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HARRISON G. FOSTER
276 SOUTH ASHLAND AVENUE
LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY
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HARRISON G. FOSTER
276 SOUTH ASHLAND AVENUE
LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY
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THE NATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY

THE FOREMOST BIOGRAPHICAL AUTHORITY OF THE UNITED STATES
70 FIFTH AVENUE,NEW YORK
JAMES T. WHITE & Co.

PUBLISHERS

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT (Founded in 1573)

March 9, 1940

Mr. Hart Gibson Foster
1107-16th Street, North West
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

To prepare a biography of your father, Harrison G. Foster
for The National Cyclopedia of American Biography, will
you please send us the data requested in our letter of
last month.

That letter mentioned our policy, in operation for more
than fifty years, of compiling biographies from original
source material as the only means of making the records

authentic. This method has received the unqualified en-
dorsement of the leading educators, historians and librarians
who make constant use of this Cyclopedia and whose long ex—
perience in research has revealed the inaccuracy and incom-
Pleteness of biographical accounts prepared in any other

way o

Will you therefore please cooperate with us by supplying
the information called for on the enclosed questionnaire as
soon as you can conveniently do so. If all of the informa-—
tion is not available at this time, please send us whatever
data you may now have, which may be amplified after the pre-
liminary draft of the biography has been written.

Very truly yours,
;{;;Lﬁ;@é;AVZi///

JOHN DICESCN,
Managing Zditor

JB3 e
inelosure




THE NATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY

A Statement

THE NATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY is now
approaching its fiftieth anniversary. Its broad scope, completeness
and original features have developed the work into a continuous publi-
cation that has become a permanent institution in American literature.
The volumes, as published, have been sold to public libraries, educa-
tional institutions, historical societies and newspaper offices throughout
the world and the larger libraries have purchased second and third sets.
The Library of Congress recently ordered its seventh set.

The success and standing of this Cyclopedia have resulted in various
attempts to publish similar works, usually under the name of some
fictitious historical society or press association, rather than under a
personal name. Such volumes rarely reach a library and, then, only
by gift.

The reputation of THE NATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN
BioGRaPHY may readily be verified by consulting a librarian. ‘The
latest “Guide to Reference Books,” the official vade mecum of the
American Library Association, calls this Cyclopedia the “most com-
prehensive American work . . .”

JAMES T. WHITE & CO.

PUBLISHERS

ESTABLISHED 1873 INCORPORATED 1902




INFORMATION FOR

THE NATIONAL CYCLOPZDIA OF
AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY

JAMES T. WHITE & COMPANY, Publishers

70 Fifth Avenue New York
Established 1873 Incorporated 1902

NOTE: No obligation is incurred by supplying this information.

Name in full, spelling out the middle one. (Correct pronunciation of 'surname. If fitst name is not used or only
initial, or part of first name is used, please indicate by placing in brackets.)

If a biography has been published, state where and whean.

Place and exact date of birth.

Father’s name in full; dates of his birth and death; his occupation and any notable facts of his career.

Mother's maiden name in full, and name of her father, and any notable facts of his career.

Where educated—if a college graduate, give name of college, date of graduation, and degrees.

Where, when and with whom was business or professional career begun?

Give positions since occupied in regular calling, with dates of changes.

Give full names, not initials, for all persons mentioned.

From the New York Herald Tribune— ‘The National Cyclopedia of American Biography has done in biography what most reference works
fail to do. Tt is detailed without being pondercus. It is written in a clear, straightforward, interesting style, by which the reader may gain his
information: with' a minimum of labor. In editorial treatment the articles are concise, dignified and dispassionate: and ‘the facts are marshaled in
such a fashion as to indicate that accuracy and thoroughness are the primary objectives of the publishers.”




9. If connected with other business enterprises give particulars.

10. Details of vocation, profession or business.

TE:—As the most -ntial p: ﬂ »( a biography is the account of the subject’s life work full details under thi raph _are
desiredl The Coclopadia 1 a0k Wht's Wher Bt & eleckon oF rea bographics, Consitutng o history of American atiutions, American
S T B s ol vantar)

(2) If in a manufacturing or mercantile business, give the history of its development during the subject’s
connection with it, including figures showing its growth and standing in that period, and mention any
distinguishing features.

(b) If an author, give full titles of books, dates of publication and extracts from suitable critiques.

(c) If an inventor, describe inventions and give numbers of patents and dates issued.

(d) If a musician, artist or sculptor, give (atangue of important works, dates of production and some notices of
the critics.

(e) If a scientist, give particular lines of rescarch and investigations, with results achieved.

(f) If a physician or dentist, give account of practice and details of specialties.

@ If : lawycr or a judge, give titles of notable cases conducted or tried, involving new or unique questions
of

(h) lf an fnchllcct or engineer, give list of important commissions or contracts with description of special
features.

(i) If a legislator, give committees on which served and important bills with which identified.

(j) If a governor, give features of terms of office.

(k) If a college president, give records of growth of institution and principal features of administration.

(1) 1 a military or naval officer, give record of service.

11. Mention noteworthy incidents in business or professional career.

12. Give titles, with years of publication, of any books written by the subject and a brief, selected list of outstanding
papers, with names and dates of publications in which they appeared.

Give full names, wot initials, for all persons mentioned.

From the Librarian, Mechanics Mercantile Library, San Francisco, Calif.—The Mechanice Instituie has been a subseriber of The National
Cyclopaedia of American Biography since it was first published. Our destroyed in the fire of 1906 and one of our earliest orders ates
wards was to have the set replaced.”

World War record.

Political affiliation and public positions held, with terms of offices.

Membership in professional and learned socicties and clubs. If president of any of them give dates.

Honorary degrees, decorations, medals and awards, with years conferred.

Religious affiliation and activities.

Dominating characteristics; special tastes and gifts, and recreations

When and where married. Wife's maiden name; full name, residence and vocation of her father. (If married
more than once, give same facts for each case, with date of wife’s or husband’s death.)

Full names of all children, living and dead, with vocations and addresses of those who grew to maturity. Names
and addresses of married daughters' husbands.

21. If the subject is deceased, exact date and place of death.

Gice full names, not initials, for all persons mentioned.

From the Library of Congress, Division of Accesson—Please increase aur order to six copies and send: s six copies hereafter of cach
volume s publish




22. Name of earliest paternal American ancestor; his residence previous to coming to America; the date of his land-
ing, and where he settled; also name of wife. Did she emigrate with him?

23. Give direct line of descent from paternal ancestor arranged by generations:

an indispensable part of the biography they are included when obtainable. The founders of

[NOTE: While these ancestral records are not
isted in the Index Volume, If there were more than one wife, name only the one through

American families with their notable descendants are 1
whom the line descends.]

GENERATION

24. State notable facts regarding any of them, such as offices held, public or military services, work accomplished,

inventions, etc.

Give full names, not initials, for all persons mentioned,

From the Librarian of the Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society, Columbus, Ohio—*“We have been using for many years The National
Cyclopedia of American Biography and have here in our library the first edition and also the revised edition, We find these volumes not only

useful but necessary in our historical research work.”
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The Western [

Telegraph Comp

THE LARGEST TELEGRAPHIC
SYSTEM IN THE WORLD.

OVER - ONE MILLION MILES
OF WIRE IN THE UNITED 'JM-;‘:
AND CANADA.

it has over 24,000

. Offices, including Branc ”a

it has also Direct
by Telegraph or Tc epho
many more
stations, mak
over 50,000 in
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CabIes of the Amclimﬁ Tei:gm oh and
Cable Company, Fous Cables of the Anglo-
American Telegraph Company, and One
Cable of the Direct United States Cable Co.

" Direct Wires toc Galyesion, ‘T'exds, con-
necting at that place with the Cables of the
Mezxican, the Central and South American
Telegraph Companies for all points in
Mexico and Central and Scuth Ametrica,

Direct Wices 'and Cables to Hawvana,
Cuba, connecting at-that place with the
Cuba Submarine and West India and Pan-
ama Telegraph Compantes for all polats
in the West Indies.

Connects at San Francisco with Pacific
Cables to the Sandwich Islands, Honoluly,
Guam, the Philippines, China, Japan, etc.,
and at Victoria, B. G., with Pagifte Cable
to Ausiralia and New Zealand.

Connects at Seattie, Wash,,

. with U:S, Government: Lines

and Cables to and in Alaska,
Exclasive connection with the Great
North-Western Telegtaph Co, of Canada.

POLES REPRESENT THE
IUMBER OF OFFICES OF

THE WESTERN UNION AS COMPARED WITH ALL

THE TWO TELEGRAPFH
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OTHER COMPETING COMPANIES COMBINED
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RELATIVE SIZE IN

OTHER cO8."
4,868
‘OFFICEB.
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