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FOREWORD

This issue of the Educational Bulletin is devoted to the general
topic of Library Service Available to the Public Schools of Kentuchy.
There has long been need for a report of this type. It is quite ap-
parent from a review of this Bulletin that public school library service
in Kentucky is far from what it should be and that there should be
made a comprehensive study of the whole problem of making available
to Kentucky children a reasonable amount of library materials. A
definite plan for providing adequate school library materials for the
schools must be formulated. Tt is the hope of the State Department
of Education that this Bulletin will help to classify some of the issues

which must be considered when the school library service plan is for-
mulated.

The purposes, arrangement, sources of data, and limitations of
the Bulletin are set out in Chapter I. Responsibility for the report
rested with Miss Ruth Theobald, Supervisor of Public School Libra-
ries. Valuable assistance was rendered her in the planning of the
report by Professor M. B. Ligon, University of Kentucky, and by Mr.
Charles A. Maney, now connected with the Division of Finance. M.
Maney also contributed a part of the materials in the chapters pre-
pared in the State Department of Education. Where a chapter was
contributed by a person not in the State Department a footnote indi-
cates the author. Deep appreciation is due the persons assisting in
the preparation of the Bulletin. Signed materials have been included
regardless of whether or not the views coincide with those of the State
Department of Education. Be this as it may, it is the main purpose
of this report to bring to light the great need for some comprehensive
and adequate plan of library service for Kentucky schools.

James H. RicaMoND,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
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CHAPTER L

INTRODUCTION

No complete picture of the sehool library situation in Kentucky
has thus far been presented to the librarians, educators, and interested
laymen of the state. The school library as a recognized factor in
eurricnlum  development is still a neweomer in our educational midst.
Information on the various phases of the subject is still largely frag-
mentary. The existing gaps cannot be filled in until in the first place
1 clearer understanding exists with regard to the aims, funections, and
possibilities of organized school library service, and in the second place
mmtil the administration of the school library includes the keeping of
such records as measure the library service provided for the school.

Available Sources of Information Regarding School
Labrary Facilities
Previous to 1932 definite statistical information on school libraries
was lacking, except for figures as to the number of schools meeting
the regulations and standards of the approving and accrediting bodies
of the state, and the bare tabulations of data from reports submitted
to the Superintendent of Public Instruction” in Kentucky giving

amounts expended by school districts for library and supplementary
hooks.

Dr. R. E. Jaggers, Director of Teacher Training, Department of
Education, Frankfort, Kentucky, made an analysis of reports of the
county boards of education for the school year 1930-31 which was
published in the Kentucky School Journal in April, 1932. Two tables
were included giving (1) the value of libraries per elementary sehool
child in average daily attendance in the various counties, and (2) a
{requency distribution of the figures in the first table. This study sug-
gested that there was need for a greater emphasis on library service

m county school systems.

There appeared in the Kentucky School Journal for May, 1932,
selected results of a study made by Mr. Frank Crutcher and Mr. Wil-
liam Shelton, graduate students of the University of Kentueky, who
worked under the direction of Dean W. S. Taylor and in cooperation
with the Department of Education, Frankfort. This study involved
a survey of 565 secondary school libraries, and furnished information
on the following points:

1. Ayverage number of volumes.

2. Librarian: full-time, part-time; other persons in charge of library.

3. Number of hours per day that the librarian devoted exclusively to
library work.
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