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lVE [NSTIGATED:

I’ was A paisy siT oF |Vory.

|7 was A cUriods pieci oF \JorkMANSHIP.

IT WAS CARVED AND GARVED AGAIN wWiTH (JONVEN-
TIONAL | (INES, wHick FORMED »\ Femace Heap oF
- AST-|NDIAN | JNEXCEPTIONABLENESS.

T SEEMED TO §MILE AND To BECKON, AND THEN TO
Scowt REPELLANTLY-—A | (VING MockERy!

IT was Harterdi—-()y, so HAteruLl-—THE SIGHT
()F so Cd[\l\/EI\ITIOI\IAL A THinG.

Anp yET THERE HAD BEEN sucH A | ;oNGING To ToUoH
|t app To Howo |7 18 THE HaAnD!

BuT See tHE SEQUEL.




|7 was noT An [poL oF |nDia,

|t was THE (ARVED |Vory HANDLE oF A TanNED
G'NeHAM UrBrELLA, OF VERY PLEBEIAN AMERICAN
ManUracTURE.

| sToop 1N A HApD-paiNTED (Hina RecEpTAGLE 1N
The Lope quier Hat, iy THE House oF A Frriepo.
|T was THERE WHEN | [JiNeD with Hiv THE NicHT
Arter GHRISTMAS:

IT GLEAMED AT ME wiTH A SiNiSTER (JLEAM OF 1Ts
[JexTER [ yE!

Anp 1T sEEMED To SMiLE AND To BEcKON AT ME.
ot oF THE SoFT, \foudpTdods | NViRONMENT oF
THe “INNER - SisTERHOOD,” OF WHicH IT WAS A
FeLLow.




AND WHEN WE WERE SEATED AT THE (JUITTER-
NG TtasL, BEAUTIFUL wiTH (JRySTAL AND SILVER==
Ano [seropape Ao (ake—

Av Esmiere Bavadkr—

It CHancep, By MeresT AcGIDENT, THAT | was
(3VEN A sEAT opposiTE THE Pormierep Arch-
WAY WHICH LED INTO

th |one Quier Hacw,

\With ims ine-Cororep \JEALTH oF T'URKisH-
BarH ToweinG. THROWN BACK;

Ano as we Sat BeneaTH THE [RIDESCENT (jLow
O THE KEELY-MoTOR

FLEcTRIG |(AMP, WHICH

- (uistenED app SnimMEreD |18 STaiNED-(jLASS



[RIDESGENGE ON ALL ABOUT IT, AND GAVE ITs HUE TO
TF[E I[\I\/]GORATII\IG BE\/ERA\GE, WE HEEDED NOT THE
F LEMENTAL WAR WAGING UpoN THE (QUEEN AnpE
F XTERIOR oF THE HospitasLe Mansion oF My

['RIEND.

Ano wHEN WE WERE LEFT To oUR (JoFFEE AND OUR
Pipes, WE TALKED OF [)AGGERS, AND | piTADHs,
AND Tomes!

AnND As HE TOLD ME I P\M)/STERIOLIS \WHISPER THE
Srory oF THE Maray [aceer, “(JUiLTLESS oF ALL
GUie,” THE \/iTREoUs FyE ofF THAT (QQUAINTLY
(ARVED ()pALISQUE==FOR sUcH My FEVERED FANGY
PicTURED IT=—\wAS EVER (JLARING AT ME WITH ITS
SinisTER (FLARE!



Are wHeN olR (GrosTuy TAK was |nTerrUpTeD
By THE F pNTRANGE oF oTHER (JUESTS, | (QUaFFED
AnorHER (CRrysTAL (JoBLET oF My FriEnD’s Brain-
MAPDENING (JONGOCTION, AND GASTING A LONG, LIN-
GERING | ;00K AT THE PERsiaN RUG wHIGH HID THE
(3RAECO-RoMANESQUE ARCHITECTURE OF THE VAULT-
D (JEILING, | pASSED FROM THE (JoTHIC PORTALS
oF THis F sTHETIC SHRINE INTO THE OUTER DARK-
NESS——BEYOND THE GLAMOUR oF THE SEVEN |AMps
oF ARCHITECTURE.

BUT,—C Fitrde PaTe!l—As | paAsseD THRoUGH
THe |one, QUET HALL ApD BY THE WiNE-COLORED
PuusH (CorneR FrRoM wHosE \fordpTUods SHapow
THe SinisTER-F yED, (JARVED-|VORY-HANDLE (JDAL-




1sQUE cAST AN ALLURING, APPEALING | (00K TOWARD
Me, app ALt | Jncopsciosiy, |JNINTENTIONALLY,
anD | JNRESISTINGLY | ToOK IT FROM 1Ts HAND-
Painyep (Hing RECEpPTAGLE, AND cLOSING THE
Heavy poogs or RoLLep, (JATHEDRAL PLaTE (jLASS
AFTER ME, | |JNFURLED 1T SJ[\I-TAM\IED (GiNcHAM
FoLbs To THE AFOREMENTIONED WARRING ELEMENTS.
Awo as | WEnpED My [JEsoLaTE \Jay To THE
Sainten SHRINe oF  PeENDENpIS, My SEETHING
Brain PropLen tHE \[ALLEY oF [ JNREST WITH | LFS,
Ano Ravens ano Brarran (jops, AND THE [JAGGER
WHOSE BLOOD-STAIN BELONGED T0 A \/ENETIAN [)UKE.
\WHEN | Presentiy FnERED THE RESoUnpine
(rosters oF tHe (Jroex oF ST PENDENNIS




—wHEN | ENTERED THis “HoUse wiTHouT a\Joman”
| soUeHT THE sEGLUSION OF A DARK, \\fiNE-(JOLORED,

Puusy-| gNep (ELL, AND CARELESSLY PLAGING THE

Tannep (JNGHAM, \/EGETABLE-|VORY-HANDLED

M-

BRELLA ON THE FiGHTEENTH CEpTlJRy HeagTH BE-

FORE ME,

| THREW My MENTALLY-EXHAUSTED FRAME INTO A
A MassiVE, [JaMASK-COVERED (JHAIR WITH HEAVILY-
cARVED ARMS OF HIGHLY-POLISHED (JAK, AND SOUND-
ED THE TNy, TINTINNABULATING ((ALL-BELL FOR

SoMETHING TO (oUNTERAGT THE | FrecTs oF
Too-exHiLeraTING PoTaBLES oF My FRIEND,

HIS NO LESS HARROWING STORIES!

TI—‘E

AI\ID

BUT wHiLE | THUS SAT WAITING, WiTH My FEET To



THe CorrorTAsLE FIRE, ALL AT opGE My (3AzE
WAS | JNcopsciolsLy, UNINTENTIONALLY AND | NRE-
SISTINGLY “['RANSFIXED By THE SiNisTER (GLANGE oF
THe Dexper Fye oF THE (ARVED-[Vory  (JoAL-
1SQUE.

ANp As | sAT THERE N THE T'wiLiHT (JLARE oF
THE Stowiy-(opsuMinG [ MBERS oN THE \\fiE
aND [)EEp, ()uo-Fashionep, (pen  Fire-prace,
WiTH | ;AGQUERED-BRrASS FiRE-[Joss—BENEATH THE
OPELL OF THOSE STEALTHY, Rocdisy (jrances, |,
acaiNsT My WisH anp WiLL, was Lep 70 THiNk oF
THE ARk, STRANGE AND WEIRDLY GROTESQUE THINGS
oF wHich My FriEnD HAD oo ME.

AND FiNALLY, AS UNDER THE STRANGE FlascipaTion




of THE \/iTreoUs [JExTER AND SiNisTER | yEs oF
THe (CarvED-[ory (JpariseUE, wHicH HELD ME
Spece-Bouno, | | (EARNED FROM THE ['HiIN, (JURLED
|(ps oF THE sAD (jARVED-|VORy ()pALisQUE iTs
Qv SToRy-

IT WAS NOT @EATED BY Lov’E.

Nor was 1T N |rseLF THE | MBoDIMENT OF |(OVE.
But it Boge 1y one oF its FexisLe Riss THE
TancisLe FvibEnce oF THE ApHesive (UALiTies
oF A |ovE [JrivEn Back Upon iTsELr,—THE (Jon-
CENTRATION OF AN ()JTHERWISE \\JasTED ForGE.
(Ess THAN A ['HoUsanp YEARs Aco, A [)Upish
RopERICK [JHU sTooD FLUsTRATED wiTH FiERy |N-




DIGNATION, FAGE TO FACE WITH A NA\IDEN PRIESTESS

—A Prioerde, Haderty LJoman!
It was on THE RUE QUATRIEME. |7 wAs AT THE

|NTERSECTION OF TW0 GREAT ['HORoUGHFARES.

THe CLost HAD Pa

RTED THEIR Bancs 1N THE

MiooLe, anD WERE SHIMMERING THEIR (JRySTAL
[)Rops oF [JisTiLLED (JGEAN 1N TORRENTAL VoLUME
Upon THE |[(UckLEss \JayFARERs.

|T cHAncED THAT THE PripEFUL MADEN PRiESTESS

\W/as HUrryinG ADowp
Secr-same  (JARVED -

THE BodLevarp wiTH THE
Vory - HANDLED | JMBRELLA

(Crosery (JLASPED IN+

ETTE FINGERS. Sl—|E W

eR Deicare MaRIE ANTOIN-
as THUs | nsconceD BEHiND

THE SHELTERING Tadrness oF THE SroUT-RiBBED



(3INGHAM |JMBRELLA WITH THE (CARVED-|VORY Han-
DLE, WHEN SHE PASSED OUT OF THE SHADOW OF
THe Massive Magece foirice oF (JoTHic ARcHi-
TECTURE AND TURNED INTO THE RUE DE LA (JHATAIGNE
—AND {JNcopscioUsLy, [ JNINTENTIONALLY AND |-
RESISTINGLY PUNCHED A Tear ot oF THE [JEXTER
F ve oF THE REsisTLESS RoDERICK [)Hy!

| AM sURE THAT (JARVED-|VORY, (JocLinG (JoaLisqUE
was To Brame! | av sURe THAT 1T \JAnTopnLy
Nrove THE Spare Ris oF THE StToUT (GiNcHAM
JMBRELLA TO THE ACCOMPLISHVENT OF ITS OWwN
Codu PUrposk!

THe Prioerul Mapen PriesTESS HaD 6REAT (Jo-
MISERATION FOR THE ARDENT Roperick.




SHE FlrapkLy Top HiM so.

Ar i A Tacit 8dt Potent—()4, so porenT—
WAy, BADE Hir, IF HE LIKED, TO GO WITH HER TO
HER SHRINE AND THERE HAVE His \JJeEpinG \JoUnps
BoUno dp wity “a BT oF FasT |noia Sitk,”—at
HER SHRINE, WHOSE [Joors sHoULD EVER BE ()pEN
10 H™-

04! CHapce, Forpuitous CHance! How MANY
FocLowers oF St. PenpeNpis ARE ANndaLLy Fn-
SNARED IN THy [NAME!

F re [jope—wirhip A MontHs A LiTTeE MonTH—
THE [JUpisy Ropegick [JHU was A CRINGING DEVOTEE
AT THE \/EsTAL SHRINE oF THE MaDEN PriesTEss,
PRAYING THAT SHE sHoULD RECEIVE ALL His Sup-



DLIANT | (OVE, AND “RIGHT SMART™ OF HIS DEVOTION.
He woUlp nevEr LEAVE HEr Sipe. He woulo
Never, never SMiLe on oTHER Mapens.  HE
wouLd SAGRIFIGE EAcH TRUsTED anD ['RUsTING
Friepp app (Repimor.  SHE MUSTT RECEVE His
HearT anp Hanp, app His PagTiALLy-| cLipseD
(JocULagr!

[ LSE, WHERE, ALL THE WHILE, WAS ALL THIS
\WEALTH oF PassioNaTE [(ovE To 6o To—|F IT was
Spurpen app Senp Back o 11s [Jopog?  \/Ho
woULD HAVE IT SECOND-HANDED?

THis was, inDEED, A Postr.

|t was |JNANSWERABLE!

SHE DIT NOT ATTEMPT TO ANSWER IT. SHE OpLY



(opsioeren THE FirsT ProposiTiop.

Aro sHE TousHT oF THE CrUEL, (OrUEL [)EED
\WHicH SHE HAD BEEN |(ED By THE \/iITrEOUS-| yED
(JoaLisqUE oF (ARVED-[VORY TO | JNINTENTIONALLY,
|Jpcopsciodsiy, anp |JNREsIsTINGLY PERpETRATE
Upon His Ano—To el A SHorT Story sHorT-
ER—SHE CAST HER ‘MiND’s | yE, HoraTi0, Upop His
Qe Ase Moy Fron, Ao Deregrnes
To BesTow Upon THE [NJURED |NNOGENT WHAT RE-
MAINED=—AFTER FIVE SeAsons=—oF THE \JEALTH
or Her YoUne | ovE.

==['Hs SiMpLy 1s | OVE |NSTIGATED.==

Hao THE Mapepn Princess Rerdsep HiM HeR
Siver-Tincen [jovE—Hap sHE SpurneD ApD



THRow N BAcK Upon His HaNDs His Passion Torp
To Tarers—He MicHT HavE PErpETUATED His
|;ovE By WRiTinG A Book \yitHoUT A \oman, "o
Berrer stice, HE MioyT Have SpeNT THE Foree
oF His | XTRAVAGANT Passion By | xeEcUTING, IN
[ NDLESS NUMBER'AND VARIETY, PATENT |VORy-HAR-
pLED | JMBRELLAS, (QUAINTLY (ARVED IN THE \[ERI-
siMiLiTy oF THE (J6GLING (JpALisQUE, wHicH |MpELL-
D THE HAND THAT |NsTiGATED His | oVE By PEEL-
ING His [)EXTER | yE.

BUT, Atas! THe THodexTLESS PAIR oF |vNocENTs
DID [\IGT CO[\ISIDER THAT THEIR hox/ﬁ, BEING MUTUAL,
MsT, By THE [)JECREE oF ST. [JoUcLass, pie—| |-
DERPETUATED=—=\ITH [PHEM]




(O, 7 THEy \JEIGHED THE [)IRE [)ECREE In THE
Bacapces oF tHEIR SociaL PHitosopHy, | [JoUeT
NoT THAT THEY (JoNSIDERED THAT IF THEy PERpET-
UATED THER |(OVE THE |(ENGTH oF THER NATURAL
| 1VEs THEY \JoULp HAVE AccompuisHED F noUcH.
Anp, METHINKS, THEIR HEADs wERE | qUipoise.
THis Work-a-[ay \Jorid Has AL THE [Jdpisy
BookLeTs aND (jARVED-|VoRy [)AGGER AND | JMBRELLA
Hanoies THAT 1T can Fasity (ARRy.  |(ET NoT
AnoTHER BookLeT BrEAK ()L ATLAs’ Back.

Ano “[Jodsrass, () [JoUcLass, Tenper anp TRUE,”
CarvE For Us No MoRE HEaTHEN (Jops oF [oVE.
F’en pow THER (JecdpaTion’s (FONE.

THe Srar-f yep (Goooess tHaT SHines Forrh




Pgo.ﬂ THE (GUITTERING SQUrRFAGE oF THE AcMicHTy
[JoLar 1s (JoppEss PoTENT ENoUGH TO PerpETUATE

THE | (OVE OF THis [JAy AND (JENERATION, EVEN AS

By HER |NFLUENGE OFTEN IS

l_g\/r:- INSTIGATED.

But tHE QUANTLY (ARVED \/EGETABLE-|VORY (JDAL-
isQUe HanoLe oF THE TanNED-(3iNGHAM | JMBRELLA

THAT ResTeD 1N THE HanD-PANTED (HiINA
TAcLE THAT Sroop 1N THE \foudpTdods |
MENT oF THE \WiNE-(oLorep Pudsy (Jor
THE | ;0NG, QUIET HALL oF THE HoUsE oF A

RECED-
NVIRON-
NER OF

:IRIE|\!D

WﬂERE I SUPPED THE NiGﬂT AF‘TERC"RIS-"W“S_
[Was s HE House tiaT Zack BuiLr?l—y



STILL GLI\RED AT ME WITH A SI]\JISTER (JLEAM OF
iTs [JEXTER | yE As T (JoGLED ME FROM ITs Prace

ON THE |

EARTH OF THE WII\JE-SCE[\ITED (ELL—

PLLISI—I-L‘I NED (JELL=—IN THE CLOISTEI{ED PRrecineTs
oF SAII\IT DE[\IDEM\HS.

|7 seEMED
TO ALL TH

T0 SMILE A ReADY, (3ARRULOUS AssEnT
AT WHIcH | HAVE  SAID.

THesE \Woros 11 SeEMED 1o MdrmUR:

0! THod
ME TO THE

|JprimicATED |JMBRELLA-T'HEF! RETURN

HOME oF THOSE WHOSE | ;oVE| |NSTIGATED,

wHosE Happy HoUseHoLp | arm RespopsisLE Fog.
\WAKE yE! SLeepine Son oF PENDENNIS, OR By THE
(oooess Si|c]VA, | wiLL | xecute [Jire \[ENcEANGE



Jpon you!
- VEN AS | ONGE WAS THE |NSTIGATOR OF | 0VE, Upop

Yol May BE

LO\/E '[\ISTIGATED!
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