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“Listen to me, my good friends. I must talk 0 you,"

a tall Yakima hunter named Sluiskin told two young
‘men whom he had just guided to the base of Mount
Rainier. In words recalled later, Bluhkln then warned

the pair:

You plan o cimb Takboma [Raiie) i alfols-
ness. No one can do

s e oy ;b. Lask seems light. The
broad smowfields over which I have bunsed the moun-
mmaﬂ«umgpab,ﬂ-u&wnbmm
will have to climb over steep rocks over-banging d

hiking
&

other activities

gorgs wher s mistep would bur you o dow—
Wnd Pl b and reach the
A 47«.:»-11..@.: s perils and e
dome, then a bitterly cold and furions
Sompet wil soes y0u o nto space ik & withorsd
Don't you go!
You make my heart sick. ...
The year was 1870. The mountain was umd lo nom
then known in America and

ier, North Cascades,
Olympic National Parks, at
mall.

ged,
Pormits, available from ran- Rainier's summit in two days.
ger stations and visitor cen- Experienced mountainesring

the summit had yet been made. Despite e
words, the two determined men, Philemon Beecher Van
Trump and Hazard Stevens, beg
reached the summit late that afternoon of August 17.
Only the great good fortune of finding a warm vol-
team cave on the summit kept the two men from
freezing to death during an unplanned overnight stay.
there. By the time the two straggled into camp again
the next day, Sluiskin had given them up for dead.
‘When finally he realized that Rainier had been con-
quered, his words showed profound admiration for
e who had done what he considered impossible:
jcum, skookum lmmn,” e said wonder-
Inﬂry, "I»‘mlg men, brave hearts

A MOUNTAIN BEYOND IMAGINING
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‘equipment. I you are undis-

the
summit gave them an appreciation for Mount Rainier’s
size that must be. exp-rlencod to be mum o

bove interven

.uan.mm than a cleud formation. But when the cloud
refuses to dissipate.

mind evaluates the p

toward the park.the hours tha (k-
low the fret gimpses are an sterity of hide-anc-seel

played as one loses the great peak behind uuccenlvtly
closer ranges. When finally the lower peaks are behi
and the great mountain looms directly ahead, nearly
2,500 meters (8,000 feet) higher than anything nearby,
one must come to grips with a new set of personal

for
o Mountaineer, Bnley Wi, Stanford Urivorsiy pro-
fessor of geology a iber of the Northern
Continonta) Survey: found Mount Rainier to 6 unsur-
passed in his experience.

1 have seen the glories of Swiszerland, the grandewr
of the Andes and b grace of she T
Fujiyama, but among the most r

the world, 1 know of nothing more maiestic or more
inspiring than the grandeur of my own old camping
‘ground, Mount Rainier.

SNOWFALL AND THE MOOD OF A WINTER MORNING
At4,392 meters (14,410 feet), Mount Rainier reaches
into the upper atmosphere to disturb great tides of
moist maritime air as they flow eastward from across
the Pacific. The resulting encounter creates spectacu-
lar cloud halos, wrings out the air, and produces a pro-
digious amount of snowall. Paradise Park, located at
(5,400 feet) on the mountain'’s south slope,

ly has enough snow to bury the three-story
high Paradise Inn right up t0 its roof. Even so, the road
to Paradise is usually kept open in winter for visitors.
‘When the weather is right, the trip can be most worth-
while. In the words of Josef Scaylea,

uns Rainie spasks moteloguently i te winer
npmdly after it bhas been biding, perbaps sulking for
severl weeks bebind o crtan of clods and v

Pt o o

Snowfall from the Paradise Park level up to about two-
thirds of the mountain's total height is at its heaviest.
Beyond that, the mountain rears above the wet maritime
air masses and snowfall decreases.

THE FOREST: loumm'v An REMOTENESS

o il attomian s paid to he park's enciraing forest
Lks il theolc-growth foreteofthe Pcific Nortrwest
itis a classic of its kind. Douglas-fir, redcedars, an

western hemlock soar more than 60 meters (200 M)

ness, a solemnity,in this forest that imparts a feeling of
remoteness. The forest in places like Ohanapecosh
wcondl especially well in this respect.
oma, Seattle, and their mmmmuun
a lvw kilometers away—they seem not to exist.
‘Ohanapecosh is in the lowland; its. 'unn is like that
of many areas in the Puget Sound region. The tall, mas-
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sive, and lush ook of this forest provides a pleasant
interlude for arriving park visitors and for those camp-
ers who stay at such areas as Ohanapecosh or Cougar
Rock. In a way, the lowland forest might be considered
‘a dramatic ploy on the part of nature, for it hides Mount
Rainier from those entering the park and lower

curtain for those who are leaving.

SUBALPINE M s
. A FULLNESS OF BEAUTY

Rainier is a mountain that Qe fullness of
beauty where life zones meet. Here, there is always a
zone where winter meets the other seasons. Most
R (L advancing
springtime and retreating winter. There, in an interplay
beginning in April at lowest fhaitlee ending at
treeline in late August or early September, the wild-
flowers and greening meadows follow the melting snow.

By the time most visitors arrive at Mount Rainier,

their blankets of snow. The zone is vibrant; its

sity is sharpened by the contrast between snow

purity of p m. Undef the warmth of the sun, visitors.

respond m fo—with a rare enthusiasm

for lfe. I:rlal o Rulull distinguished American geol-
described the scene this way in 1898:

Paradise Park presents many and varied charms. 1 it
d land, with a deep picturesq
 The trees grow in isolated.

‘meadows between the shad) in
ol seie et of s Bl

. PLENTIFUL WILDLIFE

of the openness of the subalpine landscape,
wildlife is easy to find. Deer and mountain goats may

n in the distance, but marmots are of most in-

terest to the majority of visitors. Nobody who walks
through the open meadows just below treeline can
escape being noticed by these furry rodents. From
beside burrows and among rocks, they watch, they
whistle, they pose, and otherwise busy themselves with
affairs of animal importance. With patience, one can
usually get close enough to marmots to take good
Potiros

dise is undoubtedly the most popular single
area inthe national park, though other subelpine aress
rival it in beauty. Sunrise, on the northeast flank of
Mount Rainier, offers perhaps the most sweeping road
views of the mountain and the string of volcanic peaks
towering above the Cascade Range.

... AND A PLACE FOR PEOPLE

Since the subalpine meadows are the Mount Rainier

most of us find superiative, they are the areas where
the park’s activities are centered during the summer.
Given a sunny day, there will be thousands of visitors

be pack-laden overnighters heading for the back coun-
try. Ahead of them will be nights and days of gentle
challenge and unending beauty.

‘THE GRANDEUR OF GLACIAL ICE

Mount Rainier's glacier system, the largest single
mountain system in the lower 48 states, consists of 90
‘square kilometers (35 square miles) of ice in 27 named
glaciers. Much of the great spectacle that so awes visi-
tors to the park is attributable to these glaciers. Be-
cause of them, the mountain appears higher, more
varied than it otherwise would. aac-uu of them too,
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h cragoy ridges
or broad plateaus like those found at nIAcn Tike Sun-
rise. From these overlooks, the view drops off into vi

ley depths 490 meters (1,600 feet) below, then abruptly
soars up the slopes of Mount Rainier. The mountain's.
height s thus accentuated by the glacial valleys.

AAVALANCHES AND MUDFLOWS

The glaciers provide constant reminders of their con-

tinuiog actty, On warm days, valanches of ce, ow,
the mountain mr-mw gengercue:Af

any time, huge masses of snow and ice may break

{coea, Ove camber Teported, ser ducundlng Mount

Rainier along the Gibralter Rock route:

The impressive and frightening thing was they [the
rocks came witbous sound r wemig—de o stsp

and overhanging nature of cliffs much stuf falls free,
without any bounces. .. Without warning the rocks
started shedding vmmcly Iﬂy pieces, most of which

eering] rope teams...
a tremendous rock
P over five minutes. Hed
we been canght under e fall we could have don
1 to save ourselves.

Mudflows, another hazard, may suddenly gush down-
slope when huge quantiles of water, mud, and rock
autz Mud-

served basis, with

limited to 14 days per season.  mer at Sunrise. The Paradise

There are no trailer utlty [MSTA C seotne sk

hookups but trailer holding-
stations

flow is the best-known mmpl bt avery & ol o
flow like the one that occurred on August 21, 1970, can
show terrifying power. On that day, Denny Cline of the
USS. Geological Survey was alone at the Tahoma Creek
Picnic Area during his lunch break.

bad just finished eating lunch and was gettin
labadvplbnrnldlabautl'lﬁpﬂl u/bnldhnly
1 became aware of a roaring sound that was increas-

ing from up the valley. Having become particularly
aware of the previous mudfiow while studying its
deposits in the former campground area, | immedi-
ately decided it was time ta remove myself from the
area with due haste. About 100 yards from my posi-
tion at the car 1 s trees, some a foot or more in
dimeter, boginning 1 al sowand me. 1 boppedito
the car and.got away fast..... Taboma Cr
hocolatebroe and wasrolling ockirs e

THE SUMMIT—AND ETERNITY

The Mount Rainier summit climb is a trip made by more.
than 2,500 persons each year. Two days are usually
needed, the first to reach base camp and the second,
beginning about 2:00 a.m., to reach the summit and
return to Paradise or other starting points. Endurance
‘and determination are prerequisites, but the effort s en-
tirely worthwhile. The impression of Mount Rainier as

a presence linked in some eternal bond to earth, stars,
and infinity is rarely felt, but when it s, the impression
comes most often to those on the upper slopes. Author
Thomas Hardy has written of this feeling:

To persons standing alone on the bill during a clear
wight ach s i the ol of the world easomd it
almost a palpable movement. The sensation may b
consad 57 50 Wemonenti e Yo sortbott Bridhy
objects,which i perceppible in a few minuies of sill-
ness, or by the better outlook upon space that the bill
affords, or by the wind, or by the solitude; bus wha-
ever it origin, the impression of riding along is vivid
and a

VOLCANISM: A BEGINNING—AND AN ENDING?

Al the evidence available tends to show that Rainier
is an extinct volcano. It belongs, however, 10 the ex-
plosive type of volcanoes, of which Vesuvius is the
est-known example, i no assurance that its
energies may not be reawakene
fsrael C. Russel, 1898

Mount Rainier, as it is enjoyed today, will not last long
in terms of geologic time. The mountain is quite cap-
able of reawakening any day, perhaps in an eruption
violent enough to return it to its dawning day. Mount.
Rainier's identity as a volcano, if not immediately ob-
vious from its size and shape, is betrayed by two craters.
on its summit. Evidence of the energy still ebbing with-
in the craters is seen at caves along their rims where
steam has melted tunnels in the summit ice cap. Explo-
ration parties have crossed the east crater beneath its
floor and descended as far as 120 metars (400 feet) be-
low the surface by following these passages. Others.
have “swum’” in a small lake beneath the snows of the
west crater. In emorgencios, climbors have taken shel-
ter from howling blizzards in the warm steam caves.

MEN AND MEMORIES

Mount Rainier continues to be an active landscape.
Swirling clouds, roaring rivers, luxuriant growth, and
rugged mountains impart a feeling of vitality that is at
once exciting and relaxing. Dee Molenaar, from 30
years of mountaineering experience on'Rainier, de-
scribes the spell of the land this way:

As one moves from the lowlands and up the moun-
ain, what happy thoughts are conjured by the spring-
sime pungency of alder buds bursting forth from
shickets still bottomed in snows the smell of freshly
dampened trails and the whispering of fir bowghs or
the far-off muffed roar of a waterfall: the scent of

of the mountain stove at hxglz camp; the otheruise
prosaic aroma of Chap-Stik, Sno-Seal, and.sun cream;
thecrunch o camponssnking it frozen carly:
morning snows; the ozone-gunpouder pungency of
ol b vock nd the pping o Ty of parka
or tent as gusts of wind remind one of the vagaries of
bigh-mountain weather—these and many more ingre-
dients form the Rainier climbing atmosphere.

This is the Rainier of memories; the mountain of men
who have known it for decades and have grown to an-
tiipale nd love s many ‘moods. But this s also to
some degree the mountain of the casual visitor, for to
anyone who has seen Rainier, the mounlsin I &n U
forgettable experience.
Clark E. Schurman, chief guide on Mount Rainier
lvom lood 1o eteiamia e who knew and loved the
Kk like few of
o words his awn view of Rainier,
memories shared with friends of a lifetime:

Last campfires never die. And you and I
O sepesta ey 0 Lie's Decomber,
ill ey dreem by this last fire

d have this mountain 10 remember.




