Wi

FEDERAL WOI
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION

For Rclecasc to Newspapers
Sunday, llarch 24, 1940,

WPA COMPLETES ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORT WITH HEALTH AND EDUCATION
SERVICES REACHING MILLIONS; CONSERVATION ACTIVI 'IES REVIEWED

Completing a roport on four and one—half ycars of WPA
operations, Colonel F. C. Harrington, Commissionecr of Work Pro jects,
today made public an inventory of accomplishments by workers on
profecssional and service projects and in the fields of flood and
erosion control, irrigation and conservation.

Several millions of persons arc reached each week, the
Comnissioncr stated, by WPA health, education, recrcation, art,

ic, librery and reclated programs.

In the health program, it was found in a typical two—wecek
period that ncarly a quarter million cxaminations and treatments
were given in WPA-operated or —staffed medical and deatal clinics

in schools and homes to children and adults who were unable to
for such services. Nearly 82,500 tests for specific diseases
nore than 17,000 immunization treatments were renorted.

Closely related in the effect on the nation's physical
welfare were more than 1,000,000 lunches served by WPA workers on a
single day to needy and undernourished children in more than 11,000
schools, the housekeeping assistance given 57,000 needy families in

a single month and manufacture of 218,000,000 garments for the

destitute during four and a half years,
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Typical periods wore chosen for the inventory of profeos—
sional and service accomplishments because of the imvossibility

neasuring cumulative results with the yardsticks applied to

construction work in the two previous reports of this series.

These showed that, along with other work, WPA constructed
or improved more than 450,000 miles of highways, roads and strecets
ond built more than 23,000 public buildings from the beginning of

WPA July 1, 1935, throusgh last December. Health and
s
advanced no 13 » programs, also, through the addition and
improvement of cducation, recreation, ANST ation and sanitation
faciliticss
Additional construction covered ia the
todey includes 4,650 miles of fire ks and 3,0
railse WPA workers also rebuilt or improved
irebreaics and
of flood and
included 6,000 miles of strearn l improvements, morc than 3,000
miles of river bank and shore improvements and construction or

1

improveacent of 2,700 miles of such works as loveos and retaining

wallse HMHore than 760 miles of irrigation ditches =and canals
built aad 3,700 repaired cor improved.

sional and service side of WPA vrogroi,
the repor 7s adult education

In addition to 309,000 cnrolle
’

to read or writc, vocational




195,000 students and correspondence work 48,000 in a two-week
period studieds Forums and lectures conducted by WPA project
had an agg vte attendance of 162,000,

VPA also operated 1,550 nursery schools, providing
and pre-~school training during the two weeks for
of unemployed and destitute families, the report
instruction was given 4,

handicapned childrene
WPA conducted art classes with an enrollment of 45,500
and music classes with 179,000, the inventory discloseds More
than 2,300 performances by units of the WPA lMusic ram drew an
azgregate attendance of more than 1,000,000 during the periode

. o a

Medical clinics overated by WPA or staffed with WPA

assistants provided 119,000 examinations and treatments and dental

clinics 354000 during the first two weeks in January, the report
showss Home vi s by WPA nurses and doctors provided 17,000

tse In the schools, 35,000 examinations

or partly
by WPA workers during December totaled nearly 10,000, of which 115
were "bookmobilesy," or light trucks stocked with books for the
people of remote sectionss During the four and onec-half years,
WPA workers renaired 68,000,000 volumecs of and general
library bookss During that period nearly 4,000,000 pages of Braille

were btronscribed for the blinde
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Sewing prejects, up to January 1, had completed

48,000,000 men's garments, 59,000,000 women's garments and

110,000,000 garments for children and infants, Other items, such
as towvels, shects and surgical dressings, aggregated 66,500,000,
The articles produced by sewing projects, which comprise the
wspect of the WPA non-construction program, were
distributed by public relief agcncies to ncedy persons.
he preceding
reports do not include the work dore with nsferred WPA funds

by other Federal agencies, which have oporatcd projects manned by

needy unciployed on the samc basis as WPA,

(A tabular summary is attaches Details of accomplish-

ment by stotcs may be obtained from State WPA hcadquartors.)




REPORT OF ACTIVITY

Art Instruction Eduw

42110

WORKS AGENCY
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
U PROJECTS OF THE DIVISION OF PROFESSIONAL AND SERVICE PROJECTS

United States Summary

(Preliminary — Subject to Revision)

ation and Music Instruction During a Two Week Peri in Jane1940

Unit of Measurement Tumber

Adult Educatilon

Literacy and Ng

turalization Noe of Enrnllees

Vocational Training Noe of Enrollees
Correspnondence Work Noe of Enrollecs

Other Adhlt Edu

cab Noe of Enrollces

Lectures and Forums Total Attendance 61710

Nursery Schools

Special Instructio
Handicapped Chi

Art Instruction

Music

Noe of Schools

il

Woe of Enrollees

n for Institubionali 2
ldren Noe of Enrollees

Noe of Enrollees
Toe of Performances
Total Attendance
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Library and Book Renair Activity

Number of
Item Unit of Measurcment Units

Libraries Operated or Assisted (December 1939) Tot: of Lidraries 9,609
General Public Library Units ! of Librariecs By 441
Public School Ljibrary Units 2 of Librarie 5,016

Other Library Units e of Librarics 1,057

Bookmobil Nos of Bookmobiles 1k

Book Egnovation (Cumilative t! rougq
ILEIGIS)

December 31, ! ) Total No Volumes 68,389,000

T 7

General Public Library Volumes : f Volumes 33,462,000

Public School Library Volumecs f Volumes 27,386,000
Other Library Volumes Noe of Volumes 7,541 4000

Braille (cumulative through December 31, 193¢ Noa. of pages
transcribed 3,909,000

Noes of maps
transcribed 15 e0




Public Health and Eosnital Activities

Persons Receiving
i Service
Children

of Measurement

ults

>

Clinic and Other Hcalth Service During
a Two Week Period in January 1940

Dental Clinics

Medical Clinics

of Examinations
Treatments

No.
and

b0

No.
and
No.

No,

Home V

ool Services

Sch

Other Services

Institutions, Other than Clinics

Operated

)

Assisted

Other Institutions Assisted

Iousekeeping Aide Services
During Month of Deccmber 1939
Cumilative Through

December 31, 1939

Served

School Imunches

On Januvary 17, 1S40

Cumulative through Decemberd

of Examinations
Treatments
of

No.
CLT‘u’l
No.
No.

Tests

(SIS

:

Immunizati

£
(O

ons
of Bxaminations
Tre:
of

of

No.
and atments
Ho. Tests
Vo, Immuniza
NQ.
and
Noe
No.

Number
Number
Number
No.ofFamiliesAssisted 57,116

No.ofVisits lMade 17,169,000

of Schools
of Iunches
of

No. Iunches




Sewing, Mattress

» and Food Preserving - Cumilative

Article

-

+

n

it

t

of

sginning of Progrom

lleasurement

Number

Women's Garments
Boy!s Garments
Girls! Garments

1ts? Germonts A/

Articles Other Thon Ga

Food Canned and Dricd

rments

completed
completed
completed
completed
completed
completed

completed

47,810,000
B 000

60,000
47,806,000
22,231,000

66,525,000

A/ Excluding Loyettes




Community Perticipation in Recreational Activitics,

Februory 18, 1939

Activity

e

Unit of

Measurement

Number

All Recrectional Activities No»
Physical Recreation Nos
Snow and ice snorts No.
Basketball Nos
Gymnastics No.

recreation Noe

reation (indoor
iz doncing, etcs) Noe

Cultural Recrcation (arts,
crafts, drama, music, etce)No.

Children's Play Centers Noe

Therepcutic Rocreation

of

AL

of

Participan
Particivpant
Participant

Participant

Particinant

f Participant

articipant

Participant

hours

hours

3,026,000

4,798,000

3, 337,000
334,000
23,000

172,000
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REPORT OF ACCOMPLISHIMENT ON PROJECTS OF TE

Cunulative thro:

United States

(Part III)

Number or Apouat
constructi
iy

(0)

or Improvemend Adaitions

.29 74
26
1ol

411,394

Thoust
Bu., Planted 320 XXX

Arrp
(o510

Streambed Improve:
Irrigation Systoms ougsands of
es of ditch,

canal pipe,
or flume




