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plication to the Tract Society and Sunday School Union,
for some portion of their bound volumes. The Union
were so situated in regard to funds, that they could not
comply with the request; but the Tract Society made a
_grant of most of their bound volumes—and through the
kind contributions of several gentlemen and ladies, and
ten dollars received in an anonymous letter “from two
friends of seamen,” I was enabled to obtain nearly three
hundred volumes, including the grant of the Tract Socie-
ty, which makes a very handsome library. Some of the
books were large, but most of them were-of a smaller
size. Mr. Stanford gave me, with several other books,
the Memoirs of his excellent fatker, who for a long time
was Chaplain of the Hospital, Prisons, and Alms House.
After procuring the books, I had them handsomely eover-
ed with cloth, and numbered on. printed labels, having
the name of the vessel on them. After taking them on
board, Captain Newton had a beautiful book-case imme-
diately prepared and placed on the main deck, where ali
on board may see it, and has alsohad a responsible libra-
rian appointed.

‘When the reader takes into consideration the amount
of time often unoccupied on ship-board, he can readily
estimate the good that will be likely to be accomplished,
when all our vessels shall be furnished with a well-se-
lected library. So impressed am I with its importance,
that I have no doubt that a better investment could not

be made by the church, than to put into the treasury of

the Tract Society the means to furnish one to every ves-
sel in our country.

I am now placing in the forecastle of the vessels that I
visit, the Directory, and very often nail one up in the
vabin also.  As some may feel interested to’know what
the Directory s, I have copied it entire :

EAMEN’'S DIRECTORY FOR THE PORT
NEW YORK.

Mariners’ Church, Rosevelt street, near Cherry.—Ser-
vices on the Sabbath at half-past 10 o’clock, A. M., 3 P
M., and in the evening. - Regularweekly sorvioss are—
the Bethel Meeting, Tuesday evening—Preaching, Thurs-
day evening—Prayer-meeting, The
weekly meetings are held in the Leeture Room under
the church.

Prayer-meeting every Saturday evening at 38 Hamil-
ton street, and every Sunday morning at 9 o’clock, in
the front room under the church.

Prayer-meeting for colored seamen, Wednesday even-
ing, at the Colored Sailors’ Home.

Bible class for seamen every Sabbath, at half-past one,
P. M., at 140 Cherry street. '

THE SEAMEN’S RELIEF SOCIETY
Meet at the Mariners’ Church on the first Monday even-
ing of each month. Its object is to assist the destitute
families of seamen.

THE MARINE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY
Hold a public meeting the last Monday evening of every
month, in the church. At all of the above meetings,
seamen generally are affectionately invited to attend.

AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY.
Rev. Jonathan Greenlief, Correspor g Secretary ; Mr
Samuel Brown, General Agent. Office 16 Burling Slip.
corner of Water street, up stairs. At this
Marine Museum and Seamen’s Reac

Friday evening.

and their friends are invited to spend as much of thei
leisure time here as they can, where they may obtai
Seamen’s Hymns, and a supply of tracts, pamphlets, and
Sailors’ Magazines.

NEW YORK AND MARINE BIBLE SOCIETY.
Mr. Luther P. Hubbard, Agent. Office 16 Burling Slip,
corner of Water street, up stairs. Seamen, emigrants,
and others, supplied with the Seriptures.

Sanst R RS S S

NEW YORK FEMALE BETHEL UNION. ‘
Rev. Thompson S. Harris, Missionary. Office 74 North
Moore street. Religious services are held by ‘Mr. Harris
on board different vessels, which are designated by the
Bethel flag at mast-head.

AMERICAN FEMALE MORAL REFORM SOCIETY.
Office 149 Nassau street ; Rev. Charles Yale, Publishing
Agent; Mr. Samuel B. Halliday, Bethel Missionary.

SAILORS’ HOMES,
Under the direction of the American Seaman’s Friend
Society, and kept by Captain Roland Gelston—N6 1, at
140 Cherry street ; No. 2, at 220 Cherry street ; No. 3,
for colored seamen, kept by William P, Powell, at No.
51 Cherry street.
SEAMEN’S SAVINGS BANK,

No. 71 Wall st. ;. open every day from 12 until 2, P. M.
CITY HOSPITAL, 319 Broadway.
SEAMEN’S RETREAT,

Staten Island. For admission, inquire of Captain Reu-

ben Brumley, corner of Water and Wall streets.

The above Directory, containing a list of each of the
Societies directly interested for seamen, and in the above
order, has been printed by our Society, and put on paste-
board, for forecastles and. cabins; and ‘it is also printed
on the cover of the tract, “A Sister’s Kind Word to a
Sailor.” T have almost every day, in my labers, found
sailors who did not know that there was a Mariners’
Church in the city, and very few who knew where to ob-
tain Bibles—and so with regard to the other Societies ;
and it seemed desirable for these and other reasons, that
something of this kind should be prepared. Its effect
must be good on the sailor, if in no other way than to
hielp banish the very common impression which exists
among them, that there is no one, or at least very few,
who feel any kind of concern for their temporal or eternal
well being.

“TITENOBLE SATLOR.”

During the great and memorable fire in the city . of
New York, on the 17th December, 1835, a mother was
seen in the streets, frantically seeking for her babe,which
had been left in the upper story ofa building enveloped in f

A young sailor, on learning the fact, rushed |
::.::n:.,;:‘, devouring element, and in a few moments re- |
storedsthe child to its mother,in safety. ,

flames.

“But ere the throng conld learn his name,
That noble tar had fled.”

Considerable inquiry was made for the individual at
the time, and we believe the grateful parents went so far |
as to make a public call for information respecting him, |
though without effect. We ‘are happy, however, to be
able now to communicate the name of Wm. H Ryndge,
late of this town, as the sailor who did this noble dee d,
though he is now beyond the ¢ praise of man,” and, we
trust, is receiving his reward in heaven. Wrm. H. Ryndge

‘“ THE NOBLE SAILOR.”

It was a fearful night,
The strong flame sped

From street to street, from spire to spire,
And on their treasures tread—

Hark ! ’tis a mother’s cry,
High o’er the tumult wild,

As rushing toward her flame-wrapped home
She shriek’d—My child ! my child !

A wanderer from the sea,

A stranger marked her woe,
And in his bosom woke

The sympathetic glow.

Swift up the burning stairs
With daring feet he flew,

While sable clouds of stifling smoke,
Concealed him from view.

Fast fell the burning beams
Across his dangerous road,

T1ll the far chamber where he groped,
Like fiery oven glowed.

But what a pealing shout !
When from the wreck he came,
And in his arms a smiling babe
Still toying with the flame.

The mother’s raptured tears
Forth like a torrent sped,

But ere the throng could learn his name,
That noble tar had fled.

Kot for the praise of man,
Did he this deed of love—
But on the bright unfading page
"Tis regisieced.above.

From The Mother’s Journal.
ANSWERS TO PRAYER.

A Materna!l Society, whose custom it is at each meet-
:E‘ o propose some t , in refere to which passa-
ges of scripture may be sought, and presented at the next
meeting, by any of the members who are disposed,—on a
recent oceasion proposed as a subject of inquiry, instan-
ces of answer to prayerrecorded in the Bible. The prac-
tice is a good one, and the topic here named is of great
interest, and worthy of being investigated. It is well to
have our minds refreshed and strengthened by the encour-
agement it is calculated to afford. Yet I could not help
saying to myself, Where is an instance mentioned in serip-
ture of prayer offered in penitence and faith, which was
not answered? Generally, the ve ssing lored is
granted. Ina few instances, t s se. But
when the specific boon is denied, a su stute is bestowed
upou the petitioner, or he receives a gracious proof of

was the son of Capt. John Ryndge of this town.
| schoolmates speak of him as of a noble, generous, darir
sposition ; one who would ‘be likely to do such an ac
|as he did at the great fire in New York.
[sion, he contracted a cold which threw him into'a con-
mption and finally caused his death, on the 23d of June
{last. The secret of his reseuing the infant alluded to
aled to his friends shortly before his death, :_:__

vation of that event. . We hope an enduring
monument will be raised to his me mory, and that, with a |
plain account of his conduet, on the said memorable occa- _
on, the following lines, by Mrs. Sigourney, written some |
time since; and published in one of the periodicals of the |
day, will be inscribed thereon.— Py ¢smouth (N, H)) Gax. M

On that occa-

His | <If it be possible, let t}

acceptance. When our Saviour prayed in the garden,
cup pass from me; yet not my
will but thine be done,’—his prayer was answered, inas-
much as his Father's will was and still further,
thotigh it was not possible ith the purpose
of man’s salvation) that the from him,
yet an angel appeared unto him, s ‘thening him.—
When Paul was tried with a thorn in the flesh, and be-
sought the Lord thrice that it might be removed, though
this was not done, he received the precious assurance,
“My grace is sufficient for thee.’

The question is a serious one—why is there now so
much prayer which apparently is not answered? Some-
times the answer may be of the same nature as was that
given to Paul ; but have we not reason from scripture to
expect frequent answers to prayer, in the bestowment of
the very blessing sought? The Apostle James wrote to
his brethren, ‘ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask
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amiss.” An inquiry respecting the character of our prayers,
their motive and spirit, may with great propriety be made
the first step in ascertaining the causeof their failure.

Secripture examples afford great encouragement to
prayer, and one important benefit which ought to be ob-
tained in seeking for and bringing them together, is an
increase of faith in God’s readiness to answer prayer.
Were the ¢ Son of Man’ now to come, would ¢he find
faith on the earth ’—Anxious mother, when in some
secret place you pour out jyour petititions that God
would convert your children, do you believe that you are
then accepted, or have you only a faint hope that at some
distant period, the blessing may be granted?

On the general subject of prayer, I lately caught from
the lips of a preacher the following extemporaneous sen-
tence :(—

“Isthe darling little one which you have borne in your
arms, and folded to your breast, sick? I need not exhort
you, Christian mother, to pray, or to pray more than once
in a day. Every hour, in all you do'for its relief, as you
give it food, or give it medicine, as you dress it, or un-
dress it, as you take it from its cradle, as you lay it upon
its couch, there goes up from your heart a constant
stream of prayer to the throne of grace that your child
may be spared. All this is that a little piece of flesh may
live a few years longer on this earth. And will you not
pray for the conversion of your children, for the salva
tion of their souls ?”

e

THE ADVOCATE.

NEW YORK, MAY '1, 1841.

The Annual Public Meeting of the A. F. M_
R. Society,will beheld (by leave of Providence)
on Tuesday evening, May 11th, at 7 o’clock, in
the Spring-street Church, near Hudson-street.
Addresses will be delivered by several clergy-
men, after the reading of the Annual Report.

An-adjourned meeting, for ladies only, will be
held at the same place, on the day following, at
10, A. M., and at 2, P. M.

We shall hope to see all our friends who come
from the country, on Tuesday, P. M., at the far-
thest. By calling at the office, 149 Nassau-
street, they will be supplied with places to which
they can go immediately on coming into the
city.

PRIZE ESSAY.

The sum of ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS is offered
as a Prize for the best Essay on the following subject,
viz—
“What system of education, applicable to the different
relations and conditions of existing practical life, will
most effectually fortify the minds of females against the
evil tendencies of the age, protect them against tempta-
tion, and preserve them in moral purity ?” The question

is to be considered in regard to the kind of instruction

most proper to be given, the age at which it is to be com-

municated, and the manner of giving it.

The following are the conditions ‘on which the prize | mental in the support of each other’s virtue. This would,

will be awarded :—

1. The essay shall contain one hundred pages, equal to
the quantity of matter in the closely printed pages of the
early volumes of the tracts, published by the American

Tract Society.

If the essay of the suecessful candidate |have originated in

matter than one hundred pages, a proportional increase
or deduction, over or under one hundred dollars, shall be
awarded.

2. Candidates will send their manuscripts free of ex-
pense, before the first of October next, to the Publishing
Agent of the Advocate of Moral Reform, in the ecity of
New York, giving their names ané addresses, under a
separate envelope, sealed.

3. Each manuscript will be submitted to a committee
of individuals, competent to judge of its merits, and no
m=<m_ovo.~ containing the name of the anthor, shall be
opened until the decision is made.

4. The committee will reserve to themselves the right
to publish the Prize Essay.

Great difficulty has existed in the minds of many indi-
viduals in regard to the proper education of their daugh-
ters. The subject is one of such vast importance that it
might well engage the attention of the mawﬁmmﬁ minds ;
and this has induced the author of this notice to offer the
prize ; and should it be the means of eliciting something
that shall arrest'the progress of evil in our age, the con-
solation that good has been done, will be ample com-
pensation.

New York, April, 1841.

IMPORTANCE OF RESPECT FOR THE
FEMALE CHARACTER.
Among the hereditary prejudices which have twined
their roots about the essential principles and the strongest
passions of our nature, one of the most mischievous is
that which originates in the early distinction between the
sexes, from which boys acyuire ideas of inherent superi-
ority, founded on pride, and supported by selfishness
That the Mahometan mother, who believes that men
alone have souls, and that women were created to con-
tribute to their pleasure and submit to their authority,
should conduct the education of her children accordingly,
is naturally to be expected. But the Christian parent,
who knows her sons and daughters to be equally heirs of
immortality—equally endowed with all that can exalt and
ennoble human nature— the means of grace and the hope
of glory—who knows eternal misery to be the conseqaence
of vice, and eternal happiness the reward of virtue—she
cannot act on this prejudice, without a manifest derelic-
tion of religious principle.
‘We are not of those who affirm that God has made no
distinction in the mental endowment of the sexes. But
we do maintain, that this distinction, which is merely
such.as to enable either sex to fulfil most perfectly the
duties of their peculiar sphere, implies neither superiority
in the one, nor degradation in the other. Of all that is
truly great or worthy—of all that is estimable in the sight
of God, both sexes are alike capable. Excited to holiness
by similar motives—exposed to similar temptations by
similar passions and frailties—sharers in the same high
destiny and the same glorious hopes—how wise would it

minor importance, they endeavored to be mutually instru-

we doubt not, be more commonly the case, were it not for
the prejudice of which we speak, and which teaches boys
to regard females with contempt, as beings of an inferior
order.

If traced to its source, this prejudice will be found to
the savage state, where physical

be, if instead of mutual jealousy concerning objects of

The heathen wife and mother, subdued by habitual misery

to slavish submission, 'inculcates on her daughters entire

subservience to the will of man—while she delights to

recognise in her sons the haughtiness and ferocity, the

strength and valor, which in her estimation comprise all

that is truly great and honorable. We owe to our blessed

Savior and his glorious gospel our escape from a thraldom

of mind and body like this. By his own exemplification

of the moral virtues, he set up a new standard of excel-
lence in the eyes of the world. By making the purifica-
tion of the heart, and the subjugation of the passions alike
the duty of all, he broke down the barriers which pride
and prejudice had erected between the sexes. Wherever
this doctrine was embraced, it elevated woman, and pro-
cured for her a degree of respect which the philosophy of
Greece and Rome had failed to purchase for her. But
the doctrines of Jesus have been embraced nominally by
millions who remain strangers to the spirit of his pre-
cepts. They have heen made to bend to human passions
and prejudices, and by the impure alliance have become
distorted and disgraced. It is even now to a great extent
true, that man looks down on those moral qualities
which are allowed to constitute the perfection of female
character. Meekness, gentleness, self-denial and chas-
tity, are considered as feminine virtues, derogatory to
the dignity of manhood. Nor is this all. Religion itself
is considered by many as rather suited to the weakness
of woman than to the strength of man. Like Felix,
women may learn to tremble at the thought of judgment
to come—and, to avert divine displeasure, they may study
the practice of righteousness and temperance, but none
of these Christian graces commend themselves to the su-
perior wisdom of man.

In Jamenting this state of things, and in suggesting the
remedy, (which we believe mainly to be in the hands of
mothers) we are pleading the cause of the other sex, ra~
ther than of our own. The consequences of wrong opi-
nions on this subject, are far less injurious to woman
than to man. The obedience which she is taught to pay
to authority, the self-sacrificing spirit daily inculcated on
her, are favorable to the cultivation of meekness, disin-
terested generosity, and self-denial. On the other hand,
every prejudice founded on selfishness and injustice in-
evitably corrupt the mind, and every act of tyranny re-
sulting from it debases the character. Were this prejus
dice of sex annihilated, the virtues of temperance and
chastity would not in the mind of man be associated
with ideas of contempt, as proper to be observed only by
the inferior part of the species—nor would habits of li-
centiousness be considered as a venial evil, but regarded
with the same horror which still attaches to female de-
pravity.

Is it not, then, the duty of every parent who is anxious
for the temporal and eternal welfare of her children, to
guard most sedulously against the introduction of this
prejudice into the infant mind? To this end, there must
be no separate rules of discipline, no system of partial
indulgence, nor restriction, nor exemption, but one gene-
ral law of propriety, decency, modesty and simplicity—
one rule of humble submission and cheerful obedience.
Boys and girls must equally be made to perceive that
there is but one path to approbation and esteem—and
that the path of duty—and made to feel that they are ap-
proved of and esteemed on no other principle. Modesty
must no longer be regarded as a sexual virtue. Why
should not boys be inspired with the feelings of delicacy
as well as girls? Why should the early corruption of
their imaginations be regarded as a matter of mE,mncw
importance ? Why should ideas of manliness and spirit
be attached to depravity of heart and manners? How
many fatal errors may be traced to this unhallowed asso-

shall, however, contain a greater or a less quantity of | strength confers an undisputed title to supreme authority.




