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FOREWORD

The Inventory of County Archives of New Hampshire is one of a
number of bibliographies of historical meterials prepared throughout the
United States by workers on the Historical Records Survey of the Works
Progress Administration. The publication herewith presented, an inven-
tory of the archives of Belknap County, is number 1 of the New Hampshire
geries.

The Historical Records Survey was undertaken in the winter of
1935-36 for the purpose of providing useful employment to needy unemployed
historians, lawyers, teachers, and research and clerical workers. In
carrying out this objective, the project was organized to compile inven-
tories of historical materials, particularly the unpublished government
documents and records which are basic in the administration of local
government, and which provide invaluable data for students of political,
economic, and social history. The archival guide herewith presented is
intended to meet the requirements of day-to-day administration by the
officials of the county, and also the needs of lawyers, business men and
other citizens who require facts from the public records for the proper
conduct of their affairs. The volume is so designed that it can be used
by the historian in his research in unprinted sources in the same way he
uses the library card catalog for printed sources.

The inventories produced by the Historical Records Survey
attempt to do more than give merely a list of records - they attempt
further to sketch in the historical background of the county or other
unit of government, and to describe precisely and in detail the organi-
zation and functions of the government agencies whose records they liste
The county, town, and other local inventories for the entire country
will, when completed, constitute an encyclopedia of local government as
well as a bibliography of local archives.

The successful conclusion of the work of the Historical Records
Survey, even in a single county, would not be possible without the support
of public officials, historical and legel specialists, and many other
groups in the community. Their cooperation is gratefully acknowledged.

The Survey was organized and has been directed by Luther H.
Evans, and operates as a nation-wide project in the Division of Women's
and Professional Projects, of which Mrs. Ellen S. Woodward, Agsistant
Administrator, is in charge.

HARRY L. HOPKINS
Administrator
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PREFACE

The Historical Records Survey was initiated in January 1936 as a
nation-wide undertaking of the Works Progress Administration, but did not
begin operations in New Hampshire until April 7. The Survey was a part of
the Federal Writers' Proiect until November 20 when it was set up as 2
geparate unit. The purpose of the Survey is to make accessible to lawyersy
historians, and students of government the records of state, county, mu-
nicipal, and town offices, In conjunction with this listing of public
records, the church records (including those of defunct organizations) will
be inventoried so that the ground work may be laid for research in this
neglected field of social history. An integral part of this endeavor will
necessitate recommendations to the custodians to encourage a more orderly
arrangement and the better eare and preservation of public records.

This volume is one in a series of publications by the Historical
Records Survey concerning the local archives of New Hampshire, A volume
on church records has already appeared and volumes on the town records will
be published by county units. The Historical Records Survey did the field

work on Belknep County in the spring of 1936. The recheck was made in the
summer of 1937.

The Survey wishes to express its appreciation for the cooperation
received from Belknap County officials and the Secretary of State. The
Survey is further indebted to the New Hampshire Works Progress Administration
for assistence received. At various times the State Director has consulted
Professors Herbert W. Hill, Allen R. Foley and Wayne E. Stevens of Dartmouth
College; Professors Allen B. Partridge and William Yale of the University of
New Hampshire, and Major Otis G. Hammond.

Requests for informstion concerning publications should be ad~-

dressed to the state dirsctor, Hoyt Administration Building, Manchester,
New Hampshire.

Richard G. Wood
State Director
June 22, 1938 The Historical Records Survey
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTY OFFICES
Introduction

New Hampshire was without county organization for almost a century
and a half after the first settlement. For many years there was no need
for a division of the Province since the population was clustered about
Portsmouth, the colonial capital. As the settlements began to reach the
Merrimack River, the inconvenience of journeying to Portsmouth for court
gsessions became more and more of a burden. £&hout 1755, an agitation be-
gan for the division of the Province into counties. At that time the
chief justice was ready to resign because of the low salary. When the
Governor requested that the chief justice be granted an adequate salary,
the Assembly refused unless the Governor and Council would consent to a
law for the erection of counties. Since ncither of the contending par-
ties would give way, the controversy continued until 1769.,1 In this year
a compromise was arranged so that the chief justice could have his salary
and the Assembly could have its counties., The eloment of compromise lay
in the fact that five counties were created, three of which were to be
established immediately and the two remaining counties were to be estab-
lished when the Governor deemed the population to be sufficient.? Hills-
borough, Rockingham, and Chcshire were created at once. Strafford and
Grafton Counties were not created until 1773.3 Royal consent to the act
of 1769 was not received until 1771,4hence the county records begin in
that year.

In some ways the Province was the pattern for the county. Formerly,
there had been one court; now there were county courts. The sheriff“and
the treasurerbhad been provincial offiecers; now one appeared in each
county. The same situation obtained for the registers of deeds and of
probate,’

As a political unit, the county stands at the half-way station be-
tween the state and the town. 1In some ways, the county represents an
advantage of centralization over the town. The county, for instance,
represents a more economical unit for the administration of relief as
shown by the abolition of town poor farms and the growth of the county
farms. The county represents a convenient unit for a division of the
superior court and it is a centralized depository for land records as
menifested in the office of the register of deeds. On the other hand,
the towns frequently owe allegiance directly to the state and not

l. Fry, W. H., New Hampshire as & Royal Province (New York, 1908),
%59-465; Upton, Re He, Revolutionary New Hampshire (Hanover, 1936),
0-11.

Re laws of New Hampshire, 3:524=530 (1769).

3¢ Ibid., 3:587-588 (1773).

4s  New Hampshire State Papers, 7:274.

S« Fry, W. H., op. cite., 471-472.

6« Richard Martyn was appointed the first treasurer under the Commission
of 1690, See Belknap, Jo, History of New~Hampshire (Pover, 1831), 91,

7¢ Laws of New Hampshire, 3:604~605 (1773).




County Convention

through the county, Roads are rarely a county concern. Education is

not a county function, and although towns are combined for educational
efficiency, the unit ie the supervigory union which frequenily cuts across
county lines. Vitel statistics are kept by the town clerks end not by

the county clerk who is merely one of the county commissioners.

The counties are not uniform in size since the area of the three
northern counties (Coos, Graf*on, and Carroll) is almost exactly the
same as the seven southe:n counties, The number of pclitical cubdivi-
siors (towns and cities) varies from eleven (Beliuap) to thirify-aine
(Grafton). In ad?ition, Coos County con“ains a snore of uiorganized
areas which have no town government. Hillsborough (140,165) is the
most populous; Carroll (14, %77), the least populous courty. Strafford
County contains “hree cities; Hilisburough and Merrimack, two each;
Belknap, Cheshirs, Goos, and Rockinghem, cne sach. Carrcll, Grafton
and Sullivan contain no vities, but in Sullivan County the town of
Claremont (12, 377) is largsr “han the two omallest cities of the state.

Like the town and the city, the county is a separate legal entity.,

- "Each county is a body corporate for the purpose of suing and being
sued, purchasing, holding and conveying real and personal estate for
county purposes, making 21l necessary contracts, and doing other neces-
sary acts relating to the property and concerns of the county."8 Other
general powers ard duties include the maintenance of certain buildings
and fireproof vaults, condemnation of land for county uses, the filing
of bonds by county officers, “he recopying of public records, and publi-
cation of amnual reports of wnich one copy must be sent to the town clerk
of each town within the county and twenty copies to the Secretary of
State who deposits bound copies in the State Library-.g

County Convention

Sometimes called the county delegation, this body is composed of
the members in the lower house of the legislature. Urnless a special
session is called, the mombers meet only during the legislative scssion
each biennium. The converticn is charged with maiing the county budget
but, in practice, the county authorities exert comsiierable control.
Prior to 1877 the records were kepl by the clerk of the court of common
pleas or his successor.iU8ince that dats the records of the convention
are deposited with tne Secretary of State., The clerk of the convention
is suppoged to send copies of proceedings to the county commissioners.
ApparentYy this is not done in all counties.

8. ¢ New (zoapahire. Chapter 35, Section 1.
9. i 1wt ey S A naTdl '

10, Rovised Statuu:s of New |
11. Public Lews of Now ;iatms

T
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County Commissioners

This board originated as county road commissioners, established in
1828. There were five for each county and were appointed by the Governor
and Council for five year terms, Their duties consisted in laying out
highways when two or more towwrs were involved‘lsz 1842 the commissioneig
appear as & threc member bosrd elected with the other county officials.
Petitions_concerning roads were referred to the commissioners by the coun=
ty court, 4Their records were deposited with the clerk of court.

A transition from the rosd commissioners to the forebears of the
present county commissioners began in the next decade. In 1855, a board
of three commissioners was created to take over the duties of the road
commissioners, to be custodians of county groperty, and to review all
claims for the support of county paupers. In 1860, the commissioners had
their powers over county paupers increased, 5Three years later, the board
was obliged to share its financial authority with the county convention. 7
In 1B75, they began to send copies of their printed annual reports to the
Secretar{ of State.l8The powers of the commissioners have steadily in=-
creased.19At present the three commissioners are elected each biennium
by popular vote.20They are the chief executive authority in the county
and their duties are prescribed by law. They make an annual report to
the State Tax Commission; appoint a superintendent of the county farm
and house of correction; and have general authority over these insti-
tutions. Moreover, they have general authority over outdoor relief.

They are in charge of county property and make repairs up to $1,000 with-
out consulting the county convention., No member of the board may be
appointed superintendent of the county farm during his incumbency_ as
commissioner. The board designates one of its members as clerk, 1
Carroll and Coos Counties the commissioners are paid on a per diem basis;
in the remaining counties they have salarlesuzzln six counties (Carroll,
Cheshire, Grafton, Merrimack, Rockingham, and Strafford) the commissioners
are elected at large but in Belknap, Coos, Hillstorough, and Sullivan
Counties, they are elected by districts.2 éThere seems to be a trend in
the latter dirsction as the district system assures the towns of a com=
missioner as against the cities.

Clerk of the Superior Court

Although justice was provided for in Massachusetts courts when New
Hampshire was under the jurisdisiion of that colony, and although the
Governor and his Council constituted a court of justice for a period,
it was not until the end of the seventeenth century that the Province
had a court which was a separate ent’uy.°4

12. Laws of New Hampshire, 9:915-923 (1828),

13. Revised Statutes i ilew Hampshire, Chapter 20 (1842).

14, Ibid., Chapter 50 (1842).

15. New | Hampsh*re Laws of 1855, Chapter 1659, Sections 37, 38.
16. New Hampsiire Laws of. 1860 Chapter 2349.

17. New Hampehire .aws o: i5.3, Chapter 2735.
18, New Hampshize le: lilﬁg;y;§ Chepter 29.

19, Public Statutes of New lempshire, Chapter 27 (1891),

20, Public Laws of New dawpehire, Chapter 36, Section 1.

2l. Tbid., Chapter 33,

42, New Hampshire Manual for the General Court 1937, 430-431.

%3, New Hampshire Laws of 1931, Chapter 134; New Hamnshlre Laws of 1929,
Chapter 142; New Hampehire Laws of 1937, Chapters 39, 83.

24: TFry, W. H.y op. cit., 421-458.
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Justice of the Peace {Trial Justice)

The act of county organization (1769) made provision for a superior
court of judicature, and inferior court of common pleas, and a court of
general sessions of the peace. The latter court was abolished in 1794,
After a varied history as to name, function and orgenization, the court
of common pleas was abolished in 1859.25During gome phases in its his-
tory it was styled the supreme judicial court. As such, it was known
in 1901, when it lost its county affiliation, and became a state court.
In that same year, the present_guperior court of judicature, organized
on g county basis, reappeared;“8nd has continued to the present time.

The constitutio%7prescribed that clerks of court shall be appointed
by the judges of the court for an indefinite term. During this term the
clerk may not act in a legal capacity (attorney or counsel) in any case
where he is the clerk. He renders accounts both to the court and to
the county commissioners. "The clerk shall keep all books, records,
files and papers belonging to his office in the safe provided for that
purpose when they are not in use.™ 8Certain county expenditures must be
approved by the justices of the superior court, such as: jury payrolls,
"state _ys. " payrolls, and miscellaneous expenses. The Brookings
Report™hes already protested against the administrative duties of the
court, The clerk prints a section, usually brief, in the county Annual

ReEOI’tSQ

Justice of the Peace (Trial Justice)

Since the colonial period the justigg of the peace has been a unit
in the judicial system of New Hampshire,®“He had a limited civil and
criminal jurisdiction. At present, the courts where the justice of the
peace exercises such powers are called justice giurts. The records are
deposited with the clerk of the superior court.® Formerly, the volume
of business was much greater than now. Since trial justices occur in
only seven New Hampshire towns, this may, strictly speaking, be regarded
a8 a town office but is mentioned here because the records have been
filed with a county repository (superior court).

Register of Deeds

As early as 1682, by order of the Governor, the task of recording
deeds was attached to the duties of the clerk of the Governor's Council,33
By the time that the Province was divided into counties, the recorder of
deeds was evidently well established since the division law continued

25, New Hampshire Manual for the General Court 1917, 188,

‘286, New Hampshire Laws of 1901, Chapter 78.

7. Arts 81,

?8. Public laws of New Hampshire, Chapter 320, Section 4.
29+ Pp. 432-433,

30. Fry, W. H., op. cit., 469-470.

gé. Public Iaws of New Hampshire, Chapter 322.

New Hampshire Manual for the General Court 1937, 427.
33, Laws of New Hampshire, 1:57~58 (1682).
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Register of Probate

that office as "appointed by the Governor Council & Assembly Aggreable
to and as has been the usual gractice in this Province in appointing
Recorders for the Province."3%The Constitution of 1784, however, pro-
vided that the registers of deeds (to use the new title) should be

elected by the people,Bgnd this has continued to be agselective office,
The office is authorized by the present constitution,.””Incumbents are

elected for a two year term. Fee system rather than a salary is in
use. By law this officer is required to register deeds and similar
instruments and make an index thereof.3'A recent duty is the_sending
of a list of deeds, mortgages, and conveyances to the towns.

Register of Probate

The probate court itself dates from colonial times. There was 39
probably a register of probate as early as 1656, and certainly by 16615
The registers in the separate counties received affirmatory powers by
legislative act in 1773,40Under the Constitution of 1784, registers were
appointed by the Governor (then called President) and Cguncil. " This
arrangement was continued by the Constitution of 1392,4§nd the office
was not made elective until an amendment in 1877, The duties of this
office have been prescribed by law from time to time. The clerk is
" answerable for the custody of all records; must keep a docket and index
of all cases; provide inventory blanks for appraisers of estates; record
inventories, wills, accounts, and appointments of a probate nature; and
make biennial return to the Secretary of State of names changed by the
probate court.44In 1935, the legislature provided that a list of de-
ceased persons be sent to the town clerks each year.

Sheriff

There seems to have been no sheriff in New Hampshire before 1682
and the duties of that office were performed by the constable.46Tne
colonial sheriff was an official of considerable importance. Appointed
by the Governor of the Province, he was the chief law enforcement
officer, and, before 1758, impanelled jurors. When the Province was
divided into counties, a sheriff was appointed for each county.” The
Constitution of 1784 provided that sheriffs should continue to be

34, Ibid., 3:527 (1769).

35. Poor, B, P., Federal and State Constitutions, (Washington, 1877),
2:1290,

36, Art. 70,

37. Public Laws of New Hempshire, Chapter 40.

38, N. H. Laws of 1935, Chapter 57.

39, New Hampshire ' ats Papers, 33:vi,

40+ laws of New Hamdshire, 3:604-605 (1773)

4l. Poore, B. P., op. cit., 2:1288-1289,

42, Ibid., 2:1302.

43, N. H. Manuel for the General Court 1937, 38.

44, Public Laws of New Hampshire, Chapter 294,

45, N. H. laws of 1935, Chapter 57.

46, Shirley, J. M., "Barly Jurisprudence of New Hampshire'
N. H. Historical Society (Concord, 1888), 1:250.

47. Fry, W. H., op. cit., 47L-472.

[ Y
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Medical Referees (Coroners)

appointed by the President (Governor) and Council and the document of
1792 continued this method.=*SHig tenure is for two years and he receives
both salary and fees, The gherisf way eppoint deputies, must serve
writs and processes, render zccourts to the county commissioners, and
attempt to suppress riots.®OIn some counties (a8 Hillsborough) the
sheriff acts 2s jailer.®

Related to the office of sheriff was that of the county crier,
This office datee from the colonial period. His fees were first men-
tioned &8s early as 1£93.%%From this list we discover that it was his
duty to call the jury and owear in the witnesses. After the formation
of the counties the crier is found as a county official. He was also
known as marshall. The laws are silent on his duties but his fees were
regulated on several occasions down to 1820.23This office seems to have
disappeared in the 1830's as it does not appear in the list of county
officers printed in the New Hanpshire Register after that decade.

Medical Referees (Coroners)

In colonial New Hampshire the coroners had the duty of investi-
gating violent or unusual deaths. In some cases they performed certain
dutieg of the sheriff.%%Ths coroners received county jurisdiction in
1769 .55The coroner was an appointive office for an indefinite period.
His duties wers fully defined in 1791.,%61n 1829, his term was reduced
to five years. Tn 1903, the term, ceroner, dropped out and was re-
placed by the term, medical referee.?8At present the medical referees
are appointed by th: Governor as provided in the constitution,9The
number in the counties varies: Coos, Grafton, and Hillsborough, three
each; Rockingham, twoj; the rewaining counties, one. The chief duty is
to hold the inquest in ceses where death "is suspected to have been
caused by violence or uniawful act." The medical referees are compen-
sated by fees. They keep no records but make reports to the attorney=-
general and/or county solicitors.60

Solicitor

In the colonial period there was one solicitor for the whole
Province known as the attorney-general®or king's attorney. He was not
mentioned in the earlier constitutions, but a law of 1789 provided that
solicitors should be appointed for each county by the Governor and

48. Poore, B. P., op- cibt., 2:1283, 1302,

49. New_Hampshire Meavel for the General Court 1937, 38.

50, Public Laws cf llow Hanpsliire, Chapters 324, 374.

51, Ibid., Chapter 397, Sections 95 X0,

2. laws of New Hampshire, 1:551 (1693).

93, Ihid., 1:579 (1693); 2:150 (1714), 279 (1718); 3:491 (1768);
91617 (1791); 7:414 (1805); 8:1008 (1820).

54, Fry, W. H.; op- cit., 472.

55+ Laws of New Hampshire, 3:526 (1769)

96, Tbid,, 5:747~751 (1791 ).

97, Ibidy, 10:54-58 (1629)

58, N. H. Laws of 1903, Chapter 134.

9« Article 45,

60. Public Laws of New Hampshire, Chapter 376.

61, Fry, W, H., op. git., 468.
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Treasurer

Oounci1;6§nd amendment in 1877 made this an elective office®® The term

is for two vears. 1In Coos and Merri U“uk :nunt es, soiicitors take

office on Jsnuary i rather than Avrii L. €474 ig the Guty of the solici~

tor to "prosecute cr defend aany suit in which the county is interested,"6?
The solicitor prints a list of erimes azd misdemeancrs committed in his
county in the Annual Tenorts and sends to % ne county commisgsioners civil
actions pending for or egainst the county 6The solicitors keep no records;
they turn over their material to the county commissioners. Only in
Cheshire, and Hillsborough Counties have records of the solicitor been
discovered.

Trsasurer

County treasurers evidently existed from the division of the Pro-
vince into counties, since they are mentioned in the Constitution of
1776. That brief document®&tated that they were elective and this status
has been retained. Tenure is for two yeare, The duties of the major
county administrative officers are so arranged that the treasurer re-
mains a part-time official. The duties of the treasurer are to collect
the county taxes; disturss funds upon receiving vouchers from the county
commissioners or upon order from the superior court; render an annual
statement of funds receivad to the county commissioners; and borrow
money w1th the advice andé consent cf the commissioners and the superior
court.684t the svggestion of the Brookings Institute, a uniform system
for receipts and paymenis sponscrad by the State Tax Commission was intro-
duced in 1935.59

Auditors

The county audltors date from the 1870's when they were appointed by
the county convention,”CAt present, two auditors, one from each of the
two major political partles, are appointed annually by the superior court.
They audit the accounts of the county commissioners, the superintendent
of the county farm, and the county treasurer at regular intervals and on
special occasions upon order of the superior court.” They publish a certi-
fication of their audit in the Annual County Reports,

Superintendent of the County Farm

During the colonial perlod the poor of the town were cared for by
the justices of the peace.’?later, the poor were auctioned off for their

62. laws of New Hamnsa:re 5:463 (1789)
63. N. He Manual For uhe Geﬁnrel Gourt 1937, 38,
64, Public Laws of New demoshire, Chapter 36 Section 1.
65. Ibid., Chapter 16, Section i9.
66, Ibid., Chapter 16, Sections 24, 25.
67. Poore, B. P., 6piC it EiLBRD.
68. Public Laws of New_Fampshire, Chapter 39.
sgé N. H. Laws of .Lq‘ g, Ok wapter 165.
« Ne H. Laws of 1472, Ghapter 43,
71. Publi¢ Lamuwc_ New ‘'z ipahire, Chapter 35, Sections 18-25,
72. Fry, W. H., ep. cihey 210,




ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW HAMPSHIRE COUNTIES
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B. BELKNAP COUNTY &ND ITS RECORDS SYSTEM
l. HISTORICAL SKETCH

Belkrap County is centrally located in the lake region of New
Hampshire. &n importsnt Indian village was located at The Weire in
pre—columbian timas. The firsi explorers were iwo agents of Jovernor
Endicott of Masscchusettis Baylwho reached tne leke in 1&5%, leaving
their traces on the boulider which is now known as Eadicott Rock, at
The Weirs, MAlthoveh this county marked the limits of the most extreme
clpims of Massachusetts, tha® colony granted no towns within Belkuoap
County., It dces notu appear thal any towa in this county wos settled
before the French and Tndian War, but the county filled up by *he
opening of the Revolutionary struggle. Lacorian, now the most impor-
tant center in the lake region, began its exiscence as a part of
Meredith, and was not separsted until a late date (1855).

The name, Belkwap, pernetuntes the fame ~f Jersmy Belknap, New
Hempghire's pioneer historian. Irom 17719to 124G, most of tke towas
therein were included in Strafford County*but in the lust menticned
year, Belknap County achieved separate corporate existence.® Laconia
is the county seat and the only municipality. There are ten towns:
Alton, Barnstead, Belmont, Center Harbor, Gilford, Gilmanton, Meredith,
New Hampton, Sanbornton, and Tilton.4 Belknap County is bounded on the
north by Grafton and Carroil Counties and Lake Winnipesaukee; on the
eagt by Strafford County; on ths south by Merrimack County; and on the
west by Grafton County. According to the census of 1930, Belknap
County had a population of 22,623 persons.

2. GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION AND RECORDS SYSTEM

When Belknap County was incorporated (1840) there were few
offices which are now archaic, since experimentation in county govern-
ment belongs largely to the periods preceding 1840. The deviations
from that time to the present have been relatively minor, and concerned
mostly with details rather than general principles.

The removal of all jurisdiction from the parent county of
Strafford to the newly created county of Belknap was not immediate,
since the act of incorporation stated that the probate court in
Strafford should settle all unfinished business, that taxes for 1840
should be collected by Strafford, and that prisoners should continue
to be jailed in Strafford until the new county should build a jail.
The act of incorporation provided, however, that the new county should
have & judge of probate, register of probate, sheriff, register of
deeds, and treasurer, chosen as in the other counties. Furthermore,
the act authorized the Belknap county convention, and the holding,
Within tae confines of this county, of a superior court of judicature
and a court of common pleas.

e

1. Belknup, J, history of New Hampshire, (Dover, 1851), 56.

2 Vide Tanner Map in U. S. Consus, Leads of Families...1790:
New_Hampshire, (Washington, 1917).

3» N, h, Laws of 1840, Chapter DXXXIX.

4. N. H, Manual for the General Court 1937, 56.

S» New Hompshire lews of 1840, Chapter 539.




Governmental Organization and Records System BELKNAP

In 1842, the New Hampshire Register listed the Belknap County
offices as clerk of court, county solicitor, county treasurer, register
of deeds, county sealer, road commissioners, justices of the peace,
sheriff, deputy sheriffs, and coroners.

A few changes have occurred since that time. The office of sealer
of weights and peasures (county sealer) was abolished by law as a county
office in 1919; ‘'moreover, Belknap County seems to have abandoned this
office ewen earlier than the other counties except Hillsborough and
Coos+8 Road commissioners have given way to county commissioners. The
latter were authorized by legislative act in 1855 to be clected in 1856;9
they first appeared in the 1857 issue of the New Hampshire chistcr.lo
Coroners were replaced by a medical referee in 1903,41The medical referee
also acts as county farm doctor.

County auditors, appointed by the county convention, were provided
for by law in the 1870's; d Belknap County had this office at least
as carly as 1878.13Various terms such as “agent™ and "overscer" have
been used to denote the office now held by the superintendent of the
county farm, but the term “superintendent" was in use at least by 1873,
although his first report did not occur until 1875.14The office of
justice of the peace (trial justice), although a county office in the
sense that its records are filed with the clerk of the superior court,15
is not conccrned with Belknap County, at the present time, since of the
seven New Hampshire towns that now have trial justices none are located
in Belknep County.l6

The present Belknap County offices consist of auditors; clerk of
the superior court; county commissioners; register of deeds; judge of
probate; register of probate; sheriff; deputy sheriffs; solicitor;
superintendent of the county farm, house of correction, and jailj;
treasurer; medical referee (county farm doctor), chaplain; and county
physician. The auditors, judge of probate, medical referee, deputy
sheriffs, superintendent of the county farm, house of correction, and
jail, clerk of the superior court, county physicign and chaplain are
appointive; the others are elective. 8Since l931,1ghe county com=~
missioners have been elected from districts, whoreas, formerly, they
were elected at large.

6« New Hompshire Rogister 1842, 50-52.

7. New Hempshire Lews of 1919, Chapter 149, section 3.

8. New Hampshire Register 1918-1919, 324-328.

9, New Hampshire Laws of 1855, Chapter 1659, Sections 37, 38,

10. New Hampshire Register 1857, 55.

1l. New Hampshire Laws of 1903, Chapter 134; New Hampshire Register 1903,
288=290,

12, New Hampshire Laws of 1872, Chapter 43,

13. MS. Belknep County Records, 1878.

14, Belknap County Reports 1873, 1875.

15. Public Laws of New Hampshire, .hapter 322,

16, Nev Hampshire Menuml for tho Gen:eal Court 1937, 427,

17. New Hompshire Lows of 1931, Cha
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3. HOUSING, CARE, AND ACCESSIBILITY OF THE RECORDS

The original Belknap County court house was presented to Straf-
ford County in 1820,1§wenty years before Belknap County was organized
by splitting off the former domain of Strafford County into three
counties-~Strafford, Carroll, and Belknap.

The act which provided for this new county arrangement selected
the town of Gilford as the meeting place for the superior court of
judicature, and the towns of Gilford, Sanbornton, Gilmanton, and
Meredith as meeting places for the court of common pleas in Belknap
County. This same act declared that the probite court in Strafford
County should settle all unfinished business. 9By 1844, however, the
new county of Belknap had acquired its own srobate courty, and Gilford
was selected as the place for its sessions. OThis would seem to indi-
cate a certain amount of indecision at first as to the location of the
county seat. Eventually, however, the choice fell upon that section
of Meredith popularly known as Meredith Bridge, which afterwards be-
came the town, and finally the city of Laconia. Court was held in
the building mentioned above.

A colorful picture has been painted of the Meredith Bridge
community on court day. "...the town would be full of people who had
come in to trade, to exchange gossip, and, lmst of all, to attend
courts,...The route to the court-house was lined with peddlers and
fekers,...there was noise enough for the passage of an army...

"Opposite the court-house was a grove and an open space adjacent,
Here the jockeys swarmed and swapped horses until after dark when the
dickering was transferred to the taverns....The celebration of the
'great day' of court was a feature on the local calendar until the
outbreak of the Rebellion," 21

ghe first court house was replaced by the present structure in
1893;2 nd the old building was bought in 1894 by the People's Christian
Church, later the First Christian Church, and was used as a meeting
house until 1903 when this denomination moved to its present quarters.
Subsequent to 1903, it had been used, at various times, as an armory,
gymnasium, and polling place. The building is now known as Carnival
Hall, and owned by Mr. Daniel Rowe; it is located across the street
from its original location on the site of the present court house, a
red brick structure of ugly design, located at 64 Court Street,
Laconia, Herse are housed the offices of the county commissioners,
clerk of superior court, register of deeds, register of probate, and
sheriff. Fireppoof vaults contain approximately eighty percent of the
county recordse.

A basement vault (9' x 16' x 8') is provided for the records of
the county commissioners, but excessive dampness makes its utilization
practically impossible. The commissioners' records, therefore, are
distributed between the basement vault (which still contains a portion

18, WNoses, G. H., "The City on the Lakes: A Sketch of Laconia®,
Granite Monthly, 17:65.

19. Now Hempshire Laws of 1840, Chapter 539.

20, New Hampshire Laws of 1844, Chapter 133.

3l, Moses, G. Hs, loc. cit., 17:62-96.

22, MS. Belknap County Convention Records, Feb, 28, 1893,
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of the older records) a bascment storeroom, the¢ sheriff's office, and the
comnissioners' office. With the exception of an iron safe in the
gheriff's office, facilities for the proper storage and safe keeping of
the commissioners' records are lacking. The basement storercom offers
sufficient space, but is extremely dusty and not fireproof. Many of the
records in the commissioners' office are piled in bookcases and on the
closet floor. There are no accommodations for users. The commissioners
maintain a separate relief office in the basement of the court house,

and about seventy-five percent of the relief records are located here,
the balance, are in the commissioners® office.,

The superior court records ere housed in the clerk's office vault
(15" x 10* x 8'), It is electrically lighted and clean, but poorly
ventilated and somewhat congested. A portion of the treasurer's and
sheriff's records are also kept here. A steecl table has becn provided
as an accommodation for users,

The register of deeds is forced to share a common vault (16° x 16"
x 8') with the register of probmte. File boxes from each office are
placed back to back to form the partition. Entrance to each section of
the vault is gained only through doors from the respective offices. The
register of deeds' section is electrically lighted, poorly ventilated,
and extremely crowded. There is no room for expansion. Two tables have
been provided as accommodations,

The register of probate shares the same congested conditions as
does the raogister of deeds. A small shelf in the vault and a large
table outside have been provided for users. There is no room for ex-
pansion,

The sheriff's records are divided between the clerk of superior
court's vault, the basement storeroom, and the sheriff's office. An
iron safe (% 2/3' x 3%'x 2 2/3') is provided for the records in the
sheriff's office,

The records of the county tremsurer are perhaps the most widely
dispersed of any officer. The major records are kept in the commissioners!®
office, the sheriff's office safe, and the treasurer's private office;
the others are stored in the vault and storeroom of the basement.

The Belknap County farm, house of correction, and joil adminis-
tration building serves as the second major county depository. The
Belknap County delegation, in 1852, passed & resolution for the purchase
of a farm where the county poor might be provided for, and where if it
should prove feasible, a jail might be built for the care of prison-
ers.%30n January 12, 1853, the county secured the farm known as the
Denforth Place or the Stephen Boynton Homestead 24From time to time th
county continued to buy land in the vicinity of the original purchase.
It is probable that the jail was built at the time the farm was pur-
chased, as the securing of a site for a jail was one of the reasons for
the purchase of the farm.

On November 23, 1871, a fire started in one of the county barms.
At the time, a strong wind was blowing, and, as a result, the flames

23, MS. Belknap Records (Minutes of County Conventions, etc.), 1852,

%4, MS. Belknap Records (Dceds, Leases), 20:507 (1853).

®5. Tbid., 38:552 (1863); 55:136 (1872); 58:146 (1875); 77:179 (1887);
101:517 (1889); 211:295, 297 (1934).
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were carried to other buildings. The principal structures, except the
jail, were destro edazsRebuilding operations began in 1872, and con-
tinued into 1873.97Additions were made in 1901, 1915, and 1924., The
county convention voted the constﬁﬁction of a new jail in 1916.“"Some
outbuildings were turned in 1935,%but neither the main structure nor its
additions were affected by these fires,

The cemtral structure consists of an administration building,
with four wings, one of them a jail. Except for the brick jail, the
buildings are not fireproof, but have connection with the Laconia water
system and all contain hose. They are located on the outskirts of the
city on the road leading from Laconia to Meredith Center,

Records are located in the superintendent's office, situated on
the first floor, southwest corner of the administration building.
This office has steam heat, is well lighted, and is equipped with a safe
(6' x 9" x 17') and a file box (9" x 6™ x 15"), Persons consulting
the records may avail themselves of a flat-top desk and chairs. They
must be accompanied by the superintendsnt,

Recommendations. The facilities for keeping the records of the county
commissioners are inadequate, due primarily to dampness of the county
commissioners' vault in the basement of the court house. This vault, in
its present condition, is of little use. The difficulty could be
rcmedied, however, without the construction of a new vault, since it
is possible to make the present one damp proof. It is necessary that
the commissioners should have a dry vault for the proper housing of
past records. Their current records ere kept in good condition in an
office that is being modernized with steel cabinets and cupboards. A
safe, or vault, should be provided for concentrated storing of the
sheriff's records, now in three places., The records of the county
treasurer are even more widely dispersed than are those of the sheriff.,
The vault of the register of probate is adequate for the present, but
this officer will soon need additional space for his records. A
rearrangement of records is all that is necessary for providing ad-
ditional space in the thoroughly modern vault of the clerk of the
superior court. The vault of the register of deeds is totally in-
edequate. At the present time, this vault is divided and is used
also by the register of probate. It might be advisable to give over
the entire vault to one of these offices, and build a new one for the
other office.,

The safe used by the superintendent at the county form is out-
moded, and should be replaced by a new and larger one. Another card
file is needed in the superintendent's office.

26. The Laconisa Democrat, November 30, 1871; Lake Villagc Times,
November 23, 1871.
27. The laconia Democrat, Mey 30, 1872; Lake Village Times, Feb, 15, 1873,
28. MS. Belknap County Gonvention Records, «Feb. 25, 1916, ,
29. Laconia Evening Citizen, June 4, 19353  August 21, 193%,
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4, LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS, SYMBOLS, AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

8lphesescossccorosarasas.alphabetical(ly)
BPPTOXeceesssscsssscssessaPproximately
BIToceccncssensinsssessesarranged (arrangement)
BVETesserssrascnnssseees BVOrage
bBeissecreecsearnsnnenessbasemENt
Chronessssesecansssaanssschronological(ly)
hdWeoeseossenasessncons,shandwritten (in ink)
ibid...o..4.....om-.....ibidem (iﬂ the same
place)
idecescecsciavsvsnassssssidem (the same; the same
as above)
Leacscocecsanrsneonoasss.Library
MS(S)...............n....Manuscript(s)
N. H. H. SeesvvnivieovosNew Hampshire Historical
Society
N0(B)eceerceescssasseees number(s)
OELE . o vt s vidiesase DL ETC0
Posscocsssnsesnansnnssas page
PPescecssnasscassnsnsensspAEes
Preccsocsrscsnsssessssenceprinted
SuptesccecsvesncanaanasssBuperintendent
Vidssveasesssissensnneessvault
VOR( ) ciws oo anssusbasss savolume(s)
U R P e R e L T L
setessscssciancssssanseo.passim (here and there;
everywhere )

Exact title of records are written in solid caps without
parentheses. In the absence of titles, descriptive titles have been
assigned, which are written in solid caps and enclosed in parentheses.,
If a record title is not descriptive of the contents of the record, an
assigned explanatory title, written with initial caps and enclosed in
parentheses, has been added.

Figures or letters in parentheses, following the number of volumes or
file boxes, indicate the labeling of a record.

Cross refeorences between entries are used to guide a user to prior,
intermediate, subsequent or related records.

Unless the index is self-contained, an entry for the index immediately

follows its record entry. OGross references are given for exceptions to this
rule,

A general index to a series of records always precodes the records.

When & series consists of more than one volume, it is understood that
the &vorage number of pages is given.

Measurements are always given in inches, unless otherwise indicated,
and, therefore, the symbol (") has been omitted.

Unless otheorwise specified, it is to be assumed that the rccord is in
good condition,
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C. COUNTY OFFICES AND THEIR RECORDS
I. COUNTY CONVENTION

When the territory now composing Belknap County was a part of
strafford County, this section was naturally represented by the Strafford
Gounty Convention (delegation), but when Belknap became a separate_county,
the act of incorporation provided for a Belknap County econvention.

1. BELKNAP COUNTY (Delegation Records), 1878--. 5 vols.
1847-51, 1855-77 lost; 1B842-46, 1852-54, in entry 107,

Minutes of meetings of county delegation: date, time and place of meeting,
list of members present and election of officers; action taken in regard
to finances, county officials and county buildings; and recommendations of
county commissioners, cnd all other matters pertaining to county. 1
duplicate vol., 1915-34. Chron. arr., no index. 1878-99, hdw.; 1900--,
hdw. znd typed, pasted in. 250 pp. 105 x 8+ x £, 1878--, 4 vols. be. Ve
gecrctary of State; 1915-34, 1 vol. off. sheriff.

IT. COUNTY COMMISIONERS

The office of county commissioners had not been estcblished when the
county was set off, but came into being scventeen years later (1851 )
Since 1931, commissioners in Belknap County have been elocted by districts
rether than at loarge. District 1 consists of wards 1 to 6 inclusive in the
city of Laconia; district 2, the towns of GCenter Harbor, Meredith, New
Hempton, Sanbormton, and Tilton; snd district 3, the towns of Belmont,
Gilmanten, Burnsteud, alton, and Gilford.38Records are kept in the base-
ment veult, relicf officu, sheriff‘s office, and commissioners' office,
county court house; znd in the public library, Laconia, and the Stcte
Library, Concord.

Minutes and Reports

2« BELKNsP COUNTY REPORTS, 1871~-. 66 vols. Prior reccords aond
1872, missing.,

Reports of county officers: auditors, county delcgation, commissioners,
county physician, treosurer, clerk of the superior court, sheriff, solici=-
tor, and superintendent of the county farm. Also, inventory at farm.
Departmentally arr., no index. Pr. 50 pp. 9 x 6 x 3/16. 1871, 1879,
Stete L., Concord; 1873-78, 1880, City L., Leconia; 1881-1928, ba. V.;
1929--, 8 vols., off. commissiomers.

Welfare
(See clso entry 61)

3» WCTIVE C.SES (Dirsct Relief,) 1935-=. 2 vols. System began
4935,
Dircet relicf rccord: casc number, nume, wife, wddriss, budget,
amploy:ibles, Wegos, number cf children, ages, date, balonce of budget,
totul relice werk, work rolief, direct relief, check number, prcvisions:
bourd rnd curc, fuel, rent, light-woter-gos, clothing, mediccl cid,

30 New Hompshirc L.ws of 1840, Oh.ptor 539.
8l. Nuw Himpshirc Registor 1857, 55.
32 Now Hompshire Lows of 1931, Chapter 134.
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miscellaneous,'feed and seed, Alph. arr. by townse -No index. Hdw. on
pr. forms. 1000 pp. 132 x 10 x 6, Off. commissioners.

4, INACTIVE CASES (Direct Relief), 1935-=, 1 vol. System

began 1935. Last entry 1935. 1933-34 handled by New Hampshire

Emergency Relief Administration.
Bolknap County inactive direct relief record: case number, name of man
and wife, address, budget, employables, wagcs, number and ages of children,
date, balance of budget, totel relief, work relief, direct relief, check
number, provisions: board and care, fuel, rent, light~wator-gas, clothing,
medical 2id, miscellancous, feed and seed. Alph. arr. by names of cases
within towns. No index. Hdw. on pr. forms. 500 pp. 13§ x 10 x 3%,
0ff. commissioncrs.

5, BELKNAP COUNTY--OPEN AND CLOSED CASES (Relisf Applications,

Case Histories, Social Service Records), 1935--, 6 file drowers.

System stzrted 1935,
Application for aid showing history of applicant, financizl and employment
status; numbor in family, requirements of family, certification of accuracy,
permits to cxamine bank accounts, employers' records of wages, and type and
emount of aid given; case history: investigator's record of family,
housing, and special problems; and New Hompshire Social Service index:
neme, age, birthplace and occupation of man, wife, and children; different
spellings of surnome and other names, present address, previous addresses;
dato, and name of agency. Alph., arr. by names of applicants, No index.
Hdw. on pr. forms; case history typed. 10 x 13% x 26%. Relief off.

6. (FINANCIAL RECORDS OF RELIEF CASES), 1935--. 1 file box.
System started 1935,

Financial records of charges against each case: neme, address, case number ,
reimbursed by, soldiers' aid, date, order number, cash, and commoditics
(food, household necessities, rent or sheltor, clothing, fuel, gas, light,
wator, medicel, sced, feed, board and care, other and total), snd work
relief; at bottom: neme, case number, budget, number in family, number
single, number employable, and number receiving work relief. Alph. arr.
by names of cases. No indox. Hdw. on pr. forms. 6% x 8% x 11%. Relicf off.

For prior records of soldiers' eid, sce entry 8.

7. (OLD AGE ASSISTANCE AND AID TO THE BLIND), 1931--. 3 file drawers.
dpplications for old age assistance and blind aid, applicant's authorization
to furnish financial information; report on applications for old age
assistance, supplemental record on application and current case record,
report on reinvestigation of recipient of old age assistance, old age
assistonce financicl records; report of changes in old age assistancc;
grants: report of decths of recipients of old =ge assistance, report of
wcashed or cancelled checks; refunds or other recoveries on expenditures
for old age assistance, report of extra aid authorized, tax record report,
settlement and recommendation notice, notice of decision on application,
relatives* reports, certification of claims, warrantee decds, ond agrce-
ments for reimbursement. Alph. arr. by names of recipients. No index.

Hiw, on pr. forms and hdw. 11} x 134 x 26, Off. commissioners,

For prior records of blind aid, sec entry 8,
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g, AID TO DEPENDENT SOLDIERS AND BLIND, 1889-1320, 1 vol,
1921~30, lost. No prior records kept.
Aid to dependent soldiers and blind: date, town, to whom, purpose, and
omount. Chron. arr., under each town for cach year. No index. Hdwe.
190 ppo 13 x 8 x 4. Off. sheriff,
For subsequent records of aid to blind, see entry 7. For subsequent
records of aid to soldiers, see entry 6.

9, DEPENDENT CHILDREN, 1935-~, 1 file drawer. OSystem started 1935.
Report on case: name of dependent child, case number, place residing, place
boarding, person caring for child, name of town, rate per month, chonges in
rate, and clothing supplemented; child placement report: date, child's name,
birth date, name of paremts (living or dead), name and address of person
placed with, type of placement (boarding house, free home, placed for
adoption), terms, and name of town or county respomsible; placement in
hospital: name of hospital, case number, name, age and address of child,
attending physician, relief status, and rate per diem; clothing furnished:
date, invoice number, name of debtory quantity and article, unit paid, and
total amount; and correspondence. Alph. arr, by name of child. No index.
Typed on pre. forms with reports and correspondence typed. 10% % 11%- % 255
Relief off.

10. (RENT AND MILK FILE), active file (undated). 1 file drawer.
System began July 1936,
Orange cards (milk): mname, address, number in family, ncme of investigator,
number of quarts daily, snd from whom; white cards (rent): name, address,
name of investigator, amount of rent, and to whom paid. No dates on cards;
no proof that cards concern cases 1936~-= only., Alph. arr. by names of
recipients. No index. Typed. 6% x 5 x 44. Off. commissioners.

11, (PAUPER RECORDS, MISCELLANEOUS), 1921-33. 1 vol.,
Family record: birth place of men and wife, present and past residence,
and names and ages of children; record of aid to poor charged to other
counties: date, to whom, amount, date billed, notation if paid; also
miscellaneous receipts of rebates from towns for aid, from sales, and from

insurance., Chron. arr. No index. Hdw. 128 pp., 134 x 8 3/8 % 5/8.
0ff. sheriff,

Welfare (financial)

12, (RELIEF ORDERS), Jan. 1935-=, 1 file box, 60 bundles, System
began 1935.

Type of relief (regular relief, dependent soldiers and children, needy blind),
number in family, name and address of vendor, date, order number and
Comlflodities to be issued (food, household necessities, rent, clothing, fuel,
medicine and other), also certification of receipt of above aid. Alph. arr.
by names of cases. No index. Hdw. on pr. forms. File box, 5 x 9 x 133
bundles, 5% x 82 x 3. Relief off.

13, (RELIEF ORDERS AND BILLS FROM VENDORS), 1930--. 12 file boxes,
: 180 bundles (numbered and dated). 1933=35 lost.
Bills from vendors for supplies to court house and to relief cases: date,
Purchase, and amount; some of the latter have the original relief orders
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attached showing information as in entry 1235 and investigators' mileage
reports: name and address of investigator, date, name and address of
families visited, mileage, and amount. Chron. arr. No index. Hdw. on
pr. forms, hdw., and typed. File boxes, 7 x 45 x 14; bundles, 9 x 12 x
z%. 0ff. commissioners.

14, RECORD OF PAUPERS (Notes due on the County Farm), 1856-95.
1 vol.

Notes due on county farm, Mar. 1856-Mar. 1869: date, to whom, and credited
cmounts, (cmount of peyments on interest, principal)s paupers cdjudged,
Sept. 1856=Mar. 1895: dute, ncme, town, cmount paid; cfter Sept. 1861
the cmount is not shown. 1Indexed clph. in front of “vel, us N (notes due),
cnd P (paupcrs adjudged). Hdw. 300 pp. 1072 x 8 x 1. Off. sheriff.

For subsequent records of notes, scc cntrics 21, 93.

Proporty

15. INVENTORY OF PROPERTY AT COJ%Y FARM, 1857-1929. 5 vols.
1876-87, 1904-17, lost. 1857=62 in entry 16.
Ttomized invontory of wll property vt county firm (real and porsonl)
with valuations, listed by departments and summarized. Departmentally
arr. No index. 1857-1903, 1922-29, 4 vols., hdw.; 1918-21, 1 vol.,
hdw. in pencil. 150 pp. 14 x 9 x 1%, Off. sheriff.
For reluted records, 1871--, see entry 2.

16. (INVENTORY AND ACCOUNT BOOK~GCOUNTY TARM), 1857-70. 1 vol.
1863-64 not kept.
Inventory of county farm, 1857-62, entry 153 and accounts, 1865-70,
entry 168, Chron. arr., no index. Hdw. 50 pp. 8% x T X 5+ Bos Ve

Finoncial

17. (GENERAL LEDGER), 1935--. 3 volse System begon 1935.
Receiptss date, source (county tuxcs, income for county farm, temporary
loss, bonds, and all other receipts), amountj p ayments: date, purpose, and
amount for jail and house of correction, operation and meintenance of
plant, public welfare (direct relief, old age assistance, blind aid, depend=~
ent soldiers and children), salaries and expenses of county officers,
care and supplies for court house, superior court (jury payrolls, state
vs.=-payrolls, counscl fees, stenographer, sheriff, deputies, clerk of
court), register of probate, rogister of decds, indcbtedness (intcrest
and principal on temporary loans and bonds), outlay for construction and
cquipment, farm burcau, relicf administration, Gilford Ski Projcct,
National Youth Administration, Foderal Writors' Project, rccopying
rcecordd for rogister of decds, Blister Rust Project, Morcdith Sawing
Projcct, rcbuilding county farm barn, and Laconia Sewing Projccte
Indczed alph. by items in front of vol. Hdw. 200 pp. 105 x 82 x
Off. sheriff,

For prior rclated rccords, sco entries 18, 19,

2
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18. LEDGER (Financial and Case Records of Poor off Farm),

Jene 2, 1926-Dec. 12, 1934. 1 wol. Discontinued.
Miscellancous receipts: date, from whom received, purpose, and amount ;
payments : date, to whom paid end amount; and case histories: name of
¢aso, number of dependents, address, and physical disability (if any)as
Partinlly indexed alphs by names of cases in front of vol. Hdw. 128 pp.
13% x 8% x 3. Off. sheriff,

For prior related records see entry 19. For subsequent related
rocords, sce entry 17.

19. JOURNAL (Record of Payments), 1865-97: 2 vols.
Record of payments made by county commissioners: name of town, voucher
number, to whom paid, purpose, and amount. At end of year there is a
recapitulation by towns showing total expenditures for each town and
total expenses of county, signed by commissioners and certified by
auditors. Alph. arr. by towns. No index. Hdw. 350 pp. 14 x 9 x 1L,
Ba. Ve

For subsequent related records, see entries 17, 18,

20, JOURNAL (Record of Orders Drawn on the Treasurer), May 1882=
Dec. 25, 1895. 3 vols. No prior records kept; discontinued.
Orders drawn on the treasurer: order number, date, to whom, purpose, and
amount. Chron. and numerically arr. by order nos. No index. Hdw.
S5 pp. 132 x8x1. V.

21. (RECORD OF NOTES), 1870=1900. 1 vol. 1899-- in entry 93,
Number, date, time and ratc, amount, to whom payable, authorized by, when
due, interest paid (date, amount), principal paid (date, amount), and
remarks, Chron. arr., no index. Hdw. on pr. forms. 50 pp. 105 x 8 x 1%.
V.

For prior related records, see entry 14,

III., CLERK OF THE SUFERIOR COURT

The act that incorporated Belknap County provided for a superior
court of judicagyre which was abolished in 1855 in favor of the supreme
judicial court. In 1874, the former court rggppeared "instead of the
supreme judicial court heretoforc cxisting”.”“The supreme coyrt
succceded the superior court of judicature, however, in 1876"and continued
until 1901 when the present superior court appeared“and supplanted tho
supreme court which lost its county affiliation and became a state court.
Consequent%g, the supreme court became the highest present-day court in
the state.” Except for 10 file boxes of correspondence in the basement
storeroom, all records are kept in the clerk’'s office vault.

33, New Hampshire Laws of 1840, Chapter 539.

34, Now Hempshire Laws of 1855, Chapter 1659.

35, New Hampshire Laws of 1874, Chapter 97.

36. Now Hampshire Laws of 1876, Chapter 25.

37. New Hampshire Laws of 1901, Chapter 78.

38. New Hampshire Manuel for the General Court 1917, 187.
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Judicial :
(See also entries 152, 162)

22. (General) INDEX; EQUITY-STATE-CIVIL-SESSION-LAW TERM
CASES (Plaintiff and Defendant), 1841--, 6 vols.,
8 file boxes. (6 dated vols., 1841-1930; 8 undated
file boxes, 1931--).

Alph. arr. index to equity, state, civil, session, and law term cases:
names of plaintiffs and defendants, docket number, entered (term and
year), and judgment (vol. and page). Hdw. and typed on pr. forms.
Vols., 300 pp. 185 x 124 x 2; file boxes, 3% x 5% x 13.

23. (0fficial) DOCKET, 1841--. 123 vols. (dated).

Civil, state, equity, and session dockets: date and term of court, jury
trial number, docket number, names of jurors, names of plaintiff and
defendant, soliciters, case history, verdict, and disposition. Indexed
alph. by names of plaintiffs and defendants in front of vols.; also,
for index, see entry 22. Hdw. on pr. forms. 150 pp. 134 x 8% x 4.

For related records 1906-34, see entry 153.

24, (Waste) DOCKET, 1856--. 138 vols. (dated). Prior records
and 1858-62, 1868~74 lost.

Civil, equity, state, and session dockets: date and term of court,
officers of the court, official stenographcrs, list of Belknap County

Bar, list of jurors, jury trial number, docket number, type of case,

nomes of plaintiffs and defendants, solicitors, brief history of case,

and vordict rendered. Indexed alph. by names of plaintiffs and defend-
ants, some located in front, a few in rear; also, for index, sce entry 22.
Hiw. on pr. forms. 150 pp. 6% x 3% x 1.

25, JUDG(E )MENTS, 1841--. 26 vols. (1-26, dated).

Court judgments: date and term of court, docket number, names of plain-
tiff and defendant, solicitors, indictment, offcnse, plea, verdict, and
disposition. For index, scc entry 22. 1841-1905, hdw.; 1906--, typed.
600 ppe 1T % IR % 3.

26. CIVIL CASES, 1841--. 123 filc boxes (1-9426, 1841-90; 1-9219,
1886=~~),

Original court documents in civil actions: (Appeals), entry 35;

(Vcrdicts), entry 42; (Trustecs’ Depositions), entry 47; (Inquiry, Contest,
end Adjustment of Title), entry 50; (Auction Sale of Attached Property),
entry 52; (Writs of Possession), entry 553 (Writs of Injunction), entry 57,
(Writs of Attachment), entry 58; (Writs of Execution), entry 59; (Writs of
Replevin), entry 60; (Appointments of Referees), entry 863 (Witness Fees),
entry 95; (Attorney's Appearance Slips), entry 102; (Copies of Court Trials),
entry 106; (Agreements), entry 115; and (Appraisals), entry 116. For index,
see entry 22. Hdw., typed, and hdw. and typed on pr. forms. 102 x 4% x 133,
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o7, STATE CASES, 1841--, 28 file boxes {1-2187),

Original court documents in state cases (regular and appealed); Appeals
ghowing information as in enmtry 353 {Recognizance), entry 36; (Summons),
entry 37; (Subpoena), entry 38; (Complaint and Werrant), entry 39;
(Mittimus), entry 40; (Indictments), entry 41; Verdicts showing infor-
mation as in entry 42; {Defendants*and Plaintiffs* Exhibits), entry 49;
(Capias Writs), entry 56; Writs of execution showéng information as in
entry 59; (Petitions for Information), entry 77; (Payrolls), entry 92;
mitness fees showing information as in entry 95; (Bail Bonds), entry 104;
and (Copies of Court Trials), entry 106. For index, see entry 22. Hdw.,
typed, and hdw. and typed on pr. forms. 102 x 4% x 13%.

28. KQUITY CASES, 1839--. 59 file boxes (1-687, 10 file boxes,
1839-90; 1-3914, 49 file boxes, 1871--). Title varies: LAW
TERM CASES.

Original court documents in equity cases: appeals showing information

as in entry 35; summons showing information as in entry 37; subpoena
showing information as in entry 38; verdicts showing information as in
entry 42; (.imendments), entry 44; (Bills in Equity), entry 45; (Libel
for Divorce ), entry 46; (Affidavits), entry 48; inquiry, contest, and
adjustment of title showing information as in entry 50; (Mortgage Fore=~-
closures), entry 51; (Adjustment of Partnership Accounts), entry 53;
(Disputed Wills and Codicils), cntry 54; writs of posscssion showing
information as in entry 55; writs of injunction whowing information as

in entry 57; writs of attachment showing information as in entry 58;

writs of execution showing information as in entry 59; writs of replevin
showing information as in entry 60; (Marriage Pctitions), cntry 67;
(Appointment of Receiver), entry 87; bail bonds showing information as in
ontry 10435 and (Agreements)g entry 115; also contains session case records
1938-~, entry 29. For index, see cntry 22. . Hdw., typcd, end hdw. and
typed on pr. forms. 103 x 4% x 13%.

29, SESSION CASES, 1839-1917. 5 filc boxes (1-372). 1918~--, in
entry 28,

Original court documents in session cascs: (Damage Awards), entry 43;
(Petitions for Highways), ontry 68; (Petitions for Continuance of High-
ways ), entry 69; (Pctitions for Damages Against Town), entry 70;
(Petition for Right of Eminent Domain), cntry 71; (Petition for Leying
Out of Railroads), entry 72; (Nuisance Petitions), ontry 78; inquiry,
contest, and adjustment showing information as in entry 50; and writs of
injunction whowing information as in entry 57. For indox, sce entry 22.
Hdw., typed, and hdw. and typed on pr. forms. lﬁ%-x 4%—x 13%.

For related rccords of roads 1841-54, sce entry 96.

30. VENIRES, 184l1--. 6 file boxes (dated).

Court order to town oi city clerk that jurors must be drawn, whowing
datc, name of town, number of jurors to be drawn {grand and petit), date
and place of court to which jurors must rcport. The returms: attest of
toun or city clerk that jurors have been drown and notified, giving:

§&te, time and place of drawing, place whore notice was posted, number of
Jurors drawn, and notification to thosec drawn. Chron. arr., no index.
Hdw, on pr. forms. 10% x 42 x 133,
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31, JURY LISTS, 1858--. 1 file box.
Name, date, and term of court, names and addresses of grand and petit

jurors. Chron. arr., no index. Hdw. and hdw. on pr. forms. 103 x 44 x

13%.

32, (SPECIAL JURY), 1850--. 1In entry 108.
Date, term, and place of court, number of jurors to be drawn from each
town, and signature of presiding justice,

33. MUNICIPAL COURT APPEALS, 1928-31. 1 file box. Discontinued.
Copies of cases appealed to the Superior Court: date of appeal, name of
court from which appealed, cases appealed, and copies of notices to
minicipal courts of receiving and entering appeals. Chron. arr., no index.
Typed on pr. forms. 10 x 5 x 14.

For prior and subsequent related records, see cntries 26-28.

34. MUNICIPAL COURT APPEALS, NON-ENTRY, 1928~-. 1 file box.
Prior records not kept.

Non-entered municipal court appeals: date, name of town, names of princi-
pals and suretics, name of justice, account of bond, term of court. Also
writs of ocxccution showing information as in entry 59; complaint and
warrant showing information as in cntry 39; and writs of attachment showing
information as in entry 58. Chron. arr., no index. Typed on pr. forms.
10 x 4% x 14.

35. (APPEALS), 1841--, 1In entry 26.
Date, nomes of plaintiff and defendant, particulars, order to transfer to
a higher court, signature of presiding justice, and attest of court clerk.
For rclated records 1839-~, sce centries 27, 28.

36. (RECOGNIZANCE), 1841--. In entry 27.
Date, name and term of court, statc vs. name of defendant, nome of state
witness, name of surety, amount of bond, conditions and limitations of the
action, signature of witnesses, attest of clerk of court.

37. (SUMMONS), 1841--. 1In entry 27.
Datc, time ond place of court, name and address of plaintiff and defendant,
conditions of and reasons for summons, signature of clerk of court.

For related records 1839--, see entry 28.

38. (SUBPOENA), 1841--. 1In entry 27.
Neme end nddress of witness; time, place, and date of court; conditions of
the subpoena, date issucd, and signature of clerk of court.

For related records 1839--, sec entry 28B.

39. (COMPLAINT AND WARRANT), 1841--. In entry 27.
Date, names of complainant and respondent, complaint inddetail, swomm to
and attested by complainant and witnesses beforec justice of peace, ordor
to bring respondent before court (showing date, place, end time of court ).
Outside of warront shows verdict, judgment (fines, costs, or imprisonment ),
¢nd disposition.

For related records 1928--, sce entry 34.
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(40-49)

40, (MITTIMUS), 1841=~, In entry 27.
order to sheriff (deputy sheriff or police officer) to transfer prisoner
40 house of correstion Ar jail, showing: complaint, date, by whom issued,
court, disposition, time, costs, committment, court order to sheriff to
convey prisomer to house of correction or jail, date of order, signature
of clerk of court, attest of ~fficer that conveying order has been
carried out, and statement of fees (including costs for service, travel,
conveyance, Copy, and mittimus ).

For related records 1931-=, see entry 163

41, (INDICTMENTS), 1841==. In entry 21,
Name, date, and term of court; name and address of defendant, detailed
description of the charge, attest and signatures of the county golicitor
and foreman of the jury of a true bill.

42, (VERDICTS), 1841--. In entry 26.
Plaintiffs' and defendants' verdicts: name, date, and place of court;
yames of plaintiff and defendant, findings, assessment of damages if any,
and signature of foreman.

For related records 1839--, sec entries 27, 28.

43, (DAMAGE AWARDS ), 1839=1917, In entry 29
Date, to whom, purpose, and amount «

44, (AMENDMENTS), 1839==, In entry 28.
Jate and neme of court, names of partics concerned, and court instructions

to jury.

45, (BILLS IN EQUITY), 1839-=, In cntry 28.
Date, nemes of plaintiff and defendant, charges and contents of bills,
signature of plaintiff's solicitor, and sttest of court clerk.

46, (LIBEL FOR DIVORCE), 1839==, In entry 28.
Date, names of libellant and libelec, charges of libel, signature of
libellant's attorney, and attest of court clerk.

47, (TRUSTEES' DEPOSITIONS), 1841-=s In entry 26,
Name, dats, and place of court; names of plaintiff and defendant, namo of
trustes, time writ served, description of defendant's property in hands of
trustes at time writ was served, and attest of trustee as to correctness,

48, (AFFIDAVITS), 1839--. In ontry 28.
Date, name of petitioner, conditions and particulars, and oath of
petitioner,

49, (PLAINTIFFS' AND DEFENDANTS' EXHIBITS), 1841--, In entry 7.
Dat?, term and place of court; name of plaintiff and defendant, and
designation end description of exhibits.
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5 clork of the Superior Court--Writs BELKNAP
(50-58)

50, (INQUIRY, CONTEST, AND ADJUSTMENT OF TITLE), 184l=-, In
entry 26
Date, names of principals, conditions and particularse, court order, and
attest of clerk of court,
For relatcd records 18.9--, sec entries 28, 29.

51, (MORTGAGE FORECLOSURES), 1839--. In entry 28,
Date, names of principals, conditions and limitations, and court order

of approvale

52. (AUCTION SALE OF ATTACHED PROPERTY), 1841=-, In entry 6.
Date, to whom sold, list of articles sold, and amount received.

53. (ADJUSTMENT OF FARTNERSHIP ACCOUNTS), 1839~-=, In entry 28,
Date, names of principals, and summary of accounts approved.

54, (DISPUTED WILLS AND CODICILS), 1839~-. In entry 28.
Date, names of parties concerned, official court interpretation of the
will and codicil.

Writs

B5. (WRITS OF POSSESSION), 1841--, 1In entry 26.
Date,n ... of plaintiff and defendant, term of court, amount of judgment
rendered, costs of court, and the command to cause plaintiff to have
possession of premises and to have paid to the creditor the cmount in
judgment at lawful interest or to arrest debtor and commit to jail until
discharged by crcditor or otherwisc by law,

For related records 183%--, sece entry 28,

56. (CAPIAS WRIT), 1841l-=, In entry 27.
Neme, date, and term of court; roturn of grand jury; names of plaintiff
and defendant; charge; order to arrest the defendant and bring before tho
court: datec and term of court prisoner held for.

57, (WRIT OF INJUNCTION), 184l==-. In entry 26.
Date, namos of plaintiff and defendant, with conditions and particulars
of restraining order from court.

For related rocords 1839--, see entries 28, 29.

58, (WRITS OF ATTACHMENT), 1841--. In entry 26,
Dote, names of plaintiff and defendant, term of court returnable, amount
of attachment, reasons for attachment, sworn to under osth, and order for
defendant to appear in court to answer charges (giving date, time, and
place of court); and sheriff's return (showing dote, particulars, and
exponse involved ),

For rclated records 1839-=, sece entries 28, 34.
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(59-64)

59, (WRITS OF EXECUTION), 1841--, In entry 26,
pate, names of plaintiff and defendant, term of court, judgment, order
to sheriff to attach property in the amount of judgment, court returnable,
gnd signature of clerk.

For related records 1839--, see entries 27, 28, 34.

60, (WRITS OF REPLEVIN), 1841--, In entry 26.
Date, description of articles taken, names of plaintiff and defendant,
conditions of writ, amount of bond, order for defendant to be brought to
court, and return of writ.

For related records 1839==, see entry 28,

Welfare
(See also entries 3-11)

61. (PAUPER STATUS), 1850--, In entry 108,
County commissioners request of court for civil status of paupers: name of
pauper, town deemed liable, and court decision.

Naturalization

62, NATURALIZATION, 1846-Sept. 1906, 3 file boxes (1-483).
Declarations of intention and petitions for naturalization: date, name, and
place of court; name and address of petitioner, civil status, length of
residence in the United States, signature of petitioner; deposition of
witnesses as to character and residence of petitioner: names and addresses
of witnesses and petitioners, oaths of witnesses; renunciation of prior
allegiance, and ocath of allegiance to thc United States; order of court
edmitting petitioner to citizenship: date, name, and place of court; names
of petitioner and witnesses; name of presiding justice; attest of clerk of
courts Hdw. on pr. forms. 103 x 4% x 133.

For subsequent records, sce entries 64, 65,

63. RECORD (Index to Naturalization Rccords), 18421906, 2 vols.,
1 vol, shows name of petitioner with file box reference; other vol. shows
file box reference, name of petitioner, residence, date of dcclaration,
date notice filed, and datc of admittance to citizenship. Onc vol. alph,
arr. by namcs of petitioners; other vol. consecutively arr, by case numbers.
Hdws 170 pp. 14 x 9 x %o

64, DECLARATION OF INTENTION (Naturalization), Nov. 1906==. 8 vols.,
1 file drawer {enc-six, 6 vols.; '1906=July 19, 1924; VII, VIII,
2 VOlSS’ July 24, 1924-May 1929; 1 unnumbered file drawer, July
1929=-~),
First papers: date, name, time, and place of court; applicant's nome, age,
date and place of emigration, marital status, and declaration of intention
to renounce prior allegiance, Indexed alph. by mames of applicants in
front of vols, Hdw. on pr. forms. Vols., 100 pp. 9 x 6 x 1; file drawer,
12 x 8 x 20,

For prior rccords, sec entry 62.
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Clerk of the Suporior Court--Petiticns and Licen@es BELKNAP
(65-72)
65, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND LABOR -~ DIVISION OF NATURALIZATION =
PETITION AND RECORD, 1907==, 5 vols. (1-5).
Sccond papers: name, residcncc, occuprtion, personnl description of
applicant, date and place emigrated from, port of arpivel, dote ond ploco
of declarction of intention, marital status, rcnuncintion of prior
nllcgitnce, length of time resident of Unitcd States, statement as to
other petitions made, affidavit of witnesses, oath of allegiance of
petitioner, signature of petitioner, and court order admitting petitioner
to citizenships Indexed alph., by names of petitioners in front of vols,
Hdws on pr. forms, 50 ppe 18 x 11 x $
For prior records, see entry 62.

Petitions and Licen8es

66. FPETITION FOR PERMISSION FOR PERSONS BELOW AGE OF CONSENT TO
CONTRACT MARRIAGE, 1928-~, 1 file box. Prior reccords not kept.
Date, namc 2nd address of contracting partics, date and term of court when
petition was cntered; exceptions (age waivors), conditions and particulars
of the cxccption, parents' signaturels, decrce on petition, signaturc of
justice. Chron. arr,, no index, Hdw. on pr. forms. 10 x 4% x 14,

67. (FIVE DAY MARRIAGE WAIVER), 1850--, In entry 108.
Dote, nemes ond addresses of contracting parties, date nnd torm of court
when petition was entered; exceptions (time waiver), conditions cnd
particulnrs of the exception, decree on petition, =nd signature of justicc.

68. (FETITIONS FOR HIGHWAYS), 1839-1917. 1In entry 29, 1918~--.in
entry 28.
Date, names of petitioners, description of proposed highway, nd summons
for selecctmon to appear at court.

69. (PETITION FOR CONTINUANCE OF HIGHWAYS), 1839~1917. In cntry 29.
1918~= in entry 28.
Date, nemes of petitioners, description of highway, and detgiled account of
reasons why road should be kept open or why gates and bars should be
removed from the highway.

70. (PETITIONS FOR DAMAGES AGAINST TOYNS), 1839=1917. In cntry 29.
1918-- in entry 28.
Datec, names of petitioners, particulars of the petition, amount of demage,
and court action.

71. (PETITIONS FOR RIGHT OF EMINENT DOMAIN), 1839-1917, In cntry 29,
1918«~« in entry 28,
Date, nome of town.city, or state making petition, conditions and roasons
for same, description of the property involved, and court action.

72, (PETITIONS FOR LAYING OUT RAILROADS), 1839-«1917. In cntry 29.
1918=-~ in entry 28,
Date, names of petitioners, conditions and reasons for petition, approval
of railroand commissioners, and award of land damages.
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(73-80)

73+ PETITION FOR DISCHARGE AND ORDER (House of Correction), 1927==,
1 file box. No prior records kept.

Date, name of superior court justice, name of petitioner, place of

detention, offense, sentenced by, sentence, date of committment, reason

for committment, signature and oath of petitioner, approval of county

golicitor and detention officer, court action on petition (approval or

disapproval), and signature of superior court justice, OChron. arr.,

no index, Hdw. and typed on pr. forms. 10% x 4% x 13%.

74, (PETITIONS TO ALLOW PRISONER TO ATTEND FUNERAL OF RELATIVE),
1850-~. 1In entry 108,
Date, name of prisoner, place of detention, name of deceased relativye,
particulars of the petition, signature of prisoners! counsel, and decree
on same.,

75, FETITION FOR SECURITY, 1927=36. 1 file box. Prior records

: missing; discontinuéd. - 1930-35 not kept.
Petitions for damage awards, 1927=30: names of petitioner, date, particulars;
1936 petition for release from New Hampshire State Hospital: name and
residence of inmate, names of petitioners, date of hearings, appointment of
masters to examine inmate, masters' report of findings, masters' bills for
gervices rendercd (date, purpose, and amount), Chron. arr., no indcx.
Typed on pr. forms. 10 x 43 x 14.

76. (°ETITIONS FOR BAIL COMMISSIONERS), 1850--, In cntry 108.
Date and term of court, names of city or town requesting appointment,
particulars of petition, and signatures of petitioners,

77, (PETITIONS FOR INFORMATION), 184l»-., 1In entry 27,
Name, datec, time and place of court; name of county solicitor; name and
address of defendant; offensc (unlawful possession, transportation,
gelling or kecping for sale large quantities of intoxjcating 1iquor);
date of pffensc; signature of solicitor; and plea of dofendant,

78, (NUISANCE PETITION), 1839-1917. In cntry 29,
Date and term of court, names of plaintiff and defendant, complcint,
court action. ’

79+ BELKNAP RECORD - DEPUTY SHERIFFS AND PEDBLERS - FROM JANUARY
1841, 184l1--, 4 vols.

Sheriffs' cppointments of deputics, 184l--, showing information as in
entry 150, 1855~84, copy of poddlers' licenses grantcd by other counties,
showing information as in entry 80; and copy of trecasurers' receipt of
license foe, 1841--: date, name of peddlor, amount of fce, signature of
troasurer, dnte recorded, and signature of clerk of courte Chron. arr.,
no indox. 1841-45, hdw.; 1846-=, hdw., on pr. forms. 200 pp. 133 x 10 x 1.

80. (PEDDLERS' LICENSES), 1841-464 Th ontry 107.
Date, namo of peddlor, ressons for znd conditions of licenso, signature of
peddler, ond, attcst of clork of court.

For reX ticd rccords 1855«84, sec entty 79.
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(81-89)
Elections and Appointments

8l. RETURN OF VOTES, 1841--. 5 file boxes (dated).
Namee of offices and candidates, number of votes cast for each by towns, total
number of votes cast for each candidate and for each office, attest of town
clerk as to correctness of the return. Chron. arr., no index, Hdw. and
typed on pr. forms. 10% x 4F x 123,

82. RECORD OF VOTES, BELKNAP COUNTY, 1875--« 1 vols, 1841-53;
1875 in entry 107.
Record of votes cast for county officers showing information as in entry 81,
and in addition: nomes and oaths of office of elected officiels, court ap=
proval of rcturns, and attest of clork of court. Chrom. arr., no index,
Hiw, on pre forms. 200 pp. 13% x 9 x 1.

83. (CERTIFICATIONS OF ELECTION), 1850=~. In entry 108,
Deto, term and place of court, date of c¢lcction, names of persons clected,
and attost of clerk of court.

84. APPOINTMENTS ~ COURT ORDERS (County Officers), 1877=-.
1 file box.

dppointment of ballot inspectors, auditors, treasurcr, county solicitor:
name of appointce, emrollment date, nttost of clerk of court; oath of ap-
pointce. Chron. arr., no index. Hdw., and hdw, and typed on prs forms.
li0ex 5 x 14,

For prior and rclated appointments of ballot inspectors 1850--, seec
ontry 85,

85, (APPOINTMENT OF BALLOT INSPECTORS), 1850--. In entry 108,
Date, namecs of six votcrs, names of town, petition to appoint ballot inspcc~
tors, snd nemes of suggestcd appointeos.

For rclatcd rccords 1877--, sooc ontry 84.

86. (APPOINTMENT OF REFEREES), 1841--. In entry 26,
Date, name end placo of court; namo of presiding justico, namc and addross
of plaintiff, dofondant, and rcforoo. Tnstructions to the roforoc, and
signaturos of solicitors and clerk of court,

87. ( APPOINTMENT OF RECEIVER), 1839~-, In ontry 28.
Dato, namo, rosidonce, and conditions of roceivorshipe

88, (ASSIGNMENT OF JUSTICES), 1850--. In ontry 108.
Date, namo of chicf justice of supreme court, request to assign a justice to
the superior court, reasons for same, date and plece of assignment, and de=-
tree on sames.

89, OFFICIAL OATHS, 1883~-. 1 file box.
0athe of office taken by elected and appointed officials before justicc of
the pesce or clerk of court: affirmation to bear faith and allegiance to
State of New Hampshire and Constitution thereof, and affirmation to faith=
fully and impartially discharge duties of the office; attest of clerk of court
or justice of peace. Chron. arr., no index. Hdw. and typed on pr. forms.
10§ x 4% x 133,

For related rccords 1850--, sec entry 108,
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(90~96)
Financial

9G. CLERKS' VQUCHERS - BILLS PAID BY CLERK (Receipted Bills and
Jury Payrolls), 1841--. 3 file boxes,
Roccipted bills: date, to whom, purposc, amount, signature of presiding
justice; jury peyrolls: datoc and term of court, names and addresscs of
jurors, miloage, focs for travcl and attendance, and total expensce
Records filed in envelopes showing term of court when paid. Chron. arr.,
no index. Hdw. and typed on pr. forms. 10 x 4% x 14.

91. ACCOUNT BOOK, 1859--. 4 vols., Prior records lost.
Debits (datc, source, end amount); credits (date, purposc, amount); nttost

of clork of courte 2 duplicate vols., 1859--, Chron. arr., no indcx., Hdw.
258 pps 134 x 8% x 1.

92+ (PAYROLLS), 1841--. 1In entry 27.
Neme end eddress of payce, purpcse, amount, court approval, signature of
clerk of court, neme, drte, and place of court.

93. RECORD OF NOTES - BELKNAP COUNTY, 1899--. 1 vol,
County treasurcrs' authorization tc borrow money: dote, time and plnce of
court, purpose, considerations involved, signatures of the county commissioner,
county trcasurcr, justice of court, and clerk of court, and court action on
the autherization; record of notes: date, consideraticn involved, ratc of
interest, signatures of commissicner and county treasurer; date rccorded by
clerk of court; reccord of payments on note: interest and prinecipal paid
(date and smcunt). Chron, arre, no index, Hdw. ond typed on pr, forms,.
250 ppe 104 x 10 x 2%,

For prior records of notes, sece entry 21. For related prior reccrds
of notes 1856-~95, see entry 1l4. For authorizaticn to borrow money 1841-42,
see entry 107,

94, COMMISSIONERS BILLS, 1887-1932. Prior records lost; discontinued.
Bills for milenge, services, and gencral expenses: date, purposcs and amount,
signature and ocath of commissioner, approval of justice, and suditors'
tertification. Chron. srr., no index. Hdw, on pr,. forms. 10 x 4% x 14,

95. (WITNESS FEES), 1841-~. In ontry 26.
Bills rendercd by witnesses for trevel snd court attondance showing datoe,
time and placc of court; nomes of plaintiff and dofondent, names of witnosscs
ad for whom they testified, witness fees for travel and attorney, number
°f miles traveled, days of attendance, and total charges; all sworn before a
Justice of the pomce or a notary publiec.

For related records 184l--, soc entry 27.

Roads

96, BELKNAP RECORDS, ROAD FROM JANUARY 1841, 1841-54, 1 vol,
discontinued.
Pﬂltlons to court for establishment of highways, reports of road commissioners,
ngmcnt of the court; road commissioner bills occasioned by their duties:
date, purpose, smount. Chron. arr., no index, Hdw. 300 ppe 15% x 10 x 2%,
For records 1839-1917, sece entry 29.




Clerk of the Buperior Court = 46 - BELKNAP
(97-106)

Certificates

97, ATTORNEYS' OATHS - STUDENT CERTIFICATES -~ RESOLUTIONS,
1844-99., 1 file box. Disccntinued.
(attornev's Oaths), entry 98; (Student Certificates), entry 99; (Bar id-
nﬁttances),ontry 100; and resclutions of memoriels to the familics cf deo-
ceascd justices. Chron. erre, no indcx. Hdw. and hdw. on pr. forms.
10 x 4% x 14,

98. (ATTORNEY 3' OATHS), 1847=76. In ontry 97,
fath of allogiance to constitution of State of New Hampshire, affirmaticn
tc discharge dutics to best of ability in nccordance with the principt.g: of
justice and deconcy,

99, (STUDENT CERTIFICATES), 1878-99, 1In entry 97.
Statements by atterney: and by student,, that latter has entercd the for-
ner's law offico, giving detc of entry and signatures of attcrney and student,

100, (BAR ADMITTANCES), 1878-99. 1In cntry 97.
Certificate of attorney’s admittance to the bar: date, nome cf attcrney,
court admitting.

101. (CHARACTER CERTIFICATES), 1850--. In entry 108,
Date, name of person whose character is being attested, nome and address of
reference.

102, (ATTORNEY'S APFEARANCE SLIPS), 1841--, In cntry 26.
Docket number, names of plaintiff and defendant, signctures of the solicitors,
date entered, signature of clerk of court.

Administration

103, OFFICIAL BONDS, 184l1--., 1 file box.
County officers' indemnity bonds: name and address of bonding company, name of
person bonded, name of county, account of bond, date, conditions of bond,
signatures of principals, company officials and counsel. Chron. arr., no in~-
dex. Hdw. and typed on pr. forms. 10§ x 4% x 133,

104. (BAIL BONDS), 1841--. In entry 27.
Neme of person bonded, name of surety, amount and conditions of bond, name of
tounty in whose favor bond is drawn, s n.turessof surety officers and witnesses.
-For related records 1839=--, see entry 28,

105, (RESIGNATIONS), 1850--, 1In entry 108.
Date, name of county officer tendering resignation, office held, date sffective,
Blgnature of officer.

1064 (COPIES OF COURT TRIALS), 184l1--. In entry 26,
Record of complete testimony taken at trial.
For related records 1841--, sece entry 27,
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107, BELKNAP RECORDS ( Authorization to Borrow Money - Peddlerg?
Licenses - Record of Votes - County Convention Minutes),
1841-75. 1 vol,
(Peddlers' Licenses), entry 80; minutes of county delegation, 1842-46, 1852
54, entry 1; and return of votes for county officers, 1841-53, 1875, entry
82; and county treasurer's authorizations to borrow money, 1841-42, showing
information as in entry 93. Chron. arr., no index, Hdw. 250 pp.
132 x 8% x 1%.

108. CORONERS' INGUESTS, RAILROAD, MISCELLANEOUS, 1850--. 1 file
box. Prior records lost; discontinued.

(Special Jury), entry 32; (Fauper Status), entry 61; (Petitions for Marriage),
entry 67; (Petitions to Allow Prisoner to Attend Funeral of Relatives), entry
74; (Petitions for Bail Commission), entry 76; (Certification of Election),
entry 83; (Appointments of Ballot Inspectors), entry 85; (Assignment of
Justices), entry 88; (Character Certificate), entry 10l; (Resignations),
entry 105; (Coroners Inquests), entry 109; (Parole from Asylum), entry 110;
(Orders for Allowance), entry 111; (Railroad Damages), entry 112; and oaths
of officials showing information as in entry 89. Chron. arr., no index.
Hiw., typed, and hdw. on pr. forms. 10 x 5 x 14,

109. (CORONERS' INQUEST), 1850--. In entry 108,
Order to make inquest into the death, showing name of deceased, place body
held, reasons for inquest, signature of official ordering the inquest; copy
of autopsy report showing date, name of deceased, description of findings,
signature of physician performing autopsy (or medical referee). Coroner's
report giving testimony taken at inquest.

110. (PAROLE FROM ASYLUM), 1850--. In entry 108.
Dete, name of inmate, signature of petitioner, correspondence from town or
city officials as to advisability of parole, recommendations from interested
parties, and decres on same.

111. (ORDERS FOR ALLOWANCE), 1850--. In entry 108.
Order to increase salary: date, name of officc, amount of increase, limita-
tions of increasc.

112, (RAILROAD DAMAGES), 1850--., TIn entry 108.
Affidavit to railromd commissioners (Public Service Commission): date,
deseription of land to be taken by eminent domain to build railroads, rccord
of posting notice, decrece on same, and damage awardse.

113, POWVER OF ATTORNEY - REVOCATION, 1907--. 1 file box. Prior
records lost. Last entry 1933,
late, name of appointee, for whom acting, conditions, datc, signature of
¢lerk of court. Letter of revocation is attached when necessary. Chron. arre.,
L0 index. Typed on pre. forms. 10 x 4% x 14.

114, JAILOR'S REPORT, 1857-1911. 1 file drawer. No prior records
kepts discontinued.
list of prisoners submitted by jailor at each term of superior court: name
of prigoner, offense, sentence, reason for and date of discharge. Chron,
8Ty, no index, Hdw, on pr. forms. 10 x 47 x 14.




Justices of sieo Pu.ce . BELKNAP
(115-118)

115, (AGREEMENTS), 1841--. 1In entry 26,
Date, name of parties concerned, conditions of agreement, signotures of
parties and witncsscs.

For rclated records 1839--, sec entry 28,

1164 (APPRAISALS), 1841--, 1In cntry 26.
Date, names of appraisers,property appraised itemized with evaluation.

117, IETTERS (Correspondence - Clerk of Court), 1908--. 10 file
boxes, 2 file drawers (10-19, 10 filc boxes, 1908=20; 2 un=-
numbered file drawers, 1921--). FPrior records destroyed.,
Official corrcspondence of the clerk of court. 1908-20, chron. arr,; 1921=--,
alph. arr. by nomes of correspondents« No index. Hdw. and typed. Boxcs,
128'x 12 x 3; drawers, 11 x 13 x 26, 1908-20, storeroom; 1921-=,v,

IV. JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

When Belknap County was established there werc Justices of the peace in
eight of thec Belknap County towns., Of these, Center Harbor had the smallest
number, with three, one of them a Justice of the quorum, the other two,
justicecs throughout the state; Gilmanton had the largest number, with seven
justices of the quorum, and forty-six Justices throughout the statc,®?At the
present time, none of the Belknap County towns have the office of justice of
the peace; and no past records have been found.

V. REGISTER OF DEEDS

This office began with the inception of the county49nd has continued
without break, All records are kept in the office vault.

Deeds

118+ BELKNAP RECORDS (Deeds, Leases), 1841--. 227 vols.
(1-142, 144-228),

Yarranty, mortgage, quitclaim, foreclosurc, and tax collcctors' (deccds,
8ssignments, transfers, leases, discharges, redemptions of mortgages, and
notices of foreclosure): dete, names of principals, description of property,
conditions and particulars of the instrument, sworn to and attested by the
Principals; tracings, blueprints, and maps and plans of land layouts, sub=
divisions, and boundaries; 1909-=-, tax collectors' sales and redemptions of
Property sold for taxes; all have signaturc of and date recorded by rogister.
Hdw, and typed on pr. forms. 600 pp. 184 x 124 % 3,

For rclonted tax sales 1908--, see entry 127. For related rccords of
redemptions 1915--, sce entry 128,

9. New Hmpshirc Registor 1842, 50-52,
0. New Hempshire Laws of 1840, Chaptor 539,
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(119-126)

119,  INDEX TO RECORDS, GRANTOR, GRANTEE, 1841--. 12 vols.,
9 file boxes (A-Z).
Index to ontry 118 showing grontor, grentee, vol. and page rofercnece, instru-
ment, date recorded, location, and dnte discharged. Alph. arr. by name of
grantor and grantoe. Hdw. on pr. forms, 1841-96; typcd on pre forms, 1896-=,
Vols., 500 pp. 18% x 124 x 2&; file boxes, 4 x 6 x 2.

120, (Index to Deeds Granted bY) BARKS, ¥935... 1"®11. Wrowip.
Systom bogan 1935,
Index to cntry 118 showing namcs of grantor and grantce, datc and type of in-
strument, considcration involved, vol. and page reference, and location.
Alph. orr. by names of banks grenting decds. Typod on pr. forms. 4 x 6 x 21.

121. ENTRY (Book), 1917--. 4 vols. (dated). Prior records destroyed.,
Entry book: received (month, doy, yenr, hour), names of grantec and grantor,
locntion, date ond type of instrument; delivered (to whom, address, and date)
and vol. 2nd page refeorence to entry 118, Chron. arr., no indcx. Hdw.
1917-24, 520 pp., 164 x 12 x 253 1925--, 300 pbs, 163 x 18 x %,

o
5

Writs

122. (Index to Writs of) ATTACHMENTS, 1911--., 2 vols, (2-3).
Index to writs of nttachment ontries 123 - 124 showing record of attachmonts:
number, names of plaintiff and defendant, time when reoccived (month, day,
year, hour), rcturnable (court, term, yoar), attorney, ad damnum, nnd ro-
leased (when, by whom, remarks). Alph. arr. by names of plaintiffs. Hdw.
on pr. forms. 250 pp. 1734 x 12 x 1i.

123. WRITS (of) ATTACHMENT, 1911--, 5 filec boxcs (1-4595).,
Low passed 1911.
opics of writs of attrchment showing information as in entry 58, Also,
date recorded by register. Numbered and filed as received. For index, sce
entry 122. Hdw. and typed on pr. forms. 10 x 5 x 14.

124, ATTACHMENTS DISCHARGED, 1911--, 2 filec boxcs.
Mscharged writs of attachment shoving informction as in entry 58. Also,
dete and time recorded and discharged by register ;3 and plaintiffs' noticcs
58 to satisfaction of Judgment. For indcx, see ontry 122. Hdw. and typed
o pr. forms., 10 x 5 x 14,

Plans

125. BELKNAP RECORDS (plans), 1839--. 4 fils drawers, 1 vol. (143),
Records of tracings, blue prints, mops and plans of land lay-outs, boundaries
tnd sub-divisions, to deeds of entry 118. Bluc prints and drawings. File
dravers, 18 x 9 x 67; vol., 500 pp. 163 x 11% x 33.

126. (Indox of) PLANS, 1889~=, I file drawer.
Index o entry 125 showing name of owner, description of property, plan number,
Mver number or vol. nnd page reforence, date of instrument, and locction of
Property, aAlph. arr. by names of grantees. Typed on pr. forms. 4 x 6 x 21.
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Taxation

127« (Recorde of ) TAX (8ales), 190B-=, 3 vols. (dated).
System began 1908,

Tax collectors' sales of land for delinquent taxes: name and address of
owner, description, amount of tax, interest and costs, register’s fees,
totals, purchaser and redeemed by; also advertisement record: neme of
owner, description, acres, value, and tax. Alph. arr, by towns; chron,
within towns. No index. Typed. 600 pp. 18} x 15} x 3.

For related records 1909--, see entry 118,

128. TAX COLLECTOR'S REDEMPTIONS-TAX COLLECTOR'S PAPERS,
1915-~. 3 file boxes.
Tex collector's records of redemptions of taxes: owners' nemes, descrip-
tion, total tax and costs, name of purcheser, date of sale, redeecmed by,
date, and signature of tax collector with date. Chron. arr. No index.,
Hiw. and hdw. on pr. forms. 10 x 5 x 14.
For prior and related records of redemptions 1909~-, see entry 118.

Miscellancous

129, BELKNAP RECORDS (Army, Navy, and Marine Discharges), 1920--.
1 loose leaf vol. Prior records not kept.
Recorded copy of United States Army, Navy, and Marine discharges: descrip-
tion of the dischargee, enlistment record, type of service, and datec.
Records temporarily removed from Belknap Records Vol. 160. Typed and typed
on pr. forms. 500 pp. 16% x 11} x 23.

130. (Index to Army, Navy, and Marine Discharges), 1920--.
1 file box.
Index to entry 129 showing United States Army, Navy, and Marine dischargee,
date recorded, vol. and page reference, to whom delivered, and date
delivered. Alph. arr. by names of dischargees. Hdw. on pr. forms.
10 x5 x 14,

VI. REGISTER OF PROBATE

Both the judge and register of probate date from the organization of
the county‘.ll There has been no break in the succession. All records are
in the offico vault.

Probate Records

131. (General) INDEX-BELKNAP COUNTY RECORDS, 1841--. 2 vols.,
3 file drawers (2 dated vols., 1841-1924; A-Z,
3 file drawers, 1925-~).
General index to probate records showing name of case, type of instrument,
dock et number, date instruments filed, and vol. and p. reference. Alph. arr.
% names of cases. Hdw. on pr. forms. Vols., 500 pp. 18 x 13 x 3; file
drawers, 41 x 6 x 16.

e e

.. Ibid., Chapter 539,
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132. PROBATE RECORDS~-DOCKET-BELKNAP COUNTY, 1841--. 8 vols. (1-8).
Brief history of each case handled by the probate court showing docket nume
ber, name of case, town, date and types of instruments filed, and names of
probate agents concerned. For index, see entry 131. Hdw. 500 PP.

i x"T1 " x "3,

133. (ORIGINAL PROBATE DOCUMENTS), 1841--. 334 file boxes (1-14448).
Original probate documents: (Divisions and Partitions), entry 135; (Release
of Dower (Curtsey) and Homestead), entry 136; (Assignment of Real Estate)
entry 137; (Vaiver of Wills), entry 138; (Widows' Allowances), entry 139;
(Adoption and Change of Name), entry 140; (Bonds), entry 141; and inventories,
wills, accounts, receipts, and licenses showing information as in entries
144, 146-149, respectively; and all other probate metters. For index, see
entry 131. Hdw., typed, and hdw. and typed on pr. forms., 11 x 5 x 16.

?

134. PROBATE RECORDS~DOVER, HOMESTEAD, PARTITION, DIVISION (Assignment
of Real Estate, Waiver of Wills, Widows' Allowances), 1856=-w.
5 volse. (10,12, 19, 32, 49).
(Divisions and Partitions), entry 135; (Release of Dower (Curtsey) and Home-
stead ), entry 136; (Assignment of Real Estate), entry 137; (Waiver of Wills)
entry 138; and (Widows' Allowances), entry 139. For index, see entry 131.
Hdw. and typed on pr. forms. 500 pp. 163 x 11 x 23.
For original records 1841--, see entry 133,

?

135, (DIVISIONS AND PARTITIONS), 1841--. 1841-- in entry 133;
1841-55 also in entry 150; 1856~- also in entry 134,
Date, name and address of estate, date of decease of testator, authorization
to partition, names of heirs at law notified, date, time and place of parti-
tion, names of those objecting (if any), description of property set off,
signatures of committee, and probate action.

136, (RELEASE OF DOWER (Curtsey) AND HOMESTEAD), 1841--, 1841-= in
entry 138; 1841-55 also in entry 150; 1856-- also in entry 134.
Date, name of widow or widower, conditions and purpose of release, descrip-
tion of estate with reference to deed, and oath of petitioner.

137. (ASSIGNMENT OF REAL ESTATE), 1841--, 1841-- in entry 133;
1856-~ also in entry 134.
Name and location of estate, date of decease of testator, date of notifica-
tion by committee of persons concerned, date, time, and place of assignment,
signatures of committes, and probate action.

138, (WAIVER OF WILLS), 1841--. 1841-- in entry 133; 1856-- also
in entry 134,
Name of person waiving will, conditions and purposes of waiver, date, and
Signature and oath of petitioner.
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(139=144)

139. (wIDows® ALLOWANCES), 1841l==, 1841~= in entry 1333
1841-50 also in entry 1503 1851=71, also in entry 142;
1856== also in entry 134
Name of widow, name of deccased, request for temporary support, signa=-
ture of widow, and probate action.

140. (ADOPTION AND CHANGE OF NAME), 184l~-, In cntry 133,
Name of county, names and address of intended fostor parents, name and
address of child - and its legitimate parents, placc and dcte of birth
of child, statcment of cbility of intended fostor parcnts to carc for
child, conscnt for adoption and change of namo given by legitimate
parcnts, and signatures of intended foster porents, parents of the
child, cnd witnesscse. Petiticn by adult for change of name: name of
county, ncme and address of petitioner, reason for wishing change,
nome desired, placec and length of rcsidence, place and date of birthy
and neme of parentse. Also, dates of filing and granting, and probatoe
action,

141. (BONDS), 1841=-, If. crtry 133.
Nemes of surety and probate agent, condition and amount of bond,
porson bended, signaturcs of parties concerncd, dotes of filing ond
recording, and probate cctione

Reports

142. PROBATE RECORDS-COMMISSIONERS® REPORTS-WIDOWS® ALLOWANCES,
1851-=» 2 volse (6, 48)s 1841-50 in cntry 150.

(Commigsicners? Reports}), 1851-68, 1935==, entry 143j;(Widows® Allowcnccs),
1851-71, cntry 139. For index, sec entry 13l. Hdwe on pr. formse
500 pps 165 x 117 x 25,

For origincl widows' allowancecs 1841--, sce entry 133, For rclated
widows® allowcnces 1856=~, sec cntry 134. For commissioners® reports
1869-1934, see entry 149.

143, (COMMISSIONERS® REPORTS), 1841==, 1841-50 in entry 150;
1851=-68, 1935~~ in entry 1423 1869-1934 in cntry 149.
Dotey, cuthorization, neme ond cddress of estate, name and dote of”
newspaper containing notice of some, date ond place of posting of
similer notices, distributive sharcs as assigncd by commissioners
to cach creditor, and probate action.

. Property

144. PROBATE RECORDS INVENTORIES-BELKNAP COUNTY, Octe 1857==,
15 volss (5, 17, 24, 80, 33, 35, 38, 41-43, 45, 53, 54,
57, 60)s 1841«56 in entry 150.
Datey court authorization and ordor to take imventory, name of estate,
itcmized schedule of real ond personal property with approisers!
veluction, signoturcs and ocths of appraiscrs, doclerations (oath)
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of administrator or ccting probate agent regarding completeness of in-
ventory, probnte of inventory, date filed and recorded, and signcturec
of rogister. For index, sec entry 131, 1857-Aug. 1915, hdw. on pr. forms;
Sopte. 1915--, typod on pr. forms. 500 pp. 16} x 11% x 23,

For originel records 1841--, sec entry 133.

145, (REAL ESTATE TRANSFER RECORD), 1934~=-, 2 filo drawers.
Prior recording not rcquired.,

Dual record of real cstate willed and devised in probated wills, One card
shows name of deviscc, residence, docket wmumber, name and locotion of
estatoy date of death of testotor, and description of real estates; other
card shows mame ~nd location of estate, date of death of testator, docket
number, description of estate, and nemes and addressos of devisces. Alph.
arre by names of cstatoss No index. Typed on pr. forms, 4% x 6 x 16,

Wills

146, PROBATE RECORDS--WILLS--BELKNAP COUNTY, 1854--. 15 vols,
(8, 334 14, 1, 20, 22, 26, 31, 36, 37, 40, 44, 50,52, 56).
1841~56 in entry 150, -
Written statemont of the disposition of a person's property (real and
personnl) after his decoasc ncming the devisecs with description and
conditions of legacy dated and signed by testator and three disintersstod
witnosses; declaration by one or more of the witnesscs regarding the
montal condition of the testator at the time the will was drawn, made
when the will is offered for probate; and date of probate, and probatec
on same. For indox, see entry 131. Hdw. and typed on pr. forms, 500
PRe 16%‘ X ll’:;L X 2%0
For original records 184l--, secc cntry 133,

Financial

147. PROBATE RECORDS=ADMINISTRATORS, EXECUTORS, GUARDIANS, AND
INSOLVENT ACCOUNTS, 1854~-, 11 vols. (4, 9, 11, 18, 23,
25, 28, 39, 51, 55, 59)e 1841~54 in entry 150,

Neme of estate, date of death of testator, itemized list of all asscets
tnd oxpenditures with amount of each, total amount of receipts and
¢xpenditures, and baleonce; and court certificetc regarding notice to
heirs at law and other interested parties for exhibition of account by
Probate agent showing dnte, time, probnte on samc, and dote recorded.
Insolvency cccounts chow in addition: date, docket number, namc of
tasey town, petition or assignment filed, orders for hoaring, date of
doecree, warrant issucd, nome of assignec, names of sureties, schedule
of creditors, debts filed, property filed, and order of distribution;
doclaration of debtor conveying all assets to be proportioncd amongst
reditors, signatures of witnceses, and oath of debtor; court order
declaring debtor insolvent, order to file inventory of creditors,
hame of messenger, date and place of mecting of creditors for sclec-
tion of assignce; and probate on some., For index, sce entry 131. Hdw.,
o pr, forms, 1854-Nov. 1922; typed on pr. forms, Doc, 1922~-, 500 pp.
16 x 114 x 21,

For original records 1841--, soec ontry 133,
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Shcriff

148, PROBALTE RECORDS~LEG.TEES RECEIPTS=BELKN:AP COUNTY, 1897
1934. 2 vols, (27, 34). WNo prior copying required;
discontinued,

Copics of rcceipts from legatocs: mamo of testotory docket number,
date, amount, purposc of receipt, and signature of legntee. Alph,
indexcd by names of testators in front of vols. Also, for index,sce
entry 13l. Hdw, 500 Ppe 16 % 11 % 2%

For original records 1841~-, sec entry 133,

149. PROB.TE RECORDS--—GUARDIJ.NS, ADMINISTRATORS, LND EXECUTORS

LICENCES TO SELL AND MORTGAGE REAL EST.TE (Real and

Fersonul Estates), 1851--, 7 volg, {7y Loion. ne 46,

47, 58). 1841-50, entry 150,
Administrators, guardians (minor and insanc), trustces and conscrvators
petitions and liconscs to gell and mortgage or convey as per contract
roal end personal estotos (including socurities); petition: dnte
entercd, name of probatc agent, name of castato, date of death of testa-
tor, cnd recsons for request of licence in full; license: nome of
petitioner, location of cstate, nome of probate ogent, condition of and
reason for licensc, description of proporty to be (sold, conveyced or
mortgﬁgod), dete, and signoture of Judge; cath of probate agent; certifie
eate of agent relrtive to posting notices ag required by low: date,
place, time of posting of notice, and nemo and dato of newgpaper in
Which advertised; certificate of sale: date, time, places type of sale
(privnte, public or public nuction), name of buyor, description of pro=-
porty conveyod, cmcunt of sale, dote filed and rccorded, and signaturc
of register; also (Commissioners! Reports), 1869~1934, entry 143, For
index, sec entry 131. Hdw. on pr. forms. 600 pp. 16 x 11 x 3e

For original records 1841--, sco ontry 133,

150, (Miscallanccus? FROBATE RECORDS=BELKN..P COUNTY, 1841«lry
1856+ 3 vols. (1-3),

(Divisions rnd Partitions), 1841-55, entry 135; (Relense of Dewer (Curtsey)
tnd Homesterd), 1841-55, cntry 1363(idows! illowances), 1841-50, entry
139; (Cormissionors® Reports), 1841-50, entry 143; and inventorics, 1841~
%, ocntry 144; wills, 1841-56, entry 146; acccunts, 1841-54, entry 147;
end licenses, 1841-50, entry 149, For index, see cntry 131, Hdw, 600 PPe
6 x 11 x 2,

For criginel records 1841-~, sce entry 133,

VII., SHERIFF

The ret iof incerporntion (1840) provided for a sheriff for Belknap
County, *%;4 present he appoints five deputics. Records are kept in the

sheriff'g office, the vrult of the elerk of court, and tho basement
storcroom,

151. LPPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY SHERIFFS, BELKNAP COUNTY, 1846w,
3 volss (dated),
Rocord of cppointments of deputy shoriffs showing name of appointee,
lote of appeintment, cath of appointee, nnd signatures of sheriff and
%PCinteo. Chron. arrs, no index. Hdw, on pr. forms, 200 pp, 14 x 10 x
5‘ Vo
For prior and roclated records 1841--, sco entry 79,

:“\*-—-—
¥ Ibid., Chaptor 539,
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152. (BELKNAP COUNTY SHERIFF'S ACCOUNTS), 1859==, 1 vol. No
prior records kopt.
accounts of sheriff and deputics, court oxpenscs and fees, and expense
of comnmittment of prisomers to Jjail showing date, tcrm, to whcm, what
for, and emounts Chron arrey no index. Hdw. 200 pp. 13 %9, 7,
Off .

153. BELKNAP DOCKET (Sheriff's Copy)s 1906-34. 34 vols, (dated).
Bct. 1919, Oct. 1922, ond Oct, 1927 missing.

Docket of the superior court, Belknap Coumty court term; court
officers (list of Justices and officers of court giving office held,
name and residcncc); deto of court sessicm for yoar; attendanco {month,
your, name of justice, days, attondance and date cf judgment; list of
nombers of Belknap County Bar (name, residencc, telephone number, and
date of cdmittonce); sheriffe and deputics by countics (nome, residence
and telephonc number); superior ccurt-assignmont of justices (dato,
place and name); maturalizetion days (deto, county, and place);
alphabeticnl list of the members of the New Horpshire Bor (mame, tele-
phene number, and residonce); civil, oquity, state, nnd sessions docket
(dockot number, names of plaintiff and defendant, solicitors for each,
and brief history of casc); and peges for memorends of trials (jury
tricl number, dockct number, namcs of jurors, date and time trial began
and ended, and verdiet). alphe indexed by nocmes of plaintiffs according
tc type of case in back of vols. Pr., 250 pPPe 6% x 4 x %. Stororosm,

For related reocords 1841~~, sce ontry 23,

VIII. MEDICAL REFEREE

In 1842 thore werc cight corcmers in Belknop County.4BSinco 1903
the coromers have been replaced by a singlec medical referec, “tho also
acts as county farm doctor. Records are kept in the private cffice of
the Attorney-Generzl and in the bnsenent, State House, Concord.

154, (INDEX TO REPORTS OF MEDIC.L REFEREES), 1911--, 5 filo boxes.,
(a=2).
Indox to medicol rofercos! reports of all countics showing mame of
deceased, date of report, and number or name of folder in which repert is
filods 4lphe arr. by names of decscsed., Typeds 4 x 53 x 16, Off,

155, CO0, SOLICITOR, BELKNiP CO. (Records of Medical Referces),
- 1911==, 1 folder in file drower, 1 packing case, Prior
records not kept.
Ropert of medical referee %o county soliciter. Record of autcpsy: nane
of strte ond Attorney-General, reason for autopsyy name and age of decoased,
Supposcd cnuse of death, authority to perform autopsy, when madc (dqy,

Z§T’ New Hampshire Register, 18425 52,
4, Neow Harpshire Lows of 1903, Chapter 134,
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(156)

timc, month, and yesr), witnosscs (naric and residonce), descripticn of
clothing, body rarkings, conditicn of (chcst, abdomen, hend)s prtho=
logicnl findings, and cousc of decth; record of articles takem from
body: dctey name of reforce, namc of county, nome of decorsed, place
of death, doscription cf property, signaturc and cdércss of rolative,
and signoturc of witncsses; record of reforec's expenses: mnone of
docoasod, =utopsy (time, place, and deto), circumstrnces of death,

tc whem body delivercd, stotermont of CXpOonscs (itcmizod), and¢ signnture
of modienl roferce; and record of inquisiticn: date, timc and plnce

of inquisiticn, nore of nedicenl rofcree, nomc and address of decerscd,
rofcreets findings ns to crusc, dotc of death, and signaturc of refcrec,
Survey not permitted to examine packing caso centoining records 1911-
254 For indox, sec ontry 154, Hdw. and typed on pr. forms. Foldoer,
10 x 13 in filo drover, 11 x 162 x 252, 1911-25, 1 pncking cnsc, br.;
1926=~, 1 foldeor, off.” Siter Al

IX, SOLICITOR

The offjice of solicitor hos continucd in unbrokon sueccossion
sinco 1842,*°No rccords orc kopt,

Fer cnnunl roperts, soo ontry 25
X. TRE..SURER

o county treonsurgr wes scot up by the act of incorporntion for
Bolknup County (lB&O)ﬁand this officc has continued to doto. Most of
the records nre kept in the cormissicnors’ offico, the shoriff's office
safoy and the trensurcr's privete cffice; the romaindor are stored in
the voult and sterercom of the bascrient.

Finoncial

156. BELKNAP COUNTY~-TRE. SURER'S C..SH BOOK, spril 1933--, 2 vols.
1927-linrch 1933 in cntry 157; 1841-1909 in entry 159,

Roccipts: trnxes, othery totsl recoipts, brnk depesitsy and dote; poy-
ments: dote, nameo, particulars, check nurbor, amcunt, county farm,
poor off frrm (baconin, Moradith, Tilton, other towms), aid to soldicrs
and their familics, board and eorc of children, cld age assistrnce
(cmunty, cityy towns), aid to ncedy blind, jail, hospital, county
officers (snlarics, oxponscs), enrc ond supplics for court housec,
Supcricr court expenscs (jury payrolls, state vs._ payrclls, coun-
scl foes, stoncgrepher, clerk of suporicr court, sheriff and deputics),
rogisters of doods and prcbate, outley for conmstruction and cquipricnt
indebtedness (princip-l, intercst), farm burcau, and all othor paynents

45, Neow Harpshiro Registor, 1842«--,
46, Now Honpshire Lows of 1840, Chapter 539.
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(amount, accognt). Chron. arr., no index. Hdw. on pr. forms, 1000 pp.
194 x 11F x 2§. 1933-34, off. sheriff; 1935--, off. commissioners.

157, BELKNAP COUNTY PAYMENTS, July 1927-March 31, 1933. 4 vols.
Payments: date, name, particulars, voucher numbers, totals, county farm,
county farm repairs, jail, dependent children, farm bureau, needy blind,
county officers, court house, registers of deeds and probate, aid to
soldiers by towns, medical referee, court house equipment, miscellaneous,
and totals. Chron. arr., no index. Hdw. on pr. forms. 200 pP-

14% x 104 x 1. Off. sheriff.
For prior records, see entry 158,

158. (ACCOUNT BOOK), 1841-1909, 4 vols. 1910-June 1927, missing.
Accounts of county treasurer showing debits: date, order number, to whom,
purpose, and amount; and credits: date, from whom, purpose, and amount.
Chron. arr., no index. Hdw, 500 pp. 14 x 9 x 1%, V.

For subsequent records, see entry 157,

159. (RECORD OF INDEBTEDNESS ), 1931~~, 10 vols. No prior records
kept.
Neme of bank, date, amount, percent of interest, date due, and date of
payment. Chron. arr., no index. Hdw. 60 B 10 % 7% % %. 0ff. treasurer,

Miscellaneous

160. (CANCELLED CHECKS), 1932--, 11 file boxes (3 undated file
boxes, 1932-34; 8 dated file boxes, 1935--)., Prior records
destroyed; July 1934-July 1935, missing.

Cancelled checks showing number, date, to whom payable, amount, and
signatures of county commissioners. Chron. and numerically arr., no in=-
dex, Hdw. on pr. forms. 4+ x 8 x 134, 3 file boxes, 1932-34, ba. v.;
8 file boxes, 1935=--, storerocom.,

161. (CHECK STUBS), Dec. 21, 1934--. 57 pads. Prior records
destroyed.,
Check number, date, to whom payable, purpose, and amount, Chron. arr.,
o index, Hdw. on pr. forms. 10% x 5% x 14. 1934~ Nov, 1936, 45 pads,
storeroom; Dec, 1936~-, 12 pads, off. commissioners.

XI, AUDITORS
County auditors were not established by law until 1872.4 There is

authentic evidence that Belknap County had this office by 1878 at least.48
Records are kept at the vault of the clerk of superior court.

47. New Hompshire Laws of 1872, Chapter 43.
48. MS. Belknap County Records, 1878,
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Superintendent of the County Farm--Judicial BELKNAP
(162~165)

162. AUDITOR'S REPORTS, 1897=-, 1 file drawer. Prior records
lost.
Semi-annual reports of auditor with certification as to correctness of
accounts; also county commissioners' reports of all paid billss date,
to whom, and amount; and exceptions (unpaid). Chron. arr., no index.
Typeds 10 x 4% x 14.
For annual reports, see entry 2,

XI1. SUPERINTENDENT OF THE COUNTY FARM

The exect date of the establishment of the above office is diffi-
cult to determine, but it can be asserted, without danger of contra-
diction, that an officer called "superintendent" had charge of the
county farm as early as 1873, though he did not make a report until 18’75.49
Records are kept at the superintendent's office, county farm; and at
the sheriff's office, court house.

‘Judicial
(See also entries 22-54, 153).

163. MITTIMUS, 193l=~. 7 bundles. Prior records destroyed.
Order to sheriff, deputy sheriff, or police officer to transmit prisoner
to house of correction or jail: complaint, date, by whom issued, court,
deposition, fines, costs, committment, order by court to sheriff to con=-
vey said prisoner to house of correction, date of order, signature of
clerk of court, attest of conveying officer that said prisoner had been
conveyed as ordered, and statement of fees (costs for service, travel,
conveyance, copy, and mittimus). Chron. arr., no index. Typed on pr.
formss 9% x 3% x 3. Off. dupt.

Administration

164, PRISONERS ADMITTED = BELKNAP COUNTY, 1897 = June 1931.
1 vol: Prior records destroyed. July 1931=- in entry 166,
Date, name, age, nationality, where from, what for, length of sentence,
fine, costs, male or female, marital status, absconded, returned, paid fine
and costs, weeks, days,; number of times committed, time expires, and
discharge@¢s Chron., arr., no index. Hdw. on pr. forms. 200 pp. 171
£ 14k x 12, .OFf. supt,

165. PAUPERS ADMITTED = COUNTY ALMS HOUSE, 1862 = June 1931.
1 vol. Prior records not kepte July 1931-- in entry 166,
Name, age, time admitted, former residence, time discharged; place of
destination, number of weeks board, number of days board, and total
(Weeks, days). Alphe arrs by names of inmates. No index. Hdw. on pre
formss 500 ppe 14 x 95 x 2. Offe supt.

49, Belknap County Reports 1873, 1875,
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Superintendent of the County Farm--Financial BELKNAFP
(166-169)

166. (PRISONERS AND INMATES - ADMITTED AND DISCHARGED), July 1931--.
1:file bex, 1 bundle.

Yellow cards, record of prisoners: name, age, sex, alias, marital
status, civil state, religion, birthplace, nationality, occupation,
color, weight, height, complexion, hair, eyes, face, mustache, beard,
scars, ink tatooing, date admitted, where from, police or superior court §
number of times admitted, fare and cost paid, length of sentence, fine,
cost, time expires, crimey and discharge; blue card, record of children:
name, date admitted, age, ward, where from, street number, birthplace,
date of birth (year, month, day), color, sex, religion, settlement,
parents' (name, hirthplace, occupation, religion), address of parents or
relatives, telephone number, whom taken by, remarks, boarder, and taken
for adoption (no, yes); and white card, record of paupers: name, agey
ward, transferred to, date admitted, where from, strect number, birthplace,
nationality, date of birth (year, month, day)s time in United States
(years, months, days), settlement, religion, color, sex, husband or wife
of ; read, write, occupation, father (name, birthplace, occupation),
mothor (name, birthplace), sent by, brought by, reccived by, personal
offoccts, address of rcletives, tclophonc number, board (weoks, days),
boardcr or paupcr, dicd, and dischargeds Alph. arr. by names of
prisoncrs and inmatcs. No index. Hdw. on pr. forms. File boxe 6 x 9
x 17; bundlc, 5 x 8 x Bs Off. supta

167, (WOOD BOOK), 1934--, 2 vols. (I, II, datcd), No prior
rocords kepte
List of all deliverics of wood to county cascs away from farm, showing
neme, address, date, and amount of wood dclivercd. Chron. arr., no
index. Hdw. in pencil. 125 ppe 16 x 7 x 1. Off. supt.

Financial

168. (ACCOUNT BOOK - COUNTY FARM), 1909--. 5 vols. 1865~70 in
ontry 16.
Roccipts: datc, from whom, purpose, nnd amount; and cxpenditures: datc,
to whom, =nd amount. Chron. arr., no index. Hdws 1560 pps 10 X 73
x 4. 1902-July 24, 1931, 3 vols., off. sheriffj July 25, 1931--,
2 vols., off. supt.

169. (CASH BOOK), Moy 1923«Jan. 31, 1924, 1 vol,
Revenue: date, namec, farm producc, board, bills approved and scnt to
commissionsrs, other and total rcvenue; total cxpense and outlay; and
cxpensc: administrotion (salaries end payrolls, other), opcration,
me.intenance of plant (fuel, water, light ' and power, cost of equipment
cxcopt forming equipment, minor repoirs of building, and other),
forming (cost of cquipment, live stock, food for live stocky fced and
fortilizer, and other), provisions and clothing, health {(medical
rttendancc, funcrnl oxponses), fixed charges (insurance, taxes), and
construction and alterations of buildings. Chron. arr., no index. Hdw.
on pr. forms. 100 pp. 14 x 14} x 4. Off. sheriff.




Sealer of Weights and Measures wro0ne ??%g?AF

Miscellaneous

170, (VISITORS' REGISTER), 1898--. 3 vols. Prior records
destroyed.
Date, and name and address of persons who had lunch at county farm while
visiting. Chron. arr., no index. Hdw. 125 pp, 11 x 8% x 1. 1898~
1930, 2 vols., off. sheriff; 1931--, 1 vols, off. supt.

XIII. SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

A sealer appdared in t

50
5Eis county in 1842, In 1919, the office
became a state department.

No records have been found.

50, New Hampshire Register 1842, 50.
5l. New Hampshire Laws of 1919, Chapter 149, Section 3.




Dates

1839-1917

1839-~

1841-46
1841-54
1841-May 1856

1841-75

1841-1909
1841 -~

- Bl w

CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX TO RECORDS

Titles and Entry Numbers

Session Cases, 29.

(Damege Awards), 43.

(Petitions for Highways), 68.

(Petitions for Continuance of Highways), 69.

(Potitions for Damages Aganist Towns), 70.

(Petitions for Rights of Eminent Domain), 71,

(Petitions for Laying Out Railroads), 72.

(Nuisance Petitions), 78.

Equity Cases, 28,

(Amendments), 44.

(Bills in Equity), 45.

(Libel for Divorce), 48,

(Affidavits), 48.

(Mortgage Foreclosures), 51.

(Adjustment of Partnership Accounts), 53.

(Disputed Wills and Codicils), 54.

(Appointments of Receivers), 87.

Belknap Records (Plans), 125,

(Index of) Plans, 126,

(Peddlers' Licenses), 80.

Belknap Records, Roads from January 1841, 96.

(liscellansous) Probate Records - Bolknap County,
150.

Belknap Records (Authorization to Borrow Money -
Peddlers' Licenses = Record of Votes = County
Convention Minutes), 107.

(Account Book), 158.

(General) Index, Equity = State - Civil - Session -
Law Term Cases (Plaintiff and Defendantg, 22.

(0fficial) Docket, 23.

Judg(e )ments, 25.

Civil Cases, 6.

State Cases, 27.

Venires, 30,

(Appeals), 35.

(Recognizance), 36.

( Summons ), 37.

( Subpoena ), 38.

(Complaint and Warrant), 39.

(Mittimus), 40,

(Indictments), 41.

(Verdicts), 42.

(Trustees' Depositions), 47.

(Plaintiffs' and Defendants' Exhibits), 49.

(Inquiry, Contest, and Adjustment of Title), 50.

(Auction Sales of Attached Property), 52.

S}
e
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Chronological Index to Records (1841-1850

1841-=

1842-1906
1844-99

1846~Sept. 1906
1846~~
1847-76
1850--

(Writs of Possession), 55.

(Capias Writs), 56.

(Writs of Injunction), 57.

(Writs of Attachment), 58.

(Writs of Execution), 59,

(Writs of Replevin), 60.

(Petition for Informstion), 77.

Belknep Records - Deputy Sheriffs and Peddlers -
from January 1841, 79,

Return of Votes, 81.

(Appointment of Referees), 86.

Clerk's Vouchers - Bills Faid by Clerk (Receipted
Bills and Jury Payrolls), 90.

(Payrolls), 92.

(Witness Fees), 95.

(Attorney's /ppearance Slips), 102.

(Official Bonds), 1C3.

(Bail Bonds), 104.

(Copies of Court Trials), 106.

(Agreements), 115.

(Appraisals), 116,

Belknap Records (Deeds, Leases), 118,

Index to Records, Grantor, Grantee, 119.

(General) Index - Belknap County Records, 131.

Probate Records - Docket - Belknap County, 132.

(Original Frobate Documents), 133.

(Divisions and Partitionms), 135.

(Release of Dower (Curtesy) and Homestead), 136.

(Assignment of Real Estate), 137.

(Waiver of Wills), 138.

(Widows' Allowances), 139.

(Adoption and Change of Name), 140.

(Bonds), 141,

(Commissioners' Reports), 143.

Record (Index to Naturalization Records), 63.

Attorneys® Oaths - Students' Certificates -
Resolutions, 97.

Naturalization, 62.

Appointments of Deputy Sheriffs, Belknap County,

(Attorneys' Oaths), 98.

{Special Jury), 32.

(Pauper Status), 61.

(Five Day Marriage Waivers), 67.

(Petition to Allow Prisoner to Attend Funeral of
Relative), 74.

(Petition for Bail Commissioners), 76.

(Certification of Election), 83,

( Appointment of Ballot Inspectors), 85.

(Assignment of Justices), 88.

)
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Chronological Index to Records

1850~

1851 ==

1854 ==

1856-95
1856~=

1857~70
1857~1911
1857-1929
Octe 1857==~
1858~
1859 =~

1862=June 1931
1865-97
1870-~1900
1871=~

1875==

1877=-

1878-99

1878=~
1882~Dec. 1895
1883 ==
1887-1932
1889-1920
1897-June 1931
1897-1934

1897~
1898-=
1899~
1906~34
Nov. 1906--
1907 ==

- 63 -

(1850-1907)

(Character Certificates), 101.

(Resignations), 105,

Coroners' Inquests, Railrsads, Miscellaneous, 108,

(Coroners* Inquests), 109.

(Parole from Asylum), 110,

(Order for Allowance), 111.

(Railroad Damages), 112.

Probate Records - Commissioners' Reports - Widows'
Allowances, 142,

Probate Records = Guardians, Administrators, and
Executors Licenses to Sell and Mortgage Real
Estate (Real and Personal Estates), 149.

Probate Records--Wills=--Belknap County, 146,

Probate Records - Administrators, Executors,
Guardians, and Insolvent Accounts, 147,

Record of Paupers (Netes Due on the County Farm), 14.

(Waste) Dockets, 24.

Probate Records - Dower, Homestead, Partition, Division
(Assignment of Real Estate, Waiver of Wills,
Widows' Allowances), 134, ‘

(Inventory and Account Books - County Farm), 16. "

Jeilor's Report, 1l4.

Inventory of Property at County Farm, 15.

Probate Records Inventories - Belknap County, 144.

Jury Lists, 3L.

Account Book, 91.

(leknap County Sheriff's Accounts), 152, -

Prisoners Admitted = County Alms House, 165,

Journal (Record of Payments), 19,

(Record of Notes), 21.

Belknap County Reports, 2.

Record of Votes, Belknap County, 82.

Appointments = Court Orders (County Officers), 84,

(Student Certificetes), 99..

(Bar Admittances), 100,

Belknap County (Delegation Records), 1.

Journal (Record of Orders Drawn on Treasurer), 20..

Official Oaths, 89.

Commissioners' Bills, 94.

Aid to Dependent Soldiers and Blind, 8.

Prisoners Admitted = Belknap County, 164.

Probate Records - Legatees Receipts - Belknap County,
148.

Auditor's Reports, 162,

(Visitor's Register), 170.

Record of Notes = Belknap County, 93.

Belknap Docket (Sheriff's Copy), 153.

Declaration of Intention (Naturalization), 64,

Department of Commerce and Labor ~ Division of
Naturalization - Petition and Record, 65,-
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Chronological Index to Records (1907--)
1907 == Power of Attorney - Revocation, 113.
1908~- Letters (Correspondence - Clerk of Court), 117.
(Record of) Tax (Sales), 127,
1909 == (Account Book - County Farm), 168.
1911-~ (Index to Writs of) Attachments, 122,
Writs (of) Attachments, 123.
Attachments Discharged, 124.
(Index to Reports of Medical Referees), 154,
Co. Solicitor, Belknap Co. (Records of Medical
Referees), 155.
1915w Tax Collector's Redemptions - Tax Collector's
Papers, 128,
1917~ Entry (Book), 121.
1920-- : Belknap Records (Army, Navy, and Marine Discharges),
129.
(Index to Army, Navy, and Marine Discharges), 130.
1921-33 (Pauper Records, Miscellaneous), 1ll.

MBY 19 23"J8.n. 31 ]
1924
1926-Dec, 1934

July 1927-Mar, 31,
1933

1927-36

1927~

1928-31
1928--~

1930~--
1931--~
July 1931--
1932--
Apr. 1933--
1934~-

Dec, 21, 1934~-
1935--

1936~

(Cash Book), 169.
Ledger (Financial and Case Records of Poor Off Farm),
18.

Belknap County Payments, 157.

Petition for Security, 75.

Petition for Discharge and Order (House of Correction),
739

Municipal Court Appeals, 33.

Municipal Court Appeals, Non-Entry, 34,

Petition for Permission for Persons Below Age of Con-
sent to Contract Marriage, 66.

(Relief Orders and Bills from Vendors), 13.

(0id Age Assistance and Aid to Blind), 7.

(Record of Indebtedness), 159.

Mittimus, 163,

(Priscners and Inmates - Admitted and Discharged),
166,

(Cancelled Checks), 160.

Belknap County -~ Treasurer's Cash Book, 156.

(Real Egtate Transfer Record), 145.

(Wood Book), 167.

(Chneck Stubs), 161

Active Cases (Direct Relief), 3.

Inactive Cases (Direct Relief), 4.

Belknap County--Open and Closed Cases {Relief
Applications, Case Histories, Social Serv1ce
Records), 5.

(Financial Records of Relief Cases), 6.

Dependent Children, 9.

(Relief Orders), 12.

(General Ledger), 17.

(Index to Deeds Granted by) Banks, 120,

(Rent and Milk File), 10.







