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THE WINE-CUP.

Young man, that cup of sparkling wine,
Just lifted to thy lip |
Heed well the fate that may be thine
If that vile draught you sip;
A maniac’s death, a drunkard’s grave,
In thoughtless mirth you madly brave.

A prison’s gloom, & felon’s name,
A murderer stained with blood,
A life of woe, a death of shame,
I see within its purpie flood ;
Drink, then, that cup of sparkling wine,

Young mau, and these may all be thine.

The widow’s wail; the orphan’s cry,
The frenzied maniac’s yell,

The bloated cheek, the blood-shot eye
Are all within the wine cup’s spell ;

1t flings o’er life a rayless gloom,

And kills for aye beyond the tomb.

Then taste no more the sparkling cup,
Au adder’s tooth is in the wine;
A simoon’s blast to wither up
All hope of bliss that may be thine;
Bul as a serpent, from thee throw
The cup that brings but shame and woe.
















RAGAMUFFIN.

Rapamuffin was a boy,

He v »8 born to be a joy;

But L., always tore his clothes;
How he did it gracious knows |

Dress him in a bran new suit,
Give him good advice to boot,
Tell him to beware of nails,
Broken walls and jagged rails;

Not to grub upon his knees,
But to mind his @’s and P’s,—
No improvement came of it ;
Very soon there was a slit,

Or a great piece hanging loose;
Jacket-sleeves not fit for use;
Or his trouser-knee was ripped ;
Or a butfon off was stripped ;

By his friends (at this appalled)
Ragamuffin he was called;
What they meant was to express
Nothing but his raggedness.

But when he went out to play,
It did on his feelings weigh,
To be called by such a name,
For he did not like the same.

May we hope that this will end

In impressing on our friend

. That he should not tear his clothes?
(How he does it gracious knows.)

‘When he next is called upon,
Nice made, new attire to don,
If & week away should roll,
And he has not torn & hole,

We will look for better days ;
Otherwise this sad disgrace
Must continue still, and he
Ragamuffin named must bel

Good Words for the Touny.
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