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INTRODUCTION

a period of some eighteen months prior to the comple-
the Guntersville Dam on the Tennessee River, January
, an archaeological survey of Guntersville Basin was con-

by the Tennessee Valley Authority in cooperation with

bama Museum of Natural History. Many of the most
t sites in the area were excavated, using W. P. A. labor
work. An archaeological laboratory was also set up at
ham for processing the material recovered from these
ns. Here skilled and semi-skilled W. P. A. labor was
nd used in the cleaning, restoration and preservation of
ogical material and the records relative to it. While
erative project was in operation, additional W.P. A.
ame available in the vicinity of Huntsville, Alabama.
ame time it became known that a number of important
gical sites in Pickwick and Wheeler basins, which were

to the lakes, were being seriously damaged by the
ver table. Since it had not been possible previously to

these important sites and because of the impending
amage to them, it was determined to use the available
labor for excavation of such sites as were then acces-

subject of this report, the Whitesburg Bridge Site,
County, Alabama, designated Mav10, was chosen for
fion because of its importance, the proximity of labor,
site’s accessibility. The general location of this site
L in the map forming the frontispiece of this report. The
nd excavation of this site was begun January 26, 1939,
e direction of Mr. H. Summerfield Day. Under his su-
. the site was cleared, staked, and excavation started.
vas obviously a shell midden, it was determined to use
ck technique” which has been found to have certain
ges in the study of shell middens. In March, 1939, Mr.
PPs was placed in charge of the site and Mr. Day resumed
the important site Ma°©48. The investigation of Site
mtinued to the spring of 1940. After the resignation
apps in February, 1940, Mr. Day again took charge and
ed the excavation to April, 1940. After an expenditure

e 4,800 man-days labor, the site was abandoned, a fair

oL its prehistoric record having been obtained.
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WHITESBURG BRIDGE SITE
Mav10

This site is located on the immediate north bank of th
Tennessee River, 10 miles from Huntsville on the Whiteshury
Pike. It is about 100 feet west of the Whitesburg Bridge, and
extends along the river for about 350 feet (see Figure 2-2). Tk
midden deposit extends northward from the river about 100 feet
The surface is about 15 feet above normal river level.

This site has been used in historic times for a variety o
purposes. Prior to the Civil War a dwelling house occuvied th
site for many years. Later the landing of Port Huntsville was
located there. The wharf and warehouses were erected on thi
midden and the port became the center of considerable ommer-
cial activity in the transportation of freight and passengers by
river steamboat. After competition by the railroads nade the
river steamer unprofitable, the port was abandoned. Some il
years ago a cotton gin was erected on the site and operated {u |
many years. For the past two decades the site has been In
cultivation. Recently, the construction of Whitesburg Bridg
caused the site to be covered with construction material, an
made necessary further disturbance of the midden by sinkin
“dead men” for the attachment of steel cables. The site hx B
thus been subjected to much disturbance within the histor
period by white occupancy. The river has also caused some los
on the southern edge by erosion, and the site has been inundate
a number of times during periods of high water.

This site is a typical shell midden deposit about 6 feet decl B
at the river face. This depth rapidly diminishes northward ot §
the river bank. It appears that the builders of this midi
lived on the natural levee of the river casting out the shell on
river bank. As the shell deposit rose in height, it was spre
northward to a feather edge of zero thickness, while the eros’[§
of the river constantly cut away the southern edge to keep’
deep profile exposed.
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THE WHITESBURG BRIDGE SITE

(a) General view of Mavl0 from Whitesburg Bridge.
(b) Blocks 1 and 2, Zone D, exposed.
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Trench System

The site was staked in 5-foot squares, from a zero line laid
south to north and a base line extending east and west approxi.
mately on the edge of the river bank.

East-west exploratory trenches were then run, the 15-foof
trench from the zero line east (left) 200 feet, and the 55-fot
trench east-west from L 200 to R 100. Blocks were then isolated,
Nos. 1 and 2 at the river edge (see Figure 2-b), and Nos. 3, 4
and 5 on the northern border of the deposit, as shown in Ground
Plan, Figure 3.

As the isolating trenches were dug, all material was desig-
nated by its trench, but no attempt was made to record levels
This accounts for artifacts reported in the general summary &
from trenches, level undetermined. Blocks were taken down i
the order 3, 2, 1, 4, 5.

Natural Zones

Since Block 3 was the first excavated, the natural zone
were described by their exposure in the 55-foot trench. Thes
may be described briefly from the top down as:

Zone A. A sandy loam, the plow zone, about 6 inches thick
with scattered shell.

Zone B. A black organic clay, with scattered shell and littk

cultural material, about 1 foot thick.

Zone C. A yellow clay, clean, nearly sterile layer, abol
1 foot thick. Extending in the 55-foot trench from L-23 to tf
edge of the excavation at R-100.

Zone D. An almost pure concentration of shell containi
much cultural material. This zone varied much in thickne
from 3.5 feet at L-25 to zero thickness at R-65.

Zone E. A deposit of sandy clay, the top first foot of whit
had received shell and cultural material from Zone D above It

West of L-25 in the 55-foot trench, Zone C disappeared #

Zone B lay directly on Zone D. West of L-180 in this tren
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Zone E began to show isolated lenses of concentrated clean shel]
as if on a river-deposited sand, shell had been laid down in eqp.
centrated lenses, and later covered by further deposition of sand

In order to understand this site and the depth distributio
of material, it must be remembered that Zone C underlies only
Block B; that in Blocks 4 and 5, Zone D is relatively thin an
the whole midden deposit is only about 4 feet deep, while in the
case of Blocks 1 and 2, Zone D is very deep—nearly 3.5 feet o
the average—and there the whole midden is about 6 feet deep.

It appears from a study of the profiles that Zone D carries
most of the cultural material other than pottery because it is
the thickest zone (see Figure 4-a) and the early occupancy was
concentrated in that zone. Zones A and B, on the other hand
carry nearly all of the pottery, so much so as to make sure that
Zone D is pre-pottery, as shown in tabulation of pottery from
Blocks 1, 2 and 3. In Blocks 4 and 5, not excavated by zones,
the pottery is practically all in the upper two feet which roughly
corresponds to Zones A and B for these blocks. Block 3 was
excavated by zones. Block 2 was excavated by first removing
Zones A and B, keeping all material separated by zones, and the
remainder was excavated by foot levels. It is to be remembered
that there was no Zone C at this point and Zone D was abotf
3.5 feet deep (see Figure 4-b). Thus the 4-foot level below the
top of Zone D would carry the last 6 inches of Zone D and the
top 6 inches of Zone E. This material is recorded as Zone D
and E. The remainder of Zone E was about 1 foot thick andif
was excavated together.

Block 1 was excavated by first removing Zone A, and fhe
remainder in 1-foot levels.

Features

Twenty-nine special features were recorded as follows:
Circular fire pits in the shell

Fired clay hearth areas &
Concenirationtofigastropods s fes & i e U e 1
Fire basins floored with river pebbles 2
Dogiburialsys i bhupnd i Sltidiia Juin e s e et il 8
L OTal et Rt AN e b D R R b R (et 29
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These fire pits, containing ashes, charcoal and burned hon,
are found in all shell mounds. They were evidently designe
as places for cooking, where discarded animal bones were throy
in the fire.

The basins, floored with river pebbles, suggest “hot rod
cooking,” evidence of which is often found in shell mounds. T
fire hearths were areas covered by layers of clay on which fie
had burned to harden and discolor the clay. These fire basis
and hearths were found at all levels in the midden and showe
no evidence of stratigraphy. Dog burials occurred at depth
from .4 foot to 4.3 feet. One was in Zone A, one in Zone
and seven in Zone D. None were in direct association with huma
graves.

Many circular pits were found dug into the sand base belo
Zone E. These pits were filled with the shell midden, but co
tained no burial or any evidence of their purpose, so were u
listed as features. They may have been storage bins or midia
pits, but their content was not different from that of Zonel
Some are shown in Figure 4-a.

Burials

One hundred and seventeen burials were recorded, ¢
tributed as to type as follows:

FallyaflexXedist rtetiada Sl 8 Rel v Se D xS e n e S S Y|
Partiallyeflexeduralmm it S e feni it o i o A i i § 25
Sittingyburials e Bl Gr e idinie s T e e o o ot L 16
Pisturbed st Seshneanspaliier sy et I L 16
Bxtended s =e i st Salinhe oint e D el ity S A s 2
Reburialfof:bones = rtistes S i Sintim e o s iose s 1

Totglss 117

Burials in general in this site were very poorly preser
There had been the usual amount of digging in the middel} J
prehistoric time, and white occupancy in building foundat®”
for house, cotton gin, and bridge construction had added 0¥
prehistoric disturbance of burials. Another factor which el

At R A G
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Stone covcred burials, Block 1.

Block 1, with stone and second foot level removed, burials
In sity,
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20 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ALABAMA

to damage skeletal material at this site was the very conside.
able use by these shell midden dwellers of large stones to cowy
burials. Many burials had large stone slabs or river houldes
laid upon them. These stones were not placed in any ordere
manner and had by their weight, in every case crushed an
broken the bones, so that skeletal preservation was very por
This practice, which is occasionally seen in all shell mounds, ws
rather general at this site. It is usually associated with burias
in a sitting posture, which occur most frequently in the Archai
3 period. Figure 5-a shows some of the stone covered grave
and Figure 6-d shows Burial No. 72 covered with a pile of sml
stones.

In Zone D, about 3 feet deep, many of the sitting buriil
occurred. (See Figure 5-b). These are distinguishable by the
“slump” which occurs after burial. This characteristic of dis
placed head and elevated knees is illustrated in Figure 6-C.

In Figure 7-a there is presented the open pit of sittiyg
Burial No. 92. This is unique in that the pit is much larg
than was necessary to hold the body at the time of burial. Th
skeleton shows the typical “slump” from a sitting posture, bi
with another unique feature, i.e., the steatite vessel in the graw
pit is in an upright position. So regular is the custom of placiy
such stone bowls in an inverted position, and frequently over i
head of the individual, that one wonders how this unique pos:
tion came about. It is believed that here, too, at burial the hov |8
was inverted over the head, but due to the fact that the buriﬂ;
pit was quite large, the head had opportunity to fall forwa
at the time of “slumping” and later the bowl fell vertically dowr
ward. It came to rest at a point on the grave pit floor, perhaf g
2 or 3 feet below its first position in the grave and in its passi#
downward, it being a fairly small bowl (see Figure Ta-), becal‘ @
inverted from its first position, and was thus left right side !
A careful examination of this grave seems to indicate that her
too, the usual custom was being followed.

Al IR T TR




Figure 6.

=
jost
=
=
=
5
&
n
z
5
Q
o
z
g
Q
&
2]
&

Burial No. 9, only seven inches deep, s

head, bottom cut away by plough.

Burial No. 62 (child), head covered with sandstone vessel.
Burial No. 20, in sitting position.

Burial No. 72, covered with small stones.
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Figure 7. (a) Slumped sitting Burial No. 92 with small steatite bowl

‘1 (b) 1, 4, two of the four cut dog mandibles with Burial No. 8
| 3, 5, shale gorget and antler drift from Burial No. 47.

| 6, deer ulna spatula from Burial No. 49.

l 13, 14, 16, sheet copper arm band, copper spatula and cc
‘ gle,” broken, from Burial No. 51.
|
|

7, bone awl with Burial No. 58.

2, bone pin with Burial No. 84.

9, 10, two flint points with Burial No. 95.

15, redstone cylindrical bead with Burial No. 101.
11, 12, flint points with Burial No. 102.

VAR TN

49

| probably inverted over head, but in its fall became upright.

S liatinial
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Burial Associations

Forty-two burials had artifacts or other association and
are briefly described as follows:

E S e o e R T D S
Illus. Time
Associations Fig. No. Horizon

SEP. B .6 Four cut dog (?) mandibles, some

broken, b P1
gET)ists .8 Sandstone bowl flange handles, in-

verted over head of skeleton.

Bottom cut out by plow. 6a A3
10 1.3  Four limestone celts, 3 flaked,

and 2  broken, one pecked, with P2
11 F. il tapering truncated poll. Flint
point Type 9, and two broken

Y
d

points. P2,
PISEP T 1.1 Two limestone celts, flaked, bro-

ken. 120
81l F.F 1.1  Sandstone bowl elliptical, two

knob handles, small shell disc

beads. 9b A3
Bt P.F. 06 A e drict A3
P7 F. F. i Two limestone celts, flaked, bro- P2

ken.
Al 1.5  Steatite bowl, elliptical, two flange

handles inverted over infant

skeleton, 10b A3
g5 P.T L5 Flint blade, leaf shaped, finely

chipped, 23.5 cm. long.

Rl F.F; ol Shale gorget centrally expanded
truncated ends. 3 biconical per-
forations, antler drift elliptical

X-section, 110 mm. long. b P2
89 L E SO oo ulna spatula, unfinished slot

fish hook, blank.
Bl Re.B, 138 Sheet copper arm band, crushed,

sheet copper spatulate object,
broken, sheet copper conical

spangle. Infant, b P2
¥ sit. e Limestone hoe flaked with two
: side notches. P2
3 13 Bone awl cylindrical 137 mm.
P FF a3 Two limestone hoes, one with side 9b

notches, flint side scraper, 18
fragments of sandstone bowl,
sandstone bowl, two knob han-
dles, inverted over head of skele-
ton. 6b A3
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Burial

No.

Form

Depth

Associations

Illus.
Fig. No.

68

69

70

72

73
74

75

76

79

80

81

83

84

85

90
92

F.F.

E.F.

Sit.
Sit.

4.6

3.0

2.0

4.0

4.0
3.7

1.8

2.8

3.2

2.5

3.3

1.3
2.3

Sandstone bowl, inverted over
head of skeleton.

11 conch columella beads cylin-
drical grooved at one end.

Conch columella shell pendant
cylindrical grooved at one end.

Limestone axe, ground, three
quarter flanged grooved, and
limestone celt flaked.

Cut antler fragment.

Seven large fragments of portion
of crushed sandstone bowl which
fitted together, two flint points
T-55 and T-16.

110 shell beads, disc 5 to 9 mm.
diameter.

Antler drift 68 mm. long, limestone

hoe flaked two side mnotches,
limestone celt flaked, and flint
point, T-16.

Limestone hoe, flaked, broken, 64

fragments of sandstone bowl (not
restorable) with flange handle.
Shell beads 10 large cylindrical,
2 large disec, 14 small disc.

29 shell beads disc 5 to 7 mm.
diameter, flint point T-A, 2 frag-
ments sandstone bowl.

Shell gorgets, top of conch, 2 per-
forations, shell beads 927 disc
4 mm. to 15 mm. diameter, 10
cylindrical 8 mm. to 27 mm. long,
5 cylindrical columella pendants
perforated at one end, one large
shell disc, 3 fragments of rim
of sandstone bowl.

3 shell beads, large disc.

Bone pin cylindrical, expanded
head, 2 limestone -celts, flaked,
2 limestone hoes, flaked, broken.

3 limestone beads, large excur-
vate cylindrical.

Sandstone bowl fragment.

Steatite bowl in grave.
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Illus. Time
Depth Associations Fig. No. Horizon

a6 0 2.1 Shale gorget centrally expanded,

rounded ends, flat, 2 biconical
perforations, 184 mm. long, maxi-
mum width 60 mm., shale frag-
ment, tewWrapin carapace frag-
ment, tarso-metatarsus awls of
turkey, 2 antler drifts, one cylin-
drical 8 x 63 mm., one elliptical
x-section 52 mm. long, two antler
sections central elliptical hole
(arrow shaft wrench or straight-
ener?), flint projectile points
T-9, T-55, T-13. 8b P2

t. 5.0 Two flint points T-13, T-28. Lime-
stone celt, flaked, broken. Sand-
stone bowl fragment, 2 steatite
bowl fragments. A3

14 Two steatite bowls, one with
flange handle, shell beads, 42
medium dise, one large cylindri-
cal. 9c¢, 10a A3

2.8 Antler drift elliptical x-section,
66 mm. long.

24 Redstone bead, cylindrical, biconi-
cal perforation, 7 mm. diameter,
20 mm. long.

24 2 flint points, T-55,

3.0 Limestone hoe flaked, two side
notches. A3

3.5 Limestone celt, flaked, broken,
sandstone howl fragment, 2 flint
points T-13, T-55. A3

3.7 Flint drill made from T-U-P pro-
Jectile point, 3 flint points T-9,
1ilEH eSSy A3

34  Flint end_scrager.

M an inspection of these burial forms and associated
', 1t is apparent that these burials represent an undiluted
und complex. The grooved axes, limestone celts, chipped
limestone hoes, shale gorget and associated artifacts,
- at a “pure” cultural manifestation. The considerable
- of sandstone and steatite vessels in burial association

: ble as indicating occupancy in the Archaic 3 period and
g to cultural affiliation with the Flint River Site Mac48.
tion should be called to the considerable number of those

‘nverted over the body, usually over the head, when put

rial association, It would appear that in placing such stone
Vessels

mask

1 graves, their purpose was to serve as a protection—a
lor the face, perhaps, rather than a receptacle for the
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10

; ‘ Figure 8. (a) 1, grooved hoe with Burial No. 62.
! 2 to 10 inclusive, with Burial No. 93.
; » (b) 1, shale gorget, terrapin carapace replica.
| 2, 3, 6, 10, stone bars.
‘ 5, grooved hematite.
4, 7, 8, 11, bar gorgets.
9, steatite bowl fragment, flange handle.
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deposit of food as seems to have been the case when pottery
vessels are included in burials of the Koger Island Complex* or
any occupancy of the Pottery 3 period.

Artifacts From Burial Association

One of the outstanding artifact traits at this site is the
occurrence of sandstone and steatite vessels in burial associa-
tion. The following table gives the dimension and association
of five steatite and two sandstone vessels, six of which were
found in graves. One steatite bowl, specimen 40, was found
in the midden on the boundary between Zone B and Zone D, at
2 point where Zone C has thinned out and disappeared.

It is clear that these vessels were used not only in burial
association, but were first of all utility vessels, as indicated by
the broken fragments which occur concentrated in Zone D. Some
204 steatite fragments and some 182 sandstone fragments, found
In the excavation, may indicate the relative use of the two mate-
rials, ie., 52% steatite to 48% sandstone. They thus seem to
have been used in about equal proportions and at the same time,
e, in the Archaic 3 period.

Other artifacts from burial association are illustrated in
Figures 7-b and 8-a, The two so-called “bar gorgets,” both of
Bhale, gave no indication in the grave as to their possible use.
l'he term gorget implies that in some way the artifact was sus-

Pended from or worn on or about the neck of the individual,
Lhere is nothing here to confirm any such suggestion, so that
bhe terms may be quite inappropriate. Some 24 other similar
griiacts, made of several different stones, were found in the

_ml'CM 1, nearly all of which were similarly perforated. Since it
IS clear these people used the atlatl, these so-called stone bar

gorgets may well be atlat] weights. This suggestion seems sup-
Poried by the occurrence of stone bars, somewhat “boatstone”
_Shliil"' , which are known to be atlatl weights. One Specimen
Pith incised engraving is shown in Figure 8-b.

. small number of other burial associations at this site
presen s only a partial picture of the total material culture com-
Pltﬁ it is sufficient to show that notched stone hoes, cut
@imal jaws and antler shaft straighteners were associated with

th}‘ use of broad bladed stemmed flint projectile points. The use
o “Obper, beaten into thin sheets and then cut or rolled into
ol 1orms, was just beginning.

Webb, Wm. S., and DeJarnette, David L., 1942. p. 235.
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i Figure 10. (a) Steatite bowl with Burial No. 96.
(b) Steatite bowl with Burial No. 40.
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Specimen
Number

Description

Mavi0—WHOLE AND RESTORED STONE BOWLS

TABULATION OF

Horizontal
Outline
At Lip

T

|

| Maximum
Horizontal
Dimensions

|
\ |
| |
| Location or
| Height | Association

|
|
|

| Special Features

Number

Steatite bowl
(partially restored)

roughly
elliptical

T

|

2

l I
7.0 |

65L.150
Zone B

|

Sandstone bowl

elliptical

8.57"%9.25""

Burial No.

Two ‘‘knob-handles’’

Steatite bowl
(partially restored)

elliptical

13.57"x14.5""

Burial No.

Three
side

Two flange handles.
| perforations on one
with intervening crack.

10-b

Sandstone bowl

5.75//x7.75'" |
|

Burial No.

Two ‘‘knob-handles’’

Steatite bowl

round,

asymmetrical |

| 4.75"x5.0""

Burial No.

Steatite bowl

Steatite bowl

|
|
T
|
|
i

subrectangular
asymmetrical

elliptical

| subrectangular |

slightly 6.577x9.0"

flat

| 9.577x14.25°¢

Burial No.

Burial No.

[
[
|

| A 347 x2” flange handle l
protrudes 14 from vessel |
wall directly below lip. Ves- |
sel broken on opposite side. |

9-c
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Depth Distribution of
: ARTIFACTS FROM GENERAL EXCAVATIONS
BWArtifacts from general excavations, and not in burial association are shown in the following
fabulation, 1 r depth distribution is shown by zones where that is known. Refuse contained all

t record of any kind. As previously explained no record of depth was kept of

material C
ing from isolated trenches, and Blocks 4 and 5 were not excavated by zones but by

material co

Mook levels, hence, the material from these blocks is designated ‘‘Blocks—no zones.” However,
thiSexcavation y foot levels for Blocks 4 and 5 points to precisely the same distribution in depth
pasithat indicaied for zones:

s —_— —tﬁ:
| 1 | o
‘ | | 2 5} |
| mg| & o
Zor ’ fa ‘ m’ ?fjt\ol s | 3 ":
| & 2 clolaleg 1o
Sl AT Eus e i A N FA| B | B | B26
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BHoes, flaked
, flaked,
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iBowl frag:

? 4| 2 )
2 13 1] 30
1] 8 1 24
1 Reesna 6
,,,,,,, 1l FEREN 3
e 2 ol i 7| 3 11
and chalcedony.__. il 2| 2]8510
-",1 grooved._. a5y 2| 1| 7
e T T R e (R e e e 2 1 3
,,,,,,, | el 1
(SR [ | 1
....... P 1
10 3] 36
9 8/ 59
1] 32T
35 12| 195
26 5| 112
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15/ 6/ 10| 72
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ts 5| = - S
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‘b whor ¢ | By ey )
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on

Hoes,

Sandstor

B Celts, fi:

ston

Figure 11. (a) Stone Artifacts.

1, chalcedon
2. limestone
3, limestone
4, limestone

, limestone

abrader.

celt, flaked.

axe, grooved.
celt ground.

hoe side notched.

(b)

, pbebble pestle.

, grooved sinker.

, shale whetstone or abrader.

, sandstone bowl fragment, knob handle.
6 tubular pipe fragments.
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Artifacts not in Burial Association

Stone

ked—Of a total of 563, all were of limestone except one chert,

iale and one sandstone, see illustration Figure 11-a-2,

ed—Of a total of 463, all were limestone except one of green-
This specimen was found in Zone A.

<ed, side-notched—All 149 were of limestone except four, two
hich were slate and two of shale. Figure 11-a-5 shows a typical

en.

itite and bowl fragments—Steatite howl fragments showed:
Three basal fragments indicating flat bottomed bowls.
Two occurrences of “flange handles.”

Ten fragments with perforations, both conical and biconical.
Six of these perforated fragments were rims.

owls and bowl fragments—Sandstone bowl fragments showed:
Nine occurrences of short knob handles.
One perforated fragment.

ved—Of 18 grooved axes, all were of limestone except two of
ite and three of slate. Three of the axes were fully grooved,
°re 9 grooved, and the remaining seven were broken so that
ent of the groove was not determinable. Combined pecking
rinding were extensively used in shaping the axes. All of the
nowed grinding except two which appeared to have been shaped
king without grinding. Figure 11-a-3 illustrates grooved lime-
Xe.
ind—Only nine were found. All were made of limestone except
eenstone and one schist, See Figure 11-a-4. One schist and
‘eenstone and one greenstone fragment were found in trenches,
unknown. Of limestone celts, there were two in Zone B, one
e E, and two fragments of limestone celts in Zone D.

r':§~01‘ the 24 par gorgets (not including the two shale gorgets
;'1al.a550ciation3), nine were slate, nine shale, three limestone,
teatite and one gneiss, Only one of the gorgets failed to show

rations. Four of the gorgets had incised line decorations. See
e ils

L the six stone bars, four were steatite and two limestone. See
re 11.
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Hammerstones—Two were battered pebbles and one was limestone. Sea
Figure 11-b-1.

Pipes, tubular—There were eleven fragments of these conical tubular pipes
found in the midden, but none in burial association. Three of these
fragments showed incised line decoration as illustrated in Figure
11-b-5, 6. It is to be doubted that these were true pipes in the
sense that they were used primarily for smoking, Probably, they were,
as Willoughby* has called similar artifacts, “Shaman’s Medicine
Tubes.” The pipe shown in Figure 11-b-6 is quite similar to the one
illustrated by Willoughby. Figure 51-b.

Abraders, flint and chalcedony—Five were of flint and five of ch: lcedony,
Six of the ten abraders were roughly spherical in shape, three were
roughly discoidal and one hemispherical. Extensive roughening of the
surface (apparently by battering) and subsequent abrasion of the
roughened surfaces (producing facets) are characteristic of these
abraders.

Weights or sinkers, grooved—Five were made of limestone and {wo were
made from water-worn, sandstone pebbles. Four of the specimens
were fully grooved; one was % grooved: and two were too broken
to determine the extent of the groove on the original intact specimen,
See Figure 13-3.

Pestles, bell-shaped—Two were of limestone and one was made from 2
water-worn pebble.

Hematite, grooved, ground—This specimen shown in Figure 14-5 may
have served as a source of red pigment or as an abrading or polishing
stone.

Gorget (terrapin carapace replica) —This fragment made of hematitic shale
(with very high iron oxide content) is apparently a portion of a once
complete stone object representing a terrapin (or turtle) carapace
The fragment is curved as a carapace. It shows one conical per-
forated, drilled from the inside of the specimen. See Figure 14-1.

Shale pendant, triangular, perforated—This specimen appears to have been
fashioned from the end of a shale bar gorget.

*Willoughby, Charles C., 1935, p. 99.
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Figure 12, (a) Awls of various forms made from split cannon bones

of deer, bird bones, ulna of deer, ulna of small mammals.

(b) Cut antler sections, flakers, drifts, projectile points, cut
deer mandible, bifurcated bone spatula, fishhook frag-
ments.
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|

|

!

|

| beads and 5 columella pendants, and tip of conch sh
; from Burial No. 81.

| Three limestone beads, large excurvate, cylindrical,
E left, from Burial No. 85.

i

i

No. 70.

Bone

Awls of various form are listed in the tabulation of
and some are illustrated in Figure 12-a.

They were the usual pointed section of split long bones.

Splinter bone awls—These are distinguished from split bone aw!
\ they are pointed sections of bone broken by what seems a
wf motion and show no evidence of lengitudinal splitting. They,
|
|

concentrated in Zone D,

Cannon bone awls—Tw
of deer.

3
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Figure 13. Part of string of 927 disc shell beads, 10 cylindri

Conch columella pendant grooved at one end fror

Seven of 11 conch columella pendants from Burial

Split bone awls—There were 195 found, largely concentrated in !

‘ Cylindrical awls and those of elliptical cross-section—These sho 7
work in attempts to smooth the surface., Many of the large specimens
with circular or elliptical Cross-section may have been hairpins.
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na awls—These were only slightly modified by pointing the distal

Eight were found.

fe from bird or small mammal bones—These are made by cutting
one obliquely and sharpening the cut end. Of a total of 15, one
nade from a canine ulna.

mandible sections—Eight of the total of nine were of deer, and

‘as canine. One deer section is shown in Figure 12.

s—Only four were found, but many bifurcated bone splinters

leer ulna spatula, some slotted and some bifurcated, seem to

ate that the manufacture of fishhooks from spatula was a com-

ractice.

Antler

3

e are shown in Figure 12-b.

tler tine flakers and drifts were fairly numerous and of

types, but it is remarkable that only one antler projectile
found—only one antler handle of doubtful quality was
nd no atlatl antler hooks were found.

Shell

| artifacts were not numerous at this site. Some burial
ns are illustrated in Figure 13.

s were of disc form only. Shell pendants made from
lumella were perforated at one end, but also grooved
d for suspension. Only a single shell “oorget” made
| of conch shell was found. It had two perforations.

POTTERY STUDY
By Marion L. Dunlevy

ty-five hundred pottery sherds were recovered from

tesburg Bridge Site. Representative type sherds are
n Figure 26. Material from various blocks has been
- Separately in view of the use of several methods of
separation. An initial analysis by square indicated a

distribution both areally and vertically. Tt will be
m the tabulations of Blocks 1 and 2 that a relatively

uantity of pottery was found in Zone B and only a few

N Zone D. The pottery of this block was preponderantly

'© Ttempered and the abundance of the fabric marked

noteworthy,
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BLOCKS 1 and 2 T L
g)ﬂ & *3: i B]‘{,‘
[l o d o
8 o &4 ered p
Zone Type ) ) E £ é E EE P 1
T ¥ HA SE E@e §f marked.
— o O o - 7. 0T
meemanis s ageRe > 0 ) consiste
B la Wheeler Plain SR 5 1 4 1.20 4 12 lower le
2a O'Neal Plain . ___ 6 6 1.79 e vious st
2f Alexander Pinched . __ . 1 1 .30 i 2.0 '
3a Mulberry Creek Plain 2 14 4.19 T
3b Long Branch Fabric Marked. .. . 48 305 91.32
3c&d Wright Check Stamped .. 2 .60 f
Unclassified Limestone—tempered _. . 2 2 .60 32¢ 96.71
Totalgsiasia oy e sosie e 283 51 334 100.00 334 1000
EDI i 1a IWheeler i Plaln ok Saie et siseaa] 1 345 1 36 el
3a Mulberry Creek Plain __ ______ 4 4 TSIoRREES: = ‘
3b Long Branch Fabric Marked .. 15 8 23 79.31 27 93.10
5a Plain Shell _ P AR s 1 3.45 35 1Las
T OTAL: St e L s S e Lt SR O] 8 20 10000 29 1000 [ i
Motal oTlBIoCK SIS AT oy s eSS 3 0 SR 0 IR S 63 T i
The major portion of the pottery in Block 3 also occurred [
in Zone B. The preponderance of limestone-tempered fabric &
marked pottery is again marked, and the increase in the relative & 3t
percentage of fiber-tempered ware in Zone C is conspicuous. ] e
BLOCK 3 3
) sin 9 H =
o 0 W —
woog a 48 2
Zone Type olds g dEcit -
a9 95 b 0 U8 i
d g S K @B 2F =
Sl O o 02 i
Z% fia F.2 MA 2
ASEoa R O} Neal Pl iy 3 2.86 2
2f Alexander Pinched . 1 95 38l =
SaEMTIhertyalCTee GRP] ATn EEe e ] O 11.43 T : i T
38b Long Branch Fabric Marked . 87 82.85 -3 et
3c&d Wright Check Stamped . L SR D) 191 101 %8
Total FEeia ety w e oA 05 T 000 eS105 . 10000
B TaliWheeler i Platnf Hitiiiisnln oo oo ey oty 6 .32 S U
2b Alexander Incised ________ 2 i o 3 5;
2f Alexander Pinched ... . 1 .05 o
21 Benson Fabric Marked 3 .16 ¢ j R
3a Mulberry Creek Plain . 12 .64 7R :
3b Long Branch Fabric Marked.  _ 1,878 97.97 2]
3c&d Wright Check Stamped 11 54 =
3e Bluff Creek Simple Stamped . 2 11 ‘ 5
3f Pickwick Complicated Stamped 1 .05 ) ‘ 2
Unclassified Limestone—Tempered .. 1 05 1,90 9.5 =T
Total S e s e T O AR 00F 001017« 1000 2 AN
C la Wheeler Plain T s T 71.43 20 18 = ]
2870/ NealSPlainctse = ioain ise mntenn ey 357 1 2
3b Long Branch Fabric Marked . 6 21.43 T O
3c&d Wright Check Stamped . ___ 1 3.57 a0  Eet iy
Tolalpo s ooy s e mas Son o s opeeeranianeress 1000
o -
Total for Block 3 R 21050
B
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locks 4 and 5 yielded a preponderance of limestone-tem-
pered pottery with more than three-fourths of that ware fabric
marked. The relative abundance of sand-tempered types and the
consistent and marked drop in relative percentage in successively
lower levels appears to indicate more certainly than in any pre-

vious studies the chronological position of this ware.

BLOCKS 4 and 5

v s Q g,
op (7} o g
e e e s A
Level Type { e o J. §5
S G Ei' o [: TEH O ﬁf
= S ) ST R
M M F.2 [sTEesy sy T
I 2a O'Neal Plain .. 7 2 9 1.46 %
2b Alexander Incised 5 4 4 .65
2¢c Smithsonia Zone Stamped.......____ 1 2 1 .16
2f Alexander Pinched ___ 1 1 .16
2g Columbus Punctated __ 1 .16
2l Benson Fabric Marked 4 8 12 1.90 28 3.49
3a Mulberry Creek Plaim 50 2 52 8.40
3b Long Branch Fabric Marked..__ 434 87 521 85.00
3 Wright Check Stamped..___ 6 2 8 1.30
de Bluff Creek Simple Stamped 1 2 3 .49
3f Pickwick Complicated Stamped . 1 1 .16
3n Flint River Brushed® it &8 1 1 .16 586 96.51
otal iR 500, 105 614 100.00 614 100.00
2 la Wheeler Plain R U T R 2 2 .43
1 tander Dentate Stamped .. __ 1 1 .21 3 .64
'Neali Platmeeamas v oo 27 30 6.45
2 xander Incised _____ £ 9 9 1.96
2 lithsonia Zone Stamped 1 1 21
2 lumbus Punctated 1 1 2 .43
v,". nSonEabricEMakcedis o e 2 4 6 1.25 48 10.30
¥ 3a Mulberry Creek B3 n e an 19 52 11.16
Jl Mg Branch Fabric Marked a1 60 181 350 75.30
Wright Check Stamped 4 4 8 BT
g€ if Creek Simple Stamped 1 1 21
Unclassified Limestone—Tempered 2 2 .43 413 88.85
7 Plain Shell 1 1 21 1 .21
B ‘fﬁal ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 219 246 465 100.00 465 100.00
3150 Neal Plain ______ 5 5 21.60
Alexander Incised 1 1 4.35
= CeHEonHabricEVaTk eqa S 1 4.35 7 30.30
da  Mulberry Creek Plain PR e 2 2 8.70
geE Branch Fabrie Marked ... 13 1 14 61.00 16 69.70
oAl T 9 23 100.00 23 100.00
¥ 2 Alexander Pricheq RG] 1 25.00
& TSN Ab T GE Map]ce qiuii e o = e i 2 50.00 3 75.00
20 Long Branch Fabric Marked ___ 1 : 1 25.00 1 25.00
- Togeae S R e W 4 4 100.00 4 100.00
ER for Blocks 4 and 5____ . 746 364 1,106 1,106
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—

The sand-tempered amounts to 3.49 per cent of the pottery
in the 1’ level, 10.30 per cent in the 2’ level, 30.30 per cen, in the
3’ level and 75.00 per cent in the 4" level. The number of sheygs
is small, particularly in the 4’ level, but the consistent and marke(
increase seems conclusive. On the basis of relative preponder.
ance of the limestone-tempered ware and the statistical expec-
tation of its occurrence, the percentage of sand in the lowe
levels is even more remarkable.

The site summary tabulation includes material from the fiye
blocks, the trenches surrounding them and refuse. Viewing the
pottery as a whole it may be noted that shell-tempered Jottery
is virtually absent (only 3 sherds of this were ever found). The
pottery is preponderantly limestone-tempered and fabric mark
ing is the characteristic surface finish. It is also evident that
fabric marking of the same plain plaited fabric type is the most
common decoration on the sand-tempered ware. Stra igraphy
of types is not apparent but the number of sherds of ny one
type except the fabric marked is so small that the exn ctaney
of occurrence in the few sherds of the earlier levels is low. The
early popularity of the sand-tempered ware with a relative de-
crease in later levels and a corresponding increase in the lime
stone-tempered ware is evident.

SITE SUMMARY

o
2 o
~ T +~ O
Type bl gegidia
g o o F g
S o > 5
Z 3 [V E
la Wheeler Plain A R e e e R 1.29
lc Alexander Dentate Stamped_. 1 .02 =
le=PickwickiSimplel Stamped = e T 1 .02 6 _,1,
288 0/NealiPlaina e et e s e o e e 146 3.25
2bEAleXanderIncised it an s e 23 .01
2c Smithsonia Zone Stamped 4 .09
2f Alexander Pinched . 15 .33
2g Columbus Punctated Do R e SR T 3 .07
21 Benson Fabric Marked H754 1.20
ZofiSautys CheckHiStamped st e .09 2 i
20 Saut ck o
3a Mulberry Creek Plain... ... o 5.29
3b Long Branch Fabric Marked 86.34
3c&d Wright Check Stamped . B 1.02
de Bluff Creek Simple Stamped 15
3f Pickwick Complicated Stamped .04
3g Sauty Incised ... _ e Sy .02
3h Flint River Cord Marked. . .02
dn "Flint River  Brushed.. ' = == & .07 S
Unclassified Limestone . 7 11 4,1¢ 91:
SazPlain (SHEN R e s e s 07 :
T Mmtal e o —— o 100
LTotalor Sitdieays = v s e e e doing 10000 4499 W04
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;1111r3h);?esg3’ 23., 25, 26 ‘and 52 were abundant and dominant
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Archa’ic = c e.d then'- maximum and became obsolete within
el p;n_od. tht Types 6, 8, 16, 17, and 22 were domi- !
e rchaic 3 perlosi but continued on to Pottery 2 period
e ey reached their maximum along with Flint Type 44.

ypes 7, 13, 18, 27 and 58 became important in Pottery 1

that used for studying the flint types of the
See Webb and DeJarnette, 1942, pages 8-9.
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Flint Study

Exclusive of burial associations, a total of 4,280 flint arti.
facts were taken from this excavation. They were classified
by the type system set up for Guntersville Basin. The results
of this classification are shown in the following tabulation whic
shows depth distribution by zones. In this tabulation there has
been added in a parallel column the number designation for the
same type in the Pickwick Basin classification.

In Figure 14 are shown some of the important type forms
with their Pickwick Basin designations.

FLINT SUMMARY BY ZONES

(Excluding Burial Associations)

o =0
g0 bt
Guntersville Zone = 5 o ¢ %2
T e TR T e T o e e R i L 7 G S0 13 © o —~ o H o~
Type A B C D D&E E ZN B o n A
A 38 5T ER 22 22 190 178 163 92 B
B 21 1 65 2 4 17 39 25 80 3
Cab 5 4 2 5 8 24
B 1 3 3 2 10 4
G . 2 1 4 [l 2
Lo 17 8 122 9 15 35 64 76 360 16
T 6 2 49 4 1 3 25 23 114 8
Soats 1 1 24 3 3 3 9 7 52 11
K 2 4 1 2 2 1 12 4
1L 19 7 80 1 ihil 17 34 S8 2218 5%
Wi 5 2 4 4 6 21 %
NG 3 1 19 2 1 8 14 12 64 1
(o) 10 4 30 3 4 13 10 (I
P 11 2 29 2 3 12 16 2 99 X
12 9 53 8 4 4 17 34 13¢ X
Q 9 30 1 21 1= 99 9
R 1 1 3 1 28 S0
S 1 5 3 5 16 L
Tl e R 3 1 4 8 2
Scrapers (end) . 1 1 3 5
Drills (winged)__ 1 4 3 1 4 3 il 17
Spalls (including
Nodules, etc.) = g 27 45 155 20 4 232 126 142 739
Broken
Unclassified 33 74 22 185 10 16 215 155 165 875
Uncl. unfin, _____ 13 3 10 30 4 2 33 33 29 157
LOTAT, iy 13¢ 264 122 1,216 87 96 812 768 781 4,280

¥
¥
g
v
3
b |
$

reveals
This is
represe
much 1
have b
larly si
of pot
potter
account
comple:
comples:
sandst
festatio
Grave
intrude
helong.
Archaj
bowl {
An insp
indicate
in use
from 7
period ¢
in the ;
This w
the peo
of flin
period

that A
it did oc
thl(i\ anc

it indicat

The
in Zones
are quite

13

would se¢




THE WHITESBURG BRIDGE SITE 43

CONCLUSION

An inspection of the distributions tabulations of artifacts
reveals how the cultural material was concentrated in Zone D,
This is in part due to the fact that this zone was thicker and
represented about one-half of the total midden. However, it has
much more than half the total artifacts. Zone E also seems to
have been relatively rich in cultural material. This is particu-
larly significant when considered in the light of the distribution
of pot sherds shown in the preceding tables. Zone E contains no
pottery and Zone D so small an amount that it can properly be

accounted for by intrusion from Zones B and C. The cultural
complex, therefore, of Zones D and E is clearly a non-pottery
complex. Due to the outstanding occurrence of steatite and
sandstone vessels in Zone D, this Zone presents a typical mani-
festation of shell mound occupancy in the Archaic 3 period.

Graves containing stone vessels in association are sometimes
intruded to depths lower than the cultural level to which they
belong. Tt is, therefore, desirable to consider the beginning of
Archaic 3 as indicated by the presence of steatite and sandstone

bowl fragments rather than by the bowls in burial association.
An inspection of the depth distribution of broken bowl fragments
indicates that Zone E was laid down before stone bowls were

n use. Only one sandstone fragment is definitely reported
from Zone E. Flint types 3 and 23 which are found in Archaic 2
period occur in Zone E, but there is no suggestion of a shop site
in the midden or any evidence of concentrated working of flint.

This would seem to indicate that when Zone E was laid down,
th“ 'ble had no steatite, but were well advanced in the use
of flint and were, therefore, in the later part of the Archaic 2

period

nspection of the pottery distribution by zones shows

Fhat' While fiber tempered pottery was not plentiful at this site,
1; dl}f* JtCur as a dominant form in Zone C. This zone was not
t IC { dll

el d did not cover the whole area of occupancy, but clearly
1t indicateg oCCupancy in Pottery 1 period.

The presence of large concentration of limestone pottery
and B, while many of the artifacts in these zones
milar to those in the non-pottery zones, D and E,
eem to suggest continuous occupancy by a single people

In Zones A
are quite gj
Would
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in Pottery 2 period who took on the manufacture of or
pered pottery and continued to use many of the same t3

artifacts in bone and stone as in the Archaic 3 period.
the Pottery 2 period, occupancy seems to have completely
This site is remarkable in the fact that so little shell-te

pottery was found there. Only two sherds with shell ten

were found in the whole excavation, and not a single buria
could be assigned to the Pottery 3 period.

This clearly means that in Pottery 3 times, very few
of the so-called Middle Mississippi people or as designatec
Pickwick Basin, the Koger Island people, ever came on t]
and none used this shell midden for a cemetery.
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