SUITE 600
8|5 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006

December 6, 1977

Miss e Tis Pruett
713 West Mahan Street
Clute, Texas 77531

Dear Mr. Pruett:

I have just returned to my office to find your letter
regarding John W. McCormack, former Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

I had very slight acquaintance with Mr. McCormack,
having served in the House only briefly and as a freshman.
He was, of course, a very strong leader of the House, with
positive attitudes toward most of the national and inter-
national issues of the day.

One incident that strikes in my memory was that he
felt so strongly about Nikita Khrushchev that when Khrushchev
visited this country in 1959, I was told that the Speaker
refused to allow a Joint Session of Congress. It had been
customary prior to that time that Heads of State officially
visiting the United States were usually received in a Joint
Session. As a result of that action, the Committee on
Foreign Relations, of which I was Chairman, was requested
to receive Chairman Khrushchev, which was done. This
resulted in a most lively and interesting meeting between
Mr. Khrushchev and some 25 or 30 members of the Senate.

Speaker McCormack was very close to President Johnson
and always supported him in his international policies.

With best wishes,

Sincerely

%WZ«% -




THE MIMIC

Dan Garcia, a Cotulla businessman and former student of Lyndon Johnson's third-grade
classroom told the following story, years later:

In the mornings, Mr. Johnson would hurriedly walk into the classroom, arms

swinging with each step. Before class, his thirty-two students would start
the day with a song which their teacher had taught them, This was a theme

song used for their opening number by Billy Jones and Ernie Hare, a vaude-
ville team of the late 1920's. The song, changed to fit the occassion went
way:

""How do you do, Mr. Johnson,
How do you do?

How do you do, Mr, Johnson,
How are you?

We'll do it if we can,
We'll stand by you to a man.
How do you do, Mr., Johnson,
How are you?"

Three students, one being young Danny Garcia, came to the front of the room on
one particular morning, after their teacher had quickly strode out of the room,
arms swinging as usual, to take care of other business pertaining to his pro-
fessional duties. These three students pranced around the room mimicking

their teacher by swinging their arms in exaggerated motions. The other twenty-
nine children roared with laughter at their antics. Suddenly the laughter
ceased, Two of the imitators rushed rapidly to their seats. Danny, oblivious
to the "storm clouds'" that had gathered, continued his performance. When
Danny looked up, there stood an unwelcomed additon to his audience, a very
unimpressed Mr. Lyndon Johnson, with furrowed brow and penetrating eyes.

As Mr. Garcia recounted, "I thought I was going to be lectured as he led me to
his office by the hand. This wasn't the case as I soon found out. Without

a warning, he turned me over his knee and thoroughly administered about a dozen
good licks on my behind, with that big hand which had so recently held mine as
we came to the office.,'

He loved his students and would do anything for them, always offering encourgement
and assistance, but demanding the respect due his position as their teacher.

He never forgot '"his students' and their needs. Many years later; as the 36th
President of the United States, he corresponded with a number of them, thanking
them for their help, in his humble beginning. On March 22, 1965, in a letter
to Mr, Daniel C. Garcia, the young imitator, of some thirty-odd years earlier,
he stated:

"As you well know, what I learned from you and the other members of your
class has been a constant source of inspiration to me."

Qautid (2,
Daniel C. Garc.id




THE WHITE IHOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 22, 1965

Dear Dan:

Thank you for your wire following my March 15
address. :

As you well know, what I learned from you and
the other members of your class has been a con-
stant source of inspiration to me. I'm glad that
you approve of our latest effort in the struggle
for equal opportunity for all our citizens.

Sincerely,

Mr. Daniel C. Garcia

Cotulla, Texas
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