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INTRODUCTORY.

Tne following paper is based almost entirely upon my for-
mer list of the birds of this locality,* written in January, 1883.
and is prepared at the suggestion of Professor Procter, State
(Geologist, to accompany Mr Linny’'s report on the geology of
Nelson county.

So short a time has elapsed since the former paper was writ-
ten, and my opportunities for field work have been so limited,
that I can only add four species to the fauna as herotofore
given, namely: Colurniculus henslowi, Ionornis martinica,
Nettion carolinensis, and Fuligula collaris. The first, third
and fourth of these were all taken by myself, and the circum-
stances which induce me to include the latter are fully set forth
in another place.

Most of the observations were made in the immediate vicin-
ity of Bardstown, which is situated in N. Lat. 37°52, W. Long.
85°18/, just on the western limit of the ‘‘ Bluegrass Region,™
forty miles southeast of Louisville, and about one hundred
southwest of Cincinnati.

The sylvan flora of this locality is quite diversified. The

® A list of the birds of Bardstown, Nelson county, Ky. By Charles Wickliffe Beckbam.—Jour-
nal of the Cincinnati Society of Natural History, Yol. V1., July, 1583, pp. 136-147.
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most characteristic trees are beech, red and white oak, black
walnut, butternut, poplar, (Liriodendron tulipifera), sycamore,
black gum, dogwood, white elm, and hickory (Carya alba, to-
mentosa et glabra), and in some places there are dense and ex-
tensive glades of red cedar.

The country is gently undulating, and is mostly in a high
state of cultivation. In summer the greater part of the small
water courses become dry, and there is a corresponding scarciiy
of that desirable liquid. In the western part of the county
there are still many large tracts of wild, uncultivated land,
where such birds as the Pileated Woodpecker, the Ruffed
Grouse, and the Wild Turkey are still to be found.

The list represents barely two-thirds of the birds that are,
doubtless, to be found here at one season or another, but it is
thoroughly trustworthy, as far as it goes, for no species has been
admitted on any but the best of evidence. Out of the one hundred
and seventy-one enumerated, the writer is personally responsible
for all but eight of them. He here takes the opportunity to say
that any information in regard to the birds of this and neigh-
boring counties, that may be in the possession of any one into
whose hands this paper may fall, will be gratefully received.

The nomenclature followed in this catalogue may strike some
as being rather peculiar—which it doubless is—but I am merely
adopting the emendations and corrections that are being carried
out under the authority of the American Ornithologists’ Union,
principally by Dr. Leonhard Stejneger, whose intimate acquaint-
ance with the classical literature of ornithology fit him particu-
larly well for this difficult task. The reasons for all of these
changes are clearly set forth in his ‘‘Analecta Ornithologica
articles, already published and to be published in “7The Auk.”

The average ornithologist loves diversity in the closet as well
as in the field—when he can’t find a new bird to describe, he
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will go to work and give a new name to an old bird—and for
most of them—

#——the new has charms which the old has not,
And the stranger's face makes the friend’s forgot.”

But let us hope that, with the ‘‘Stricklandian Code’' as a
beacon-light, our nomenclatural pilots will be enabled to steer
the name-battered old bird-ship into a safe and final port before
she is engulfed by the sea of synonyms that just now surges
around her.
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Species known to breed here are indicated by an asterisk (*); those strongly

inferred to do so, by a dagger (1).

Order PASSERES : Perching Birds.
Suborder OSCINES : Singing Birds.
Family TURDIDZA: Thrushes.
Genus Hylocichla.

*Hylocichla mustelina (GMEL.). Wood Thrush.

A common summer resident; arrives about April 20th ;
departs about October 15th. In quality of tone perhaps
the most gifted of our woodland vocalists. The song of
no bird that I know comes anywhere near the full, liquid
timbre of the note of the wood thrush. Tt is mest often
heard during the last hours of the long spring and early
summer afternoons ; and he also, when in pursuit of the
“early worm,”’ doubtless serenades the rising sun, but I
have never heard him at that unseasonable hour. The
song, however, lacks one important elepent of attractive-
ness—that is, quantity. The bird generally stops sing-
ing just as you prepare to give him your undivided atten-
tion.  Their food is composed almost entirely of insects.
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&. Hylocichla fuscescens (STEPH.). Wilson’s Thrush.
Transient; uncommon in April and May. 1 have only
seen this bird vpon twe cecasions in the spring, and have
never recognized it at sll in tho fall. It breeds in the
northerr. pait of she Uniced States and in Canada.

3. Hylecickla alicim Barwp. Grey-cheeked Thrush.
Transient ; common during the last week of April and
the first week of May. Generally found in company with
the next, which it much resembles, as I have taken speci-
mens that gave me considerable trouble to distinguish

from the other sort.

4. Bylocichla ustulata swainsoni (CABAN.). Olive-backed
Thrush.

Transient. The most abundant of the thrushes during
the migrations, except the robin. A few stragglers are
seen as late as May 20th.

b. Hylocichla unalasea pallasi (CABAN.). Hermit Thrush.
Transient; common; arrives last of March; leaves for
the South about November 1st. It is highly probable
that a few of these thrushes winter here in sheltered
places, as I have found them common at the same latitude
in Maryland, where the temperature was as low as 6° Fah.,
and they are known to winter north of here in Illinois.

(Genus Merula.

6. *Merula migratoria (LINN). American Robin.
A permanent resident. It is quite likely that the Robins
we see during winter leave in the spring, and are suc-
ceeded by birds that have wintered farther South. On
the 15th of February, 1881, immense numbers of these
began to congregate in the dense cedar groves near Fred-
1icksburg, in Washington county, nine miles from Bards-
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town, and remained about there until March 8th. Thous-
ands of them were captured by merely picking them off
the branches of the cedars at night, and were sold as low
as ten cents a dozen. The ‘“‘roost™ was raided in force,
by a lot of men and boys, on the night of February 21st,
and eight thousand birds were killed. [See files of Nel-
son County Record for February and March, 1881.

Genus Mimus.

1. *Mimus polyglottus (LINN.). Mocking-bird.

A common summer resident. A few remain all the year,
as 1 have observed them in every one of the twelve
months. Ten years ago they were comparatively rare
here, but now there are few gardens or yards where one
or more pairs do not nest. They often sing quite late in
the fall. I heard one in full song on the 8th of Novem-
ber.

Genus Galeoscoptes.

8. *Galsoscoptes carolinensis (1aNN.). Cat-bird.
A common summer resident. An inveterate bug-hunter,
hence a good friend to the farmer, but he also enjoys
strawberry and cherry time about as well as the rest of
us, and on this account the small fruit grower regards

him with an evil eye.

Genus Harporhynchus,

9. *Harporhynchus rufus (LINN.). Brown Thrasher. “French
Mocking-bird.”
Common summer resident. Always one of the earliest

of the spring arrivals. In 1881 I saw one on March 3rd.
Found almost exclusively in thickets and dense shrub-

bery.



