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MAJORITY REPORT.

Wasnivaron, February 28, 1861.
To His Frecllency, Beriah Magoffin, Governor of Kentucky:

The undersigned, Commissioners appointed by a resolution of the
General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, to meet such
Commissioners as might be uppninted by the several States in accord-
ance with the request of the State of Virginia, to confer together
upon the present condition of our country, 1(--pcctf'ully report.

That they assembled in the city of Washington on the 4th inst.,
twenty-one States being represented, and continued in session until th(,
27th inst., and finally agreed on the inclosed printed propositions as a
basis of seitlement and pauﬁc‘mon The journal of our proceedings,
as soon as completed and printed, will be transmitted as part of this
report.

Respectfully,
JAMES GUTHRIE,
C. 8. 'WIORL‘IHJAD
JOSHUA F. IL,
Gyl WICI\LHTI‘.

P. S.—It is proper to remark, that before this report was written
and signed. two of the Commissioners, Hon. J. B. Clay and Gen.
Butler, had left the city.

REPORT OF COMMITTER.—ARTICLE 13.

Srecriex 1. In ail the present territory of the United States, not
embraced within the limits of the Cherokee treaty grant, north of a
line from ecast to west on the parallel of 36 degrees 30 minutes north
latitude, involuntary servitude, except in punishment of ¢rime, is prohib-
ited whilst it shall be under a Tewritorial government; and in all the
present territory south of said line, the status of perzons owing service
or labor as it now exists shall not be changed by law while such terri-
tory shall be under a Territorial government; and neither Congress nor
the Territorial government shall_ have power to hinder or picwnt the
taking to said territory of persons held to labor or involuntary service,
thm the United States, accordi ng to the laws or usages of the State
from which such persons may be taken, nor to impair the rights arising
out of said relations, which shall be subject to judicial cognizance in
the federal courts, according to the common law; and when any terri-
tory north or south of said lm(‘ within such boundary as (Jonn'mw may
prescribe, shall contain a popu!atmn required for a member of Con-
gress, according to the then federal ratio of represertation, it shall. if
its foun of government be republican, be admiited into thé Unkop on

-
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an equal footing with the original States, with or without involuntary
service or labor, as the constitution of such new State may provide.

Secriox 2. Territory shall not be acquired by the United States,
unless by treaty; nor, except for naval and commercial stations and
depots, unless sach treaty shall be ratified by four fifths of all the
members of the Senate.

Seerion 3. Neither the Constitation, nor any amendment thereof,
shall be construed to give Congress power to regulate, aholish, or con-
trol, within any State or Territory of the United States, the relation
established or recognized by the laws thereof touching persons boand
to labor or involuntary service thercin, nor to interfere with or abolish
involuntary service in the District of Columbia without the consent of
Maryland and without the consent of the owners, or making the own-
ers who do not consent just compensation; nor the pewer to interfere
with or prolibit representatives and others from bringing with them to
the city of Washington, retaining and taking away, persons =0 bound
to labor; nor the power to interfere with or abolizh involuntary ser-
vice in places under the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States
within those States and Territories where the same iz established or
recognized ; nor the power to prohibit the removal or transportation,
by land, sea, or river, of persons held to labor or involuntary service
in any State or Territory of the United States to any other. State or
Territory thereof where it is established or recognized by law or usage,
and the right during transportation of touching at ports, shores, and
landings, and of landing in case of distress, shall exist. Nor shall
Congress have power to authorize any higher rate of taxation on per-
sons bound to labor than on land.

Secrion 4. The third paragraph of the second section of the fourth
article of the Constitution shall not be construed to prevent any of the
States, by appropriate legislation, and through the action of their judi-
cial and ministerial officers, from enforcing the delivery of fugitives
from labor to the person to whom such service or labor is due.

Secrion 5. The foreign slave trade and the importation of slaves
into the United States and their Territories, from places beyond the
present limits thereof, are forever prohibited.

Secrox 6. The first, third, and fifth sections, together with this sec-
tion six of these amendments, and the third paragraph of the second
section of the first article of the Constitution, and the third paragraph
of the second section of the fourth article thereof, shall not be amend-
ed or abolished without the consent of all the States.

Secrion 7. Congress shall provide by law that the United States
shall pay to the owner the full value of his fugitive from labor, in all
cases where the marshal, or other officer, whose duty it was to arrest
such fugitive, was prevented from so doing by violence or intimidation
from mobs or riotous assemblages, or when, after arrest, such fugitive
was rescued by force, and the owner thereby prevented and obstructed
in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of such fugitive.
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Fraxxrorr, March 20th, 1861.
To His Fivedloncy, B. M Acorriy, Gavernor of Kentucky :

The undersigned, having made a hrief report to you as Commissioners
from the State of Kentucky, to the Convention of States assembled
at Washington City, on the 4th of Febraary last, on the invitation of
the State of Vieginia, and not having it in their power at that time
to transmit o journal of theip proceedings, beg leave now to do so.
It came to hand to-day, and we avail ourselves of the earliest moment
to submit it to your Fxcelleney, and thre ugh you to the Legislature.

From this document it will be perceived that the Crittenden propo-
sitions, as modified by the suggestions of Virginia, were offered and
failed to be passed. The original propositicns of Me. Crittenden were
afterwards oifered and likewize failed. In Loth instances Kentucky
voted as an unit in favor of the propositions,  These having failed, the
propositions herctofore transmiitod to yeu were passed, and it may not
be improver to give rome explanations of the sections adopted.

The resolutions of Vi rginin suggested the amendments of the Con-
stitution proposed by Mr. Crittenden, with additions proposed by that
State, as the hasis of the action of the Conference of States in theip
cllorts to adopt some plan to restore harmony to a divided country and
to preserve the Union. It will be proper here to state what were the
leading provisions of Mp. Crittenden’s proposed amendinent, and also
to state the amendment of the Constitution proposed by the Conven-
tion of States.

Upon the tervitorial question, the amendment of My, Crittenden pro-
vides, that «in all the territory now or hereafior to be acquired north
of latitude 26 dog. 29 min., slavery or involuntary servitude, except as
2 punishment for erime, js prohibited ; while in all tevritory south of
that line slavery is hereby recognized as existing, and shall not be in-
terfered with by Congress, but shall be protected as propeity by all the
departments of” the territorial sovernment during ivs continuance ; all
the territory north or south of said line, within such boundaries as
Congress may prescribe, when it contains a population necessary for a
member of Congress, with a Republican formn of goverment, shall be
admitted into the Union on an equality with the original States, with
or without slavery, as the Constitution of the State shall prescribe.”

The corresponding section of the amendinent proposed by the Con-
ference of the States upon the same subject is as follows : In all the
present terrvitory of the United States, north of the parallel of 36 deg.
30 min. north latitude, involuntary servitude, except as punishment of
crimes, shall he prohibited. 1In all the present territories south of that
line, the status of persons held to involuntary servitude or labor, as it
now exists, shall not be changed ; nor shall any law be passed by
Congress or the territorial legislature to hinder or prevent the taking
of such persons in the States of this Union to said territory, nor im-
pair any rights arising from said relation; but the same shall be
subject to the judicial cognizance of the Federal courts, according to
the course of the common law ;” the latter clause of which provides
for the admission into the Union, in such convenient territory as Con-
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gress may provide,States with or witheoat slavery, as their Constitution
may provide, when the population shall be equal to the ratio of
representation in Congress, shall he adinitted into the Union. The
only substantial difference hetween the two sections, that of DMy,
Crittenden and the Convention of States, is, that the scction of the
Conference does not provide for a division of fature acquired territory.
This provision was objected to by many of the States represented,
because they believed the present boundaries and territory of the
United States were large enough 5 they did not wish to place in the
Constitution a section which presented to the world that we were pre-
paring our Government with power to make aggressions upon the
territory of our neighbors.

Tt wax believed that to insist upoen thiz proposition, which may never
be called into action, would prevent the harmonious cettlement of the
difficultios now existing between the th7o seetions of the United Ntatos.
We Dbelieve it would be regretted Ly every pateiot if any honest

and peaceful settlement of our present dificalties should he prevented,
by insisting apon a provision diviling tervitery that the United States

did not own, and may never acqiive.  With this exception, thie nrap-
csition to divide the territory is the sae in the amendmend proposed
by the Convention and by My, Crittenden’s proposition. Beve is a
difference of language, in some respects, between the two sections,
but they both mean the same thinz; that is, Afvican slavery., The

5
resolution of Mr. Crittenden declares that slavery or inveluntary servi-
4

tude shall not exist north of 26 deg. 80 win, while in all the -:"L':'it()z'y-‘
south of that line, ¢ slavery is herehy recognized as existing.”

The section of the Conference employs the language of the present
Constitution, the same language as is u=cd in the ovdinance of 1787 to
express the same idea, which does mean, and has been held by the leg-
islative, judicial, and executive departments of the Government to
mean, African slavery and property in the same. The Representatives
from the free States preferred the language employed in the Constitu-
tion, to which we could see no just objection ; nor can there be any
valid objection to the language employed in this section of the amend-
ment.

The expressions used in Mr. Crittenden’s section, “that slavery is
hereby recognized as existing south of that line,” was objected to by
some, as it might be construed it meant to establish slavery in the ter-
ritory by a constitutional provizion. To obviate all difliculty, and
remove all excuse for voting against this section of the Conference by
those who manifested a desire to co-operate with the Southern States,
the original proposition was amended in its language, and the scction
ma le to read, ¢ that the séafns of persons held to involuntary service or
labor, as it now exists, shall not e changed by any law of Congress
or the territory.”

It may be well here to state what iz the status of persons held to
involuntary service or labor in all the territory of the United States
south of 86 deg. 30 min. By the Inw of New Mexico, which covers
the whole of the territory south of that line, African slavery exizts by
territorial enactment, protected by the Constitution of the United Htates.
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The laws of the Territory proteet the right of the owner; provide
remedies, civil and criminal, for injuries or violation of such right, as
completely and as effectually as it is protected in the State of Ken-
tucky. This right, as it now exists, and the right to take slaves into
that territory, shall not be impaired or changed by Congress, or the
laws of the territory. If, after the adoption of this clause as a part
of the Constitution, the territorial legislature should repeal its laws, or
there should be a change of the decision in the Dred Scott case, the
right and interest of the master in his slave would not and could not
be impaired.

It was thought by some that a territorial legislature might repeal
the statutes furnishing the remedics now existing for the richts and
protection of the owners of slaves, under the idea that it would not be
a violation of the right or interest of the owner. The provision was
added that the same——that is, the right in and to the slave, and {or in-
Juries—should be subject to the official cognizance of the Federal Courts,
according to the course of the comumon law. It was Believed that
all intelligent minds, nay, any person of ordinary capacity, would
comprehend the true meaning of this porticn of the section. By -ome
who are opposed to all adjustment of our present national diffiiculties,
the meaning of this clause has been perverted. It is charged that the
South has only secured to her such interest in African slavery as the
common law recognizes; and as the common law does not recognize
slavery in man, the provision is uscless. Suel objections do not dis-
criminate between right ard remnedy.  Slavery, as it now exists Ly Law
in New Mexico, is recognized, and 'is not fo he tmpaired by law ; and
if the right be interfered with by others, if the territorial law hias not
furnished a remedy, the injured owuer is remitted to that common law
which provides an adequate remedy for every wrong committed upon
person or property.

To charge that the section refers the master to the common law as
giving or establishing his right to a slave, is an _imputdtion upon the
intelligence of the members of the Convention North and South, who
voted for it. Take the clause as it stands, and the statute of New
Mexico: if the clause were adopted as part of the Constitution, then we
aver no owner of a slave in Kentucky is vested with a better right, or
armed with a better remedy for the protection of that right and the
redress of the injury committed upon his slave. The provision is bet-
ter, it is more permanent for the protection of slave property in a
territory, than the simple constitutional injunction, “ that it shall be
protected as property by all the departiments of the territorial govern-
ment.”

The second scction of the amendment proposed by the Conference
is in these words: “No territory shall be acquired by the United
States, except by discovery, and for naval and commercial stations,
depots, and transit routes, without the concurrence of a majority of all
the Senators, from the States which allow involuntary servitude, and
from a majority of the Senators of the States which prohibit the
relation. Nor shall territory be acquired by treaty, unless the votes of
t e majority of the Senators from ecach of the States hereinbetore

¥
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nentioned be cast as a part of the two thirds majority necessary for
th(, ratification of such treaty.”

This section was proposed and insisted upen by Virginia, and was
inteuded to qualify the treaty-making power of the United States, so
as to secure each section against any improper annexation of terr itory ;
and if such majority be ol)tamf‘d 1t will be upon an agreement for a
fair division between the two ‘n(?fith)llb‘ for settlement and occupation,

The third scction of the article agreed to by the Convention is as
follows :

“ Neither the Constitution, nor any amendment thereof, shall be
construed to give Congress the power to regulate. abolish, or control,
within any State or ivrlltmy of the United States, the relation estab-
lished and recognized by the laws thercof touching persons held to
labor or involuntary service therein, nor to intr_‘-.zh‘m with or abolish
involuntary service in the District of Columbia, without the consent
of Maryl and, or without the conscnt of the owners, or making the
owncers who do not consent, just compensation ; nor the power to inter-
fere with or prohibit Representatives or others from hringing with
them to the District of Columbia, retaining and taking away, persons
so held to laber or & sivice ; nor the power to 'intf‘i'ﬂ-'rt" with or abolish
involuntary service in pla.cm under the exclusive jurizdiction of the
United States, within those States and Territories where the same is
established or recognized, nor the power to prohibit the removal or
transportation of persons held to labor or involuntary service in any
State or Territory of the United States, to any other State or Territory
thereof, where it is established or recognized hy law or usage; and the
vight during the transportation, by sea or river, of tonching at ports,
shores, la vndmg‘:, and landing in case of m._tm._,: Jmll exist; but not
the right of transit in or through any State or Territory for sale or
traffic against the laws thereof; nor shall Congress have power to

authorize any higher rate of taxation on persons held to labor or ser-
vice, than lands. The bringing into the District of Columbia persons
held to labor or service for sale, or placing them in depots, to he after-
wards transferred to other'places for sale as merchandise, is prohibited.”

This section embraces all of the 2d, 3d, and 4th sections of Mr.
Crittenden’s amendment, except the latter clause, which proposed to
guarantee the right to take slaves through States where slavery does
not exist. 'The amendment of the Convention does not embrace this
clause ; and the right to do so is left where it has always rested, to the
comity of each State. Some of the States where slavery exists,
have, by statutes, prohibited the passage or importation of slaves as
merchandise, in or through their territory. They have prohibited the
importation of slaves by their own citizens, for their own use, from
other States. It was deemed that such a provision would be an inva-
sion upon the rights of the States, and, therefore, the amendment of
the Convention left that question where it has rested ever since the
Constitution was adopted. The right thus to transport any slaves
through any State is not embraced by the amendment. This exception
applies to all the States, slave as well as free. The 4th section is as

follows :
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*“ The 3d paragraph of the 2d section of the 4th article of the Con-
stitution shall not be construed to prevent any of the States, by
appropriate legislation, and through the action of judicial and minis-
terial officers, from inforcing the delivery of tugitives from labor to
persons to whom such labor is due.”

It Las been decided by the Supreme Court that any law of a State
which provided means and furnished aid to the re-capture and return
of fugitive slaves, was unconstitutional; this section permits States to
pass such laws. The 5th section is as follows:

“ The forcign slave trade is hereby forever prohibited, and it shall
be the duty of Congress to pass laws to prevent the importation of
slaves, coolies, or persons held to service or labor, into the United
States and territovies, from places beyond the limits thereof.”

This section ought not 'to require any cxplanation; no one can
chject to it except such as may dezire the re-opening of the African
slave trade.  We have heard it suggested by some who seem to favor
the independence of the seceded States, that upon their becoming
independent and alien States, this clanse would prohibit the importa-
tion of such slaves from these scceded States into the United States.
This should be so, else the United States might have their territory
flooded by the African race, whenever the Southern Confederacy shalil
open the African slave trade.

The 6th section prohibits the repeal of any of the guarantees in the
Constitution, or in this amendment, in relation to slave property, with-
out the consent of all the States,

The 7th section is as follows: Congress shall provide by law that
the United States shall pay the owner full value for a fugitive from
labor, in all cases where the marshal or other officer, whose duty it
was to arrest such fugitive, was prevented from =o doing by violence,
or intimidation, from mobs or riotous assemblages, or when, afier
arvest, such fugitive was rescued by like violence or intimidation, and
the owner thereby deprived of the same; and the acceptance of such
payment shall preclude the owner from further claim to such fugitive.
Congress shall provide by law for securing to citizens of each State
the privileges and immunities of citizens in the several States.

This article is substantially the same as Mr. Crittenden’s amend-
ment. It makes it the duty of Congress to pay the owner the value of
the slave, where the marshal shall be prevented by force or intimida-
tion from executing the law, and where the slave shall be wrested from
the owner after he is delivered. It was not necessary to provide in
this section that Congress should provide by law how the United States
may be indemnified for such payment. Under this clause, and the
section of the Constitution upon the subject of fugitives from labor,
the power to pass such laws for the indemnity of the United States
against such wrong-doers is plenary and full.

The second section of article of the Constitution of the United
States now reads: “ The citizens of each State shall enjoy the privi-
leges and immunities of the citizens of the several States.” It gave
Congress no right to legislate upon the subject; it operates as a pro-
hibition to each State from discriminating against the citizens of other

2
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States, and would make void all such legislation. The clause added
to the 7th section of this article, that Congress shall provide by law
for securing to the citizens of each State the privileges and Immunities
of citizens in the several States, cannot do more than to make such
dizeriminating laws void, and is therefore harmless,

The section of Mr. Crittenden’s amendment giving power to Congress
to acquire territory in Africa, or South America, for the colonization
of {ree negroes, was not acceptable to the majority of the States.
They seem to prefer to leave that question to the Colonization Society,
as a subject better and cheaper managed than it would be under the
Government of the United States. It is proper to state, that upon the
15t section of the amendment, the vote of the Commissioners of Ken-
tucky was not unanimous, nor was it always so upon questions of
amendments ; but we claim for ourzelves what we cheerfully accord
to others, an honest and sincere purpose that some measure would be
adopted that would give confidence, quict, and security to the South ;
and we regret, that owing to the excited partizan state and condition
cf members of Congress, both North and South, the shortiess of time
permitted no fair test by a vote upon the amendment proposed.

Although the proposcd amendment e s not submitted to the States
for adoption, the undersigned cannot hesitate to express a confident
betief that the border free States would grant all the guaranteces se-
cured by the amendment, and they cannot believe that the reinaining
frce States would refuse to do the same whenever the question shall
be fairly presented to the people, which they hope may be done by the
next Congress when it shall convene.

With great respect, yours, &e.,
C. A. WICKLIFFEL,
JAMES GUTHRIE,
C. 8. MOREIIEAD,
JOSHUA F. BELL.



MINORITY REPORT.

To His Iixcellency, Beriah Magoffir, Governor of Kentucky:

The undersigned, two of the Commissioners appointed by resolution
of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, to meet
such Commissioners as might be appointed by other States, in accord-
ance with the requcst of the State of Virginia, to confer vpon the
unfortunate condition of our country, not having had an opportunity to
unite with their co-commissioners in the report which they understand
they have made, although they remained in the city of Waghington a
full day after the adjournment of the Convention for the purposc of
Joiuing with them in a proper report to your Execlleney, feel it due to
themselves, and respectful as well as due to the General Aszsembly,
that they shall make this their separate report.

The undersigned felt themselves bound, for the guidance of their
action iu the Convention, to regard in some degree the 4th vesolution
of the General Assembly which they beg here to quote:

Resolved, That in the opinion of the General Aszembly of Kentucky,
the propositions embraced in the resolutions presented to the Henate
of the United States, by the Hon. John J. Crittenden, o construcd that
the first article proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States shall apply to all the Territory of the United States now
held or hereafter acquired south of latitude 36 deg. and 89 min., and
provide that slavery of the Afiican race shall be effectually protected
as property herein during the continuance of the territorial govern-
ment; and the foarth article shall secure to the owners of slaves the
right of transit with their slaves between and through the non-slave-
holding States and Territories, constitute the basis of such an adjust-
ment of the unhappy controversy which now divides the States of this
Confederacy, as would be acceptable to the people of this Common-
wealth. '

They conceived that this resolution set forth clearly the opinion
of the General Assembly, as to what adjustment would be acceptable
to the people of Kentucky, and at the same time negatived the idea
that the resolutions of Mr. Crittenden would be acceptable, unless con-
strued in the manner set forth in the resolution. Whilst they did not
consider it to give them positive instruction, they did not feel them-
selves to be at liberty to depart altogether from the wishes of the State,
so solemnly announced by the representatives of its people.

The undersigned have delayed making their report until the present
time, in the hope of being able to append to it, as a part thereof, the
Journal of the Cenvention, which would have shown every proposition
made, with the vote by States upon such as were brought to a vote.
They regret that although a committee was appointed for the express
purpose of superintending the printing of said journal, they have not
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as yet received a copy of it, and that their report is more incomplete
than they would have desired to have made it.

The Convention assembled in the city of Washington on the 4th of
February, and continued its sessions until the 27th of that month,
when it adjourned sine die. Before the final adoption of the proposed
amendments to the Constitution, twenty-one States were present by
their delegates in Convention. A Cormittee on Resolutions, consist-
ing of' a member from each State, was appointed, to whom was refer-
red various propositions of adjustment. That committee finally report-
ed, as the result of its deliberations, a proposition to amend the Consti-
tution by a 13th article, consisting of 7 sections, a copy of which,
marked A, is filed as a part hereof.

Notice of various substitutes for the report of the committee was
given, but it was claimed and conceded that before a vote upon any
substitute could be taken, the report of the committee should be amend-
ed and perfected in convention.

Many amendments were proposed ; upon seme of them, the under-
gigned were so unfortunate as to difler from the opinion cof the
majority of their co-commissioners who cast the vote of the State.
To cne or two of the more important of them they would briefly call
attention. A motion was made by Gov. Reid, a delegate from North
Carolina, to amend the 1st section of the series, by inserting at the end
of the clause, “and in all the present territory south of said line,” the
words “involuntary scroitude is yecognized, and property in those of the
African race held to scrvice or laboy in any of the States of the Union,
when removed to such tervitory, shell be protected and.”  This amendment
received the votes of but three States—Virginia, North Carolina, and
Missouri. Seventeen States voted against it, Kentucky being one of
them. From this vote the undersigned caused their dissent to be
recorded.

A motion was made by Mr. Seddon, a delegate from Virginia, to
amend the 3d section of the series, by inserting at the end of the
clause, “and the right during transportation of touching at ports,
shores, and landings, and of landing in case of distress, shall exist,”
the words, “ and if the transportation shall be by sea, the right to persons
held to service or labor shall be protected by the Federal Government as other
property.”  This amendment was lost, Kentucky voting against it, from
which vote the undersigned caused their dissent to be recorded.

The entire first section of the report of the committee was stricken
out. Inlieu thereof, a proposition made by Mr. Franklin, a delegate
from Pennsylvania, was adopted. This proposition is the first section
upon the paper marked B.

One of the undersigned (Mr. Clay) proposed, as an additional section
to the report of the committee, a proposition to construe the second.
paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of the Constitu-
tion, so that no State shall have the power to judge and determine
what was treason, felony, or other crime, by the laws of another State,
but that a person charged with treason, felony, or other crime in one
State, who should flee from Justice and be found in another State,
should, on demand of the Executive autherity of the State from which
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he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having jurisdiction
of the crime. This amendment was lost; a large majority voting
against it.

Amendments too numerous to set forth in the limits of a report,
were offered and voted upon. Finally, the report of the committee
was perfected, and is filed herewith as a part hereof, marked B.

Substitutes for the report of the committee, as amended and per-
fected, being now in order: among others, Mr. Seddon, of Virginia,
offerred the amendments to the Constitution, known as the Crittenden
resolutions, with such additions and amendments as were asked by
Virginia, (in substance, the same as those set forth in the resolutions
of the Gencral Assembly of Kentucky.) This substitute was rejected
by a large majority receiving the votes of only a few States.

One of the undersigned (Mr. Clay) then offered as a substitute for
the report of the committee, the amendments to the Constitution,
known as the Crittenden resolutions, without the crossing a “t” or dot-
ting an “i.” This substitute was rejected—16 States voting against it,
and only 5 States voting for it.

All substitutes having been rejected, the perfected report of the
committee (B) came up in order. Upon it, the vote of the convention
was taken by sections. On the first vote upon the first section, it
was rejected by the votes of 11 States to 8. The convention adjourn-
ed until the next morning ; when this vote was reconsidered.

The seven sections of the report were then passed by the convention.

Upon the first section, the vote stood, 9 States for, 8 States against.
Four Southern States out of seven, and five Northern States out of
fourteen, voting for it—Virginia and North Carolina both against it.

The second section was passed—11 States voting for it, 8 States
agains: it.

The third section was passed—12 States voting for it, 7 States
against it.

The fourth section was passed—15 States voting for it, 4 States
against it.

The {ifth section was passed—16 States voting for it, 5 States
against it.

The sixth section was passed—11 States voting for it, 9 States
against it.

The seventh section was passed—12 States voting for it, 7 States
against it.

The vote of Kentucky was cast by the majority of her commissioners
in favor of every section of the seven.

After the passage of the report by sections, a vote was demanded
upon it as an entirety, but was ruled to be out of order.

The undersigned could not agree with their co-commissioners in
casting the vote of Kentucky for the several sections of the proposed
amendinent to the Constitution, as adopted by the convention. They
believed that the amendment, as a permanent settlement of the ques-
tions which have so unhappily divided the Northern and Southern
sections of the United States, would prove wholly ineffectual, and
that instead of providing securities and guarantees for the rights of
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the South, as they are believed now to exist under the Constitution and
Jaws, involved a surrender of most important rights, and furnished
adequate security to none. They propose to cive briefly their reasons
for this opinion.

The first section undertakes to settle the territorial question by divid-
ing all the present territory of the United States by a line upon the
parallel of 36 degrees 30 minutes, north latitude; and provides that
north of that line involuntary servitude, except in punishment of
crime, shall be prohibited; whilst south of that line the stutus of
persons held to involuntary service or labor as it now exists, shall not
be changed.

What is the present extent of the territory of the United States;
and what is its stafus respecting persons held to involuntary service or
labor ?

The present territory of the United States, including 67,020 square
miles held by the Chorokee Indians, under treaty grant, amounts 1o
1,287,277 square miles, By the southern constraction of the decizion
of the Supreme Court, in the case of Dred Scott, into every foot of
this vast territory persons held to involuntary service or Iabor may
now be taken ; and south of the line 36 degrees 30 minutex, the terri-
torial law of New Mexico also permits it. The first section of the
amendment proposes to take from the people of the South the right to
carry persons held to involuntary service or labor into any of the ter-
ritory north of 36 degrees 30 minutes ; that is to say, forever to exclude
such persous from 1,021,307 square miles of the territory of the United
States ; whilst it merely concedes the right, which they believe they
alrcady have as to the whole, to take such persons into 265,970 square
miles of the territory—about one fourth of the whole. Would this be
concession to the South, or to the North?

But as to the status of the territory south of 36 degrees and 30 min-
utes, in respect to persons held to involuntary service or labor; what
is it ?

The right to take such persons into said territory rests, first, upon
the decision of the Supreme Court in the Dred Scott case. Second,
upon the territorial law of New Mexico, which territory embraces all
south of 26 degrees and 30 minutes, except 50,290 square miles of the
Cherokee treaty grant, where slavery now exists.

It is well known that a very large portion of the people of the
North, as well as many of the South, maintain that the decision of
the Supreme Court in the case of Dred Scott, so far as it relates to
the question of slavery in the Territories, is no decision at all; simply
obiter dictu, which does not settle the law upon the subject, That such
is the opinion of the present Chief Magistrate is clear from hiz late
inaugural. It is also avowed by the dominant party, that it is their
intention to remodel the Supreme Coutt, and to have that decixion
reversed. If, then, the Dred Scott decision does not correctly declare
the law, or if it be reversed, in either case, so far as the status of the
Teyritory rests upon it, it would be free and not slave.

The Dred Scott case no longer to be relied on as fixing a status of
slavery, we should be thrown altogether upon the territorial law of
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New Mexico. Bat it is scarcely necessary to observe that a large
portion of the American people believe that a Territorial Legislature
has no power to pass laws either to introduce or to prohibit slavery in
the Territories. Should the territorial law of New Mexico be hereafter
decided to be void, the Dred Scott decision either no decision at all, or
reversed, the status of even that small portion of the territory of the
United States, 265,970 square miles out of 1,287,277 square miles,
would be free and not slave.

What protection is proposed to be given to slave property south of
the line 36 degrees and 30 minutes® The section merely provides,
that neither Congress nor the Territorial Legislature shall pass any law
to hinder or prevent the taking of persons held to involu ntary service
or labor to the Territory, nor to impair the rights arising f{rom said
relation; but the same (ke rights) shall be subject to judicial cogni-
zance in the Federal Courts, according to the course of the common
law.  What is the course of the common law in the remedies it
affords to infringement upon the rights of property in slaves? Is it
clear, unmistakable, not liable to mizconstruction, expecially when
adminiztered by judges unfriendly or adverse to the institution of slay-
ery ?  'Would the opinion, for example, of the distinguished Governor
of New York, who now holds so high a place in the Cabinet, that a
slave, not heing a free man, could not under the common law be kid-
napped, and that, therefore, there is no common law remedy for kid-
napping a slave, be followed? Ts this such protection for the right
of property in the territories as Kentucky seeks as further security
and farther guarantee? Iow vain! How delusive! The proposi-
tion was but a miserable attempt to withdraw from the institution of
slavery in the territories the protection of the Constitution and the
Federal laws, and to have its only security to depend upon the vague
and uncertain remedies of the common law.

If there had been no other ohjection to it, the first section of the
amendment proposed by the Peace Conference, which received only
the votes of four slave States out of seven, and five free States out
of fourteen, was too doubtful in meaning, too liable to misconstruc-
tion—diflerent constructions having been given to it even in the con-
vention which passed it—to allow the undersigned, in Justice to Ken-
tucky, to vote for it as a measure of final adjustment.

The undersigned objected to the sccond section, hecause, erippling
present rights, it rendered the future acquisition of any territory what-
ever—Cuba, or any other, no matter how important and desirable—
almost impossible.

They objected to the third section because it failed to secure the richt
of transit, but left it in the power of any State or Territory to pre-
vent the same. For example, placing it in the power of lllinois by
Constitutional provision, if she chose to exercise it, to nrevent the
slaveholder of Kentucky from passing through that State with his
slave property, on his way to Missonri or the South.

They objected to the 5th section, because, whether by constitutional
right, or by revolationary right, the so-called Southern Confederacy,
heing beyond the limits of the United States, or if not now heyend
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said limits, certainly to be so as soon as said Confederacy shall be re-
cognized, it is made the duty of Congress, by the last clause of the
section, to pass laws to prevent our friends and brothers, now residing
within the limits of that Confederacy, from returning with their slaves
to Kentucky ; the passage of which laws would inevitably lead to
retaliatory laws by the Southern Confederacy against the introduction
of slaves from Kentucky into their territory.

They objected to the Gth section, because it proposed to make the 1st,
8d, and 5th sections, amendments to the Constitution virtually unal-
terable.

They objected to the 7th section, because it proposed that any citizen
of a slave State, who should lose his fugitive slave, by reason of mob,
riotous assemblage, or rescue after arrest, should himself pay a part
of his own loss, whilst every other citizen of a slave State should pay
a part thereol, thus offering a bonus to deprive the people of the wsouth
of their property, and in clfect by providing that the fugitive, having
been thus paid for, shall thereafter be free, to constitute the United
States government a grand Fmancipation Soclety.

The undersigned have felt it to be proper thus to set forth the
reasons which caused them to opposec the amendment to the Consti
tution, which met the approval of the Peace Convention and of their
co-Commissioners.

After the adoption of a preamble to the proposition of the Con-
vention, the President was requested to cause the same to be presented
to the two Iouses of Congress, which was accordingly done, and
its fate in that body is known to the country.

Before the final adjournment of the Convention, resolutions against
the right of secession by a State from the Union, and in favor of such
right, were proposed but not entertained. The following resolution
was also proposed but not entertained by the Convention; its mover,
however, asked and obtained leave to have it spread upon the journal:

Resolved, That while the adoption, by the States of South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, of
ordinances declaring the dissolution of their relations with the Union,
is an event deeply to be deplored, and while abstaining from any
judgment on their conduct, we would express the earnest hope that
they may soon see cause to resume their honored places in this Con-
federacy of States; yet to the end that such return may he facilita-
ted, and from the conviction that the Union being formed by the assent
of the people of the respective States, and being compatible only with
freedom, and the republican institutions guaranteed to each, cannot
and ought not to be maintained by force, we deprecate any effort by
the Federal Government to coerce in any form the said States to re-
union or submission, as tending to irreparable breach, and leading to
incalculable ills; and we earnestly invoke the abstinence from all
counsels or measures of compulsion towards them.

In coneclusion, the undersigned will only add, that as Commissioners
to the Convention at Washington, they were actuated, throughout its
entire deliberations, by the single and sole desire of being in some de-
gree instrumental to the restoration of confidence between the divided
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sections of the country, and of bringing about a reconstruction of that
once happy Union bequeathed to us by our fathers. They regret most
sincerely to have to say that they have returned home with abated
confidence and diminished Lkope of satisfactory adjustment.

Shouald the journal of the Convention be hereafter received, it will
be forwarded to your Lixcellency, to be laid before the General Assem-
bly.

The undersigned have the honor to be, with great respect,

Your ochedient servants,
WILLIAM O. BUTLER, Commissionrs
JAMES B. CLAY, JOmmissioncrs.

¥ranxrorr, March 19th, 1861.

APPENDIX A.
REFPORT OF COMMITTEE.~—ARTICLE 13,

Sreiion 1. In all the present territory of the United States, nat
embraced within the limits of the Cherokee treaty grant, north of a
{ine from east to west on the parallel of 36 degrees 30 minutes north
fatitude, involuntary servitude, except in punishment of crime, is pro-
hibited whilst it shalf be under a Territorial government; and in all
the present territory south of said line, the status of persons owing
service or labor as it now exists shall not be changed by law while
such territory shall be under a Territorial government; and neither
Congress nor the Territorial government shall have power to hinder or
prevent the taking to said territory of persons keld to labor or involun-
tary service, within the United States, according to the laws or usages
of the State from which such persons may be taken, nor to impair the
rights arising out of said relations, which shall be subject to judicial
cognizance in the federal courts, according to the common law; and
when any territory north or south of said line, within such boundary
as Congress may prescribe, shall contain a population required for a
member of Congress, according to the then federal ratio of represent-
ation, it shall, it’ its form of government he republican, be admitted
into the Union on an equal footing with the original States, with or
without involuntary service or labor, as the constitution of such new
State may provide.

Secrion 2. Territory shall notbe acquired by the United States, unless
by treaty ; nor, except for naval and commercial stations and depots,
unless such treaty shall be ratified by four fifths of all the members of
the Senate.

Seerioy 3. Neither the Constitution, nor any amendment thereof,
shall be construed to give Congress power to regulate, abolish, or con-
trol, within any State or Territory of the United States, the relation
established or recognized by the laws thereof touching persons bound
to labor or involuntary service therein, nor to interfere with or abolish
involuntary service in the District of Columbia without the consent of
Maryland and without the consent of the owners, or making the own-

3
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ers who do not consent just compensation; nor the power to interfere
with or prohibit representatives and others from bri nging with them to
the city of Washington, retaining and taking away, persons so bound
to labor; ner the power to interfere with or abolish involuntary ser-
vice in places under the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States
within those States and Territories where the same is established or
recognized; nor the power to prohibit the removal or transportation,
by land, sea, or river, of persons held to labor or involuntary service
in any State or Territory of the United States to any other State or
Territory thereof where it is established or recognized by law or usage,
and the right during transportation of touching at ports, shores, and
landings, and of landing in case of distress, shall exist. Nor shall
Congress have power to authorize any higher rate of taxation on per-
sons bound to labor than on land.

Secrion 4. The third paragraph of the second section of the fourth
article of the Constitution shall not be construed to prevent any of the
States, by appropriate legizlation, and through the action of their
Judicial and ministerial officers, from enforcing the delivery of fugi-
tives from labor to the person to whom such service or lahor is due.

Srerion 5. The foreign slave trade and the importation of slaves
into the United States and their Territories, from places beyond the
present limits thereof, are forever prohibited,

Secriony 6. The first, third, and fifth sections, together with this sec-
tion six of these amendments, and the third paragraph of the second
scction of the first article of the Constitution, and the third paragraph
of the second section of the fourth article thereof, shall not be ameund-
ed or abolished without the consent of all the States.

weerioN 7. Congress shall provide by law that the United States
shall pay to the owner the full value of his fugitive from labor, in all
cases where the marshal, or other officer, whose duty it was to arrest
such {ugitive, was prevented from so doing by violence or intimidation
from mobs or riotous assemblages, or when, after arrest, such fugitive
was rescued by force, and the owner thereby prevented and obstructed
in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of such fugitive.

APPENDIX B.

REPORT OF COMMIITEE.—ARTICLE 185.

Secriox 1. In all the present territory of the United States, north of
the parallel of 36 degrees and 80 minutes of north latitude, involun-
tary servitude, except in punishment of crime, is prohibited. In all
the present territory south of that line, the status of persons held to
involuntary service or labor, as it now exists, shall not be changed ; nor
ghall any law be passed by Congress or the Territorial Legislature to
hinder or prevent the taking of such persons from any of the States of
this Union to said territory, nor to impair the rights arising fromn said
relation; but the same shall be subject to judiciul cognizance in the
federal courts, according to the course of the common law. When
any territory north or south of said line, within such boundary as
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Congress may prescribe, shall contain a population equal to that
required for a member of Congress, it shall, if its form of government
be republican, be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with
the original States, with or without involuntary servitude, as the con-
stitution of such State may provide.

Seeriox 2. No territory shall be acquired by the United States,
except by discovery and for naval and commercial stations, depots,
and tranzit routes, without the concurrence of a majority of all the
Senators from States which allow involuntary servitude, and a majority
of all the Senators from States which prohibit that relation; nor shail
territory be acquired by treaty, unless the votes of a majority of the
Scnators from each class of States hereinbefore mentioned be cast as
a part of the two-third majority necessary to the ratification of such
treaty.

Secrion 3. Neither the Constitution, nor any amendment thereof,
thall be construed to give Congress power to regulate, abolizh, or con-
trol, within any State or Territory of the United States, the relation
establizhed or recognized by the laws thereof touching persons bound
to labor or involuntary service therein, nor to interfere with or abolish
involuntary service in the District of Columbia without the consent of
Marylund and without the consent of the owners, or making the own-
ers who do not consent just compensation; nor the power to interfere
with or prohibit representatives and others from bringing with them to
the city of Washington, retaining and taking away, persons so bound
to labor or service; nor the power to interfere with or abolish invol-
untary service in places under the exclusive jurisdiction of the United
States within those States and Territories where the same is establish-
ed or recognized ; nor the power to prohibit the removal or transporta-
tion of persons held to labor or involuntary service in any State or
Tervitory of the United States to any other State or Territory thereof
where it is established or recognized by law or usage; and the right
during transportation, by sea or river, of touching at ports, shores,
and landings, and of landing in case of distress, but not for sale or
traffic, shall exist. Nor shall Congress have power to authorize any
higher rate of taxation on persons held to labor or service than on
land.

The bringing into the District of Columbia persons held to labor or
service for sale, or placing them in depots to be afterwards transferred
to other places for sale as merchandise, is prohibited; and the right
of transit through any State or Territory against its dissent is prohib-
ited.

Secrioy 4. The third paragraph of the second section of the fourth
article of the Constitution shall not be construed to prevent any of the
States, by appropriate legislation, and through the action of their Judi-
cial and ministerial officers, from enforcing the delivery of fugitives
from labor to the person to whom such service or labor is due.

Swcrion 5. The foreign slave trade is hereby forever prohibited ;
and it shall be the duty of Congress to pass laws to prevent the
importation of slaves, coolies, or persons held to service or labor, into
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the United States and the Territories from places beyond the limits
thereof. “

Secrion 6. The first, third, and fifth seciions, together with this
gection six of these amendments, and the third paragraph of the second
section of the first article of the Constitution, and tae third paragraph
of the second section of the fourth article thereof, shall not be amend-
ed or abolished without the consent of all the States.

Secrion 7. Congress shall provide by law that the United States
shall pay to the owner the full value of his fugitive from labor, in all
cases where the marshal, or other officer, whose duty it was to arrest
such fugitive, was prevented from so doing by violence or intimidation
from mobs or riotous assemblages, or when, after arrest, such fugitive
was rescued by like violence or intimidation, and the owner thereby
prevented and obstructed in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery
of such fugitive; and the acceptance of such payment shall preclude
the further claim of the owner. Congress shall provide by law for
securing to the citizens of each State the privileges and immunities of
the several States.
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WasniNaron, February 4th, 1861,
A number of Commissioners assembled at Willards' Concert Hall, in
conscquence of the following preamble and resolutions adopted by the
General Assembly of Virginia, January the 19th, 1861 :

Wiereas, It is the deliberate opinion of the General Assembly of Virginia, that unless the
unhappy controversy, which now divides the States of this confederacy, shall be satisfuctorily
adjusted, a permanent dissolution of the Union is inevitable ; and the General Assembly, repre-
senting the wishes of the people of the Commonwenlth, is desirous of employing every reasonable
means to avert s0 dire a calamity, and determined to make a final effort to restere the Unien and
the Constitution, in the spirit in which they were estublished by the fathers of the Republic :
therefore,

Resolved, That on behalf of the Commonwealth of Virginia, an invitation is hereby extended
to all such States, whether slaveholding or non-slaveholding, as are willing to unite with Vireginia
in an earnest effort to adjust the present unhappy controversies, in the spirit in which the Con-
stitution was originally formed, and consistently with its principles, so as to afford to the people
of the slaveholding States adequate guarantees for the security ot their rights, to appoint com-
missioners to meet on the 4th day of February next, in the City of Washington, similar commis-
sioners appointed by Virginia, to consider, and if practicable, agree upon some suitable adjust-
ment.

Resolved, That ex-President John Tyler, William C. Rives, Judge John W. Brockenbrough,
George W. Summers, and James A. Seddon, are hereby appointed commissioners, whose duty it
shall be torepair to the City of Washington, on the day designated in the foregoing resolation,
to meet such commissioners as may be appointed by any of the said States, in accordance with
the foregzoing resolution.

Resolved, That if said commissioners, alter full and free conference, shall agree upon any plan
of adjustment requiring amendments to the Federal Constitution, for the further security of the
rights of the people of the slavelolding States, they be requested to communicate the proposed
amendments to Congress, for the purpose of having the same submitted by that body, according
to the forms of the Constitution, to the several States for ratification.

Resolved, That if said commissioners cannot agree on such adjustment, or if agreeing, Con-
gress shail refuse to submit for ratification such amendments as may be proposed, tlien the com-
miszioners of this State shall immediately communicate the result to the executive oi this Com-
monwealth, to be by him laid before the convention of the people of Virginia and the Gieneral
Assembly : provided, that the said commissioners be gubjeet at all times to the control of the
General Assembly, or, if in session, to thatof the State Convention.

Resoloed, Thatin the opinion of the Geieral Assembly ot Virginia, the propositions embraced
in the resolutions presented to the Senate of the United States by the Ion. John J. Crittenden,
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o modificdl as that the first article proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United
States shall apply to all the territory of the United States now held, or hereafter acquired, South
of latitude thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes, and provide that slavery of the African race
shall be effectnally protected as property therein during the continuance of the temitorial gov-
ernment, and the fourth article shall secure to the owners of slaves the right of transit with their
slaves between and through the non-slaveholding States and Territories, constitute the basis of
such an adjustment of the nnhappy controversy which now divides the States of this confederacy,
as would be accented by the people of thiz Commonwealth.

Resolved, That ex President John Tyler is hereby appointed, by the concurrent vote of each
branch of the General Assembly, a commissioner to the President of the Unired States, and
Judge John Robertson is hereby appointed, by a like vote, a comnusssioner to the State «f South
Carolina, and the other States that have seceded or shall secede, with instructions respectiully
fo request the President®t the United States, and authorities of such States, to agree to abstain,
pending the proceedings contemplated by the action of this General Assembly, from any and all
acts caleulated to produce a collision o arms between the Swates and the Government of the
United States.

Resolved, That copies of the foregoing resolutions be forthwith telegraphed to the executives
of the several States, and alzo to the President of the United States, and the Governor be re-
quested to inform, without delay, the commissioners of their appointment by the foregoing reso-
lutions.

A copy from the rolls. WM. F. GORDON, Jr.,

C H. D & K. R. of Va.

Mr. Morchead, of Kentncky, ealled the meeting to order, and moved
that Mr. J. . Wright, of Ohio, be appointed temporary chairiman; to be
followed by the appointment of a committee, consisting of a member from
each delegation, to be named by such delegation, who should recommend
officers for a permanent organization, and should also report rules for the
government of the body.

The motion to appoint Mr. Wright was thercupon pat and unanimously
earried.

Upon being conducted to the chair by Mr. Meredith, of Pennsylvania,
and Mr. Chase, of Ohio, Mr. Wright made a brief address explanatory of
the object of the meeting, and expressed a hope and belief, that, as the
delegates present from the several States had assembled under the iniluence
of the most friendly feelings, if they carried those feelings into an exami-
nation of the difficulties which surround the country, the result would be
a success, earncstly to be hoped for by every lover of his country, so as
to establish the Union, according to the spirit of the existing Constitution
of the United States.

On motion, Mr. Benjamin C. Howard, of Maryland, was appointed Sec-
retary.

The following States responded to the call of their names
delegates to be handed in to-morrow :

New Iampshire, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana.

Mr. Meredith, of Pennsylvania, then renewed the motion for the ap-
pointment of a committee as above mentioned, which was carried, and the
following members named by their respective delegations, viz:

New Hampshire, Amos Tuck ; Rhode Island, William W, Iloppin; New
Jersey, Joseph F. Randolph; Pennsylvania, Thomas . Franklin; Dela-
ware. George B. Rodney; Maryland, John W. Crisfield; Virginia, William
C. Rives: North Carolina, Thomas Ruffin; Kentucky, Charles A. Wick-
liffe; Ohio, Reuben Hitcheock; Indiana, Godlove S, Orth.

On motion, the Convention adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve
e'clock,

the list of

B. C. IIOWARD, Secretary.
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WasminaroN Crry, February 5, 1861.
The Convention was called to order pursuant to adjournment, by Mr.

Wright, President pro tem.

The journal of proceedings of yesterday was read and approved.

Mr. Thomas . Franklin, of Pennsylvania, moved that a committee of
five be appointed by the President, to whom the credentials of’ members
should be submitted and reported on, which was earried.

The President thereupon appointed as said committec:

Mr. Summers, of Virginia.

Mr. Guthrie, of I{entucky.

Mr. Morehead, of North®arolina.

Mr. Smith, of Indiana.

Mr. Franklin, of Pennsylvania.

Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, from the Commitiee on Organization, made
a report, which was read.

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, moved to strike out for the present, and for
further consideration, the report which relates to the proceedings of the
Convention,. '

This motion gave risc to a debate, pending which a division of the re-
port was called tor; whereupon it was moved that the Convention proceed
to consider the following part of the report of the committee, relating to
officers for the permanent organization of the Convention, as follows:

The committee to whom was referred the subject of the organization of the Convention make
the fullowing report : ‘They recommend that the permanent officers of the Convention be a Presi-
dent and Secretary, and that the Secretary have leave to appoint assistants, not exceceding two,
toassist him in the discharge ol hisduties. The committee report, for President, John Tyier, of
Virginia ; Sceretary, Crafts J. Wright, of Ohio.

Thercupon it was moved and unanimously agreed, that this part of the
report be accepted, and the officers designated be appointed.

The President pro tem. appointed Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, and Mr. Merodith,
of Pennsylvania, to conduct President Tyler to the chair.

President Tyler, on taking his scat, proceeded to address the Conven-
tion:

Gexriemey @ I fear you have committed a great error in appointing me to the honorable posi-
tion you have assicned me. A long separation from all deliberative bodies has rendcred the
ru'es of their proceedings unfamiliar to me,while I'should find in my own state of health, varviable
and fickle as it is, sufficient reason to decline the honor of being your presiding officer. But, in
times like these, one has but little option left him. Personal considerations should weigh but
lichtly in the balance. The country ir in danger; it is enongh. Oune must take the place as-
sizned him in the great work of reeoneiliation and adjus:ment.

The voice of Virginia has invited her co-Stutes to meet her in council. In the initiation of
thi: Government thit same voice was heard and complied w th, and the resulis of seventy odd
years have fully attested the wisdom of the decisions then adopted. Is the urgency of her call
now less great than it was then 7 Qur godlike fathers created ; we have to preserve They
built up throueh theiv wisdom and patriotism monuments which have eternized their names.
You have before you, gentlemen, a task equally grand, equally sublime, quite as full of glory
and immortality.  You have to snatch from ruin a great and glorious Cenfederacy, to preserve
the Government, and to renew and invizorate the Conatitution. If vou reach the heicht of this
great oceasion your children’s children will rise up and call you blessed. T confess my-elf to be
ambitious of sharing in the glory of accomplizhing ghis grand and magnificent result. To have
our nimes enrolled in the cipitol, to be repeated by future generations with grareful applause,
thi< i3 an honor higher than the mountaing, more endurinz than the monumental alabaster.

Yes, Virainia’s voice, as in the olden time, has been heard. Her sister States meet her this day
at the council board. Vermont is heve, bringing with her the memories of the past, and reviv-
ing in the memories of all her Ethan Allen and his dem nd for the survender of Ticonderogn in
the nime of the Great Jechovah and the American Congress.  New Hampshire is here, her fame
illusteated by memorable annals, and still more lately as the birth-place of him who won for
him:e!t the name of Defender of the Constitution, and who wrote that letter to John Taylor
which has been enshrined in the hearts of his countrymen. DMassachusetts is not heve. [Some
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member said she is coming.] I hope so, said Mr. Tyler, and that she will bring with her her
daughter, Maine. I did not believe it could well be that the voice which in other times was so
faimniliar to her ears had been addressed to her in vain. Connecticut is here, and she comes, J
doubt not, in the spirit of Roger Sherman, whose name with our very children has become a
houschold word, and who was in life the embodiment of that sound practical sense which befits
the great lawgiver and constructor of governments. Rhode Island, the land of Roger Williams,
i8 here, one of the two last States, in her jealousy of the public liberty, to give in her adhesion
to the Constitution, and among the earliest to hasten to its rescue. The great Empire State of
New York, represented thus far but by one delegate, is expected daily in fuller force to join in
the great work of healing the discontents of the times and restoring the reign of fraternal feel-
ing. New Jersey is also here, with the memories of the past covering her all over. Trenton
and Princeton live immortal in story, the plains of the last encrims=oned with the heart’s blood
of Virginia’s sons. Among her delegation I rejoice to recognize a gallant son of a signer of the
immortal Declaration which announced to the world that thirteen Provinees had become thirteen
independent and sovereign States. And here, too, is Delaware, the land of the Bayards and the
Rodneys, whose soil at Brandywine was moi tened by the blood of Virginin’s youthful Monroe.
Here is Maryland, whose massive columns whecled into line with those of Virg nia in the contest
for glory, and whose State house at Annapolis was the theater of a spectacle of a successful
commander, who, after liberating his country, gladly ungirthed his sword and laid it down upon
the altar of that country. Then comes Pennsylvania, rich in Revolutionary lore, bringing with
her the deathless names of Franklin and Morris, and I trust ready to renew from the belfry of
Independence Hall the chimes of the old bell which arnounced freedom and independence in
former days. All hail to North Carolina, with her Mecklenburg Declaration in her hand, stand-
ing erect on the ground of her probity and firmuess in the cause ot the public liberty, and rep-
resented in her attributes by her Macon, and in this assembly by her distinguished son at no
great distance from me. Four daughters of Virginia also cluster around the council board on
the invitation of their ancient mother—the eldest Kentucky, whose sons, under the intrepid war-
rior, Anthony Wavne, gave freedom of settlement to the territory of lier sister Ohio. She ex-
tends her hand daily and hourly across la belle riviere, to grasp the hand of some one of kindred
blood of the noble States of Indiana, and Illinois, and Ohio, who have grown up into powerful
States, already grand, potent, and almost imperial.  Tennessee iz not here, but is coming—pre-
vented from being here only by the floods which have swollen her rivers.  When she arrives ~he
will wear the badges on her warrior crest of victories woun, in company with the great West,
on many an ensanguined plain, and standerds torn from the hands of the conquerors at Water-
loo. Missouri and Iowa. and Michigan, Wiscongin, and Minnesota, stiil linger behind, but it
may be hoped that their hearts are with us in the great work we have to do.

Gentlemen, the eyes of the whole country are twned to this assembly in expectation and hope.
I trust that you may prove yourselves worthy of the great ceeasion.  Qur ancestors probably
committed a blunder in not having fixed upon every fifth decade for a call of a General Conven-
tion to amend and reform the Constitution. On the contrary, they have made the diffienities
next to insurmountable to accomplish amendments to an instrument which was perfect for five
millions of people, but not wholly so 0s to thirty millions.  Your patric-tismn will surmount the
difficulties, however great, it you will but accomplish but one triumph in advance, and that is,
a triumph over party.  And what is party when compared to the task of rescuing one’s country
from danger 7 Do that, and one lung, loud shout of joy and gladness will resound throughout
the land.

On motion of Mr. Ewing, action on the remainder of the report of the
committee on organization was postponed until Wednesday.

Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, otfered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Convention shall be opened with prayer, and that the clergy of the City of
Washington be requested to perform that service.

Which was adopted; and at the request of the Convention, the Rev. Dr.
Gurley offered up prayer.

The Convention being informed by the President of the tender by the
Mayor and Council of the City of Washington of police officers to attend
the sittings of the Convention, antl protect the same from intrusion; and
also that the hall now occupied had been placed at the service of the Con-
vention; it was moved and agreed to. thiat the same be accepted.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, it was resolved that the Presi-
dent be requested to furnish a copy of his speech to the Convention to be
made part of this day’s proceedings, and that the same shall with the pro-
ceedings of this day be published.
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Mr. Grimes, of Towa, informed the Convention that he had a letter in
regard to the appmntment of delegates from Lowa, which was referred to
th(, Committee on Credentials.

On motion of Mr. Wright, of Ohio, the Convention adjourned until 12
o'clock to-morrow.

Wasmxarox, February 6th, 1861,

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

President Tyler in the chair.

The journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read, amended, and
approved.

Mr. Summers, chairman of the Committee on Credentials, m: wde the fol-
lowing report:

The credentials of the following gentlemen from the States heret Wter
enumerated, have been duly faulumttod mnd examined by your committee,
and approv ed by them, and they were reported as members of the Con-
vention:

New Hampshire—Amos Tuck, Levi Chamberlain, Asa Fowler.

Vermont—ITiland Ilall, Lievi Dmh,r\wud II. Henry Baxter, L. . Chit-
tenden, B. D. Harris.

Rhode Island and Providence Plantations—Samuel Ames, Alexander Dun-
can, William W. Hoppin, George 1I. Browne, Samuel G. 1\1 nold.

(rmnc’fhrm‘—l\(ww S. Biiil\\m Chauncey F. Cleveland, € harles J. Me-
Curdy, James T. Pratt, Robbins Battell, Amos S. Treat.

New Jersey—Charles S. Olden, Peter D. Vrcom, Robert I, Stockton,
Benjamin Williamson, Jo»eph F. Randolph, Frederiek 1. Frelinghuysen,
Rodman M. Price, William C. Alexander, Thomas J. Stryker.

I’:mz..x_f.;/r_.(U::((,——Jdnms Pollock, W 1]11&111 M. Meredith, Thom: s White,
David Wilmot, A. W. Loomis, Thomas Ii. Franklin, William McKennan.

Délaware—George B. Rodney, Daniel M. Bates, Henry Ridgeley, John
W. Houston, William Cannon.

ﬂﬁ(rﬂandhlohn F. Dent, Reverdy Johnson, John W. Crixficld, Augus-
tus W. Bradiord, William T, (JOldbbUl()ll”l J. Dixon Roman, Benjamin C,
lhm-':u'd.

William C. Rives, John W. Brockenbrough,
(ieorge W. Summem Ja,mc"a A. Seddon. '

North C’czmhm——heorgo Davis, Thomas Ruffin, David S. Reid, D.
Barringer, J. M. Morehead.

Kentuckr y—William O. Butler, Jamos B. Clay, Joshua F. Bell, Charles S.
Morehead, James Guthrie, (Jh'nlos A. Wicklifie.

Ohio—John C. Wright, Salmon P. Chase, William S. Groesbeek, Frank-
lin . Backus, Reuben Hitehceoek, Thomas Ewing, V. B. Horton,

Inrh’rm*z—(‘alob B. Smith, Pleasant A. H‘lddunan Godlove S. Orth, 1.
W. 1L l“llm ']‘hom&s C. Sl Lunhter

Towea s Harlan, James W. Grimes, Samuel IL Curtis, William
Vamlcver.

On motion of Mr. Wickliffe, the Secretary was authorized to cmploy
additional assistants,

Mr. Wickliffe, chairman of the Committee on Organization, cailed up
for consideration that part of the report not heretofore agreed to, and
moved that the same be adopted.

4
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Mr. Seddon, of Virginia, offered the following amendment:

Resolved, That no part of the Jonrnal be published without the order or leave of the Conven-
tion, and that no copies of the whole or any part be furnished or allowed, except to members,
who «hail be privileged to communieate the sime to the authorities or deliberative assemblies
of their respective States, when deemed jndicious or appropriate under their instructions, and
that nothing spoken in the house be priuted or otherwise published; but private commuvieationg
respecting the proveedings and Jebates, while recommended to be with caution and reserve, are
allowed at the discretion of each member.

On motion, the above resolution and the original report and resolution,
were referred back to the committeo.

Mur. Guthrie, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of the following resolu-
tion:

Resolved, That a committee of one from each State he appointed by the Commissioners
thereof, to be nominated to the President, and to be appointed by him, to whom shall be referred
the resolutions of the State of Virginia, and the other States represented, and all propositions
for the adjustment of existing difficulties between States. with authority to report what they may
deem richi, necessary, and proper to restore harmony and preserve the Union, and that they
report on or before Friday.

Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, suggested that the resolution be so modified as to
authorize said committee to sit during the meeting of the Convention;
which being accepted, the resolution was agreed to.

The President appointed the following committee to carry into effect
that part of the report of the Committee on Rules and Organization, which
related to obtaining the services of a clergyman to open the procecdings
with prayer:

Mr. Randolph, of New Jersey; Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky; Mr. John-
gon, of Maryland. ‘

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, it was agreed that the mem-
bers of this Convention should call in a body on the President of the United
States at such time as would be agreeable to him, to be announced by the
President of this Convention.

On motion, the Convention reconsidered the resolution recommitting the
rules ol proceeding to the committee thercon, and agreed to proceed to
the consideration of the same.

Mr. Wright called for a division, and proposed that the several rules
should be separately read, and, when no objection was raised, they should
be agreed to; and when objected to, should be passed for subsequent con-
sideration.

Which was agreed to.

The rules hereafter designated were adopted.

The remainder were recommitted.

The rules adopted were as follows:

1. A Convention to do business shall consist of the Commissioners of not less than seven
States; and all quesrions shall be decided by the greater number of those which be fully repre-
sented.  But a less namber than seven may adjourn from day to day. )

2. Immediately after the President shall have taken the chair, and the members their seats,
the minutes of the preceding day shall be read by the Secretary. )

3. Every member rising to speak shall address the President, and while he shall be speaking
roune zhall pass between them, or hold discourse with another, or read a book, pamphlet, or
gipm‘, printed or manuscript—and of two members rising to speak at the same time, the

resident shall name him who shall be fiest heard. .

4. A membershall not speak oftener than twice, without special leave, upon the same question,
and not a second time, before every other who had been silent shall have been heard, if he
choose to speak upon the subject.

5. A motion made and seconded, shall be repeated, and if written, as it shall be when any
member shall so require, read aloud, by the Secrctary, before it shall be debated—and may be
withdrawn at any time before the vote upon it shall have been declared,
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6. Ovders of the day shall be read next after the minutes, and either digcussed or postprned,
before any cther business shall be introduced.

7. When a debate shall arize upon a question, no motion, other than to amend the guestion to
eommit it, or to postpone the debte, shall be received.

8. A guestion which is complicated shall, at the request of any member, be divided and put
scparately upon the proposition of which it is compounde:d.

9. A writing which containg any matter brought on to be considered, shall be rend once
throughout, for information, then by paragraphs, to be debated, and aguain with the amendinents,
if any mude on the sec nd reading, and afterwards the guestion shall be put upon the whoie, ag
amended, or approved in the original form, as the case muy be.

10. Committees shall be appointed by the President, uniess otherwise ordered by the Conven-
tion.

11. A member may be called to order by any other member, as well as by the President, and
may be allowed to explain his conduct or expressions, supposed to be reprehensibic.  And all
questions of order shall be decided by the President, without appeal or dehate.

12. Upon a question to adjourn for the day, which may be made at any time, if it be seconded,
the que-tion shall be put without debate.

13. When the Couvention shall adjourn, every member shall stand in his pace until the Pres-
ident pass him.

14. That no member be absent from the Convention, so as to interrupt the representation of

. the Srate, without lewve.

15. That committees do not sit while the Convention shall be or ought to be sitting, without
leave of the Convention.

16. That no copy be taken of any entry on the Journal, during the sitting of the Convention,
without leave of the Convention.

17. That members only be permitted to inspect the Journal.

18. Mude of voting: All votes shali be taken by S:ates, and each State to give one vote. The
yeas and nays of the members shall not be taken or pubiished—only the decision by SHuutes.

On motion, the Convention adjourned until Thursday, 10 o’clock, A. M,

WasmineroN Crry, February Tth, 1361.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

President Tyler in the chair.

The Convention was opened by prayer by Rev. Dr. Pyne.

The journal of the proceedings of the Convention of’ the Gth instant was
read, amended, and approved.

President Tyler, in accordance with the resolution of the Gth instant,in
regard to calling on the President of' the United States, caused to be read
by the Sceretary the following leiter:

Fepruary Cth, 1861,

My Dear Sir: T shall feel greatly honored to receive the gentlemen compusing the Conven-
tion of Commissioners from the several States, on any day and at any hour most conveniens to
themselves. I shall name to morrow, Thursday, at 1i or 3 o’clock, though any other time would
be equally agreeable to me. [ shall at all times be prepared to give them a cordial we'come.

Yours, very respectliully, JAMEs BUCHANAN.

His Excellency, Joun TyLEr.

President Tyler asked the action of the Convention on the subject.

On motion of Mr, Guthrie, it was

Resolved, That the members of the Convention call on the President of the United States this
forenvon, at L1 o’clock.

Mr. Summers, from the Committee on Credentials, reported that the
credentials of the following gentlemen from the States hercafter enumer-
ated, had been duly submitted and examined, and were approved by them
and approved as members of the Convention:

New York—William E. Dodge.

Tennessee—Samuel Milligan, Josiah M. Anderson, Robert .. Caruthers,
Thomas Martin, Isaac R. Hawkinsg, R. J. McKinney, Alvin Cullom, Wm.
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P. Hickerson, George W. Jones, I'. K. Zollicoffer, William II. Stephens,
A. O. W. Totten.

Illinois—John Wood, Stephen T. Logan, John M. Palmer, Burton C.
Cook, Thomas J. Turner.

Which report was accepted.

Mr. Wickliffe, from the Committee on Organization, offered the following
resolution :

Resolved, That the Secretary procure for the use of the Convention the necessary stationery;
and also provide for such printing as may be ordered. That the Journal up to and including
this day’s proceedings, as well as the Ruleg, be printed for the use of the members.

Which was passed.

The President appointed the following gentlemen members of the com-
mittee on Mr. Guthrie’s resolution of yesterday :

New Hampshire, Asa I'u“ler- Vermont, Hiland Iall; Rhode Island and
Providence Pluntations, Samuel Amm Connecticut, Luno S. Buldwin; New
Jersey, _I_’Ltor D. Vroom; Pennsylr (.'?m{ Thomas W h]te Delmware, Daniol
M. Bates; North G:zo(z;err Thomas Rutfin; Kentucky, Jmneq Guthrie; Ohio,
Thomas Iu\\m},»; ]Hda.aua., Caleb B. Smith; flineiss, Stephen T, Logan;
lowa, James Iarlan; Maryland, Reverdy Johnson; Virginia, James A.
Seddon.

Mr. Wickliffe, from the Committee on Organization, reported tho fol-
lowing :

20th Rule. That nothing spoken in the Convention be printed or otherwise published or com-
municated without leave.

Which was agreed to.

Convention then adjourned.

Wasuinaron Crry, February 8, 1861.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

President Tyler in the chair.

Tla Convention was opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Butler.

hie journal of yesterday was read, amended, and approved.

Mr, Summers, from the Committee on Credentials, made re eport that the
credentials of the gentlemen hereafter named, and from the States desig-
nated, had been duly submitted, examined, and approved as members of
the Convention:

Massachusetts —John 7. Goodrich, John M. Forbes, Richard P. Waters,
Theophilus P, Chandler, Francis B. Crowninshicld, George S. Boutwell,
Charles Allen.

New York avid Dudley ield, W'Jl' iam Curtis Noyes, James S. Wads-
worth, James C. Smith, Amaziah B. James, Erastus Corning, Addison
Gar(lmer Grreene C. Bronson, John A. King, John K. Wool.

“oalter, Alexander M. Doniphan, Waldo P. Johnson,
Avlott H Bmlmer Hatma(m Hough.

The President a],pmnt(,d the followi ing additional members of the com-
mittee on Mr. Guthric's resolution: A. M. Domplmn of Missouri; F. K.
Zollicofler, of Tennessee; David Dudley Field, of New York.

Mr. Guthrie, of ]u,ntlldsy informed the Convention that the committee
of which he was c¢hairman could not malke report this day, according to
order, and asked farther time.

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, moved that the committee have until Mon-
day noxt to report. That delegates who should arrive from States not
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heretofore reported, might present their credentials to the commiltee
thercon, and, being accepted, might select and report a member of Mr.
Guthrie’s committee through the Secretary to said committee; which mo-
tion was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Ellis, of Indiana, it was

Ordered, That for the purpose of relieving the Doorkeeper from embarrassment, the President
be requested to issue cards of admission to the members and officers of this Convention.

Mr. Hitcheock, of Ohio, asked of the President his interpretation of the
rule of the Convention, heretotore adopted, in regard to the degree of
secrecy requirved.

The President informed the Convention that, by his interpretation of
the rules, nothing which was said or done in the Convention, in reference
to any subject before it, could be spoken of, or divulged to, any but meio-
bers.

Adjourned to Saturday, at 12 o’clock.

WasniNaron Crry, February 9, 1861,

Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

President Tyler in the chair.

The Convention was opened by prayer from the Rev. Dr. Bullock, of
Kentucky.

The journal of yesterday was read, amended, and approved.

Mr. Bummers, from the Committce on Credentials, reported that the
credentials from the gentlemen hercafter named had been duly submitted
to them, examined, and approved, and they were reported by said com-
mittee as delegates from the States designafed, viz:

Maine—William P, Fessenden, Lot M. Morrell, Danicl E. Somes, John
J. Perry, Ezra B. French, Freeman 1T, Morse, Stephen Coburn, Stephen C.
Foster.

The following gentlemen were announced as additional members of the
committee on Mr. Guthric’s resolution :

Francis B. Crowninshield, Massachusctts.

Lot M. Morrell, Maine.

Mr. Tuck, of New Hampshire, offered for consideration certain rosolu-
tions; which were read, and referred to the Committee on Resolutions.

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, presented certain resolutions from Connecticut,
and moved their reference to the Committee on Resolutions ; which was
agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Randolph, the Secretary was authorized to publish
and furnish, for the use of members, a list of delegates to, and officers
of, this Convention.

Convention adjourned until Monday, at 12 o'clock.

Wasninaron Ciry, February 11, 1861,
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
President Tyler in the chair.
The Convention was opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Gurley.

The journal of proceedings of Saturday was read, amended, and
approved.
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Mr. Guthrie, from the Committee on Resolutions, asked for further time
to made report; which was given.

Mr. Guthrie, from the same committee, to whom were referred certain
resolutions from Connecticut, made the following report:

The committee to whom were referred certain resolutions of the Democratic party of the
State ot Counceticut, report that, in the opinion of the comumnittee, it is inexpedient for this Con-
vention to act upon any resolution purperting to emanate from any political party whatever, and
that the mamber of the Convention by whom the same were presented have leave to withdraw
the same.

The President announced to the Convention that cards of admission for
the members of the Convention upon the floor of the House oft Represent-
atives had been sent to him by the Door-keeper, and which the Sceretary
would deliver to the members who would call for them,

On motion of Mr. Chase, it was resolved that any propositions or reso-
lutions which any member desired to have considered, and which under
the rule passed to the Committee on Resolutions and Propositions, might
be presented to said committes through the Seerctary, without being pre-
gented in Convention.

Convention adjourned until Wednesday next, 12 o’clock.

Wasuixarox Crry, February 13, 1861,

The Convention met pursnant to adjoarnment.

President Tyler in the chair,

The Convention was opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Edwards.

The journal of Monday was read, amended, and approved.

Mr. Guthrie, from the Commmittece on Resolutions and Propositions,
asked until Friday to make report.

Agreed to. .

Mr. Seddon, of Virginia, asked permission of the Convention to com-
municate to the authorities of Virginia the state of proceedings in Con-
vention and Committee.

Mr. Barringer, of North Carolina, offered the following:

Resolved, That the Commissioners of any State represented in this Convention, upon their
joint application, have leave to communicate to the Legislature, Governor, or Convention of said
State, tie proceedings of this body, or so much thereof as they may deem expedient.

Which being seconded and accepted by Mr. Seddon,

Mr. Frelinghuysen, of New Jersey, moved to amend said resolution by
adding thereto:

But not to communicate what has transpired in the Committee, before said Committee has re-
ported to the Couvention.

On motion of Mr. Seddon, the amendment and the resolution were laid
on the table, subject to call after Ifriday.

Convention adjourned to Friday, 12 o'clock.

WasmineroN Ciry, February 14th, 1861,
The Convention met in special session, pursuant to the call of the Presi-
dent.
The proceedings were opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Tlall.
The follgwing letter from the Seerctary, Cralts J. Wright, was rcad, and
oridered to be entered upon the minutes:
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WiLrarps® Horen, WasHineTon Ciry,
February 13th, 1c61.
Hon. Joux TyLer, President of Conference Convention:
b, Dear Sir: I grieve to communicate to vou the faot that the delegate from Ohio to this Con-

ference Convention, the Hon. John C. Wr?ght., departed this life this day, the 13th of Feln wiry,
at halt“past one o’clock, ‘

Judge Wright came to this Convention with a heart filled with fear for the safety of the Union.
Thouzheat an advanced age, and nearly blind, he was filled with an earnest desire to add his
efforts to that of others of the Conveution called by the Stite of Virginia, and seek to agree on
some neasures, honorable to each and all, to effect the object.  Since the wrival of my lather in
Washington, he has been constant in his efforts to effect the end in view, and he has had his heard
cheercd with the beliet that the ohject would be accomplished.  Almost the last words he uttered
. Were, that he believed the Union would be preserved.  He desired me to say, if the Union was
saved, he would die content. He called mie to read to him at twelve o’clock, the sections in the
Constiturion in regard to counting the votes, and this request, and this reading, teiminated his
knowledge on earth.

In this desire of my father to do what he could, he pressed me to accompany him on acecount
of his blindness. Since the Convention honored me with the appointment of Secretary, he re-
quired of me a promise that I would not leave the position. When I read the section of the
Constitution to him, he required me then to leave him for the Convention. Whutever my per-
sonal feelings may be, I deem the pledge made sacred. I therefore usk that I may lave leave
of abseuce, until I carry the remains home to Ohio and return to my duty.

Respectfully, CRAFTS J. WRIGIHT.

P.S.—IJ. Henry Puleston will act for me in my absence.

The President informed the Convention that the request of the Seeretary
had been complied with.

The President asked what action the Convention proposed to tako on
the subject for which they had been specially assembled.

The Hon. Salmon P, Chase, ot” Ohio, then said :

Mr. President, since we assembled yesterday in this Hall it has pleased God to remove one of
our number from all participition in the concerns of earth. It is my painful duty o snusunce
to the Convention thut Joux C. Whrignr, cne of the Commissioners from Ohio, i3 nu 1mnore.
Full of years, honored by the confidence of the people, vich in large expericnce and ripened
wisdom, and devoted in all his affeciions and all his powers to his country, and his whole coun-
try, he has been called from our midst at the very moment when the prudence and patriotisin of
his counsels seemed most needed. Such are the mysterious witys of Divine Providenee !

Judge Wright was born in Wethersticld, Counecticut, on the 10th of August, 17cd. The
death of his parents made him an orphan iu infaney; and he had little to depend upon in youth
and early manhood, save his own energies and God’s blessing. i

He wus muarried, while young, to a duaghter of Thomas Collier, of Litchfield, and for several
years after resided at Troy, New York.

When about twenty-six years oid, he removed to Steubenville, in Ohio, where he commenced
the practice of the law, and rapidly rose to dissinction in the protession.

In 1222, he was elected a Representative in Congress, where he became the associate and
friend of Clay and of Webster, and proved himseif, on many occasions, worthy of their assoeia-
tion and friendship.

Alter serving several terms in Congress, he was elected a Judge of the Supreme Court of Ohio,
and, in 1834, removed from Steubeuville to the city of Cinciunati. Resigning his scat soon
afterwards, he resumed the labors of the bar, and ever zealous for the improvement and elevation
of the profession, established, in association with others, the Cincinnati law school.

In 1840, upon the dying request of Cuarles Hammwond, the veteran editor of the Cincinnati
Gazette, Judge Wright assumed the editorial control of that journal, and reained that pozition
until impaired vision, in 1853, admonished him of the necessity of withdrawing from lubors too
Bevere.

Thenceforward engaged in moderate labors, surrounded by affectionate relatives, enjoying the
respect and confidence of his fellow-citizens, and manifesting always the liveliest concen in
whatever related to the welfare and honor of his Stute and his country, he lived in tranquil retire-
ment, until called by the Governor ot Ohio, with the approbativn ol the Senate, to tuke Pt in
the deliberations of this Conterence Convention.

It was buta Jjust tribute, sir, to his honored age, illustrated by abilities, by virtues, and by
services, that he was unanimously selected s its temporavy presidcnt.  His interest in the great
purpose of our assembiing was profound and earnest.  His labors to promote an auspicious result
of its deliberations were active and constant.  Aud when fatal d.sease assailed lis life, and his
%nfeebled powers yielded to its virulence, his last utterances were of the Constitution and the

nion.



32 PEACE CONFERENCE REPORT.

Mr. President, Judge Weight was my friend. His approval cheered and encouraged my own
humble laboss in the service of the State.  Pardon me if I mingle private with public grief. He
has gone from his last great labor. He was not permitted to witness, upon earch, the result of
the missicn unon which he and his associates, who here mourn his loss, were sent.  God grant,
sir, that i6 may fulfill his wish! God grant that the clouds which now darken over us may
speedily disperse, and that through generous counsels and patriotic lnbors, guided by that good
Providence which directed our futhers in its original formation, the Union of our States may be
more than ever firmly cemented and established.

Mr. President, 1 offer the following resolutions :

Resolved, That in the death of our late venerable colleague, the Hon. John C. Wright, we
monrn the Joss, to the State of Olie, and to the nation at large, of one of our most sagacious
statesmen and distinguished patriots; dnd to the cause of Union and conciliation, one of its most
illu~trious supporters.

Resolved, That while we deplore with saddened hearts the affliction with which an Allwise
Providence has visited us, we know that no transition from life to immortality could have been
more grateful to him who has fallen than this, in which his life hus been offered a willing sacrifice
in an effort to restore harmony to Lis distracted country.

Resolvd, That the members of this Convention tender their heartfelt sympathies to the family
of the deceased in this their great aflliction.

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread upon the records of this body, and a copy of the
same be transmitted to the family of the deceased.

The Ton. Charles A. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of
the resolutions, and said :

Mr. President, I rise to tender my most cordial sanction and sccond to the resolutions which
have just been read.

Mr. Wright and myself entered the councils of this nation thirty-seven yearsago. We served
together during a period when party excitement ran high upon questions more of a personal than
a constitutional character. I can Dear witness not only to his ability, bat to his personal integ-
vity, and his purity of political action through our term of service in the House of Representa-
tives. 1 have seldom wet him since we separated at the termination of his service and mine in
that bedy, which oceurred at pretty near the same period; but whenever I have met him, I have
found him the same stern advocate of the Union, and of constitutional liberty. I rejoiced,
therefore, when I found him in this hall on the day we first assembled here. 1 knew his conser-
vative disposition and principles, and I promised myself that with his aid I could be more useful
to my country and to my State than without him. In conversing with him upon the difliculties
which now divide and distract our common country, I found him ready and willine, conscientiously
and patriotically, to do that which I thought that portion of the country which I represent has a
right to demand and expect of those who represent a different portion of our Union. Andif my
friend from Ohio, (Mr. Chase,) and his colleagues will permit me to mingle my sorrow at the
public loss, I will say nothing of theprivate bereavement of the fumily of our deceased colleague.
Ileave him to his country, and to you, with this testimony which I leave to his memory—his
honesty of purpose and his patriotic love of country

The Hon. A. W. Loomis, of Pennsylvania, said:

Mr. President, I desire to mingle my sincere regrets with those of the members of this assem-
blage at the sad and unexpected occurrence which deprived us of an able, experienced, and
patriotic associate. My relations with the deceased were, for muny years, probably more intimate
than those which existed between him and any other member of this Convention. Forty years
have elapsed since I first made his acquaintance. He was then in full, active, and extensive
practice; a learned lawyer, an accomplished, skillful, and successful advocate. During the
gucceeding year I came to the bar, and resided and practiced in the same judicial cireuit with
our departed friend. For many years the most kind and intimate relations existed between us,
gometimes colleagues, but usually opponents. So kind and genial was his nature, so fair and
liberal his practice, that during our entire intercourse not an unkind word was uttered, and, so
far as [ know or believe, not an unpleasant feeling existed in the bosom of either.

Though not gifted with the highest order of eloquence, he was clear, distinct, and persuasive.
His style of speaking resembled not the babbling brook or the dashing cataract, but usually the
limpid stream, gliding gracefully amid fields and fruits and flowers, though sometimes assuming
the power and proportions of the majestic river, cutting its sure and certain way to the mighty
ecenn.

His professional position, his kindness of heart, and genial humor, made him an object of high
respect and warm regard among his professional brethren. And now, sir, as memory passes in
review the happy hours and pleasant incidents which marked our social and professional inter-
course, the smitten heart shrinks in sadness and sorrow from the contemplation of our bereave-
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ment. IMe adorned, sir, the bar, the bench, and the halls of legislation. He discharged, in all
the relations of life, his obligations with fidelity. Of him it might be truly said:

His life hath flowed a sacred stream,in whose calm depth
The beautiful and pure alone are mirrored;

‘Which, though shapes of ill may hover o’er the surface,
Glides in light, and takes no shadows from them.

But, sir, the great crowning virtue and glory of his life was his acceptance of the mission
which brought him here. Though whitened by the frosts of nearly eighty winters, neither lofty
mountains nor intervening space eould restrain his patriotic heart from a prompt response to the
call of his country to mingle his influence in a sincere and sacred effort to save the Constitution
and perpetuate the Union. He accepted the great trust; he mingled in our deliberations, and
has fullen in the discharge of his duty. He has justly earned a title to the gratitude and respect
of his country. May we not, sir, fondly hope that he, who was called from the discharge of such
duties to the presence of his God, has passed from the sorrows of earth to the happiness of
Heaven, and to the full fruition of joys pure, perfect, and eleraal ?

The Hon. Thomas L. Ewing, of Ohio, said:

I rise to bear my tribute of respect to the memory of the deceased. I have known him long
On my first entrance into active life, the bar, I found him an able and distinguished member’
Since that time down to the present day, he has heen largely associated, in mind and person,’
with all the acts and progress, professional and political, of my life. I feel his loss intensely;
and I feel it with more regret, because I know that on this occasion his voice would have been
potential in our counsels, and would have been united with all of us, who labor most earnestly
for the preservation of the Union.

I tender my sympathies to the family of the deceased. T unite with them in their regrets, and
in their hopes of the happy future to which he may have attained.

The ITon. William C. Rives, of Virginia, said:

Though wholly unprepared to say anything worthy of the solemnity of this occasion, I fee
that I should be wanting, gir, in that sentiment of respect which is due to the character of a
distinguished citizen, if I were not to add to what has been so eloquently spoken by others a few
words of personal recollection in regard to our deceased friend, Judge Wright. It so happened
that we entered the public councils of the country at the same moment, and continued
in them for the same period of time. It is mow just thirty-seven years since I had the
pleasure of meeting Judge Wrigh:, for the first time, in the House of Representatives of the
United States. I may be permitted to say, that there were giants in those days. My honorable
friend from Kentucky, (Governor Wickliffe,) who has already so feelingly addressed the Con-
vention, will recollect that on the roll of the House of Representatives at that time stood the
names of Webster and Everett, of Gakley and of Storrs, of Sergeant and of Hemphill, of Lewis
McLane, of the immortal Clay, and Barbour, and Randall, and other gentlemen known to fame,
from the State which I have the honor to represent in this body, and Livingston, of Louisiana,
McDuffie, and Hamilton, of South Carolina, and other gentlemen who, on the spur of the ocea-
sion, I am not now akle to recall, but whose names will forever shine upon the rolls of their
couniry’s glory. And yet in that body Judge Wright, then in the maturity of his powers, though
not previously known to the nation, vindicated an equal rank in debate with those gentlemen
whose names I have mentioned. Sir, I shall never forget with what earnestness, with what man-
liness, with what integrity, with what ability, he ever uttered his convictions of public duty,
whatever they were, in that consecrated hall.

After remaining there, I think, for six years, he retired to his own State for the purpose of
assuming the duties of a highly important and dignified office, which was soon followed by his
retirement into the bosom of private life, where he met a rich and ample solace for the storms of
his public career. He was followed there by the respect of his fellow-citizens throughout the
country, and the confidence of his own State, as we have recently seen, by his being called from
that honorable retirement to take part in the grave and solemn duties of this assemblv. Sir, he
came among us in obedience to the solemn call of patriotic duty, at a most exigent and distress-
ing period in our national annals. He came here on an errand of peace, in the spirit of peace
and conciliation. Such was the feeling entertained towards him by the whole of this assembly,
that without the slightest preconcert, so far as I know, he was invited by general consent to preside
during the preliminary stages of the organization of this Convention. I had the opportunity,
from time to time, of private conversation with the aged statesman. I found no member of the
assembly [ met here—and, indeed, I have found nowhere any citizen of this wide Republic of
ours--whose heart was more deeply imbued with the spirit of conciliation and of peace, of that spirit
whicn was so solemnly and impressively uttered in his last prayer, “ May the Union be pre-
served.”” Sir, it is not given to mortal mn to choose the manner of his death; but if such were
the privilege accorded to any human being, what more glorious end could he,appreciating a true
fame, covet than that which has been the lot of our departed friend ! Sir, I speak what I feel,
and I dare say I express a sentiment which has impressed itself upon many other bosoms in this

9
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assembly, when I say thathis sudden death in the midst of our deliberations, secmsto me to exalt—
in some degree, to canonize—our labors. This visible manifestation of the hand of God among
us brings us in the immediate presence of those solemn responsibilities which attach themselves
to the discharge of our duties here. I doubt not that every member of this assembly is already
deeply impreszed with the solemnity of those duties, and I feel convinced that there are few, it
any, in this assembly, who would not lay down their fleeting and feverish existence, and follow
our deceased brother to his final account, if by doing so they could restore peace and harmony to
this glorious Republic of ours.

It does not become me to make any professions of devotion to my country—to my whole
country ! But this I will say, in the spirit of the last prayer of nry friend, that I should regard
my poor life, such as it is, a cheap purchase—the eheapest imaginable purchaze—for that great
boon to our country, the restoration of its peace, of its harmony, of its unity, of its ancient con-
federated strength and glory.

The question was taken, and the resolutions were nnanimously adopted.
The body of Mr. \erht was then brought into the hall, preceded by
the Rev. Dr. Hall, who read the impressive Tfuneral service of the B Lpisco-
pal Church. A number of the members of the family, and of the friends
of the deccased, were present during the services. The funeral cortege
proceeded from ‘the hall to the depot ‘of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad

The following gentlemen acted as pall-bearers on the oceasion:

Mr. EWING, . Mr. CHASE,

Mer. HITCHCOCK, Mr. LOOMIS,

Mr. BACKUS, Mr. GROESBECK,
Mr. WOLCOTT, Mgr. STANTON,
Mer. SHERMAN, Mr. HARLAN,
Mr. VINTON, Mr. GURLEY.

By resolution of the Committee, the proeeedings were reported in full,
and ordered to be print-ed

"FL\TERAL SERVILL:: Oj' IIO\' JOH'\T C. \le.lbrl[l‘

CixcINwATI, February 17, 1861,
The funeral of the late Jud%c Wright was very largely attended yesterday aitunoon from his resi-
dence on west Sixth street he funeral service of tho Episcopal Church was read by Rev. Dr. Gr vun—
leaf, Rector of St. Paul’s, of which the deceased was a member. The remains were incloged in
double mahogany coffin, on the lid of which was a silver plate with the inscription @

“JOHN C, WRIGHT,
Borx Aug, 10, 1784,
Diep Feb, 13, 1861,

In consequcnc~ of the large attendance the coffin was placed on the payvement in front of the resi-

ence, and the members of the bar. railroad men, and citizens, formed in procession, passed by and
took a last look at the face with which they had been so long familiar, 'lhe coffin,covered with a black
velvet pall, was placed in a hearse and conveyed to the dr-put of the Cineinnati, ﬁamllton and Dayton
Railroad, followed by carriages with relations and friends. The pall-bearers were :

NICHOLAS LO‘\T(;WORTII Esq., Jupce ESTER,

Ju D{-I' LEVITT . Jrree STORER,

CHARLES STET ‘%0\ Esq., CHARLES FOX. Esq.,
ADAM RIDDLE. E- E. S, HAINES, Kz

Y. WURTH[\{JI‘O\ qu i GEORGE CARle(LL, Esq.,

JOHN P. FOOTE, Esq.

Avrived at the depot, the remains were placed in the front car of a speeial train of nine ears, in
charge of Mr. Potter, conduetor. The train moved to the sacred resting place of the dead, slowly, as
became the solemnity of the oecasion. Another hearse and ecarriages had been pwvuled at tho
grounds, and the procession wound 1t~s way through the avenues tow .u{ls the vault, where the services
were concluded, and with the words, * earth 1o earth, dust to dust,” were cummlttcd to the tomb all
that was earthly of him who was so honored in life and lamented in death.

FURTUER OF THE ILLNESS AND DEATH OF JUDGE WRIGHT.

Dr. Miller. of Washington, the physician in attendance upon Hon. John C, Wright during his last
illness in that place, states that Mr. Wright had been laboring under chronje bronchitis for many
yoears; that he hzul taken eold, which terminated in effusion i in the lungs. and that he was unable to
thruw off the fluid which u.ccumuhtt,d on account of paralysis of the lungs, The result was suffoea-

Judge Wright was entively conscious to within a few hours of his death. At ten o’clock Wednesday
morning last, he received a letter from his wife, and, it having been read to him. he struggled to sit up
to reply to it, "but found himself unable to do s0. At cloven o’cloe +k,secming rev ived, he ealled upon his
son to bring and read to him the F ederal Constitution, and re pe.lted that part pertaining to the count-
ing of the votes for President and Viee President. in the per‘furmance of tﬁc duty under which he sup-
}msul the two houses of Congress to be then engaged, At twelve o’clock he urged his snn. with other

rends, to leave him for the Convention, and at the same time exacted a promise from his son, that, if
ho should ba compelled toattend his b »dy home, he would at onee roturn and resume his duties as See-
retary of the Convention.—Cincinnats Gazette,
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WasniNnaroN Crry, February 15, 1861.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

President Tyler in the chair.

The Convention was opened with prayer by Rev. Mr. Renner.

The journals of the 13th and the special session of the 14th were rcad
and approved.

The President laid before the Convention a communication from Horatio
Stonc, extending an invitation to members of the Convention to visit his
studio ; which was read, and laid on the table. ‘

The President presented to the Convention a resolution of the House of
Representatives, tendering admission to the floor of the House to members
of the Convention ; in accordance with which cards of admission had been
sent.

The President also presented a letter from J. E. Sands, proffering to the
Convention some flags with historical reminiscences, to be placed in this
hall during its session; which was read, and laid on the table.

Also a communication from Horatio G. Warner, which was received, and
laid on the table.

Mr. Summers, from the Committec on Credentials, presented a telegraph
dispatch from the Governor of Ohio, appointing C. P. Wolcott a commis-
sioner in the place of John C. Wright, deceased.

Mr. Wolcott’s name was entered on the list of members.

Mr. Oxrth, of Indiana, offered the following resolutions:

Resolved, That rules sixteen (16) and eighteen (18) of this Convention be, and the same are
hereby, rescinded.

Resolved, That the President is hereby authorized to grant eards of admission to reporters of
the press not exceeding in number, which shall entitle them to seats on the floor of the
Convention, for the purpose of reporting its proceedings.

Resolved, That no person be admitted to the floor of this Convention, except the members,
officers, or reporters.

After discussion by Messrs. Wickliffe and Orth, on motion of Mr. Ran-
dolph, the resolutions were laid on the table.

Mr. Guthrie, from the Committee of one from each State, made a report,
and submitted the following proposed amendments of the Constitution :

ArticLE 1. In all the territory of the United States, not embraced within the limits of the
Cherokee treaty grant, north of a line from east to west, on the parallel of 36 degrees 30 min-
utes, north latitude, involuntary servitude, except in punishment of crime, is prohibited whilst
it shall be under a "Territorial government; and in all the territory south of said line, the status of
persons owing service or labor as it now exists shall not be changed by law while such territory
shall be under a Territorial government ; and neither Congress nor the Territorial government
ghall have power to hinder or prevent the taking to said territory of persons held to labor or in-
voluntary service, within the United States, according to the laws or usages of the State from
which such persons may be taken, nor to impair the rights arising out of said relations, which
shall be subject to judicial cognizance in the federal courts, according to the common law; and
when any territory north or south of said line, within such boundary as Congress may prescribe,
ghall contain a population required for a member of Congress, according to the then federal
ratio of representation, it shall, if its form of government be republican, be admitted into the
Union on an equal footing with the original States, with or without involuntary service or labor,
as the constitution of such new State may provide. ’

ArticLe 2. Territory shall not be acquired by the United States, unless by treaty; nor, except
for naval and commercial stations and depots, unless such treaty shall be ratified by four fifths
of all members of the Senate.

ArticLe 3. Neither the Constitution, nor any amendment thereof, shall be construed to give
Congress power to regulate, abolish, or control, within any State or Territory of the United
States, the relation established or recognized by the laws thereof touching persons bound to
labor or involuntary service therein, nor to interfere with or abolish involuntary service in the
District of Columbia without the consent of Maryland and without the consent of the owners,
or making the owners who do not consent just compensation; nor the power to interfere with.or
prohibit Representatives and others from bringing with them to the city of Washington, retain-
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ing, and taking away, persons so bound to labor; nor the power to interfere with or abolish
involuntary service in ptaces under the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States within those
8tates and Territories where the same is established or recognized; nor the power to prohibit
the removal or transpertation, by land, sea, or river, of persons held to labor or involuntary ser-
vice in any State or Territory of the United States to any other State or Territory thereof where
it is established or recognized by law or usage; and the right during transportation of touching
at ports, shores, and landings, and of landing in case of distress, ghall exist. Norshall Congress
have power to authorize any higher rate of taxation on persons bound to labor than on land.

ArticLe 4. The third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of the Constitu-
tion shall not be construed to prevent any of the States, by appropriate legislation, and through
the action of their judicial and ministerial officers, from enforcing the delivery of fugitives from
labor to the person to whom such service or labor is due.

Articte 5. The foreign slave trade and the importation of slaves into the United States and
their Territories, from places beyond the present limits thereof, are forever prohibited.

Articre 6. The first, second, third, and fifth articles, together with this article, of these
amendments, and the third paragraph of the second section of the first article of the Constitu-
tion, and the third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article thereof, shall not be
amended or abolished without the consent of all the States.

ArricLe 7. Congress shall provide by law that the United States shall pay to the owner the
full value of his fugitive from labor, in all cases where the marshal or other officer, whose duty
it was to arrest such fugitive, was prevented from so doing by violence or intimidation, or when,
after arrest, such fugitive was rescued by force, and the owner thereby prevented and obstructed
in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of such fugitive.

Mr. Baldwin, from the same committee, submitted the following report .,

The undersigned, comprising a part of the minority of the committee of one from each State,
o whom was referred the consideration of the resolutions of the State of Virginia and the other
States represented, and all propositions for the adjustment of existing differences between the
States, with authority to report what they deem right, necessary, and proper to restore harmony
and preserve the Union, and report thereon, entered upon the duties of the commistes with an anx-
ious desire that they might be able to unite in the recommendation of some plan which, on due
deliberation, should seem best adapted to maintain the dignity and authority of the Government
of the United States, and, at the same time, secure to the people of every section that perfect
equality of right to which they are entitled.

Convened, as we are, on the invitation of the Governor of Virginia, in pursuance of the reso-
lutions of the General Assembly of that State, with an accompanying expression of the deliber-
ate opinion of that body that, unless the unhappy controversy which now divides the States shall
be satisfactorily adjusted, a permanent dissolution of the Union is inevitable; and, being earn-
estly desivous of an adjustment thereof, in concurrence with Virginia, in the spirit in which the
Constitution was originally formed, and consistently with its principles, so as to afford to the peo-
ple of all the States adequate security for all their rights, the attention of the undersigned was
necessarily led to the consideration of the extent and equality of our powers, and to the propri-
ety and expediency, under existing circumstances, of a recommendation by this Conference Con-
vention of any specific action by Congress, whether of ordinary legislation, or in reference to
eonstitutional amendments to be proposed by Congress on its own responsibility to the States.

A portion of the members of this Convention are delegated by the Legislatures of their
respective States, and are required to act under their supervision and control, while others are
the representatives only of the Executives of their States, and, having no opportunity of con-
sulting the immediate representatives of the people, can only act on their individual responsi-
bility.

Aﬁlong the resolutions and propositions suggesting modes of adjustment appropriate to this
occasion which were brought to the notice of the committee, were the resolutions of the State
of Kentucky recommending to her sister States to unite with her in an application to Congress
for the calling of a convention in the mode prescribed by the Constitution for proposing amend-
ments therefo.

The undersigned, for the reasons set forth in the accompanying resolution, and others which
bave been herein indicated, is of opinion that the mode of adjustment by a general convention,
as proposed by Kentucky, is the one which affords the best assurance of an adjustment accepta-
ble to the people of every section, as it will afford to all the States who may desire amendments
an epportunity of preparing them with care and deliberation, and in such form as they may deem
it expedient to prescribe, to be submitted to the consideration and deliberate action of delegates
duly chosen and invested with equal powers from all the States.

The undersigned did not, therefore, deem it expedient that any of the measures of adjustment
proposed by the majority of the committee should be reported to this body to be discussed or
acted upon by them, and he respectfully submits, as a substitute for the articles of amendment
to the Constitution, reported by the majority of the committee, the followiug preamble and reso-
lution, and respectfully recommends the adoption thereof.

ROGER S. BALDWIN.
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Wrereas, Unhappy differences exist which have alienated from each other portions of the peo-
ple of the United States to such an extent as seriously to disturb the peace of the nation, and
impair the regular and eflicient action of the Government within the sphere of its constitutional
powers and duties:

And whereag, the Legislature of the State of Kentucky has made application to Congress to
call a convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States:

And whereas, it is believed to be the opinion of the people of other States that amendments
to the Constitution are or may become necessary to secure to the people of the United States, of
every scction, the full and equal enjoyment of their rights and liberties, so far as the same may
depend for their security and protection on the powers granted to or withheld from the General
Government, in pursuance of the national purposes for which it was ordained and established:

And whereas, it may be expedient that such amendments as any of the States may desire to
have proposed, should be presented to the convention in such form as the respective States desir-
ing the same may deem proper:

This convention does, therefore, recommend to the several States to unite with Kentucky in
her application to Congress to call a convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution of
the United States, to be submitted to the Legislatures of the several States, or to conventions
therein, for ratification, as the one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by Con-
gress, in accordance with the provision in the fifth article of the Constitution.

Mr. Field, of New York, and Mr. Crowninshield, of Massachusetts, of

the same committee, stated that they had not concurred in the majority
report. :

Mr. Seddon, of Virginia, from the same committee, submitted the fol-
lowing report:

The undersigned, aeting on the recommendation of the commissioners from the State of Vir-
ginia, as a member of the committee appointed by this Convention to consider and recommend
propositions of adjustment, has not been so happy as to accord with the report submitted by the
majority ; and as he more widely dissents from the opinions entertained by the other dissenting
members, he feels constrained, in vindication of his position and opinions, to present on his part
this brief report, recommending, as a substitute for the report of the majority, a proposition sub-
joined. To this course he feels the more impelled, by deference to the resolutions of the Gen-
eral Assembly of his State, inviting the assemblage of this Convention, and suggesting a basis
of adjustment. These resolutions declare, that, ““in the opinion of the General Assembly of
Yirginia, the propositions embraced in the resolutions presented to the Senate of the United
States by the Hon. John J. Crittenden, so modified as that the first article proposed as an amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States, shall apply to all the territory of the United States
now held, or hereafter acquired, south of latitude 36 degrees 30 minutes, and provided that
slavery of the African race shall be effectually protected as property therein during the continu-
ance of the Territorial government, and the fourth article shall secure to the owners of slaves
the right of transit with their slaves between and through the non-slaveholding States or Terri-
tories, constiture the basis of such an adjustment of the unbappy controversy which now divides
the States of this confederacy, as would be accepted by the people of this Commonwealth.”

From this resolution, it is clear that the General Assembly, in its declarzd opinion of what
would be acceptable to the people of Virginia, not only required the Crittenden propositions as a
basis, but also held the modifications suggested in addition essential. In this the undersigned
fully concurs. But, in his opinion, the propositions reported by the majority do not give, but ma-
terially weaken, the Crittenden propositions themselves, and fail to accord the modifications sug-
gested. The undersigned, therefore, feels it his duty to submit and recommend, as a substitute,
the resolutions referred to, as proposed by the Hon. John J. Crittenden, with the incorporation of
the modifications suggested by Virginia explicitly expressed, and with some alterations on points
which, he is assured, would make them more acceptable to that State, and, as he hopes, to the
whole Union. The propositions submitted are appended, marked No. 1

The undersigned, while contenting himself in the spirit of the action taken by the Gemreral
Assembly of his State, with the proposal of that substitute for the majority report, would be
untrue to his own convictions, shared, as he believes, by the majority of the Commissioners from
Virginia, and to his sense of duty, if he did not emphatically declare, as his settled and deliberate
judgment, that for permanent safety in this Union to the slaveholding States, and the restoration
of integrity to the Union, and harmony and peace to the country, a guarantee of actual power in
the Constitution and in the working of the Government to the slaveholding and minority section,
is indispensable. How such guarantee might be most wisely contrived and judiciously adjusted
to the frame of the Government, the undersigned forbears now to inquire. He is not exclu-
sively addicted to any special plan, but believing that such guarantee might be adequately afford-
ed by a partition of power in the Senate between the two sections, and by a recognition that
ours is a Union of freedom and consent, not constraint and force, he respectfully submits, for
consideration by members of the Convention, the plan hereto appended, marked No. 2.
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Whether he shall feel bound to invoke the action of the Convention upon it, may depend om
the future manifestations of gentiment in this body.
All which is respectfully submitted.
JAMES A. SEDDON,

Fesruary 15, 1861. Conmmissioner from Va.

No. 1.
JOINT RESOLUTIONS proposing eertain amendments to the Constitution of the United States.

Whereas, Serieus and alarming dissensions have arisen between the Northern and Southern
States, concerning the rights and security of the rights of the slaveholding States, and especially
their rights in the common territory of the United States ; and whereas, it is eminently desirable
and proper that those dissensions, which now threaten the very existence of this Union, should
be permanently quieted and settled by constitutional provisions, which shall do equal justice to
all sections, and thereby restore to the people that peace and good will which cught to prevail
between all the citizens of the United States : therefore,

Resolved, by this Convention, that the following articles are hereby approved and submitted to
the Congress of the United States, with the request that they may, by the requisite constitutional
majority of two thirds, be recommended to the respective States of the Union, to be, when rati-
fied by conventions of three fourths of the States, valid and operative as amendments of the Con-
stitution of the Union.

AwrricrE 1. In all the territory of the United States now held, or hereafter acquired, situate
north of latitude thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes, slavery or involuntary servitude, except as
a punishment for crime, is prohibited, while such territory shall remain under territorial govern-
ment. In all the territory south of said line of latitude slavery of the African race is hereby
recognized as existing, and shall not be interfered with by Congress ; but hall be protected as
property by all the departments of the territorial government during its continuance ; and when
any territory north or south of said line, within such boundaries as Congress may prescribe, shall
contain the population requisite for a member of Congress, according to the then federal ratio of
representation of the people of the United States, it shall, if its form of government be repub-
lican, be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original States, with or without
slavery, as the constitution of such new State may provide.

ArticLE 2. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery in places under its exclusive jurig-
diction, and sitnate within the limits of States that perinit the holding of slaves.

ArricLe 3. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery within the District of Columbia,
g0 long as it exists in the adjoining States of Virginia and Maryland, or either, nor without the
consent of the free white inhabitants, nor without just compensation first made to such owners
of glavesas do not conseut to such abolishment. Nor shall Congress at any time prohibit officers
of the Federal Government, or members of Congress, whose duties require them to be in said
District, from bringing with them their slaves, and holding them as such during the time their
dutics may require them to remain there, and afterwards taking them from the District.

ArzicLe 4. Congress shall have no power to prohibit or hinder the transportation of slaves
from cne State to another, or to a Territory in which slaves are by law permitted to be held,
whether that transportation be by land, navigable rivers, or by the sea. And if such transpor-
fation be by sea, the slaves shall be protected as property by the Federal Government. And the
right of transit by the owners with their slaves, in passing to ov from one slaveholding State or
Territory to another, between and through the non-slaveholding States and Territories, shall be
protected. And in imposing direct taxes pursuant to the Constitution, Congress shall have no
power to impose on slaves a higher rate of tax than on land, according to their just value.

Arrticr 5. That, in addition to the provisions of the third paragraph of the second section of
the fourth article of the Constitution of the United States, Congress shall provide by law, that
the United States shall pay to the owner who shall apply for it, the full value of his fugitive
glave, in all cases, when the marshal, or other officer, whose duty it was to arrest said fugitive,
was prevented from so doing by violence or intimidation, or when, after arrest, said fugitive was
rescucd by force, and the owner thereby prevented and obstructed in the pursuit of his remedy
for the recovery of his fugitive slave, under the said clause of the Constitution and the laws
made in pursuance thereof. And in all such cases, when the United States shall pay for such
fugitive, they shall reimburse themselves by imposing and collecting o tax on the county or city
in which eaid violence, intimidation, or rescue was committed, equal in amount to the sum paid
bv them, with the addition of interest and the costs of collection; and the said county or city,
after it has paid said amount to the United States, may, for its indemnity, sue and recover from
the wrong-doers, or rescuers, by whom the owner was prevented from the recovery of his fugitive
glave, in like manner as the owner himself might have sued and recovered

ArticLe 6. No future amendment of the Constitution shall affect the five preceding articles,
nor the third paragraph of the second section of the first article of the Consiitution, nor the
third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of said Censtitution, and no amend-
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ment ¢hall be made to the Constitution which will authorize or give to Congress any power to
abolish or interfere with slavery in any of the States by whose laws it is or may be allowed or
permitted.

Articre 7. Sec. 1. The elective franchise and the right to hold office, whether federal, State,
territorial, or municipal, shall not be exercised by persons who are, in whole or in part, of the
African race.

And whereas, alzo, besides those causes of dissension embraced in the foregoing amendments
proposed to the Constitution of the United States, there are others which come within the juris-
diction of Congress, and may be remedied by its legislative power; and whereas, it is the desire
of this Convention, as far as its influence may extend, to remove all just cause for the popular
dizcentent and agitation which now disturh the peace of the country, and threaten the stability
of its institutions: therefore,

1. Resolved, That the laws now in force for the recovery of fugitive slaves are in strict pur-
suance of the plain and mandatory provisions of the Constitution, and have been sanctioned as
valid and constitutional by the judgment of the Supreme Court of the United States; that the
slaveholding States are entitled to the faithful observance and execution of those laws, and that
they ouglit not to be repealed or so modified or changed as to impair their efficiency; and that
laws ought to be-made for the punishment of those who attempt, by rescue of the slave or other
illegal means, to hinder or defeat the due execution of said laws.

2. That all State laws which couflict with the fugitive slave acts, or any other constitutional
acts of Congress, or which in their operation impede, hinder, or delay the free course and due
execution of any of said acts, are null and void by the plain provisions of the Constitution of
the United States. Vet those State laws, void as they are, have given color to practices, and
led to consequences which have obstructed the due administration and execution of acts of Con-
eress, and especially the acts for the delivery of fugitive slaves, and have thereby contributed
much to the discord and commotion now prevailing. This Convention, therefore, in the present
perilous juncture, does not deem it improper, respectfully and earnestly, to recommend the repeal
of those laws to the several States which have enacted them, or such legislative corrections or
explanations of them as may prevent their being used or perverted to such mischievous purposes.

3. That theact ot the eighteenth of September, cighteen hunded and fifty, commonly ealled the
fogitive slave law, ought to be so amended as to make the fee of the commissioner, mentioned
in the eighth section of the act, equal in amount, in the cases decided by him, whether his
decision be in favor of or against the claimant. And to avoid misconstruction, the last clause
of the fifth section of said act, which authorizes the person holding a warrant for the arrest or
detention of a fugitive slave to summon to his aid the posse comitatus, and which declares it to
be the duty of all good citizens to assist him in its execution, ought to be so amenced as to
expressly limit the authority and duty to eases in which there shall be resistance, or danger of
resizfance or rescue.

4. That the laws for the suppression of the African slave trade, and especially those prohibit-
ing the importation of slaves into the United States, ought to be made effectual, and ought te
ke thoroughly executed, and all further enactments necessary to those ends eught to be promptly
made.

No. 2.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS BY MR. SEDDON.

To secure concert and promote harmony between the slaveholding and non-slaveholding seec-
tions of the Union, the assent of the mujority of the Senators from the slaveholding States, and
of the majority of the Senators from the non-slaveholding States, shall be requisite to the valid-
ity of all action of the Senate, on which the ayes and noes may be called by five Senators.

Aud on a written declhiration, signed and presented for record on the journal of the Senate
by a m jority of the Senators from either the non-slaveholding or slaveholding States, of their
want of confidence in any officer or appointee of the Executive, exercising funetions exclusively
or eontinuously within the class of States, or any of them, which the signers represent, then such
officer shall be removed by the Executive; and if not removed at the expiration of ten days
from the presentation of such declaration, the office shall be deemed vacant, and open to new
appointment.

The connection of every State with the Union is recognized as depending on the continuing
assent of its people, and compulsion shall in no case, nor under any form, be attempted by the
government of the Union against a Stute acting in its collective or organic capacity. Any State,
Ly the action of a convention of its people, assembled pursuant to a law of its Legislature, is
hold entitled to dissolve its relation to the Federal Government, and withdraw from the Union;
and, on due notice given of such withdrawal to the Executive of the Union, he shall appoint
two commissioners, to meet two commissioners to be appointed by the Governor of the State,
who, with the aid, if needed from the disagreement of the commissicners, of an umpire, to le
selected by a majority of them, shall equitably adjudicate and determine finally a partition of the
rights and ebligations of the withdrawing State; and such adjudication and partition beirg
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accomplished, the withdrawal of such State shall be recognized by the Executive, and announced
by public proclamation to the world.

But such withdrawing State shall not afterwards be re-admitted into the Union without the
assent ef two thirds of the States constituting the Union at the time eof the proposed re-admis-
/1011.

Mr. Coalter, of Missouri, stated the basis of the action of that State.

My, Wickliffe, of Kentucky, moved the printing of the reports, and that
they be made the order of the day for to-morrow, at 12 o'clock; which,
after discussion, was adopted.

Mr. Chase, of Ohio, moved the printing of all resolutions of the several

States in relation to the subjects before this Convention; which was
ordered.

Mr. Wickliffe offered the following preamble and resolutions:

The second section of the 4th article of the Constitution of the United States declares, *that
no person held to service or labor in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping into another,
shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labor,
but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due.”

This clause is one of the compromises without which no Constitution would hare been adopt-
ed. It wasa guarantee to the States, in which such labor and service existed by law, that their
rights should be respected and regarded by all the States; and it is not within the competency
of any State to disregard the oblig gations it imposes, or to render it valueless by legislative
enactments. And whele.1~,, the House of Representatives of the United States did, on the
of February, by unanimous vote, declare that neither the Congress of the United Stf\teq, nor the
people or government of any non-slaveholding State, has the constitutional right to legislate.
upon, or to interfere with, slavery in any slaveholding State in the Union.

This declaration is regarded by this Convention as an admission that the statutes of those
States, passed for the purpose of defeating the provision of the Constitution aforesaid, and the
laws of Congress made to enforce the just “and proper execution of this constitutional guarantee,
are in violation of the supreme law of the land.

The provisions of the statutes in many of the non-slaveholding States, commonly known
and called “personal liberty bills,”” amount in their consequences to a practical nullifieation of
the acts of Congress of February 12th, 1793, and September 18th, 1850, and are in violation of’
the 2d section of the 4th article of the Constitution, as before stated. That the spirit of those
statutes appears to be repugnant to the principles of compromise and mutual and liberal conces-
sions which dictated the section of the Constitution in question, and which pervades every part
of that instrument. It is, therefore, respectfully requested by this Convention that the several
States abrogate all such obnoxious enactments.

That the spirit of comity between the States, and the spirit of unity and fraternity which
should actuate all the people of these United States, require that complete right and security of
transit with all persons who owe them service or labor should be allowed to the citizens of each
State by the laws of every other State.

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing be sent by the President of this Convention to the
Governors of each of the free States, as the deliberate judgment and opinion of this Conven-
tion, and that he request the same be laid before their respective Legislatures.

The Convention then adjourned until 12 o’clock, to-morrow.

Wasmingron Crry, February 16, 1861.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

President Tyler in the chair.

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Sunderland.

The journal of the preceding day was read and approved.

The President laid before the Convention a communication from W. C.
Jewett, which was received and laid on the table.

Mr. Wickliffe offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That in the discussions which may take place in this Convention upon any questions,
no member shall be allowed to speak longer than thirty minutes.

Which, after debate thereon, was postponed by the mover until Tues-
day.
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Myr. Crisfield moved the hour of meeting of the Convention be at ten
o’clock, which was amended to eleven o’clock, A. M., and adopted.

Mr, Chase moved to amend the first rule by inserting after the word
«pepresented,” the following: “The yeas and nays of the delegates from
cach State, on any question, shall be entered on the Journal when it is
desired by any delegate.” Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Wickliffe, from the Committee on Organization, offered the following
resolution, which was adopted.

Resolved, That the 11th Rule of this Convention be so amended as to allow an appeal from
the decision of the President, which appeal shall be decided without debate.

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, gave notice that he should move to insert the
word present before the word Territories, in the first line of the first section
of the majority report, so as to conform to the intention of the majority
of the committee.

On motion, adjourned.

Wasminarox Ciry, February 18, 1861.

The convention met pursuant to adjournment.

President Tyler in the chair.

The proceedings were opencd with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Gurley.

The journal of Saturday was read and approved.

Mr. Chittenden, of Vermont, offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the rules of this Convention be so far modified as to require the Secretary to
employ a competent stenographer, who shall write down and preserve accurate notes of the
dehates and other proceedings of this body, which notes shall not be communicated to any per-

son, nor shall copics thercof be taken, nor shall the same be made public until after the final
adjournment of this Convention, except in pursuance of a vote authorizing their publication.

Mr. Pollock, of Pennsylvania, moved to lay the resolution upon the
table.

A vote by States was talken.

Aves—Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Tennessee,
North Carolina, Missouri, Virginia, and Pennsylvania—11.

Nors—DMaine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, and New
York—S8.

Ohio, being divided, did not vote.

The motion to lay upon the table was thercupon declared carried.

Mr. Tuck, of New Hampshire, presented the following address and res-
olutions; which were read, and on motion, ordered to be laid on the table
and printed:

To Tue ProrLE oF THE UNITED STATES :

This Convention of Conference, composed in part of commissioners appointed in accordance
with the legislative action of sundry States, and in part of commissioners appointed by the Gov-
ernors of sundry other States, in compliance with an invitation by the General Assembly of
Virginia, met in Washington on the 4th February, 1861.  Although constituting a body unknown
to the Constitution and laws, yvet being delegated for the purpose, and having carefuily consid-
ered the existing dangers and dissensions, and having brought their proceedings to a close, pub-
lish this address, and the accompanying resolutions, as the result of their deliberations.

We recognize and deplore the divisions and distractions which now afflict our country, inter-
rupt its prosperity, disturb its peace, and endanger the Union of the States ; but we repel the
conclusion that any alienations or dissensions exist which are irreconcilable, which justify
attempts at revolution, or which the patriotism and fraternal sentiments of the people, and the
interests and honor of the whole nation, will not overcome.

6



42 PEACE CONFERENCE REPORT.

In a country embracing the central and most important portion of a continent, among a people
now numbering over thirty millions, diversities of opinion inevitably exist ; aud rivalvies, inten-
sified at times by local interests and sectional attachments, must often occur ; yet we do not
doubt that the theory of our government is the best which is possible for this nation, that the
Union of the States is of vital importance, and that the Constitution, which expresses the com-
hined wisdom of the illustrious founders of the government, is still the palladium of our liber-
ties, adequate to every emergency, and justly eutitled to the support of every good citizen.

It embraces, in its provisions and spirit, all the defense and protection which any section of
the country can rightfully demand, or honorably concede.

Adopted with primary reference to the wants of five.millions of people, but with the wisest
reference to future expansion and development, it s carried us onward with a rapid increaze of
numbers, an accumulation of wealth, and a degree of happiness and general prosperity never
attained by ary nation. _

Whatever branch of industry, or whatever staple production shall become, in the possible
changes of the future, the leading interest of the country, thereby ereating unforeseen ompli-
cations or new conflicts of opinion and interest, the Constitution of the United States, properly
understood, and fairly enforced, is equal to every exigency, a shield and defense to all in cvery
time of nead.  If, however, by rezson of » change in circumstance, or for any cauge, a portion
of the people believe they onght to have their rights move exactly defined or more fully explained
in the Constitution, it is their duty, in accordance with its provisions, to seek a remedy ny way
of amendment to that instrument ; and it is the duty of all the States to concur in such amend-
ments as may be found necessary to insure equal and exaet justice to all.

Iu order, therefore, to announce to the country the sentiments of this Convention, respecting
not only the remedy which should be sought for existing discontents, but also to communicate to
the public what we believe to be the patriotic sentiment of the country, we adopt the following
resolutions :

lst. Kesolved, That this Convention recognize the well understood propesition that the Consti-
tution of the United States gives no power to Cungress, or any branch of the Federal Govern-
ment to interfere in any manner with slavery in any of the States ; and we are assured, by
abundant testimony, that neither of the great political organizations existing in the country con-
templates a violatior of the spirit of the Cunstitution in this regard, or the procuring of any
ameudnient thereof, by which Congress, or any department of the General Government, shall
ever have jurisdiction over slavery in any of the States.

2. Resolved, That the Constitution was ordained and established, as set forth in the preamble,
by the people of the United States, in order to form a more periect Union, establish justice, insure
domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfwe, aml secare
the blessings of liberty to themselves and their posterity; and when the people of any State are
not in full enjoyment of all the benefits intended to be secured to them by the Constitution, or
their rights under it are disregarded, their tranquility disturbed, their prosperity retarded, or their
liberty imperiled by the people of any other State, full and adeguate redress can and ought to be
provided for such grievances.

3d. Reselved, That this Convention recommend to the Legislatures of the several States of
the Union to follow the example ot' the Legislatures of the States of Kentucky and of Illinois,
in apylying to Congress to call a Convenrion for the proposing of amendments to the Constitution
of the United States, pursuant to the fifth article thereof.

Mr. Guthrie offered the following resolution, which was adopted:

Resolved, That if the President shall choose to speak on any question, lie may for the occasion
oall any member to preside.

Mr. Meredith gave notice of his intent to offer a proposition, as follows;
which was read, laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed :

ArticLr —. That Congress shall divide all the territory of the United States into convenient
portions, each containing not less than sixty thousand sguare miles, and shall establizh in each a

erritorial Government ; the several Territorial Legislatures, whether heretofore constituted or
hercafter to be constituted, shall have all the legislative powers now vested in the respective
States of this Union ; and whenever any Territory, having a population sufficient, according to
the ratio existing at the time, to entitle it to one member of Congress, shall form a republican
constitution, and apply to Congress for admission as a State, Congress shall admit the same as a
State accordingly.

Mr. Wickliffe moved that the journal of the C'onvention up to the present
day be printed.

Mr. Goodrich moved to amend, by inserting “that it be printed from day
to day;” which amendment was adopted, and the resolution, as amended,
passed. :
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The order of the day having been called,

Mr. Johnson moved the adoption of the amendments submitted by him
on the 16th.

Mr. Reid, of North Carolina, meved to add to the proposed amendment
of Mr. Johnson the words “and future;” whercupon a vote was taken by
states, with the following result:

Aves—New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, Missouri,
and Virginia—=8.

Nors—Vermont, Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Ohio,
Indiana, 1llincis, Pennsylvania, New York, and Towa—I12.

So the amendment was lost,

A debate ensued on the amendinent of Mr. Johnsgon, which was adopted;
the first section of the majority report, as amended, reading as follows:

Sge. 1. In all the present tervitory of the United States, not embraced within the limits of the
Chervkee teeaty grant, north of a line from east to wesi, on the paraliel of 56 degrees 30 min-
ates north latitude, involuntary servitude, except in puni:hment of crime, is prohibited whilst it
ghall be under a Territorial government; and in all the present territery south of said live, &e.

The Convention, on motion, adjourned at 4, P. M.

Wasuwarony Civy, Iehruary 19, 1861,

Convention metat 11, A. M., pursuant to adjournment.  President Tyler
in the chair.

Proceedings opened by prayer.

The journal of proceedings was read, amended, and approved.

Mr. Summers, trom the Committee on Credentials, reported that the
comuittee had received the credentials of the 1lon. Francis Granger, as a
commissioner of the State of New York, in the place of Addison Gardiner;
and the list of members was altered accordingly.

Mr. Wickliffe ealled up the following resolution, herctofore offered by
him, and laid upon the table:

Resolved, That in the discassions which may take place in this Conventicn upon any questions,
no member shall be allowed to speak longer than thirty minutes.

Mr. Davis, of North Carolina, moved to amend, by striking out thirty
wiinutes. and inserting fen minutes.

M. Caruthers moved further to amend by adding the following:

«“And that all debates shall cease at 3 o’clock to-day, and the vote taken on such amendments
a6 may be offered, and then on the report.”

It was moved to lay “the whole subject npon the table” A division
was called for, the result of which was as follows:—ayes 49, nays b

So the motion 1o lay on the table was not agieed to. -

Mr. Randolph, of New Jersey, offered the following, as a substitute for
the reselution and amendments:

Resolred, That this Convention will hold two sessions daily, viz: From 10 o’clock, A. M., to
4 o’clock, P. M.; and from 8 to 10 o’clock, P. M.; and that no motion to adjourn prior to said
hours of 4 and 10, P. M., shall be in order, if objection be made; and that on Thursday next,
at 12 o’clock, noon, all debate shall cease, and the Convention proceed to vote upon the ques-
tions or propositions before them in their order.

After debate, the whole sulject was, on motion of Mr. Morehead, of
Worth Carolina, laid upon the table until 10 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow.

Mr. Ruffin, of Novth Carolina, gave notice of his intention to offer cer-
tain amendments to the majority report of the committee.
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A motion was made that when this Convention adjourns it adjourn to
meet at ten o’clock, A. M. An amendment was offered to insert half-past
ten. A further amendment was proposed to adjourn to half-past seven thig
P. M. The resolution and amendments were subsequently withdrawn;
whercupon the motion to adjourn to ten o’clock, A. M., was renowed, pend-
ing a vote upon which a motion was made to adjourn, and declared car-
ried.

Wasmizarox Ciry, February 20, 1861,

Convention met at ten o’clock.

President Tyler in the chair.

After prayer by the Rev. Dr, Samson, the journal of yesterday was read
and approved.

Mr. Harris, of Vermont, offered the following preamble and resolutions;
which were read, ordered to be printed, and laid on the table:

Wiurreas, The Federal Constitution, and the laws made in pursuance thereof, are the suprems
law of the land, and should command the willing obedience of all good citizens; and whereas,
it is alleged that sundry States have enacted laws repugnant thereto; therefore,

Resolved, That this Convention respectfully requests the several States to revise theirrespective

enactments, and to modify or repeal any laws which may be fourd to be in conflict with the
Constitution and laws of the United States.

Resolved, That the President of this Convention is requested to send a copy of the foregoing
preamble and resolution to the Governor of each of the States, with the request that the samg
be communicated to the Legislature thereof,

Mr. Randolph called up the resolutions yesterday laid upon the table,
an:l the question was taken on striking out the lat{er clause of M. Ran-
dolph’s substitute for Mr. Wickliffe’s resolution, and the amendinents
offered thereto. A vote by States was ordered and talken, with the follow-
ing result:

Avps—Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Towa, Maine, Massachusetts, Maryland, New York,
New Hampshive, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Vermont—12.

Nors—Delaware, Kentucky, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Rhode Island, ’I‘ennessqg,
and Virginia—S8.

So the clause was stricken out.

Mr. Clay moved to lay the original and amendments upon the table. A
vote by States being called for by Mr. Chase, resulted as follows :

Aves—Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Towa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp-
ghire, Vermont, Virginia—10.

Nors—Delaware, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Tennessee—9.

The resolution and amendments were laid on the table.

Mr. Wickliffe gave notice of his intention to move, on Thursday, to cloge
the debate on the report of the Committee on Propositions and Resolutions
from and after the 21st, in order to take a vote on the 22d, the birth-day of
Washington.

The Convention proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on
Propositions and Resolutions.

Mvr. Smith, of New York, having the floor, gave way to a motion to ad-
journ.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, February 21.
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Wasmineron Crry, February 21, 1361,

Clonvention met pursuant to adjournment.
President Tyler in the chair.

The Convention was opened by prayer from the Rev. Mr. Stockton.

The journal was read and approved.

Mre. Chase, of Ohio, presented the following resolutions, which wers
read, ordered to be printed, and laid upon the table:

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to proceed to final action on the grave and important matters
involved in the resolutions of the State of Yirginia, in compliance with which this Convention
has assembled, and in the several reports of tiie majority and minorities of the commitiee to which
said resolutions were referred, until opportunity has been given to all the States to participate in
deliberation and action upon themi, and ample time has been allowed for such deliberation and
action.

Resolved, therefore, That this Convention adjourn to meet in the City of Washington on the
4th day of April mext; and that the President be requested to address a letter to the Govern-

ors of the several States not now represented in this body, urging the appointment and attend-
ance of commissioners.

Mr. Wickliffe, pursnant to his motion of yesterday, offered and asked
the adoption of the following resolutions:

Resolved, 1st. That at one o’clock, the 22d February, 1861, all debnte upon the report of the
committee of one from each State shall ceage, and the Convention will proceed to vote, and con-
tinue to vote until the whole subject shall have been disposed of.

9d. If an amendment be offered by the commissioners of any State, or minority of such com-
imissioners, five minutes is allowed for explanation, and the like time is allowed to the committee
to resist the amendment, if they desirve to do so, and the mover of the amendment, or any member
of the same State, may have five minutes for reply.

3d. A motion to strike out and insers shall not be divided.

Which several resolutions were agreed to.

Mr. Dent, of Maryland, offered and asked the adoption of the following
rule:

When the vote on any question is taken by States, any Commissioner dissenting from the vote
of his State may have his dissent entered on the Journal.

Mr. Chase, of Ohio, offered the following as a substitute for Mr. Dent’s
rule :

The yeas and nays of the Commissioners of each State, upon any question, ghall be entered
upon the Journal when it is desired by any Commissioner, and the vote of each State shall be
determined by the majority of Commissioners present from each State.

The question being upon the adoption of the substitute, the same was
rejected.

The question recurring upon the original rule of Mr. Dent, it was
adopted.

Mr. Bronson, of New York, moved that this Convention have a night
session, and that when the Convention adjourn it shall adjourn to half-past
seven o'clock this evening.

Mr. Chase called for a vote by States as to a night session, which resulted
as follows:

Avis—Delaware, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, North
Carolina, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia—13.

Nors—Connecticut, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Ohio, Vermont—T7.

So the motion was carried.

Mr. Wilmot, of Pennsylvania, gave notice he should offer an amend-
ment, as follows, to the report of the Committee on Propositions and
Resolutions; which was read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed:

And Congress shall further provide by law, that the United States shall malke full compensa-
tion to a citizen of any State, who in any other State shall suffer, by reason of violence or in-

timi.iation from mobs and rietous assemblies, in his person or property, or in the deprivation by
: violence, of his rights secured by this Constitution.
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Mr. Coalter, of Missouri, gave notice that he should offer, as an amend-
ment to the same report, the following; which was read, laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed:

The term of office of all Presiderts and Vice Presidents of the United States, hereafter
elected, shall be six years ; and any person once elected to either of said oflices, shall ever after
be ineligible to the same office.

Mr. Bronson, of New York, gave notice that he should offer, as an
amendment to the same report, the following; which was read, laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed: :

Congress shall have no power to legislate in respect to persons held to service or labor in any
case, except to provide for the rendition of fugitives from such service or labor, and to suppress
the foreign slave trade ; and the existing status or condition of all the Territories of the United
States, in respect to persons held to service or labor, shall remain unchanged during their terri-
torial condition ; and whenever any Territory, with suitable boundaries, shall contzin the popula-
tion requisite for a representative in Congress, according to the then federal ratio of representa-
tion, it shall be entitled to admission into the Union on an equal footing with the original States,
with or without persons held to service or labor, as the Constitution of such new State may
prescribe. '

Mr. Titeheock, of Ohio, gave notice that he should offer, as an amend-
ment to the same report, the following; which was laid on the table, and
ordered to be printed:

Strike out Section 3, and insert the three following :

Secriox 3. The Congress shall have no power to regulate, abolish, or control within any State
the reiations established or recognized by the laws thereof, touching persons held to service or
labor therein.

Skcriov 4. The Congress shall have no power to discharge any person held to service or labor
from such service or labor in the District of Columbia, under the laws thereof, or to impair any
rights pertaining to that relation under the laws now in force within the said District, without the
consent of the State of Maryland, and of those to whom the service or labor is due, or making
to them just compensation therefor ; nor the power to interfere with or prohibit members of
Congress, and officers of the Federal Government, whose duties require them to be in said Dis-
trict, from bringing with them, retaining, and taking away persons so held to service or labor ;
nor the power to impair or abolish the relations of persons owing service or lubor in places under
the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, within those States and Territories where such
relations are established or recognized by law.

Secrion 5. The Congress shall have no power to prohibit the removal or transportation, by
land, sea, or river, of persons held to labor or service in any State or Territory of the United
States, to any State or Territory thereof, where the same obligation or liability to labor or ser-
vice is established or recognized by law ; and the right during such transportation of touching
at ports, shores, and landings, and of landing in case of distress, shall exist ; nor shall the Con-
gress have power to authorize any higher rate of taxation on persons held to service or labor
than on land.

Strike out Section 7, and insert—

Secrron 9. The Congress shall provide by law, that in all cases where the marshal, or other
officer, whose duty it shall be to arrest any fugitive from service or labor, shall be prevented from
g0 doing by violence of a mob or riotous assemblage ; or where, after arrest, such fugitive shall
be rescued by force, and the party to whom such service or labor is due, shall thereby be deprived
of the same, the United States shall pay to such party the full value of such service or labor.

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the report of the
Committee on Propositions and Resolutions.

At half-past four, Mr. Chittenden having the floor, gave way to a motion
to adjourn.

The Convention adjourned to half-past seven o'clock P. M., February
21st.

EVENING SESSION.

Convention met pursuant to adjournment at seven and a half o’clock
P. M,
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The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the report of the
Committee on Propositions and Resolutions.

At twelve o’clock Mr. Pollock, of Pennsylvania, gave way to a motion
to adjourn. .

The Convention adjourned to ten o’clock A. M., February 22.

WasniNaron Ciry, February 22, 1861,

Convention met pursuant to adjournment. President Tyler in the
chair.

Jonvention opened by prayer.

The journal of proceedings was read and approved.

On motion of Mr. Wickliffe, the President was aunthorized to appoint a
committee of' three upon the subject of finance and printing.

The President appointed as such committee: Mr. Johnson, of Maryland;
Mr. Pollock, of Pennsylvania; and Mr. Granger, of New York.

Mr. Turner, of Illinois, offered and moved the adoption of the fol-
lowing:

Resolved, That the time fixed upon to commence voting upon the questions before this Conven-
tion be postponed until Monday, February 25th, at 12 o’clock M.

A motion to lay the resolution on the table was lost by the following
vote:

Ayes—Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New J ersey, North Carolina, Penunsylvania,
Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Virginia—I10.

Noes—Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp-
ghire, Ohio, and Vermont—10.

The resolution was withdrawn, and Mr. Chase, of Ohio, offered the same
resolution.

Mr. Backus, of Ohio, offered the following substitute:

Resolved, That the resolution heretofore passed, limiting debate on amendments that shall be
offered to the report of the Grand Committee, be so amended as to allow the delegates who may
desire to speak not excceding ten minutes on each amendment.

Mr. Chase accepted this in substitution of his own.

A motion by Mr. Wickliffe to lay on the table resulted in the following
vote:

Ayrs—Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Rhode Island,
Tennessee, and Virginia—39.

Noes—Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp-
ghire, Olio, Pennsylvania, and Vermont—11.

The Convention refused to lay on the table.

The question recurring as to the adoption of said resolution, the same
prevailed by the following vote.

Ayes—Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Towa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp-
shire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Vermont—I1.

Nors—Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Rhode Island,
Tennessee, Virginia—9.

Mr. Summers, from the Committee on Credentials, reported that the
credential of J. C. Stone, as delegate from Kansas, had been duly submit-
ted to them, examined, and approved, and he was reported as a delegate
from that State.

The order of the day being the report of the Committee on Propositions
and Resolutions, the Convention proceeded to the comsideration of the
same during the time allotted.
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Mr. Tield, of New York, rose to a question of privilege in regard to the
adoption of the report of the Committee on Credentials, admitting the
member from Kansas, :

Mr. F. suggested that he was informed that the credential was igssued by
those not anthorized to do so.

Mr. F. moved a reconsideration of the agreement to said report.

The motion was carried by the following vote:

Avns—Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia—10.

Nors—Conneecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Maine Massachusetts, New York, New Hampshire,
Ohio, Vermont—3.

By general consent the delegate from Towa was asked to make his own
statement as to the authenticity of said instrumeunt.

Me. Stone stated that the eredential was regularly issued, and the author-
ities who executed the same were, under the Constitution of Kansas, the
proper authorities; that neither the instrument nor the appointment had
been questioned.

Mr. Field, of New York, moved the adoption of the following:

Resolved, That the credentials of Mr. Stone, who desires to act as a Commissioner from Kan-
sas, be referred back to the Committee on Credentials, to report the facts concerning his appoint-
ment, and whether it proceeded from the Territorial Secretary.

Which resolution was carried.

According to previous order, the Convention proceeded to consider and
vote on the report of the committee of one from cach State, as submitted
by Mr. Guthrie, and the amendment submitted.

The question being on the adoption of the first section of said report, as
follows:

ARTICLE XIIL

Srerion 1. In all the present territory of the United States, not embraced within the limits of
the Cherokee treaty grant, north of a line from east to west on the parallel of 36 degrees 30
minutes north latitude, involuntary servitude, except in punishment of crime, ig prohibited whilst
it shall be under a territorial government ; and in all the present territory south of said line, the
status of persons owing service or labor as it now exists shall not be changed by law while such
territory shall be under a territorial government ; and neither Congress nor the territorial gov-
ernment shall have power to hinder or prevent the taking to said territory of persons held to
labor or involuntary service, within the United States, according to the laws or usages of the
State from which such persons may be talken, nor to impair the rights arising out of said rela-
tions, which shall be subject to judicial cognizance in the federal courts, according to the com-
mon law; and when any territory north or south of said line, within such boundary as Congress
may prescribe, shall contain a population required for a member of Congress, according to the
then federal ratio of representation, it shall, if its form of governmcnt be republican, be admit-
ted into the Union on an equal footing with the original States, with or without involuntary ser-
vice or labor, as the constitution of such new State may provide.

Srerion 2. Territory shall net be acquired by the United States, unless hy treaty; nor, except
for naval and commercial stations and depots, unless such treaty shall be ratified by four fifths of
all the members of the Senate.

Sgerion 3. Neither the Constitution nor any amendment thereof shall be eonstrued to give
Congress power to regulate, abolish, or control, within any State or Territory of the United
States, the relation established, or recognized by the Inws thereof touching persons bound to
labor or involuntary service therein ; nor to interfere with or abolish involuntary service in the
District of Columbia, without the consent of Maryland and without the consent of the owners,
or making the owners who do not consent just compensation ; nor the power to interfere with or
prohibit representatives and others from bringing with them to the city of Washington, retain-
ing and taking away, persons so hound to labor; nor the power to interfere with or abolish invol-
untarv service in places under the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States within those States
and Territories where the same is established or recognized; nor the power to prohibit the
removal or transportation, by land, sea, or river, of persons held to labor or involuntary service
in anv State or Territory of the United States to any other State or Territory thereof where it is
established or recognized by law or usage; and the right during transportation of touching at
ports, shores, and landings, and of landing in case of distress, shall exist. Nor shall Congress
Lave power to authorize any bi gher rate of taxation on persons bound to labor than on land.
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Srcrion 4. The third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of the Constitution
shall not be construed to prevent any of the States, by appropriate legislation, and through the
action of their judicial and ministerial officers, from enforcing the delivery of fugitives from
labor to the person to whom such-service or labor is due.

Secrion 5. The foreign slave trade and the importation of slaves into the United States and
their Territories, from places beyond the present limits thereof, are forever prohibited.

Secrion 6. The first, third, and fifth sections, together with this section six of these amend-
ments, and the third paragraph of the second section of the first article of the Constitution, and
the third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article thereof, shall not be amended or
abolished without the consent of all the States.

Secrion 7. Congress shall provide by law that the United States shall pay to the owner the
full value of his fugitive from labor, in all cases where the marshal, or other officer, whose duty
it was to arrest such fugitive, was prevented from so doing by violence or intimidation from
mobs or riotous assemblages, or when, after arrest, such fugitive was rescued by force, and tha
owner thereby prevented and obstructed in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of such
fugitive.

Mr. Seddon, of Virginia, moved to amend the 1st section of said report
by inserting after the word line, in clause “and in all the present territory
south of said line,” found in the 5th line, the following words, “including
the Cherokee grant.”

Mr. Fowler, of New IHampshire, moved to amend the amendment of Mr.
Seddon, by substituting the word excluding for including, which prevailed
by the following vote:

Aves—Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp-
shire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Vermont—11.

Noes—Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Rhode Island,
Tennessee, Virginia—9. '

The question recurring on the adoption of the amendment of Mr. Sed-
don, as amended, the same was lost by the following vote:

Avrs—Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp-
shire, Ohio, and Vermont—10.

Nors—Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Virginia—10.

The question recurring as to the adoption of the original report—

Mr. Reid, of North Carolina, moved to amend said first section, in the
seventh line, by inserting after the word “line,” at the end of the clause,
“and in all the present territory south of said line,” the words, “involun-
tary servitude is recognized, and property in those of the African race held
to service or labor in any of the States of the Union, when removed to
such territory shall be protected, and "—which amendment was lost by the
following vote:

Avrs—Virginia, North Carolina, and Missouri—3.

Noes—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois, and Towa—17.

The following gentlemen, dissenting from the vote of their States, asked
to have their names recorded as voting: Mr. Clay and Mr. Butler, of
Kentucky, and Mr. Dent, Maryland, aye.

The question recurring on the original section as reported, Mr. Franklin,
of Pennsylvania, moved to amend the first section by striking out there-
from all after the words “United States” in the first line, and insert in
place thereof—

“ Not embraced by the Cherokee treaty, north of the parallel of thirty-six degrees and thirty:
minutes of north latitude, involuntary servitude, except in punishment of crime, is prohibited..
In all the present territory south of that line, the status of persons held to service or labor, as: it:
now exists, shall not be changed; nor shall any law be passed to hinder or prevent the taking of

such persons to said territory, nor to impair the rights arising from said relation; but the same
shall be subjegt to judicial cognizance in the federal courts, according to the commen law..



50 PEACE CONFERENCE REPORT.

When any territory north or south of said line, within such boundary as Congress may prescribe,
shall contain a population equal to that required for a member of Congress, it shall, if its form
of government be republican, be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original
States, with or without involuntary servitude, as the constitution of such State may provide.”’

Mr. Curtis, of Towa, moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Franklin
by striking out all after the word “prohibited,” (found in the third line, )
down to, and including, the words “common law,” (found in the eighth
line,) and inserting in the place thereof, “but this restriction shall not
apply to territory now held south of that line.”

Pending thg consideration of which, the Convention adjourned to ten
o’clock, the 258 of February.

W asminaron Crry, February 23d, 1861.

Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

President Tyler in the chair.

The proceedings were opened by prayer from the Rev. Dr. Butler.

Mr. Vandever, of Towa, offered and moved the adoption of the follow-
ing:

Resolved, That whatever may be the ultimate determination upon the amendments of the
Federal Constitution, or other propositions for adjustment approved by this Convention, we,

the members, do recommend our respective States and constituencies to faithfully abide in the
Wnion.

Tt was moved to lay the resolution on the table, and resulted in the fol-
lowing vote:

Avrs—Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro-
Bna, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio—I11.

Nors—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Indiana,
Illinois, Iowa—9.

8o the resolution was laid on the table.

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the order of the day,
being Mr. Curtis’ amendment to Mr. Franklin’s amendment to the first
scction of the report of the Committee on Propositions and Resolutions.

The question on the adoption of said amendmentof Mr. Curtis to strike
eut and insert, being taken, resulted in the following vote:

Aves—Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Iowa—6.

Noes—New Hampshire, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir-
ginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio—12.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States:

Amos Tuck, of New Hampshire.
Frastus Corning, of New York.
Francis Granger, of New York.
Greene C. Bronson, of New York.
William E. Dodge, of New York.
David Wilmot, of Pennsylvania.
C. P. Wolcott, of Ohio.
Mr. Bronson moved the adoption of the following:
Resolved, Whereas, John E. Wool, a delegate from New York, is unable to attend the Con-

yention from sickness, thevefore, that he be permitted, when he does attend, or by communica-
#on to the Secretary in writing, to have his dissent recorded as to any vote ol his State.

Agreed to unanimously.
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The question recurring as to the adoption of the amendment of Mr.
Franklin :

The following amendments were proposed and accepted by Mr. Frank-
lin:

Ist. In the 5th line, after the word passed, (occurring in the clause, “nor
shail any law be passed,”) insert the words, “by Congress or the Territo-
rial Legislature.”

2d. In the 6th line, after the word “persons,” (occurring in the clause,
“the taking of such persons,”) insert, “from any of the States of this
Union.” '

3d. In the 8th line, before the words “common law,” (occurring in the
clause, “according to the common law,”) insert the words “course of the.”

Mr. James moved to amend Mr. Franklin’s amended proposition, in the
Sth line, by inserting the words “nor facilitate,” after the word “prevent,”
(occurring in the clause, “to hinder or prevent.”)

The question, on agrecing to said amendment, resulted in the following
vote:

Aves—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, Indiana, Ilinois, Towa—10.

Nors—New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee,
Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio—10.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Wilmot moved to amend Mr. Franklin’s proposition, in the 4th line,
by inserting the word “legal” before the word “status,” (occurring in the
clause, “the status of persons held to service.”)

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote :

Ayes—Muine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Indiana
Illinois, Towa—9.

Nors—Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Car-
olina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio—11.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Turner moved to amend Mr., Franklin’s amendment in the 5th line,
by inserting the word “encourage” after the word “prevent,” (occurring in
the clause, “hinder or prevent the taking of such persons.”)

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote :

Aves—Maine, New Haimpshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, Indiana, Illinois, Towa—10

Nors—New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee,
Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio—10.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Goodrich, of Massachusetts, moved to amend Mr. Franklin’s amend-
ment, by striking out from the first line, the words following: “not em-
braced by the Cherokee treaty.”

The question on agrecing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Ayes—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Pennsyl-
yania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa—I1.

Noes—Rhode Island, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee,
Kentucky, Missouri—39.

So the amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Seddon, in behalf of President Tyler, moved to amend the amend-
ment of Mr. Franklin, by inserting at the close of said amendment, so as
to follow after the clause relating to division of territory, the following :
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All appointments to office in the territories lying north of the line 36 degrees and 30 minutes,
as well before as after the establishment of Territorial governments in and over the same, or
any part thereof, shall be made upon the recommendation of a majority of the Senators repre-
senting at the time the non-slaveholding States. And in like manner, all appointments to office

in the territories which may lie south of said line of 36 degrees and 30 minutes shall be made
upon the recommendation of a majority of the Senators representing at the time the slavehold-
ing States. But nothing in this article shall be construed to restrain the President of the United
States from removing, for actual incompetency or misdemeanor in office, any person thus ap-

pointed, and appointing a temporary agent, to be continued in office until the majority of Sena-

tors as aforesaid may present a new recommendation, or from filling any vacancy which may
occur during the recess of the Senate, such appointment to continue ad interim. And to insure
on the part of the Senators the selection of the most trustworthy agents, it is hereby directed that
all the net proceeds arising from the sales of the public lands shall be distributed annually
among the several States, according to the combined ratio of representation and taxation ; but
the distribution aforesaid may be suspended by Congress in case of actual war with a foreign
nation, or imminent peril thereof.

By unanimous consent, the rule was suspended in reference to the ten
minute rule in behalf of Mr. Tyler, (President,) who proposed to address
the Convention.

The question on agreeing to the proposed amendment of Mr. Seddon,
was, on motion, divided, and the vote on the firs, part resulted as follows:

Aves—Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky, Missouri—5.

Nors—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Lowa—I14.

So the first part of the proposed amendment was not agreed to. The
second part was withdrawn.

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their State:

Reverdy Johnson, of Maryland.
Jno. W. Crisfield, of Maryland.

Mr. McCurdy moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Franklin, by

‘adding at the end thereof the words following:

Provided, That nothing in this article shall be so construed as to carry any law of involuntary
‘gervitude into such Territory.

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Ayes—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Iowa—T.
Noes—Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro-
lina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois—13.

So the amendment was not agreed to.
The following gentleman dissented from the vote of his State:
Mr. Orth, of Indiana.
Mr. Chase moved that the Convention adjourn to Monday.
The question on agreeing to said motion resulted in the following vote:
Ayrs—Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Indiana—>5!

Nogs—New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary-
land, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri—12.

So the Convention refused to adjourn.

The question recurring on Mr. Franklin’s amendment as amended, was
determined by the following vote: .

Avyes—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey:
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois—14. ‘

Nors—Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Missouri—4.

S0 the amendment of Mr. Franklin was agreed to.

It was agreed unanimously, that President Tyler inform the Hon. A.
Tiincoln, (President elect of the United States,) that the members of this
Convention would be happy to wait upon him at such time as would suit
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his convenience, and that the President inform this Convention of the

result.
On motion of Mr. Logan, the Convention adjourned to 7% P. M., Feb-

ruary 23.

SATURDAY EVENING, T} 0'CLOCK.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Summers, from the Committee on Credentials, to whom was recom-
mitted the report of said committee, as to J. C. Stone as a delegate from
Kansas, reported the same back without amendment, and recommended
the admission of said member; which was agreed to.

Mr. Summers, from the same committee, made a further report, that the
credentials of the gentlemen hereafter named had been duly submitted to
and examined by said committee, and were approved by them, and they
reported and recommended them to be admitted as delegates:

M. I¥. Conway, from Kansas.
Henry J. Adams, from Kansas.
Thos. Ewing, jr., from Kansas.

Which was agreed to.

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the order of the day,
being the adoption of the 2d section of the report of Mr. Guthrie, from the
Committee on Propositions, &e.

Mr. Summers, of Virginia, moved the adoption of the following as an
amendment: To strike out all of said section, and in place thereof, insert

No territory shall be acquired by the United States without the concurrence of a majority of
all the Senators from States which allow involuntary servitude, and a majority of all the Sena-
tors from States which prohibit that relation; nor shall territory be acquired by treaty, unless
the votes of a majority of the Senators from each class of States hereinbefore mentioned, be cast
as a part of the two-third majority necessary to the ratification of such treaty.

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, moved to amend the same by inserting, after
the words “ United States,” in the first line, the words, “except by discov-
ery, and for naval and commercial stations, depots, and transit routes.”

Which was accepted by Mr. Summers.

The question on the adoption of said amendment of Mr. Summers
resulted in the following vote:

Aves—Rhode Island, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee,
Kentucky, Missouri—39.

Nors—Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illi-
nois. Iowa, Kansas—10.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Guthrie, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of the following as an
amendment; to strike out the second section, and substitute in place the
following:

¢ Territory may be acquired for naval and commercial stations, depots, and transit routes, and
by discovery, and for no other purposes, without the concurrence of four fifths of the Fenate.”

The question on the adoption of Mr. Guthric’s amendment resulted in
the following vote:

Aves—New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware,
Maryland, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio—10.

Nors—Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, New York, Virginia, North Carolina, Missouri, Indi-
ana, Illinois, Towa—10.

So the amendment was not agreed to.
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The following gentleman dissented from the vote of his State:
R. M. Price, of New Jersey.

Moved that the order of the day be suspended, in order to hear the
report of the President in regard to the reception of Mr. Lincoln, the Pres-
ident clect.

Mr. Tyler informed the Convention that he had, according to request,
communicated with Mr. Lincoln, the President elect, and that at nine
o'clock, or any time thereafter, he would be happy to receive the members
of the Convention.

Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, moved that a committee of three be
gppointed by the President to make arrangements for the reception of the
members of the Convention.

The President appointed as such committee:

OMr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky; Mr. Field, of New York; Mr. Chase, of
hio.

Mr. McKennan, of Pennsylvania, moved a reconsideration of the vote
on the amendment of Mr. Summers.

Pending which, the proceedings were suspended to hear the report of
the committee to arrange for the reception of the members of the Conven-
tion by Mr. Lincoln, the President elect.

Mr. Field, in behalf of said committee, reported that Mr. Lincoln was
then desirous of receiving the members of the Convention, at his parlor.
5 }1’1& Ewing moved that the Convention adjourn to Monduy, at 10 o’clock,

WasninaTon Crry, February 25, 1861.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. President Tyler in the
chair.

The proceedings were opened by prayer from the Rev. Mr. Smith.

The journal of the 23d was read and approved.

Mr. Hackleman, on behalf of Indiana, asked to record the vote of that
State on the amendment of Mr. Curtis, voted on on the 23d inst.

Leave was granted. Voted: recorded as of that day.

The President informed the Convention that he had received certain
resolutions, purporting to emanate from the Democratic State Convention
of Pennsylvania, which he was asked to present, which he accordingly did,
and requested to know what action the Convention would take on the
game.

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, stated, that as the Convention had not received
or acted on any mere party proposition, he moved to lay the proceedings
on the table.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Brockenbrough, of Virginia, presented certain amendments, which
he proposed to offer at the proper time, and which he read and asked to
have printed.

(These have not been sent to the Secretary.)

The order of the day being the reconsideration of the vote taken on the
23d on the amendment proposed by Mr. Summers, the same, by general
consent, was passed informally for the present, subject to call.

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the third section of
Mr. Guthrie’s report.
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M. Guthrie moved to amend said report, in the 13th line of this report,
by striking out the words, “by land, sea, or river.”

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Guthrie moved to amend the same section, in the 16th line of this
journal, after the word “transportation,” and insert “ by sea or river.”

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Hitcheock, of Ohio, moved to amend said section by striking ouk
all after the word ¢ give,” in the 2d line of this journal, and insert:

Strike out Section 3, and insert the three following :

Srorron 3. Neither the Constitution, nor any amendment thereof, shall be construed to give te
Congress power to regulate, abolish, or control, within any State, the relations established or-
recognized by the laws thereof, touching persons held to service or labor therein.

Skcrion 4. Congress shall have no power to discharge any person held to service or labor in
the District of Colunibia, under the laws thereof, from such service or labor, or to impair any
rights pertaining to that relation under the laws now in force within the said District, while such
relation shall exist in the State of Maryland, without the consent of said State, and of those to
whom the service or labor is due, or making to them just compensation therefor ; nor the power
to interfere with, or prohibit, members of Congress, and officers of the Federal Government, whose
duties require them to be in said District, from bringing with them, for personal service only, re-
taining, and taking away persons so held to service or labor ; nor the power to impair or abolish
the relations of persons owing service or labor in places under the exclusive Jjurisdietion of the
United States, within those States and Territories where such relations are cstablished or recog-
nized by law.

Skcrion 5. Congress shall have no power to prohibit the removal or transportation of persons
held to labor or service in any State or Territory of the United States, to any State or Territory
thereof, where the same obligation or liability to labor ar service is established or recognized by
law ; and the right during such transportation, by sea or river, of touching at ports, shores, and
landings, and of landing in case of distress, shall exist ; nor ghall the Congress have power to au-
thorize any hicher rate of taxation on persons held to service or labor than on land.

Strike out Section 7, and insert—

Secrron 9. Congress shall provide by law, that in all cases where the marshal, or other officer,
whose duty it shall be to arrest any fugitive from service or labor, ghall be prevented from so
doing by violence of a mob or riotous assemblage, or where, after arrest, such fugitive shall be
rescued by like violence, and the party to whom such service or labor is due shall thereby be
deprived of the same, the United States shall pay to such party the full value of such service or
labor.

Mr. James moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Ilitcheock by strik-
ing out, and inserting :

1st. No amendment shall be made to the Constitution which will authorize or give to Congress

the power to abolish or interfere, within any State, with the domestic institutions thereof, includ-
ing that of persons held to lubor or service by the laws of said State.

The question on the adoption of said amendment resulted in the follow-
ing vote:

Avrs—Mauaine, New Hampshire, Vermon$, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Indi-
ana—T7. :

Nors—Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro-
lina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, Illinois, Kansas—13

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Wood dissented from the vote of his State.

Mr. Baldwin moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Ilitchcock by
striking out the words, “nor shall Congress have the power to authorize
any higher rate of taxation on persons held to service or labor than on
land.” ' :

Mr. H. withdrew his proposed amendment for the present.

Mr. Seddon moved to amend the third section of the original report in
the third line, by inserting after the word * State,” the words, “obstruct,
hinder, or prevent.”
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The question on the adoption of this amendment resulted in the follow-
ing vote :
Aves—DMaryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri—6.

Noes—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky—14.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Seddon moved to amend the third section of the report by striking
out the “City of Washington,” in the ninth line, (this report,) and insers
“District of Columbia.”

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Seddon offered to amend the third section of the report by inserting
the words “and Virginia,” after the words ¢ District of Columbia,” in the
ninth line, (of this report,) as substituted as per last agreement.

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Aves—Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Missouri—>5.
Noes—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kansas—14.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Seddon moved to amend the third section by inserting after the
word “exist,” in the seventeenth line (of this report,) these words: “And
if the transportation be by sea, the right of property in the person held to
service or labor shall be protected by the Federal Government as other
property.”

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Ayes—Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Missouri—4.

Noes—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa,
Kansas—17.

So the amendment was not agreed to. _

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their State:

Mr. Doniphan, Mr. Johnson, of Missouri.
My, Dent, Mr. Crisfield, of Maryland.
Mr. Clay, Mr. Butler, of Kentucky.

Mr. Seddon moved to amend the third scetion by inserting after the
word “exist,” in the seventeenth line, as above, the following :

‘ And the rights of transit by persons holding those of the African race to labor or service,
in and through the States not recognizing the relations of persons held to labor or service, in
passing with them from one State or Territory recognizing such relations to another, shall be
secure.”

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Aves—Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky, Missouri—4.

Noes—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermons, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa,
Kansas—17.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Seddon moved to amend the third section by inserting in the fourth
line, (of this report,) after the word “touching,” the following words:+“The
relations existing between master and slave.”

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vole:

Aves—Virginia, North Carolina, Missouri—3.
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Nors—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Permsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas—18.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their State:

Mr. Alexander, of New Jersey.
Mr. Dent, of Maryland.
Mr. Clay, of Kentucky.

Mr. Hall, of Vermont, moved to amend the third section of said report
in the 10th line, (this veport,) by striking out the word “nor,” and insert-
ing in place thercof, “but the bringing into said District of persons held
to service for the purpose of being sold, or placed in depot to be afterwards
transferred to any other place to be sold as merchandise, is forever pro-
hibited, and Congress may pass all necessary laws to make this prohibition
effectual ; nor shall Congress have’—

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vole:

Aves—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Ohio,
Indiana, [llinois, Iowa, Kansas—11.

Noes—Rhode Island, New Jersey. Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Car-
olina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri—10.

So the amendment was agreed to.
The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their State:
Mr. Hoppin, Mr. Brown, of Rhode Island.

Mr. McCurdy, moved to amend said third section, by inserting, at the
close thereof, the following words:

¢« Provided, that nothing in this section shall be so construed as to prevent any State in which
involuntary servitude is prohibited, from restraining by law the transfer of such persons, or of
any right or interest in their services, from one individual to another, within the limits of such
State.”

The question on the adoption of said amendment resulted in the follow-
ing vote:

Aves—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Ohio, In-
diana, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas—11.

Nogs—Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro-
lina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri—10. .

So the amendment was agreed to.

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their State:

Mr. Logan, of Illinois.
Mr. Palmer, of Illinois.

Mr. Turner moved a reconsideration of the above vote, which was
agreed to. The immediate consideration of said question was passed.

Mr. Hitchcock proposed to insist on his amendment.

Mr. Brown moved to lay the amendment of Mr. ITitchcock on the
table.

Which was agreed to.

Myr. Baldwin moved to strike out all after the word “exist,”” in the 17th
line.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Bates, of Delaware, moved to amend said section by striking out the
word “bound,” where it occurs in the 4th, 10th, 19th lines, or other places,
and insert “held;” also to insert, after the word “held,” the words “or
service.”

Which were agreed to.

g
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My, Groesbeck moved to amend said 3d section by striking out the same,
and inserting in place thereof the following:

Srcrrox 3. Congress shall have no power to abolish or eontrol within any State the relations
estabiished or recoguized by the laws thereof, respecting persons held to service or labor therein.

Srcriov 4. Congress shall have no power to legisluate respecting the relation of service or labor
in places under its exclusive jurisdiction, but within States where that relation is established or
recognized, and while it continnes, witheut the consent of such States; nor abolish or impair
such relution in the Distriet of Columbia, without the consent of Maryland, and compensation
to persons to whom such service or libor is due.

Becrron 5. Congress shall have no power to prohibit the removal, from any State or Territory,
of persons held to service or labor therein, to any other State or Territory in which persons are
80 hield ; and the vight, during removal, of tonching at ports, shores, and landings, and of land-
ing in caze of distress, shall exist, but not the right of transit in or through any State or Terri-
tory without its consent. No higher rate of taxation shall be imposed on persons so held than
on lanud.

The question on the adoption of said amendment resulted in the follow-
ing vote:

Avrs—New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ohio, Indi-
ana—7.

Nors—Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North
Carolina, Tennessee, Miszouri, Illinoiz, Kansas—12.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Poliock moved to amend said section by inserting after the word
“distress,” in the 17th line of this report, © but not for sale or trafiic.”

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Vandever moved to amend said section by adding to the section the
following :

Provided nothing herein contaired shall be so construed as to prevent any State from prohibit-

ing the infrodnetion as merchandise of persons held to service or labor, or to prevent such State
from prohibiting the transit of persons so held to service or lubor through its limits.

The question on agrecing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Aves—DNMaine, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Indiana, Towa—T7.

Nops—New Hampshire, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir-
ginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, Illinois, Kansas—I14.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, aslked unanimous consent to introduce the Crit-
tenden propositions.

Which was not given.

Mpe. Groesbecek moved to amend said third section by inserting after the
word “traffic,” the words, “but not the right of transit in or through any
State or Territory without its consent.”

Mr. Ruflin moved to amend the amendment by substituting in licu of
the words, “without its consent,” the words, ~against its dissent.”

Which was agreed to.

The question on agreeing to the amendment of Mr. Groesbeck resulted
in the following vote:

Avrs—DMaine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rliode Island, Conmnecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio—10.
Nors—Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Illi-
nois—=.
So the amendment was agreed to.
The following gentleman dissented from the vote of Lis State:
Mr. Alexander, of New Jersey.
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Mr. Granger moved that when the Convention adjourns it will adjourn
to 71 this evening.

The question on the adjournment resulted in the following vote:

Aves—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Pennsyl-
vania, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Lowa, Kansas—13.

Nors—Rhode Island, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri—6.

So the Convention agreed to adjourn to 74, P. M.

On motion of Mr. Chase, the Convention then adjourned.

The Convention adjourned to 74, P. M.

FerUARY 25, 7%, P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Smith, of New Yorlk, proposed that a committee of two be appointed
by the Chair to arrange for the printing of the journal,

The Chair appointed—

Mr. Smith, of New York.
Mr. Howard, of Maryland.

The Convention procecded to the consideration of the order of the day,
being the third section of the report.

Mr. Hitcheoek moved to amend the third section by striking out the
words “or territory of the United States,” in the third line; also to strike
out in the third and fourth lines, (this report,) the word * involuntary.”

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Avis—Maine, New Hampshive, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Pennsyl-
vania, Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky—10.

Nors—Rhode Island, New Jerscy, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee,
Kentucky, Missouri—9.

So the amendments were agreed to.

Mr. Summers called up for consideration the amendment which had
been proposed by him on the 23d, as amended by Mr. Johnson, to the
second section, as follows:

« No territory shall be acquired by the United States, except by discovery and for naval and
commercial stations, depots, and transit routes, without the concurrence of a majority of all the
Senators from States which allow involuntary servitude, and a majority of all the Senators from

States which prohibit that relation; nor shall territory be acquired by treaty, unless the votes of
a majority of the Senators from each class of States hereinbefore mentioned be cast as a part

of the two third majority necessary to the ratification of such treaty.”’

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Aves—New Hampshire, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir-
ginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio—i2.

" Nors—Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Indiana, Ilinoiz, Kansas—~G.

So the amendment was agreed to.

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the fourth section of
the report. No amendments being proposed, they proceeded to the fifth
section.

Mr. Seddon, of Virginia, moved to strile out all of said section.

The question on agrecing to said motion resulted in the following vote :

Aves—Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky, Missouri—4.

Nors—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, 1llinois, lowa,
Kansas—17.
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So the Convention refused to strike out.

My. James moved to amend said section by striking out the following
words: “From places beyond the preseut limits thereof.”

The question on agrecing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Aves—Maine, New qupshu-e, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana,

Illmms, Kansas—17.
Nors—Virginia, North Carolina, Missouri—3.

So the amendment was agreed to.

Mzr. Seddon, of Virginia, ‘moved to amend said seetion by inserting, in
the fore p:u't of said qectlon the words: “The Congress shall have power
to prohibit,” and to strike out from the latter clause, the words “and for-
ever prohibit.”

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Avrs—Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, 5.

Nors—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas—16.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Doniphan and Mr. Johnson, of Missouri, dissent from the vote of
their State.

Mr. Morehead moved to amend said section by striking out and insert-
ing in lieu thereof:

¢ The foreign slave trade is hereby forever prohibited; and it shall be the duty of Congress to

pass laws to prevent the importation of slaves into the United States and their Territories beyond
the limits thereof.”

Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, moved to amend said amendment, by
inserting after “1m]“101 tation of slaves,” the words “coolics, or persons held
to service or labor.”

Which was accepted by Mr. Morchead.

The question on agrecing to said amendment of Mr. Morchead resulted
in the following vote:

Avis—DPennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky,
Missouri, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois—11.

NUFs—\Iﬂ.me, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New York, New
Jersey, Kansas—S8.

So the amendment was agreed to

The following gentlemen dmagl ced to the vote of their States:

Mr. Hoppin, of Rhode Island.
Mr. Orth, of Indiana.
Mr. Ellis, of Indiana.
Mr. Stockton, of New Jersey.

Mr. , of Massachusetts, moved to strike out the whole
gection.

The question on striking out resulted in the following vote:

Avrs—Massachusetts, Virginia, Tennessee—3.

Nors—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jer-
gey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, North Carolina, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois, Towa, Kansas—18.

So the Convention refused to strilke out.

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the sixth section.
No amendment being proposed, they proceeded to the seventh section.
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Mr. Turner, of Illinois, moved the adoption of the following amendment
to the seventh section, by striking out and inserting:

“Congress shall provide by law for securing to the citizens of each State the privileges and
immunities of citizens of the several States.”

Mr. Logan, of Illinois, moved to amend said amendment by inserting
¢“fpree white” before the word “citizens.”

The question on agreeing to said amendment ‘resulted in the following
vote:

Avrs—New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee,
Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois—10.

Nors—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
Yok, Iowa—B.

So the amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Orth, of Indiana, disagreed to the vote of his State.

The question recurring on the amendment as amended, resulted in the
following vote:

Aves—None.

Noes—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee,
Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, Indiana—18.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Wilmot moved the adoption of the following as an amendment to
the seventh scction:

“And Congress shall further provide by law, that the United States shall make full compen-
sation to a citizen of any State, who in any other State shall suffer, by reason of violence or
intimidation from mobs and riotous assemblies, in his person or property, or in the deprivation,
by violence, of his rights secured by this Constitution.”

Mr. Orth moved that the Convention adjourn, which resulted in the
following vote:

Avyrs—Maine, Connecticut, New York, Indiana, Ilinois, TJowa, Kansas—T.

Nors—New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohic—14.

So the Convention refused to adjourn.

The question recurring to agree to the amendment of Mr. Wilmot,
resulted in the following vote:

Ayes—Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illinois, Towa—8.

Nors—Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro-
lina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio—11.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr Barringer moved to amend the seventh section by adding at the end
of this section the words following :

¢«And in all cases in which the United States shall pay for such fugitive, Congress shall also
provide for the collection by the United States of the amount so pald, with interest, from the
county, city, or town, in which such arrest shall have been prevented, or rescue made.”

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Avrs—Virginia, North Carolina, and Kansas—3.

Nors—Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana,
Illinoig, and Iowa—17.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

The following gentlemen disagreed to the vote of their States:

Mr. Kent, of Maryland.
Mr. Clay, of Kentucky.
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Mr. Frelinghuysen moved to amend the Tth section by adding the fol-
lowing words :

“Conzress shall provide by law for securing to the citizens of each State the privileges immu-
nities of citizens in the several States.”

The question on the adoption of said amendment resulted in the follow-
ing vote:

Aves—Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Towa, Maine Massachusetts, Maryland, New

Jersey, New York, New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennzylvania, Rhode Island Vermont, Kansas—16.
Nors—Kentucky, Missouri, North Carolina, Tennessce, Virginin—i.

So the amendment was agreed to.
The following centleman dissented from the vote of his State:
Mvr. Roman, of Maryland,

Mr. Ames, of Massachusetts, moved to amend said seetion by striking
out the word “force,” and inserting in place of the same the words : “like
violence and intimidation;” which was agreed to.

Mr. Orth, of Indiana, moved to amend said section by adding at the
close thereof the following words:

“And such fugitive shall then be discharged from such service, after being paid therefor.”

The question on the adoption of said amendment resulted in the follow-
ing vote:

Avrs—Illinois, Indiann, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New ITampshire, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Kansas—10.

Nors—Connecticut, Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina,
Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia—I1.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Clay moved to amend said report by adding as Section 8 the follow-
ing:

“The second paragraph of the second section of fourth article of Constitution shall be so eon-
strued that no State shall have the power to consider and determine what is treazon, felony, or ¢crime
in nnother State ; but that a person charged in any Seate with treason, felony, or ¢rime, who
shall flee from justice and be found in another State, shall, on demand of the executive author-
ity of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having jurisdie-
tion of the crime.”

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Aves—Kentucky, Missouri, North Carolina, Tennessce, Virginia—Db.

Norks—Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Towa, Muine, Massachusetts, Maryland, New
Jersey, New York, New FHampshire, Ohio, Penhsylvania, Rlode Island, Vermont, Kansas—I16.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

At 2 o'clock, A. M., Convention adjourned to 11, A. M., on the 26th.

Wasminaron, February 26, 1861,
Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
The order of the day being the reconsideration of the vote on Mr. Orth’s
amendment,
The question as to the reconsideration of said vote resulted as follows:
Aves—Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp-
ghire, Ohio, Vermont, Kansas—11.

Nors—Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Penngylvania,
Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia—10.

So the vote was reconsidered.
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Mr. Backus moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Grth, by substitut-
ing the following :
«“And the acceptance of such payment shall preclude the owner from further claim to said
fugitive.”
The question on the adoption of the amendment resulted as follows:
Aves—Connecticut, Delaware, Illinoig, Towa, Kentueky, Maine, Massachusetts, Maryland,
New Jersey, New York, North Cuarolina, New Hampshire. Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
Tennessce, Vermont—17.
Nors—Indinna, Missouri, Virginia—3.
So the amendment was agreed to.
The following gentlemen dissented (rom the votes of their States:
M, Dent, Mr. Roman, of Maryland.
Mr. Stephens, Mr. Totten, of Tennessee.
Mr. Brounson, of New York, moved the adoption of the following:

“Refore reaching the final question on the plan to be submitted to Congress, no member shall
be allowed to speak more than three minutes on any proposition.”

Which was laid on the table.

Mr. Field moved to amend said report by adding the following:

Sreriony 8. The union of the States under the Constitution is indissoluble, and no State can
secede from the Union, or nullify an act of Congress, or absolve its citizens {rom thelr parnmount
obligation of obedience to the Constitution and Taws of the United States.

Mr. Iwing moved to lay the same on the table: which was agreed to.

Mr. Field moved to amend the seventh section by striking out and
inserting the following:

Articnr 1. No State shall withdeaw from the Union without the consent of all the States,
given in a Convention of the States, convened in pursuance of an act passed Ly two thirds of
each ITouse of Congress.

Mr. Clay raised a point of order as to this proposed amendment, and
stated the point of order to be that the amendment was not germain to
the subject-matter of the section.

The President over-ruled the point of ovder.

Mr. Goodrich moved to amend said amendment by inserting in licu
thercof the following:

« And no State can sccede from the Union, or nullify an act of Congress, or abzolve its citi-
zens from their paramount obligations of obedience to the Constitution and laws of the United
States.”

The President decided the amendment not to be in order.

Mr. Field accepted certain amendments to his amendment, and moved
to amend said section, by striking out and substituling the following, in
licu of section seven of said report:

« Tt is declared to be the true intent and meaning of the present Constitution, that the union
of the States under it is indissoluble.”

Mr. Buckner moved to amend the same by adding the following:

« But this declaration shall not be construed so as to give the Federal Government power or
authority to coerce or to make war, directly or indirectly, upon a State, on account of a fallure
to comply with its obligations.”

The question on agrecing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Aves—Delaware, Maryland, Missouri, North Carolina, Virginia—3.

Noes—Connecticut, Illinoig, Indiana, Towa, Maine, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York,
New lumpshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont, Kansas—15.

So the amendment was not agreed to.
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Mr. Bronson moved to amend said amendment by striking out and in-
serting in lieu thercof the following:

¢ While we do not recognize the constitutional right of any State to secede from the Union,
we are deeply impressed by the fact that this Government is not maintained by force, but by
unity of origin and interest, inducing fraternal feelings between the people of different sections
of the country, and our labors have been directed to the end of giving a new assurance to our
brethren, North, South, East, and West, of our determination to stand firmly by all the compro-
mises of the Constitution.”

The question on the adoption of said amendment being called without
a vote of States, the same was not agreed to.

The question recurring to the amendment of Mr. Field, was determined
by the following vote:

Aves—Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Towa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp-

shire, Vermont, Kansas—10.
Nors—Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Penn-

sylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessce, Virginia—11.

So the amendment was not agreed to.
Mr. Somes moved to amend by adding the following as section 8.

“ That the freedom of speech, or of the press, shall not be abridged ; but that the people of
any Territory of the United States shall be left perfectly free to discuss the subject of slavery.”

It was moved to lay the same on the table, and resulted in the following
vote:

Aves—Delaware, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia, Kansas—13.
Noes—Connecticut, 1llinois, Iowa, Maine, Vermont—>.

So the amendment was laid on the table.
Mr. Vandever moved to amend the same by the following section:

¢ The navigation of the Mississippi river shall remain free to the people of each and all the
States ; and Congress shall provide by law for the protection of commerce on said river against
all interference, foreign or domestic.

It was moved to lay the same on the table, and resulted in the following
vote:

Aves—Delaware, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, New
Hampshire, Ohio, Penusylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont, Virgir}ia.——l&l.
Noes—Connecticut, Illinois, Inwa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York—6.

So the amendment was laid on the table.
Mr. Baldwin moved to strike out all the sections of the report, and in-
sert the following :

Whereas, unhappy differences exist, which have alienated from each other portions of the peo-
ple of the United States, to such an extent as seriously to disturb the peace of the nation and
impair the vegular and efficient action of the Government within the sphere of its constitutional
powers and duties :

And whereas, the Legislature of the State of Kentucky has made application to Congress to
call a Convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States:

And whereas, it is believed to be the opinion of the people of other States that amendments to
the Constitution are, or may become, necessary to secure to the people of the United States, of
every section, the full and equal enjoyment of their rights and liberties, so far as the same may
depend for their security and protection on the powers granted to, or withheld from the General
Government, in pursuance of the national purposes for which it was ordained and established :

This Convention does, therefore, recommend to the several States to unite with Kentucky in her
application to Congress to call a Convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution of
the United States, to be submitted to the Legislatures of the several States, or to conventions
therein, for ratification, as the one or the other mode of ratifi~ation may be proposed by Congress,
in accordance with the provision in the fifth article of the Constitution.
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The question on agrecing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Aves—Connceticut, Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New ITampshire, Ver-
mont—=3.

Nogs—Delaware, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio.
Penusylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia, Kansas—13.

So the amendment was net agreed to.
The following gentlemen disagreed to the vote of their States:
Mr. Bronson, of New York.
Mr. Granger, of New York.
Mr. Dodge, of New York.
Mr. Corning, of New York.
Mr. Orth, of Indiana.
Mr. Hackleman, of Indiana.
Mr. Seddon, of Virginia, moved to amend said report by striking out
and inserting as follows:

JOINT RESOLUTIONS proposing certain amendments to the Constitution of the United
Stutes.

Warneas, Serious and alarming dissensions have arisen between the northern and south-
arn States, concerning the rights and security of the rights of the slaveholding States, and espee-
fally their rights in the common territory of the United States; and whereas, it is eminently
desirable and proper that those dissensions, which now threaten the very existence of this Union,
should be permanently quieted and settled by constitutional provisions, which shall do equal jus-
tice to all scctions, and thereby restore to the people that peace and good will which ought
to prevail between all the citizens of the United States; therefore,

Resolved by this Convention, that the following articles are hereby approved and submitted to
the Congress of the United States, with the rcquest that they may, by the requisite constitutional
majority ¢f two thirds, be recommended to the respective States of the Union, to be, when rati-
fied by conventions of three fourths of the States, valid and operative as amendments of the
Constitution of the Union.

ArrticLe L. In all the territory of the United States now Lield or hereafter acquired, situate
north of latitude thirty-six degrees and thirty minates, slavery or involuntary servitude, except
as a punishment for crime, is prohibited, while such territory shall remain under Territorial gov-
ernment. In all the territory now or hereafter acquired south of said line of latitude slavery of
the African race is hereby recognized as existing, and shall not be interfered with by Congress;
but shall be protected as property by all the departments of the Territorial government during
its continuance; and when any Territory, north or south of said line, within such boundaries as
Congress may prescribe, shall contain the population requisite for a member of Congress, accord-
ing to the then federal ratio of representation of the people of the United States, it shall, if its
form of zovernment be republican, be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the
original States, with or without slavery, as the constitution of such new State may provide.

Armicre 2. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery in places under its exclusive juris-
diction, and sitnate within the limits of States that permit the holding of slaves.

ArticLi 3. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery within the District of Columbia,
g0 long as it exists in the adjoining States of Virginia and Maryland, or either, nor without the
consent of the free white inkabitants, nor without just compensation first made to guch owners of
slaves as do not consent to such abolishment. Nor shall Congress at any time probibit officers
of the Federal Government or members of Congress, whose duties require them to be in said
District, from bringing with them their slaves, and holding them as such, during the time their
duties may require them to remain there, and afterwards taking them from the District.

ArricLE 4. Congress shall have no power to prohibit or hinder the transportation of slaves
from one State to another, or to a Territory in which slaves are by law permitted to be held,
whether that transportation be by land, navigable rivers, or by the sea. And if such transporta-
tion be by sea, the slaves shall be protected as property by the Federal Government. And the
right of transit by the owners with their slaves in passing to or from one slaveholding State or
Territory to another, between and through the non-slaveholding States and Territories, shall be
protected. And in imposing direct taxes pursuant to the Constitution, Congress shall have no
power to impose on slaves a higher rate of tax than on land, according to their just value.

Articte 5. That, in addition to the provisions of the third paragraph of the second section of
the fourth article of the Constitution of the United States, Congress shall provide by law, that
the United States shall pay to the owner who shall apply for it the full value of his fugitive slave
in all cases when the marshal, or other officer, whose duty it was to arrest said fugitive, was pre-
vented from so doing by violence or intimidation, cr when, after arrest, said fugitive was res-
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cued by force, and the owner thercby prevented and obstructed in the pursuit of his reme 1y for
the recovery of his fugitive slave, under the said clause of the Constitution and the laws made
in pursuance thereof. And in all such cases, when the United States shall pay for such fugitive,
they shall reimburse themselves by imposing and collecting a tax on the county or city in which
said violence, intimidation, or rescue was committed, equal in amou t to the sum paid by them,
with the addition of interest and the costs of collection; and the said county or city, afier it has
paid said amount to the United States, may, for its indemnity, sue and recover from the wrong-
doers, or rescuers, by whom the owner was prevented from the recovery of his fugitive slave, in
like manner as the owner himself might have sued and recovered.

ArricLe 6. No future amendment of the Constitution shall affect the five preceding articles,
nor the third paragraph of the second section of the first article of the Constitution, nor the
third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of said Constitution, and noe smend-
ment shall be made to the Constitution which will authorize or give to Congress auy power to
abolish or interfere with slavery in any of the States by whose laws it is or may be allowed or
permitted.

ArticLE 7. 8gc. 1. The elective franchise and the  right to hold office, whether Federal,
State, Territorial, or municipal, shall not be exercised by persons who are, in whole or in part,
of the African race.

And whereas, also, besides those causes of dissension embraced in the foregoing amendments
proposed to the Constitution of the United States, there are others wlich come within the Jjuris-
diction of Cengress, and may be remedied by its legislative power; and whereas, it is the Cesire
of this Convention, as far as its influence may extend, to remove all just cause for the pepular
discontent and agitation which now disturb the peace of the country, and threaten the stability
of its institutions; therefore,

1. Resolved, 'That the laws now in force for the recovery of fugitive slaves are in strict pursu-
ance of the plain and mandatory provisions of the Constitution, and have been sanctioned as
valid and constitutional by the judgment of the Supreme Court of the United States; that the
slaveholding Stutes are entitied to the fairhful observance and executiun of those laws, and that
they ought not to be repealed or so modified or changed as to impair their efficiency; and thas
laws ought to be made for the punishment of those who attempt, by rescue of the slave or other
illegal means, to hinder or defeat the due execution of said laws.

2. That all State laws which conflict with the fugitive slave acts, or any other constitutional
acts of Congress, or which in their operation impede, hinder, or delay the free course and due
execution of any of said acts, are null and void by the plain provisions of the Constitution of
the United States. Yet those State laws, void as they are, have given color to practices, and
led to consequeiices which have obstructed the due administration and execution of acts of Con-
gress, and especially the acts for the delivery of fugitive slaves, and have thereby contributed
much to the discord and commotion now prevailing.  This convention, therefore, in the present
porilous juncture, does not deem it improper, respectfully and carnestly, to recommend the repeal
ef those laws to the several States which have enacted them, or such legislative corrections or
explanations of them as may prevent their being used or perverted to such mischievous purposes.

3. "That the act of the eighteenth of September, eighteen hundred and fifty, commonly called
the fugitive slave law, onght to be so amended as to make the fee of the commissioner, men-
tioned 1n the eighth section of the act, equal in amount, in the cases decided by lim, whether
his decision be in favor of or against the claimant. And to avoid misconstruction, the last clause
of the fifth section of said act, which authorizes the person holding a warrant for the arrest or
detention of a fugitive slave to summon to his aid the posse comitatus, and which declares it $o
be the duty of all good citizens to assist him in its execution, ought to be so amended as to
expressly limit the authority and duty to cases in which there shall be resistance, or dunger of
resistance or rescue.

4. That the laws for the suppression of the African slave trade, and especially those prohibit-
ing the importati.n of slaves into the United States, ought to be made effectual, and ought to
be thoroughly executed, and all further enactiments necessary to those ends ought to be promptly
made.

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in tho following
vote:

Avrs—Kentucky, Missouri, North Carolina, Virginin—4.

Nors—Connecticut, Delaware, 1llinois, Indiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Maryland, New Jersey,
New York, New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont, Kansag—16.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Dent, ot" Maryland, dissented from the vote of his State.

Mr. Clay, according to previous notice, moved to amend said report by
sfriking out the same, and inserting the following:

Wrereas the Union is in danger; and owing to the unhappy divisions existing in Congress,
i;t weuld be difficult, if not impossible, for that body to concur, in Loth its brauches, by the
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requisite majority, so ag te enable it either to adopt such measures of legislation, or to recom-
mend to the States such amendments to the Constitution as are deemed necessary and proper to
avert that danger; and whereas in so great an emergency, the opinion and judgment of the
people ought to be heard, and would be the best and surest guide to their representatives; there-
fore,

Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law, without delay, for taking the sense of the
people, and submitting to their vote the following resolutions as the basis for the final and perma-
nent sestlement of those disputes that now disturb the peace of the country and threaten the
existence of the Union. '

And that whereas, serious and alarming dissensions have arisen between the Northern and
Bouthern ®tates, concerning the rights and security of the rights of the slaveholding States, and
especially their rights in the common territory of the United States; and whereas, it is eminently
desirable and proper that those dissensions, which now threaten the very existence of this Union,
should be permanently quieted and settled by constitutional provisions, which shall do equal jus-
tice to all sections, and thereby restore to the people that peace and good will which ought to
prevail between all the citizens of the United States : therefure,

Resolved, That the following articles be, and are hereby, proposed and submitted as amend-
ments to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes
a8 part of said Constitution, when ratified by conventions of three fourths of the several States.

Arrvicre 1. In all the territory of the United States now held, or hereafter acquired, situabe
north of latitude thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes, slavery or involuntary servitude, except as
2 punishment for crime, is prohibited, while such territory shall remain under territorial govern-
ment. In all the territory south of said line of latitude slavery of the African race is hereby
recognized as existing, and shall not be interfered with by Cougress ; but hall be protected ag
property by all the departments of the territorial government during its continuance ; and whea
any territory north or south of said line, within such boundaries as Congress may prescribe, shall
eontain the population requisite for a member of Congress, according to the then federal ratio of
representation of the people of the United States, it shall, if its form of government be repub-
lican, be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original States, with or without
lavery, as the constitution of such new State may provide.

ArricrLe 2. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery in places under its exclusive juris-
diction, and sitnate within the limits of States that permit the holding of slaves.

ArricLe 3. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery within the District of Columbia,
80 long as it exists in the adjoining States of Virginia and Maryland, or either, nor without the
eonsent of the inhabitants, nor without just compensation first made to such owners of slaves
as do not consent to such abolishment. Nor shall Congress at any time prohibit officers
of the Federal Government, or members of Congress, whose duties require them to be in said
District, from bringing with them their slaves, and holding them as such during the time their
duties may require them to remain there, and afterwards taking them from the District.

Awrticre 4. Congress shall have no power to prohibit or hinder the transportation of slaves
from cne State to another, or to a Territory in which slaves are by law permitted to be held,
whether that transportation be by land, navigable rivers, or by the sea. And the right of transit
by the owners with their slaves, in passing to or from one slaveholding State or Territory to
another, between and through the non-slaveholding States and Territories, shall be protected.

Arricre 5. That, in addition to the provisions of the third paragraph of the second section of
the fourth article of the Constitution of the United States, Congress shall have power to pro-
vide by law, and it shall be its duty so to provide, that the United States shall pay to the owner
who shall apply for it, the full value of his fugitive slave, in all cases, when the marshal, or
other officer, whose duty it was to arrest said fugitive, was prevented from so doing by violence
or intimidation, or when, after arrest, said fugitive was rescued by force, and the owner thereby
prevented and obstructed in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of his fugitive slave,
under the said clause of the Constitution and the laws made in pursuance thereof. And in
all such cases, when the United States shall pay for such fugitive, they shall have the power
to reimburse themselves by imposing and collecting a tax on the county or city in which said vio-
lence, intimidation, or rescue was committed, equal in amount to the sum paid by them, with
the addition of interest and the costs of collection; and the said county or city after it has paid
gaid amouut to the United States, may, for its indemnity, sue and recover from the wrong-doers,
or rescuers, by whom the owner was prevented from the recovery of his fugitive slave, in like
manner ag the owner himself might have sued and recovered

ArricLe 6. No future amendment of the Contitution shall affect the five preceding articles,
nor the third paragraph of the second section of the first article of the Constitution, nor the
third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of said Constitution, and no amend-
ment shall be made to the Constitution which will authorize or give to Congress any power to
abolish or interfere with slavery in any of the States by whose laws it is or may be allowed or

-permitted.

ArricLe 7. Sgc. 1. The elective franchise and the right to hold office, whether federal, State,

terri‘orial, or municipal, shall not be exercised by persons who are, in whole or in part, of the
-African race.
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Sre. 9. The United States shall have power to aequire from time to time, districts of country,
in Africa and South America, for the colonization, at expense of the federal Treasury, of such
free negroes and mulattoes as the several Suates may wish to have removed from their limis,
and from the Distriet of Columbia, and such other places as may be under the jurisdiction of
Congress.

And whereas, also, besides those causes of dissension embraced in the foregoing amendments
proposed to the Constitution of the United States, there are others which come within the juris-
diction of Congress, and may be remedied by its legislative power; and whereas, it is the desire
of this Convention, as far as its influence may extend, to remove all just cause for the popular
discontent aud agitation which now disturb the peace of the country, and threaten the stability
of its institutions: therefore,

1. Resolved, That the laws now in force for the recovery of fugitive slaves are in strict pur-
guance of the plain and mandatory provisions of the Constitution, and have been sanctioned as
valid and constitutional by the judgment of the Supreme Court of the United States; that the
slaveholding States are entitled to the faithful observance and execution of those laws, and that
they ought not to be repealed or so modified or changed as to impair their efficiency; and that
laws ought to be made for the punishment of those who attempt, by rescue of the slave or other
illegal means, to hinder or defeat the due execution of said laws.

9. That all State laws which conflict with the fugitive slave acts, or any other constitutional
acts of Congress, or which in their operation impede, hinder, or delay the free course and due
execution of any of said acts, are null and void by the plain provisions of the Constitution of
the United States. Yet those State laws, void as they are, have given color to practices, and
led to consequences which have obstructed the due administration and execution of acts of Con-
gress, and eapecially the acts for the delivery of fugitive slaves, and have thereby contributed
much to the discord and commotion now prevailing. This Convention, therefore, in the present
perilous juncture, does not deem it improper, respectfully and earncstly, to recommend the repeal
of those laws to the several States which have enacted them, or such legislative corrections ov
explanations of them as may prevent their being used or perverted to such mischievous purposes.

3. That theact of the eighteenth of September, eighteen hunded and fifty, commonly called the
fugitive slave law, ought to be so amended as to make the fee of the commissioner, mentioned
in the eighth section of the act, equal in amount, in the cases decided by him, whether hia
decision be in favor of or against the claimant. And to avoid misconstruction, the last clause
of the fifth section of said act, which authorizes the person holding a warrant for the arrest or
detention of a fugitive slave to summon to his aid the posse comitatus, and which declares it te
be the duty of all good citizens to assist him in its execution, ought to be so amended as to
expressly limit the authority and duty to cases in which there shall be resistance, or danger ¢f
resistance or rescue.

4. That the laws for the suppression of the African slave trade, and especially those prohibit.
ing the importfation of slaves into the United States, ought to be made effectual, and ought te
be thoroughly executed, and all further enactments necessary to those ends ought to be promptly
made.

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Aves—Kentucky, Missouri, North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia—b.
Noes—Conneecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Maryland, New
Jersy, New York, New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont—14.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Dent, of Maryland, dissented from the vote of his State.

Mr. Tuck, of New Hampshiro, moved to amend said report by striking
out, and inserting as follows:

Teo tut ProrLE oF THE UNiTED STATES !

On the 4th day of February, 1861, in compliance with the invitation of the Btate of Virginia,
eommissioners from several other States met the commissioners of that State in Conference Con-
vention, in the city of Washington. From time to time, commissioners from other States appear-
ed, appointed, as were those who first appeared, some by the Legislatures, and some by the Gov-
ernors of their respective States, until, on the 23d instant, twenty-one States were then repre-
sentcd. The Convention thus constituted claims no authority under the Constitution and laws ;
but deeply impressed with a sense of existing dissensions and dangers, procerded to a careful
consideration of them and ther appropriate remedies, and having brought their deliberations to
a close, now submit the result to the judgment of their fellow-citizens.

W e recognize and deplore the divisions and distractions which now afflict our country, inter-
rupt its prosperity, disturb its peace, and endanger the Union of the States ; but we repel the
conclusion that any alienations or dissensions exist which are irreconcilable, which justify
attempts at revolution, or which the patriotism and fraternal sentiments of the people, and the
interests and honor of the whole nation, will not overcome.
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In a country embracing the central and most important portion of a continent, among a people
now numbering over thirty millions, diversities of opinion inevitably exist ; and rivalrvies, inten-
gified at times by locul interests and sectional attachments, must often occur ; yet we do not
doubt that the theory of our government is the best which is possible for this nation, that the
Union of the States is of vital importance, and that the Constitution, which expresses the com-
bined wisdom of the illustrious founders of the government, is still the palladium of our liber-
ties, adequate to every emergency, and justly entitled to the support of every good eitizen.

It embraces, in its provisions and spirit, all the defense and protection which any section of
the country can rightfully demand, or honorably concede.

Adopted with primary reference to the wants of five millions of people, but with the wisest
reference to future expansion and development, it has carried us onward with a rapid inerease of
numbers, an accumulation of wealth, and a degree of happiness and general prosperity never
attained by any other nation.

Whatever branch of industry, or whatever staple production shall become, in the possible
changes of the future, the leading interest of the country, thereby creating unforeseen compli-
cations or new conflicts of opinion and interest, the Constitution of the United States, properly
understood, and fairly enforced, is equal to every exigency, a shield and defense to all in every
time of need. If, however, by reason of » change in circumstances, or for any cruse, a portion
of the people believe they ought to have their rights more exactly defined or more fully explained
in the Constitution, it is their duty, in accordance with its provisions, to seek a remedy by wuy
of amendment to that instrument ; and it is the duty of all the States to concur in such amend-
ments as may be found necessary to insure equal and exuct justice to all.

Tu order, thevefore, to announce to the country the sentiments of this Convention, respecting
not only the remedy which should be sought for existing discontents, but also to eommunicate to
the public what we believe to be the patriotic sentiment of the country, we adopt the following
resolutions :

1st. Resolved, That this Convention recognize the well understood proposition that the Consti-
tution of the United States gives no power to Congress, or any brauch of the Federal Govern-
ment to interfere in any manner with slavery in any of the States ; and we are assured, by
abundant testimony, that neither of the great political organizations existing in the eountry con-
templates a violation of the spirit of the Constitution in this regard, or the procuring of any
gmendment thereof, by which Congress, or any department of the General Government, shall
ever have jurizdiction over slavery in any of the States.

9. Resolved, That the Constitution was ordained and established, as set forth in the preamble,
33* the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, insure

omestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure
the blessings of liberty to themselves and their posterity; and when the people of any State are
not in full enjoyment of all the benefits intended to be secured to them by the Constitution, or
their rizhts under it are disrezarded, their tranquility disturbed, their prosperity retarded, or their
liberty imperiled by the people of any other State, full and adequate redress can and ought to be
provided for sach grievances.

3d. Resalved, That the Counstitution of the United States, and the acts of Congress in pursu-
ance thereof, arve the supreme law of the land, to which every citizen owes faithtul obedience;
and it is theretore respectfully recommended to the Legislatures of the several States to consider
impartially whatever complaints may be made of acts, as inconsistent therewith, by sister States
or their citizens, and carefully revise their statutes, in view of such complaints, and to repeal
whatever provisions may be found to be in contravention of that supreme law.

4th. Resolved, That this Convention recommend to the Legislatures of the several States of
the Union to follow the example of the Legislatures of the States of Kentucky and of Illinois,
in applying to Congress to call a Convention for the proposing of amendments to the Constitution
of the United States, pursuant to the fifth article thereof.

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following
vote:

Avis—Connecticut, Ilinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New ITamp-
shire, Vermont—9.

Noes—Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Penn-
sylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia—I1.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr., Brockenbrough proposed to amend said report by what he read.

The Chair roled the same out of order.

Mr. Guthrie moved that the Convention proceed to vote on the sections
of the report as amonded, section by section ; which was agreed to.

Mr. Eilis, of Indiana, moved so to amend the rule that the report shall
be taken up, and each section and each distinct proposition be voted on
separately.
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The Chair determined the motion was out of order.
Mr. Guthric moved the adoption of the 1st section, as follows:
ARTICLE 13.

Secrron 1. In all the present territory of the United States, north of the parallel of thirty-six
degrees and thirty minutes of north latitude, involuntary servitude, except in punishment of’ crime,
is prohibited. In all the present territory south of that Iine, the status of persons held to invol-
untury service or labor, as it now exists, shall not be changed ; nor shall any law Le r-1~~ed by
Congress or the Territorial Legislature to hinder or prevent > the. taking of such persons from any
of the States of this Union to saul territory, nor to impair the rights arising from caid relation; buk
the same shall be subject to judicial cognizance in the federal courts, accurding to the course of
the common law. When any territory north or seuth of said line, within such boundary as Con-
gress may prescribe, shall contain a population equal to that required for a member of Congress,
it shall, it its form of government be republican, be admitted into the Union on an equal “foot
ing with the original Statea, with or without involuntary servitude, as the constitution of such
State may pmude

The question on agreeing to said scction resulted in the following vote:

AYEsﬂ-;De]aware, Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Ten-
nessee—>o.

Nors—Connecticut, Illinois, Towa, Maine, Massachusetts, Missouri, New York, North Caro-
lina, New Hampshire, Vermont, Virginia—I11.

So the section was not agreed to.

The following O'entlunen dissented from the vote of their States:

Mr. Ruffin and Mr. Morehead, of North Carolina.

Mr. Totten, of Tennessce.

My, Coalter and Mr. IHough, of Missouri.

Mr. Bronson, Mr, Corning, Mr. Dodge, Mr. Wool, and Mr. Granger, of
New York

Mr. Meredith and Mr. Wilmot, of Pennsylvania.

Mr. Rives and Mr. Summers of Virginia.

Mr. Clay and Mr. Butler, of Kcntucl;y.

Mr. Logan, of Illinois.

A reconsideration of said vote was called by Illinois, and agreed to—14
10 5.

Pending the consideration of said section, Mr. Granger moved an
adjournment to half-past 7 o'clock, P, M.

The Convention then adjourned.

7% o'cLoCK, P. M.
The Convention assembled according to adjournment.
Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, moved the Convention adjourn to 10 o’cloclk,
the 27th.
Which was agreed to—ayes 17, noes 5.
So the Convention adjourned.

Wasm~arox Ciry, February 27, 1861,

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

President Tyler in the chair.

The proceedings were opened with prayer from the Rev. Dr. Gurley.

The order of the day was the adoption of the first scction.

Mr. Guthrie moved the adoption of the first section of the report, as
amended, and reading as follows:
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Seorion 1. Tn all the present territory of the United States, north of the parallel of thirty-six
decrecs and thirty minutes of north latitude, involuntary servitude, except in punishment of
erime. is prohibited. In all the present territory south of that line, the =tatus of persons held
to involuntary service or labor, as it now exists, shall not be changed; nor shall any law be passed
by Congress or the Territorial Legislature to hinder or prevent the taking of such pers s from
any of the States of thiz Union to suid teritory, nor to impair the rights arising from said rela-
tion; bur the same shall be subject to judicial cognizance in the federal courts, according to the
course of the common law. When any territory north or south of said line, within such boundary
as Congress may prescribe, shall contain a population equal to that required for a member of
Congress, it shall, if its form of government be republican, be admitted into the Union on an
equal footing with the orizinal States, with or without involuntary servitude, as the constituiion
of such State may provide.

The question on the adoption of said section resulted in the following
vote: )

Aves—Delaware, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
Tennessee—3.

Nors—Conuecticut, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, North Carolina, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Virginia—8.

So the section was adopted.

On calling New York, the members stated that one of their number was
absent, and the delegation were divided. Inquiry was made of the Presi-
dent whether an absent member could vote. The President decided he
could not, without general leave.

New York, Indiana, and Kansas were divided.

When Indiana was called to vote on the first section, Mr. Hackelman
rose and said :

The Commissioners of Indiana were appointed by virtue of resolutions passed by the Legisla-
ture of that State, which required them to report to the Legislature any proposition before voting
for it finally, so as to commit the State. Itis impossible to obtain the time to submit the pre-
posed amendments to the Legislature of Indiana for its approval or rejection.  Indiana, therefore,
declines to vote.

Indiana having declined to vote, Mr. T. C. Slanghter asked to have his
individual vote entered in the affirmative on first section.

Mr. Kllis, of Indiana, for the reason stated above, asked to have his
individual vote entered in the negative on the first section.

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States:

Mr. Clay and Mr. Butler, of Kentucky.

Mr. Raffin and Mr. Morehead, of North Carolina.
Mr. Meredith and Mr. Wilmot, of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Totten, of Tennessee.

Mr. Cook, of Illinois.

Mr. Rives and Mr. Summers, of Virginia.

Mr. Chase and Mr. Wolcott, of Ohio.

Mr. Guthrie moved the adoption of the second section of the report, as
amended, and reading as follows:

Sporioy 2. No territory shall be acquired by the United States, except by discovery, and for
naval and commercial stations, depots, and teansit rontes, without the concurrence of a majority
of all the Senitors from States which allow involuntary servitude, and a mujority of all the
Senators from States which prohibit that relation; nor shall territory be acquired by treaty,
unless the votes of a majority of the Senators from each clags of States hereinbefore mentioned
be cast as a pact of the two thirds majority necessary to the ratification of such treaty.

The question on the adoption of said section resulted in the following
vote:

Aves—Delaware, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Tenuessee, Virginia—11.

Nogs—Connecticut, Illinois, lowa, Maine, Massachusetts, North Carolina, New Hampshire,
Vermont—3.
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New York and Kansas were divided.

So the section was adopted.

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States:

Mr. Meredith and Mr. Wilmot, of Pennsylvania,
Mr. Ruftin and Mr. Morehead, of North Carolina.
Mr. Tyler, of Virginia.

My, Clay, of Kentucky.

Mr. Hackelman and Mvr. Orth, of Indiana.

Mr. Guthrie, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of the third section of
the report, as amended, and reading as follows:

Secrron 3. Neither the Constitution, nor any amendment theveof, shall be construed to give
Congress power to regulate, abolish, or control, with.n any Stite, the relation established or receg-
mized by the laws thereof touching persons held to labor or involuntary service therein, nor to
interfere with or abolish involuntary service in the District of Columbia without the consent of
Maryland and without the consent of the owners, or making the owners who do not consent jusg
compensation; nor the power to interfere with or prohibit Representatives and others from bring-
ing with them to the District of Columbia, retaining, and taking away, persons so held to labor
or service; nor the power to interfere with or abolish involuntary service in places under the
exclusive jurisdiction of the United States within those States and Territories where the same is
established or recognized; nor the power to prohibit the removal or transportation of persons
held to Iabor or involuntary service in any State or Territory of the United States to any other
State or Territory thereof where it is established or recognized by law or usage; and the right
durirg transportation, by sea or river, of touching at ports, shores, and landings, and of landing
in case of distress, shall exist; but not the right of transit in or through any State or Territory,
or of sale or traflic, against the laws thereof. Nor shall Congress have power to authorize any
higher rate of taxation on persons held to labor or service than on land.

The bringing into the Distriet of Columbia of persons held to labor or service for sale, or
placing them in depots to be afterwards transferred to other places for sale as merchandise, is
prohibited.

The question on the adoption of said section resulted in the following
vote:

Ayes—Delaware, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohie,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia—I2.

Noes—Connecticut, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont—T7.

New York and Kansas were divided.

So the section was adopted.

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States:

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky.

Mr. Cook, of Illinois.

Mr. Slaughter, of Indiana.

Mr. Chase and Mr. Wolcott, of Ohio.

Mr. Guthrie, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of the fourth scction of
the report, as amended, and reading as follows:

Secrion 4. The third parageaph of the second section of the fourth article of the Constitu-
tion shall not be construed to prevent any of the States, by appropriate legislation, and through
the action of their judicial and ministerial officers, from enforcing the delivery of fugitives from
labor to the person to whom such service or labor is due.

The question on the adoption of said section resulted in the followin

I g
vote:

Aves—~Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey,
North Carolina, Ohio, Penusylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia—15.

Noes—Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire—4.

New York and Kansas were divided.

So the section was adopted.

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States :

Mr. Baldwin, of Connecticut.
Mr. Hackleman, Mr. Orth, of Indiana.
Mr. Chase, Mr. Wolcott, of Ohio.
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Me. Guihrie, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of the fifth section of the
report, as amended, and reading as follows:

Srerion 5. The foreign slave trade is hereby forever prohibited ; and it shall he the duty of
Congress to pass laws to prevent the importation of slaves, coolies, ov persons helid to service or
labor, into the United States and the Territories from places beyond the limits thereol

The question on the adoption of said seetion resulted in the following
vote:

Aves—OConnecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey,
New Yoik, New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessce, Verment, and
Kansas—I6. .

Noes—Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, North Carolina, and Virginia—?5.

So this scetion was adopted. _

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States:

Mr. Baldwin, of Connecticut.

Me. Clay, of Kentucky.

Me. Ruftin, Mr. Morehead, of North Carolina.
Mr. Woleott, Mr. Chase, of Ohio.

Mr. Hackleman, Mr. Orth, of Indiana.

Mr. Guthrie, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of the sixth scction of
the report as amended, and reading as follows:

Sperion 6. The first, third, and fifth sections, together with this scetion of these amendments,
and the third paragraph of the sccond section of the first article of the Constitution, and the
third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article thereof, shall not be amended or
abolished without the consent of all the States.

The question on the adoption of said section resulted in tho following
vote :

Avis—Delaware, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, Olio, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Istind, Tennessee, Kansas—I11.

Nors—Connecticut, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, North Carolina, New IIampshive,
Vermons, Virginia—3.

New York was divided.

So this section was adopted.

"'he following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States:

Mr. Ruffin, Mr. Morchead, of North Carolina.
Mr. Woleott, Mr. Chase, of Ohio.

Mr. Cook, of Illinois.

Mr. Summers, Mr. Rives, of Virginia.

Mr. Guthrie, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of the seventh section
of the report, as amended, and reading as follows:

Secrioy 7. Congress shall provide by law that the United States shall pay to the owner the
full value of his fugitive from labor, in all cases where the marshal, or other oflizer, whose duty
it was to acrest such fugitive, was prevented from so doing by violence or intimidaiion from mobs
or riotous assemblages, or when, alter arrest, such fueitive was rescued by like violenee orin-
timidation, and 1he owner thereby deprived of the same ; and the acceptance of sneh payment
shall preclude rhe owner from further claim to sneh fugitive. Congress shall provide by law for
gecuring to the citizens of each State the privileges and immunities of citizens in the several
States.

The question on the adoption of said section resulted in the following
vote :

Aves—Delaware Tllinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey, New Iaumpshire, Ohios
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Kanses—I12.
Nors—Connecticut, Iowa, Miine, Missouri, Novth Carolina, Vermont, Virginia—7.
New York was divided.
So this last section was adopted.

10
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The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States:
Mr. Ruffin, of North Carolina.
Mr. Morchead, of North Carolina.
Mr. Totten, of Tennessee.
Mr. Hackleman, of Indiana.
Mr. Orth, of Indiana.
Mr. Chase, of Olio.
Mr. Wolcott, of Ohio.

Mr. Chase called for the consideration of the seven propositions as a
whole collectively.

The President decided that the Convention, having gone through,
amended, and adopted said sections in severalty, and then having doter-
mined and passed on the same as amended in severalty, the whole were
adopted, and no further vote could be taken.
~Mr. Chase appealed from the decigion of the President.

The President stated his deeision,

Mr. Chase withdrew his appeal.

Mr. Franklin, of Pennsylvania, moved the adoption of the following
resolution :

Resolved, As the sense of this Convention, that the highest political duty of every citizen of
the Uunired States is his allegiance to the Federal Government, created by the Constitutiom of the
United States, and that no Stare of this Union has any constitutional right to secede therefrom,
gr to absolve the citizens of such State from their allegiance to the Government of the United

tates.

Mr. Barringer moved to lay the resolution on the table.  And the vote
by States resulted as follows:

Avrs—Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Olio, Ten-
nessee, Virginiu—9,

Nors—Connecticut, Nlinois, Indiana, Towa, Maine, Massachusctts, New York, New Hamp-
shire, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Kunsas—12.

The Convention refused to lay on the table.
Mr. Coalter, of Missouri, offered the following as an amendment and
substitute:

The term of office of all Presidents and Vice Presidents of the United States hereafter clected
ghall be six vears; and any person once elected to either of said offices shall ever alter be in-
eligible to the same office.

Which was laid on the table.
Mr. Seddon moved to amend by striking out and inserting his second
get of amendments, as follows:

To secure concert and promote harmony between the slaveholding and non-slaveholding see-
tions of the Union, the assent of the mujority of the Senators from the slavelolding States, and
of the majority of the Senators from the non-slaveholding States, shall be requisite to the valid-
ity of all action of the Senate, on which the ayes and noes may be called by five Senators.

And on a written declaration, signed and presented for record on the journal of the Senate
by a m-jority of the Senators from either the non-slaveholding or slaveholding States, of their
want of cenfidence in any officer or appointee of the Executive, exercising functions cxclusively
ar continnously within the class of States, or any of them, which the signers represent, then such
officer shall be removed by the Executive; and if not removed at the expiration of ten days
from the pre=entation of such declaration, the office shall be deemed vacant, and open to new
appointment.

The connection of every State with the Union is recognized as depending on the continuing
sasent of its people, and compulsion shall in no case, nor uunder any form, be attempted by the
government of the Union against a State acting in its collective or organic capacity. Any State,
by the action of a convention of its people, assembled pursuant to a law of its Legislature, is
held entitled to dissolve its relation to the Federal Government, and withdraw from the Union;
and, on due notice given of such withdrawal to the Executive of the Union, he shall appoint
two commissioners, 10 meet two commissioners to be appointed by the Governor of the State,
who, with the aid, if needed from the disagreement of the commissioners, of an umpire, to be
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gelected by a majority of them, shall equitably adjudicate and determine finally a partition of the
rights and obligations of the withdrawing State; and such adjudication and pariition being
accomplished, the withdrawal of such Siate shall be recognized by the Executive, and announced
by public proclamation to the world.

But such withdrawing State shall not afterwards be re-admitted into the Union without the
agsent of two thirds of the States constituting the Union at the time of the propused re-admis-
810n.

The amendments were laid on the table, with leave to have them placed
on the journal,

The question recurring to the amendment proposed by Mr. Franklin,

Mr. Ruffin moved to postpone the consideration of the same indefi-
nitely; and the same was postponed, by the following vote:

Aves—Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Oliio, Rhode
Island, Tennessee, Virginia—10.

Nors—Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Towa, Maine, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania—T7.

New York was divided.

Mr. Duncan, of Rhode Island, dissented from the vote of his State.

Mr. Ames dissented from his State,

Mr. Guthrie offered the following preamble.

To rur ConcrEss oF THE UNITED STATES :

The Convention assembled upon the invitation of the State of Virginia to adjust the unhappy
differences which now disturh the peace of the Union and threaten its continuance, make known
to the Congress of the United States that their body convened in the city of Washington on the
4th instant, and continued in session until the 97th.

There were in the body, when action was taken upon that which is here submitted, one hun-
dred and thirty-three commissioners, represeuting the following States: Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, P rusylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ghio, Indiana,
Illinois, Towa, Kansas.

They have approved what is herewith submitted, and respectfully request that your honorable
body will submit it to conventions in the States as an article of amendment to the Constitution
of the United States.

Mr. Randolph moved that the preamble be adopted, and that the same,
together with the seven propositions, be authenticated by the President
and Secretary, and the same should be presented by President Tyler to
the Senate and House of Representatives, and ask tho passage thercof.

Agreed to.

Mr. Barringer moved that the injunction of secrecy against speaking of
the action of the Convention, or the publication of its proceedings, be now
removed.

Agreed to.

Mr. Johnson, ef Missouri, asked leave to offer and have placed in this
Journal, the following:

Resolved, That while the adoption, by the Btates of South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama’
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, of ordinances declaring the dissolution of their relutions with
the Union, is an event deeply to be deplored, and while abstaining from any judzment on their
conduct, we would express the earnest hope that they may soon see cause to resume their hon-
ored places in this confederacy of States; yet to the end that such return may be facilitated,
and from the conviction that the Union being formed by the assent of the people of the respec-
tive States, and being comparible only with freedom, and the republican institutions guarantied
to each, cannot and ought not to be maintained by force, we deprecate any effort by the Federal
Government to coerce, in any form, the said States to re-union or submission, as tending to irre-
parable breach, and leading to inealcuable ills; and we earnestly invoke the abstinence from all
counsels or measures of compulsion towards them.

Lieave was granted.

Mr. Pollock, on behalf of the Committee on Finance, reported that they
had examined into the expenses necessary to be met by the Convention,
That the printing of the journal would be done by the city. They have
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found that the aeeresate amount will be $735.  The portion of each State
;S i . : J

is consequently $35, if' the Convention decide to make an equal inztalment
upon all the States.

Mr. Brown moved the adoption of the following:

Resolved, That the report of the committee be received and accepted; that the committee be
continned, and requested to make the necessary disbursements; and that the States now pay
over the sum assessed to the chairman.

Which was agreed to.
Mr. Loomis, of Pennsylvania, sent to the Secretary’s table and caused
to be read the following letter:

Crarrs J. WricaT, Esa.,
Secretary Conference Convention :

S1n : Please inform the Convention that we have tendered, free of charge, the nze of onr hall
and lights, which they have occupied. We hope the use may be sanctified by restoring peace
to the Union. We are, respectfully, &ec.,

Fepruary 23, 1861. J.C. & H. A. WILLARD.

Whereupon Mr. Loomis offered and asked the adoption of the foliowing
resolution :

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are jusily due, and are hercby given, to the
Messrs. Willard for the liberal and generous tender, free of charge, of the use of the hall and
the lights for the purposes expressed in their letter to the Seeretary and thut the Secretary be
requested to communicate to them a copy of this resolution,

Which was unanimously agreed to,

Mr. Dodge, of New York, moved the adoption of the following:

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are justly due, and are hereby given, to the
Mavor and Council of the city of Washington, for their kindness and liberality to the members
of this Convention, in defraying so large an amount of their expenses for printing and stationery,
and also for the officers to protect this hall and the members from intrugion whilst in session, and
that the Secretary be requested to communicate the same to said parties.

Which was unanimously agreed to.

Mr. Randolph moved that the thanks of the Convention are justly
due and be given to the clergy of the city, for their kind services during
the Convention; which was unanimously agreed to.

The thanks of the Convention were presented to the Seeretary and his
assistants.

Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, moved the adoption of the following:

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be tendered to the President for the dignified
and impartial manner in which he has presided over the deliberations of this body.

Which was unanimously agreed to: whereupon President Tyler returned
to the Convention appropriate thanks.

Mr. Wicklitfe, of Kentucky, moved that the Convention now closo its
session and adjourn ; that they informally meet and take parting leave of
each other at 3 o'clock.

Mr. Brown moved to amend the same by now adjourning without day;
which was carried by the following vote:

Aves—Delaware, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio, Rhode Island, Tennessee,

Vermont—Y4.
Nokes—Connecticut, Indiana, Missouri, North Carolina, Pennsylvania—6.

So the Convention adjourned without day.

Nore.—"The proposition of Judge Brockenbrough which was to be placed on the journal, hag
not been sent to the Secretary by Judge B.
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WasumNaroN Ciry, Mureh 9th, 1861,

The unde i'ﬂ{_)]l(‘fl hereby certifics that the foregoing Journal, printed by
MeGill & Wit) 1erow, has been printed from the original manuse ript Jour-
nal of the Conference Convention, which began its session in this city
February 'Hh, and terminated IFebruary : :lh 1861, and that the said
printed copy has been carefully compared with the mwm Wl papers, and
found to be aceurate, CRAFTS J. WRIGHT,

Seer L-tfl? .



NAMES AXND RESIDENCES

OF THE

DELEGATES TO THE CONFERENCE CONVENTION.

MAINE,
Williara P, Fessenden, - - - - Biddeford.
Lot M. Morreil, - - - -
Daniel F. Somes, - - - - - Biddeford.
John J. Perry, . - - - Oxford.
Fzra 3. Freneh, - . - «  Damaris Cotta.
Freeman L Morse, - - - - Bath.
Stephen Coburn, - - - - -
Stephen ¢, Foster, - - - - Pembroke.
NEW IHAMPSHIRE.
Amos Tuck, - - - - -  Exeter.
Levi (thamberlain, - - - -
Asa Fowler, - - . - - Concord,
VERMONT,
Hiland iiall, - - - - - North Bennington,
Levi Underwood, - - - - - Burlington.
H. Henry Baxter, - - - - Rutland.
L. E. Chittenden, - . - - - Burlington.
B. D. Harriy, - - - - - Brattleboro’.
MASSACHUSETTS.
John Z. Goodrich, - - - - - Stockbridge.
Charles Allen, - - - L " Worgester,
Georoe S, Boutwell, - - - - Boston.
Theoantae P Chandler, - - - Boston.
Francis B. ‘vwninshield, - - - - Boston.
John M. IForbes, - - - - Boston.

Richard . ¥Waters, - - - - Salem,



Samuel Ameos, B
Alexander Dunean,
William W. Hoppin,
George I1. Brown,
Samuel G. Arnold, -

Roger S. Baldwin,
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Chauncey I'. Cleveland,

Charles J. McCurdy,

James T, Pratt, -
Robins Battell, -
Amos S, Treaf, -

David Dudley Field,
William Cuartis Noyes
James S. Wadsworth,
James C. Smith, -
Amuaziah B. James,
Erastus Corning, -
Francis Granger,
Greene C. Bronson,
William 15. Dodge,
John A. King, -
John 1. Wool, -

3

Charles 8. Olden, -
Peter D. Vroom,
Robert I. Stockton,
Benjamin Williamson,
Joseph F. Randolph,

Frederick T. Frelinghuysen,

Rodman M. Price, -
William C. Alexander,
Thomas J. Stryker,

James Pollock, -
William M. Meredith,
David Wilmot, -

A. W. Loomis, -
Thomas K. Franlklin.
William McKennan,
Thomas White, -

Gieorge B. Rodney, -
Danicl M. Bates,
Henry Ridgely, -
John W. Ilousten,
William Cannoa,

¥

RHODE

CONNECTICUT.

NEYW

NEW JERSE

ISLANT.

YOLRK,

DELAWARE,

Providence.
Providence,
Providence.
Providence.
Providence,

Weindham,

Liyme.
Ying 5y a
By 1(13(,1}01 t.

New York.
New York,
(enesee.
Canandaigus.
Ogdenshurg.
Albany.
Canandaigua.
New York.
New York.
Jamaica.
Troy.

Princeton,

Trenton.

Princeton,

Tlizabeth,

Trenton,

Newark.

Harrison, Mudsen Co.
P. O. Broadway, N. Y.
Trenton.,

Milton.
Ihiladelplia.
Towanda.
Pittshurg.
Lancaster,
Washington.
Indiana,

Neweastie.
Wilmington,
Dover.
Milford,

Brid geville,
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John F. Dent, - .
Revetdy Johnson, - -
John W. (risfield, -

Augnstus W, Bradford,
William T. Goldsborough,
J. Dixon Roman, -

Benjumin ¢ Howard, -

John Tyler, - - -
Wiliiam €. Rives, -
John W. Brockenbrough, -
George W. Summers, -
James A. Seddon, -

George Davis, -

Thomas Ruffin, -

David 3. Reid, - -

D. M. Barringer, - -
J. M. Morchead, -
Samuel Milligan, - -
Josiuh M. Anderson, -
Robert L. Caruthers, .
Thomas Martin, %
Tsaac R. Tawking, - -
A. W, O. Totten, .

R. J. M¢Kinney, - .
Alvin Cullom, - 5
William P. lickerson, -
George W. Jones, -

F. K. Zollicoffer, - -

William L. Stephens,

Wiltiam O. Batler, - -
James B. Clay, - -
Joshua IF. Bell, . -
Charles 8. Morchead, -
James Guthrie, - -

Charles A. Wickliffe,

John D. Coalter, - E
Alexander W. Doniphan,
Waldo P. Johnson, - -

Aylett H. Buckner, .
Harrison Hough,

MARYLAND,.

VIRGINTA,

NORTIT CAROLINA,

TENNESSEE.

- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
~ -
“ -

KENTUCKY.

MISBOURI.

Milestown.
Baitimore.
Princess Ann.
Govanstown.
Cambridge.
Hagerstown,

Catonsville.

Sherwood Forest.

Texington.
Kanawha C. 1L

Wilmington.
Graham.
Pleasantville,
]:{Lllcig‘]_l.
Greensbhoro’,

Greenville.
Walnut Valley.
Lebanon.
Pulaski.
Huntington,
Jackson.
Knoxville.
Livingston.
Manchester.
Fayetteville,
Nashville,
Jackson.

Harrollton,
Ashland.
Danville.
Liouigville,
Louisville.
Bardstown.

8¢, T.ouis.
Liberty.
Osceola.
Bowling-Green.
Charleston,
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OHIO.
Salmon P. Chase, - - = - Columbus.
William 8. Groesbeck, - - = - - Cincinnati.
Franklin T. Backus, - - - - Cleveland.
Reuben Hitchcock, - - - - - Cleveland.
Thomas Ewing, - - - - - Lancaster.
V. B. Horton, - - - - - Pomeroy.
C. P. Wolcott, - - - - - Akron.
INDIANA.
Caleb B. Smith, - - - - - Indianapolis.
Pleasant A. Hackleman, - - . Rushville.
Godlove S. Orth, - - - - - Lafayette.
B. W. H. Ellis, - - - - - Goshen.
Thomas C. Slaughter, - - - - Corydon.
ILLINOIS,
John Wood, - - - - - Quincy.
Stephen T. Logan, - - - - - Springficld.
John M. Palmer, - - - - Carlinville.
Burton C. Cook, - - - - = Ottowa.:
Thomas J. Turner, - - - > . Freeport.
IOWA.
James Harlan, - - - - - Mt. Pleasant.
James W. Grimes, - - - - Burlington.
Samuel H. Curtis, - - - - - Keokuk,
William Vandever, - - - - Dubuque.
KANSAS,
Thomas Ewing, jr., - - - - - Leavenworth.
J. C. Stone, - - - - - Leavenworth,
H. J. Adams, - - - - - Leavenworth.
M. F. Conway, - - - - - Lawrence.
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APPENDIX.

——

The delezates from the several States presented the following as the resolutions of their
respective States, to be considered by the Convention; which were ordered to be printed, and
made part of the journal : ’

TENNESSEE.
RESOLUTIONS proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States.

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Tennessce, That a Convention of delegates
from all the slaveholding States should assemble at Nashville, Tennessee, or such other place as
a majority of the States co-operating may designate, on the 4th day of February, 1861, to digest
and define a basis upon which, if possible, the Federal Union and the constitutional rights of
the slave States may be perpetuated and preserved.

Resolved, Tht the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee appoint a number of delegates
to said Conven‘ion, of our ablest and wisest men, equal to our whole delegation in Congress;
and that the Governor of Tennessee immediately furnish copies of these resolutions to the
Governors of the slaveholding States, and urge the participation of such States in said Conven-
tion.

Resolved, That in the opinion of this General*Assembly, such plan of adjustment should
embrace the following propositions as amendments to the Constitution of the United States :

1. A declaratory amendment that African slaves, as held under the institutions of the slave-
holding States, shall be recognized as property, and entitled to the status of other property, in
the States where slavery exists, in all places within the exclusive jurisdiction of Congress in the
slave States, in all the Territories south of 36° 30°, in the District of Columbia, in transit, and
whilst temporarily sojourning with the owner in the non-slaveholding States and Territories
porth of 36° 30’, and when fugitives from the owner, in the several places above named, as well
as in all places in the exclusive jurisdiction of Congress in the non-slaveholding States.

2. That all the territory now owned, or which may be hereafter acquired, by the United States
south of the parallel of 36° 30’, African slavery shall be recognized as existing, and be protected
by all the departments of the Federal and Territorial Governments, and in all north of that line,
now owned, or to be acquired, it shall not be recognized as existing; and whenever States formed
out of any of said territory south of said line, having a popu’:tion equal to that of a congressional
district, shall apply for admission into the Uuion, the same shall be admitted as slave States,
whilst States north of the line, formed out of said territory, and having a population equal to a
congressional district, shall be admitted without slavery ; but the States formed out of said
territory north and south having been admitted as members of the Union, shall have all the
powers over the institution of slavery possessed by the other States of the Union.

3. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery in places under its exclusive jurisdiction,
and situate within the limits of States that permit the holding of slaves.

4. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery within the District of Columbia, as long
as it exists in the adjoining States of Virginia and Maryland, or either, nor without the consent
of the inhabitants, nor without just compensation made to such owners of slaves as do not
consent to such abolishment. Norshall Congress at any time prohibit the officers of the Federal
Government, or members of Congress whose duties require them to be in said District, from
bringing with them their slaves, and holding them as such, during the time their duties may
require them to remain there, and afterwards take them from the District.

5. Congress shall have no power to prohibit or hinder the transportation of slaves from one
State to another, or the Territory in which slaves are by law permitte. to be held, whether that
fransportation be by land, navigable rivers, or by seas.

6. In addition to the Fugitive Slave clause, provide that when a slave has been demanded of
the Executive authority of the State to which he has fled, if he is not delivered, and the owner
permitted to carry him out of the State in peace, the State so failing to deliver shall pay to the
owner the value of such slave, and such damages as he may have sustained in attempting to
reclaim his slave, and secure his right of action in the Supreme Court of the United States, with
execution against the property of such State and the individuals thereof.

7. No future amendment of the Constitution shall affect the six preceding articles, nor the third
paragraph of the second section of the first article of the Constitution, nor the third paragraph
of the second section of the fourth article of the Constitution ; and no amendments shall be
made to the Constitution which will authorize or give to Congress any power to abolish or inter-
fere with slavery in any of the States by whose laws it is, or may be, allowed or permitted.
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8. That slave property shall be rendered secure in transit throuch, or whilst temporarily
sojourning in, non-slaveholding States or Territories, or in the District of Columbix. i

9. An amendment to the effect that all fugitives are to be deemed those offending the laws
within the jurisdiction of the State, and who escape therefrom to other States ; and that it is the
duty of each State to suppress armed invasions of another State.

Resoloed, That said Gonvention of the slaveholding States having a greed upon a basis of
adjustment satisfactory to themselves, should, in the opinion of this General Assembly, refer it
to a Convention of all the States, slaveholding and non-slaveholding, in the manner following :

It should invite all States friendly to such plan of adjustment, to elect delegates in sueh man-
ner as to reflect the popular will, to assemble in a Constitutional Convention of all the States
North and South, to be held at Richmond, Virginia, on the day of February, 1261, to
revise and perfect such plan of adjustment, for its reference for final ratification and adoption
by a Convention of the States respectively.

Resolved, That should a plan of adjustment, satisfactory to the South; not be acceded to by
a requisite number of States to perfect amendments to the Constitution of the United States,
it is the opinion of this General Assembly that the slaveholding States should adopt for them-
selves the Constitution of the United States, with such amendments as may be siatisfuctory to the
slaveholding States, and that they should invite into the Union with them 211 States of the North
which are willing to abide such amended Constitution and frame of Government, severing atonce
all connections with States refusing such reasonable guarantees to our future safety; such renewed
conditions of Federal Union being first submitted for ratification to Conventions of all the States
respectively.

Resolved, That the Governor of the State of Tennessee furnish copies of these resolutions
immediately to the Governors of the non-slaveholding States.

OHIO.
JOINT RESOLUTIONS of the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, relative to the appoint-
ment of Commissioners to the Convention to meet in Washington on the 4th of February.
proximo. Passed January 30, 1861. :

Wrereas, The Commonwealth of Virginia has appointed five Commissioners to meet in the
city of Washington on the 4th day of February next, with similar Commissioners from other
States, and after full and free conference to agree, if practicable, upon some adjustment of the
unhappy difficulties now dividing our country, which may be alike satisfactory and honorable to
the States concerned ; therefore, be it

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, That the Governor, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, be, and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to appoint five
Commissioners to represent the State of Ohio in said Conference.

Resolved, That while we are not prepared to assent to the terms of settlement proposed by
Virginia, and are fully satisfied that the Constitution of the United States as it is, if fairly inter-
preted and obeyed by all sections of our country, contains ample provisions within itse!f for the
correction of all evils complained of, yet a disposition to reciprocate the patriotic spivit of a sister
State, and a sincere desire to have harmoniously adjusted all differences between us, induce us to
favor the appointment of the Commission as reanested. _

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit without delay a copy of these resolutions
to each of the Commissioners to be appointed as aforesaid, to the end that they may repair to the
City of Washington, on the day here¢inbefore named, to meet such Commissioners as may be
appointed by any of the States in accordance with the aforesaid propositions of Virginia.

Resolved, That in the opinion of this General Assembly, it will be wise and expedient to
adjourn the proposed Convention to a later day, and that the Commissioners to be appointed as
aforesaid, are requested to use their influence in procuring an adjournment to the 4th day of
April next.

RENTUCKY.

RESOLUTIONS appointing Commissioners to attend a Conference at Washington City, Feb-
ruary 4th, in accordance with the invitation of the Virginia Legislature.

Wuereas, The General Assembly of Virginia, with a view to make an effort to preserve the
Union and the Constitution in the spirit in which they were established by the fathers of the
Republic, have, by resolution, invited all the States who are willing to unite with her in an
earnest effort to adjust the present unhappy controversies, to appoint Commissioners to meet on
the 4th of February next, to consider, and if practicable, agree upon some suitable adju-tment—

Resolved, That we heartily aceent the invitation of our Old Mother Virginin, and that the fol-
lowing six Commissioners, viz: Wm. O. Butler, Jas. B. Clay, Joshua F. Bell, C. S. Morehead,
Jas. Guthrie, and Chas. A. Wickliffe, be appointed to represent the State of Kentucky in the
contemplated Convention, whose duty it shall be to repair to the city of Washington, on the day



84 | PEACE CONFERENCE REPORT.

designated, to meet ruch Commissioners as may be appointed by any of the States in accordance
with the foregoing invitation.

Resolved, That if said Commissioners shall agree upon any plan of adjustment requiring
amendments to the Federal Constitution, they be requested to communicate the proposed amend-
ments to Congresg, for the purpose of having the same submitted by that body, according to the
forms of the Constitution, to the several States for ratification.

Resolved, That if said Commissioners cannot agree in an adjustment, or if agreeing, Congress
shall refuse to submit for ratification such amendments as they may propose, the Commissioners
of this State shall immediately communicate the result to the Executive of this Commonywealth,
to be by him laid before this General Assembly.

Resolved, That in the opinion of the Genecral Assembly of Kentucky, the propositions
embraced in the resolations presented to the Senate of the United States by the Hon. John 1.
Crittenden, so construed that the first article proposed as an amendment to the Coustitution of
the United States shall apply to all the territory of the United States mow held or hereafter
acquired south of latitude 36 deg. and 30 min., and provide that slavery of the African riace shall
be effectually protected as property herein during the continuance of the Territorial Government;
and the fourth article shall secure to the owners of slaves the right of transit with their slaves
between and through the non-slaveholding States and Territories, constitute the basis of’ such an
adjustment of the unhappy controversy which now divides the States of this Confederacy, 24
would be acceptable to the people of this Commonwealth.

Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is hereby, requested to communicate information of
the foregoing appointment to the Commissioners above named, at as early a day as practicable,
and gw.t he also communicate copies of the foregoing resolutions to the Exiecutives of the respec-
tive States.

INDIANA.

A JOINT RESOLUTION authorizing the Governor to appoint Commissioness to meet those
gent by other States in Convention on the state of the Union.

Waereas, The State of Virginia has tranzmitted to this State resolutions adopted hy her
@eneral Assembly, inviting all such States as are willing to unite with her in an earnest effort to
adjust the unhappy controversies, in the spirit in which the Constitution was originally formed, to
send Commissioners to meet those appointed by that State in Conyention, to be held in tlie city
ef Washington, on the fourth day of February next, to consider, and if possible, to agree upon
some suitable adjustment :

And whereas, some of the States te which invitations were extended by the State of Virginia
have already responded and appointed their Commissioners: therefore,

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, That we accept the invitation of
the State of Virginia, in the true spirit of fraternal feeling, and that the Governor of the State
is hercby directed and empowered to appoint five Commissioners to meet the Commissioncrs
appointed by our sister States, to consult upon the unhappy differences now dividing the country;
but the said Commissioners shall take no action that will commnit this State until ninetecn of the
$tates are represented, nor without first having communicated with this General Assembly in
regard to such action, and having received the authority of the same 30 to commit the State.

Resolved, That while we are not prepared to assent to the terms of settlement proposed by the
State of Virginia, and are fully satisfied that the Constitution, if fairly interpreted and obeyed,
eontains ample provision within itself for the correction of the evils complained of; still, with a
digpesition tn racinmanate tha pat-intin dacips of the Stete of Virpipia. and to hgve harmonionsly
adjusted all differences existing between the States of the Union, this General Assembly is
induced to respond to the invitation of Virginia, by the appointment of the Commissioners here-
in provided for; but as the time fixed for the Convention to assemble i8 so near at hand that the
States cannot all be represented, it is expected that the Commissioners on behalf of this State
will insist that the Convention adjourn uhtil such time as the States shall have an opportunity
of being represented.

Resolved, That his Excellency, the Governor, be requested to transmit copies of these resolu-
tions to the Exccutives of each of the States of the Union.

DELAWARE.
JOINT RESOLUTIONS appointing Commissioners.

Wauereas, The State of Virginia has recommended the holding of a Convention of Delegates
from all the States of the Union, at the City of Washington, on the 4th day of February next,
for the purpose of taking into consideration and perfecting some plan of adjusting the mattera
of controversy now so unhappily subsisting in the family of States, and has appointed five Com-
missioners to represent the people of that Commonwealth in said Convention ; and
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Whercas, the people of the State of Delaware regard the preservation of the Union as para-
mount to any pelitical consideration, and are fixed in their determination that Delawure, the first
to adopt the Federal Constitution, will be the last to do any act tending to destroy the integrity
of the Union; therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Delaware in General
Assembly met, That the Hon. George B. Rodney, Daniel M. Bates, Esq., Dr. Henry Ridgley,
Hon. John W. Houston, and William Cannon, Isq., be, and they are hereby, appointed Com-
missioners, on behalf of the State of Delaware, to represent the people of said State in the Con-
vention to be held at Washington, on the fourth day of February next.

Resolved, That in the opinion of this General Assembly, the people of Delaware are thor-
oughly devoted to the perpetuity of the Union, and that the Commissioners appointed by the
foregoing resolution are expected to emulate the example set by the immortal patriots who
framed the Federal Gonstitution, by sacrificing all minor considerations upon the altar of the
Union.

Resolved further, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to furnish a copy of the
above preamble and resolutions to each of the Commissioners herein and hereby appointed, duly
attested under the great seal of the State.

Resolved further, That immediately upon the adoption of the foregoing preamble and resolu-
tions, it sball be the duty of the Clerk of the House to transmit to the Becretary of State a copy
thereof, certified by him; and when the Becretary of State shall have received said copy so cer-
tified, it shall be evidence that said preamble and resolutions were duly adopted by this General
Assembly.

ILLINOIS.

WhrrEas, Resolutions of the State of Virginia have been communicated to the General
Assembly of this State, proposing the appointment of Commissioners by the several States to
meet in convention, on the 4th day of February, A. D. 1861, at Washington.

Resolved by the Senate, the House o f Representatives concurring herein, That with the earncsh
desire for the return of harmony and kind relations among all our sister States, and out of respect
to the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Governor of this State be requested to appoint five Com-
missioners on the part of the State of Illinois, to confer and eongult with the Commissioners of
other States who shall meet at Washington: Provided, That said Commissioners shall at all
times be subject to the control of the General Assembly of the State of Iliinois.

Resolved, That the appointment of Commissioners by the State of Illinoig, in response to the
invitation of the State of Virginia, is not an expression of opinion on the part of thig State that
any amendment of the Federal Constitution is requisite to secure to the people of the slavehold-
ing States adequate guarantees for the security of their rights, nor an approval of the basis of
gettlement of our difficulties proposed by the State of Virginia, but it is an expression of our
willingness to unite with the State of Virginia in an earnest effort to adjust the present unhappy
controversies in the spirit in which the Constitution was originally formed, and consistently with
its principles. :

Kesolved, That while we are willing to appoint Comumissioners to meet in convention with thoze
of other States for consultation upon matters which at presennt distract our harmony as a
nation, we also insist that the appropriate and constitutional method of considering and acting
upon the grievances complained of by our sister States, would be by the call of a convention for
the amendment of the Constitution in the manner contemplated by the fifth article of that instru-
ment; and if the States deeming themselves agerieved, shall request Congress to call such conver-
tion, the Legislatare of Illinois will and does concur in such call.

NEW JERSEY.
JOINT RESOLUTIONS in relation to the Union of the States.

WHEREAS, The people of New Jersey, conforming to the opinion of *the Father of his Coun-
try,” consider the unity of the government, which constitutes the people of the United States
one people, & main pillar in the edifice of their independence, the support of their tranquility at
home and peace abroad, of their prosperity, and of that liberty which they so highly prize; and
properly estimating the immense value of their National Union to their individual happiness,
they chierish a cordial, habitual, and immovable attachment to it as the palladium of their polit-
ical safety and prosperity; therefore,

1. Be it resolved by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey, That it is the
duty of every good citizen, in all suitable and proper ways, to stand by and sustain the Union of
the States as transmitted to us by our fathers.

9. And be it resolved, That the governmentof the United States is a national government, and
the Union it was designed to perfect is not a mere compact or league; and that the Constitution
was adopted in a spirit of mutual compromise and concession by the people of the United States,
uad can only be preserved by the censtant recognition of that gpirit.
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3. And be it resolved, That however undoubted may be the right of the general government
to maintain its authority and enforce its laws over all parts of the couutry, it is equally certain
that furbearance and compromise are indispensable at this crisis to the perpetuity of the Union,
and that it is the dictate of reason, wisdom, and patriotism peacefully to adjust whatever differ-
ences exist between the different sections of the country.

4. And be i resolved, That the vesolutions and propositions submitted to the Senate of the
United States by the Hon. Jobn J. Crittenden, of Kentucky, for the compromise of the questions
in dispute between the people of the Northern and of the Southern States, or any other constitu-
tional method that will permanerntly setile the question of slavery, will be acceptable to the people
of the State of New Jersey, and the Senators and Representatives in Congress from New Jersey
be requested and earnestly urged to support those resolutions and propositions.

5. And be it resolved, That as the Union of the States is in imminent danger unless the reme-
dies before suggested be speedily adopt.d, then, as a last resort, the State of New Jersey hereby
makes application, according to the terms ot the Constitution, of the Congress of the United
States, 1o cull a convention (of the States) to propose amendnients to said Constitution

6. And be it resolved, That such of the States us have in force laws which interfere with the
constitutional rights of citizens of the other States, either in regard 1o their persons or property,
or which militate against the just constructionof that part of the Constitution that provides that
‘“ the citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of citizens in
the several States,” are earnestly urged and requested, for the sake of peace and the Union, to
repeul all such laws. _

7. And be it resolved, That His Excellency, Charles S. Olden, Peter D. Vroom, Robert F,
Stockton, Benjamin Williamsen, Joseph I Randolph, Frederick T. Frelinghuygen, Rodman M.
Price, William C. Alexander, and Thomas J. Stryker, be appointed commissioners to confer
with Congress and our sister States, and urge upon them the importance of carrying into effect
the principles and objects of the foregoing resolutions.

8. And be it resolved, That the commissioners above named, in addition to their other powers,
be authorized to meet with those now or hereafter to be appointed by our sister State of Virginia,
and such commissioners of other States as have been, or may be hereafter appointed, to meet at
Washington on the fourth day of February next. _

. And be it resolved, That copies of the foregoing resolutions be sent to the President of the
Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States, and to the Senators
and Representatives in Congress from New Jersey, and to the Governors of the several States.

—

NEW YOREK.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS appointing commissioners from this State to meet commis-
sioners from other States at Washington, on invitation ot Virginia.

Waereas, The State of Virginia, by resolutions of her General Assembly, passed the 19th
instant, has invited such of the slaveholding and non-slaveholding States as are willing to unite
with her to meet at Washington on the 4th of February next, to consider, and, if practicable,
agree on some suitable adjustment of our national difficulties ; and whereas, the people of New
York, while they hold the opinion that the Constitution of the United States, as it is, containg all
needful guarantees for the rights of the States, are, nevertheleas, ready at all times to conler
with their brethren upon all alleged grievances, and to do all that can justly be requiied of them
to allay discontent : therefore,

Resolved, That David Dudley Field, Wm. Curtis Noyes, James S. Wadsworth, Jas. C. Smith,
Amaziah B. James, Erastus Corning, Addison Gardiner, Greene C. Bronson, Wm. E. Dodge, ex-
Governor John A. King, and Major General John E. Wool, be, and are hereby, appointed com-
missioners, on the part of this State, to meet Commissioners from other States in the city of Wagh-
ington on the 4th day of February next, or so soon thereafter as Commissioners shall be appointed
by a mujority of the States of the Union, to confer with them upon the complaints of any part
of the country, and to suggest such remedies therefor as to them shall seem fit and proper ; but
the said Commissioners shall, at all times, be subject to the control of this Legislature, and shail
cast five votes, to be determined by a majority of their number.

Resolved, That in thus acceding to the request of Virginia, it is not to be understood that this
Legislature approve of the propositions submitted by the General Assembly of that State, or con-
cedes the propriety of their adoption by the proposed Convention. But while adhering to the
position she has heretofore occupied, New York will not reject an invitation to a conference,
which, by bringing together the men of both sections, holds out the possibility of an honorable
settlement of our national difficulties, and the restoration of peace and harmony to the couatry.

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions to
the Executives of the several States, and also to the President of the United States, and to in-
form the Commissioners without delay of their appointment.

Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions be transmitted to the honorable the Senate, with a
request that they concur therein.
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PENNSYLVANIA.
RESOLUTIONS to appoint Commissioners to a Convention of the States.

‘W hereas, the Legislature of the State of Virginia has invited a meeting of Commissioners
from the several States of this Union, to be held in the city of Washington, on the 4th day of
February next, to consider, and if practicable, agree upon some suitable adjustment of the
unhappy differences which now disturb the business of the country and threaten the dissolution
of this Union:

And whereas, in the opinion of this Legislature, no reasonable cause exists for this extra-
ordinary excitement which now pervades someof the States, in relation to their domestic institu-
tions, and while Pennsylvania still adheres to, and cannot surrender the principles which she has
always entertained on the subject of slavery, this Legislature is willing to accept the invitation
of Virginia, and unite with her in an earnest effort to restore the peace of the country, by such
means as may be consistent with the principles upon which the Constitution is founded ; there-
fore,

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in
General Asssembly met, That the invitation of the Legislature of Virginia to her sister States,
for the appointment of Commissioners to meet in the city of Washington, on the fourth of
February next, be, and the same is hereby, accepted ; and that the Governor be, and he is
hereby, authorized to appoint seven Commissioners for the State of Pennsylvania, whose duty it
shall be to repair to the city of Washington, on the day designated, to meet such Commissioners
as may be appointed by any other States, which have not authorized or sanctioned the seizure
of the forts, arsenals, or other property of the United States, to consider, and it possible, to
agree upon suitable measures for the prompt and final settlement of the difficulties which now
exist : Provided, That the said Commissioners shall be subject, in all their proceedings, to the
instructions of this Legislature.

Resalved, That in the opinion of this Legislature, the people of Pennsylvania do not desire
any alteration or amendment of the Constitution of the United States, and any recommendation
from this body to that effect, while it does not come within its appropriate and legitimate duties,
would not meet with their approval ; that Pennsylvania will cordially unite with the other States
of the Union in the adoption of any proper constitutional measures adequate to guarantee and
secure a more strict and faithful observance of the second section of the fourth article of the
Constitution of the United States, which provides, among other things, that ‘the citizens of
each State shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens of the several States,’*
and that no person held to service or labor in one State under the law thereof, escaping inte
another, shall in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged irom such service or
labor, but shall be delivered up on the claim of the party to whom such service or labor may
be due.

MASSACHUSETTS.

RESOLVE for the appointment of Commissioners to attend a Convention to be held in the city
of Washington.

Wraeress, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is desirous of a full and free conference with
the General Government, and with any or all of the other States of the Union, at any time, and
on every occasion, when such conference may promote the weltare of the country ; and whereas,
questions of grave moment have arisen touching the powers of the Government and the relations
between the different States of the Union ; and whereas, the State of Virginia has expressed a
desire to meet her sister States in Convention at Washington : therefore,

Resolved, That the Governor of this Commonwealth, by and with the advice and consent of
the council, be, and he hereby is authorized, to appoint seven persons as Commissioners, to pro-
ceed to Washington to confer with the General Government, or with the separate States, op
with any association of delegates from such States, and to report their doings to the Legislature
at its present session ; it being expressly declared that their acts shall be at all times under the
control, and subject to the approval or rejection, of the Legislature.

RHODE ISLAND.

‘WrEReAs, The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, on the 19th day of
January inst., adopted resolutions_inviting the sister States of this Union to appoint Commis-
sioners to meet on the 4th day of February next in the city of Washington, to consider the prac-
ticability of agreeing on terms of adjustment of our present national troubles :

Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is hereby authorized, to appoint five Commissioners,
on the part of this State, to meet such Commissioners as may be appointed by other States, in



88 PEACE GONFERENCE REPORT.

the city of Washington on the 4th day of February next, to consider, and, if practicable, agree
upon some amicable adjustment of the present unhappy national difficulties, upon the basis and
in the spirit of the Constitution of the United States.

MISSOURI
JOINT RESOLUTION to appoint Commissioners.

Resolved by the House of Represenlatives, the Senate concurring thereim, That Waldo P. John-
son, Jolm D. Coalter, A. W. Doniphan, Harrison Hough, and A. H. Buckner, be appointed Com-
missioners, on the part of the State of Missouri, to meet Commissioners frem Virginia, and other
States, in Convention at Washington city on the 4th of February, 1861, to endeavor to agree
upon some plan of adjustment of existing difficulties, so as to preserve or to reconstruct the
Union of these States, and to secure the honor and equal rights of the slaveholding States.
Said Commissioners shall always be under the control of the General Asszembly, except when
the State Convention shall be in session, during which time they shull be uader the eontrol of
the Convention.



