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Council vote could
change downtown scene

By Kristin Sherrard
ksherrard@kykernel.com

After the Sept. 11 terrorist at
tacks David Boehmker n-
spired to join the Army
the administration that
has been leading the country since
the attacks is on its way out of of-
and Republican President
George W. Bush will pass the torch
to  Democratic  President-elect
Barack Obama in a few months
But Boehmker, a political science
senior, said no matter which presi
d serves and what war
his civic duty does not chan,

“Who is in cha won’t make
much difference to me,” Boehmk
er, a member of ROTC at UK
said. “We're here to serve

As the administrations chan
hands, priorities

District is a blighted area TIF, meaning it costs
less than $200 million

TIFs are used to help raise money for pub
lic improvements, including sidewaiks, parks
plazas and public parking garages, Tate said

“It’s not a new tax,” he said. “It is an exist
ing tax that will be used to pay off any public
improvements in the TIF district.”

If the ordinances pass the council, the deci
sion will go to the state government, which will
make the final approval and also make its com-
mitment to the projects. No new state taxes are
associated with TIFs

“Instead of the (state tax) money going to
Frankfort, the money stays here in Lexington to
do the improvements for that district itself,”
Tate said

At Tuesday's work session meeting, the
Phoenix Park ordinance, which includes the
CentrePointe project, was approved by a vote
of 9-6 and the Distillery District was unani
mously approved

Second District Councilman Tom Blues
voted against the Phoenix Park project because
he does not support CentrePointe.

“I have not supported (CentrePointe) in the
past and do not intend to support it.” Blues said
“The difference between the two TIFs is im
mense.”

Blues also said the council still has little

about the financing for Centre

was

Now
Lexington may have found its solution for

local entertainment

The Lexington Distillery District project
will convert 300,000 sq. ft. of distillery struc
tures into commercial space, according to the
project’s Web site. The buildings would become
a range of entertainment venues including retail
businesses, signature restaurants, nightclubs, art
studios and the world’s first bourbon boutique
hotel, said developer Barry McNees

“It will be the first time there has ever been
a hotel in a bourbon facility property.” McNees
said. “We are trying to do something authentic
and something that is an important part of our
history, even though everyone has forgotten
about it.”

Urban County Council members will hold
the first reading of two ordinances that would
generate funding for two Lexington develop
ment projects, the Distillery District and the
Phoenix Park/Courthouse District, at a 7 p.m
meeting Thursday

The ordinance would approve
financing, or TIF, for both projects

According to Harold Tate, the president and
executive director of the Lexington Downtown
Development Authority, in order to calculate a
TIF, the amount of taxes coming
development is assessed before the structure is
complete. They will be recalculate
completion, and the difference petween the two
numbers makes up the TIF

There are two types of TIFs: Signature TIFs
and blighted area TIFs, said 4th District Coun:
cilman Julian Beard. Phoenix Park is a Signa
ture TIF, meaning the project must cost more
than $200 million to construct; the Distillery

Who is in charge won't
make much difference to
me. We're here to serve.”

David Boehmker,
ROTC membe

fice

0es on

pullout from Irag, Obama has an-
nounced plans to begin withdraw
ing from the war soon

But the seating of a
ministration, one that is openly

I think there will be a
shift in focus from Iraq to
Afghanistan ... but in any
case, there’s still a job to
be done.”

ax increment critical of the forn

er administra
tion’s conduct during the War on
Terror, will not in any way impact
the
serving in the military

Colonel Chris Holly, a pro

litar
military scienc

Larry Edmister, careers of men and women
ROTC member

said Lt

and with

out that kind of collaboration with the develop.
ers, with the government, I don’t feel it is a
project that we should be involved in with a
taxing increment financing package,” Blues
said

However, Beard, who voted in favor of put
ting Phoenix Park on the docket, disa

“We are at no risk and really it’s none of
our business” how the projects are financed,
Beard said. It is the investors' choice whether
or not that is disclosed, he said

Beard said this is only a step in the process

‘We are not bound at this step, just interest-
ed in further pursuing it

Beard said the downtown plans would be
an asset to UK students.

dier for the |
We take
country

an oath to serve the
the people
our commander in chief

s0 we salute

that elect
then we get busy and
Holly said
political affiliation makes little dif

do our job
“The administration’s

ference.

Holly said the presidents he has
served under were influenced more
by the perceived threat to our na:
tion than by their party’s political

Besides. you don't judge
vour leadership ... it's not
about them ... it's about
getting the job done.”

Council meeting

Funding for the Distillery District and
the Phoenix Park/ Courthouse District
development will be voted on at the
Urban County Council meeting at 6
p.m. on Thursday. Meetings are open
to the public

philosophy

Military funding is often an es
sential platform pre un on
Holly said. During his career, Hol
ly said he has seen both parties

he said
Chris Peterson,
ROTC my

ember

e Development on page 6 e ROTC on page 6

Commentator to talk politics, gender at UK

By Carolyn Gootee
news@kykernel com

Katha Pollitt isn’t afraid of con
troversy.

The author of commentary on
divisive issues such as gender roles
and politics for The Nation maga
zine will speak Thursday at 4 p.m
in the Student Center Grand Ball
room. Pollitt will read excerpts of
her book of personal essays,
“Learning to Drive and Other Life
Stories,” and will discuss the 2008

election.

This will be Pollitt’s first visit to
UK, and she said she loves going to
schools reading her work
reaching out to students and sharing
ideas with people.

“I hope students have somethin
new to think about that they haven’t
considered already,” Pollitt said

One of Pollitt’s enduring inter
ests has been gender politics and the
way it affects the lives of men and
women, which fits well with the
goals of UK's Gender and Women's

and

Studies program, said Susan Bordo
acting director of the organization

“Gender and Women’s Studies
is dedicated to making these kinds
of issues mainstream dimensions
of every course of study,” Bordo
said

Bordo said Pollitt is one of the
most interesting people in, political
writing, which will make her visit
leave even more of an impact

“Katha Pollitt is one of the most
engaging, astute writers the
scene today, who isn't afraid to

on

tackle controversial topics, especial
ly about women, men, politics and

contemporary culture,” Bordo said

Bordo said she believes students
will enjoy Pollitt’s presentation and
take away new ideas

I hope that students will see
that it’s possible to communicate
important ideas in a vibrant, per
sonal without jar
she said. “I'm
hoping that Katha will invigorate
them to discuss controversial ideas
with each other and to bring what
they care about to their academic
work

engaging way

gon or pomposity

Author: Abu Ghraib resembles past

SG recommends diversity

By Geoffrey Griggs
news@kykernel com

The events that occurred at
the Abu Ghraib prison brought
up issues similar to those of
the feminist and civil rights
movements, said  Donald
Pease, and reflect events in
classic works.

Pease, an English professor
and director of the liberal stud-
ies program at Dartmouth Col-
lege, spoke to about 50 stu-
dents, faculty and interested
community members Wednes-
day in his lecture, “Antigone’s
Kin: From Abu Ghraib to
Barack Obama.”

During the lecture, Pease
presented points from a con-
densed chapter in his upcom-
ing book titled, “Unacknowl-

edged Legislators: State Fan
tasies from the Persian Gulf
War to Barack Obama.”

“Hearing Dr. Pease was
fascinating in the way that he
identified traumatizing Ameri
can events in history that are
woven into the fantasy of the
American homeland,” said
Carly Jackson, a political sci
ence junior.

The lecture focused on
Pease’s interpretation of how
events during the Bush admin-
istration interrupted the presi-
dent’s “fantasy” — or vision
for the country — and led to
the election of Barack Obama
Pease cited the events at Abu
Ghraib prison, Cindy Shee-
han’s refusal to mourn the
death of her son and Hurricane
Katrina as examples.

 First issue free. Subsequent issues 25 cents.

' .

Pease’s discussion of Oba-
ma caught Jackson’s attention.

“What was most interesting
to me is his look on President:
elect Obama,” Jackson said
“Obama is going into the Bush
administration homeland fanta-
sy and is rewriting it as a
homeless homeland America.”

He also presented listeners
with a packet of pictures to fur-
ther explain his topic with visu-
al evidence to support his
points

“I was partiqularly interest-
ed with Abu Ghraib photos
connection with feminist and
civil rights era themes and how
the guards themselves proba-
bly didn’t even realize it,” said
Andrew Pillow, a political sci-
ence and journalism sopho-
more

as USP requirement

By Kelli Long
Klong@kykernel com

Student Government senators voted
Wednesday to support an act that suggests
the incorporation of the topic of diversity
into the University Studies Program.

The act to support diversity was
written by Sen. Mark Rouse, following a
letter to the editor written by Tommy
Juanso, a second year law student, which
ran in the Kemel after the incident in-
volving an Obama effigy on campus. It
suggested a mandatory class be added
into the USP on the topic

Rouse shortened the resolution to say
that SG urged UK to consider and incor-
porate diversity into the USP require
ments

‘I read Tommy's editorial and con
tacted him,” Rouse said. “He said that he
had a proposal and I wanted to let his
voice be heard

Senators voted to give $1,250 in fund-
ing to the Sophomore Leadership Retreat,
an ovemight retreat for second-year
Greeks who are up-and-coming leaders in
their fraternities and sororities, and on
campus. The event passed through the Ap-

of diversity.

The original resolution was intro-
duced at the SG meeting two weeks ago.
It was tabled, though, so senators could
have time to read over it. When it came
back up at the Wednesday night meeting,

prop and Revenue Committee at
their meeting last Wednesday

A DanceBlue representative was at
the meeting to speak about the event and
continue the efforts of SG to familiarize
senators with a variety of groups and or-
ganizations on UK's campus.

Newsroom: 257-1915; Advertising: 257-2872
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xervel P@p
‘I think I'ma
pretty cool dad’

Barack Obama talks about

'l‘lie DiSH bal

On Nov. 4, 2008, Barack
Obama became the soon-to
be most powerful man in the
world. Overn his calendar
was crammed with b
ority meetings with
W. Bush, policy advisers
and his daughters’ teachers
Yes, less than 72 hours after
his historic victory, President
elect Obama, 47, and wife
Michelle, 44, arrived for a
parent-teacher conference at
the University of Chicago
Lab School, where daughters
Malia, 10, and Sasha, 7, are
students Barack and |
haven’t missed (one confer
ence) throughout this whole
process,” the future first lady
told Us earlier this year

Then, on Nov. 10, hours
before jetting to Washington
D.C.. to sit down with Bush
in the White House, Obama
made sure to drop his daugh-
ters off at school with a kiss
“The Obamas are true to their
word when they say the;
going to balance work and
family,
colleague Paul  Schmitz
“Th e going o try to be as
normal as they can.”

Talk about a new domes
tic agenda. From the launch
of his campaign nearly two
years ago, Obama not only
talked but walked the life of a
modern-day working father
who still managed to stay in
volved. From his nightly calls
0 his daughters from the road

says Michelle’s ex

beaming smile as he
talked about Sasha’s “great
report card” last winter, he
and his charismatic clan put a
human face on the cold and
often  vicious political
process. “There’s something

more approachable about a
first family that has young
children,” presidential histori
an Doris Ke: Goodwin
tells Us. “It adds another di
mension to the presidency, of
the warmth and feeling
ward the people in it.”
Obama’s combination of
JFK stature and Just Like Us

tional fascination
new first family
once-modest family from
ceting the atten
tion with both anxiety and
awe. For now, they simply
are planning their relocation
for Dad’s job (inaugura
Jan. 20). As Michelle recently
told Newsweek: “Once the
pieces start coming togef
that’s when the excitement
can begin
Actually
ready for
America, explains Goodwin
“We're aware that we're
transplanting a family that
might have looked very much
like someone we might know
into this magical place, the
White House

Chicago is g

it's beg al
families

across

Meet the First Daughters

What's she lik

Michelle calls Malia, 10
“focused.” Obar
more reserved than her sister
“She doesn't like to have a
lot of fuss around her

And Sasha, “She’s a
ham!" Obama says of
Natasha (her full name), 7. At
the DNC in August, she play
fully stole the microphone
from her mom

lobbies

a says she’s

parent-teacher meetings,
let recitals and Harry Potter

Malia plays soccer (Dad
rooted for her at an October
game) and recently began
taking Like
Sasha, she also plays piano.
ha takes dance (tap)
nnastics, and plays the
rand piano in the Oba
$1.65 million Chicago
home (which they'll keep).

drama classes

Where will they go to
school?

e isn't over yet!

schools

are vying to enroll fifth-grad

er Malia
Sasha

schools

and second-grader
For the
two of
Michelle reportedly
Nov. 10, adding first kids to
the student body means a big
boost in status and buzz. The
wp contenders (all pre-K or
2)

private
which *
toured

Sidwell ~Friends: First
daughters Chelsea Clinton
and Tricia and Julia Nixon
are alums of this Quaker-run

school

Mare With
kids, this private school has
built its reputation on its inti-
' Plus, Washington
ian magazine editor Garrett
Graff A number of
Obama aides have children or

have had children” go here

just 600

e size

says

Georgetown Day School
ally inte

this alsc

DC

s first rac

sophically
Is’ current prog
ation, says Graff
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Demon harber
VAR, cuts into Lexington

kwileyGhykernel com

The plot: revenge, blood, a razor and a death trap in the form of a barber chair

Less than a year ago “Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street” made its
way to theaters with large amounts of blood, b

There have been many versions of “Sweel ma M\ !ul TV, film and theater
but this weekend the touring cast of “Sweeney Todd” will bring the newly reworked ver
sion back to the stage when they make their stop at the Lexington Opera House

nytime you can see a live performance on stage it’s a completely different exper

It al
t another creative take on the

ton Opera House
most begs you to come and see the difference s you can
story
The story of Sweeney Todd, known as Benjamin Barker before his dark side is re
ige Turpin
ter, Joha

a false charge
Todd re

s Todd away on
es after Todd’s wife, Lucy, and da e na. Long story short urmns
1ly to plot h Turpin adopts Johanna
You can't really expect the movie because it's so min
g in the musical version of “Sweeney Todd
blood pouring everywhere and the bodies come crunching down (o ¢
Cusack said the story line hasn’t changed, but the way in which it is presented
has been tweaked. John Doyle, director of original direction and design, reworked
the play, with only a few major changes
Doyle first performed the play at a small theater in England, Cusack said
2 to make budget cuts, Doyle decided to use less blood than seen in the
I version; however, Cusack said there are s of blood
used in the show
One the biggest change made was taking the
g up the original Broadway production
member ensemble of actors and musicians.
Everyone has to be very talented to pull this off,” Cusack sa
“It’s more personal and you get to know the story a little better.”
Each cast member plays an instrument, Cusack said. This is
one of many elements that you cannot get from the movie, he

revenge

listic,” said Matt Cusack

who plays Jonas Fo “In the movie there is
play

floor board

still a few bucke

orchestra

nd reducing it to a 10-

said
It’s just a cool thing to go to a show and see a he musi
cians on stage singing and act Cusack said
Besides the play itself, Franklin said there is another g
aspect to the show. With the economy in its downwa
position, and college students having tight budgets
she said any student who comes 90 m
each performance a student ID, will re
ceive 50 percent off ticket prices
1 $50 to $75

inutes before

other

[ would do
gnything Tim
(Burton) wanted
me to. You know,
have sex with an
aardvark ... [
would do it.”

— Johnny Depp

wise, tickets range fr

ney Todd:
ﬂnDelmnBalberolHeet Streef
Where: Lexington Opera House
When: ﬁ'dayallpm,smdayalhndsm
Sunday at2and 7 p.m.

Series to focus on Bahd'i Faith

ontap

By Kelly Wiley
Kooy Oiykame

Beauty queens are not the only ones hoy
ing for world peace

Members of the Baha'i F
world peace is achievat
thing that is going to come
World peace is Something that society must
work toward

“We believe right now that the social
teaching is that humanity needs to learn how
to live together peacefully around the world
said Carl Lee, a UK mathematics professor
and believer of the Bahd'{ Faith

Lee will speak on Bahd' Thursday as part
of the Student Activities Board Faithbusters
series

One principle of the faith states there is

ith believe that
but it is not some
to humanity

Creat View of the
Triangle Park Fountains
-
Happy Hour 2
Monday - Friday
S00pmMm. -3.00p'Mm

Fru

ort St

Parkingin
Car

st Main St
155 913¢

only one god, one creator living high above
the human plain. They also believe their god
gives guidance to humanity by occasionally
up a manifestation of a great prophet

The Bahd'f Faith has specific goals, which
believers feel are important at certain times

“We believe right now the social teaching
is that humanity needs to leam how to live to-
gether peacefully around the world,” Lee said

Lee said living in a global, diverse socie
ty, there are various aspects in culture and dif
ferent beliefs in doing things

“We should celebrate it (diversity), but the
creativity of the human experience provides
information and lessons that we can learn
from each other.

Lee along with Rochelle Arms and
Michael Razeeq will be at the W. T. Young
Library Auditorium at 7 p.m
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Incident shed
light on UK's
parking woes

Following Sunday’s match against No. 22 Florida
women's volleyball coach Craig Skinner offered to pay the
parking citations for all of the attendees ticketed. Skinner said
the most important thing was that the fans supported the team
and that he would gladly have paid for each $25 ticket for the
178 citations, which would have totaled more than $4,500.

Luckily, UK Parking and Transportation swooped in to
save the day, voiding all of the tickets and giving us a happy
ending — after all, nobody was ticketed, Skinner didn’t have
to pay out of pocket and UK beat Florida. Attendance for the
match was three times higher than normal and UK beat one
of its rivals, which may not have happened without all of that
crowd support

But with students paying $232 a year to park in the R1
lot, it hardly seems fair to simply open up the lot for public
use, especially when it is marked as closed for event parking.
The fact is, students have jobs, go home and spend time away
from the dorms on weekends. The lots may be empty when
games and other events start, but after a few hours, especially
on Sundays, students may get off work, come home or gef
back from Wal-Mart. What student wants to come home to
find a parking lot full with visitors who do not have permits,
regardless of the event?

Parking is a major issue all over campus and this is just

hother incident that highlights the problems. Fans should not
be expected to trek to ames, but there also cannot be
infringement upon the student parking. Part of the problem.
according to Don Thornton, the director of UK Parking and
Transportation Services, was that there was not a parking
control officer on site on Sunday

While it would have helped to have a parking control of-
ficer to monitor and direct traffic from the volleyball game
and the UK Band Spectacular at the Singletary Center, it still
does not solve the problem that there is a lack of event park
ing on weekends. without even addressing the daily struggles
of parking at UK

This time, Parking and Transportation was able to sweep
178 complaining people under the rug. satisfy the volleyball
team and its coach and pretend like nothing ever happened.
But each day on campus, students receive tickets because of
parking str es and people visiting campus only have the
option of parking at expensive meters or on neighborhood
streets. Why isn't Parking and Transportation able to swoop
down and erase all of their problems, too?

This incident will serve as notice to fans that student
parking is not exempt on the weekend. Maybe this will in
spire Parking and Transportation to look at alternative solu
tions to accommaodate the needs of the UK and Lexington
communities whe! A shuttle or two to
the lots that are open during the games could help, on top of
ensuring that the necessary official is in place to direct traffic

e events happen

B LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Kentucky felons have lost

voting rights for a reason

I'm appalled that Joe Gallenstein advocates permitting
felons to vote. These are drunk drivers, murderers, rapists and
child abusers who have already demonstrated their lack of re
sponsibility and disregard for the laws of civilized society
Why should these criminals be allowed to help choose the
people who will make the laws they willfully disobeyed?
When they committed their crime, they threw away their right
to vote, and they do not deserve our pity

Matthew Sparks

jineering sophomore

The following comment was posted online to the Kernel article.
“Government must protect minority rights, not limit them

Obama’s stance on abortion
has changed in the past

You do realize that what a person says and does are two
entirely different things? While Sen. Barack Obama has ex-
pressed his desire for a ban on late-term abortion, he did in-
deed vote against giving rights to fetuses who survived abor
tions while he was a member of the Illinois Senate. Like
every other politician before him, he is most likely making
promises to get elected

Now, I understand that there is a heated debate regarding
when the definition of life begins, but there is no question
that an infant who is no longer physically bound to the moth-
er is in fact a living being. This is much more than religious
doctrine; this is a civil rights matter. If doctors can be ordered
to refuse care to “abortions gone wrong.” then how soon will
it be until they are able to refuse care to homosexuals, liber
als, conservatives, poor, rich, Muslims, Jews, Christians
blacks, whites, children, geriatrics and every other group in
between?

Character is not determined by the promises made, but
more along the lines of the promises kept. I hope that he does
stay true to his word but, regarding this issue, how are we to
trust a man who has voted this way in the past? With regard
to his past, how can a human mandate that care not be given
to the innocent and needy and still call himself a Christian?
The blood is on his hands!

James Clements

Submissions

m.mcMmummoiwnww
tor Brad Bowling. Be sure to include your full name, class,
major and phone number (for confirmation).

E-mail opinions@kykernel.com

INATE BEELER, The Washington Examiner

Bible’s teachings outdated, hypocritical

1 am writing this in response to Joseph Green’s column
in Tuesday’s Kernel. In his article, he asserts that President-
elect Barack Obama’s morals do not align with Christian
morals. While I allow thoughtful Chris-
tians to debate this assertion, I, in tum
am thankful that Obama’s morals do
not come from the Bible. The moral
code to which Green ascribes, as laid
down in the Bible. is nothing more than
inhumane. It is outdated and self-con.
tradictory. Biblical law is as out of
touch with humanity as Green is with
morality

It is clear that Green’s stance on ho-
mosexuality is rooted in his belief that
being homosexual is morally wrong and
against God’s will. This sentiment is in-
deed affirmed in the literary bloodbath
that is the Old Testament, and | suggest
everyone read it. as it will shed light in a way that my words
are ungble to on the discriminating, malicious and vindictive
nature of the egomaniacal God of the Bible — a menacing
moralist to say the least

How can we get a clear sense of morality from a God
who contradicts Himself at every tum? The famous com
mandment, “Thou shall not kill,” is repeatedly transgressed
in the countless number of instances where God tells us it is
perfectly acceptable to kill others. As a self-proclaimed
“Bible-believing™ Christian, Green, do you object to the con-
cept of slavery? The God of the Bible is nice enough to sug-
gest rules for beating slaves, while still approving of the
practice (Exodus 21:20-21).

If we derive moral value from ancient literary texts such
as the Bible, many things appear odd and out of place, and

NATE
KREMER
Contributing
columnist

rightly so, for indeed they are. The same could be said if we
still clung to the texts that s st that the Earth is flat.
These texts are written by man, and man inevitably evolves
over time, as do their scientific ideas and moral values. Just
as the geocentric model of the universe perfectly represents
a primitive scientific outlook, biblical morality is morality
for a more primitive mankind. In these desperate times, as
humanity teeters on the brink of nuclear war and people
strive to find hope and happiness in the everyday struggle of
life, it is disadvant; ous to adhere to such exclusive, dis-
criminatory ideologies that ultimately serve to divide us
Mankind no longer has a need for such a supernatural law-
giver

Christian morals, according to Green, teach that it is ac-
ceptable to discriminate against others: women, homosexu-
als, people of other faiths and people without faith. Obama,
even though a self-professed Christian himself, realizes that
this is not a Christian nation, that religion should play no
role in our politics and that our morals are not derived from
an ancient book. It is not up to the God in the sky to det
mine the best way to live. It is up to the people on the sur-
face to figure out the best way to survive as a species. The
sentiments of equality and justice for all laid down by our
Founding Fathers have led us on the correct path so far; let
us pray that religious convictions never get in the way. Do
not make the mistake of conflating morality with religious
teaching

In the words of John Adams, “We should begin by set-
ting conscience free. When all men of all religions ... shall
enjoy equal liberty, property and an equal chance for honors
and power ... we may expect that improvements will be
made in the human character and the state of society.”

Nate Kremer is a psychology junior. E-mail
opinions@kykernel com.

Mass media is not always ideal,
but that doesn’t make it a conspiracy

A group of students rustled through their newspapers, ar-
guing over how Jodie Meeks played against North Carolina
and whether or not the editorial cartoon made any sense

“Newspapers are part of a giant
conspiracy,” one guy said to the rest
“The articles just get worse every day.
They all talk about the same thing; they
all make the same mistakes. The re-
porters must be stupid or else one per.
son controls everything
The group laughed and nodded their
heads, tossing their papers into the
empty chairs around the Student Cente
BLAIR and continued cating their cheesebur
THomAS oy ; :
Contributing

“The news sucks.” he added and
columnist

then, just as easily as he had ripped
apart the new content of Tuesday, he
was back to telling his friends about his wild weekend

The news sucks. Everything is a conspiracy. All of it is
part of a useless lie

But what they don’t think about is how much théy rely
on the news; they don't consider how much they are affect-
ed every day

Sitting on the couches in the living rooms of their apart-
ments in Lexington a few weeks ago, they could turn on the
television and watch a school collapsing in Haiti

“The death toll in the collapse of a ramshackle school on
the outskirts of Port-au-Prince, the Haitian capital, rose
above 90 on Saturday after rescue workers uncovered a
room full of dead people, many of them children,” the news-
caster told them.

And it was devastating to watch. They were not there,
but they could see it.

Port-au-Prince, Haiti is 1,527 miles away from Lexing-
ton, Ky. — in this age of information technology, it takes
only a few seconds for Google Maps to measure that dis-
tance — but there the collapsing school is in front of them
on the television screen. The newscasts are similar on the
next few stations: Fox News tells me about the rising death
toll, as does my local Fox broadcast affiliate and the news
reports on NBC, ABC, CNN, CBS, WGN and MSNBC
aren’t much different.

Is it because Rupert Murdoch is hanging out with the
heads of Disney and Viacom, smoking cigars and pulling on
the puppet strings of the anchormen? Or is it because the
death toll in Haiti rose above 90 on Saturday after rescue
workers uncovered a room full of dead people? Is it possible
\

that journalists are just being good journalists?

It’s easy to assume it is the first. One guy owns a lot of
newspapers and television stations and has a lot of money
and power and suddenly he controls what Americans are
watching and what they think about it. No longer is news
the news, it is a conspiracy among networks to guide the
herding sheep audiences of society into believing one thing
while keeping the real truth a secret

It is easy to assume this because the ideal media system
would be one that serves the public interest in a way to in-
form and aid a participating citizenry in the democratic
process. In an ideal system, the media would be a group of
non-profit organizations that accepts no financial backing
from private companies, from the government or from ad-
vertising

But that seemingly ideal system doesn’t gxist because
that type of public broadcasting — lacking both money and
ownership — would struggle and die without financial back-
ing from investors and advertisers and without guidance of
editors and owners. With that type of media, we couldn’t sit
on couches in Lexington, Ky., and watch children shuffling
through the rubble in Haiti where their school building stood
only days before

It isn't likely that the local news stations in Lexington
would send reporters and camera crews to Port-au-Prince,
Haiti because it is 1,527 miles away. It isn't likely and it is-
n't practical. Instead, newscasters of affiliate stations and
news partnerships like the Associated Press travel to these
places and report the news back to the populations all over
the U.S. These types of affiliations and station partnerships
are not a conspiracy, but a way to keep the American people
informed in the quickest and most efficient way.

* So there are affiliated networks, stations owned by me-
dia giants and a transfer of knowledge that allows anyone to
watch the news unfold in Haiti, no matter where they sit
somewhat-too-comfortably on couches in their homes. The
news isn't biased. Rupert Murdoch doesn’t call each and
every newspaper and news station that he owns.daily to tell
them what to report. Those news centers are at the mercy of
publishers, producers, editors, operating managers and writ-
ers who generate, report and follow up on stories as they
happen in the world around them.

Journalists are still journalists, whether their paycheck
comes from a non-profit news company or Murdoch’s News
Corp. Journalists are still journalists whether they get a pay-
check at all.

Blair Thomas is an agricultural communications senior.
E-mail bthomas@kykernel com.
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Cats clos

By Kenny Colston

Never mind the fact that it is Phillip
ner Day next Saturday in Neyland
St a against Ten
facto homecoming for Al
natives Randall Cobb and
Don't pay attention to
fact that the Cats haven't beaten Ten
essee in 23 years
Cobb said none of that matters
This game is not going to be decid
n Phil Fulmer leaving,” Cobb said
t's not going to depend on my emotions
going home. It depends on what's
sing on in practice the next two weeks.”
and history between
and UK is well docu

Tenn
us Lanxter

is ad

coa

about

»od
Volunteers
d, but battles are now
field in the re

i on the fie
happer off the
g arena
Both Cobb, a freshman quarterback
and Lanxter, a sophomore wide receiver
hail from Alcoa, a small town just 13
miles south of Knoxville The
town is practically in the Volunteers
backyard, so much so that Lanxter’s
family still has season tickets to Ten
football and basketball games
being in his third year in Lexing
Lanxter redshirted his first year
the wide still admits to
bleeding a little orange ... when it comes
to basketball
srew up a Tennessee fan,” Lanx
guess you can still say I'm a
Tennessee basketball fan. But I can’t
stand their football team
that Lanxter la
s offered a schol

Il of the

Tenn

nessee
Despite
ton

receiver

ter said. 1

ded in

ing

“Both Ra m«l all and I could have gone
to Tennessee,” Lanxter said. “We didn’t
feel like it was a program we wanted to
go to”

As UK plays catch-up in recruit
ing, the
field. It took Tennessee four overtimes
to knock off the Cats last ye: In
2006, a late delay of game penalty
helped the Volunteers hold onto a slim

p is starting to close on the

victory. Those close out

recruiti ng gap

= |
PHOTO BY KRISTIN SHERRARD | STAFF

schdown in UK's 42-38 loss to
Tennesseans currently on the

to many players’ hometowns provides a
chance for many of the players’ families
them play in person
“I’s an emotional game for me,”
Cobb said. “It's great to be playing in front
of my family and going back home.”
After last season’s East Division
championship, the Volunteers have suf-
fered a fall from grace, and are now tied
for last in the conference. On top of that,

to's

Local Hospitals
Participate

in the Great
American
Smokeout

Bogiming many

health care providers in our community

wen! ly tobacco-free on their

campuses as piﬂ of the American Cancer

Society's Great American Smokeout

campaign.

Hospitals and health care providers are models for promot

heaithy ifestyles in our community, and our Mission is 1 care for our
Communty in a healthy environment for our patients. visitors and stafl.
Hospitals and other providers are offering suppoTt as we adopt this new
healthy environment policy and will assist anyone interested in quitling
tobacco use. Many resources are available in our community.
00-Quit-Now

Kentucky's Tobacco Quit Line Jt

Formor informasion on the Tobecco Free Health Care Collaborative,
or contact a health

FREE

movmv directly.

Tobacco-Free Collaborative participating heaith care faciities:

Bourbon Community Hospital
+ Cardinal Hil Rehabiltation Hosptal
« Central Baptst Hosptal

five-point
comes and UK’s recruiting success are
leading many to leave Tennessee be
hind, without looking back

I have nothing to prove to Ten
Cobb said. “I'm here. I'm a

Fulmer’s resignation has added to Ten-
nessee’s But that resignation
could also make things tougher for UK
to finally beat the Volunteers.

“We'll both have lots of energ
Lanxter said. “If you remember last
year, Michigan beat Florida because it
was Lloyd Carr’s last game. Even if they
are overmatched, Tennessee is going to
want to win.”

in the border-state ri
uld lock
down any in-state recruit to wear orange
But y. UK head coach Rich
Brooks has poached Lanxter, Cobb, jun
or defensive end Jeremy Jarmon, fresh:
man quarterback DeAunte Mason and
sophomore defensive tackle Ricky
Lumpkin from the Big ¢ e state

changin

years past

dynamic woes

valry. | Fulmer cc

recen
nessee
Wildcat
The Nov. 29 matchup will be Cobb’s
first time on the field in his home state
since high school. The close proximity

the election interesting and excit

he has little concern over an
administration chang

“I'll still have a job — I don’t
expect Barack Obama to make
drastic military cuts like President
Clinton did.” Peterson said. “Be-
sides, you don’t judge your lead-
ership it’s not about then
it’s about getting the job dons

Senior Larry Edmister, an
ROTC member, said he feels a
new commander in chief could
change where he might be de
ployed when commissioned, but
some things will stay the same

“1 think there will be a shift in
focus from Iraq to Afghanistan,”
but in any case
there’s still a job to be done.

RoTc

TENNESSEE

m page

favor and oppose military
ing with nc
if a party is pro- or anti-military

Instead, Holly sa
political rhetoric
work toward
cruits for the R(

Our tr
developing self-c
communications
The cadets learn to k

themselv

spend
0 establish

*(CentrePointe) will expand downtown activ-
ity, which in turn should be a plus for UK stu-
dents because there will be more to do down-
town,” Beard said. “It will increase the vibrancy
of downtown, either project.”

While the Distillery District was unanimously
approved for the docket, McNees said it is essen-
tial the project pass the council vote on Dec. 4

We have a number of parties interested in
the concept and wanting to fund it, but the essen-
tial piece is taking care of the infrastructure of
snvironment and where it has been neglect-
McNees said. “We want to create the com-
pelling reason for people to want to be down-
town

clear wa
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ning is geared toward

fidence he
skills
said
es, their ¢ ilities and
be part of a tean

Junior Chris TSOT
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2y JONOrs can register to win 2 tickets
ennessee game and an overnight stay 3
Plaza in Knoxville on Sat.. Nov. 28
Tuesday donors can register to win a Cat Fanat
Visit
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