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Subject:  Rivers

Text: Rms 22.1

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clgarerystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God the 1.amb.

INTRODUCTION
IMAGES FROM TWOQRIEEERENT LIFE’S EXPERIENCES - POEMS

OLDMANRIVER AND

The Neﬁro Speaks of Rivers by Langston Hughes -

"There is a river of "ox flowing through the cmGod, the sacred “1
home of the God above all gods.” (Psalm 46: 4, LB)

"A rivepbinos joy g the.CilielouLGod, the sacred hgge of the Most

High. God himself Jives in that city; it cagnot be degfroyed. God will 7‘.
protect it at the break of day... The Lord Almighty is here among us:

the God of Israel is our fortress.” (Psalm 46: 4-5; 7, NLT)
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"Then the angel showed me the river of life-giving waler, sparkling
flike crystal, flowing from the thigng gLGod and of the Lamb down the
middle of its street. On githgr.side of the river grew the tree of life {fjat

produces fruit twelve times a year, once each month, the leaves of the

tree serve as medicine for the nations.” (Rev. 22: 1, NAB) This verse
echoes a similar one in Ez. 47: 12.
e shall be like &
. (The people of God} "...are Iwwd along the riyerhank,
bearing fruit each season without fail. Their leaves ngyer wither, and
in all they do, they prosper.” (Psalm 1: 3, NLT)

"The rivers of God will nQirun.dry; they praxide a bo
grain for you hayg grdezaed if so.” (Psalm 65: 9, NLT)




< don’t flow down in a casual way§They just don’t flow straisht down
a mountainside but they twist and turn. But they have direction. God is not
[omarmss) e T T ————— [
always predictable. But He follows a Plan. Geologically, a River’s depth is
& ysp g Ys B
M in direct correlation to the curvature of its channels. The deeper we are into
T

TR R
God, the more likely extraordinary mWons will occur in our lives:

healing, deliverances, financial provisions right before our faces. To the
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degree, we will enter the flow of the river and be submerged in it —we will

experience the power of God.
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Power. When we allow the Holy Snmt to mold us and shage us.
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RIVERAS A METAPHOR -me -
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1. It’s Souree is its most important thing. The source must always be higher
than the river itself. From the mountaintops — The river of God’s joy flows

to us in the valley, the Blace of need. The higher the mountain, the greater

flow downstream; the deeger the valley, the greater the flow and the

s‘“mw currentinatheraxords, the more we allow God to
L iiiionasaens e %=

flow His blessings upon us, the greater and deeper His presence is in us and

upon-us. Equally, the greater our needs, the power of the Holy Spirit will be
J AT T, ’LL

upon us.
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6. River is a reminder of God’s Promise .
Y ferasancbom ]
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Revelations 22.1
And he ghowed me a pugg river of wateg oflife, clear
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God the lamb.
Text: Psalm 46.1-4
God is our mightyforgress, always geady to help in times of trouble.
And so, we won’t be afraid! Let the earth tremble-and the- moynigip tumble

Into the deepgsf sea. Let the ocean rear and foam, and its r3gging waves
shake the mountains 5

RIVER AS A METAPHOR

Riyers refer to the Presence of the Holy Spirit flowing, touching the
family of God, running from heart to heart and to and fro from breast
to breast.

Poetry as a Metaphor — Old Man River and Negro SEaks of Rivers
EETR EEEREIED

OHIO RIVER - Allegheny and Mongahola —
Muskingan =y Pa
Kanawha pmadp West Virginia

Big San.d_yﬁKentucky
Sciota Ohio
Little Miami == Ohio

Licking w=e=) Kentucky
Green Riveresp Indiana

Wabash snomially Illinois

1. The Garden.of Eden — River Pishon

The Character of the River
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* 1. I’s Source is its most important thing. The source mustalways be

hlEhel' than the river itself. From the mountamtops — The river of God’s joy
“
flows tous in thev ey, the place of need. The higher the mountain, the e
SRR TR R

am' the deeper the valley, the greater the flow and
[ aEtasrnaimey R A R T S g
the stronger the power of the current in other words, the more we allow
o ooy s e e

God to flow His blessings upon us, the greater and deeper His presence is in
LR e

us and upon us. Equally, the greater our needs, the power of the Holy Spirit
P R s )

\
will be upon us.

2. BRIV EQS (LIFE)don’t flow down in a casual wav. They just don’t flow

straight down a mountainside but they twist and turn. But they have
e TR D b o e

direction. God is not alwaxg predictable. But He follows ‘a.ll:l_an.
ya River’s denth is in direct correlation to the curvature of its

channels. The deeper we are into God, the more likely extraordinary

manifestions will occur in our lives: healing, deliverances; financial
SR EERDTEED <TEmwn
provisions right before our faces. To the degree, we will enter the flow of

P S AR o 2
the river and be submerged in it —we will exBerience the power of God.

3. The Riyer always brings life. - Naf z 2“6
4. The River is a source of Power, channeled and harnessed,
L s R o TRy

S River always brings Cleansing.

6. River is a reminder of God’s Promise

Conclusion
¢ . We are not mere Containers for God’s Spirit
e We are not empty pitchers that are passively filled
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IHustrate — mean at the well — No Buckets

Nothing can contain the Spirit — It moves — must out outlets, spilling,
VBETETY [ N B =N
opening new rivers, feeding lakes and ponds. ( Negro spirituals)

Jesus died so that Sin’s dams couldn’t block the flow of the Spirit and
His saving blgod could flow through our veins.

WHAT CARGO IS FLOWING ON YOUR RIVER?

A river and‘ its streams brings joy to the city, which is the sacred home of
the Most High

JOY

Ia a reward, the results of previous activities
e Walking and Living by Faith
“ AT S Ty,
e Obedience to God’s Will
TSR AT 4 T,
JOY (abundance) is in direct proportion to the closeness
and faithfulness o icver. John 15.1 “These things T have

T

spoken to youthat my joy may be in you, and that your joy may
be full. (Good News
[y

JOY is different from earthly pleasures that are bound to
l._l— [P sk St iy
circumstances.

JOY is a plessing. JOY isa Gift

JOY enables you to enjoy all that God has given — hgalth,
friends, opportlmiztiesﬁ 'Salyation
JOY is the fruit of the Spirit.
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SIN —in a Believers life can rob them of joy
1. Give me a clean heart so that I may serve Thee
2. Creatg in me a clean heart, O God, and rengw a right
Spirit within me
3. Restore unte me the JOY of thy Salvation and uphold
me with thy free Spirit/
What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought
Since Jesus came into my heart. I have light in my Soul for which
long I have sought, Since Jesus came into my heart

Floods of 2  Soul like the sea billows roll, Since Jesus
came into my heart.
P ¢ JA’ 5T

Psalm 46
God is the refuge of Hig.people (1-3)

(4)There is a river whose streams make glad the citv of God

Text: Psalm 46.1-4

God isour mjghty fortress, always ready to help in times.gf trouble.
And so, we won’t he afraid! Let the earthi#remble and the mountaintumble
Into-the deepestsea. Let the ocean roar and foam, and its raggmg waves

A river and its streams brings joy to the-city; which is the sacred home of
the Most High

J0y

Psalm 15. Weeping may endure for a night but JOY cometh in
“

the Morning.
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