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One cannot sompute the effisiency of an eleatrie generatior taking

into oconsideration the amount of resistence the current undergoes

before it is geared to its task. So with the life of & man like

Colored High Sehool at Louisville, Ey. In order

proper apprceiation of the man and his work, it

that we take into considergtion the obstacles by which he wes
confronted and the difficulties he had to overcome as he fought
his way up from poverty and ohseurity to a place of leadership

in the educational life of the race,
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F~Rroffesoy Matthews is a product of Middle Georgia, having
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been born in that part of Houston County, whieh is now Peach County.
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The date of his birth was July 31, 1865, whieh nearly coincides

with the freedom of the race in America. His Mother Annie Matthews
died whéen her son:was only two years of age . Her life illustrates
some of the awful tragedies of slavery. She was picked up somewhers
by passing slave traders when & little girl and by them brought
South and sold in Georgia. She never again saw her parents nor knew
whence she came.

Young Matthews was reared by his Stepfather, a Primitive
Baptist preacher, who kept the boy in school in order that he might

help him understand the Bible. After completing his work in the




rurel schools the boy entered the Lewis High School at WMacon,

whieh later became the Ballard Hormal schooljwhere he did his
preparatory work. When ready for sollege, he matriculated at
Atlanta University where he won his A. B. Degree in 1890.

After leaving public schael he supported himself. He wes
energetic and self reliant, asked no #avors but paid all that
charged and owed only $21.00 at his graduation, In lMacon

he worked at whatever offered and while there learned tailoring
which he found helpful through the rest of his ecourse. At 18

he was able to seaure teachers license and from that time to his
graduation spent his summers teaching in the rural sehools of

Georgia. His last short term schoolwas at Hamptop, Ga. From
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that he went to the principalship of the Houston Street;Sehool
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-}Aflanta, where he femainéd %ér twent& yéé%é;g.He had the enduring
satisfaction of seeing his pupils grow up and{oeeapy places of
prommence in the business and professional life of the race. He
was also active in fraternal ordep§and religious work, and was
one of the leaders in Y. M. C. A. Activities in Atlanta, being
chairman of the local Com. of mamagement., He was in demand for
summer sehool and institute work, and spent two summers in field
work for the International 8. 5. Association. In 1906 he
was made a trustee of his Alma mater and traveled extensively

both north and south in the interest of the Universitye.
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He ;A§\Q§\one timé\sfesigent of the Georgis State Temchers
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\kIn 1910 he resigned the principai‘ship and

Ass%giat&on
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bcacamen\'a ﬁhﬁi%g? for the N. Ci Mutual Insurance Companyignx,?ﬁ/y«‘f
The habits and thihking of a lifetime were not easily broken
however, and when in 1912 he was called to the head of the
Central Colored High School of Louisvulle, he accepted and

has sinee been Principal of that school. Here he has &

faoulty of thirty}iga@hers and an enrollment of more than

nine hundred students, The Annual for the current year shows
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a graduating class of
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books of his7proffesionjhis favorite reading,is history. He
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hag dore post graduate work in historyxétiColumbia University .
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In Polities 53&6%&339& Matthews is a Republicisn s
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Among the fraternal and benevolent ordersi he is identified

with the 0. F. Masons and K. P. Before leaving Georgia
he was frand Auditer of the K. P. Losilge of that State.

He has long been an active member of the congregational church

Agst. Supt. of the S. 5.
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Mi§é40phelia Beale of Atlanta, lrs, Matthews was educated at

ATl e gﬁnd at Pisk and was before her marriage an accomplished

teagher.,
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&aughter) Miss Eagga Florida L Matthews

They have one ¢hild,
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Pro Pty Matthews has been &n

of conditions and has had, through his varied activities an

i ) ;
unusual opportuty/tolstudy condition
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that the greatest nsed s of the rade when summed up in

: of the opinion

words areedncation end equality of apportunity along all lines

gs & citizen,
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Prof; Matthews was a Four Minute man during
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the World War. As previously staoted:he is aStrustee of A N,

and for ‘ten yesrs has been Secetary of the Boaxd.




