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Mr. President, Officers and Members of
the K.N.E.A,, Ladies and Géntlemen:——

The history of human achievement is the
story of the group. . Primitive man made his
first progress through crude organization in-
to clans which met together, chcse leaders,
and waged war. The organized group is a basic
factor of civilization.

In Ecclesiastical history, irrespective
of religion or cult; we note from the earliest
days to modern;time%/crusades and pilgrimages
by means of which both clergy and laity have
become more consecrated and more enlightened.
In industry we mark an evolution from gild to
the ofganized labor ﬁnion of today.

And now in the complexity of our modern
civilization we are so aceustomed to this great
group force that we are scarcely conscious  of
its significance., A convention is more than
an asseﬁblysgatheréd together to dél;bergté

- 3

within itself. It is a definite 1link in the

chain of achdievement attaining results both

immediate and remote. [From ancient days man

4
-




has realized the importance of environment

even for an assembly. The religious devotees
made pilgrimages to the Holy Land, the
classicists journeyed to Athens and to Rome.
Today a convention or an association may change
its meeting place so as to distribute business
or on the other hand it may f ind more obvious
advantages in & permanent Mecca,

You have made this city your permanent
Meccea Louisville is a great convention city.
People from all over this country and even
from foreign lands representing almost every
avocation have from time to time assembled in
Louisville, While here their meetings have
been both pleasant and profitable. It is‘my
happy privilege tonight, to speak for the good
people of this convention city and to bid you
a most POPdlal welcome,

The vocation of the members of this

Association is second t0,no Cihios group

working emong men. I would compare you to

contractors and builders but they use wood and

stone, % materialNwhich %géégéaﬁn deaay -i
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@entral Colored Higl Schonl
NINTH AND CHESTNUT STREETS
W. B. MATTHEWS ' ‘
PRINCIPAL v'Ld’ UIS I—’I{Z»L‘E, KY.
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The common cry today is for a chance. If given a chance we promise
te make géod. But there are more chances about us today thah we arec
using. The trouble does not come from the fact that we are not us—
ing those we already have. The men who have made themselves known
and felt in the Histor&ﬂbf‘the world had less ehances than vou

and T have today. Fredrick Douglass tells the story of his own
.life thus: Yonder on the Western shows of Maryland as a slave boy
he looked at the birds and they looked free, he watched the ships
as they went to and fro up and down on the sea and they looked so
free, he looked all about him and every thing appeared to be free
but himself. He made up his mind that be would be free too. He got
up and left there by night? went to Baltimore and on yonder to New
Bed ford, Mass. where he worked as a janitor of a Colored church%;£]“;
He went‘f;hﬁiéﬁgrééhooi, agarto sunday school, ke became the Supt.
of that Sunday School and fhen a local preacher. He says that on
one occasion Wendell Phillips and William Lloyd Garriseon came down
to this little colorcd church and held a meeting against slavery.
It is said that on this occasion Plillips had made one of bhis most
scholarly sppeches and Garrison had stird the people to the highest
degree of passion.against slavery. After they had finished and they
were about to close the meeting, Phillips asked if any one in the
houseAwantegvtq say a word. No one had any thing te sav, Finalrvvq*ééfi
some call out Douglass, Do&élass. Then the whole house ce¢alled for
Douglass. Mr. Douglass said that he arose and came forward and when

his eyes met that sem of faces all the hatred and abuses and disy

approvalnhe had ever had in his heart against slavery eame to him

and he stood an hour and delivered himself against that evil.

When he was through he says thatiMr. Garrison called to him and

=

7

told him that ke ang Nl

‘ illips
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NMrs. Annie Letcher was a sweet, quiet, unobtrusive lettle womsn wh
radisted sunshine ##t whose eyes caressed with the love~light that
forth from them: her very voice thrilled 'with a2 warmth of cordiality
friendliness,

When I came into your midst a stranger, a little more then ten years ago,

one of the pleasant memories that still lingers with me is that of the sin-
cerity and sweetness of the welcome that Mrs. Letcher extended to me. A
welcome that fast grew into s friendship-%hat through contact and interest
lasted throughout the years and mede me love her more and more. The outstand-
ing characteristic. of her friendship wes sincédrity.

As a women in the home and community she was besutiful and noble in character,
modest and unassuming to the point of humility. Filled with the grace of

God and a love for her fellowmen, thabt marfed her as one of God's chosen
spirits as she went about from place to place with her heart on her lips,

her soul within her eyes; serving those among whom she moved.

Mrs, Letcher loved and believed in her church. She regarded its covenant
S -\ G A thW!‘P'ﬂ\Wﬁp‘\ﬂqo'\f‘ and Tere ("rwJ_ WHT O S me eyt \"1‘? 5 < f*r‘-!’ e *‘aﬁ-ﬁ‘»\-ﬂr;
In every service she was faithful ond dependsble, obstacles were no dis-
couragement for her soul seemed possessed with patience, she believed that
preayer backed up by honest endeavor, was the key by which the door of greater
oppartnnity would be opened: she loved and honored her pastor and regqrded
each member as a personal friend. She was loyal through and through.
While o woman of few words, her voice was never silent in the house of God,
nor were her purse strings closed in the support the reof.

o

thoughts not breaths, in feelings not in figure
by heapk throbs thus ¥vo1¢;Lvr the saying:
"He most :lives who thinks most, feeT the noble acts the best.!
And though our beloved sister has passed into the greet beyond and joined
the saints innumersble, the influence of her 1ife still remains as a memorisal
unto"her and an example for those left behind for truly "her works do follow
hey

Mra, Letcher it may truly be said that she liwved 1n deeds. not yesrs,
i e

she counted

"The fdower of sweet smell is shy and lowly"-- Then may this flower be
cast with loving thoughts to her sainted memory.




Lonisuille Public Schools
Bhuisuille, Ky.

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL
that the ®chool virtues are (1} regulerity,
punctuality, (E)Silfhcef (4) industry (5) neathness
7) obedience, |
gualities he has learned Lﬁa essentist>lessons off roralitye
The person whe puts into prﬁctica all these virtg;f
seme where in his life a go%d teacher, whether thst teacher
the moether by the firesgde or the minister an the pulpit
{ A ;
or the teacher at 'r-¢,isome one of these three-agents
did the work, for is ,vkll recognized fact:-that these

)
o 3 s moat Notent ops
three agents stand precn1nﬁnbly as the most poltensy factors

g SORPSSS————

- : o Z
for teaching merality. !

e R ST R T

a certain race variety of péoéle"cﬁaféiﬁéﬁiﬁdzuzis§ﬁz;§“With@ut
meny eof these essential meral qualities, to which charges i
for one plead guilty but net without some gooed reasons. In
thus pleading guilty I would make the charge broad eneugh to
inelude all races when placed under the same conditiens. Teach
all races the virtues I have named abeve and then surround
them with similar conditiond er invironments and brovide them wikh
similar chances in life and in every case similar results would
P& obtained. =

Let us take up the matter of regularity, the Negro schools
compare faverably witheother scheols in regularity ﬁhen Similar

conditiens obtained,
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Loniswille Public Schoals
Lanisuille, y.

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL ‘
Seme o¢ne has said that the| scheel virtues are (1

(2) punctuality, (3)Silench, (4) indudtry, (5) ned

acecuracy, (7) obedience, Rhen a perseon has lear:
qualities he has learned ti¥e essentisi.lessons of
The person wh uls into practice gall these v1rmuJ§ has had
4" '
od teacher, whether
the minister

or the teacher at les Some one of these thrgeiagents
g
did the work, for it is a well recognized fact thitt 'these

three agents stand preeminently as the

f
',* factors
J

for teaching merality.
shddyeh hasg beern -a=id n%@ut bt dooole. . of | thogevskiptavdig B ia i

a certaln race varlety of people charging that théy are withou*}\
)
many of these essential meral qualities, to which charges i i
for one plead guilty but ndt without some geod reas
th@s pleading guilty I woulld make the charge broad eneugh te
include all races when placed under the same conditiens. Teach
all races the virtues I havie named above and then surreound
them with similar conditiend or invireonments snd provide them wikh
gimilar chances in life and in every case similer results would

!
be obtained.

Let us take up the matter of regularity, the

compare faverably witheother scheols in regularity @hen
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