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History of U. K.

In the year 1866 John B. Bownran, of
Mercer County, Xentucky, a farmer, con-
ceived the plan of the founding, in his na-
tive state, a university for the people. He
resolved to found and bulld an Institution
for the poor men of the country, on liberal
and ecomprehensive plans, to be A monu-
ment to his Blue Grass state. The Civil
War came on. Fate was agalnst Bowman in
the carrying out of his plans and the se-
curing of suitable grounds for such a uni-
versity was delayed until after the wwar,
when he purchased “'Ashland.'” home of the
immortal Henry Clay, containing 483 acres.
for the site. Preceding this time the school
Lad been scattered over the city of Lexing-
ton, some of the bulldings being in the
down-town section and some being as far
out as Woodland Park.
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IN HEART OF BLUE GRASS

The site of ‘‘yvour' TImivarsity of XKen-
tucky, as John Bowman proposed it should
be, Ig Ilncated In the southern part of the
clty of Lexington, near the Cineclnnati rail-
road in a former city park. By offering 52
acres of land, $30,000 In bonds and 220,000
in eash the city of Lexington and the
county of Favette secured the university.
The far-famed Blue Grass reglon, distin-
gulshed for fertility and healthfulness,
wealth and beauty, culture and agriculture,
race horscsg and true Americans, ig its home.

In the year 1866 the Agricultural & Me-
chanieal or Kentucky University, as It was
cillled then, opened its first session with
Progident John Augustus Willilams, four
professors and a commandant. Professors
adhered striectly to high standards of schol-




