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FOREWORD

The Inventory of County Archives of Mississippi is one of a number of bibliog~
raphies of historiceal materials prepared throughout the United States by workers on
the Historical Records Survey of the Works Progress Administration. The publication
herewith presented, an inventory of the archives of Forrest County, is number 18 of
the Mississippi series,

The Hiatorical Records Survey was undertaken in the winter of 1935-36 for the
purpose of providing useful employment to needy unemployed historians, lawyers, teach
ers, and research and clerical workers. In carrying out this objective, the project
was organized to compile inventories of historical materiasls, particularly the un-
published government documents and rccords which aro basic in the administration of
local govornment, and which provide invaluable data for students of political, cco=-
nomiec, and social history. The archival guide herowith preaonted is intendsd to meot
the requirements of day-to-day administration by the officials of the county, and also
the needs of lawyers, business men and other citizens who require facts from the pub-
lic records for the proper conduct of their affairs. The volumc is so dosigned that
it can be used by the historian in his rescarch in unprinted sourcecs in the same way
he uses the library cerd catalog for printecd sources.

The inventorics producod by the Historical Records Survey attompt to do more
than give merely a list of rocords ~ they attempt further to skctch in tho histori-
cal background of the county or other unit of goveramecit, and to deseriboe prociscly
and in detail the organization and functions of the goverament agoncios whosc rocords
they list. Thc county, town, and other local inventories for the cntiroc country will,
whon completed, constitute an cncyelopedia for local government s well as a bibliog-
raphy of local archivcs.

Tho successful conclusion of tho work of the Historieznl Rocords Survey, evesn in
a singlo county, would not be possible without the support of public officials, the
historical and logal specialists, and mony othor groups in the community. Their co-
operation is gratcfully acknowlcdged.

The Survey wos organized and has boen dirceted by Luthor H. Evoans, and opsrates
&s o nation=widc praojoct in tho Division of Women's and Professional Projects, of
which Mrs. Ellon Se Woodward, Assistant Administrator, is in chargc.

Harry L. Hopkins
Administrator



PREFACE

Work on the Historical Records Survey began in Mississippi in February 1936
as a pert of the progrem of the Federal writers' Projects. In November 1936 the
Mississippi Survey became a separate unit of Federal Project Nos 1 and in July 1937
Cs Co Fisher, editor-in-chief, was made state directors

To attein its genersl objective the Survey in Mississippi has examined, thor=
oughly =nd carefully, records kept by stete, county, and municipal governmentse In
addition, preliminary lists of historical manuscripts, maps, and early imprints in
privete and unofficial collections have been prepereds Much has been accomplished
in loceting and inventorying the records of &ll churches in all counties. In com-
pleting this perticular task the Survey will include the records of defunct churches
if it is possible to locate thems.

In Mississippi the Survey has stressed the completion of 2 stete-wide exami-
nation of county records with the view to preserving them, making them more acces=
sible, @and disclosing their intrinsic value in the development of Miscissippi as
a Territory and a stete. The Survey plans to publish the Inventory of the County
Archives of Mississippi in 82 units, one for eech county in the Stote. Bach unit

Will be numbered separately from 1 to 82, its number depending on the relative po-
sition of the county in an alphabeticsl list of sll counties. The inventories of
the state erchives, of manuscript collections, of church records, of early imprints,
and of mumicipsl end other local records will be published separatelys

By assemblin~ and prepering concise, deteiled inventories of, and guides to,
the archives of all counties, the Survey will meke evaileble & series of publications
which will: display for comperison the records system of the 82 counties of the stete
he study of which may lead to the adoption of a simplified, standardized method of
keeping records which will eliminste unnecessary and overlapping records; give a com-
prehensive medium which will famjliarize the general public with history as it is
shown by the records, and arouse interest in it; and help office holders tc & better
understanding of the exact scope of their office records and show them the record
work of their predecesSsorse

Although every cffort hes been mace to attain absolute accuracy in this inven=-
tory, the Survey cannot assure the user thet this degree of perfection has been real-
izeds Because of the many and varied systems of record keeping in use, the same rec=
ords may have been given different nemes in different counties and what may seem an
error is in reality only an evidence of the general non-uniformity existent through=
out the 82 counties cf the state.

The inventory is arrsnged so thet the records of the executive branch of county
government come first, followed by judicial, law enforcing, fiscel, and miscellanecus
agenciess The legel development of each office or agency is given in a sectiom which
precedes the inventory of the reccrds of the office or agencye

At first skepticel or antegonistic, county officials have ccme to realize the
worth of the Survey. In many ccunties it was necessary for Survey field workers to
scrt, rearrange, and put the records in their proper places before the actual in=-
ventorying could be starteds As work progressed the need for the complete reorgeni=
zation of records in these counties beceme so apparent thet locally-sponscred pro-
jects were orgenized to index, transcribe, restore, rebind, end set in order the
confused, jumbled mess of county archives. The Survey, because of its limited guota,
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has not been able to complete this extra work with its own workers. However, it as=-
sisted gladly in making all preliminary arrangements and in preparing project pro-
posals. It furnished technical supervision and gave its utmost cooperation to county
officials in the systemetizing of their records.

A further indication of the esteblished value of the Survey is the fact that
county officials are eagerly seeking its help in remedying e badly confused condi=-
tion existing in the keeping of the highly importent sectionzl indexes. These in-
dexes, intended to show clearly and concisely all lend conveyences and other instru-
ments touching or concerning the title to land in the counties, have for & veriety
of ressons, not zccomplished their purpose satisfactorily.

The lew of 1888 which directed thet the indexes be provided, did not define
cleerly the method and manner in which they should be kepts Consequently, the re=-
sult hes been that in no two of the 63 counties which hsve indexes &re the indexes
kept alike. Only five of the 63 indexes are modern end efficients The other 58
range from elmost totally valueless to fairly complete, &nd in 19 counties there are
no indexese.

After analyzing this condition, the Survey demonstrated thet it could offer an
intelligent solution to the situstion. A standardized, uniform index was prepared
end presented to chancery clerks end to boards of supsrvisorss. So greast has been
the response, that to dete, June 1938, 52 counties have rcquested the Survey to in=-
spect their indexes and meke recommendstions for improvement cnd stendardization.
The bosrds of supervisors in 17 counties have approved WPA projects to revise the
Sectionsl indexes of their counties, end in ten of these 17 counties, projects have
been established and work is progressing to the complete setisfection of the county
officizls., Forrest County was one of the first to approve 2 project and work was
sterted in April 1938, Sce Governmental Orgznization and Records System, p. 13,
infra.)

The Historical Records Survey hes given veluzble assistance to the Miscissippi
Depertment of Aprchives and Historye. 'Through & project initiated by tke Survey, more
than 900 volumes of loose newspapers have been sorted, arrenged by date of publica-
tion and bound. Bulky old case records of the superior court of chencery, the high
court of errors and appesls, end of the supreme court have been put in order, la=
belled, indexed, and made resadily accessible for the first time. The Survey is pre=
paring to meke a complete inventory of all records, books, papers, &nd other his=
torical meteriels collected by the depertment since its orgenization in 1902.

A project, sponsored by the secretary of stete, and designed to errange, in=
dex, and rebind the records of sll officesS or burezus of stete government, has been
put into operation. This work is highly important in that it will &t the same time
determine the amount of space and equipment needed to house properly the surplus
stete records, provide & safe depository in Jeckson for future.cccumuletion of ree-
ords, and protect the invalueble historical manuscripts, privete collections and
records now scattered throughout the stetc. In this comnnection the Survey hes been
collaborzting with the stete cfficiels and with the director of the Department of
Archives and History in preparing & fsasible plan %o present to the legislaturce
It has been suggested thzt the state convert the 0ld Capitol into &n archives build-
ing or meke use of one or more cf the sbendoned esylum buildines in North Jacksone

The survey of the records of Forrest County wes sterted Jenuary 11, 1936 and
wes finished Mey 15, 1937.  John W, York, Historical Records Survey field worker,
exemining the reccrds of both Forrest and Perry Counties during thot time, completed




the survey unaided by other paid workers until Martin L. Bartee was assigned to the
project on April 16, 1937, WNo advisory committee was formed but county officials
gave the Survey enthusiastic and generous cooperstion. Prominent among these who
aided York and Bartee were: Luther M. Cox, circuit clerk; Eustus E. Hudson, chencery
clerk; George W. Boone, sheriff and tex collector; W. V. Fcrd, assessor; S. J. Max-
well, surveyor; D. W. Holmes, county prosecuting attorney; 0lin R. ILovitt, superin-
tendent of education; esnd C. E« Fairley, Iuther G. Lee, J. Frank Williams, Jre, Ae Mo
Brown, J. P. Bounds, all members of the board of supervisors.

The Survey has followed general reguletions and procedure applicable to all WPA
project units in the 48 stetes. Mississippi WPA officials have always given the Sur-
vey their cordiel support end assistance. The Survey acknowledges also the help ac=-
corded by the Director of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History and Statc
Librerian who gave its workers access to the velusble source materials housed in thei:

respective depertments.

The records of Forrest County are in as good condition end as accessible as it
is possible for them to be under the existing circumstances. The courthouse is too
small and is inadequate for the steadily increassing needs of the populous county. The
offices of the circuit clerk and the chancery clerk especislly are overcrowded and cor
gestede

The inventory of the records of Forrest County was prepared in the stcte ofe
fice of the Survey in Jackson, Mississippi, by an editcrial steff headed by Robert

E. Strong.

C. Cs FISHER
Stete Director
The Historical Records Survey

Jackson, Mississippi
June 1938
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(First entry, pe 24)

1. HISTORICAL SKETCH

Forrest County was created from the Second Judicial District of Perry County
by an act of the legislature approved April 19, 1906 (L. M., 1906, pp. 174-179;
see 2lso Governmentel Organization and Records System, p. T, }Eﬁgg.) Brought into
existence during the saw mill and lumber era of South Mississippi, thc cconomy of
the county hos beon predominontly industrial although wgriculturc hos not beon un=
importent. Forrcst County was named in honor of Confederate Genoral Nothon Bodford
Forrcst, fomous Scuthern covelry leador, The act crcating the county provided
thet Hatticsburg, o fast-growing lumboring and railroad comtsr, should bo the county
seat. This city wms tho seut of justice of the Socond Judicial District of Porry
County formod in 1892 (L. M., 1892, pp. 392-394).

The county is situctcd in south-contral Mississippi in tho midst of the Long

oaf Pine Bolt and is & rogular parallelogrem with an arca of 462 squarc milos. It
w:s first o part ef Washington County which w.s sstablished by proclomction of Gove
ornor Winthrop Scrgont Junc 4, 1800 as the third county in tho Mississippi Territory
(Toulmin's Digost, 1807, ps 3)« This county cmbraced all the country cxtonding oast
from the Peorl River to the Chattahoochoc River - anow tho eustorn boundiry of Alabama
- ond north from the 31st pzrallel to the northern boundary of the Territory, just
zbove tho 32nd paerzllel. From this vast county contuining approximctoly 2,600 squaroc
miles, 18 countics in Mississippi and 29 countiss in Aldboma hive bcen formed wholly
or in part. (Thomes kicAdory Owcn, History of Alcbome, Chicago, 1921, 4 vols., vol.
Tidys; D 1300 ¢

Although this &pansc of land woes cleimed for tho Territory, it did not actu=-
ally come into thc posscssion of the Unitod Stutes until 1805 when its nitive ownors,
the Choctaw Indicns, coded it to the government as the culminaticn of the first move
macdo to oxtinguish Indian titles within tho limits of tho Territory. The Louisicna
Purchase of 1803 (8 Stute L., Troctics, ppe 200-13), created the noed for & southern
routo to Now Orlscns cnd Netchoz. On November 16, 1805, Mount Dexter, situated ncar
the preseat town of Mzcon in Noxubce County, was the scsne of a troaty whoreby the
Choctaws grantsd tho United States 4,374,244 cercs of land lyiag in the oxtreme south-
orn port of the Territory zbovs the 3lst parcllcl and including prescnt-day Forrcst
County (7 Stote Les pps 98-100). This troaty, known as the First Choctow Cossion,
threw new leénds opon to whitc scttlemont, mads possiblc the wostwerd ocxtonsion of &
post road from Goorgia (2 Stots Le, ppe 338, 397), and scparcted the Indicns from
the trouble=making Spaniards who still held Florida. (Clercnce Edwin Cartor, Tho
Territorial Popers of the United States, Weshington, 1937, 5 volses vole Vy The Mis-
sissippi Territory, ppe 317-18, 434.

Groenc County was organized in this zrou on Decomber 9, 1811 (Turnor's Digset,
1816, p. 105) ond from it on February 3, 1820 Porry County was formed (L. M., 1820,
pps 27-28). In 1906 the limits of the territory trken from Porry County to crcoto
Forrcst Coumty wore deseribod as "Beginning ot tho nurthoast coranvr of Township 53
north of rangc 12, west of 3t. Stophen's Meridicn, thon running scuth along the line
dividing ranges 11 and 12 to tho southwest corncr of township 1, gouth of rongo 12,
west, thon running west clong the linc dividing Haorrison ond Perry Countics to the
southwest cornor of tounship 1, south of ronge 13, west, thon rusning along the line
dividing Poarl River County ond Porry County to tho southuest corner of township 5
north of rangc 14, wost, thon runniang wost 2l the line dividing Perry and Lamar
Countics to tho southwest cornor of scid d township, thon running along the
line dividing Perry cnd Lamor Countiss, to tho northwest coraer of suid lust Coun-
ties, tc the point of beginning" (L. ide, 1906, chapte 165, ppe 174~179). In 1912

L8 I




Historical Sketch ~ (First entry, p. 24)

the townships on the southern border were made part of Stone County established at
that time (éo Mes 1912, po 403). Otherwise, the boundaries of Forrest County have
not been changed and at present it is delimited on the north by Covington and Jones
Counties, on the east by Perry County, on the south by Stone County, and on the west
by Lamar and Pearl River Countiess

Until they relinguished their title to the region, the Choctaw Indians used it
chiofly as a hunting ground. It was not until the early 1880's that farmers and tra-
ders penetrated tho upper portions of the Piney Woods along the Leaf River and its
tributary creeks,

In 1841 Col. J. F: He Claiborne, pionecer Mississippi historian, described the
section in the following stylistic language®: "This country is thinly settled and
adapted chiofly to grazing. It is intersected by large crocks that afford fine wa=
ter power, more than two-thirds of the lend yot bclongs to the government and will
not be entered for years to come at present prices. Much of it is covered exclu=-
sively with the long leaf pinc; not broken, but rolling like thec waves in the mid-
dle of the groat ocean. The grass grows throe foet high and hill and valley arc
studded all over with flowsrs of overy hue. The flora of this section of the State
and theneo down to the sca board is rich beyond descriptione.s.eThousands of cattle
are grazed here for merkot. The unbroken forasts abound with game. The red decr
troop along by dozons; for miles the wild turkeys run bofore you in the road, and
tho sherp whizzing of tho startled partridge is constantly on the eur. But for
this ponorama of life, the solitude of & ride through this region would bo painful,
The housos on the road stznd from ton to twonty miles aparts the cheoring mile posts
and the gossipping traveler arc seldom met withs the armless pines look gaunt and
spectral and fall sadly on the soul.....The people ars for the most part pastorsl,
thoir hords furnishing their chief revenuc.

"No rogerd is paid to diet or woather. The houses ars chiofly built of logs,
partly left unchinked at all scasons of tho year; great guantities of fruit are
consumod; the cotton wnd corn fields arc plented over with melons of which all eat
with impunity and frequently as thoy ars plucked, warm from the suny many of the
men spend days in thc woods herding cattle or dcer stalking; and they swim water
courses and catch the drenching winter rains without thinking of hot teos, warm
baths, and dry clothes to kecp thom from taking colde The univorsal prectice is
to let the drenched garments dry on the system. All ages plungs with impunity
into tho streams, and the children and the ducks live in the weter togethers Yot
" there is little or no sickness, scercely ever = fever, not & doctor within fifty
miless the men are robust, active, and long-livad; the women beautiful, and the
children lively as crickeots and ruddy as roscbuds.ss..lond moy be had at govorn-
ment prices, or improved with comfortzblo cabins, 2 finc spring and g clearing
m:y be had at 2 small advance. The most juicy and richly flavored grass=fod beef
can be had at three or four contsy butter =t = bit 2 pound; eggs and fowls, po=
tatoes, stces at a mers songy choose for a trifle; venison for tho shooting of it;
and an owner of five hundred or one thousand head of enttla will thank you for
panning, milking, and salting his cows. It is literally a land of "milk and hon-
ey"==for the wild bee builds her ncst in many & hollow trce, and hives by the
dozen garnish the goble ends of every farm housc."” (J. F. He Claibornae, "A Trip
Through the Piney Woods", in Publications of the Mississippi Historical Socioty,
Franklin L. Riley, cde, Oxford, Miss., 1906, 10 vols., vole IX, pp. 514=16) .

There was no concentretion of populzticn in tho lond now Forrost County un=
til after the New Orleans and North Eastern Roilroad, now g;r@ of thc Southern
ailway 8ystem, was projoctcd through South ifississippi in 1882 from New Orloans
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" northeast to Meridian in Mississippi. The railroad esteblished a round house, re-
pair shop, and relay station which was the beginning of the village thet grew into

' the city of Hattiesburg. (Dunbor Rowland, Mississippi, The Heart of the South,

# Chicago, 1525, 4 vols., vol. II, p. 721). The most active development followed the
completion in 1897 of the Gulf and Ship Island Railrood between Hottiesburg and the
port of Gulfport on the Mississippi gulf coast. This railroad chortered by the state
in 1882 (L. M., 1882, pp. 849-62), bocause of financial difficulties occasioncd by
its foilurs and incbility to obtain title to government gronted lunds, had been 15
years in connccting the Forrest County rogion with a necrby outlet for its yellow
pine lumb:re. Once finished however, tho railroad transformed the scction into one
great, rooring, lumb:or comp with hundreds of soaw mills,

In 1900 Captain J. T. Joncs of Buffulo, New York, one of tho first northcrn
capitalists to make hezvy financial investmonte in Mississippi, purchased tho rail=-
rozd. (Sec YHistorical Sketch" in Taventory of the County Archives of Mississippi,
No. 24, Harrison County, Gulfport, Jackson, Missjy_ Under this nsw owncrship, the
Toand was extonded northwost to Jackson —nd a brinch line was built from Moexie s @
town south of Hatticsburg, wost to Columbia in Marion County, then northwest o
Mondenhall in Simpson County, south of Jackson, to connsct with tho main lino, thus
giving Hotticsburg and Forrost County complote north to south transportcotion and
m;king)Hattissburg o fineneicl, railroad and commorical center (Rowlond, ope cite,
Pe 722 °

The rapid rise of Forrost County was the direct result of tho exploitction of
the virgin stond of long leaf or yellow pinc. In comparison with the clearing of
land for lumbor the clozring of lund for furming was negligible although by 1520
the valuo of farm property in the county was $3,373,000 and the value of its crops
wns $1,070,000 (ibid.)e As the timber wes cut 2 flourishing navel stores business
developed, turpentine, resin, and pine tar being the chief products. The output
of yellow pine through the port of Gulfport in 1912 cmounted to 19,035,353 foct,
much of this footogo coming from the Forrest County arca, and by 1917 the average
export of lumber through the port was 300,000,000 feet por ycor (Mississippi Depart-
ment of Apchives cnd History, Mississippi 0fficial undStotistical Register, Jackson,

Biss., 1917, pe 967)s It is safs to assumo that an almost cgual amount of lumber

was shippoed north entircly by rail during the scmo poriod. Evidence of tho furious

Loctivity of tho lumboring industry is tho fact that there were 53 staticns on 160
milos of mainline of the Gulf ond Ship Island Railroad, most of them saw mills &nd
saw mill fownse (Secc "Historical Sketch" in Invontory cof tho County Archives of
Migsissippi, No. 24, Harrison County, Gulfport, Jucksen, i8S, )

In 1900 the population of Perry County, including tho Second Judicial District

which bocsmo Forrcst County in 1908, wae 14,692. In 1910 ths combined population

t0f Perry County and Forrcst County was 28,407, an incroasc of 13,725 or 93.5 percoent

" (Thirtconth Census of the United Stwtos, 1910, Population, vole II, table I, pe 1029) .
The populction of Hattiesburg in 1890 was 1,172, 2nd in 1900 wcs 4,175 (Twolfth Con-
sus of tho Unitcd States, 1900, Populstica, vole I, part I, tcble 55 pe 234). 1In
1910 it had grown to 11,733 (Thirtconth Csnsus of the United Statcs, 1910, Populetion,
vole II, tabloc II, p. 1060), in 1920 was 13,270 and in 1930 o8 18,601 (Fiftecnth
Consus of the United Stotes, Populition, vol. III, port 1, tablo 12, pe. 1281). The
coming of the rzilroad and thc developmont of the lumber industry, botween 1890 and
1920, incroased the population of the county secat from 3,172 to 13,270.

Aceording to the census of 1930 the number of peoplo in Forrest County was
30,115 of which 20,236 were nutive vwhito =nd 9,646 wero negro (ibid., tablc 13,
" p. 1283). Tho urbon population was 18,601 whils the rural population wis 11,514
& (ibide). The totzl asscased value of all property as of January 1, 1936, less the
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cssessed value of urban and rural exempt homes (see Tax ASsessor, pa70 , infrao.),
is $11,151,940 (Welker Wood comp, and ed. s Mississippi Blue Book, Biennial Re=
port of the Secretury of stote to the Legislature of Mississippi, 1935=37, Jack=
Son, MiSS., 1938, pe 205). Of the approximate arsa of 295,680 ceres, 104,003 are
devoted to farm lands with 29,378 of this amount being in ‘€rop land. The remaining
191,677 ccres are chiefly cut-over pine londs. (Fifteenth Census of the United
stotes, 1930, Agriculture, vol, II, part 2, table I, p. 1051). The value of cot-
ton, corn, and ll other crops raised on 1,143 forms in 1936 wos $867,043, with un
averoge gross income of $1,076.99 per farm compared with a state avertge of $963.99
per farm. Livestock and livestock products were worth $363,957. The 1935 scles of
monufacturcd products in the county amounted to $5,068,080. (Vulue of Mississippi
Farm)?roduction in 1936, Bulletin, Stato Department of Argiculturc, Juockson, Misse,
1937)

In 1910 the logislature passed on aet crocting 2 stats normal school and
authorizing municipalitios to issuc bonds for not more than $100,000 to obtain o
site for tne college (L. M., 1910, pp. 105-9). Tho city of H:tticsburg and For=-
rost County each issued bonds for $50,000 ("#inutes of the Boord of Supervisors",
vol. II, pe 28, soc ontry 2) cnd Hattiesburg by offoring $258,000 in cesh, 120
neres for thc sitec, and on additional section of land wis choscn by the college
board of trustcss as the locotion for ths ncw school. The colloge called Missis=
sippi Normsl Colloge was openod in Scptembor 1910, (Rowland, ope cites pPs 332~
33). In 1924 thc ncme of the college was changed to State Touchors' @Gollege (E.
Mo’ 1224, Ch:&pt- 295).

Not loag after. the United States caterod the World War in 1917 thoe War De=-
partment sstoblished one of its mony contonments in Forrest County. It was namod
Camp Shelby in honor of Governor Shelby of Kentucky and scldiers chiefly from Kone
tucky, Indiuna, ond Ohio werc troined therce A8 many as 60,000 men werc concen=
trated ot tho cump wt one timee The comp wos discontinued in 1920.

With Hottissburg as tho focul point cnd business ond merket center for a con=
aidorable arce in South Mississippi, Forrcst County is travorsed north to south by
the Gulf and Ship IslzandReilroad and by the Southorn Reilwey System., Tho Missis=
sippi Central Railrocd counects the county seot with Nutchoz to the west on tho
Misaissippi River and the Bonhomie and Hattissburg Southern R-ilrocd, extendi ng to
the ecst 27 miles, joins it with tho Gulf, Mobilc znd Northorn Railrcad and the
southeastorn section of the statc and Mobile, Aladbama. Unitcd Stotes Highways Noe
49 and No. 11 eross the county north to south while severczlstote highways cross
it east to woest.

The original courthouse ws a cno=story, brick cnd frame structure crccted in
1893 for tho Second Judicial District of Porry County by order of the boird of super=
visors of that county in 1892 ("Transcribed Minutss of the Board of Supervisors of
Porry County", vol, 1, p. 327, ses ecntry 1). In 1904 the bocrd voted to demolish
this building and crect the raiced=basom nt and two-story, brick and stonc~trim
courbnating B 4R EE411 40 use (Sbid.s vols 35 ppe 252-55). This bullding wag coms
pleted in 1905-6 and was accopted by the boerd on May 21, 1906 (ibide, vole 4, pe
32). It has not bsen romodeled cr enlarged znd it is not scequate for the present=-
dey needs of tho county. (Sce alsc Housing, Care, ond Acccssibility of Records,
pps 13-16, infrc.)
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2. COVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION AND REGCORDS SYSTEM

Forrest County wos established under the provision of the Constitution of 1890
which specifies that "no new county shall be formed unless a majority of the quali-
fied electors voting in ecch part of the county or counties proposed to be dismem=
bered and embraced in the new county shall separatcly vote therefore; nor shell the
boundary of any judicizl district in a county be changed unloss, at an electi on held
for)that purpose, two-thirds of those voting assent _ therefo" (Const., 1890, scce
260) «

The creation and organization of Forrest County from the arca comprising the
Socond Judicinl District of Perry County was authorized by an act of the legisla-
ture approved April 19, 1906 (L. M., 1906, pp. 174=79). The act provided for the
organization of the new county by dirceting the bonrd of supervisors of Perry Coun-
ty to rearrznge tho voting procincts of the two judicisl districts of Perry County
and call special clections for the first Monday in Moy 1907 in the two districts,
at which the qualified slectors of the districts could vote for or against the pro-
jected county. The clections resulted in the nocessary two~thirds majority in fa-
vor of the sstcblishment and the governor proclcimed that Forrest County should be
created a8 of ths first Moaday in Jonuary 1908,

The act further stipulated that the following officers, provided for by tho
Constitution of 1890, bc clocted at the genercl elections of November 1907 to scrve
four years: shoriff, asssessor, coronor, surveyor, clerk of the chancery court, clerk
of the circuit court, troasursr, supcrintcndsnt of education, two justicos of the
peace and two constables for ocach of thc suporvisors' districts, onc ropresantative
in the legislature, and five persons to comstitute a board of supervisors., Hatties-
burg was mxdc the county selte.

The board of supervisors of Perry County administ.rod the business and govern-
montal affairs of the asw county until the first Mondey of Jonuary 1908 ot which
time the newly-clocted officers of Forrcst County went into office. The board also
divided both countics into five superviscrs' districts or beats.

Forrest County wms attached to and boctmo a part of the sscond suprome court
district, the cighth chuncery court district, the twelfth circuit court district,
the second senstorinl district, ¢ he sixth congressicnal district end the second
distriet for the cloction of roilrosd commissicner. It assumed o proporticnate
part of the old county debt of Perry County. Tho school districtsof Forrest Coun-
ty as thoy had boen ereeted in the Scoond Judicial District of Perry County wore
not changod, but the sixteenth scction schocl funds, both principal and intercst,
belonging to the sixtecnth sections of Forrcst County were turned over to the
trezsurer of Forrust County by the trousurcr of Porry County.

The cet dirceted that aoll records of tho office of tnc chancory clerk, ¢ ir=
cuit clerk, and sheriff of Porry County at Hatticsburg as kept and preservod for
the Second Judicinl District before the er-ootion of Furrest County should remain
the records of Forrest County, It alsc specified that the clerk of tho charc ery
court of Perry County should transcribe in appropriate books to bs furnished by
Forrest County all the rocords of his cffice znd of the offices of othor Perry
County officers zffecting title to land situated in Forrest County. It was re=
quired that the transcriptions be typewrittcen, that the clork should receive ten
cents a hundred words for meking the transeriptions, to be paid by Forrcst County,
and thet the clerk certify the tronscriptions and show the original book znd page
from which the transcriptions werc mades
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The title to &ll property, real and personal, and rights of action vested in
Perry County at the time of the creation of Forrest County were vested in the new
county. All contrects entered into by Perry County before Forrest County was es-
tablished, so far as they affected the Second Judicial District, were carried out
by Forrest County. The venus of all suits, both criminal and civil, pending in
the eircuit court, the chancery court, and in the justice of peace courts of the
Second Judicial District of Perry County was not changed. The registretion books
of the Second Judicizl District were made the registration books of Forrest County,
but the poll books for the Second Judicial District were revised by the election
commigsioners of Perry County. The rezl and personal assessment rolls of the Sec=-
ond Judicial District were w.ade the rolls of Ferrcst County.

The officers of the county were duly elected in November 1907 end the first
meeting of the Forrest County board of supervisors was held the {irst Monday in
Tanuery 1908 ("Minutes of the Board of Supervisors", vol. 1, De 1, see entry 2.)

The first officers were: John L. Davis, Je. P. Pacc, Soloman E. Perking, Js. Ce.
McDonald, &nd William A. Conn, members .I the board of supervisors; T. E. Ba%son,
chencery clerk; J. C. Megruder, sherifi and %ux collector; T. Je. Mixon, circuit
clerk; Herbert Gillis, troasurer; E. J. Currie, suzerintendent of education;
William 8. McKinnon, tax assessor; Henry B. Clark, surveyor; David Fairley, coro-
ner and ranger; and J. We Boltun, A. De Hartfield, W. C. Hardee, We Jo Wall, B.

A. Ward, W. F. Wedgesworth, S. B. Randall, A. D. Carter, and James E. Davis, jus-
tices of the peace; and George Hartfield, county attoruneye. (Ibide)

Forrest was the 77th county established of the 82 counties cowprising wodern
Mississippie. It is not only comperatively aew in age but it is new in tradition
and economy as it was organized in the portion of Mississippi last to be settled.
Mississippi was admitted as a state in 1817 (3 State L., DPe 472~473) and by 1832
ull titles to Indian lands had been extinguisheds By 1854 the entire eree of the
state had been converted into counties, thosc originsting leter being formed by
dismembering and dividing counties already in existence. For a detailed account
of the treaties with the Chuctew and Chickesaw Indians and of the organizetion of
counties from land obtained from the Indians see Inventory 224322 County Archives
of Mississippi, No. 55, Pearl River County (Poplarvillef, Jeckson, Miss., 1938,
pr. 8-11.

Forrest County with an area of 462 squere miles, is the fifty~sixth county in
size., The largest, Yazoo, contains 905 squere miles, the smallest, Alcorn, con=
tains 386 squere miles (Wood, compe and ed., Ops Cita., De 207). The most populous
county, Hinds, has 85,118 inhebitants (Fifteenth Annual Census of the United Stetes,
1930, Population; Vole III, part 1, teble 11, pe 1276) and the lezst populous, Stone
has 5,704 (ibid., pe 1279). The populetion of the stste is 2,009,821 of which 989,807
are native white and 1,009,718 sre negro. Mississippi is the only state in which the
number of negroes exceeds the mumber of whites. (Ibid., tebles 1, 2, De 1265, )

Government in Mississippi has developed to meet the economic and social re=~
quirements of & rural and agricultural commnity that has not been materielly
affected by urban and industrial influences. Early settlers were attracted by
the fertile soil end the equable climate. Their descendants have clung tena-
ciously to the one-crop economy of cotton-growings Only in the last few years
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' has any progress been mede in diversified farming, livestock reising, dairying, and
B the development of latent industrial resources. The state has the largest rural
" population of any of the stetes, 83.1 percent being classed as rural and 67.7 per-
§ cent as rurel-ferm (ibid., teble 1, p. 1265). Only 13 cities have & populetion of
! more than 10,000 and in 1930 Jackson, the capital and largest city, had 48,282 in-
! hevitants (ibide, teble,12, p. 1281). However, local stetistics claim a popula-
| tion of 60,000 in 1938 (Jackson, The Crossroads of the Deep South, Bulletin, Jeck-
son Chamber of Commerce, Jeckson, MissS., 1938), Meridian is the Second largest city
with a populetion of 31,954 followed by Vicksburg with 22, 943, Hattiesburg, the
county seat of Forrest County, with its popul=stion of 18,601 in 1930 is the fourth
largest city in the state. (Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930, Population,
W vol. III, part 1, table 12, p. 1281.)

In the ¢reation of counties in Misgissippi, as in other states, administrative

¥ convenience was frequently considered; but perhaps more weight was given to local
pride, to ambitions of & growing urban center, to the desire of individuals to ex~
ercise greater influence in county administration, to transitory jeslousy or en-
tagonism, or to some considerctions heving to do primerily with the courts (Insti-
tute for Government Resesrch of the Brookings Institution, Washington, Report on &
Survey g{_EEg.Q;ganization and Administration of Stete and County Government }é:yﬁéf

" sissippi, Jeckson, Miss., The Research Cormission of the Stete of Mississippi, 1932,
D. 625).

j Tredition wes an important fector in the establishment of counties. The first
2 scttlers brought with them ideas of government to which they had become accustomeds’
N Institutions existent in older states were frequently, and with slight modification,
transplanted to Mississippi. In the minds of most people of the time, county gov-
ernment bulked larger and seemed more important then the central government of the
8 stete, It was the only government with which meny persons ever came in close con=
tact. Thus, there are today in the county end in the internal orgeniration of the
| county, survivels of institutions which can be treced through the original American
colonies back to medieval England. (Ibide, pe 624.)

: Furthermore, in the early history of Miscissippi there wes real need for the
! countys The people lived in separate commnities, each with its own local needs.
§ A high degree of centrali-stion in government would at thet time have been im-
# practicerls Roads were poor, Rivers were widely used for transpertation. Com-
'-E’munication was difficult and expensive. Judiciszl convenience contributed to the
d cstoblishment of the county as a fact snd tredition. (Ibide)

d The county in Mississippi, as in other commonwealths, is a territorial erea

} ostablished by the stete government for convenience of administrations The supreme

} court of Mississippi remarked that "A county is a governmental agency, created for
local purposSes'; but the court sdded that it is elso "for vany purposes, & corpora=

§ tion,....or 2t lesst is clothed with corporete functions" in reletion to certain’

| sucjects, (Rainey vs. Hinds County, 78 MisS,, pe 313.) Thus the county in this,

§ &5 in other states,—zb not a municipéf—corparation; it is a quasi-municipal corpora-

P tion. It cennot be sued, except by virtue of a law passed in the legislature, (Ibide)

The Constitution of 1890 stipulated that & new county cannot be ereated un~
| 1css a majority of the qualified electors of the county or counties concerned,
| voting st a special election, approve of sueh creation (22551., 1890, secs 260;
cfey pe 7, Sugra.) The same section specified that no county may contain less
® Than 400 squere miles and that no existing county may be reduced below that sizes
! Thus it appears that the legisleture cannot abolish 2 county without the consent
2 of a majority of the electors of the area concerned, However, the legisleture is
! not prevented from chenging county bounderies without the consent of the peoples
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The principal functions of the county can be classified as followss (1) ad=
ministering the fiscol and business affairs of the countys (2) enforcing state laws
ond decrees; (3) administering justice; (4) holding elections; (5) collecting taxes:
(6) meinteining the peace; (7) acting as o recording agencys (8) administering cd-
ucetions (9) regulating hsclth and sanitationg (10) supervising agricultural work.

The hoard of supervisors, given extraordinary powors and duties, administers
the business and fisczl affairs of the county. This nomi-logislative body has ex=
clusive cnd absolute disbursing powcr, may DOrrow moncy ~nd issuc bondss On it
sre conferrad gencral 8uthority of orgonization, supervision and coatrol; the power
to lovy toxes, purchase supplies, cars for county building, ond mcko all contracts
for public workse It is given jurisdiction ovor all mattors of county police and
over many in tho fiold of county oducction, public hoalth end wolfarc, agriculturey
and forostry. As o mettor of coursc, the boord of supcrvisors occupies an all=-im=
portant, patcrnalistic position in tho political, cconomic, thu socizl mokoup of
the countye

Ths chancory clerk has boon dolegnted a multitudo of unzlliocd dutios, func=-
tions, «nd rosponsibilitics which moke his offico umusunl in Amorican county gove
srnmonte As tho businuss of conducting the affairs of the county hes grown in
volume and complexity, morc and morc ndministretive burdens have been imposed on
the chancory clork. Conscquently, he has bocome the most important and influon=
tial county officicl and in mony counties is in roality the county's chicf axecu=
tivo. In genercl the cutiocs which have hoon conforrod upon the chancery clork,
in addition to his functions as clcrk of the court, sre those of: clork of the
board of supervisors, rccordor, auditor, clerk of the poension board of inquiry,
treasurcr, and accountant.

Laws arc enforcod through the district attorncys, tho county attorneys, by
tho sheoriffs, and by tho constebles. Tha coroner and ronger is also a law on-
forcomont officors

Justico is administecred in all countiocs through justice of peaco courts, 2
circuit court, and a chuncory court. In Forrost and 12 othor countics a county
court is alse mnintiincde Tho justico courts have jurisdiction in civil suits
involving not morc than $200 cnd in offenscs in which punishmont does not oxceod
fine ond impriscamente The county court has jurisdicticn concurront with the
justice ¢f poacce courts in 211 mottors civil and criminal and it has jurisdice=
ticn concurrent with the circuit nnd choncery courts in all mattors of law and
cquity in which the value of tha mattor in controversy does not oxcoed $1,0004
In Forrest County it has oxclusive jurisdiction in metters and couscs of ominont
domain, in tho partition of porsonal proporty, and in cctions of unlawful entry
and doteinors In countics not having a county court the justico courts posscss
this jurisdiction. Thc county court is tho court of appoal from city end jus=
tice courts. The circuit court is ths court of appeal from the county court in
Forrest County and from other iaferior courts in countics whore no county court
oxists. It hos jurisdiction in litigation sxcocding $1,000 and is a court of crim-
inal prosccution. Tho clerk of tho circuit court is tho cx=officioc clork of the
county court. The chancory court hus jurisdiction in 2ll mattors of oquity; di-
vorce and alimony; motters tostacontary cnd of adninistrotion; minors® businessj
and in cuses of idiocy, lunacy, and persons of unsound mind. At the head of this
judiciecl systom is the state suprome court to which eppecls from the circuit end
chancery courts may bo madce
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The clerk of the circuit court is registrar of elections and keeper of elec=-
tion recordss The board of supervisors nas power to define the election districts
of the county and it may change the boundaries of these districtse. The board is
required to call special elections when petitionod to do so by 25 percent of the
qualified electors of tho county. Threc clection commissioncrs, appointed by the
atatc board of eloction commissioners to serve for two years, have goneral juris-
diction over all glectionse

The shoriff is by statute, the ox-officio collector of reoal and porsonal tax=

The shoriff, as clsewhore, is charged with maintaining the peacc in his county.
Constables, rogularly elective county pcace officors, while primarily attachcd to
the justice of the peacc courts, arc direceted by law to assist othor proper offi=-
cizls including the sheriff, in prescrving tho poacce Tho coroner and ranger can
be classificd zs o conscrvator of the poaceces

Tha clerk of the chancery court is the rccorder of docds, decds of trust,
nortgeges, wills, court procccdings, and a wide varisty of othor documcnts.

The superintendcnt of oducation directs the county cducctional program as
part of the state educational systcm.

In many countios, & health officer, rocommended by the statc bocrd of health,
but appointed and poid by the countics, rogulatcs county-widc health and sanitoe=
tion work. In othors, this program is carried on by = county hoalth department
with an organized staff headed by the health officer, as is ths casc in Forrest
Countye.

Agricultural activities urs conducted by county agents of agricultural domon=
atration and home cconomics, rocommended by the Extension Depertment of Mississippi
State College ond appointed by the bourds of supervisors with the approval of the
United Stztes Department of Agriculturc. These county =gents, men und women, 28
part of the county extension departments in agriculturs and home ccononmics, have
for their generzl purpose the dissomination of useful information among the formers
form womon, boys and girls, the doveloping of agricultural rcscurcos znd the im=-
proving of homes of the countics.

While no acctive, aggressive plan has been advancod to estaoblish and meintain
uniformity in records, some moasurcs have beon passed which show thut lawmek.rs
and officicls hive not boen ummindful of the importance of o standardized sys tome

The boards of suporvisors arec directed to supply 211 county officcs with nec-
ossary record books, transcripts of rocords of other countios which roloto to or
affect titles of property in thoir countics, ths original cntries of land and thoe
necessary township meps, and provide for the safo and orderly keeping of zll the
rocords therecof (Code, 1930, scce 222)+ The boards are further instructed to re=
bind 21l recerd books of conveyances and of 1ost wills and testomonts, of indexes
therctc, and all othor record bocks of the county hat noed to be rebound, and to
transeribe into new record books cll conveyances and other instruments of records
and indexcs thcreto, that nesd to be trasscribed for proscrvetion (ibid., sece 224)
The bozrd may provido o complete nbstract of titles to iand in tho county (ibide,
s6cs 226), but in many countics have not done so. Tho boards arc definitely di-
rocted to supply the office of the chancery clerk with 2 scctional index to 2ll
land conveycnces in their respective countios (ibid., sccs 227) but in at least
18 counties this index has not beon providode

The 1930 Code prescribos the forms for many dockets, recoris, and bocks, but
since these arc generally purchased locally by the various boards, they vary in
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size, quality, and typographical mekeup according to the obility and equipment of
local printers,

No provisions have been mzde for the destruction of unimportznt and obsolete
recordse

The ¢ ourts and the boards of supervisors are given cuthority to reesteblish
any rccords destroyed, lost, or stolen (;p;g., sees. 2332~47).

The stote organizations of choncory clerks and of circuit clsrks have endeav-
orcd to standardizo their own forms but the movoment hos not orogressed much be=
yond the discussion stute.

Various stoto agencics have made carncst cfforts to standardize the roports
made to thom by county depertments, cspacially the stnte zuditor of public cccounts
who issucs uniform blanks to the csucssors, to the colleetors nnd to the boards of
ponsion inguiry. With respect to the work of this officicl the roport of the Brook-
ings Institution on county goveramsnt in Mississippi had this to say "The state au--
ditor's office has boon given thc function of prsscribing uniform accounts and as=-
sisting in thoir installction, und of making udits of county officese This audit-
ing work has not boen offcctive, portly bocausc of an inadequats field stoff, part-
1y becausc the stito auditor is an cloctive officianl, cnd portly bucauss inspcction
of county offices has boon merely ca incidental fuaction of un office which is pri-
merily o stote deportment, with its main intersst centered in the operations of the
one contral office of the stoto. The noud in Mississippi for fiscal supervision
-nd control of local subdivisicns have not yet beon ~doguately mote" (Institute
for Qovormment Rosc.rch of the Brookings Institution, ope citos Pe 609.)

Corolossnoss, indifference, cnd ignoronce havo boon the grevtest doteriorating
frctors in tho prouservation and protoction of rocords. As corly as 1816 the Torri-
torizl Assombly cazctcd 2 law giving tho justicas of tho county court power to in=-
spact the offices of clerks who "have neglectod to rocord docds, wills, and other
metbors of consecguenco, in due sonson, snd have carcloesly and confuscdly kopt tho
filos of papers in their officcs, and have noglected to muke out proper indcxcs of
the motteors recorded, whoroby groot injury miy ensuc to poraons concerncd". (Tur-
ner's Digest, 1816, p. 195.)

Legislation in 1803 and zgain in 1816 ompowcred the geveraor to appoint an
officer tec transleto and preserve the records and papers which wore kopt during the
administrotion of the Spanish government in Mississippi (1779-1795). This official
wes dircctod to Mmeke & faithful trounslation 2nd record in woll bound books all the
FGCOrdS. « « esiind record in gopurato books thosc rccords rolating to trials ond judg-
monts in suits, =nd those relating to conveyanc.s of rocl ond porsonsl cstitGes.s
and maks o complote indox in alphebeticzl ordor of the contents of cach vslumo te
be thoroin coatzinod". (Ibide, pp. 390, 491.)

In 1902 the Stoto Departuent of Archives cnd History wes set~blished to pro=
vide for thc carc ind custody of official archivos,the collccting of m.terizls
bearing upon the history of the gtotc, tho editing of officinl rccords and other
historic..l mitorisl, tho diffusion of knowlodge in roforence to the histery and
resourcss of the st to, tho preparction and publicction of annunl roports, and
tho encourcgement of historienl work  (Code, 1906, scc. 1633). Through the work

of this department much progross has boen made in bringing about on incrscsed in-

&

torest in proserving cnd protocting 211 rocoras.
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The records of Forrest Cou.ty have been standardized to the extent that at
1east 95 percent of doed, deeds of trust, and court records arc kept in heavy
leather bound, insortable looso-leaf record books. Containers vary in size and
composition. An examination of the records showcd that manufactured brands of
permanont, non-fading black ink have bosn uscd in moking handwritten transcrip=-
tions and in meking murginal notztions such os sotisfoctions of deeds of truste
Rubbor stumps havs rot boon used goperally for dating cnd endorsing documents
but when such stomps have been utilized, black ink rather than red, grceny or
purple ink has boen uscds Practicclly 211 pormancnt rccords heve boenr typewrit=-
ton cnd bleck or blue ribbons have boen uscd. A good gquality of lodger poper has
boon purchzsod for the rocord books but less durable poper has becn used in the
documonts kopt pormancntly on file, ospecinlly in those documcnts inscribed upon
printsd forms and furnished by othors thon county officiclse

Forrocst County was on2 of tho first countics in the state to utilize a plen
originated by the Historicel Rocords Survey vhoreby WPA projects arc got up to pre-
parc sccbional indoxes for countics thet hove none or rovise foulty indexes alread:
oxistinge Tho Forrcst County scctioatl indcx as it is kopt at prusent is veluable
but inadeguote bocuusc its originttor designod it in bound volume, rather than in
insortablo, loosg=lut.f forms Such un index hes rot permitted recording in chrono-
logical ordor the cntrics showing dovolution of titlo to lande It has boen ncces-—
gory to mcke thosc entriocs in on unconnceted, hophazard manacr wherever space coul
be found throughout tho 18 bound volumos comprising tho indcx. Establishing & com:
pleto chain of titlc has boen difficult under thesc circumstincosSe

Chencory clerk Bustus E. Hudson of Forrcat County sponsored an indexing pro=
joct on bohalf of the county with the result thot work has boon started which will
mke available an officiocnt, workablo, loose=lonf soctional indoxe The county is
contributing matorinls, supplics, work space, and typowriters. Ton WPA workers

cd by on cxpericncod cbatractor =nd under the tocimicel supervision of the Hie
tericsl Records Survey, are making « thorough rochock of all 1and records. Using
thoir findings and tho oxisting index thoy will transcribo bricfly and accuratoly
on loosu=loaf, printed forms, overy fuet rol ting to the dewolution of title to 1o
in Forrust County. By the adaptaticn of loosg~lcaf forms tho index can be kept iu
Jofinitoly in perfoct chronologic:l orders

3. HOUSING, CARE, AND ACCESSIBILITY OF RECORDS

The Forrcst County courthouse is situated in Hottiosburg on Mzin Stroete In

the basoment is the offics of the health departmont os well os the county court
room and its anto-rooms. On the first floor ars the two offices and the veult of
tho chancery clork, and the offices of tho bourd of suporvisors, tax 0L.8SESS0T, th
suporintondent of cducatiun, the circuit clork, and the sheriff and tax collcctor.
On the sceond floor arc the officus of tho county attornoy, and tho joint officc
of the ccunty agont wnd tho homo domonstrition g6 A court room uscd by both
tho ch..ncory court and tho circuit courts jury rooms, witnecss rooms, and ¢ hall
tako up tho cemainder of the second floore

Tho builling, of brick and stonoc=trim construction and two stories in height
with ¢ wcised boscmom, was sroctod in 1905=6. (5ec pe 6, sEyrm,) Its outside
me-~sursments are 120x90x50 allcwing 540,000 cubic foot of Bpr.coc. It is simplo cn
unacorncs rth o tile roof ond is approximatoly 70 percent fireproof, having wocd
floors, excopt in the bascmont, plasterod vells and coilings thrioughouts The bui’
ing has not busn domaged by fires or floods. Ventilation and lighting arc unifor:
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good in all offices and the building has = modern stecm heating systeme The one firc

proof vault houses approximatoly 20 percent of the cntire guentity of recordss

The cast or main entrance opens into & hell extending the length of the build-
ing. All officos on the first floor arc entersd from this hell. The tax asscssor's
office, thu first room to the right of ths entrance, mocnsures 20x25x14 and has one
door Tx3 end six windows occh 65x2%. On the west side of the room are 50 linsar foet
of wood sholving contzining 50 lins.r foot of bound volumes. Steel cabinets having
drawsrs 18x12x27 contain 50 linear foot of unbound material. The room is not crowded
but therc is not room for cxpansion. Accommodations and cquipment for workers end pu
1ic uscrs ore adoquatc. The assessor koeps about 50 pcrcont of his rscords in his
officce The rowaining rocords, all non=-curront, arc storod in the chancery clork's
viulte

The superintondent of cducation oceupios the sscond officc to the righte. This
room is 25x25x15 and has ons door Tx3 fect and thres windows cach 6§x2;. On the
cast side are 78 lincar fect of stcol shelving contoining 78 lincsr foet of bound
volurese On the west wall, stccl cubincts containing 48 file boxos 12x4x14, hold
48 lincar feoot of unbound motoricl. The room is not crowded but therc is no room
for expansion. Accommoditicng for workers ond public users are ~dequatoes Apprexi-
motely 90 percentof tho superintondent's rocords oro kopt in this room, the rc=
moining 10 porcent being stered in chancory clerk's voulte

The circuit clerk's officc is contrally lccuted on the right side of tho cn=
trence halle.  This room moeasurcs 20x30x14 oand hes twe doors Tx3 cad five windows
cach 65%2%. On the ezst cnd south wells are 350 lincar feet of stecl shelving
containing 350 linear feet of bound volumes and 432 file boxes occh 12x4x14 con=-
taining 216 lincar feet of uabound motoriale The room is not crowded but thors is
no room for cxpansion. Accommoditicns and squipment for workors ond public uscrs
eroc adequates  Approximatoly 80 percont of the circuit clerk's rccords arc kept in
this rooms ton percont are stored in the chancery clerk's wvault; and ton percont
ere kopt in the office of the judge of tho county courte.

The office of the sheriff and tox collector is located in the northwest cor=
ner of the building cnd is o room 25x40x14 with throc doors 7x3 und eight windows
cach 63x25. On the ecast and wost walls arc 30 linecr fest of stoel sholving and
30 linear faet of wood shelving (under countor) conteining 60 linear foet of bound
volumos nnd 10 lineur feset of unbound material in 24 file boxos, 12x4x18+ The room
is badly crowded and thorac is no room for oxpension. Accommodations for workors and
public us¢rs are incdequate and 20 porcont additional space is nccdeds Tho shoeriff
and tax eclloctor koops approximrtely 40 porcent of his rocords in this roem, the
rencining 60 porcont boing stored in the chancery clerk's vault and officee

On the south side of the first floor &are the two offices and vuult of the chén=
cory clerk. Tho first floor to the 10f4 of tho entrance opens intc tho miin officc.
This room is 20x50x14 anl has four doors cach 7Xx3 caw sevan windows cach 65x2%. On
the east, weut and north walls are 1044 linear feet of stecl shelving conteaining
1044 linoar feot of bound volumes, and 28 cobinet dravers 13x16x24 and 168 file
boxes, 105x45%4 containing 175 lino.r foct of umbound mzteriale Tho room is Gx=
tromely crovucde There is ne room for oxponsion, although 25 percent additioncl
spaco and shelving arc ncedcds Accormmodations for workers and public users arc in-
adequatee. Approximatsly 65 percout of the chancory clerk's recor.s, 50 percent of
the board of supervisors records and 20 percent of the shoriff's and tax collector's
records arc in this roon. At the front of this room znd entercd from it is the sec-
ond office of thco chancory clork, & room 16x20x14 with twe doors cach 7%x3 and throe
windows, cach 63x2%. On tho north and wost wells are 62 lincar foect of shelving,




P 15.-.

Housing, Care, and Accessibility of Records (First entry, p. 24)

30 feet steel and 32 feet wood (under counter) contuining 62 linesr feet of bound
volumes and 180 steel file boxes 12x4x16 containing 90 linear feet of unbound mate-
rial. This room is crowded, and thers is no room for expansion except that addi-
tional shelving could be added on the north wall. Eguipment for workers and pub-

¥ 1ic usors is fair., Approximately ten percent of the chancery clerk's rccords are

! in this room, tho remainder being kept in thc other chuncery clork's office and

§ vault.

i To tho rear of the chancery clerk's office in the southwost corner of the first
! floor is the officc of tho board of supsrvisors, & room 20x20x14 with two doors sach
§ 7x3 and six windows cach 6%x2%. No rccords of the bozrd arc kept pormanently in this
B office. Howeover, land rolls, ass:ssment rolls, plot books, and other rocords may bo
¥ found in this offico from timc to tims as the board usss them in its work. The room
} is not crowded but therc is no spaco for cxpansion. Accommodations for workers nd

f public usors cre adsequatc.

i The choncery clerk's vault is sntercd from the office of the board, and is

B 10x15x14 with onc stecl door 63x2%4 and one window 65x23. On the oust, west, north,

§ .nd south walls arc 500 linecr fict of wood shelving containing 500 lincar feet of

¥ bound volumes aad 30 file boxes 12x4x14 containing 100 lincur feet of unbound mu-

M tcrial. Ths vault is cxtremely crowded and there is no room for cxpansion. Accom=
wodations for workers and public users ars inzdequate. Approximately 25 percent of

P tho chuncery clork's records, 10 percent of the circuit clerk's records, 10 percont

8 of tho superintendent of cducation records, 40 porcent of the sheriff and tex col=-

sctor's rocords, 50 perceant of the tax assessorn's records and 25 percent of the
§ to.rd f supervisors's records arc kept in this vault.

y ’ne offics of tho county hoalth dspartment is located on the south sids of

§ ths b.scaort floors This room messurcs 50x30x12 and has three doors cach 6x3 and

l siz windows each 5x2%1 On the north and south walls zre 60 linear foet of unbound
hor1el in 28 steol filing boxos 48x15x27. Tho room is not crowded but there is

§ no room for oxpansion. Accommodations for workers and public uscrs are adequatos

B 411 of th. rccords .f thc county houlth department arc kopt in this room.

: The county court room, with adjoining witness room, jury rocm and the office
f of the county judge occupy the remcinder of the busemont floore

. On the second floor in the sust cornor of tho building, the county cgont has

_% an office which moasur.s 25x25x14 with one door Tx3 cnd six windows cach 9x23. On
l the east and west wells, 32 steel filo boxos 48x15x%27 end three wooden cabinzsts 4
i x4x12 contain 80 lincar feet of unbound matericl. As the room is crowded and there
§ is no room for oxpansion, 25 porcont additional spzco is noeeded. acgcommodaticns for
} workers and public users crc inadeguuatce Alld records of this burcou are kopt in
§ this room.

The home domonstration cgont occupics this office also, using about onc-fourth
B of the spacce  In one stesl cabinet with 8 filc boxes 14x12x27 therc aro 96 lincar
! foot of unbound moteriale Tharc arc 16 lincar fost of bound volumes but no shel-
§ ving on which to placo thome The part of the room uscd by this burcau is crowded
# und thore is no space for exponsion. Accommod-tions for workers and public users
§ are poor, and at loust 25 percent additional spacs is nceded. All records of the
é home demonstration agent are kept in this room.
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In a room 12x16x14 in the southeast corner of the building on the second floor,

the county attorney has his office.
dows each 9x2%.

The chancery and circuit court room,
of the hall to the front, and a jury rest room ex

This room has two doors each 7x3 and four win=-

No public records are kept in this office.

witness and jury rooms on opposite sides
tending entirely across the west

¢nd of the building to the rear of the court room, occupy the greater portion of the

second floor.

AAA

alphe

ASP

4pproxe
arre

art., arts.
bmnt .

bd. of sups.
chapt.

che clerk
chrone

cir., clark
Conste

COe

cos aghe
depte

hdw.

home dem. agte

infra.
J. P.
L. M.

locs cite
Miss.
MDAH

NOey 1N0Sa
NUMEY »

offe.

9p. cit.

Pesy PPe
Poindcxter's
Cods, 1824
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Agricultural Adjustment
Administration
alphabstical (ly)
hmerican State Papers
approximately

arranged

article (s)

basement

board of supervisors
chapter

chancery clerk
chronological (ly)
circuit clerk
Constitution

county

county agent

department

handwritten

home demonstration agent
Ibidem (the same os pre=-
ceding)

below or after

Justice of the peace
Session Laws of Missis=-
sippi

the place cited
Mississippi
Mississippi Department of
Archives and History
number (s)

numerical (1y)

office or officer

work cited

page (s)

Goorge Poindexter, (comp.)

The Revised Code of Missis-
gippi In Which Are Comprig

ALl Such Acts of the Gomor
Assembly of o Public
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Natchez, Miss., Printed
By Authority. Francis
Baker, Printer, 1824.
ptd. G80esecessessscscosscsssssascsssanee  printed
568Cey S€CS. A e el et SRS e RS AR section (s)
ik e A e e A N RN I sheriff
Hiarhio avaut GG SR LSTS e W isine e s diges & siesiee United States Statutes At
Large
P 0 T R g A Sl above or before
tax assr. O R S R R e e tax assessor
tax cole. Lo R R S R PR e tax collsctor
Toulmin's
Digest, 1807 L s e Harry Toulmin, (comp.),
The Statutes of the Mis-
sissippi Territory Re=
vised by the Honorable
Harry Toulmin, One of the
United Statss Judges For
The Mississippi Territory.
Natchez, Miss., Published
by Authority, Samuel Ter=-
rel, Printer, 1807.

$ 0006009 0IOGPN000000000OPOROCBONOCROOIEOEES ‘township

twps

Turner's

Digest, 1816 SlE L L G s Ll e e Edward Turner, (comp.),
Statutes of the Missis~
sippi Territory, The
Constitution of the
United States With The .
Several Amendments There=-

Congress As Relate To The
Mississippi Toerritory.
Natchez, Miss., Published
By Authority, Pster Isler,
Printer, 1816.

tpwe L e L i s e bk typewritten
Vie

R R h TR S S8 50000 066 adeoinsasanss s s vault

vol., vols, L TR RS R e e volume (s)
HPA RaR R G L Ve Works Progress Administra=-
tion

Symbols

X used in all measurcments moans by.
== indicates that the records are current.
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Explanatory Notes

In this inventory the entries have been grouped, with one general exception, in
the order of the importance of the records to their respective offices and to related
matters. In arranging the records of the courts, this procedure was not followede
Here they are grouped so that the records show the progression of cases, suits, and
prosecutions from original filing to consummation.

Insofer as possible to determine, records have been listed under the office of
their origin.

Record entries ere cross-referenced to establish their relation and to condense
into one entry a complete series.

Wherever the contents of certein entries are duplicated or wherever similar rec-
ords ere found in other entries, cross-references are made under these same subject
headings as follows: "see entry (number of entry)".

If there are entries related in subject matter to other entries or to subject
headings, they ere cross-referenced under the entries and subject headings by the
words, "see also entries (number cf the entries)".

FExact titles of records are indiceted by cepitel letters, assigned titles by
capitals in parenthesis. Numbered or lettered lebelling of reccrds is designeted in
perenthesis in the first line following the quantity; for exzmple, 20 vols. (1-20),
or 20 vols. (A-T).

Where no reason for the crestion or for the discontinuance of records is given,
and where no cross-reference appears, the reason for such creation or discontinuance
could not be ascertained.

If no arrangement is indicated, none existse If the kind of indexing is not
shewn, nc index exists. Indexes to reccrds are not themselves indexede

Since meesurements of. reccrds are alweys given in inches, the symbol for incheés
is omitted. The dimensions cf volumes and bundles ere given in sequence of height,
width, and thickness; for file cases and all other containers, in sequence of height,
width, and depthe

Unless otherwise specified in the introductory or office essays or in the ine
dividual entries, it is to be assumed that the records are deposited in the county
courthouse.

The locetion given for the records are the locations of these reccrds at the
time the survey was made. These are, of ccurse, subject tc change, as it has been
found thet the records in the ccurthouse are moved frequently from place to places

The condition of the records is assumed t0 be good unless otherwise stated.

On maps and on plat records, the nemes of the suthor, engraver, and publ?sher,
and information on scale have been cmitted only when these data were not obtainablee
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Sargent's Code, 1799 refers to the typescript of the original manuscript
laws of the Mississippi Territory framed by Governor Winthrop Sargent and the
Territorial judges in 1799 and 1800. These laws, written by hand on hecvy pa-
per approximately 14x20 ars preserved in the Mississippi Department of Archives
ond History. In Decsmber 1937, in order that the fragile znd brittle popers
might be retired from active use the H.storiczl Records Survey preparcd type=
scripts of the laws und pliced a copy in the department for public usc.

Citations to the acts of the Legisluture of Mississippi refer to pige num-
bers of the officicl publicuations.
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I. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

The cdministrative and logislative body of Forrest County is o five-member boar
of supervisors., This particular form of governing group wos ecstablished by the Con-
stitution of 1869 (Const., 1869, art. VI, sccse 20-21). It was continued by the Cen
stitution of 1890 which is the fundamontal law of the statc at the prescnt time (Con
1890, scce 170). The county is divided into five districts or beats and the quali-
Ficd voters of cach beat clect ona member to the board overy four yaearse To be eli-
gible for mombership on the board a person must be a resident freeholder in the dis-
trict for which he ie chosen nnd he must be the owner of real estote valued ot least

.t $300. (Code, 1930, sccse 195-96,)

Eoch member of thoe board must executc @ bond with sufficient suretics in &
penalty cgual to five percent of «ll stute and county texss as shown by the assoss-
ment rolls and the levies to have bson colloctiblc in the county for the year im-
modiately proceding the commencement of his term of office (ibides scCe 197)e The
assesscd valuo of all property in Forrest County in 1935 was $11,151, 940 (Wood, comy
and cdey Ope 9_1.-13..3 Poe 212)0

The terms of tho members of the board, set ot two years in 1869 (Consb., 1869,
art. VI, soce 20), was inersasod to four yeors in 1890 (Const., 1890, scce 102).
The compensation of sach member of the voard in Forrest County is $6 for each day
whilc in session or whilc inspucting roads ond bridges or porforming any other ser=-
vice required by lew, but tho total salary for any onc year cannot cxcoed $1,600
(Lo Mes 19325 Do 492), Mcetings arc hold regularly on the first londey of cach
mouth o8 stipulatad by low (Code, 1930, sccs 201).

In this body is vested @ wide variety of oxecutive and administrative powers.
Tho constitubtion and statute law give it full jurisdiction ovor roads, ferries, and
bridges (Conste, 1890, scce 170) and over all matters of county polica (Codes 1930,
sece 214). The board is roquired to construct and meintain the courthouse and the
jail of Forrest County (ibid.); it moy insure tho county buildings (ibides sece 233),
and it mey approprizte not in exccss of $250 annually in 2id of any fire department
for protection (ibid., sec. 234).

Together with the suporintendent of education, the various school boards, the
district trustees, and the trustees of the Agricultural High School at Brooklyn, the
board orgenizes and dirocts the educational systom of the county (ibide, sccs. 6568,

6584) .

4s permitted by law, the board of suporvisors in Forrost County has established
county dopertments of cgriculturc (ibide, scce 2785 L» Me, 1932, Po 517)s home ec-
nomics (Cods, 1930, soc. 281), =nd health (ibid., sac. 4926). It moy borrow moncy
in any ono your in anticipation of taxcs up to $100,000.00 cnd levy & spocial tax
to repey tho loan (ibide, secse 251-52)e It mny call special cloctions to dacide
any issue affecting tho ontires county when petitioned to do so by 25 prcent of
the county's qualifiod cloctors; supervisc public works and perform e multitude of
other dutics ollotted to ite (Ibid., secs. 195=311),

The groater port of the busincss of this govsrning group is concerncd with
the finances of the county. It has gsnoral authority to levy taxes for county pur=
poses (;g;g,, sece 214) wnd to direct the appropriation of money thot may come into
the county treasury for objects authorized by law (ibid., sece 256) «
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The counties formed after the Missiasippi Territory wes organized in 1798
were govermad® locally by the court of general gquarter sessions of the peace and
the court of common pleas. These courts were established by Governdr Winthrop
Sargent and the Territorial judges in 1799 by the set of laws known as Sargent's
code, and until 1807 the two courts Sheredthe responsibilities of county gov-

| oroment. The laws specified that a competent number of persons in each county °
be appointed by the governor to serve as justices of each court (sargent's Code,
1799, ppe 6, 11). g

As a county administrative body the court of general quarter sessions of

the peace was empowered to divide the county into townships, appoint annually
in each township one or more constables and one or more Overseers of the poor
(ibidey DPPe 81-8%). It was assigned the important function of estimating the

| smount necessary to meet the average annual expenses of the county, and it was

| given complete jurisdiction over the building and maintensnce of all public roads
(ibide, De 84). Duties in this capacity ineluded appointing & proper number of
highway Supervisors or overseers in esch township; eppointing three disinterested

! men to view and examine the route of a proposed road; ordering a surveyor with
two other men to measure the route; and constructins and meintaining bridges (ibid.,
pp. 105-9)e. The court wes required to inquire into the stete of prisoners in

' jails and to see that the jeils were ¢lean and secure (ibids, pe 102). The county
coroner could certify his inquisitions to this court (ibides pes 41) and the sher-
iff and the jeilor made regular reports to ite

The genersl quarter sessiomswas also authorized to appoint men to adjust
| boundary disputes between individuals end men to view and decide on the height
! and efficiency of fenees (ibide., DD. 118-120). An emergency measure enacted to
| give thé governor power to establish ferries, specified that the court fix the
§ ferry retes from time to time {ibidesDe 131). A law passed September 21, 1799,
§ recognizing the increasing importence of cotton-growing in the Territory, del-
'f egeted the court to recommend suitable persons to be appointed by the governor
! =5 inspectors of cotton, cotton gins, and cotton presses (ibidey, DDe 153-55).

The governor issued all licenses to taverns, alehouscs, dramhouses and pub-
} lic houses, but it wes necessary for applicents to obtain a recommendation from
§ the court of general quarter sessions end pay the clerk of the court a fee of
| $25 before the governor would grant such licenses (ibide, DPD. 34-39).

In sdministrative matters the court of common pleas was given power to ap=
f point biemnially, with the approbetion of the governor, commissioners to ap-
} rortion taxes. Likewise it could appoint three or more commissicners, also with
f the approbestion of the governor, to assess the tsxes, using the budget estimete
l made hy the quarter sessions as the basis of the assessments (ibid., pp. 84-92).

This court was given power to borrow money to erect courthouses and jails,
pillories, stock, and whipping posts (ibid., Dpe 96-98), to issue warrants to
8 the county treasurer (ibide, ppe 108-9, 161-64), and through its prothonotary
! to certify the accounts of the commissicners {ibids = De 92)s It was authorized
! to contract for the building and keeping in repzir of large bridges (ibide, De
108).

On December 10, 1807, the Territorial General Assembly esteblished a single
county court in esch county to supersede the inferior court system set up by
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governar Sergent. By the act the governor was empowsred to appoint and commission
five persons in ¢very county s justiccs of the peaco and of the quorum to hold coun
ty court. To this court was deleguted wmany of the judicial, and all of the admini-
strntiv; functions vosted in the former courts. (Toulmin's Digest, 1807, chapt.
KXVIIT.

Tn ite administrative copacities this county court had full power and author=
ity to ostublish cnd maintain roads, bridges, znd forries, fix ferry ratcs, mark
and lay out prisca bounds, =nd make rules for prisons (ibid., ppe 1335 291-97)e

As counties were established their county courts werc dirccted by tho organi-
zotion acts to crect courthouscs and jails and kccp them in ropair (ibid.s ppe 85=
124). Similarly the courts worc cmpoworced to levy taxos, but on December 17, 1812,
an aet of the goncrcl assombly mads tho county court by gencral statutc law the tax-
levying body with power to dircct appropriation of the money which came into the
county tre.surics (ibide, pp. 411-412). The court was authorized to cleor and open
nevigable etroams by tho act of March 1, 1805 (ibide, ppe 292-307), @nd from March
4, 1803 until December 12, 1812 it wae commissioncd to ercct o public pound =t the
respective courthousos and cppoint 2 kecper (ibid.s DpPe 391-92), It licensod tav-
orns ond retailors of spiritusus liquors znd fixsd their rates and prices (ibide,
pe 397)3 it liconscd grist mills, sav mills, and cotton gins, and fixcd their ritss
(iﬁig” ppe 344-347); and it liceansocd billierd tablss, the f£:c boiag $100 (;g;g.,
pe 241)e By the act of Docembor 24, 1812 tho county court was dirccted to appoint
inspectors to superintend eloctions for members of the house of roprescntatives
(ibide, pe 257). It wus cssigned the duty of m.king roasoncble allowances to clerks;
shoriffs, oid constubles for public services in oither county court or superior
(circuit) court, not to excoed $50 yoarly for shorifis and clorks and $1 & day to
conatablos for necossary cttendancoe in suporior court (ibide, PPRe 273=274) g

The constitution zdopted in 1817, tho your Mississippi buc.ms & gstate, mude
no definite provisicn for the perpetuation of the county court other thon spcci-
fying that the legislaturc could dircet and cstablish such inforior courts as it
considorad nocessury (Comta, 1816, arte V, sece 1)s Accordingly, by the act of
Fobruary 5, 1818 (L. M., 1818, pe 58), o county court wus orgenized to consist of
o chiof justice and two wussocicto justices elected by a joint vote of both houses
of tho generul assembly and commissioned by the governor as justices of the peuce
and of the guorum wnd to sorve during good bohaviors

This court was dolegited sll tho powors of county administration given by
the lows of the Mississippi Torritory in forcs at tho time of the adoption of the
Constitution of 1817. It wae cuthorizod to loass tho lands Jonztod to Mississippi
by tho Unitcd Stutss, the sixteenth scoction in sach township, ond to provide for
tho oroction of ons or more school buildings in euch township. Leas.s were to be
mede for no longer than three yoars and the 1tnila wero to b: protected against im=-
propor waste of soil and timber (ibides pe 23).

on Novemb.r 28, 1821 thc generzl asscumbly relieved the county courd of a
portion of A8 sclice power by creating in each county a board of commissioners
composcd of one cormissioner from sach coptein's district. To this body wes ale-
lotted =11 the authority of the county court with respect to ronds, highways,
forries und bridges. Howevsr, the court appointed these commissioners znd the
chiof justice of the court served as prosident of the board. The court itself
reteined powers in taxition, licensing, cloctions, in erecting or purchasing
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public buildings, caring for the poor, auditing and allowing all accounts, and in
providing clerks® offices with supplies and equipment. (L. M., 1821, p. 37.)

The Constitution of 1832 abolished the county court by dividing its judicial
functions among & néwly}créated court of probate, a superior court of chancery,
a circuit court, and. justices of the peace; and by giving its administrotive du-
ties to & county hoard of police (Const., 1832, art. IV, secs. 1, 14-16, 18, 20,
23) j %

This board wasabpmposad of five members chosen by the qualified cloctors of
sach county to servo for two ysars. It was given full jurisdiction over rozds,
highways, ferries, and. bridges, and over all other metters of county policc. It
could ordcr county cloctions to fill vacancies which occurred in thc offices of
the countics. Tho clork af the court of probate was mude the clerk of this board.
(lk_)__jﬁl_u) art. V, SCCe 20’-.)

Tho act of March 2,“1833_Which established and dsfined ths powers and juris-
diction of tho bozrd of polige, diracted the county court in g=ch ¢ ounty teo divide
tho county into fivo distriets and the gualificd sloctors of sach district to ncme
. member 1o the board thus continuing the procedont of district, rather thon coun=
ty-wide roprosentation, a precedent which still prevails in 1938 (L. ., 1833, p.
43). The bourd of policc continued s the county wdministrative body, adquiring
more dutics md powers under its genctzl scope of cuthority, through the War Be-
twoen the Statss until 1869: At this time the constitution adopted preparatory to
the reentry of Mississippi into the Union, changed the nume to bourd of supervisors.
(Const., 1869, urt. VI, socs. 20+21) 4

Under the presont form of loc.l governient ths clork of the chancery court is
clerk of ths bourd of supcrvisors (ibid.; Congliy 18905 scce 170). From 1799 until
1832 the cleork of the county court wis ipgo fochy clerk of the county governing body.
From 1832 until 1869 the clerk of the court of prob.te wis clerk of the board of po=
lice (Const., 1832, crt. IV, sec. 20). Since Foffaat County wis not estublished un=
g L b 1908, only its clerks of the chancery cotirt hatte served as clerks of the bourdd

The clork must attond all mectings of tho board (fode; 1930, secd 198) and
it is his dity to keep and proserve thd fecords of tho proceedings and the crders
of the boird (ibid., scc. 211)4 A4s 81etk of tho bowtd He is ¢ x-pfficio county cu«
ditor (ibid., sec. 295) and in offdct, i8 county treasuret (ggig., g§6CSe 254554
4546=4T; L. M., 1932, p. 514; sce Tredsufer ind Auditor, ps 78, infras)

As chancery clerk he receives copics of the nssessment roll forms from the
stato board of public controcts and as clerk of the board dolivers one capy %o
the tax asssssor and keeps the other copics (Code, 1930, saoc. 3134)s Ho is re=
quired to emter in tho rolls all changes in csssssments made by the board (ibides
soc. 3174). Aftor the board completes the assessment roll the clerk makes copics
of it, delivering one to the statc tax commission und the other to the tax col=
lcctor, =nd filing the original as o public record (ibid., scce 3181).

Tho clork cortifics the tax levy of Forrest County to the stctc cuditor of
public accounts, the tax collector of ths county, to the stots lond commissioner,
cnd to the gtate tax commission (ibid,, sec. 3228).

The board of supervisors may procure or have made a complete abstract of titloe
to lands in tho county (ibid., sec. 226). It is required to srovide tho chancery
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clerk with a sectional index to all land conveyances and other instruments con=-
cerning the title to land in the county (ibid., sec. 227). In Forrest County
both of these records have been obtained by the board. The sectional index is
being revised and made more usable and efficiente. (See Governmental Organization
and Records System, p. 13, sugra.) The board must furnish the clerk of the board
with account books (ibid., sec. 3972), supply printed warrants, and provide a
book for the registration of warrents {(ibid., secs. 261-62). In all respects,
during the 30 years that Forrest County had been in existence, the record, work

of the board has been above the average.

Unless otherwise specified, all records of the board of supervisors are kept
in the offices or vault of the chancery clerk, who a&s clerk of the board, is cus-
todian of the records.

Proceedings

1. TRANSCRIBED MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF PERRY COUNIY, 1892-
1907. 4 vols. (1-4).

Transcribed record of the proceedings of regular and special meetings of the board
of supervisors of Perry County from the time the Second Judicial District of Perry
County was established until Forrest County wes organized from the District, show=-
ing nemes of members attending each meeting, regulations, orders, resolutions, K mo-
tions, end action taeken on all metters relating to roads, bridges, improvements,
allowances, budgets, claims, schools, sixteenth section loans, maintenance of court-
house, jail, and county offices, reports of county officers and departments, tex
cqualization, &nd reports of specisl committees eppointed by the boards The tran-
script is certified to by the chancery clerk of Perry gounty. Arr. chron, by date
of meeting. Indexed 2lph. by subject or name of items Typed. 580 ppe 12 x 12% o AT S

2, MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, 1908--, 16 vols, (1-16).
Record of the proceedings of regular and special meetings of the board of supervis=-
ors of Forrest County, showing names of members attending esch meeting, regulations,
orders, resolutions, motions, end action taken on all matters relating to roads,
bridges, improvements, allowanccs, budgets, contracts, claims, schools, sixteenth
section loans, maintenance of courthouse, jail, and county offices, reports of coun-
ty officers, departments, and depositories, tax equalizetion, and reports of spec-
ial committees appointed by the board. Arr. chron. by date of meeting. Indexed
alph. by subject or neme of items Hdw. and typeds 580 pp. 18 x 123 x 3.

3., MATTERS OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, 1918--, 17 file drswersj 10 file
boxes; 12 bundles.

Original papers of the bosrd of supervisors, including exemptions from ad valorem
tex, reports of county officers, depertments and depositories, maps, plans, spec=
ificetions, end bids for erection of buildings and constructicn of roads, conviet
cemp reports, objections to assessments, reports of fines collected by circuit
clerk, reports of justices of the peace, back tax assessments, petitions asking
boerd to call special elections, paupers' applicetions, applications for sixteenth
section loans, reports of ccllection of goscline tex, lists of cases lost by state
in justice of the peece ccurts, end courthouse and jeil matters, Contains: Road’
Petitions, 1934--, entry 4; Bids, Bonds, Contracts, and School Petitions, 1929=-=-,
entry 5; Invoices, 1929=-, entry 7; Caneelled Werrants, 1935~--, entry 13; Reports,
Forrest County Highwey Depertment, 1925--, entry 16; Road and Bridge, 1929--, entry
17. Filed chron. by dete filed with boerd. Hawe. and typed, and hdw, and typed on
ptd, form. File drewers 18 x 12 x 24; file boxes 12 x 4 x 18; bundles 4 x 3% 12
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Petitions

4, ROAD PETITIONS, 1921-33. 1 file boxe 1934-~ in Matters of the Board of
Supervisors, entry 3.
originel petitions made to board of supervisors by frecholders asking for repairs to
road and bridges cr changes in location, inecluding plens and specifications for con=-
struction and meintenance. Filed chron. by date prescented to board. No index, Hdwe
and typeds 12 x 4 x 18,

5. BIDS, BONDS, CONTRACTS, AND SCHOOL PETITIONS, 1922-28. 1 file boxe 1929w
in Metters of the Board of Superviscrs, entry 3.
Original papers of the becari of supervisors, including bids to furnish office supplies
and furniture for courthouse, rosd machinery, surety bonds, andconstruct dipping vats;
also includes original petitions made to board by freehclders asking for reduction im
tax levies and for election to vcte on bond issuesSe Filed chron. by doto presented to
boards No index. Hdwe and typed on ptde forme: 12.% 4, x:18¢

Allowances

6. REGISTER OF ALLOWANCES, 1904-26. 4 vols. (B, 1-3)
Transeript of register of allowances for general county expenses of Perry County, 1904
7, and register of allowances for general county expenses .f Forrest County, showing
to whom allowed, court suthcrizestion, volume and pege in minutes, chancery clerk's of=
fice, chencery clerk, circuit clerk's cffice, circuit clerk, board of supervisors,
sheriff's office, sheriff, tax assessor, superintendent of education, county farm,
conviets, courthouse and jail, roads and bridges, habeas corpus, jurors, witnecses,
court stenographer, tick eradication, clection expenses, miscellaneous, dste of en-
try and totals Arr. numer. by warrent noe No index. Hdw. on ptde formes 250 ppe
18'x 18 xBhe

Tor subsequent records, Ses eutry 10,

Claims

7. INVOICES, 1923%-28. 14 vols. 1929=~ in Matters of Board of Supervisors,
entry 3.
- Invoices of purchases of materials aud supplies for the county, showing from whom
purchased, date, auwunb, aescription of articles purchaseds Arr. chron. by date of
purchase. No index. Hdw. on ptde form. 500 ppe 18 x 14 x 6.

8. CLAIM DOCKET BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, 1908-=. 22 Vuls. (1-22).
Clerk's record of claims filed against the county fur services rendered, supplieés,
zaterials, ond dewsges, ghu-ing claim numoer, u=e of claimant, amount of claim, dctbe
prosented, dute service rendered, purpuse, orders, date allowed, and final disposi-
t10n1. Arr. chron. by date of presenvations No index. Hdwe. on ptde forms 325 DPDe
18 x A2 ip Biw

Warrants

9., REGISTER OF WARRANIS, 1908-26. 8 vols. (1-3, 3-7)e ‘
Register of warrznts issued in peyment of genersl county obligations, showing numoer,
payee, fund, purpose, wwount, detes registeread, issued, =nd cancelled, and remarkse
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Arre numer. by warrant.no. ‘No indexe HAwe on ptde forme 500 ppe 18 x 12 X 3.
For subsequent records, see entry 10,

10.  WARRANT REGISTER AND DISBURSEMENT REGISTER, 1927--. 7 volse (1=72e
Register of warrants, allowances, and disbursements, showing administrative, judicial
protection of persons and property, health, highwaey, charities, education, interest,
non-government cost, dete, amount, warrant number, volume and page in minutes, and
total. Arr. numer, by werrant no. No index. Hdw. on ptds forms 275 DDw 12 X XS
e :

~

For prior records, see entries 6 and 9.

11, WARRANT RECEIPTS, 1908-33., 106 volse
stubs of warrants issued against consolideted school, pension, agricultural high scho6l
and general funds, showing date, werrant number, smount, term allowed, payee, Purpose,
fund, and volume and page in minutes. Containss Pension Roll 1923-=-, entry 222. Arre
numer. by warrent noes No indexe Hdw. on ptde form. 200 ppe 18 x 12 x %.

For subsequent records, see entry 12

12 LOOSE LEAF COUNTY WARRANT REGISTER, 1934-=. 16 vols,
Duplicate copies of warrents issued in payment of general county obligetions, showing
warrant number, cleim number, volume and pege in minutes, amount, dete, payee, pur-
pose, fund receipt, date issued @nd cencelled. Arr, numer. by warrant noe No indexe
Typed on ptd. forme 300 ppe 18 x 13 x Se

For prior records, see entry lle.

13, CANCELLED WARRANTS, 1908-34, 2 trunks and 12 bundles, 1935~= in Matters
of Board of Supervisors, eutry Se
Cancelled county warrants returned to clerk for filing, showing warrant number, claim
nunrber, payee, date issued and cancelled, amount, purpose, funde ArrT. NUmETs by war-
rent noe No indexs Hdwe on ptde forme Trunks 34 x 20 x 243 bundles 6 x 4 x 124

Bonds

14¢ RECORD OF OFFICIAL BONDS, 1908-~. 2 VOlSe (dy-2¥a
Record of officisl bonds and oaths of county officers, elected or appointed, giving
names of principal and sureties, office, amount of bond, dete sworm, transcript of
oath, dste approved, term of office. Arre chrons by dete filedse Indexed alph. by
name of officers Typeds. 275 pps 18 x 12 x 24

Insurance

15, INSURANCE REGISTER, 1932==» 1 vOle
Register of insurance policies on county property, showing neme of insurance company,
name of agent, amount teken out, number and kind of policy, description of property.
insured, date, amount of premium, date of expiration. Arre chron. by date of pur-
chases No indexe Hdawe on ptds form, 100 pps 14 x 18 x 1.

Roads

16. REPORTS, FORREST COUNTY HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT, 1920-24, 1 vols 1925-~ in
Metters of Board of Supervisors, entry 3.
Record of reports of highway construction and maintenance in the county, showing




Recorder (17-18)

" road, beaty date, name, number doys workedy class of work, numb-r of miles worked,
mounty materials, supplies, kind and cost, total cost, and remarks. Arr. chron,
y dote filede No index. Hdwe on ptde form. 600 pp. 13 x 9 x 4.

17. ROAD AND BRIDGE, 1919-28. 1 file box. 1929-- in Matiers of Botrd of
® Supervisors, sntry 3.

" Original bids, plens and specifications for roads and bridges, contracts and con=-
" troctors' bonds, showing date, amount of bid, number miles of road, numbsr and lo=-
B cotion of bridges, name of contractor, terms of contract, date znd amount of bonde
B riled chron. by date submitted. No indexe Hdw. on ptd. forme 12 x 4 x 18.

Public Service Corporation Assessments

Ny
i
i &
|
3

i 18, ASSESSMENT ROLL, PUBLIC SERVICE, 1935--. 2 volse

| cortified copies of assessmont rolls of roal and parsonal property owned by public
& scrvice corporatioans in Forrest County, made out by stote railroad assessors, approv-

H o by stute tax commission, and sont to ¢lerk of the board, showing namc of corpora=
:”jticn, description ond voluction of property subject to taxation in cach municipality,
" school district, und roud distriet in the countye Arr. alphe by name of corporations

ic indexe Typed on ptde form. 100 ppe 14 x 18 x 1.

II. RECORDER

£ 8 The clerk of tho chancery court of Forrest County is the recorders The first

B clerk went into offico in Junuary 1908, with the other original officers, and the

B Jutios of the recordor havs been discharged by rsgulurly elected clerks of the chan-
B cory court since that time.

; The functions of rocorder have boon given to the clork of the chancory eourt

! by constitutional provisions ond by statutc law. However, in no instance is he ro=
f ferred to as tho rocordere It is provided that certain records shall bc kept by

8 tho clork of tho chancery court or by the chancery clerke

As recorder the clork recoives and rocords &ll desds and conveyances (Code,
1871, sce. 23023 Cods, 1880, sece 12093 Code, 1892, soc. 24543 Code, 1906, sece 27843
Le Me, 1924, chapte. 2393 Code, 1930, sece. 2146). All charters granted to private
corporations arc recorded in his office (Codec, 1871, sec. 24013 Codo, 1880, ssc.
10303 Const., 1890, sece 189; Code, 1892, sec. 8353 Code, 1906, sec. 9003 Code, 1917,
scce 40723 Codo, 1930, scce 4145)s He is roquired to koep an abstract of land titlcs.
(Cods, 1892, scc. 3013 L. Me, 1898, chupte 37; Code, 1906, soc. 3203 Qods, 1917, sace
36933 Code, 1930, scc. 226), and it is obligitory that he keep 2 soctional index to
B 011 lond conveyances (Code, 1890, ssc. 3023 Code, 1906, sece 3213 Codo, 1917, secs

8 36945 Lo Me, 1920, chupte 2553 Code, 1930, scce 228). Both of these records have

1 boon provided by the board of supervisors in Forrest County. The raecorder is fur-

! thor roquired to cntsr all conveyances on the sectional index (L. M., 1920, chapte
B 2555 Codo, 1917, scce 3694a), It is his duty to report divorce statistics to the

? stots boord of hoalth within ten days after tho adjournment of chancery court (Code,

§ 1906, scce 16713 Codss 1917, sece 14135 L. M., 1928, chept. 1,23 Code, 1930, soce

8 1426), As clerk of the chancery court he is the rocording officer for all matters

d that come within the jurisdiction of the court, including last wills and testaments
Jhich arc probated; &ll letters tostamontary, of administration, and guardianship;

T e e SRR St e
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211 accounts &llowed; all inventories, appraisements; und reports duly returned (Cods,

B 1671, sec. 991; Code, 1880, sec. 18083 Code, 1892, sec. 561; Code, 1906, sec. 510;
‘Eéégg, 1917, sece. 26 5 Code, 1930, secs. 323-328 « The recorder in Forrest County

B icops 2 register of marks and brands (Code, 1871, sec. 3033 Code, 1880, sec. 914;

B Codo, 1892, sec. 17363 Cods, 1906, sece 19133 Codc, 1917, sece 1562; Codes 1930, secs.
‘:5468-54705.

7 The recorder is required to file, certify, record, and alphabeticzlly index
W | onostoad exemption declarations (Code, 1892, sec. 19743 Cods, 1906, sec. 2150;

& Cods, 1917, scc. 18255 Code, 1930, sec. 1769). Although not roquired to do so by
= luw, the recordor in Forrest County provides 2 register in which may be recorded
Y jischurges of soldiers, sailors and marines who scrved in the World War. He must

B rccord 21l surveys made by the surveyor (Code, 1892, scce 43985 Cods, 1906, sece
B 49633 Codes 1917, ssce 77465 Code, 1930, soce 7148), and 2ll town plats (Code,
§ 1892, sec. 44025 Code, 1906, soc. 49673 Codo, 1917, sec. 77503 Code, 1930, secs
;37152). With respect to tax sales and redemptions tho chancery clerk must send re=
® dcmption notices to owners of lands sold for toxes (Code, 1892, sec. 38185 Code,
B 1905, sece 53333 Code, 1917, sece 69673 Le M.s 1922, chapt. 2413 Code, 1930, sece
1 3257)« . Also 21l rodemptions of lands sold for taxss must bo made through the chan-
| cory clork (L. M., 1920, chapt. 2313 Cods, 1930, sec. 3263).

For four yeurs, ifrom 1799 until 1803, the office of rscorder designated as
such, existod in Mississippi county government. On February 28, 1799 Territorial

| Governor Winthrop Sargemt and the Torritorial judges establishod the office and
gave to the rocordcr the following duties "....at his own proper costs cnd charg:s

B O

B (the rocorder) shzll provide parchment or good large books of royal or othsr largs

B poper, well bound, and covered; wher.in he shull record, in a fair and legible hand,
i a1l deeds and conveyances which shall be brought to him for that purpose aceording
l to the true intont and msaning of this law" (Sergent's Code, 1799, Pp. 41)

i The law sot the recorder's foes at "twenty conts per shset of onc hundred words
§ for recording mortguges, and the likc feos for recording all other deeds znd instru-

» monts in writings und for copies of zll rocords and desds, por sheet, sixteen cents"
¢ (ibid.,"p. 78).

o An esct of the Territorial Asscmbly on Moarch 4, 1803 made tho clork of the county
} court the rogistor of doesds and conveyonces (Touluzin's Digest, 1807, chuptes XXVIII,
§ sccs. 9-12, 15)e. 4t the sume time, since he was register of the orphuns® court (ibid.
;chapt. XXIV, sece 23), hc wos desigacted and admonishod to koop, pressrves, ané record
fl 211 records of the orphans® court (wills, lotters, testamentary and of wdministruation,
) cccounts, inventories) separcte and distinct from the records of the county court.
! In this manncr the clerk of the county court became the rscorder in 1803, and he con=-

B tinued as such until 1832,

: At that tims tho constitution established county courts of probuto with the
| cloctive office of clerk of probate (Const., 1832, art. IV, sccs. 18, 19). Both
§ the racording ind judiciul dutics of the clerk of the county court wers given te the
§ probate clerk (L. M., 1833, p. 505)

¥ In 1869 thc probatc courts were consolidated with the chancery court and the
a3 dutics of the clerk of ths probete court werc given to the clerk of the chancary
§ court (Const., 1869, aurt. VI, scc. 16)s No changes have boen made in this arrange-
B ment cnd at the present time all dutics of the rocorder ure discharged by ths chen=-
cory clerk,
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The term of office of the recorder is four years (Const., 1890, sec. 168). Be-
f tween 1799 and 1803 the recorder was appointed by the Governor to serve during good
B penavior (Sargont's Code, 1799, pe 41), while the clerk of the county court who ser=
! ved os recorder was appointed by the governor with the assistonce of the Territorial
} gecnoral assembly (Toulmin's Digest, 1807, chapt. XXVII, secs. 9-12). 1In 1832 thc of-
| ricc of clerk of the court of probate was made elective with a term of two years
Y (Const., 1832, art. IV, scc. 19). TWhen thc clerk of the chuncsry court was given the
8 qutics of the clsrk of the probate court (Const., 1869, arts VI, sec. 19), the torm
B of office was incroascd to four years and was confirmed by the Constitution of 1890.

o The clerk of the chancery court zs rocorder is puid in fees ranging from ten

8 conts & hundred words for recording and indexing deeds and other instruments to not
 %less than $2.50 for rscording charters of incorporations (Code, 1930, socs 1786) .

i

Iond Deeds

i
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19. %AND)DEED RECORDS, (Trznscript from Perry County)s 1862-1907. 3 volse
1"3 .
! Tronscript of recorded copiss of deeds ond doeds of trust on land and chettels on
: %proporty in ths orea of Perry County that is now Forrest County, showing names of
.:§grantcr, trustce, boneficiary, grontee, kind of instrument, date of instrument,
B 1cgal description of property, consideration and terms of agrooment, signature and
! ccknowledgasent of gramtor, clerk's fess for recording, date znd ex2ct time of
B filing, date of rocording, clerk's attestations For index, see cntry 20. Arrse
B chron. by dato of filing. Typed. 500 pp. 18 x 124 x 3.
i For subsequent records of deeds and dseds of trust on lond and chattels, sce
§ cutrics 21, 23, 27,28, 29, 30, 32.

GENERAL INDEX TO TRANSCRIBED RECORD PERRY COUNTY TO FORREST COUNTY, 1862~
# 1907+ 1 vol.
B Transeribed index to trenscript of recorded copiss of deeds and deeds of trust on
B 1:nd and chattels on property in the area of Perry Ccounty thit is now Forrest Coun-
B ty, cntry 19, showing dates filed and recorded, names of grantor, trustee, grantee,
¥ beneficiary, kind of instrument, volume ond page in record. Arr. alphe by nome of
§ grontor and grantoe, Hdw. on ptde form. 500 ppe 18 x 124 x 2%,

4 21. LAND DEED RECORD, 1908=--. 50 vols. (1-50),
B Recorded copios of docds and conveyances to lund in Forrest County, gshowing dates filc
§ ond recorded, kind of instrumsnt, nuimes of grantor and grantec, consideration and
8 terms of cgreomunt, date cf iastrument, logal cescription of lond, signature and ac=
B knowlodgsment of grintor, clerk’s fees for recording, date ond exact time of filing,
| date of rocording, clerk's cttostations Arre chron. by dote filed. For index, see
| entrigs 224,525, 26  Typods 575 ppe 18 x 12 x 3.
l For prior rocord of deods, sce cntry 19.

‘ 22. GENER:L INDEX TO RECORD OF LAND DEEDS, 1908-=. 8 volss (1-8).

f Direct cnd reverse index to record of decds, entry 21, showing namos of grantor and
} grantce, kind of instrument, dotes filed ané recorded, volume 2nd puge in land deed
fl rocords Arr, alphe by nome of grantor znd grantee. Hawe on ptd. forms 350 pp. 18
l x 125 x 24,




Reoorder'n Mortgages and Deeds
of Trust on Land

Mortegeges and Deeds of Trust on Land

! 23, RECORD OF MCRTGAGES AND DEEDS OF TRUST ON LAND, 1908==, 72 vols. (1-72).
" Recorded copies of mortgeges and deeds of trust on land, releases and cancellations,
" assignments of mortgages and deeds of trust, tax lieh record, and deeds of trust to
' pederal Land Bank, showing names of grantor, trustee, and beneficiary, date and terms
of agreement, number and amount of deed of trust or mortgage, rate of interest, date
due, legal description of property, signature and acknowledgement of grantor, Signa=
ture of trustee in making releasss and cancellations, clerk's fees for recording,
date and exact time of filing, date of recording, clerk's attestation. Contains:
Sixteenth Section Loan Record, 1908-19, entry 34; Mortgege Loan Record (Sixteenth
section), 1908-21, entry 35. Arr, chron. by date fileds For indexes see entries
24, 25, 26. Typed on ptd. form. 500 pp. 18% x 12} x 3.

For other records of mortgages and deeds of trust on land, see entries 19, 27,

24, GENERAL INDEX TO RECORD OF MORTGAGES AND DEEDS OF TRUST ON LAND, 1908=-=,
8 volS. (l"8)c

Direct and reverse index to record of mortgeges and deeds of trust on land, entry 23,
showing names of grantor and grantee, kind of instrument, dates filed and recorded,
volume and page in record, date satisfied or cancelled, by whom &and clerk's atteste-
tion. Arr. alph., by names of grantor and grantece. Hdw. on ptd. forms 400 pp. 18 x
121 x 3,

25, SECTIONAL INDEX (City Property), 1908~-., 11 vole (1-11).
Index to record of lend deeds, entry 21, and record of mortgages and deeds of trust

8 on land, entry 23, in the city of Hattiesburg, showing block number, name of survey,
i”fnames of grantor and grentee, kind of instrument, date of instrument, volume and
8 pege in records, lot number, and remerks. Arr. alph. by neme of survey and each sure

‘{vey arr. numer. by block no. Hdw. on ptd. form, 500 pp. 18 x 12 x 4.

§ 26, SECTIONAL INDEX (County Property), 1908--, 7 vols. (1-7).
I Index to record of land deeds, entry 21, and mortgeges and deeds of trust on' lend,
:;‘entry 2%, outside corporate limits of Hattiesburg, showing section, township, range,
® names of grantor and grentee, kind of instrument, date of instrument, volume and

8 pege in records, number acres of land, amount of timber, and remarks. Arr. numer.
¥ by twp., sec., and range. Hdw, on ptd. forms 500 pp. 18 x 12 x 4,

27. AMORTIZATION RECORD, 1917-26. 1 vole Discontinued as a seperete record,
b4 now kept in Record of Mortgeges end Deeds of Trust on Land, entry 23.
W Recorded copies of deeds of trust on land in fevor of Federal Land Bank of New

! Orleans, showing date recorded, nzme of grantor, trustece, end beneficiary, date

8} of instrument, considerstion, terms of &greement, legnl description of lend, sig-

} neture of acknowledgement of grentors Arr. chron. by date fileds No index. Typed
B on ptd, form, 400 pps 18 x 12 x 3e

28, TAX LIEN RECORD, 1932~33, 1 vol, Discontinued as necd for separcte rec-
il ord no longer exists. For prior end subsequent records, see entry 23.

8 Recorded copies of certificetes of assignments of tex liens, and cancellations and
releases of assignments, showing dates filed, meds, and recorded, names of assignor
end assignee, signetures of tax collector and assignor, number end amount of tex
receipt, Arr. chron. by dete filed. Indexed elph. by neme of assignors Typed.
474 pp, 18 x 12% x 2%,




- 31 ~
Recorder - Chattel Deeds and Deeds
of Trust; Sixteenth Section Records
Chattel Deeds and Deeds of Trust

29, FEDERAL CROP MORTGAGE RECORD, 193l--. 3 volss (18-20).

1 Recorded copies of mortgages on crops given as security for seed, feed, and ferti-

lizer loans, showing names of mortgagor and mortgagee, amount of mortgage, legal de-
| scription of land on which crop is located, signature and acknowledgement of mort-
| gagor, volume and page in chattel deeds of trust records Arr. chron. by date filed.

;%:Indexed alphe« by name of mortgegor. Typed on ptd. form. 575 ppe 18 x 12 x 3,

8 30, CHATTEL DEED RECORD, 1908--, 8 vols. (1-8).
I Recorded copies of deeds on personal property, showing dates filed and recorded,
. names of grantor and grentee, kind of instrument, considerstion, location and de=-
. scription of property, agreement, terms, date, signeture and acknowledgement of grane
| tor. Arr. chron. by dete fileds For index, see entry 31l. Typeds 510 pp. 18 x 12
B x 3.

For prior records, see entry 19.

; 31, GENERAL INDEX TO RECORD OF CHATTEL DEEDS, 1908--. 1 vols
Direct and reverse index to chattel deed record,entry 30, showing names of grantor

? -and grantee, kind of instrument, dates filed and recorded, volume and pege in rece,
" ord, Arr. alph. by names of grantor and grantees Hdw. on ptd. forms 510 pp. 18
N x 121 x 3,

, %2, CHATTEL DEEDS OF TRUST, 1908--. 19 vols. (1-19).
" Recorded copies of mortgeges &nd deeds of trust on personal property, showing dates

»1,filed and recorded, nemes of grantor, trustee, and beneficiary, consideration, terms

| of agreement, description of property, date signed, signeture and acknowledgement of
*.5r8nt°£‘ Arr, chron, by dete filed, For index, see entry 33. Typede 500 pp. 18 x
} 12 x 254

For prior records, sece entry 19.

33, GENERAL INDEX TO RECORD OF CHATTEL DEED OF TRUST, 1908--. 4 vols. (1-4).

' Direct end reverse index to record of chattel deeds of trust, entry 32, showing names
& of grantor, trustes, &nd grantee, kind of instrument, dates filed and recorded, volum

& {cnd page in record, date cencelled, by whom, and clerk's sttestation. Arr, alph. by

rgnames of grantor end grantec. Hdwe on ptd. form. 500 pp. 18 x 125 x 3

Sixteenth Section Records

34, SIXTEENTH SECTION RECORD, 1920-=. 1 vols 1908-1919'in Record of Mortgages
‘ and Deeds of Trust on Land, entry 23. :
ijecord of loans mede from sixteenth section school fund, showing neme of. borrower,

8 township, renge, emount of loan, dete, date of peyments, amount of each, rete of in-
f terest,: Arr. chron, by dete fileds Indexed elph, by neme of borrowers Haw. on ptde
j form.- 300 pp.’18 x 12 x 1.

35, MORTGALGE LOAN RECORD, 1922~-, 1 vol. 1908-1921 in Record of Mortgeages
and Deecds of Trust on Land, entry 23.

B Recorded copies of mortgeges given as security for loans mede from sixteenth section

| school funds, showing number end emount of loem, date peyeble, names of mortgegor,
| ortgagee, legal description of property, volume and pege in record, names of ex-
8 cminers, appreised value of property, emount of insurence on property, taxes, pay-
f ments of interest, peyments on principal, belence. Arr. alph, by name of mortgegors
§ For indexes, see entries 24-26., Typed on ptd, form. 230 ppe 19 x 12 x l%.
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Recorder - Homesteamds; Tax Sales and
Releases

36. SIXTEENTH SECTION INDEX, 1803»=. 1 vol.

Y rranscript of legal proceedings concerning sixteenth section land transfers in the
| territory now comprising Forrest County, and sectional index to record of land deeds

" on sixteenth section lands, entry 19, and loan and mortgage records, entry 23, 35,

| showing section, township, range, names of grantor and grantee, kind of instrument,
" consideration, date of instrument, dates filed and recorded, volume and page in rec-

~”ford, legal description of land, numbesr of acres, amount of timber, and remarks. Arr.

3énumar. by no. of scce, twp., and rangc. Hdw. on ptd. form. 305 ppe 183 x 12% x 3.

Homesteads

37. HOMESTEAD RECORD, 1932--. 1 vol.

iRecorded copics of homestcad declarations, showing name of declarer, legal dascrip=-
" tion of land, signature and acknowledgemcnt of declarer, dates signed, filed, and
| reoorded, and certification of filing and rscording. Arr. chron. by date filed. In=-

xfdexed alphe by name of declarer. Typede 310 ppe 18 x 12 x 2%,

Tax Sales and Releascs
(Sce also entries 23, 28)

38. NOTICE TO OWNERS OF LANDS SOID FOR TAXES, 1927--. 11 bundles.

¥ Carbon copies of notices to owners of lands to be sold for non-payment of taxes,

B shoving name of owner, legal description of land, number of acres, date of sale, to

| whom sold, and signature of chancery clerks. Apr. chrone by date sent to owner. No

indexs Typed on ptd. forme 8 x 18 x 2.

39. RECORD OF TAX LANDS SOLD TO INDIVIDUALS, 1908--. 2 vols. (1, 2).

i Record of lands sold to individuals at dolinguent tax sale, showing deed number, name

of purchascr, date sold, to whom asssssed, legal description of land, statemnt of
fees and demages, cmount duc for redsmption, date redesmsd, by whom. Arr. chron.

! No index, 1908-1931. For index, 1931~-=, ses ontry 40, Hdw. on ptde. form. 155 pp.

R17 x 15 x 2,

40, INDEX TO RECORD OF TAX SALES, 1931==. 3 vols.

! Index to record of lands sold to individuals for non-payment of taxes, entry 39,

B showing name of owner, to whom sold, date volume and page in record. Arr. alph. by
N name of owner. Typcd on ptd. forme. 100 ppe 10 x 12 x 1.

41. RELEASE FROM DELINQUENT TAX SALE, 1932--. 1 vol.

# Record of releazscs from delinguont tax sale, showing consideration, from whom re-

} coived, logel description of property, to whom assessed, date sold, name of purchas=-

i
i

3
@
i
1

b2

# Carbon copics of nctices of state lands redeemed showing of whom received, amount,

or, dote and signature of chancery clerk, statement of taxes, foes, and dameges. Arr,

| chron, No index. Hdw. on ptd. forme 150 pps 8 x 15 x 1,

42. NOTICES OF STATE LANDS REDEEMED, 1933-34. 2 file boxes.

scripticn of la:nd, scctions township, range, acres, to whom sold, year, date, sig-
nature of clerk, s totement oftaxes z2nd charges, Filed chron. Hdwe on ptd. form.
12 x 3 x 15.  Sheriff's off.




Recorder = Corporationss Discharge
Record; Maps; Miscellansous

Corporations

43. CORPORATION RECORD, 1908-=. 3 vols. (1-3).
Recorded copies of charters granted corporations engaged in business ia Forrest Coun=-
ty, showing copy of original charter and amendments, domicile of corporation, corpor-
ate title, names and addresses of incorporators, amount, par value, and class (com~
mon or preferred) of authorized capital stock, sale price per share of stock without
par value, period of existence, purposes, amount of paid-in stock, signature aand
scknowledgements of incorporators, endorsemcnt of secretary of state and gove.rnon
opinion of attorney general, cortificate of secretary of state, proof of publication,
to whom delivered for recording, dato and exact time filed, number given instrument
by clerk, fees for recording, time recorded, date returned. Apr. chron. by date filec
Indexed alphs by name of corporation. Typeds 500 ppe 18 x 124 x 3.

44, EXEMPTION RECORD, 1930-= 1 vol.

Recorded copies of approved applications for exemptioans from county ad valorem tax,
claimed by firms ond corporations as new enterprises under provisions of new enter=-
prise law of 1930, showing name of onterprise, kind of business, addrcss, date from
which exemption claimed, value of property in existence or to be built or acquired,
signature and oath of applicant, approval of board of supervisors, volume and page

in minutes, date and exact time filed, dats rsecorded, clerk's attestation, endorse=
went or rejection by attorncy goneral. Arr. chrone by dats application fileds ' In-
doxed alphe by nemc of applicant. Typeds 500 pp. 18 x 125 x 3.

Discharge Record

45, SOLDI.RS DISCHARGE RECORD, 1919--. 1 vol.
Recordod copics of dischargss of soldiers, sailors, and morines serving in World War,
showing name, personal history, war record, dite enlisted, brench of scrvice, date
discharged, dates filed and recorded. Dischargos ore recorded upon roqueste  Arre
chrons by date filods Indexed clphe by nome of veteran. Typods 610 pp. 18% x 12%
X 4o

Maps

46, . PLAT BOOK RECORD-MISCELLANEOUS PLATS, 1908--. 7 volse (1-7).
Political and communicetions meps of towns, cities cnd gubdivisions of county, show=
ing township, range and section lines, lots and blocks of surveys, subdivisions, or
additions, rivers, railways, and exact dimensiocns of highways, strcets and alleys,
with affidavit of surveyor om cach map. Arre numers by SCCey twpey and range. Autho
unknown. . Hiw. and drawn on oil mop papers - Poor conditions 35 ppe 20 x 24 x 3.

Miscellaneous

47. MEMORANDUM OF AUTOMOBILE SALES, 1930-=. 1 vol.
Record of tramsfors of ownorship of automobiles, besgun in 1930, shoving sales number,
name of purchascr, manufacturor, model, motor number, other merks, from whom purchasc
from whom purch:sed by scller, signaturc of scller, addresss affidavit, dotes filed o
rocordeds. . Arre chrons by date filede Indexed alph. by name of purchaser. Typed on
ptde form. . 400 pp. 18 x 12 x 23.




clerk of the Chancery Court (Next entry 49, ps 35)

48, RECORD OF iaRKS AND BRANDS, 1892--, 2 volse
| Record of livestock earmarks and brands, including transcript of record from the
¥ Second Judicial District of Perry County, now Forrest County, for period 1892-1907,
| showing dates filed and recorded, name of owner, description of earmark and brand,
! kind of livestock, and clerk's attestation. Arrs chrone. by date filed. Indexed
! 21ph. by name of owner. Hdw, on ptde forme. 300 pp. 16 x 10 x 2.

III. CLERK OF THE CHANCERY COURT

The identity of the clerk of the chancery court as such, has been obscured by
f the many duties and functions which have been heaped upon him through more than a

' contury of county government development. The term "chancery clerk" is applied
loosely to this functionary as thne holder of a plethora of offices and it is synon=

il ymous with recorder, auditor, troasursr, clerk of the board of supervisors, and clerk

] of the pension board of inguirye. The rocords of tho chancery clerk have been divided
in this inventory. (Scc clerk of the board, pes 233 Recorder, p. 273 Trcasurer and
Auditor, pe 78; and Pcnsion Board of Inquiry, pe. 98)

Tho first clerks of the chancery court wero tho clerks of the Territorial su-
| prome court and of the superior court of the district of Washington. By the act of
! Fobruary 10, 1807 the Generazl Assembly in ompowering those courts to act as courts
of chancery, gave the clerks of thesc courts tho duties of koeping rolls, records,
and procccdings of tho chancery court scparate from the procoedings in law in the
other courts (Toulmin's Digest, 1807, chapt. II, sacs. 43-48) .

Tho act of Docember 22, 1809 transforrcd this judicial power to the superior
courts of law and cquity which name had been given to circuit courts previously es=
tablished in cach countye. The clerks of the circuit courts werc required to trans-
for all their rccords to the clerks of tho superior courts of law and oquity (Tur-
nor's Digest, 1816, ppe 178-79, arts. 116-18, socs. I, II, VI).

On Novembor 27, 1821, using the power graatod it by tho firsh constitution of
Mississippi (Const., 1817, art. V, sccse 4, 6) the Goneral Assombly cstablished a
soparatc court of chancery for the stats and divided the state into two districts,
castorn and western (L. M., 1821, p. 105). A clork was provided for in each dis=
trict, to bs appointsd by the chancellor (Poindextor's Codo, 1823, chupte. XIIT,
socse 1y 2), and given the power to appoint doputiss, administer oaths cnd take
affidavitse

The act of Fobruzry 4, 1825 formed Monroo County into a separate chuncery dis=
trict and instructed the clerk of the castern district to turn over 2ll rocords to
the clork of the Monroe district (L. M., 1825, pe 133). This act was ropezled on
February 25, 1627 znd four chancery districts werc organizod in the state with a
clork in each uppointed by the chancellor (L. M., 1827, p- 139).

The Constitution of 1832 made provision for tho ostablishment of a superior
court of chiuncery for the state but gave the logislature power to allot the circuit
courts jurisdiction in &ll cases of divorce, in the foreclosurc of mortgages, and
in 211 cases whoerc tho velus of the thing or the smount in controversy did not ex=
ceed $500 (Const., 1832, art. IV, sccCe 16). 1In 1833 this jurisdiction was given to
tho circuit courts thus making tho clork of the circuit court clork of changary

zain (L. M., 1833, pp. 408-10).
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clerk of the Chancery Court - Case Records (49)

The office of clerk of the chancery court was made elective biennially in each
county by the act of February 25, 1848 (L. M., 1848, pp. 110-11). An amendment to
the Constitution of 1832 inserted by an act approved February 6, 1856 created & court
of chancery in each judicial district of the state to be held by the judge of the cir-
cuit court (L. M., 1856, p. 25). The clerk of the circuit court was made clerk of
the chancery court zlbid., D 28)

In 1869 the probate court was discontinued by omission from the Constitution and
its jurisdiction was given to the chancery court (Const., 1869, art. VI, 5eCe 16}
separate offices of clerk of the circuit court and clerk of th uhe chancery court were
provided for (1b1d., sec. 19)e The duties formerly assigned to the clerk of the pro=-
bate court were given to the clerk of the chencery court (Cudc, 1871, sece 996).

The Constitution of 1890 continued the office (Const., 1890, scc. 168). . It hes
functioned in Forrest County continuously since the este blishment of the county in
1908. The clerk is elected every four years by the cualified elsctors of the county
in the generel elections (1b1a.) and he must make bond of not less than $3,000 or
more than $20,000 (Code, 1920, sec. 325).

The clerk's duties at present are: to attend chancery court end keep its min=-
utes; to keep all records, files, papers, end proceedings belonging to his offices
record &1l lest wills and testements which mey be probcted, 21l letters testamentery,
of administration, and of guardianship, @ll accounts allowed egcinst estetes, and all
inventories, appreisements &nd reports duly returned. He shall issue process, keep
a general docket, £n issue docket, & motion docket, & register of claims, and an ex-
ecution docket. He may conduct proceedings during vecstion and at rules during vace-
tion, his acts, judements, orders, or decrees being subject to the approvel or dis=-
approval of the chencellor. He is required to keep a register of surecties on bonds;
furnish the circuit clerk sbstracts of certain decrees, end record &ll pleadings, ex-
hibits, and proceedings of finally terminated suits in a2 final record book. He is
custodian of £l1l records of the probete court and board of police, except those re-
quired to be kept by the circuit court. Since Forrest County was established after
both were superseded (Censt., 1869, art. VI, secs. 16,20), thesc records do not ex=
ist in the countye The clerk must also subseéribe to such newspepers, not exceeding
two, as the court or chamcellor shall direct, and file end preserve them in his of=
fice. (Code, 1930, secs. 326-49.)

The clerks of the chancery court in Forrest County have kept full and complete
records since the office began to function in January 1908.

Unless otherwise designated the records are kept in either the offices or vaults
of the chancery clerk.

Case Records

49, CHANCERY CASES, PERRY COUNTY, SECOND DISTRICT, 1892-1907. 34 file boxes.
(1-34).

Trenscribed copies of originel papers filed in ceses tried in chancery court of the
Second Judicial District of Perry County, now Forrest County, concerning all matters
testementary and of administration, in equity, divorce and alimony, minors' business,
idiocy, lunacy, @nd persons of unsgound mind, showing cese number, names of perties
litigant end of solicitors, and dete filed. Arr. numer. by C&Se nOe For index, see
entry 50, Hdw. and typed on ptd. form. 12 x 4 x 18.

For subsequent originel pzpers, see entry 51e




clerk of the Chancery Court - Dockets (50=56)
and General Court Records

50, + INDEX TO CHANCERY CASES, 1892~-1907. 1 Vols
Index to chancery cases, Perry County, Second District, entry 494 showing volume and
page in dockets, case number, names of parties litigant, and file ‘box number. Hdwe
on ptd. forms 150 pp. 14 x 10 x 13.

51, CHANCERY COURT CASE FILES, 1908==, 310 file boxes.
Original papers filed in closed and pending cases in chancery court concerning all
matters testamentary and of administration, in equity, divorce and alimony, minorst
business, idiocy, lunacy, and persons of unsound mind, showing case number, names of
parties litigant and of solicitors, cause of action, and date filed. Numers filed
by case no. For index, see entry 52. Hdw. and typed on ptd. form. 12 x 4 x 18,
For prior original papers, see entry 49.

52, INDEX TO CHANCERY CASES AND ATTORNEYS RECEIPT BOOK, 1908--. 3 vols, (1-3),:
Index to chancery court case’files, entry 51, showing volume and page in dockets, i
case number, file box number, nemes of parties litigant; also attorneys' receipt book' ;
for papers and case records withdrawn, showing case number, number and list of papers,:
attorneys® receipt, date withdrawn, clerk's receipt, date returned, and remarks., Arre’
alph. by name of plaintiff and solicitor. Hdw. on ptd, form. 230 ppe 18 x 128 x 1,

For prior index to chancery cases, sge entry 50; for prior attorneys' receipt
book, see entry 59.

Dockets and General Court Records

53, GENERAL DOCKET CHANCERY COURT (Title Varies), 1908--. 9 vols. (2%9).
Record of suits, petitions, answers, demurrers, pleas, and other papers filed in
cases tried and triable in chancery court, showing case number, date filed, names of
parties litigant and of solicitors, cause of action, orders, decrees, copy of cost
bills for clerk's and witness fees, lists of property in probate cases, appraisements,
date of issuance of letters testamentary end of administration, amount of bond, date
recorded, names of sureties, and itemized lists of sheriff's fines and costs. Con=
tains: Chancery Clerk's Fees, 192l--, entry 61; Probate Docket, 1908-17, entry 66
Arr. numer. by case nos Indexed alph, by neme of pleintiff. Hdw. on ptds forms
580 pp. 18 x 13 x 3.

54, ISSUE DOCKET CHANCERY COURT, 1908==s 4 volse (1-4).
Record of cases, finel hearings, and proceedings involving insolvent estates, and
final accounts of executors, guerdians, end administrators, in which order or decree
of the court or issuance of process or notice is necessary for a final hearing tri--
able at the approaching term of court in order filed and numbered on general docket,
showing case number, date of heering, names of perties litigent and solicitors, kind
of issue, and dispositione Arr. numer. by docket noe Indexed alph, by names of
plaintiff and defendant. Hdwe on ptde. forms 320 ppe 18 x 12 x 3.

55, MOTION DOCKET CHLNCERY COURT, 1908=-=¢ ‘5 vOls, (1=5)
Record of motions, demurrers, ex-parte. petitions, exceptions, matters of administra-
tion or guardianship not directed to be placed on Issue Docket, entry 54, and matters
brought hefore clerk during vacation and at rules, showing cese number, cause of ac-
tion, names of solicitors for or agsinst motions, dates filed, kind of motion, names
of parties litigant, and disposition. Arr. numer. by cése nOs No index. Hdw, on
ptd. form. 215 pp. 18 x 12 x 2%,

56. SUBPOENA DOCKET CHANCERY COURT, 1912--. 1 vol.
Record of subpoenas issued for witnesses in chancery court heerings, showing case nulne
ber; names of parties litigent and of witnesses, for whom summoned, to whom directed,
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clerk of the Chancery Court - Proceedings; (57-61)
Fees

date issued, dates returnable and returned, attendance, mileage, amount of fees, and
remarkss Arr. chron, by date of issuance. Indexed alph. by names of plaintiff and
dofendant. Hdw. on ptde. form. 197 pp. 18 x 124 x 2 3/4.

57. LIS PENDENS RECORD, 1908--. 2 vols. (4, 23

Record of notices filed at beginning of suit in any court to enforce lien upon, righ’
to, or interest in real estate when claim is not based upon eny instrument previousl;
recorded or judgment duly enrolled, showing court of origin, names of parties litige:
description of land involved or levied upon, kind of suit or writ, brief statement ol
neture of lien, right, or interest sought to be enforced, dates of filing and record’
1is pendens notice, result of suit or levy, and remarks. Arr. chron. by date filed.
Indexed alph. by nemes of plaintiff and defendante Hgw. 2nd typed on ptd. form. 55C
DDy 18X 12% x 2.

58, FINAL RECORDS, 1908--. 8 vols. (1-8).

Record of a1l proceedings in suits involving real estete or such perts of the pro=
ceedings rsquircd to be entered by the chancellor, showing names of parties litigent,
date, case rumbcr, kind of suit, disposition; also motions, deecrces, final hearings,
fincl iudgment, proof of publication, trenscript of papers @nd exhibitsj also record
of e1l prcceedings in other suits required to be entered by decree or order of chen=-
cellor, Ar=, chron. by dete of order. Indexed a2lph. by name of defendant. Typeds
575 Phe 38 18 X Gy

59, ATTORNEYS' RECEIPT BOOK, 1892-1907. 1 vol,
Trenscribed record of papers and case records withdrewn by attorneys from chencery
“k's office in the Second Judicial District of Perry County, now Forrest County,
ng cese number, number end list of pepers, attorney's receipt, date withdrawn,
k's peccipt, dete returned, and remarks. Arr. chron., by dete of withdrewal. In-
dexed elphe by neme of ettorney. Hdw, on ptd. forms 315 pps 16 x 12 x 1%.
For subsequent record, sece entry 52

Procecdings

60. MINUTES OF CHANCERY COURT, 1908--. 16 vols. (1-16).
Record of proceedings of chancery court &t regular sessions; during vacaetion end &t
rules during vecation, showing dste and term of court, ncme of presiding chancellor,
or clerk, numbers and titles of cases considered, disposition, approvel or disappro
vel by chancellor of clerk's acts, judgments, orders, or decrees, and signature of
chancellor. Arr. chron. by dete of proccedingSe No index. Hdw. and typed. 580 pp
18 x 128 x 3.

Fees

61 CH/NCERY CLERK'S FEE BOOK, 1908-21, 4 vOlss (1-4). 1922-- in Generel
Chancery Docket, entry 53.
Record of costs in chancery court cases, showing case number, style of case, nemes
of perties litigent, itemized list of fees, dete peid, Arr, chron, by dates in-
Curfed. Indexed alphe By name of defendant. Hdaw. on ptd. form, 585 pp. 17 x 14
X 2'9‘:.




el

Cclerk of the Chencery Court - NewsSpapers;
Wills and Estates

Newspapers

62. HATTIESBURG AMERICAN, 1908-9, 1927--. 39 vols. Missing: 1910-26.
Copies of daily newspapers procured by the clerk of the chancery court 8t the direc=~
tion of the chancellor, containing publications ordered by the court. Arr. chron.by
date of publication. No index. Ptd. 27 x 18 x 2.

Wills and Estates

6%+ ‘RECORD OF WILLS, 1892-1207. 1 vol.
Transcription of recorded copies of wills and last testements filed for probate in
chancery court in the Second Judicial District of Perry County, now Forrest County,
showing dates filed and recorded, name of decedent, terms and condition. Arr. chron.
by date filede Indexed alph. by neme of decedent. Typede 250 ppe 18 x 12 x 2.
_Far subsequent record of wills, see entry 64.

64. RECORD OF TWILLS, 1908--. 2 vols. (1, 2).
Recorded copies of wills and last testaments f£iled for probate in chancery court,
showing detes filed and recorded, name of decedent, terms and conditions. Arre
chron. by date filed. Indexed alph. by nare of decedent. Typeds 250 ppe 12 x
12 migs '
For prior record of wills, sec cntry 63

65. REGISTER OF CLAIMS AGAINST ESTATES, 1908--. 2 vols. (1,298
Records of claims filed sgainst estates, showing name of decedent, nemes of claim-
ents, description and amount of claim, dete filed, end total amount. Arr. chron. by
dr§e filed. Indexed &lph. by neme of claiment. Hdw. on ptde form. 400 ppe. 16 x
11? X 2. {

66. PROBATE DOCKET, 1918--. 2 vols. 1908-17 in General Chancery Docket,
entry 53.

Record of proceedings in the probste of wills end the reguletion of the menagement
and settlement of decedents' and minors' estetes, showing file and cese numbers,
nemes of decedent and minor, aames of executor, sdministrator, guardien, solicitors,
dote letters testomentery snd of edministretion issued, emount of bond, date recorded,
nemes of sureties, appreisements, inventories, totel assets end liebilities, deate
notice to ereditors published, balances, datc annual accounts filed, volume and peage
in minutes, and remarks. Arr. numer. by file no. No index. Hdwe. on ptd. forme
385" powALS & 416 e Bk

67. PROBATE BAR DOCKET, 1923-29. 1 vol. Discontinued mecouse of duplication
with entry 66. For prior ond subsequent records, see entries 53; 66, 68,

Record of procecedings in the probeste of wills ¢nd the regulction of the menagement
and settlement of decedents' end minors' estetes, kept for convenience of ettorneys,
showing file end cese numbers, names of decedent end minor, nemes of executor, ad-
ministrstor, gusrdien, solicitors, dete letters testomentcry end of administretion
issued, amount of bond, d=te recorded, names of sureties, eppreisements, inventories,
totz] assets and liabilities, dete notice to creditors published, belances, date
amual account filed, volume end poge in minutes, and remerks. Arr. chron. by date
of proceedings. Indexed alph. by nemes of decedent, estete, minor. Hdw. on ptde
form. - 418 pp. 18 x 12% x 25




{clerk of the Circuit Court (68-69)

68. ADMINISTR}(&TOR?, EXECUTORS, AND GUARDIANS ANNUAL AND FINAL ACCOUNTS, 1908-=,
i 3 volse 1"3 .
‘Record of annual and final accountings of the administrators, executors, and guardians
" of estates of decedents and minors, showing itemized statement of receipts and dis=-
bursements, name of decedent or minor, signatures and acknowledgements of administra=
" tor, executor, or guardian, and signature of chancellor approving or disapproving ac=
countings 'Arre chrone by date filede Indexed alph. by name of decedent or minore
ITypeds 290 ppe 18 x 12 x 2,

69, CORRESPONDENCE VWITH ATTORNEY-GENERAL, 1932=-34. 1 file box.

CCopies of letters from chancory clerk to attorney-general asking for rulings and opin=
ions on legal procedure in connection with the functions of the chancery court and the
| clork's offices and original lotters from attorney-general giving rulings -.nd opinioné.

Filod chrone by date of writing. No indexe Typeds 6 x 6 x 12,

IV. CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

The office of clerk of the circuit court was cstablished in Forrest County under
the provisions of the Constitution of 1890 (Const., 1890, scce. 168)e. The clerk is
clected for a four-year term by the qualified clectors of the county (ibid.; Code, 1906;
sec. 41403 Codes 1930, scc. 6210) ond he must make bond of not less than $3,000 nor mor
than $10,00G to bc fixed by the board of supervisors, with two or more sufficiont sure=-
tics (_i_llé._d_., SGCe 478)0

The office has oxisted in Mississippi since Fgbruary 28, 1799. At that time Gov-
ornor Winthrop Sargont and the Territorial judges wrotc the act which establishoed &
court of common pleas possessed of jurisdiction similar to that of the prosent-day
' circuit court. (Sargent's Code, 1799 pe 11.) Thus, it can be said that the clerks
of the first courts of common plens were the first circuit clorkse

On January 26, 1802, an act was passed by the Genoral Assombly of the Territory
to “provide for the more convenient organization of the courts" ("Original Acts of the
Torritorial Leogislature”, Serics D, vol. 6, MDAH). By this legislation & superior cour
with & clerk to keep its records was ostablished in cach of the three districts then
organized, tho counties of Adums, Jefferson, and Washingtone

The law of Fcbruary 10, 1807 sot up circuit courts in Wilkinson, Adams, Jefferson,
and Claiborne Countics, to be presided over by the Territorial judges. A clerk, "a
b person of skill and probity™ was appointed in each to “do all things that appertain to
| the duties of @ clerk of the court". In these courts the clerks' bonds were placed in
| the amount of $7,000 and a $20 fine was oxacted in the event they did not make up and
enter a full and complote record of the final dotermination of any suit or prosecution.
(Toulmin's Digest, 1807, chapt. II, sccs. 8, 9, 49, 50.)

Two years later, the act of Decembor 22, 1809 changed the name of tho circuit

| court to "superior court of law and oquity”, bostowing on the court as the name indi=-
cotes, jurisdiction im both law and equity. Ths clerks of the circuit courte were re=-
quired to transfer all original papers, racords, and other judicicl proceedings to the
nowly organized courts in oach countys (Turncr's Digost, 1816, ppe 178-79.)

, The Gonstitution of 1817, drafted the yoar the Mississippi Territory became a

| state, created a superior court for each county and provided that tho judge appoint 2
b clerk for each court, (Const., 1817, art. V, socss 5, 11). Acts in 1818 (L. M., 1818,
§ s 7) and 1819 (L. M., 1819, p. 53; organized the courts accordingly. On June 22, 182




iclerk of the Circuit Court (Next entry 70, pe 41)
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'ithe legislature restored the name of circuit court, at the same time dividing the state
linto judicial districts with a2 judge and a clerk for each district (Lo M., 1822, p. 36)
'The clerks of the superior courts then existing, became the clerks of the circuit court
| (Poindexter's Code, 1824y chapt. 13, sec. 1), Vacancies in clerkships were filled by

| oppointment by the judge (ibid., sec. 10); the clerks were made liable to fine and im-
|prisonment for making fzlse entry or changing eny records in their keeping belonging té
‘their offices (ibide, scc. 15); they were given power to appoint deputicp (ibid.s sece
'12); and they were required to keep a list of freeholders provided by the assessor and
the collector from which petit and grand jurors were to be drewn (ibide, scc. 1020%

; The Constitution of 1832 made the office of clerk of the circuit court clective
and set its term at two years (Const., 1832, art. IV, sec. 19). 1In 1856 a constitu-

|tional amendment delegated to the judges of the circuit courts the duty of holding
chencery court (L. M., 1856, pe 25). The clerks of the circuit courts were then re-
quired to keep the records of the chancery court in addition to those of the circuit
court (ibid., pe 28). When the county courts were reestablished in 1865 (L. M., 1863,
chapt. 11, sece 1, p. 663 sece County Court, p. 54, infra.), the circuit clerks were
croated custodians of the county court records as ex-officic clerks of the county court
(ibidey SeCs 55 pe 67). Those courts were abolished in 1870, relieving the circuit

B clorks of this duty (L. M., 1870, chapte XIII).

; The legislature of 1870 charged the circuit clorks with the task of issuing marria;
| licenses and keeping all records pertaining to the issuance of the licenses (Code, 1871.
chapts 8, sece 570)e It was at this time that circuit clerks wero prohibited from prac-
ticing lew (ibid., sec. 567).

Boetween 1832 and 1869 the offices of clerk of the circuit court aund clerk of the
probate court could be held by the same porson (Code, 1857, chapte VI, arte 199). At
presents in counties in which the population does not exeeed 15,000, the offices of cha:
cory clerk and circuit clerk may be held by the same person (Code, 1930, sece 2918)
Since the population of Forrest County is morac than 15,000 (sce Historicel Sketch, pe 5.
supra.) s the county does mot come within this limitation.

The term of office was increased from two fo:.rs to four years in 1869 (Const.,_186¢
arte IV, sece 19). In providing for the office in 1890 tho constitution made no changa:
in the term, keoping it at four years (Const., 1890, soc. 168). 1In 1892 the circuit
clork was mado registrar of elections and custodian of election records (&. Mo, 1822,
chapt. 68, p. 116, sec Registrar, p. 82, infra.)

The prosont-dey duties of the circuit clerk cen be separated into three principal
|| divisionss clerical-judicial and judicial, recording und licensing, and tho functions
pertaining to rogistrtition and elections, The rocords of this combined office have bee
divided in this invontory. (See Rogistrar, ps 82, infra.)

The clsrk's clerical=judicial duties consist of attonding all scssions of the cir=
cuit court, keeping its records and issuing process from the court. He is required to
| keep the minutes of the court (Code, 1930, scce. 750), kecp & general docket, a trial
docket, & criminal docket, an appearance docket, @ subpoena docket, an execution docket
and a final record book (ibid., scc. 479-485). Ho must keep a jury fee book (ibid., sc
487); deliver to the clerk of the board of supervisors within ten days after each term
 of court a certified list of nll allowances made by the court (ibids, scce 486), and
ilfOport to the clork of the board within ton days after cach term of court a list of all
! Judgnents rendered and suits disposed of at such torm (ibid., scce 489). He is also ra
quired torsport to the clerk, within 30 days after adjournmentof overy term of court,
f ¢ list of all ponnltiss, finos, and forfoitures assessed by the court and of fincs col=-
lected (ibide, sece 618)e The circuit clork must roport to tho county auditor a list ¢
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| witness certificates payable out of the county treasury (ibid., sec. 1810).

In Forrest County the clerk of the circuit court is gx-officio the clerk of the
© county courte He is required to attend all sessions of the court and, so far as is
practicable, keep its dockets, minutes, and records in the same manner as thosc of the
circuit court are kepte. (Ibid., sece 6993 see County Court, p. 54, infrae.)

Tho clerk must procure ond keep in his officc one or more books styled "The Judg-
nont Rodl" in which he must enroll within 20 days after the adjournment of ocach term
| of circuit court and county .court all final judgments rendered at oach torm (ibide, sece
610). Final decrecs of the chancery court and final judgmonts of the justice of the
peace courts mey be enrolled im ths judgment roll if abstracts of such decrees or judg=-
nents rendored are filed with the cirouit clerk (ibid., secse 453, 2090) »

As & rocording and licensing officianl the circuit clork issucs marriage licenses
(ibide, seCS. 2362-2363), and he is roguired to koep all papers and rocords connected
with marriuge liconses and certificetes of mrriags (ibid., sec. 2368). Hec must make
regular reports to the stote registrar of vital statistics giving data concerning mars=
ringes (ibid.s socs. 4933-4941). It is proscribed that the following profossional li=-
consos to practicc shall be filed with tho circuit clork and prossrved by him: dontists'
(ibides sec. 4307), phormacists® (ibid., soc. 5863), physiciens' (ibide, sece. 5854),
octoopaths' (ibides soce 5861), ‘ombelmors' (ioid., sece. 4628), and vetorinaries' (ibid.
secse T323=7324). The clerk is also custodian of a certified jury list dolivercd to
him by the clork of the board of supervisors (ibid., soc. 2035), of tho rocords of
coroners' inguests (ibides sece 648), of dockots of justice of the peaco courts aftor
justices have gone out of office (12;2., 86c. 2109), and of a list of persons liable
for military duty, proparcd by the asscssor by order of tho governor (ibid., soce 5488)

A Fedoral law wpproved June 29, 1906 gave the circuit court jurisdiction in tho
naturelization of zliens (34 Stat. L., p. 898), and sincc 1918, wheon tho first appli=-
cation for citizenship papers was made in Forrest County, the clerk of the circuit
court has kept a naturalization registor.

The circuit clork is paid in fees which range from ton conts for swearing each
witness to $3 for issuing a marriage licenss, taking affidavit, and rccording the cor=
tificato of marriage. He rcceives from the county troasury not morc than $200 annual=
ly as fees in state casos in which tho state fails in prosecution. Ho may rotain as
comnission an all moncy coming into his hands by law or order of tho court, & sum
fixed by tho court not oxcoeding one-holf of onc percent of all such sums. For making
final rocords reoquirod by law, furnishing transcripts of records, or copics of papoers
on file, rocordiag instrumonts roquired by law to be recorded ond copicd, the clork
rucuives o fes of 15 cents for every hundred words. (Ibide, scc. 1788.)

Unless otherwise designated, the records of the clork of the circuit court are
kept in his officoe

Case Rocords

70. CASE RECORDS, CIVIL AND CRIMINAL (Closed), 1913-34. 3 filec boxas and 56
cnvelopcse
Original declarations, indictments, affidavits, motions, demurrors, pleas, answers,
and other Jdocuments filed im criminal and eivil cusos triocd cnd disposed of in cir=
cuit court, showing casc numbor, names of plaintiff, dofendant, and attorneys, style
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i ¢lerk of the Circuit Court = Dockets and (71-75)
4 General Court Records

of case, offense charged, date of trial, and disposition. Arr. chron. by date of
filinge No index. Numer. lists of civil cases are kept in State Docket Circuit
courts entry 74, and in General Docket, entry 77; numer. lists of criminal cases
are kept in State Docket Circuit Court, entry T4, in General Docket, entry 75, and
in State Bar Docket, entry 76. Hdw. and typed om ptd. forme File boxes, 24 x 24
x 30; onvelopes, 8 x 1 x 18, 3 file boxos, 1913=28 in courthouse basemont; 56 on=
velopes, 1929-34.

For civil cuse records, sec entry 723 for other criminal casc rocords, seo en=
try Tl.

Tl. ORIMIGAL CASES, 1920~-. 68 filc boxes. (1=68).
Original indictmonts, affidavits, motions, demurrers, pleas, cnswers, and other doc=
unments filed in criminal cases trisd and trisble in circuit court, showing case num=
ber, style of cass, name of defendant and attornoys, offensec chorgeds Numsr. filed
by case noe No indoxe Numer. lists of thesc czses arc kopt in State Docket Circuit
Court, entry T4, in Goeneral Docket, entry 75, and in Stato Bar Docket, entry 764
Hdwe and typed on ptd. forme 12 x 4 x 18.

For other criminal cusc records, see entry 70.

72. CIVIL CASES, 1920==. 116 file boxcs. {1-116).
Original declarations, answers, pless, motions, and other documents filed in civil
cases tricd and triabls in circuit court, showing casc number, stylo of caso, names
of litigonts ond attorneys, and causo of action. Numere arr. by cese nc. No indoxXe
Numer. lists of these cases are kept in State Dockct Circuit Court, ontry 74 and in
Goneral Docket, entry 5. Hdwe. 2nd typed on ptde forme - 12 x 4 x 185,

For other civil ccse records, seec entry T0.

73+ SUPREME COURT RECORD, 1908--. 6 file boxes.
Clerk's transeript of original declarations, indictments, affidevits, pleas, answers,
demurrers, motions and all other documsnts concerning criminal and civil cases ap=
pealed to supreme court from circuit ccurt, showing court of origin, case number,
style of casc, offense chargoed, names of plaintiff, dofendant, and attorneys, date
of trial and dispositiocn in court of origin, date appealed, and decision of suprome
courte No index. Typodse 12 x 12 x 24, 2 file boxes, 1908-2% in courthousc base=
ments 4 filo boxes, 1930==,

For other supreme court records, sec entry 1l5.

Dockets and General Court Records

74. STATE DOCKET CIRCUIT COURT (GENERAL DOCKET), 1908--. 9 volse (1-9)s
Rocord of crimincl end civil czses tried and triable in circuit court, showing case
number, style of case, offensc charged, names of defondant, names of parties liti-
gont, names of attornoys, cause of action, volumo und page in minutes, disposition.
Arr, numer. by case no. No index. Hdw, on ptd. forms 500 ppe 18 x 13 x-'3s

75. GENERAL DOCKET, STATE CASES, 1908-=. 3 vols. (1-3).
ocord of criminal cases tricd and trisble in circuit court, showing casc number,
offense charged, names of dofecndont and attorneys, and indictmont filod, disposi=-
tion, and volume and page in minutes. Arr. numers by cassd noe Indoxed oclphe by
meme of defendante Hdwe on ptde forme 550 ppe 18 x 13 x 3.




clerk of the Circuit Court (76-83)

i 76. STLTE BAR DOCKET, 1908--. 9 vols, (1-9).

| Record of criminel cases tried end triable in circuit court, kept for convenience of

attorneys, 'showing case number, offense cherged, neme of defendant, volume and pege

| in minutes, end court orders. Arr. numer., by esse noe Indexed alph, by name of de=-
fendante Hdw, on ptd. forme 500 pps 18 x 13 x 3,

; 77, - GENERAL DOCKET, (Civil Ceses), 1908~-. 4 volss (1-4).

' Record of civil cases tried end triable in eircuit court, showing case number, names
| of litigants end attorneys, cause of action, date declerations filed, date process
issued, enswers, pleadings, exhibits, disposition, court orders, and volume and page
in minutes, Arr. numer. by case no. Ihdexed clphe by names of plaintiff and defen-
dante Hdwe on ptde forms 500 ppe 18 x 13 x 3.

78, COURT ISSUE DOCKET, 1908--. 9 vcls, (1-9)s
Record of ceses trisble at each approaching term of court, kept for convenience of
judge in numericel order es filed and recorded in generel dockets, showing case num=-
ber, name of Aefendent, names of litigants, names of ettorneys, style of cese or of'-
fense charged, ccurt orders, end volume and page in minutes. Arr. numer. by case noe
No index. Hdwe on ptde form. 475 ppe 18 x 13 X Ba

79, COURT ISSUE DOCKET, 1923--. 3 vols. (1-3).
Record of civil and criminal cases appealed from justice of the pesce courts and from
city police court triasble at each apprceching term of circuit court, 1923-27, end at
each approeching term of county court, 1927-=, kept for convenience of judge end show-
ing casé number, neme of defendant, names of litigants, nemes of attorneys, offense
charged, style of case, volume and pzge in minutes, disposition and court orderse Arr.
chron, by dete appealeds No indexe Hdws on ptd, forme 350 ppe 18 x 12 x 2.

80, EXECUTION DOCKET (Circuit Court), 1908-=., 3 volss (1-3),
Record of executions issued by clerk showing nemes of litigants and attorneys, case
nurber, style of case, date and amount of judgment or decree, amount of costs, kind
of writ, dete issued, to whom directed, dates returneble and returned. Arre numers
by casi nos Indexed elphs by neme of defendants Hdw. on ptd. forme 250 ppe 18 x
12 X 2'5;:0

8l. SUBPOENA DOCKET (Stete Cases), 1908--, 3 volse (1-3}.
Records of subpoenes issued for witnesses in state czses, showing case number, style
of cese, nemes of Btnte's witnesses and of defendent's witnesses, dete subpoena is~
sued, to whom directed, detes returnable and returned, attendence and mileage. Arr,
numer. by cese nos No indexs Hdw. on ptd. forms 480 pp. 18 x 13 x 2 3/4,

82, SUBPOENA DOCKET (Civil Ceses), 1908=-, 3 volss (1+3).
Record of subpoenas issued for witnesses in civil ceses, showing cese number, style
of case, names of witnesses for plaintiff and for defendant, date subpoena issued,
to whom directed, dates returnable end returned, attendence, mileage, and amount of
tertificatees Arr. numer, by case nos Indexed alph, by name of plaintiff. Hdw. om
ptde formes 350 ppe 18 x 13 x 3%,

83, ATTORNEYS RECEIPT BOOK, 1930--., 1 vol, Not kept prior to 1920.
Record of papers and documents withdrewn from clerk's office by attorneys, showing
case humber; itemized list of papers, attorney's receipt, date withdrawn, clerk's re-
ceipt, date returned, and remsrkss Arr, chron, by date papers withdrawn. Indexed
elph, by neme of pleintiff, Hdws on ptds form. 484 pp. 18 x 12 x 23.
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3 Judgments; Grand Jury Records

Proceedings

84, MINUTES CIRCUIT COURT, 1908==, 14 volse (1-13, 1 unnumbered).
Record of proceedings of the circuit court in both civil and criminal sessions, giv=
ing date of each session, name of presiding judge, names of grand jurors and petit
jurors drawn for duty, number and style of cases heard, charges and instructions of
tho court, and disposition of each casee. Arre. chron., by datc of trial. Indexod alph.
by name of defendamt. Typeds 600 pps 18 x 12 x 3.

Judgments

85. JUDGMENT ROLL, 1908--. 4 vols. (1-4).
Earollmont of final judgments or decrses rendercd in &ll courts, showing casc number,
amount of judgment, names of plaintiff and dofeandant, county and court in which judge=
mont was rendereds dates rondeored and enrolled, datc and satisfaction, and remarkse.

Arr, alph. by name of dofendent. No index. Hdw. on ptd. forms 350 ppe A8 x A3 2%.

86, ABSTRACTS OF JUDGMENT, 1924--. 1 file boxe
Abstracts of judgments rendercd in cases appealed from justice of the peace courts to
circuit courts, 1924=26 and to county court, 1927--, showing case number, names of
plaintiff and defendant, dote rendored in justice of the poace court, amqunt of judg=
ment, certification of justice of the peace, dato appealed, date upheld by circuit or
county court, date enrolled in judgment roll. Filed alph. by name of dofendant. No
indexe Typed on ptde forms 12 x 4 x 18.

Grand Jury Records

87« GRAND JURY DOCKET, 1908--=. 4 volss (1-4).
Record of offenses investigated by grand jury, showing indictment number, names of de-
fondants, names of witnesses, offense charged, date, and nature of indictment. Arre
chron. by date of sessiom. No indexe Hdw. on ptde forme 450 ppe 18 x 13 % 2%,

88+ INDICTMENTS, 1925-=s 1 file boxe
Originel true bills or indictmonts returned by grand jury, showing indictment number,
name of defendant, offense charged, nature of indictment, names of witnesses, signa-
turcs of foreman and of district attornsy. Filed alph. by nume of defendant. No in=
dex, Hdwe on ptde. form. 12 x 4 x 18.

For prior rscord of indictments, see ontries 89, 90

89. SECRET RECORD OF INDICTHENTS, 1892-1907. 2 vols. {1y 1205
Trenscript of record of indictments returned by grand jury in Sccond Judicizl Dis=
trict of Perry County, now Forrest County, showing indictment numbor, name of defen=-
dant, offense charged, naturc of indictment, names of witnesses, signatures of fore-
min of grand jury and of district attcrney. This record is nct open to public inspec-
tion. Arr. chrone by date of sossion. Indoxed alph. by name of dofendant. 410 pp.
18 x 12 x 2%.

For subscquent and additional rccords of indictments, see ontrics 88, 90.

90. SECRET RECORD OF INDICTMENTS, 1908~=+ 8 vols. (1-8) .
Record of indictments returned by grend jury, showing indictment number, name of de=-
fendant, offense charged, naturs of indictmont, names of witnesscs, signaturcs of forc
man of grand jury anl of district attorncye. This record is not open to public inspuc-
tion. Arr.c hrone by date of session. Indexed alph. by name of defendant. 410 pp.
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Naturalizetion; Protests; Fees

18 ¥ 122 258
For prior and additional records of indictments, see entries 88, 89.

Juvenile Recorés

91, JUVENILE DOCKET, 1920--. 1 vol., Not kept prior to 1920.
Record of juvenile ceses tried in circuit court, showing neme of petitioner, date
petition filed, name of defendant, case number, dete summons issued, to whom directed,
dates returnable and returned, and disposition of eesch case. Arr., numer. by case no.
Indexed alphe by name of defendant, Hdwe on ptde form. 300 pp. 16 x 8 x 1.

92. MINUTES JUVENILE COURT, 1920--. DNot kert prior to 1920.
Record of proceedings in cases of juvenile delinquency tried in circuit court, show-
ing date of trial, name of presiding judge, name of petitioner, name of defendant,
disposition of each case, and court orders. Arr. chron. by date of trial. Indexed
alph. by name of defendent. Hdw. on ptde forms 300 ppe 16 x 8 x la

Neturalizetion

9%, MILITARY PETITIONS (Naturzlizetion Records), 1918--. 4 vols. (1-4).
Petitions for neturalization mede principelly by United Stetes soldiers of foreign
birth stetioned at Camp Shelby in Forrest County during the Vorld War, giving neme,
residence, occupation, nativity, dste of entry into United Stctes, date of declsra-
tion of intention, whether merried or single, children, if any, renuncistion of al-
legiance to netive country, and length of residence in the United States. Sworn to
and subscribed bafore the clerk of the court with affidevit of witnesses swearing to
the truth of the petition., Appended is the osth of allegiance to the United States
and the court order admitting petiticner to citizenship. Arr. chron. by dete of
filinge Indexed alph. by name of petitioner. Hdw. on ptd. form. 250 ppe 18 x 12 x
5'

Protests

94. PROTEST RECORD, 1895-1900, 1 vole
Record of protests on unpaid notes, checks, and drafts, showing copy of check, note,
or dreft, certificetion of non-peyment, endorsements, oath of protesting officer,
copy of protest, and amount of fecs. . Arre chron. by dcte filede Indexed alph. by
meker of instrument. Hdw. on ptd. form. 292 ppe 14 x 9 X l%.

Fees

95. FEE BOOK-CRIMINAL, 1¢08--. 10 volss
Record of fees in eriminal coses tried in circuit court, showing caese numbef, name of
defendant, itemized list of fees of esch ccunty officer concerncd with case, nemes of
witnesses and emounts due esche <Arr. numer. by case nos Indexed alph, by name of
defendant, Hdwe on ptde form. 500 pp. 18 x 12 x Se

96. - FEE BOOK-CIVIL, 1808--, 9 vOlse
Record of fees and costs in civil cases tried in circuit court, showing case number, ’
nomes of litigants, itemized list of fees of ce&ch county officer concerned with case,
nd amount due etch. Arr. numer. Dy case nos

Printer's fees, nemes of witnesses a
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Bonds; Marriage Records

1908~26 indexed alph. by neme of plaintiff; for separste index 1927--, see entry
97. Hdwe. on ptd. forms 500 pp. 18 x 12 x 3.

97. GENERAL INDEX TC RECORD OF CIRCUIT COURT COST BILLIS, 1927--, "1 vole.
Index to record of fees and costs in civil cases tried in circuit court, entry 96,
showing names of plaintiffs and defendants, and volume and page in record. Arr,
alph. by name of plaintiff. Hdw. on ptd. form. 450 pp. 16 x 12 x 2%,

98, WITNESS FEES, CRIMINAL, CIRCUIT COURT AND COUNTY COURT, 1929==. 1 vol.
Record of witness fees in cases tried in circuit and county courts, showing number,
and style of case, name of witness, certificate number, attendance, mileage, and
amount duee Numer. arr. by case no. Indexed alphe by names of plaintiff and de-
fendant. -Hdwe on ptd. forms 480 ppe 18 x 15 x 3.

Certificates

99. JURORS CERTIFICATES, 1908--. 25 volse
Stubs of certificates issued jurors to obtain warrants in payment of services, show=
ing name of juror, certificate number, case number, date, attendance, mileage, &and
amount due.  Arr. numere by certificate no. No indexe. Hdwe on ptd. form. 175 ppe.
18 x 15 x 13,

Bonds

100, - APPEAL BONDS, 1930==-. 1 file boxe
Original bonds filed as security for costs in cases appealed from county court,
showing number and style of case, name of appellant, amount of bond, date, names
of suretieses. Filed chron. by dete appealeds No indexs Typed on ptde form. 12
x 4 x 18,

101.. APPEARANCE BONDS, 1936--. 1 file boxe
Original bonds filed as security for eppeerance in ceses to be tried in circuit
court, showing style and case number, names of principal and sureties, amount of
bond, date,. offense charged, date of appearance, and signature of sheriff. Filed
chron. by date madee No index. Hdw. on ptde forms 12 x 4 x 18, She's offe

102.,. RECORD OF BONDS FORFEITED, 1936=~. 1 vols
Record of bonds forfeited, showing nemes of principals and sureties, style and case
number,. name of attorney for defendent, court of trial, dete of meking bond, date
of issuing process. Arr. chrons by date of filing. No indexe Hdws on ptd. forme
200 ppe 18 o1 S el gl

Marriage Records

103, NOTICES OF APPLICATIONS FOR MARRIAGE LICENSES, 1930--. 1 vole
Record of notices mailed by circuit clerk to parents, guardians, or next of kim
of minors meking application for merrisge licenses, showing nemes of parents,
guardions, or next of kim, nemes, addresses, rece, and ages of applicants, date
and signature of clerke Arre chron, by dete maileds No index. Hdwe on ptd. forme
225 ppe 10 x 10 x le
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‘ 104. MARRIAGE RECORD, 1908-~: 20 vols. (1-20),

Record of marriage licenses issued, showing spplication and affidavits of applicants,
consent of perents, guardians, or next of kin of minor applicants, names, addresses,
gges, race of contracting parties, date license issued, signatures of appliceants and
of circuit clerk, transcript of returned certificate. Arr. chron. by date of appli-
cation. For index, see entry 105 Hdwe on ptd. form. 450 ppe. 18 x 13 x 23

105. GENERAL INDEX TO RECORD OF MARRIAGES, 1908--. 1 vol.
Tndex to Marriage Record, entry 104, showing names of applicants and volume and page
in Tecords Arr. alph. by names of male applicants and by names of female applicants.
Hdw. on ptde forme 500 ppe. 18 x 12 x 4.

106. CERTIFICATES OF MARRIAGE LICENSES RETURMED, 1920--. 6 file boxes.
Original certificates of marrisce returned to circuit clerk for filing as permanent’
record by person performing marrisge ceremony, showing nemes of contrecting parties,
county in which ceremony performed, date, signature of person officietinge Filed
chrone. by dete returned.s No index. Haw. on ptd. form. 18 x 2 x 20,

Licenses

107. TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT LICENSES-PHARMACISTS, 1908--, 1 vol,
Recorded copies of temporary and permenent licenses issued by stete board of phermacy
to applicants passing exemination, showing license number, date issued, name, age, an
address of licensee, references, educational gualifications, expiretion date, signatu
of exeamining board. Arr. chron. by dete filed for recordinge Indexed alph. by name
of licensee, Hdaw. on ptd, forms 240 pp. 16 x 9 x 1.

108. OPTOMETRY RECORD, 1920--. 1 vole
Recorded copies of licenses issued by state board of optometry to applicants passing
examinatiom, showing license number, date issued, neme, 2ge, and address of licensec
references, educetional gqualifications, expiretion date, &nd signature of examining
boerd, dates filed and recordeds Arr. chron. by dete filed for recording. Indexed
alph. by name of licensce. Hdw, on ptd. forms 168 pp. 16 X 8ix s

109. TEMPORARY AND PERVANENT LICENSES-PHYSICIANS, 1908--. 1 vols
Recorded copies of temporsry and permsnent licenses issued by state board of health
to applicants passing examinetion, showing license number, date issued, neme, &ge, ¢
eddress of licensee, references, educationel quelifications, expiretion drte, date
filed end recorded, signature of examining boards Arr. chron. by date filed for re-
cording, Indexed alph, by neme of licensee. HAw. on ptd. forme 225 pps 12 x 18 x

110. TEMPORARY 4#ND PERMANENT LICENSES-DENTISTS, 1910--. 1 vole
Recorded copies of temporary end permanent 1icenses,issued by state board of dental
exeminers to epplicsnts pessing exeminetion, showing license number, dcte issued, n:
ege, and eddress of licensee, references, educationel quelificotions, expiration dat
dates filed and recorded, signature of exemining boerd. Arr. chrone by dete filed
for recording. Indexed alph. by nams of licensee. Hdwe. on ptde form, 230 pps 12 x
14 x l%;t '

111, EMB.IMERS LICEN:ES, 1918--. 1 vole
Recorded copies of licenses issued by stete board of embalming to applicants passing
examinetion, showing license number, dete issued, name, £gC, and eddress of licensee
references, educationsl qualificetions, expiration date, dates filed and recorded,
signeture of examining boerd. Arr. chron. by dste filed for recording. Incexed alr
by name of licensee. Hdw. on ptd. form. 168 pps. 14 x 12 X p
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112, VETERINARY SURGEONS LICENSES, 1914-~, 1 vol.

' pecorded copies of license issued by state board of veterinery examiners to applicant
passing exemination, showing license number, date issued, name, age, and address of
licensee, references, educational qualifications, expiretion date, signature of exami-
ning boerd, dates filed and recorded. Arr. chrons by date filed for recordinge In-
dexed alph. by name of licensees Hdw., on ptd. form. 136 pp. 12 x 14 x 1,

Ve COUNTY COURT

County court wes established in Forrest County in Januery 1927 following the enac
ment of a law in 1926 which made mendatory the organization of & county court in any
county having: & permenent population of more than 35,000; or not having such popula-
tion, an assessed valuntion of real and personal property exceeding $17,000,000; and
in either event, having & municipality of 5,000 or more inhsbitants. (L.<M., 1926,
chapt. 131s) At that time Forrest County not heving the requirements of cocunty popu-
lation or of assessed valuation, became eligible for the court through the fact that
Hettiesburg, the county seat, had 2 populetion of 13,270 (Fifteenth Census of the
United States, Population, vole III, pert 1, teble 12, p. 1281).

Forrest County is one cf the 13 counties in Mississippi heving a county court.
The jurisdiction given the court is concurrent with thet of the justice of the peace
court in both civil and criminal matters and is concurrent with jurisdiction of the
chencery and circuit courts in matters of lew and equity in which the principel of
the smount involved in the litigation does not exceed $1,000. The court was also
given exclusive jurisdiction in the following metters in which jurisdiction hed been
exercised by the justice of the peace ccurts; eminent domain, the partition of per=
sonal property, &nd in actions of unlawful entry and detainer (E. M., 1926, chepte 13!
Miss. Cede, 1930, sec. 693).

The judge of the county court is elected every four yeers at the general electio:
by the qualified electors of the ccunty (ibid., secs 697). Appeels from lower courts
can be taken to the county court (ibid., sec. 705), and eppeals from the county court
can be made to the cireuit ccurt (ibid., sec. 704).

The county ccurt is not a new institution in Mississippi ccunty governments In
reality its establishment in 1926 was a restoration, for the court was a significant
feature of Territorial and early stete development, and for five years of the unset-
tled, insecure, and tregic Reconstruction era it was an importent influence in the
cfforts made to maintain order and staebility.

On February 28, 1799, three ccunty courts, each with separate and distinct juris-
diction, were established in each of the two counties then existing in the Mississipp:
Territory, Adems and Pickering (now Jefferson). These courts were called the court
of general quarter sessions of the peace, the court of common pleas, and the court of
probate., This three-court system was set up by Territorial Governor Winthrop Sargent
and the Territorial Judges, sitting as e judicial legisleture. Governor Sargent who
hed been secretary of the Northwest Territory, was appointed by President John Adems
and given extensive powers including the appointment cf all civil officers. With the
assistance of the judges he framed, promulgeted, interpreted and executed the laws
written between February 28, 1799 and October 30, 1800 into Sargent's Code , if it
rey be called that name, Mississippi's first set of laws. (see List of Abbrevietions
Symbols, and Explanatory Notes, pe 19, sugr&.)
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When the Mississippi Territory was organized April 8, 1798 (see Governmental
Organization and Records System, sugra.), the Ordinance for the government of  the
Northwest Territory pesced May 10, 1787 (Journzls of the Continental Congress, Wesh-
ington, 1933, vol, XXXTII, p. 281-284) was made its basic law with the exception of
the clause prohibiting slavery., The Ordinance required the Territorial officisls
to frame laws adopted from those of the states already existing, but from the first
the officials fevored enacting original laws contending that no state had laws suited
to the needs of the western frontier posts. There has been much controversy as to
the sincerity of Governor Sargent, for the laws he and the judges wrote gave to them-
selves and to the officials he appointed, a multiplicity of fees, mainly ferry tolls,
tavern licenses, and court feess

The laws provided for the appointment of justices of the peace and of the quorum
in every county and the records show that the same men often held the offices of jus=
tice of the peace, of the general quarter sessions of the peace, of the court of com-
mon pleas, and of the court of probates The general quarter sessions met on the firsi
Monday in May, August, November, and Februsry, the court of common pleas on the fol-
lowing Wednesday (&1l or eny three of the justices of each court constituting a quo-
rum), and the court of probste on the succeeding Seturday. Appeal from these courts
could be made to the supreme court of the Territory composed of the Territeorial judger
appointed by the Presidente. Each and every justice of the inferior courts could hold
hearings out of sessions and it wss incumbent upon @1l of them to agsist in quelling
riots, routs, and unlawful assemblies. (Sargent's Code, 1799, DRe 6=13. )

The county courts were established to meet the exigencies of a period charae-
terized by persistent litigation, offenses ageinst property, non-payment of debts,
and the committing of petty misdemeanors. The heterogeneous populetion of the Ter-
ritory was concentrated in and around Netchez, & typical Mississippi River town whick
had grown up under the successive dominations of France, Great Britain, and Spain.
Thet Governor Sargent and the judges acted from necessity in assuming comprehensive
powers for themselves and for the courts may have been unavoidable under the exis-
ting circumstances, but an influential faction of the people denounced his luaws to
Congress as voracious and disgraceful. (Carter, Ope Cite, DPDs 78-86, )

The court of general quarter sessions of the peace as organiged in 1799, was
given, in addition to its judicial functions, powers of county administration and
of equitye.

As a court of cyer and terminer it was assigned cognizances in petit crimes and
misdemeanors in which the punishment wes fine only, not to exceed $8 end costs (Sar-
gent's Code, 1799, pe 7), @nd in all crimes and misdemeanors wherein the punishment
did not extend to life, limb, imprisonment for more than one year or the forfeiture
of goods and chettels or land end tenements to the Territorial government (ibid., pe
8). Larceny cases in which the velue of the articles stolen was more than %5 were
triable before this court (ibid., pe. 19)e If the amount were under $3, any justice
of the peace had jurisdiction, but the trial could be held before the quarter ses-
sions if the offender so requested it and could furnish acceptable bond (ibidey pPw
20)« The court could direct writs or precepts and is:zue forth subpoenes and other
warrants into other counties summoning or bringing witnesses into court to give evi-
dence, and it cculd fine for refusal or feilure to serve on a jury or an inqueste
By the law written October 20, 1800, the justices of the general quarter sessions
were directed to summon freeholders to serve as jurors during sessions of the su=-
preme court (ibids, pe 169)e The court was also authorized to grent original attach~
ments against the estetes of fleeing debtors,
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The leaw of April 12, 1799 madc it mandatory when a prisoner or prisoners for
debt escaped from an insecurely kept jail, that the court of common pleas pay the
' sum or sums for which the prisoner or prisoners stood committed and assess the amount
sgainst the county as taxess 1In this connection the gencral quarter sessions was
given power to0 appoint an agent or attcrney to appear in behalf of, and defend the
county in the event the court of common pleas did not pay the loss or losses and the
complainant sued to recover (ibid., pp. 99-104),

As a county administrative body the court of general quarter sessions was em-
powered to divide the county into townships, and appoint annually in each township
one or more constables and one or more overseers of the poor (ibid., pp. 81-83), It
was assigned the important function of estimating the amount neceseary to meet the
average annual expenses of the county, and it was given complete jurisdiction over
he building and meintenance of all public roads (ibid., p. 84), Duties in this ca-
vacity included appointing a proper number of highway supervisors or overseers in
gach township; appointing three disinterested men to view and examine the route of
e proposed road; ordering & surveyor with two other men to measure the route; and
constructing and maintaining bridges (EREQ'» ppe. 105-109), The court was required
t0 inquire into the state of prisoners in jeils and see that the jails were clean
and secure (ibid., p. 102)s The county coromer could certify his inquisitions to
this court (ibid., pe 41), and the sheriff and the jailer made regulsar reports to it.

The law of April 15, 1799 authorized the general quarter sescions t0 appoint
nen to adjust boundary disputes between individuals, and men t0 view and decide on
the height and efficiency of fences ({ibid., pp., 118-120). On May 25, 1799 en emer-
gency measure in giving the governor power to establish ferries specified theat the
court fix the ferry rates from time to time (ibid., pe. 131)s The law of gSeptember
21, 1799, recognizing the inereasing importance of cotton-growing in the Territory,
delegated the court to recommend suiteble persons to be appointed by the governor as
inspectors of cotton, cotton gins, and cotton presses (ibid., ppe 153-155).

The governor igsued all licenses to taverns, alehouses, dramshops, and public
houses but it was necessary for epplicants to obtain a recommendation from the court
of general quarter sessions and pay the cletk of the court a fee of #25 (ibid., pp.
| %4-39), before the governor would grant such licenses.

As equitable functions the quarter sessions could bind out minor children of
the poor, males until they were 21 yecars of age, end females until they were 18, and
the court could hear and detcrmine all complaints of these minors bound out (ibid.,
npe 146-147),

The court of common pleas, judicial and administretive rival of the quarter
cssions of the peace, was the superior court of law with general originel civil
Jurisdietion, the cognizence of high crimes being given to the supreme court.

As & court of judicature it was directed to "hold pleas of assize, scire facias,
repleving, and hear and determine all manner of pleas, actions, suits, and causes of
1vil nature, real, personal, and mixed" (ibid., pe 11)s Its jurisdiction in ac-
for debts extended to cases in which the amount involved was more than $20.
1 the provisions of an act entitled "a law for the easy and speedy recovery of
L1 debts™ (ibid., ppe 121-128) eny justice of the court of common pleas (or any
| Justice of the-§ZEbu) could swmarily render judgment in cases not exceeding %20,
and imprison debtors if the judgment were not paids When the emount was $8 end less,
j there was no appeal, The court as & whole, end the judges individuelly, had power
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4o imprison for a debt and grant writs of attachment. It could fine not in excess
of $50, any person appointed to the office of constable who refused to accept the
office or fulfill its duties (ibide, p. 156). The court waes authorized tc try cases
of viclation of the law relative to the inspection of cottcn, cotton gins, and cot-
ton presses (1b1é., pe 154). On September 21, 1799, single justices were assigned
the duty of hcarlng suits arising from the introduction of cattle infected with con=-
tagious distemper (ibid., p. 143).

In administrative matter, the court of common pleas was given power to appoint
biennially, with the approbetion of the governor, commissioners to apportion taxes.
Likewise,it could appoint three or more commissioners, z1lsc with the approbation of
the governor, to assess the taxes, using the budget estimete made by the quarter
sessions a8 the basis of the assessment (ibid., pp. 84-92).

The court of common rleas was given the power to borrow money to erect court-
houses and jails, pillories, stocks and whipping posts (ibid., pp. 96=98), to issue
warrents to ‘the county treasurer (1b1d., pp. 108-109, 161—164), and through its pro=-
thonotary to certify the accounts of commissioners (1b1d., pe 92). It was authorized
to contract for the building end keeping in repair large bridges (ibid., p. 108).

The quarter sessions was charged with the responsibility of keeping the jail
secure but the court of common pleas was directed to pay the sum or sums for which
@& prisoner cr prisoners for debt stcod committed if the prisoner or prisoners es=-
caped, and assess the amcunt szgainst the county as taxes (1b1d., D+ 99}, It rcoudd
fine escaped prisoners nct mores than $100 or sentence them 1 to not more than 40
lashes (‘Ibld-, PDe 100~ lol)

By the law of February 28, 1799, the judge of the ccurt of probate was redquired
to call to his assistence in certein matters, two justices of the court of common
pleas (ibide, ps 24).

A judge of probate was appointed in each county, whose duty it was to take
proof of last wills and testements, grant letters testamentary and of edministratiom
and "to do and perform every matter end thing, that doth, or by law may, appertain '*
to the probate office, excepting the rendering of definite sentence end final de=
crees", ‘This judge held four sessions each year and such special scSsions as he
deemed expedient, but in all cases in which it was necessary that he render a defini-
tive sentence or a final decree and upon a contested point it was mandatory that
two justices of the court of common pleas sit with him as the court of probeste in
making decisions in these metters. (Ibide, pe 24.)

The law stipulated that the judge record last wills end testements and meke \
entries of pgranting letters testamentery and of administration, and that he receive,
put on file, and carefully preserve all bonds, inventories, accounts, and other doc-
uments, He was given jurisdiction in the metter of minors, idiots, and of persons
non compos mentis, £nd he could appoint guardizns for them end their children. (Ibic
DDy 25-28.) o

On December 10, 1807, the Territcrisl Generzl &ssembly esteblished a single
county court in erch county to supersede the inferior court system set up by Govers=
nor Sargent (Toulmin'!s Digest, 1807, chapt. XXVIII). By the cct the governcr was
fmpowered to appoint and commission five persons in every county as justice of the
beace and of the quorum to hold county ccurte One of the justices was made chief
justice of the orohans! court snd all of the justices, or any three of them held
county court and orphzmnst court £t designeted terms. To this cuourt were delegated
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many of the judicial, and all of the administrative znd equiteble functions vested
in the three earlier courts,.

As & court of law it was given cognizance in suits in which the principal of
the amount involved did not execeed $200 (ibidas, part V, - chapt. 1). In criminal pro-
cedure three of the justices, sitting with two justices of the peace, tried slaves
cherged with treason, felony, and other crimes and misdemeanors (Turner's Digest,
1816, D. 223), and in such cases, by 2 unenimous verdict, the court could inflict
The sentence of death. Out of sessions, single justices of the cuunty court exer-
ciced powers comparable to those of the justices ¢f the peace (see Justice of the
Pecce, ps 57, infra.)

As & court of equity the ccunty court and/or orphans' court, was allotted full
authority to teke the probete of wills and conveyances of real end other estates and
record them. Tt could issue letters testenentery and of administration and admini-<
ster the affairs of orphens (Turner's Digest, 1816, p. 131, art. 2, sece XII, DDe
432-451, arts. 1-47). Until December 19, 1815 the ccunty ccurt heard the petitions
of sleves cleiming their freedom (ibids, p. 390, ert. 33, sec. I)s The orphans!
court passed on the credentials of ordination of ministers and authorized them to
solemnize marrizge ceremonies (ibide, p. 328, art. 1, sec. I), 2nd through its regi-
ster or clerk issued marrisge licenses (ibide, p. 329, art. 4, sec. V).

In its asdministrative capacities the county court had full power and authority
to establish and maintain rozds, bridges and ferries, fix ferry rates (ibid,, ppe
291-297, erte I-II), and rerk and lay out prison bounds zand rules of prisomns (ibide,
ps 133, art. 6, secs XXIII). 4s counties were established their county courts had
been directed by the orgenization acts to erect courthouses and jails end keep them
in repsir (EEEQ., pps 85-124). Similarly, the ccurts had been empowered to levy
taxes, but on Decerber 17, 1812, an act of the general gssembly made the county court
the tax-levying body with power to direct @ppropriation of the money which ceme into
the county treasury (ibide, ppe 411-412, art. 34, sec. 1l; art. 36, sec. IV; art, 38,
sece VI)e The court was authorized to clear snd open navigable streams by the act
of Merch 1, 1805 (ibid., pp. 292-307, arts. 1-38) end from March 4, 1803 until De=-
cember 12, 1812, it was commissicned to erect a public pound et the respective court-
houses and appoint a keeper (ibid., pp. 391-392, arts. 1-6)« It licensed taverns
and retailers of spiritucus liquors, end fixed their rates and prices (EEEQ., Pe 397,
erts, 1-2, sec. I-II); it licensed grist mills, saw mills, and cotton gins and fixed
their rates (ibide, pps 344-347, artss 1-12), and it licensed billiard tables, the
fee being $100 (ibide, pe 241, art. 109, sec. VI). By the act of December 24, 1812
the county court was directed to appoint inspectors to superintend elections for
members of the heuse' of representetives (ibide, ps 257, arte 6, sece VII)s It wes
assigned the duty of making reasonable =2llowence to clerks, sheriffs, and constables
for their public services in either county court or superior (circuit) court, not
to exceed $50 yearly for sheriffs and clerks and $1.00 a2 day to constables for nec=
essary attendance in superior court (ibide, ppe 273=274, arts 12, sec. II)s

The constitution adopted in 1817, the yesr Mississippi becarie a stete, made no
definite provision for the perpetuation of the county court other than specifying
thet the legislature cculd direct and establish such inferior courts as it considere
necessery (Consts, 1817, art. V, sec. 1)

By the aet of February 5, 1818 (L. M., 1818, p. 58), & county court was estab-
lished consisting of 2 chief justice and two agsociate justices elected by a joint
vote of both houses of the general asserbly and cormissioned by the governor as jus=
tices of the peace and of the quorum to serve during good behavior and to hold court
four times annually.
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This court had jurisdiction in probate matters and in the administration of
orphans! business, control of county police, cognizance in the trial of slaves and
all powers of county administration given by the laws of Mississippi Territory at
the time of the adoptiom of the constitution of 1817, The court was authorized by
the act to lease the lands givem to Mississippi by the United States (sixteenth sec-
tion lands) and provide for the erection of one or more schools. Leases were to be
for no longer than three years and the lands were to be protected against improper
waste of soil and timber, On February 20, 1819 (L. M., 1819, p. 72), two associate
justices were added to the court. Authority was given it to recommend justices of
the peace, county surveyors, rangers, and constables to the governor for eppoint-
nent, and it was delegated exclusive original and final jurisdietion in capital
crimes committed by slaves.

The county court was relieved of its probate powers on November 28, 1821 whén
the general sssembly created 2 court of probate headed by & single justice (L. M.,
1821, pe 37). To this court were given the powsrs of the orphens!.court and the
Tecistry of deeds. By the same act & bosrd of county commissioners was created in
each county, & commissioner from each captain's district, and to this body was dele-
gated all the power of the county court with respect to rosds, highweys, ferries and
bridges. However, the court appointed these commissioners and the chief justice of
the court served as president of the bozrde

The county court still retained, in addition to its civil jurisdiction, its
powers in taxetion, licensing, electicns, and in the ercction or purchase of publie
buildingse

On June 28, 1822 by a law-entitled "An act to reduce into one, the several acts
and ports of acts concerning the establishment, jurisdiction and powers of the in-
ferior courts of law" =z county court, composed of a judpe of probete as presiding
justice and two essocizte jusfices, was created (L. M., 1822, pe 128). Original
jurisdiction in suits ranging between $20 and $5d"was given this court together with
2dministretive functions, including crecting public buildings, meking allowences for
clerks! supplies and equipment, cering for the poor, and auditing and allowing all
accountSe. For the first time the justices were not justices of the peace, the law
specifying that no justice of the county co rt could hold concurrently the office
of county treasurer, surveyor, ranger or justice of the pedce (ibid.),

The civil cognizance of the county court was termineted by the zct of January
23, 1824 by which &1l ceuses and demends of more than $20 were trensferred to the
circuit court (L. M., 1824, pe 106), Jurisdiction in the trial of slaves was re-
tained by the county court as was the power to allow the county treasurer as salary,
five percent of all monies paid in except those levied for the use of the poors

The Constitution of 1832 abolished the county court by giving its administra-
tive duties to & county board of police and dividing its judicial functions between

a newly creeted court of probate, a superior court of chancery, a circuit court, and
justices of the peace ccurts (Conste, 1832, art. IV, secs. 1, 14-16, 18, 20, 23) s

After 2 lapse of %3 yeers the county court was restored November 24, 1865 (E.
M., 1865, p. 66) in the midst of the chaotic conditions that preveiled after the
close of the War. The courts were held once & month in esch county, end specisl
courts with the same neme and powers were esteblished in the towns (called police

districts in the act) of Jackson, Corinth, Grenada, Meridian, and Okolona,
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The probate judge was made president of thig court with two associates selected
from their own number by the justices of the peace for the county., Civil jurisdic~
tion given it embraced civil suits at law and equity, including ejectments, in which
the principal of the amount in controversy did not exceed $250, providing the debts
were incurred after the passage of the acte No limit was placed on actions in re-
plevin 2nd the court was not given power to try cases of forcible entry and unlawful
detainers Criminal cognizance, concurrent with that of the c¢ircuit and chancery
courts, extended to offenses less than felonies and the court was authorized to ine-
flict the punishment of suspending convicted culprits by the thumbs not more thaih
two hours in 24 over a period of not more then ten deys. Jurisdiction in cases where
the charge wes obtaining goods, money or other property by false pretense wes limited
to $100. The court was empowered to appoint & county prosecuting attorney who was
given a fee of $5 for each prosecution. It could render finel decisions on cases
appéaled from justices' or mayors' courts. Suits 2nd prosecutions originating in
the county court could be appealed, under certzin conditions, to the circuit courte.

By the &ct of October 30, 1866 (L. M., 1866, p. 1), the probzte judge was mede
the sole judge of the county courts including those in the towns. Cases of assault,
assault and battery in which no deadly weapon was alleged to have been used, of petit
larceny under $10, and the trying of several other small offenses were given to the
justices of the peace; the office of county attorney wes made elective; and the terms
of court were set at various intervals ranging from once a month to once in six month:

The constitution of 1869 conferred the jurisdiction cf the county courts on the
circuit courts, on the chancery.courts, and on the justice of the peace courts (Const
1869, art. VI, sees. 14, 16, 23), and in 1870 (L. M., 1870, chapt. XIII), the legis=-

lature abolished the county courts.

After 1900 as Mississippi began to regain some measure of the prosperity it had
had before the War Between the Stetes and &s population centers began to increase in
size and number, it beceme evident thet the inferior court system was not entirely
adequete or satisfactory. In the more populous counties, circuit court dockets be-
came overcrowded with the usual result that ceses were postponed interminebly. This
condition preveiled especially in Forrest County where an extensive lumbering indus-
tury developed (see Historical Sketch, pe 5 sugra.)

The need for & court which could try the large volume of civil cases involving
more than $200 and less than $1,000 beceme more acute from yeer to year. By 1926,
agitation for the esteblishment of such a court became so insistent that the legis-
lature mede possible its creation in counties which could meet certain population
and property velue requirements. The court may alsc be abolished. On petition of
not less than 20 percent of the qualified electors of & county, the board of super-
visors is required to call a special election et which the voters may vote to abolishb
the court or to retain.ite (L._M., 1934, chapt. 236; ibid., 1936, chapt., 247; Gen-
eral Acts of the Reguler Legislative Scssion 1938, Advence Sheef 3, p. 5.)

The clerk of the circuit court is ex-officio clerk of the county court and is
required to keep the dockets, minutes, and records cf the county court, so far as is
practicable, in the same manner as are those of the circuit court (Code, 1930, secs
899; see =180 Clerk of the Circuit Court, pps 39-41, supra.)

Case Records

113, CRIMINAL CASES, 1927-=, 127 file boxeSe (1-127). :
Original indictments, affidavits, pless, demurrers, motions, and other documents file
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county Court - Affidavits; (114-119)
Dockets and General Court Records

in criminal ceses tried end trieble in county court, showing case number, name of
defendant, offense charged, name of defendant's attorney, date of trial and disposi-
tion of casee Arr. numer. by case no. No index. A numer. list of these cases is
kept in Issue Docket, County Court, entry 117, Hdw. end typed on ptd. form. 12 x

4 x 18, 36 file boxes, 1927-30 in off. of co. judge. 91 file boxes, 193l--,

114. CIVIL CASES, 1927--, 127 file boxes. (1-137).
Original declarations, answers, demurrers, motions and other documents filed in
civil cases tried and trizble in county court, showing case number, names of liti-
g:nts, style of case, names of attorneys, date of trial and disposition of cases
Ar, numer, by case nos No indexe A numer. list of these ceses is kept in Issue
Docket, County Court, entry 117. Hdéw. and typed. on ptde forme 12 x 4 x 184 36
file boxes, 1927-29 in offe of co. judge. 101 file boxes, 1930--,

115. SUPREME COURT RECORDS, 1931--. 1 file boxe
Clerk's transcript of original declarastions, indictments, affidavits, pleas, answers,
derurrers, exceptions, motions, bills of particulers, and a2ll other documents con=~
cerning eriminel and civil cases appeazled from county court to circuit court and
froem circuit court to supreme court, showing court of origin, case number, style of
case or offense cherged, names of defendant or litigints, names of attorneys, date
of trial, disposition of case in court, date of dismissal of case in circéuit courty
dete of appeal, dete of appeal to supreme court, and decision of supreme court.
Filed chron. by date appeeled to supreme courte No index. Typed. 18 x 12 x 24,
For additional supreme court records, see entry 73.

Affidavits

116. CRUNTY COURT AFFIDAVITS, 1929--, 1 file box.
Original affidavits of information filed in county court by county prosecuting at=
torney, showing cese number, name of accused, offense charged, date filed, and oath
of county prosecuting attorney. Filed alph, by name of accuseds No index. Hdw. on
ptd. forme 12 o0 .4 xs18s

Dockets end General Court Records

117. ISSUE DOCKET, COUNTY COURT, 1927-~, 1 vol.
Record of civil and criminel ceses tried and triable in county court, showing case
number, nanes of defendant or litigents, nemes of attorneys, offense cherged or styl
of case, volume @nd page in Minutes of Ccunty Court, entry 122, Arr. numer. by case
no. No index. Hdwe on ptd. forme 478 pps 18 x 12 x 2%.

118. GENERAL EQUITY DOCKET, COUNTY COURT, 1927--. 1 voOl.
Record of proceedings of cases in equity tried and trirble in county court, showing
style and case number, names of litigents and attorneys, court orders and decrees,
and volume and page in Minutes of County Court, entry 122, Arr. numer. by case nos
Indexed alph. by name of plaintiff. Hdw. on ptd. forms 600:pps 18.x 13 x 3,

119, SUBPOENA DOCKET, COUNTY COURT, 1927--. 1 vol.
Record -of subpoenas issued in criminal and civil cases tried and triable in county
tourt, showing style and case number, name of witness subpoenaed, for state or de-
fendant or for plaintiff or defendant, detes issued and served, officers return.




| county Court = Proceedings; (120-124)
: Judgments; Fees

jArr. chron. by date issued., Indexed alph. by name of witness., Hdw. on ptd. forms
B 478 pp. 18 x 12 x 2%.

120. (APPEALED CASES), 1927-~. In Court Issue Docket, entry 79.
Record of civil and criminal cases appealed to county court from justice of the peace
courts and from city police court, kept for convenience of judge and showing case num-
ber, name of defendant or names of litigants, names of attorneys, offense charged or
style of case, and volume and page in Minutes of County Court, entry 122, disposition
of each case, and court orders,

For additional records of appealed cases, see entry 73.

121. FINAL RECORD, 1931--. 1 vol.

Ccpies of proceedings of suits tried in county court involving or affecting the title
| to real estate and in which judgment was rendered on the merits, showing date and term
§l of court, name of presiding judge, name of litigents, copies of declerations, answers,

mtions, demurrers or exceptions, bills of particulers, exhibits, court orders, final
‘ decrees, and proof of publication. The clerk is required by law to cnter such pro-

ceedings within three months after the final determinstion of the suits, or if appeal
is teken, within three months after receiving confirmance of the judgment. Proceed-
ings of suits not involving or affecting title to real sstete are entered only on
order of the court. Arr. chrone by term of court. Indexed alph. by name of plain-

tiff. Typeds. 596 ppe 18 x 123 x 23.

For additional finel records rendered in County Court, sec entries 85, 86.

Proceedings

‘122, MINUTES OF COUNTY COURT, 1927-=. 7 vols. (1-7).

Record of proceedings of the county court in both civil end criminal metters, giving
ldete and term of court, name of presiding judge, nemes of jurors drawn for duty, num-
ber and style of cases heard and determined, charges and instructions of the court,
disposition of each case, signatures of iudge and of clerke. Arr. chron. by term of

f court, Indexed alphe by names cf plaintiff and defendant. Typede 600 ppe 18 x 13
X 3

Judgnents
(See also entries 85, 121)

. 123, (ABSTRACTS OF JUDGMENT), 1927--. In abstracts of Judgment, cntry 86.

1 Abstracts of judgments rendered in cases appeacled from justice of the peace courts
;§Ocounty court, showing case number, emames of plaintiff gnd defendant, date rendered
§ 10 justice of the peace court, amount of judgment, certification of justice of the

g peace, date appealed, date upheld by county court, dote enrolled in Judgment Rolls

Fees
124, FEE BOOK, CIVIL AND CRIMINAL COUNTY COURT, 1927--. 17 vols.

dRecord of fees and costs in eivil end criminsl ce tried in county court, showing
§ C%5e number, nemes of litigants or of defendents, itemized list of fees due eech

| County officer concerned with cese, list of costs in justice of the peace courts,




Justice of the Peace (125)

liét of printerst'fees, recapitulation, nsmes of witnesses for plaintiff and for de-
fendant. For separate index, see entry 125. Hdw., on ptd. forms 500 pp. 18 x 13
X 5}-

For additionel record of witness fees in criminal cases tried in county court,
see entry 98.

125, GENERAL INDEX TO RECORD OF COUNTY COURT COSTS BILIS, 1927--. 1 vol.
Index to Fee Book, Civil and Criminal, County C.urt, entry 124, and tc Witness Fees,
¢criminal, Circuit Court and County Court, entry 98, showing nemes of plaintiff and
defendeant and volume and page in recording. Arr. alph. by name of plaintiff. Haw,
on ptd., form. 450 pp. 16 x 12 x 2%.

VIi. JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

The office of justice of the pe&éce was established in Forrest County in 1908
under the provisions of the Constitution of 1890 and by the county orgenizetion act
of 1906 (Const., 1890, sec. 171; L. M., 1906, pp. 174-79; see also Governmental Or-
ganization and Records System, pe. 7, 53325.5 At that time the law required that two
justices of the peace be elected every four years at the general elections, from each
supervisor's district by the qualified electors of each district (Code, 1906, secs
2721)s Ten justices were chosen in the election of November 1907 and they were sworn
into office on Junuary 8, 1908 ("Minutes of the Board of Supervisors", vol. 1, p. 2;
"Register of Commissions of Stste, County, and Municipal Officers", office of the
secretary of state, Jackson, Miss., Forrest County section).

Justice of the peace courts were first created February 28, 1799, The law state
thaet a competent number of justices should be nominated and appointed by the governo:
as justices of the peace and of the cuorum, evidently to serve during good behavior,
as no mention wes made of a definite term of offices (Sargent's Code, 1799, p« 6¢)

These justices were given power to take all manner of recognizances with or
without surety, to keep the peace, for good behavior or for appearance &t a superior
judiciary. They were given authority to hear and determine according to the course
of common law, petit crimes and misdemeanors in which the punishment wes fine only
not exceeding $8 and they were essigned cognizence in pecuniary matters in which the
principal of the emount involved was not more than $8 (ibid., ppe 6-13).

Justices of the peace were delegated to sit in the court of the general quarter
Sessions of the peace (see County Court, p. 49, sugra.) They were given jurisdictio:
in the legal reguletion of slaves except in capital offenses, the punishment they
could inflict consisting of not more than 39 lashes and/or fines imposed on the mas-
ters of convicted slaves (ibide, DD 5%-58). They heard and determined complaints
of forcible entry and detainer and of forcible and unlawful detainer (ibides pe 87)e

Under the first laws each justice was directed to "cause fair entries to be made
in book, by them to be provided, for that purpose; of the names of the defendants, ir
all such cases as may come before them; with the debt and costs adjudged, and the tin
when the same judgment was given" (ibid., pe 125).

By the act of February 10, 1805 trial by jury was made mandatory in cases of
forcible entry and detminer and in cases of forcible and unlawful detainer (Toulmin'e
Digest, 1807, p. 263).




: Justice of the Peace (Next entry 126, p. 61)

: The law of February 10, 1807 which consolidated the three county courts estab-

| 1lished by Governor Sargent (see County Court, p. 51, supra.), specified that the

| county court should be composed of "five persons in every countye....who shall be

| justices of the peace and of the quorum" (Toulmin's Digest, 1807, p. 90), thus con-
tinuing the requirement that justices of the county court should be justices of the

| peace primarily. By the same act the civil cognizance of the justice court was ex-

tended to include debts under $20 originating by contract (ibid., p. 88); justices

§ were authorized to act as coroners when there was no coromer in the county (ibid.,
p. 223); and the granting of original writs of attachment against estates of fleeing
debtors, returnable to county court was affirmed (ibid., p. 88), as was appeal to the

next county court with the stipulation that the justice of the peace who tried the
appealed case could not sit in the county court hearing the case (ibid., p. 89).

On December 27, 1814 a law enacted by the General Assembly gave justices of the-
b peace jurisdiction in pecuniary demends up to 850 based on contract (Turner's Digest,
b 1816, Do 216); authorized them to issue search warrants (ibid., p. 225); to take vol=~
untary information (ibid., p. 324); to fine for contempt TOt to exceed %6, end im-
prison for contempt not more than six hours (ibid., p. 324). They were empowered
likewise to act as notsries public when the notary was absent or incapable of acting
(ibidse, ps 325). By the same act, justices of the peace were directed to "cause

fdir entries to be made in books to be by them provided for that purpose" of the
proceedings of cases heard before them. They were required to make bond in the penal
B sum of $500 (ibide, pe 321)%

The first constitution of Mississippi provided for the appointment of a compe-
| tent number of justices of the peace in each county, and allotted them jurisdiction
P in all civil causes in which the amount Gid not exceed $50 (Const., 1817, art. V,
sec. 8)e

A movement to reorganize the judicial system of the state culminated in acts in

1822 which established not less than one nor more than two justices of the peace in
| each captain's (militia) district, to be appointed for three years by the governor

on the pecommendation of the county court (Poindexter's Code, 1823, chapt. 8, ppe. 19~
f 27). Justices were prohibited from acting as attorneys in the county for which they
' were appointed, but in 1827 this clause was repealed with the provision that no
attorney could appear in any case which he had decided as justice of the peace (L. M.,
» 1827, p. 116). In 1822 it was made unlawful for freeholders or householders to be
sued in any civil case in any justice court out of the limits of the captain's dis-
§ trict in which they lived or in which the debt or demand originated (L. M., 1822,
i Ds 109)s By the act of January 30, 1830 justices of the peace werc required to meke
b bond, of not less than $500 or more than $5000 to be approved by the judge of pro-
§ bate (L. M., 1830, p. 215). :

. The legal eutiority of the county court was gredually diminished (see County

g Court, p. 53, supra.), and in 1830 judgments obtained and executions issued in jus-
§ tice of the peace courts were given equel dignity with those of the circuit court

§ except in metters involving land (L. M., 1830; ps 122) and appeals from justice

| courts were mede triable before other justices of the peace or a single justice of
| the peace with a jury of five, the justice trying the case originally not to par-
ticipate in the appeal hearings (ibid., p. 119),

In 1833, pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution of 1832, laws were en-
acted making the office of the justice of peace elective, shortening its term to two
Veers, and giving it jurisdiction in civil causes up to $50 (Const., 1832, art. v,




Justice of the Peace (Next entry 126, p. 61)

sece 8; Lo Mo, 1833, p. 57). By the same laws not less than one nor more than two
justices were to be elected from each county district, the districts being the same
as those laid off for the election of the members of the newly-organized board of
police (ibid., pe 59; see also Board of Supervisors, p. 23, supra. )

By the act of February 26, 1836 justices of the peace were made ex-officio no-
taries public and were required to keep a separate and distinct reo1ster of their
acts in a motorial capecity (L. M., 1836, p. 99).

In 1857 the number of justices for eech district was increased to two (Code,
1857, chapte LVIII, arts. 1, 2)s

After the outbreak of the War Between the States, an act wes passed on August
5, 1861 suspending actions for the collection of debts in M1551351pp1 (L. M., 1861,
pp. 74-75), with the result thet all courts were virtuelly closed. In 1862 the run-
ning of the statutes of limitetion was also suspended for the duration of the war
(Ez M., 1862, pp. 235-36) . These acts removed the motive for suing, and litigation
was practically eliminatcde The disorgenizetion cf the period brought about the
passage of an act on Janusry 9, 1863 making provision for the speedy recovery of
personal property wrongfully teken or deteined, by & summary replevin before two
justices of the pesce (L. M., 1863, p. 129).

After the close of the war, justices of the peace were delegated to sit in the
county court that wes reesteblished cn November 24, 1865, The court was composed
of the probaste judge &s president and two asscciates which the justices of the peace
for the county chose from among their <wn number. Appegls from the judgments of jus-
tices were to be taken to this court instead of to the circuit court, but no justice
of the pecce could sit on the court and hear a case he had decided originally. (&.
M., 1865, pe 66.)

In 1866 an amendment to this act conferred certzin concurrent jurisdiction om
the justices of the peaces - Cases of a&sscult, essault and battery in which no deadly
weapon was alleged to have been used, petit larceny under $10, end the unlawful car-
rying of arms were among the small offenses mede cognizable by the justicese. Appeal
could be teken to the next county court. (L. M., 1866, p. 1l.)

The Constitution of 1869 did not provide for a& county caurt but it increased
the civil jurisdiction of the justices of the pesce to $150 value of principal (Const
1869, art. 6, sec. 23), The Code of 1880 reeffirmed this provision end geve the jus-
tice of peace courts criminal jurisdiction concurrent with the circuit court wherein
punishment did not exceed fine or impriscnment (Code, 1880, chapt. 61, sec. 2216).
This code also allotted the justices jurisdiction in the pertition of personcl pro=-
perty not to exceed $150 in value (ibid., chapt. 71, secs. 2580-84),

The Constitution of 1890 extonded the jurisdiction of the justices of the peace
to causes in which the principal amount in controversy did not exceed $200, increase
the term of (ffice to four yesrs, and geve them criminal jurisdiction concurrent witl
the circuit court in crimes in which punishment did not exceed fine and imprisonment
(Const., 1890, sec. 171). In 1892 special courts of eminent domzin were esteblished
vuth the prov1sion thet a justice of peace selected by the circuit clerk preside ove:

carings before a jury (Code, 1892, sec. 1680). The Code also stipulated that meyor:
Of cities having & populatlon of less then 4,000 inhabitants should be ex-officio
Justices of the peace #nd have the same powers &S the justices (1b1d., sec. 5005.




Justice of the Peace (Next entry 126, p. 61)

Justices of the peace lost their jurisdiction in the partition of personal pro-
perty, actions of unlawful entry and detainer, and in eminent domein hearings in
Forrest County and in other counties in which county courts were established after
1926 (L. M., 1926, chapt. 131; see slso County Court, p. 48, supra.) Appeels from
courts of justices of the peace are made to the county court in counties where that
court functions, with the right of further appeal to the circuit court, but in coun-
ties where there is no county court appesls are mede to the circuit court (ibid.).
Justices of the peace act as coroners in counties which have no regulerly elected
coroner (Code, 1936, sec. 649}, :

The Legislature in 1926 directed that there be only one justice of the pe8ce
for each district in a county, except in districts or beats subdivided by the boer
of supervisors, in which event, there could not be mére than three justices (L. M.,
1926, chept. 209). This law was amended in 1932 to specify that only one justice
Tould be elected from each district in = county, but it provided thet the board at its
discretion could call an election for en qddltlonal justice in any district (L. M-r
1932, D 473).

At preéent there are four justices of the peace in Forrest County, one each in
beets one, two, three and four. There is no justice of peece in beet five, Since
Hottiesburg is situated in both bezts one end three there are two justices of the
peace courts in the city. (Weod, comp. znd ed., Ope Citep Po 754

Any qualified elector who has lived in a district or beat at least two years
is eligible to the office of justicé of the peace, and any one elected to the office
mist make bond in the penalty of $2,000. (Cude, 1930, secs. 2069-70.)

The court of a justice of the peace has jurisdiction to try ordinary civil ac-
tions involving a principal sum of not more than $200, snd criminal cases less than
felony (ibide., secs. 2071, 2097). A justice of the peace may also act as a commit-
ting magistrate (1bid., sec. 2101), perform merriage ceremonies (ibid., sec. 2365),
teke acknowledgments (101d., sec. 2136), and perform certain other functions of &
judicial or administretive nature. A justice is required to hold one or two terms
of court in his district each month (ibid., sece 2076)

Continual legislation since 1799 has required justices of the peace to keep
both civil and criminal dockets and record in them 21l the proceedings of their
courts (Sargent's Code, 1799, p. 125; Toulmin's Digest, 1807, p. 56; Turner's Di-
gest, 1816, p. 3263 3 Poindexter's Code, 1823, p. 17; Hutchinson's Code, 1848, chapte
50, art. 2, SeCs 12 Code, 1857, chapte. 58; arte. 14; Code, 1871, sec. 1308; Code,
}§§9, Sece. 2193; Code, 1892, sec. 2397; Code, 1906, sec. ec. 2726; Code, 1917, sece
2225; and Code, 1930, sec. 2074).

It has been the duty of justices of the peace since 1822 to receive and account
for all fines and penalties imposed by them and report at regular intervels to the
clerk of the county governing body all such fines and penelties (Hutchinson's Code,
1848, chapt. 50, srt. 2, sece. 27; Code, 1857, chapt. 58, ert. 33; Code, 1871, Secs
]542' Code, 1880, sec. 2230; Code, 1892 sec. 2430; Code, 1906, sec, 2759; Code, 937
Sec, 2258' Code, 1930, sec., 21 107). At the time Forrest County was orgenized these
reports were requlred to be made semi-annually, the first of October and the first
of April (Code, 1906, sec. 2759). A lew enacted in 1932 directed the justices to
meke monthly reports to the clerk of the board of supervisors, of fines and penal-
ties which they imposed and collected (L. M., 1932, p. 497) .




Justice of the Peace -~ Case Records; (126-129)
Dockets

Justices of the peace are compensated by fees ranging from five cents for swear-
ing each witness to $2 for celebrating marriage. In counties where there is no coun-
ty court justices receives $4 per day for preSiding at eminent domain hearings. Each
justice may receive not more than $60 annually from the public treassury in csses in
which the state loses. (Code, 1930, sec. 1792.)

For an interesting discussion of the justice of peace courts in Forrest County,
see Po S. Sikes, "Judicial Procedure in Mississippi® in Mississippi ILaw Journal, Uni-
versity, Miss., 1928-36, 7 vols., vol. VI, pp. 109-132,

Case Records

126. CRIMINAL CASES, BEAT 1, (J. D. Caperton), 1936~-., 1 file box.
Original indictments, affidevits, pleas, demurrers, motions, and other papers filed
in eriminal ceses tried and triable in justice of the peace court, Showing name of
defendant, offense charged, names of state's witnesses, names of defendant's witnessc
name of defendent's cttorney, list of costs and fees, and disposition of each case.
Arr. chron. by dete fileds No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 12 x 4 x 18, Off. of J.
P., 617 Mzin St., Hattiesburg.

127. CIVIL CASES, BEAT 1, (J. D. Caperton), 1936--. 1 file box.
Original declzration, answers, demurrers, motions, and other papers filed in ecivil
ceses tried snd triable in justice of the pesace court, showing names of litigents,
nomes of attorneys, list of costs and fees, and judgment rendered. Arr. chron. by
date filedSmiNo indoxytt Hdw, on' ptd. form. 12 x'4'x 18, '0ff, of T, Psy 617 Main
St., Hattiesburg.

128. CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CASES (Dead), BEAT 1, (J. D. Qaperton), 1924-36., 7
file boxes,.

Originael indictments, affidavits, pless, demurrers, motions, and other pepers filed
in criminal cases tried in justice of the pesce court, showing name of defendent, of=
fense charged, names of state's witnesses, nemes of defendent's witnesses, name of
defendant's attorney, list of costs and fees, and disposition of each case; also
original declaration, answers, motions, end other pepers filed in civil cases, show-
ing names of litigents, names of ettorneys, lists of costs and fees, =nd judgments
rendered. Arr, chron. by date fileds No index. Hdw. on ptd. forme 12 x 4 x 18,
0ff. of J, P., 617 Main St., Hattiesburg.

Dockets

129, JUSTICE DOCKET, BEAT 1, (J. D. Ceperton), 1910--, 26 vold, Missing:
1908"90

Record of civil and criminel ceses tried snd trisble in justice of the peace court,
Showing case number, nemes of litiscnts end of defendant, style of case or offense
charged, nature of process, dates issued #nd returnsble, to whom directed, date of
return, nemes of witnesses for state, for plaintiff, end for defendant, names of
Jurors drawn, list of costs and fees, judgments rendered, sentences imposed and datet
renderéd and imposed. Arrs numer. by case no. No index, 3 vols., 1910-22, Indexed
&lph, by name of plaintiff end of defendant, 23 vols,, 1927--, Hdw. on ptd. form.
600 pp, 18 x 4 x B. 1 vol., 1910-14, ch. clerk's va.; 2 vols., 1915-22, cir. clerk's
off.; 23 vols,, 1923--, off. of J. P., 617 Mein St., Hottiesburg.




county Prosecuting Attorney (130-134)

130. JUSTICE DOCKET, BEAT 2 (J. T. Leggett), 1925-~. 2 vols. Missing: 1908~
25,
| for description of contents, arrangement, type of recording, number of pages, and
! dimensions of volumes, see entry 129, Indexed alph. by name of defendante Ch.
b clerk's vE,

131. JUSTICE DOCKET, BEAT 3 (J. A. Myer, Sr.), 1908~-. 21 vols.
| For description of contents, arrangement, indexing, type of recording, number of
§ reges, and dimensions of volumes, see entry 129. O0ff. of J. P., Western Union Bldg.,
f Hattiesburge

‘ 132, JUSTICE DOCKET, BEAT & (P. D. Mapp), 1908--, 2 vols,

§ For description of contents, arrangement, indexing, type of recording, number of
pages, dimensions of volumes, see entry 129, 1 vol., 1908-32, ch. clerk's off.;

§ 1 vols, 1933--, home of J. P., Brooklyn.

133. JUSTICE DOCKET-CRIMINAL, BEAT 5 (No incumbent since 1936), 1927-36. 1
‘ vol. Missing: 1908-26,
§ For description of eontents, arrangement, type of recording, number of pages, and
size of volume, see entry 129. Indexed alphe by neme of defendant. Che. clerk's off.

Reports

134, REPORTS OF FINES AND PENALTIES, BEAT 1, (J. D. Caperton), 1932--. 1
. file boxe
} Carbon copies of reports made by justice of the pe&ce to clerk of the board of superw
§ visors, showing date fine or penalty imposed, name of defendant, amcunt of fine,
 amount collected, total, remarks, end signature of justice of the peaces Filed
f chron, by date mesde. No index. Hdwe on ptd. form. 18 x l% X 24 Offs of Je Pey
§ 617 Main St., Hettiesburg.

VII. COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

The office of county prosecuting attorney as it is meintained in Forrest County
pvas first established end mede compulsory in @ll counties by a law enacted in 1910
”(L._M., 1910, chapte. 112). Meny counties, apparently not needing the office, objected
§ t0 the law and opposed it, with the result thet in 1916 the lew was amended to make
f 1t possible for any county to establish or abolish the office of county prosecuting
f Ottorney at any time by & special election. The board of supervisors wes also given
f Power to establish the office in any county unless 20 percent of the qualified voters
| the county objecteds (L. M., 1916, chept, 238.)

' A county prosecuting attorney became & part of the local government of Forrest
1§mnmy in 1908, two years before the law was enacted msking the office compulsory.
15t the time the county was orgenized (see Governmentel Orgenization end Records Syse-
-?“% P« 7, supra.) & county attorney was elected in November 1907 and he tcok office
§ 10 January 1908 ("Minutes of the Board of Supervisors", vols. 1, p. 1, see entry 2).
WET: has been no agitation in Forrest County to ebolish the office and it has func-
tioneg continuously since 1908,

This official, elected for & four-yeer term et the generel elections for stete
4 ccunty officers, to be eligible for the office must be & regular licensed and
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practicing lawyer (Code, 1930, sec. 4224), He acts as prosecutor for the state in
the justice of the peace courts and in the county court of Forrest County. He assist
the district attorney in the prosecution of state or criminal cases appealed from

the county court to the circuit court. It is also his duty to assist in all civil
cases in which the services of the district attorney are required, if the state, For-
rest County, or any municipality in the county is interested. He represents the
state before the Forrest County grand jury and, subject to the ratification of the
district attorney, pesses on accounts ageinst the county before they are allowed by
the circuit court of Forrest County. (Ibid., secs. 4225-4226.)

The county attorney may be attorney for the board of supervisors (ibid., sece
4228) but in Forrest Cuunty the board has always appointed other lawyers to the po-
sitione

Other duties of the county attorney include representing the stete plant board
| when requested to do so (ibid., sec. 6792) and serving es ex-officio member of the

. Forrest County pension board of inquiry (}EEQ" sec. 6502; see clso Pension Board of
! Inquiry, p. 98, infra.)

. A county attorney, that is zn sgent or attorney to.appear on beha2lf of a county,

wes first mentioned by & law written April 12, 1799 by Guvernor Winthrop Sargent and
the Territorial judgese The law authorized the court of general quarter sessions of
the peace to appoint an agent or attorney to defend the county in suits instituted to
¢ recover from the county the sum or sums lost when persons imprisoned for debt escaped
"through the insufficiency of the Geol". (Sargent's Cude, 1799, pp. 99-100.)

In 1819, two years after the establishment of Mississippi as e state, a law was
| passed by the General Assembly giving the county court power to appoint counsel for
| the state in the prosecution of slaves in capital offenses (L..M., 1819, pps 72-76).
| After the county court wes abolished in 1832 (see County Cod;f, DPe 53, supra.) dis-
| trict attorneys handled all such prosecutions,

In 1865, following the close of the War Between the States, the county courts

} Were reestablisheds As the entire judicial system of the state was disrupted and

b was practically non-existent, to facilitate its work, the newly orgenized county

i court wes given power to appoint a county prosecuting attorney who wes allowed & fee
§ of §5 for prosecution. (L. M., 1865, p. 66.) This act wes amended in 1866 and the
| boerd of police of each county was dirccted to elect a county prosecuting attorney

§ to hold office for two years (L. M., 1866, ps 2).

: The office was not provided for by the Cude of 1871, nor wes it mentioned in
| the Codes of 1880, 1892, or 1906 end it wes not until 1910 that it was again made
§ o0 office in all counties (Lo M., 1910, chapt. 112),

! The county prosecuting attorney of Forrest County has an office in the court-

| house (see Housing, Care, ond Accessibility of Records, p. 16, ggggg.) He receives
| & salary of $300 per month ("Minutes of the Beard of Supervisors", vol. 15, pe 555,

See entry 2), He is not required to keep any permanent, public records. Affidevits

! And otherp legal pepers emenating from his office mey be found in the criminal case
records of the county court snd of the justice of the peace courts.
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VIII. SHERIFF

The office of sheriff was established in Forrest County in 1908 under the pro-
visions of the Constitution of 1890 and by the organization act of 1906 {Const.,
' 1890, Ssec. 135; L. M., 1906, pp. 174-79; see also Governmental Organization and Rec~
;3?55 System, p. 7, sugra.f The sheriff is chosen by the qualified electors of the
| county every four years at the general electionss he must be a qualified elector;
| and he cannot succeed himself in office (Code, 1906, secs, 4660-61; Code, 1930, secs,

| 3306=7), The sheriff of Forrest County must meke bond in the penalty of $10, 000
| (ibid., Sec. 3308).

A large number of duties have been given to the sheriff, many of them unrelated.
' He is primarily the keeper of the peace in Forrest County (Code, 1930, sec, 3329),
but he is also collector of real and personal taxes. (see Tex Collector, p. 74,

| infra,) If he cannot qualify for the office of tax collector he must vacate the of-
| Tice of sheriff (ibid., sec. 3341).

_ He is executive officer of the Forrest County chancery, circuit, and county

' courts (ibid., secs. 699, 493, 3315) end as such must attend all court sessions in
ppmspn"or by deputy and execute all court processes and orders. He is also execu-

l tive officer of the board of supervisors and he is required to attend personally or -
L by deputy 211 its meetings, and execute all processes and orders of the board (ibid.,
dsece 208)., He can adjourn a meeting of the board if it is not =ttended by 2 quorum °
1of its members (ibid., sec. 205). Likewise, the sheriff is executive officer for

| the board of election commissioners (ibid., secs. 6199, 6203; see Registrar, p. 82,
linfra.) It is his duty to provide voting compartments and furniture at general elec-
itions (ibid., sec. 6223), He is also executive officar for the state comptroller of
fbanks (ibid., sec. 3771), and for the stete plant board (ibide., sec. 6972).

By law the sheriff is given charge of the Forrest County courthouse and jail
(ibid., secs 3331); he is jailer and must sece to the feeding of the prisoners in

ithe jail (ibid., sec. 3334); and he cen provide medical care for prisoners (ibid.,
isec, 3337),

Among the many miscellaneous duties and functions which have been conferred on
ithe sheriff are: assisting in the cattle tick eradication program and in the enforce-
pient of the regulations of the state livestock board (ibid., sec. 5437); giving aid
200 the state forester, the state fire warden, 2nd agents of the United States Gove
°‘rament in the prevention of forest fires (ibid., sec. 6172); investigating fires of
lincendiary origin outside of incorporated cities end towns (ibid., sec. 5189Y; and
jenforeing game and fish laws and ordinances (ibid., Sec. 4745),

In matters of public health and welfare he is required to enforce the provi-
Sions of the dangerous acids, alkalis, and poison law known &s the Caustic Poison
het of 1930 and he is authorized end empowered to approve and register labels in-
tended for use (Le M., 1930, chapt. 25: Code, 1930, sec. 4896), The sheriff must
enforce in general the Child Labor Law, make monthly inspections of mills, canneries,
wmkshops, factories, and manufacturing establishments employing child labor, and °
enforce particularly such recommendations as &are mede by the health officer (ibid.,
S¢cs, 4648-49), He must convey feeble minded person to a state institution (ibid.,
§°¢Cs 4577) ‘and he must remove incurable but harmless, and restored petients from
the state ‘hospital (ibid., Sec. 4586).
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On the order of the board of supervisors he must determine if lands claimed
to b? unproductive may be devoted to agricultural and forestry purposes (ibid., sec.
6156) «

The office of sheriff is one of the oldest in Mississippi county government.
One of the first acts of Territorial Governor Winthrop Sargent was to appoint and
commission, and give extensive powers to a sheriff in each of the two newly=-orgenized
counties in the Mississippi Territory, a necessary step, as these counties ley in
the center of the great south-west migration movement and much of the population was
disorderly, turbulent, and lawless. The sheriff was directed to "quell and suppress
all affreys, routs, riots, and insurrections....pursue, apprehend, and cormit to’
gaol, all felons, and traitors....execute all warrants, writs, and other process,
which by law shall appertain to the duties of his office, and which shall be directed
to him by legal authorityesee.attend upon all courts of record, at their respective
terms or sessions in his county". (Sargent's Code, 1799, D. 40, )

A law written April 3, 1799 made the sheriff the collector of taxes and under
a distress werrant, geve him power of imprisonment &nd distraint (ibid., pe 87)e He
discharged this function until 1807 when the separate office of tex collector was es-
tablished (Toulmin's Digest, 1807, chapt. V, sec. 1; sece Tax Collector, p. 74, infra.

In 1807 the sheriff was given the additional duty of advertising elections and
ecting as their returning officer (ibid., chapt. XIX, sec. 1)

The office was appointive until 1817, the year Mississippi became a stetes The
constitution drafted at that time provided thet a sheriff should be elected in each
county for a term of two years (Conste., 1817, art. IV, sece 24).

The Constitution of 1832 made no changes in the duties, or term of office but
in 1843 the sheriff was agein created the tax collecter (L. M., 1843, chapt. 1, secCe
7), a function he has retained to the present time.

The Constitution of 1869 did not alter the status of the office. In 1871 a
board of registrars wes given the sheriff's duties of advertising elections and act-
ing as their returning cfficer (Code, 1871, secs. 363, 378)s The Constitution of
1890 lengthened the term of office to four years and prohibited the sheriff from
immediately succeeding himself (Const., 1890, sec. 135)s

The sheriff of Forrest County is compensated by fees, commissions, &nd allows=
snces (ibid., secs. 1789, 1804, 6507). The lew required thet he file an annual re=
port with the secretery of state of all receipts and disbursements of his office
(ibidey .56Ce 2342) . According to figures released by the office of the secretary
of state, of the 22 sheriffs reporting, the net incomes in 1937 ranged from $397 to
$12,936.

With respect to the public records to be kept by the sheriff, the law of 1831
directed him to "note down each execution receivedesein a book to be keptess.for
that purpose, the amount of judgment, interest, and cost, specifying the same in
separate items; also all levies 2and other proceedings" (Hutchinson's Code, 1848, p.
449). By the provisions of the Code of 1930 the sheriff of Furrest County must keép
an execution docket containing the same informetion as was specified in 1831 (Code,
1930, sec. 3327)s In 1892 he wes given the duty of providing a mesne process doc=
kot in which was to be noted each writ cther than executicns received by the sher-
iff for service, specifying the names of the parties, the court from which issued,
the date of its reception, how executed, and when and how returned (Code, 1892, secs
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41273 Code; 1930, sec. 3%26). Beginning in 1892 also, the sheriff has been obligete:
to keep a jail docket in which he gives a complete case history of eesch person placec
in the jail (ibid., sec, 4129; .ibid., sec, 2328), FEach month he must submit the jail
docket to the board of supervisors (ibid., sec. 4071), end he must submit to the cou
ty suditor a monthly account of jail expenses (ibid., sec, 3335). At the expiration
of his term of office he is required to deliver to his successor a list of the nemes
of all persons confined in the jail and file a copy of the list with the circuit clez
(ibide, Seces 3323}, ;

He is custodian of the books other than record books, belonging to Forrest Coun-
ty and as such is librarian of the judiciesl, esdministrative, and general material in
the county library (ibid., secs. 3331, 6942, 6946). On the order of the board of su-
pervisors he must deliver to a public library any publications donated by the board
(ibid., Sece 290j)e

Unless otherwise designeted, the records of the sheriff of Forrest County are
kept in his offices

Dockets

135. MESNE PROCESS DOCKET, 1908--. 11 vols. (1-11).
Record of writs other than executions received by sheriff from circuit and chancery
courts for service, showing court of issue, names of litigsnts, style of writ, date
received, dates returnable end returned, how executed, remerks, and amount of feesSs
Arr. chron. by date received. No index. Hdwe. on ptd. form. 320 ppe 18 x 12 x P

136. MESNE PROCESS DOCKET (County Court), 1927--. 3 vols. (1-3).
Record of writs other than executions received by sheriff from county court for ser-
vice, showing court of issue, names of litigants, style of writ, date received, dates
returnable and returned, how executed, remerks, and amount of fees. Arr. chrone. by
date. mepeived.. No indexs Hdw..on ptde forms 320.pps 18 x 12 x 3%,

137. SHERIFFS EXECUTION DOCKET, 1908--. 2 vols. (52
Record of executions of judgments received by sheriff, showing cese number, nemes of
litigants, names of attorneys, court of issue, nature of orocess, date received, dabe
judement rendered, amount of judgment, emount of interest end fees, total amount of
execution, dates returnsble and returned, how executed and remerks. Arr. chron. by
date received. Indexed alph. by name of judgnent debtor. Hdw. on ptd. forme 220
pp. 18 x 12% x 23,

Writs end Executions

138, COURT PAPERS, 1935--. 1 file boxs
Original writs, orders, precepts, and mittims issued from circuit, chancery, county,
and justice of the peace courts to the sheriff for service, showing dete, nature of
process, court end county of issue, dete issued, to whom directed, memes of persons
effected by process, dates received, returneble, and returned. Filed chron. by dete
received. No index. Hdw. on ptd. forms 12 x 4 X 18.

189, SUMVONS LND SUBPOENAS, 1936--. 1 file box.
Originsl summonses and Subpoenes jssued by circuit, chencery, county, &nd justice of
the pezce court &nd directed to sheriff for service, showing dates issued snd receiv
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names of persons to be summoned or subpoenaed, county and court of issue, dates re=-
turnable and returned. Filed chron. by date received. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form,
12 xdiw A5 :

For additional records of subpoenas, see entries 81, 82,

Prisoners
(See also entries 138, 143)

140, JAIL DOCKET, 1929--. 1 vol.
Record of persons committed to jail, showing neme of prisoner, offense, date received
date of arrest, nature of writ or warrant, date end reason of release or of committ-
ment to penitentiary. Arr. chron. by date of committment. Indexed alphe. by name of
prisoner. Hdw, on ptd. form. 400 pp. 20 x 13 x 2.

141. RECORD OF PRISONERS, 1908--. 2 vols. (1, 2).
Record of prisoners received into jail, showing name of prisoner, offense charged, da
received, neme of officer meking arrest, dete releesed, reason for release. Arrs chr
by date prisoner jeiled. No index. Hdwe, on ptd. form. 225 pp. 18 x 15 vx l%. 1 vol
1908-23, ch. clerk's ve.; 1 vol., 1924--, jails

142. DETENTION WARRANTS, 1933--. 12 vols.
Carbon copies of detention warrants issued by sheriff to persons given custody of
prisoners, showing name of prisoner, nzme of sheriff, date committed, date given over
to custody, offense charged, court of conviction, sentence imposed, list of fines,
fees and costs, date received. Arr. chron. by dete received. No indexs Hdw. on ptd
forma, 200 phs B x 18 x &

Fees
(See also entries 135-137, 142)

143, FINES, COSTS, AND IMPRISONMENTS, 1914-19. 1 vol.
Daily record of fees and costs collected by sheriff, showing name of defendant, or
prisoner, cese number, style of case, date and term of court, amounts of fines and
costs, sheriff's fees, circuit clerk's fees, justice of the peace fees, stenographers
fees, jury end stete witness fees, total, how and by whom paid, end remarkse ATrras
numer. by case no. No index. Hdaw. on ptd. form. 250 pp. 12 x 1Rix 2

For additional records, see entry 140.

144, SHERIFFS LEDGER, 1920-21. 1 vol.
Record of fines and costs and of fees due sheriff for court attendance and for execu~
ting process, showing case number, nemes of litigants or of defendant, style of case,
date process received, dates returnable and returned, itemization of fines, fees ond
costs, amount due sheriff, balance, and remarks. Arr. chron. by dste process receive
Indexed alph. by names of plaintiff znd defendsnt. Hdw. on ptd. forms 850 ppe 12 x
16 x 44 Ch, clerk's va. "

IX. CONSTABLE

The office of constable was established in Forrest County under the provision
of the Constitution of 1890 and by the act which organizecd the county in 1906 (Const.
1890, sec. 171; L. M., 1906, pp. 174-79) . Although the act specified that two con-
Stebles were to be chosen for each supervisor's beat, only three were elected in the
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general elections for stote and county officers held in November 1907, one each for
beats one, two, and three ("Minutes of the Board of Supervisors", vole 1, De. 1, see
entry 2; "Register of State, County, and Municipal Officers", office of the secre-
tary of state, Jackson, Miss., Forrest County section). Constables were elected for
peats four and five at & special election held on November 3, 1908 {ibid,) A law
enccted in 1900 stipulated that only one consteble should be elected from each beat,
but it gave the board of supervisors power to cezuse an sdditional constable or con=-
stebles to be elected in esch district not to exceed the number of justices of the
peece in esch district (L. M., 1900, chept. 71). 1t wes by authority of this lew
thet the organizetion act was disregerded insofar as the designation of constebles
was concernede.

A consteble must enter into & bond of $1,000 (Ccde, 1930, sec. 631) and he is
directed to attend the justice of the peazce courts of his district (ivide, Sec. 636).
The duties of the constable are: ™to keep 2nd preserve the pesce within his county,
faithfully to sid and essist in executing the criminal laws of the state; and give
informetion without deldy, to some justice of the peece, or other proper officer, of
all riots, routs, and unlawful assemblies, and of every violation of the penal laws
which may come to his knowledge in eny manner whatscever; to exccute and return all
processes, civil and eriminal, lawfully directed to him, according to the command
thereof; and to pey cver all moneys collected by him tc the person lawfully authorizec
to receive the same (ibid., sec. 632). A constable is liable for failure to pay mone;
on execution and for making false return (ibid., sec. 634) and he is liable for con-
tempt for failure to discharge any of the duties rcquired of him (ibid., sec. 637)e

The office of constable wes first esteblished by the law of April 18, 1799 which
suthorized the court of generasl cuarter sessicns of the pecce to appoint one or more
constebles in esch township (Sargent's Code, 1799, pp. 81-82). These officers were
attached primerily to the justice of the pecce courts and their duties included exe=-
cuting and returning £l1 processes directed to them, paying over all monies collected
levying exccutions, selling property seized by execution, cering for of livestock
taken in executions, and scting es general peace officers {ibids) By the act of
December 11, 1811 constables were required to meke bond in the amount of $500 (Tur-
ner's Digest, 1816, p. 319) «

In 1822 the county court was empowered to appoint "not less than one nor more
than two, fit and proper perscns in each ceptain's district as constsobles to serve
for a term of two yeers" (L. M., 1822, p. 260). The revised constitution of 1832
stipulated that & ccmpetent number of constzbles should be elected biennielly in
each distriet of every county by the qualified voters of the district (Const., 1832,
arte IV, Sece 23)e The Constitution of 1869 made no chenge in this provision. The
constitution ~f 1890 increased the term of office to four years but mede no other
chenges (Const., 1890, sec. 171).

Tne number of constobles holding office in Forrest County has verieds In Sep=-
tember 1930 as the result of the genercl elections of November 1927, special electior
end appointments, 16 constobles were functioning in all five beats. At the present
time there ere four constebles, one each for beats one, two, three, end five. (Reg-
ister of Commissions of State, Municipsl, and Ceunty Officers", office of the secre-~
tery of state, Jackson, Miss., Forrest County section., )

Cunstebles are not required to keep any permanent, public recordss Tneir re=
turns sre mede to the issuing justice of the peace and are kept as a pert of the rec-
ords of that officisl. (See Justice of the Pcace, pp. 61-62, supre. )
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X. CORONER

The office of coroner was established in Forrest County in 1908 as one of the
original county offices (L._M.. 1906, ppe. 174-79; see elso Governmental Organization
‘and Records System, p. 8, supre. It is a constitutional office (Const,, 1890, secs
135) and the coroner is elected every four years by the qualified electors of the
county at the general election for county and state offices (Code, 1906, sec. 4140;
Code, 1930, sec. 6210),

The duties of the coroner are: to investigate violent, sudden, and casual death,
to hold inquests with jury; to hold inguests at the request of the prosecuting at-
torney or the district attorney (ibid., sec. 639), to act as sheriff if the sheriff
is imprisoned, inccmpetent, or absent (ibid., secs. 651, 654). On the written re-
quest of & majority of the jurors the coroner may summon & physician or surgeon to
appear as a witness et an inquest (ibid., sec. 647).

A coroner was included among the verious county officials appointed by Terri-
torial Governor Winthrop Sergent in 1799 {Sargent's Code, 1789, ppe 41-41). The
duties as then defined were: "...by @ jury of tke county, to enquire concerning the
Death of a person slain, who dies suddenly, or in priscon; and his inquisition so
teken shall certify to the nexXt supreme court holden for the county. And it shall
be the duty of the coromer, to execute process of every kind wherein the sheriff is
a party or interested in the suit, or for other just csuse is by lew rendered in-
capable to execute the same. And in case the sheriff shall for any ceuse be com-
mitted to geol, the coroner shall be himself or such person as he shall appoint, be
keeper of the gaol, during the time the sheriff shall remein a prisoner® (ibid.)

The act of Februsry 10, 1807 reaffirmed the originel law, gave full and specific
directions &s to his procedure, and reduired him to keep & record of all inguisitions
to be certified at the next circuit or superior court. It zlso delegated justices of
the peace authority to act as coroners under certain conditions. (Toulmin's Digest,
1807, p. 219.)

The Constitution of 1817 made the office elective with a two-year term (Constey
1817, art. IV, sec. 24) ., The Constitution of 1832 mede no change but the Constitutic
of 1869 lengthened the term of office to four years (Const., 1869, art. V, sece 21).
In 1871 the coroner was made ex-officio reanger when the office of ranger was abolishe
as a separaete office (L. M., 1871, chapt. CCCXCIII)« In this cepacity he has gen-
eral jurisdiction over estreys. (See Ranger, ps 101, infra.)

Since 1857 the coroner has been required to meke & return in all cases to the
circuit clerk, of the finding of the jury, together with the precept and 2ll pro-
ccedings before him. The circuit clerk is required to preserve such records care=-
fully in his- office. (Cude, 1857, chapt. VI, art. 148; Code, 1930, sec. 648, )

The fee allowed the coroner in 1799 for viewing a body was $5 (Sargent's Code,
1799, p. 77) and the same eamount is allowed a2t the present time (Code, 1930, sece

1791) o

Dockets

145. CORONER AND RANGERS DOCKET, 1912-19. 1 vole
Record of proceedings of coroners inqueste, showing case number, name of deceased,
if known, descriptivn of deceased, cause of dsath, process directed to sheriff to
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impanel jury, place and date of death, date, time, and place of inquest, names of
jurors and witnesses, findings of the coroner or of the jury, signature of coroner;
also contains record of estrays picked up by coroner as ex-officio ranger, showing
date, description of animal, amount of fees, date advertised, end signature of ran-
ger. Arr. chron, by date of inguest and by date estray picked up. No index., Hdw,
on ptd. form. 240 pp. 16 x 12 x 1%, Ch. clerk's off.

XI. TAX ASSESSOR

The constitutional office of tax assessor was established in Forrest County in
1908 (Const., 1890, sec. 135; L, M., 1906, pp. 174-79; sec also Governmental Organi=-
zation and Records System, p. 7, supra,) The tax asscssor is elected every four years
by the qualified eloctors of the county at thc general clections for state and county
officers (Code, 1930, scc. 6210). The asscssor must make bond in the amount of not
lcss than $5,000 nor morc then $10,000 (ibide, sec. 100).

The asscssor is required to assess annually the polls and el 1 personal property
subjecct to taxation (ibid., sec. 3128) and to assess 2l 1 thc lands in the county
(ibide, secs 3145),

To carry out this work the asscssor delivers to texpayers a printed form pre-
scribed by the state tax commission (ibid., sec. 3129) on which they list md valuc
their property, under oath, returning the list to the assessor not later than April
1 of cach yeer the assessments are mode (ibid., secss 3131-32), The assessor is re-
quired to deliver the lists, arrangoed alphabetically, to the board of supervisors
which fixes the taxable valuc (ibid., secs. 3131, 3181). When e toxpgyer fails to
submit a list, and in the case of property ovmed by non-recsidents or by some one un=
known to him, the assessor assesses such proporty at the highest velue at which simi-
lar property is asscssed ond valuecd (ibidy, "seci teidz)s

The assessor has the right and power to inquire into the purchase price paid
for ony real aond personal property in Forrest County, and he may inspect property and
demond that informstion be given him concerning it that he may make an estimatec of
its value (ibid., sccse. 107-109). Thc assessor is roquired to furnish the district
attorney the names of all persons who wilfully neglect or refuse to give in taxable
property, as rcquired by lew (ibias, "sccs 3142).

The asscssment rolls, rcal and personal, are made up by the assessor from the
tox lists submittod to him by the taxpayors, the land roll every two years (ivid.,
sce, 3144), oand tho personal roll annually (ibid., scc. 3132), Hc is rcquired to
complete the rolls and filc them wi th the clerk of the boaxr d of supervisors before
the first Monday of July cach yoar (ibid,., secc. 3161)., The bocrd cqualizes the as=
sossmont rolls ot its July mcotings (ibid., scc. 3162) with the assossor being pre=
sent at all sossions in which the asscssments arc undor consideration (ibid., 8CCae
3163)s Aftor the boaord has completed its work the clerk of the board makes two
copiecs of the rolls, retains one as &a public record and dolivers the other to the
tox collector (ibid., sec. 3181; scc also Board of Supervisors, p. 23, supra. )

By the sct of 1934 which exempted homestcads from stete ad velorem toxes to
the extent of $1,000 the assessor is directed to keep aveilable a supply of applica=-
tion blanks furnished by the state tex commission and deliver onc to any person who
requests it at the seme time and in the seme monner as the recl estate tax lists arc
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delivereds He is further required to prepare the assessment roll in such a manner
as to show in appropriate columns on the land roll the lands designated as home=-
steads. (L. M., 1934, p. 441.)

Other duties of the assessor are to enumerate annually all widows of deceased
confederate soldiers and all Confederate soldiers living in Forrest County (see Pen-
sion Board of Inquiry, p, 98 , infra.), and report to the sheriff who is the escheatc
and to the state land commissioner, all property which may have eschested to the stat
within the preceding 12 months (ibid., sec. 1512).

The Territorisl tax system set up by Governor Winthrop Sargent and the Terri-
torial judges was inaugurated by a law written April 3, 1799 authorizing the court of
general quarter sessions in each county to meke an estimete of the averzge annual ex-
penses of the county and submit it to the governor or one or more of the judges for
approval. By the same act, commissioners appointed by the court of common pleas were
directed to apportion the taxes among the towns of the county end assess the proper-
ty in the towns (Ssrgent's Code, 1799, pp. 84~-52). These commissioners were the firs!
assessors in Mississippi county government. They were directed to ascertain what per:
sons and eststes were texeble end to determine the yearly profit accruing from the
estztes, and "have speciel regrrd to such profit, texing 211 lands in just proportion
to their walue" except property exempted. Assessments were returned to the prothono-
tery of the court of common pleas who mede up the assessment rolls (ibid.). The
striking feature of this first tex system in Mississippi is that real estete was ag-
sessed on the basis of the profit or income it might produce rather than on its }n#
trinsic worth or actual selling value, thus establishing whet amounted to & gradueted
income taxe '

In 1815 the taxation system wee chenged (Turner's -Digest, 1816, pp. 414-424),
and power wes given the governor to appoint in each county &n assessor whose duty it
was "to apply to ewery person resident within his county, who hath therein any tax-
able property, for & list thereof", the list to contain also "the amount of sales of
merchandize sold within the yeer ending on the last dey of December immediately pre-
ceding” (ibid., pe 416). A revenue sct in 1817, the yeer Mississippl was admitted
to the Union, consolidated the offices of tex collector and tex assessor, and mede
it appointive annually by the governor (L. M., 1817, p. 56). The assessors were di-
rected to teke the census of their respective counties by an act of 1820 (E. M., 182C
chepts 1, p. 3) and were allowed & fee of two gcents a person listed. In 1822 they
were required to méke an enumerction of births, deaths, =nd persons over 70 yetrs of
sge at the time of meking the next assessments, and for three succeeding years (L.
M., 1822, chapnt. XXT{). For this work the assessors were peid a fee of five cents
Der person enumerated. The law was reenacted in 1825 with the same provisions (E.
M,, 1825, p. 14).

The Constitution of 1832 made county offices elective biennially (Const., 1832,
art. V, sece 19). .In 1833 the legislature psssed an act uniting the offices of as-
sessor and collector except in the counties of Werren, Jefferson, Wilkinson, Adams,
and Claiborne where the offices were made seperate end distinct (Lo M., 1833, pe 447)
The seme set directed the assessor to take the census of 1833.

In 1843 the sheriff wss made the collector (L..E., 1843, pp, 41-48; see 21so
Sheriff, p. 64, suprc.; see Tax Collector, pe. 75, infre.) and until 1846 the same
person held the Throe offices of assessor, collector, #nd sheriff in each county,

At thet time the offices of assessor snd collector were mede separete except in 17
counties; Clerke, Covington, Cochoms, Greense, Harrison, Hencock, Jackson, Jones,
Weshington, Neshobe, Issaguene, Merion, Scott, Perry, Simpson, Smith, end Weyne wherc
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the sheriffs remained ex-officio’ assessor and collector (L. M., 1846, p. 69). This
act also stipulated that lands were to be assessed every two years. An act in 1856
directed the assessorsto furnish to the president of the board of trustees a list
of blind persons in their respective counties (L. M., 1856, p. 79).

The Constitution of 1869 .provided for an assessor in each county and set his
term at two years (Const., 1869, art. v, sec. 21). Among the duties delegated to
the assessor by the Code of 1871 were included: making out a list of persons quali-
fied to serve as jurors and deliverine it to the circuit clerk (Code, 1871, sec.
7%6); returning a list of escheats to the state auditor of public accounts and to
the district attorney,(ibid., Sec. 1845); enumerating school children triennially
(ibide, Sece 2007); and enrolling quadrennially the names of all able-bodied males
subject to military duty (ibid., sec. 1673). The assessor was also directed to as-
sess personal property amnually end lands quadrennially (ibide, sece. 1675)e

After the board of supervisors has finished with the tax lists delivered to it
by the assessor, he must preserve the lists for at least three yesars (ibid,, Secae
3131)s  The Code of 1906 directed the assessor to provide himself with all necessary
meps of the county and every city, town, or village in it {Code, 1906, sec. 4282).
In 1930 the board of supervisors was charged with furnishing the tax assessor with
meps showing elearly the locetion of all tracts of lands in the county and the bound-
aries of every supervisor's district, road district, school district and other tax-
ing district, and of every municipality, end of every survey, subdivision, or addi-
tion, and of all separste, edjecent, ‘emmexed territory added to any seperate school
district (Code, 1930, sec., 3147). The assessor is required to file and preserve all
applicetions for exemption from state &d valorem tex (L._M., 1934, p. 441),

Assessments

146, SHEETS OF ASSESSMENTS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY, 1908--, 179 file boxes and
66 bundles.

Original lists of taxakle personal property returned to tex assessor by property
owners, showing name of property owner, addiess, age, rece, SeX, locetion of pro=-
perty, property owner's valuation, tax assessor's veluation, poll tex, oath and
signature of property owner. Contains also original lists of taxable real proper=
ty in city of Hattiesburg and in county, returned to tax assessor by property owners,
showing mame of property owner, address, legal description of land and improvements,
locetion, original cost, property owner's velustion, tex assessor's valuation, oath
end signature of property owner. Arr. alph. by neame of political aubdivision and
then filed alph. by neme of property owner. No index. Hdw. on ptde form. File
boxes, 19 x 3 x 12, 12 x 12 x 24, end 18 x 6 x 24; bundles, 9 x 4 x 12 z2nd 12 x 8
x 15, 169 file boxes and 54 bundles, 1908-33, ch. clerk's vae; 1 file box, 1931--
and 9 file boxes 1934--, tax assr.'s off.

147. REAL ASSESSMENT ROLL, CITY OF HATTIESBURG, 1932--. 1 vole
Record of assessments on real property within the city limits of Hattiesburg, taken
from sssessment lists, entry 146, showing name of property owner, description of
lend, street number, description of improvements, assessed value, whether or not
property owner's homestead. Arr. alph. by neme of property ownere. No indexe Hdwe
on ptd. forms 757 ppe. 10 x 13 x 3%,
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Homestead Exemptions

148, ASSESSMENT ROLL AND PLAT BOOK, 1935--. 13 vols.
Record of assessments on reel property, Showing neme of owner, legal description of
property, assessed valuation, homestead exemption, and plat of lande Arr. alph. by
neme of political subdivision. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 75 ppe 10 x 10 ot dg

149. REAL ASSESSKENT ROLL, COUNTY, 1931--. 1 vol.
Record of assessments on real property in county outside city limits of Hattiesburg,
showing neme of property owner, description of land and improvements, number of acrec
assessed valustion, whether or not property owner's homesteads Arr. alph. by name of
political divisions No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 350 ppe 15 x 16 x 22,

Tex Rolls

150, IAND ROLLS, CITY OF HATTIESBURG, 1208--. 32 vols.
Record of texes levied on reel property within the city limits of Hattiesburg, show-
ing assessment number, number of tex receipt, name of property owner, lot and block
number of sdditicn, subdivision, or survey, section, township, and range, total value-
tion, homestead exemption, essessed veluation of land and improvements, land end
buildings exempt, amount of tex due state a2pd county. Arr. alph, by neme of addi-
tion, subdivision, or survey, with each addition, subdivision or survey &rre numers
by lot and block no. For index, see entry 152. Hdw. and typed on ptd. forme 400
pps 18 x 21 x 4. Che clerk's va,

151¢ LAND ROLLS, OUTSIDE CITY OF HATTIESBURG, 1908--. 36 volse

Record of texes levied on real property in county outside city limits of Hattiesburg,
showing assessment number, tex receipt number, neme of property owner, legel descrip-
tion of land, section, township, range, total valuation, homestead exemption, school
end roed district, amount of cultivateble land, velue of improvements, number of acr
of timber land, value of timber, amount of uncultivatsble land, number of ecres of
government land, number of acres of state land, amounts of taxes due stete #nd coun-
ty. Arr. numer. by sec. and renge. For index, See entry 152, Hdw. and typed on
ptd. form. 500 pp. 18 x 21 x 4. Ch, clerk's ve.

152. INDEX TO RECORD OF LAND ROLLS, (County and City of Hattiesburg), 1908==.
23 vols,
Index to Land Rolls, City of Hettiesburg, entry 149, =nd lend Rolls, Outside City of
Hattiesburg, entry 150, showing neme of property owner, volume and pege in lend roll,
tax receipt number, number of years covered in roll. Arr, elphe. by name of property
owner. Haw. on ptd. form. 250 pp. 18 x 16 x 13. Ch. clerk's off.

153, PERSONAL ROIL, 1808--. 80 volse
Record of texes levied on perscnal property and of poll and commutation taxes, show-
ing tex receipt number, names of property owners, rece, 8ddress, list of personel
property taxes, including sutomobiles, trucks, watches, jewelry, poll tex, commuta-
ticn tax, total. Arr. alph. by neme of property cwner. Alph. indexed by neme of
property owner. Hdw, and typed on ptd. form. 300 pp. 18 x 21 x 2. Ch. clerk's off.

Homestezd Exemptions
154, APPLICATIONS FOR HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS, CITY PROPERTY, 1934~--, 1 file box.

Original applications for exemption of homesteads from state ad valorem tax within
city 1imits of Hattiesburg, showing name of applicent, address, school district, roe
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district, plat or drawing of land involved, ownership of lend, when and how acquired,
kind of title held, legal description of land, affidavit of applicant, approval of
boerd of supervisors. Filed alph. by name of applicant. No index. Hdw. on ptde
forme. X6:x® e X 18e

155. APPLICATIONS FOR HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS, COUNIY PROPERTY, 1934--, 1 file
boxe

Original applicetions for exemption of homestezds from stste ad valorem tax of home-
steads eutside city limits, showing name of applicant, address, school district, road
district, plat or drawing of land involved, ownership of lend, when and how acquired,
kind of title held, legal description of land, effidevit of applicant, approval of
boerd of supervisors. Filed alph. by neme of applicant. No index. Hdw. on ptde
forme 226 i 12 A8

Meps
(See also entries 46, 148, 154, 155)

156, ASSESSORS BLOCK BOOK, 1925 9 volse
Political and lsnd tenure meps, showing range lines and boundcries of sections, beats,
townships, trescts, additions, subdivisions, surveys, lots, nsmes of owners, classifi=-
cation of land, and total acreage. Drawn by Geoe G. Ehrenborg, Gulfport, Miss.
Black and whites 300 ppe 18 x 16. Che clerk's off.

157. INDEX TC IOT AND BLOCK MAPS, 1925 1 vol.
Index t6 one block only in Assessors Block Book, entry 156, showing name of proper-
ty cwner and volume and page in block book. Typeds 75 ppe 125 x 10 x 3. Ch. clerk's
offe

XII, TEX COLLECTOR

The sheriff is by statute the ex-officio collector of real =nd perscnal taxes
in Forrest County (Code, 1906, Sec. 4694; Code, 1930, sece 3341)s In addition to -
the bond he must meke as sheriff he is rodﬁf?gd to furnish bond not to exceed $100,000
as tax collector. If he cannot qualify as tax collector he must vacate the office of
sheriffe (Ibid.; see also Sheriff, p. 64, supra.)

As early as 1799 the sheriff wes made the collector of taxes in the Mississippi
Territory under a warrcnt of distress issued by the court of querter sessions (Ser=
gent's Code, 1799, pe 87). In 1807 the Territorial assembly provided for the appoint-
ment of & eolleotor who wes also assessor and inquirer, thus trensferring the func-
tions of tax collector from the sheriff to this new officer (Toulmin's Digest, 1807,
chepts ¥V, Sece 1)

The act of December 27, 1815 affirmed the law of 1807 by empowering the gover=
nor to appoint annually & tax collector in each county who wzs required to meke bond
in the penalty of $12,000 in Adams County end $6,000 in other counties (Turner's Di=
gest, 1816, p. 418). This act establisked a new system of texation which replaced

¢ schome set up by Governor Winthrop Sargent in 1799, (See Tax Assessor, p. 7),
supro.)  In 1817 the offices of tax collector and tex sssessor were united end the
Ejingollector was directed to make distress and sele of goods, chettels and tencments
of all persons who did not pay their taxes for the year ending the first of July (L.
M., 1817, p. 56)s Seperate offices of collector and eésecssor were mainteined in sev-
eral counties through speciel legislation (Hutchinson's Code, 1848, p. 174).
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In 1833 a law was enacted making the joint office of collector and assessor
elective biennially (E. M., 1833, p. 477) inasmuch as the Constitution of 1832 di-
rected that county sheriffs, coroners, treasurers, rangers, and other officials
should be elected (Const., 1832, art. V, sec. 19).

The Sheriff was made tax collector again in 1843 and since, in some counties,
he same person:acted as both assessor and collector, the sheriff in those counties
held the three offices (E. M., 1843, chept. 1, sec. 7). However, the collector was
relieved of the dutics of assessor three years later in all but 17 counties: Clarke,
Covington, Coahoma, Greene, Harrison, Hancock, Jackson, Jones, Washington, Neshoba,
Issaquena, Merion, Perry, Scott, Simpson, Smith, and Weyne, in which counties the
shuriff continued to zct as both collector end assessor, Ezfofficio (L. M., 1846,
p.69- gk

The Constitution of 1869 directed that an assessor be elected in each county for
s term of two years, thus meking the offices of assessor and collector separéete ex-
cept in the counties designated by the lew of 1846 (Const., 1869, art. V, sec. 21) o
The sheriff has continued to be the tax collector by authority of the same laws

The tax collector computes the taxes due from ecch texpeyer, using as the basis
of his computations, the tax rolls delivered to him by the chencery clerk &s clerk of
the board (Code, 1930, secs. 3222, 3227; see also Board of Supervisors, p. 23, supra.
sece also Tax Assessor, p. 70, Supre. Texes are payeble on or before December 15 of
each year (ibid., sec. 3999), When 2 toxpeyer peys his texes he is given 2 receipt
from & bound book of receipts kept in triplicete. The tax collector mst present
this book of duplicete receipts to the board of supervisors whenever required by the
boerd to do so and it is finelly preserved in the office of the chancery clerk a&s a
public record (ibid., sec. 223%). The tex collector must keep a well-bound cash book
which must slso be presented to the bosrd whenever required (ibid., sec. 3236). He
is directed to make 2 monthly report of taxes paid to him to the state suditor of
public accounts and to the clerk of the board end he is required to meke & final re-
port to both on or within 15 days after September 1 of each year (ibid., sec. 3289),

Texes ere preferential liens on ell property. The tex collector hes the duty
of selling real estote on which texes’ are delinquent, to the highest bidder to sat-
isfy a tex lien (ibid., secs. 3245-49, 3255), He must trensmit to the clerk of the
board of supervisors before the first Mondey in June & list of all lands sold to in-
dividuels and a list of 11 lands sold to the state (ibid., sece. 3256).

The tex collector issues motor vehicle licenses end tegs. The form of the 1li-
cense is prescribed by law and when it is issued it is in reality a receipt for the
peyment of the privilege of "driving upon the public roads of Forrest County"for one
year. On payment to him at the time the license is issued, of & rogistration fee of
$1 the tex collector delivers Ho the owner of a vehicle one license tag. The collec-
tor is directed to keep & register in & well-bound book which shows definite and in-
clusive informstion on erch motor vehicle licensed. (Ibid., secs. 5608-09, 5615. )

Iicenses to hunt, fish, or seine are obtoined from the sheriff as tex collector
(Code, 1930, sec. 4761). The ect of 1932 which created the State geme and fish com-
mission requires each cfficer suthorized to issue licenses, which officer is tax col-
lector in Forrest County, to keep in 2 book supplied to him by the commission, & cor-
rect and complete list in numericel order of £ll licenses issued by him to pay month-
ly the sums ccllected for licenses, and to meke o finel report at the end of the 1li-
cense year and return ©11 license stubs #nd 11 unused or mutilated license blanks
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(E. M., 1932, pp. 371-372). Prior to 1932 licensing was more of a county matter =s
money derived from the sale of hunting and fishing licenses was used to pay county-
appointed game wardens and to promote the conservetion of geme within Forrest Coun=-

ty (Code, 1930, sec. 4762).

Practically every occupetion carried on in Forrest County is required to obtain
a privilege license from the tex collector (Code, 1871, secs. 1747-50; L. M., 1935,
ppe. 52-133).

The tax collector of Forrest County is compenseted by fees and commissions.
For example he receives five percent on all poll texes end commtation texes; five
percent on the first $30,000 of the roed.end bridge privilege taxes collected on
motor vehicles end two percent of the excess over $30,000; five percent on the first
#30,000 of the stete privilege texes znd two percent on the excess over $30,000; and
five percent on the first $10,000 of the stete ad volorem texcs collected and two
percent on the excess over $10,600 but not on an emount exceeding $40,000. (Code,
1930, sec. 1789.)

Cash Receipts

158. TAX COLLECTORS CASH BOOK, 1509--, 36 vols.
Daily record of tex collections; showing receipt mnumber, neme Of taxpayer, total as-
sessment, state, county, school, rozd, end poll tcxes, demeges, list of fees charged
against property sold for texes, znd remarks. Arr. chron. by deily entries. Hdw,
on ptd. form. 500 pp. 18 x 15 x 2%. 35 vols., 1909-34, ch. clerk's ve.; 1 vols,
1935-~~, sh. off.

159. CASH BOOK, HUNTINC LICENSES, 1935-26. 1 vol.
Record of cash receipts from sale of hunting licenses, showing neme of purchaser,
receipt number, and cmount. Arr. chron. by date of entry and numer. by receipt no.
No index. Hdw. on ptd. form, 800 pp. 18 x 5 x 2%. Ch. clerk's va,

For additicnal records of hunting licenses, see entries 167, 168.

160, POLL TAX CASH BOOK, 1936~~. 1 vol.
Senarate record of cash receipts from collection of poll texes started in 1936, show-
ing date, receipt number, neme and residence of texpayer. Arr. numer. by receipt no.
No index. HAw. on ptd. form. 204 pp. 15 x 8 x 1.

Reports

161. TAX COLLECTORS REPORTS, 1917--. 4 vols. Missing; 1908-16.
Duplicate copies of tex collectors monthly reports to the clerk c¢f the borsrd of su-
pervisors, showing total texes collected, kind end omount of tax, amount due treas-
urer, amount due tax collector s commissicns, dete, end signature of tex collectors
Arr. chron. by dzte report mede. No index. Hdwe. on ptd. form. 250 pp. 20 x 10 x
1} and 505 ppe 18 x 10 x 5.

Tax Receipts

162, TAX RECEIPTS, 1908--, 807 vols.
Cerbon copies of receipts issued taxpayers in settlement of reel #nd perscnal texes,
showing name of taxpayer, receipt nurber, totcl personel assessment, total real
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property assessment, rate, state tax, general county tax, poll tax, rcad tax, dog
tax, Sinking fund, interest on bonds, description of real end personal property,
Arre numer. by receéipt noe No index, 1908-33. For index, 1934--, see entry 164,
Hiwe' on ptde forme 165 ppe 21 x 9 x 13 ‘

For cerbon copies of road tax receipts, 1915-18, and of poll tax receipts,
1935-~, sce entries 165, 166,

163, PARTIAL PAYMENT T/AX RECEIPTS, 1932--. 10 vols,
Cerbon copies of receipts issued for partisl payment of taxes, begun in 1932, show=
ing receipt number, name of taxpaeyer, residence, total amount of taxes, amounts of
real, perscnal, school, poll, anéd roed texes, number ¢f payment, and signature of
tax collectore Arr., numer. by receipt no. For index, 1934--, see entry 164. HAdws
cn ptde forme 100 ppe 18 x 13 x 1,

164. INDEX TO RECORD OF T4X RECEIPTS, 1934-~. 4 volse No index kept prior
to 1934, ;
Index to real and personal property tax receipts, entry 162, 1934--, ané entry 163,
showing neme of taxpayer, date, end volume and page in record. Arr. alphe: by name
of texpayer. Hdwe on ptd. forms 250 ppe 18 x 18 x 1%

165, SPECIAL COMMUTATION ROAD T+<X RECELPTS, 1915-18 8 volse. Discontinued
as separate records Now kept in Tax Receipts, entry 162.
Carbon copies of receipts issued in settlement of road taxes, showing receipt num-
ber, date of payment, name of texpayer, residence, emount, znd signature of tax
collectors Arr. numere by receipt noe No index. Hdwe on ptds forme 100 ppe 18
x 13 xS
For prior records, see entry 162e

166+ POLL TLX RECEIPTS, 1935~-. 12 volse
carbon copies of receipts issued in settlement of poll t=2xes, showing receipt num=-
ber, name of taxpayer, beest and voting precinct, volume, page, and line in Personal
Roll, entry 153, amount, and signeture of the tex collectors Arre numers by receipt
n0s No index. Hdwe on ptd. forme 100 ppe 18 x 9 x 1s Cire clerk's offs

Licenses
(See also entries 107-112)

167. HUNTING LICENSE RECEIPTS, 1926=3le 10 volse
Record of hunting end fishing licenses issued, showing receipt number, date, name
end residence of licensee, amount of licenses, whether resident or non=-resident,
and signeture of tax collectors Arrs numer. by receipt noe No index. Hdw., on
ptde forme 250 ppe 18 x 5 x lie

For additional records of hunting and fishing licenses, see entry 159.

168. RECORD AND MONTHLY REPORT OF HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSES, 1935=-e 3
vols. Missing: 1932-34.

Carbon copies of reports made by tax ccllector to state game and fish commission.
of hunting and fishing license¢s issued, showing dete issued, neme of licensee! l}-
cense number, expiration date, total collected, emount due geme and fish cormmission,
ameunt due tax collector @s fees Arrs chrons by month report medees No index. Hdwe
on ptds forms 50 ppe 10 x 24 X Ze

For sdditionsl records of hunting and fishing licenses, sce entry 159




Trezsurer and Auditor (169+171)

169. PRIVILEGE TiX RECORD (Title Varies), 1912-19, 1930--. 2 vols. Missing:
1920-29.
Record of licenses issued privileging individuals and corporations %o practice a
profession or engege in business in the county, showing date issued, license num-
ber, name end address of licensee, type of profession or business, expiration deate,
smount paid, demeges assessed in instances of non-payment or late payment. Arre
numer. by license no. No index. Haw. end typed on ptde form. 300 ppe 18 x 15 x 2
end 18 x 12 x 2« 1 vols, 1912-19, ch. clerk's va,; 1 vol., 1930--, she off.
170. AUTOMOBILE REGISTER (Title Varies), 1914-27, 1935--, 9 vols, Missing:
1928"54.0
Record of automobile licenses issued, showing date issued, teg number, neme end ad-
dress of owner, mske, manufscturer, model, yeasr, horse power, motive power, carry-
ing capacity, factory number, dete deliwered to owner, amount of fee collected, sig-
nature of tex collector, end remarks. Arr. numer, by license no., 6 volss, 1914-27.
hirr. alph, by neme of owner, 1 vol., 1936--. Hdw. and typed on ptd. form. 300 pp.
18 x 12 x 1% and 160 pp. 14 x 12 x 1}. 6 vols., 1914-27, ch. clerk's ve.; 1 vol.,
1955"", sh; Offn

Correspondence

171. CORRESPONDENCE, 1933--. 5 file boxes.
Original letters written by taxpayers to sheriff pertaining to tex matters. Filed
alph. by name of correspondent. No index. Hdw. &nd typede 10 x 3 x 12,

XIII. TREASURER AND AUDITOR

The clerk of the board of supervisors is the ex-officio auditor of Forrest
County (Code, 1906, sec. 347; Code, 1930, sec. 295)., The chancery clerk, who is
the clerk of the board (see Board of Supervisors, pe. 23, supra.), is the ex-officio
treasurer (L. M., 1932, pe 514)

The functions discharged by the clerk which cen be classified as treasurer's
duties apre: issuing warrents on the county depository for peyment of claims allowed
by the bosrd of supervisors (Code, 1930, sec. 255); keeping & docket of claims in
which he enters all demands &nd accounts against the county (ibide., sec. 254); re-
ceiving and heving custody of the securities deposited by & depository bank (ibid.,
sec. 4346); and, with the president of the board, issuing commissions to designated
depositories (ibid., sec. 4347),

The clerk of the boerd as auditor of Forrest County must keep &n account with
ecch county office (ibid., sec. 296) and he must enter the accounts of all officers
receiving or collecting money for the county (ibid., sec. 298), He is reouired to
issue receipt warrents {ibid., sec. 299) end to settle with the tex collector and
other officers receiving county funds (ibid., sec. 300}. He or the board must file
suit ageinst any officer who fails to meke payment to the county treasurer {ibids)a
It is his duty to exemine the eccounts, dockets, end records of clerk, sheriffs, and
other officers of Forrest County to ascertain whether any money payable to the coun-
ty is properly chargeable to them, and to mzke & written report under ozth to each
reguler session of the grend jury (ibid., sec. 304). He must also report to the
grand jury and to the district attorney any officer or depository feiling to meke'a
report or to pay public moneys into the county treasury as required by law (ivid,,
sec, 305)., The auditor is directed to keep & book styled "The Depository's Docket"
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in which he shall record all reports of the county depository after the reports have
been exemined and compared with the vouchers and approved by the board (ibid., sec.
297) e

The office of county treasurer was established and made appointive in 1799 by
the laws drawn by Territorial Governor Sargent and the Territorial judges. The trease=
urer was required to furnish bond of £3,000 and "keep fair and proper books of en-
tries and accounts of all monies recclved and of rates and assessments made or to be
made, and also of disbursements and payments"., He was dirccted to submit his books’
and accounts to the Territorial Assembly for audit and settlement. (Sargent's Code,
_]::7_%';9_, PP 45=46, )

In 1806 the county court (quarter sessions of the peace) was given power to au=-
dit and allow all accounts and demands legally chargeable against the county (Toule=
nints Digest,1807, pe 32)¢ 4n sct in 1807 commended the county treasurer to report
to the county court and render a just and true account of the funds in his possession
(ibide, Do 28)e

The first constitution of Mississippi mede no mention of a county treasurer but
the office was continued by an act which gave the county court power to appoint in
each county a treasurer to hold office for two years (L. M., 1817, p. 56)e

In 1822 the office wes made appointive by the governor on the recommendation of
the county court, the term was set et two years, and the treasurer was required to
¢xamine the accounts of sheriffs and clerks t0 ascertain if any money belonging to
the county was in their hands, The act directed the county court to continue to au-
¢it and allow claims against the county and it authorized the clerk of the court to
issue warrants on the county treasurer for claims allowed by the court. (Poindexterts
Code, 1824, chapt. 52.)

The revised constitution of 1832 established the office of county treasurer and
made it eleetive biennially by the qualified electors of the county. It also estab-
lished a board of police in cach county to take over the administrative duties of the
county court and it made the clerk of the court of probate the clerk of the bhoard of
police (Const., 1832, art. ¥, secs. 19, 20). By the act of March 2, 1833 the county
treasurer was required to meke a report to the board of police of the condition of”
the county treasury (L. M., 1833, p. 47), The board, by authority of the same act,
assumed all auditing Functions of the county court and examined and allowed claims
against the county (ibid. ).

No changes were made in the functions, qualifications, and term of the treas-
urer by the Constitution of 1869 but the name of the board of police was changed to
board of supervisors (Const., 1869, art, VI, sec. 20), This board carried on the

same duties in relation to the treasurer as had the county court from 1806 to 1832
and as had the board of police from 1832 to 1869.

The Constitution of 1890 at the time of its adoption stipulated thet "there shell
sheriff, coroner, treasursr, assessor, and surveyor for each county to be selec=
as elsewherec provided herein, who shall hold their offices for four years. The
sheriff and treasurer shall be ineligible to succeed thomsclves or each other'(Consts,
1890, sec. 135),

The Code of 1906 which went into effect not long before Ferrest County was or-
canized in 1908 (See Governmental Orgenizetion and Records System, p. 7, supra.),
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was the set of laws under which the county began its governmental orgenization. By
this code the treasurer was given the general duties of receiving, keeping, and dis-
bursing the money of the county according to law; and of keeping regular accounts of
the receipts and expenditures of the funds and of all debts due to or from the county
(Code, 1906, secs 978).. He was directed to meke detailed reports quarterly of ell
receipts and disbursements end of sccounts payable end receivable and exhibit with
his reports the vouchers for the disbursements shown in the reports (ibide, secse
979-80) . He was empowered and required to exemine the accounts, dockets, &nd records
of the clerks and the sheriff for the purpose of ascertaeining if any money rightfully
pelonging to the county wes in their possession (ibid., sec. 982). He could pay mone
out of the county treasury only on werrent issued by the clerk of the board on the or
der of the board (ibid., sece. 983). He could receive money only on the receipt-war-
rent of the clerk of the bosrd and he wes directed to give the person msking any pey-
ment duplicete receipts specifying the werrant on which payment was made, one of the
receipts to be filed with the clerk (ibid., sec. 987).

The clerk of the board was made gz-offic;g county auditor (ibid., sec. 347).
As auditor he wes required to keep ledger accounts with each county office, with the
courthouse, jail, and poorhouse, showing allowances for eechj he was directed to
keep separate accounts of allowences mede for mileege and pey of members of the boerd.
of jurors, and of witnesses for the state, as well as expenditures on account of eech
part of every public road under a separate overseer (ibid., sec. 349). It wes mede
mandatory that he keep "The Treasurer's Docket" snd record in it all reports of the
treasurer after they had been exsmined and approved by the board (ibide, sece 351).
He was ordered to keep accounts with all officers who received or collected money
for the county and he was given the duty of issuing receipt-warrents for peyment of
money into the county treasury, credit for payment end debit to the county treasurer
being contingent upon the auditor's receiving a duplicete receipt signed by the treas
urer (ibide, secs. 358). The auditcr was empowered to examine, audit and settle the
accounts of all officers receiving funds payable into the county treasury, and he
could require and exact payment of sums due (ibide., sec. 353),

Without making mention of his being euditor, the code geve the clerk of the
bosrd the responsibility of keeping "The Docket of Cleims™ end entering in it all
demands and accounts egeinst the county in the order of their presentation {ibidey
S5ECe 3‘42) .

In 1912 a system was inaugurcted by:which the boesrd of supervisors designates
and commissions & county depository (L. M., 1912, chapt. 194), This plan, designed
to safeguerd the county mo¥ey by reqd?ring the selected depository to deposit with
the county treasurer selected securitics in an amount ten percent greater than the
maximum sum to be placed on deposit, took from the treasurer his receiving and dis-
bursing powers, since all deposits were made subject to payment when demesnded on
werrent issued by the clerk of the board (ibid.).

In November 1922 secticn 135 of the Constitution of 1890 was amended by a vote
of the people to read "the duties heretofore imposed on the county treasurer shall
be discharged by scme person Or persons selected as required by lew". The amendment
was inserted in the constitution by the legislature of 1924, (é._m., 1924, chapt.
142,)

With reference to this emendment Justice Ethridge of the Mississippi Supreme
Court writes: ™The emendment was designed to eliminate the county treasurer, but |
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the original section mede the sheriff and the treasurer ineligible to succeed them=
selves or each other. The new section authorized the legislature to impose the duty
of county treasurer upon Some person or persons selected as required by law, leaving
the legialeture to preseribe what person or persons should perform the duties of
county treasurer. One of the duties of the county treasurer under the law as ex=
isted when the smendment was passed wes to keep an indopendent set of books as to
all county receipts ond disbursements against the sheriff and county auditor. He
was 8lso to receive and pay out the county funds when there was no county depository
selected. Under the provision of law creeting county depositaries and plecing of
proctically all the funds of all counties in banks, the duties of the trecsurer othe:
than as a bookkeeper, are lergely eliminated. He wes charged however, with the du-
ties of coercing settlements with officers receiving funds end various other dutiese
By the new section the sheriff is mede ineligitle to immediately succeed himself in
office, but the constitution does not prohibit him from discharging the duties of
treasurer. The legislature perhaps, overlooked the importznce of heving the sheriff
and treasurer keep mutual checks upon esch other to prevent the manipulation of coun-
ty books so &s to conceal shorteges. Nothing in the present section prevents the
person who acts or performs the duties that were ordinarily imposed upon the treas-
urer from continuing in office so long @s he mey desire, provided he cen secure the
appointment or selection in accordance with leaw". (George H. Ethridge, Mississippi
Constitutions, Jackson, Miss., 1928, p. 235s)

Thus, by 1924 the office of treasurer was comblctely abolished and in 1932 its
fow remaining duties were given to the chancery clerk-(L. M., 1932, p. 514) who as
clerk of the board is one and the seme person.

The chancery clerk of Forrest County who €85 clerk of the bosrd of supervisors
is the auditor, receives en annucl szlory of $1,400. As trecsurer he is ellowed $25
a year. (Code, 1930, sec. 6505; L. M., 1932, p. 514; "Minutes of the Boerd of Super-
visors™, vol. 15, p. 581, see entry 2.)

The records ¢f the treesurer end auditor are kept in the office of the chancery
clerk.

Dockets znd Ledgers

172, AUDITORS ACCOUNTS, 1892-1908. 1 vol.
Trenscription of zuditor's accounts with the verious county officers and departments
of the Second Judicial District of Perry County which beceme Forrest County in 1908,
showing dete, stetement of the account of esch officer or department, end balances
Arr, chron. by dete report mede. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 290 pp. 16 x 11 x lf

173. AUDITORS ACCOUNT WITH TAX COLLECTOR, 1921--. 1 vol,
Auditors record of funds received from tex collector, showing name of tax cocllector,
neme of fund, tex date, items, veluation, tex rate, total debits, depository receipt
number, velustion, emount paid into county depository, commissions due tex collee=
tor for making collection, total debits and credits. Arr. chron. by date report
mde, Indexed alph. by neme of fund. Hfw. on ptds form. 400 pp. 18% x 123 x 23.

174, GENERAL LEDGER, 1928--. 2 vols.
General ledger of receipts and disbursements, showing principal sources of receipts,
eracter and purpose of disburscments, and totals end bezlances. Receipts ere cless-
ified as revenue, including genersl property tex, privilege tex, interest, rents,
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licenses and permits, fines and forfeits, departmental earnings, ssles of property,
miscellaneous; state aid, including gasoline tax and state appropriations; non-reve-
nue, including temporary loans, bonds, premiums and accrued interest, advances and
deposits, trensfers and refunds, trust and investment transsctions. Disbursements
are classified as governmental costs, including administretive, judicial, protec-
tion of persons and property, conservetion of health, highway maintenence, charities
and corrections, educational, miscellaneous, interest on temporary loans, interest

on bonds; and non-governmentel costs, including temporary loans, bonds, permanent im~
provements, transfers snd refunds, trust and investment transactions. Arr, alph. by
name of funde No index. Hdws. on ptd. forme. 200 ppe 10 x 12 x 13,

175, CASH RECEIPTS REGISTER, 1926--. 1 vol.
Monthly record of funds deposited in county depositories, showing date, from whom
received, warrant number, amount, fund debited, generel texes, collector's commis-
sions, gasoline tax, privilege taxes, depository interest, interest on loans, fines,
stote appropriations, sales, bonds, loans, and miscellaneous. Arr. chron. by month.
No index. Hdw. on ptde forme 312 pp. 18 x 15 x 3.

176. BANK REPORTS, 1917-~. 7 vols.
tatements of county depositories, showing name of depository, name of fund, date of
receipt, from whom received, number, date, amount, and payee of warrents paid. Arr,
chrgn.-by date stctement rendereds No index. Hdw. on ptde forme 600 ppe 16 x 14
X 3'2’-

177. JUSTICE PEACE FINAS AND COSTS, 1908-=-. 2 volse.
Record of fines and costs of cases tried in justice of the peace courts, showing
nomes of plaintiff and defendent, court and date of triel, number end style of case,
fines, jury tax, Stenographer's fees, witness fees, totel, debit date, credit date,
by whom paid. Arr, alph. by neme of defendente Hdw. on ptd. form. 265 pp. 16 x 12
b5
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XIV. REGISTRAR

The circuit clerk of Forrest County is the Ezfofficio registrar of voters (Code,
1906, sec. 4107; Code, 1930, sec. 6175)s He registers the electors of Forrest County
in his office in the courthouse ot Hettiesburg at any time but in the year of genercl
election, in which year not less than four months before the election he spends one
day at each voting precinct in the county for the purpose of registering voters (ibid.,
sccse 6181-85).

He is required to keep as a permsnent record a list of poll tax delinquents
which he obtains from the tex collector, @nd a register of convicts, as both delin=-
Quents end convicts are ineligible to vote (ibid., secs. 3244, 4079, 6187).

Until the absent voters' law was repealed in 1932 (Ls M., 1932, p. 629), the
tircuit clerk as registrar administered the law (Code, 1930, sec. 6288-63€1). He
mst attend all meetings of the county election commissioners (See Governmental Ore-
ganization and Records System, p. 11, suprae.) and render them all needed assistence
in revising the 1ist of qualified voters (ibid., sec. 6212). After each election
the ballot boxes are deposited * in the safekeeping of the registrar (ibid., sece
5884) and full and exact duplicates of the certified vote ere filed with him %o be
Preserved (ibid.,. sec. 5895).
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By the corrupt practices act of November 25, 1935 the circuit clerk as registrar
was given several additional duties to perform. Candidates for nomination to county
and county district offices are required by law to file with the clerk an affidavit
that they have read the corrupt practices asct and they will not violate any of its
obligations and prohibitions, and they must file also an itemized statement of their
campaign expenses to be kept as a2 public record for four years. The distributor of
the ballots is directed to deliver to the clerk copy of the poll manager's receipt
for the ballots. The books of duplicate poll receipts are delivered to the clerk who
receives, receipts, and preserves them as a public record. He issues duplicate poll
tex receipts for lost receipts and certifies thet they 2re true and correct and he
issues certificates of exemption to persons exempt from paying poll tex, keeps a rec-
ord of such issuances, and receives $100 per year for discherging these duties, The
ect stipulates that the ballot boxes shall be delivered to the circuit clerk and
sealed by him in the presence of the poll manager making the delivery. (L. M., Ex-
traordinary Session, 1935, chapt. 19, pp. 33-52.) o bl

In cases of contested elections the clerk must notify the chief justice of the
stete supreme court or any other justice in the event the chief justice cennot be
reacheds The chief justice appoints a chancery or circuit judge from a district
other than thet in which the contest has arisen to hear and determine the ccse. The
circuit clerk issues subpoenas to principals end to witnesses. When either or both
of the principels demend an exeminztion of the ballots, the circuit clerk must be
present in person or by deputy to see that the bellots are not tampered withe In
cases of prosecution for violation of the act the sheriff makes errest on warrants
issued by the trizl court, and delivers all papers to the circuit clerk who files
them and personally delivers them to the foreman of the next grand jurye. (Ibid.)

The compensation of the circuit clerk as registrer is fixed by the board of su-
pervisors as directed by law (Cocde, 1903, sec. 6195), The board of Forrest County,
in addition to the $100 allowed him ennually for the added work entailed by the pas=
sage of the corrupt practices act, pays thé registrar #1,000 annually ("Minutes of
the Board of Supervisors", vol. 15, p. 447, see entry 2.)

Registration and Poll Records

178, REGISTRATION BOOK, 1908--, 34 vols.
Record of registration of prospective voters, showing number and dete of registration,
neme of registrent, age, color, sex, occupation, neme of employer, length of residenc
notation on registrant's ability to reed or understand the constitution, signnture of
registrant, and remarks. Arr. numer. by registration no. under name of political sub
division. No indexs Hdw. on ptd. form. 75 pps 18 x 16 x 13

179. POLL BOOKS, 1908--., 76 vols. 3
List of qualified voters obtained from Registration Book, entry 178, showing name of
Yoter, registrstion number, age, color, number of times voted, whether or not delin-
quent, and signesture of ‘registrar. Arr. 2lphe by names of voters in politicel sub-
divisions. No index. Typed on ptd. forme 100 pp. 16 x 12 x 1,

180, POLL T4X EXEMPTION CERTIFICATES, 1936--. 3 vols,
Record of affidavits of and certificates issued to voters exempt from payment of poll
FQX because of age or disability, showing certificate number, name of voter, ege, ret
ldenee, signature and acknowledgement of voter, certificate to vote signed by regis-
trar, Arr. chron. by dete filed. No index. Hdw. on ptd. forms, 250 ppe 18 x 12 x ¢
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. 181, RECORD OF PERSONS CONVICTED OF CRIMES, 1908~-., 1 vol.
List of nemes of persons convicted of either or any of the following crimes: bribery,
burglerly, theft, arson, obtaining money or goods under false pretenses, perjury, for
gery, embezzlement, or bigamy; kept by registrar to enable him to erase the names of
such persons from the registration book or to prevent such persons from registeringj
showing name of person convicted, court of conviction, crime, date of convictiony
date of trial, sentence, volume and page in court minutes, and remarks. Arr. alph.
by neme of convict. No index, Hdwe on ptde forme 150 ppe. 16 x 12 x 1%.

XV. SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION

The constitutional office of county superintendent of education; at first ap-
pointive by the state hoard of education by and with the consent of the senate (Const.
1869, art. VIII, sec. 4; Const., 1890, sec. 204), was made elective in each county
By the Code of 1906 (Code, 1906, secs. 4809-10).

The office of superintendent of education was established in Forrest County by
the county orgenization act of 1906, a superintendent was elected at the general elec-
tion of November 1907, and he was sworn into office in January 1908. (See Govern-
mental Organization and Records System, p. 7, Supra.)

A candidate for the office wes required to be 21 years of age, a qualified elec=
tor, and a resident of the state for four yesrs end of the county for two years pre-
ceding his election. He waes also required to pass en exeminetion on the branches re-
quired for first grade license, and in addition on the art of teaching. His bond was
set at from $500 to not more than $2,000. (Code, 1906, secs. 4809, 4811=12.)

The duties of this officer as outlined by the Code of 1906 were:

(a) To employ for each school under his supervision, such teacher or teachers
as may be recommended by the local trustees; but the teccher shall hold his certifi-
cate of proper dote and grede and execute the required contract;

(b) To examine the monthly reports of teechers, when in his judgment necessary,
and require the signatures of a mejority of the trustees certifying to the esccuracy
of the report, &nd upon the report thus certified to isSue a pay certificate showing
the emount of salary due, end the scholastic month for which it is issued. The pay=-
certificete must be in the form prescribed by the board of education, end a stub du=
plicate mede out and preserved in his office;

(c) To fix the saleries of teachers snd to make contracts with them;

{d) To enforce the course of study adopted by the board of education, and the
uniform text-books adopted for the county;

(e) To enforce the law end the rules and regulations in reference to the exem-
ination of teachersj

(f) To visit the schools and regquire teachers to perform all their duties;

(g) To seleet end employ teachers for public schools whose trustees fail to re=
port a selection within ten days of the time fixed by the county school board for the
beginning of the term;

(h) To administer oeths in £ll cases of teachers, trustees, and others relating
to the schools, and tc teke testimony in appeal cases under the school-law;

(i) To keep on file and preserve in his office the biennial report of the super
intendent of public education and all circular-letters sent out by him, snd & copy
of the school-law;

(j) To distribute promptly all reports, lews, forms, circulaers, and instruction
which he mey receive for the use of schooleofficers and teachers, from the stete supe
intendent of public educetion;
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(k) oT0 carefully preserve all reports of school-=officers and teachers, and,
at the close of the term of office, deliver to his successor all records, books,
documents, and papers belonging to the office, taking a receipt for the same, which
shall be filed in the office of the chancery clerk;

(1) To meke annually, on or before the first day of Qctober, a written report
to the board of supervisors and mayor and board of aldermen of the municipality,
constituting a separate school district, showing the name, sex, and color of the
teachers employed during the pregeding scholastic year, the number of months taught
by each, a2nd the aggregate amounts of pay-certificates issued to ezch and to all;
end the report shall be filed in the office of the chencery clerk or of the municipal
clerk, d@s the case may be, snd be compered by said officer with the pay-certificetes
of the county superintendent for the period embraced in the report;

(m) To file with the chancery end municipal clerks, before issuing eny pay=-
certificate for the current term, lists of the teschers employed, and the monthly
salary of each as shown by the contrect, =nd to 2dd to the list eny teachers subse-
quently employed;

(n) To keep in his office, and cerefully preserve the public school record
provided; to enter therein the proceedings of the county school-bosrd, the decisions
of appeal cases, and other official ects; o list of the teachers examined, licensed,
end employed; and, within ten days aftecr they are rendered, to record the date re-
quired from the monthly and term reports of teachersy and the annusl reports of
county and seperate school-district treasurers; and from the summaries of records
thus kept, to render, on or before the twentieth of October, an annual report to the
stete superintendent in the form and containing the particulars required;

(o) To observe sueh instruction znd reguletions as the board of education mey
from time to time prescribe, and make Special reports to those officizls whenever
required; and

(p) To perform such other duties &as may be required of him by law or the rules
and regulations of the board of educetion. (Ibide., Sec. 4497.)

The powers and duties of the superintendent of education at present are: to
employ such teachers as may be recommended by the local trustees, (if recommenda-
tions are not made by June 15, the superintendent may eppoint the teachers); to
allow assistant teachers as prescribed by lawy to fix salaries of te:zchers and make
contrects with them except es otherwise prescribed by lsw; to enforce the course of
study adopted by the board of education and the uniform text books; to enforce the
lew and rules and regulations in reference to exsminetions of teachers; to edmini-
ster oaths in all cases of teachers and others relating to the schools; and to teke
testimony in appeal caeses under the school law. (Code, 1930, sec. 6570, arts. 1-6.)

The superintendent is also required to issue pay certificates after a majority
of the trustees have certified £s to the accuracy of & monthly report; to preserve
all reports of school officers and tezchers; to deliver to the chencery clerk be=
fore pay certificates are issued, & list of teachers under contract, the list to
Show their monthly salaries; to keep a record of all official actions of the county
School beoerd, of his own official actions, and of teechers, examined, licensed and
employed; to meke & report annually tc the state superintendent of public education;
to prepare an outline msp showing the number of sections included in each school dis-
trict and to paste the map in the school register before it is delivered to the teach-
er of the districte (Ibid., arts, 7-12.)

He is cbligated to report eech month to the board of supervisors and the mayor
nd board of aldermen of the municipalities included in each public school district,




Superintendent of Educstion (Next entry 182, pe. 90)

the report to show the amount of pay certificeztes issued that month, the date of
visits to each school &znd the time spent with cach school; to visit the schools end
require the teachers to perform all their duties; to distribute promptly all reports,
laws, forms, circulsrs and instructions received from the state superintendent of
public education; to keep on file znd preserve the biennial report of the stzte su-
perintendent of public educetion; to cell meetings of the county school boerd; to
cell annually on the first of M~y = meeting of the trustees of the county for the
election of the county svhool bozrds (Ibid., art. 13-18.)

The superintendent is directecd to observe such instructions end regilations
as the stzte board of educstion may prescribe and make specisl reports to these
officials whenever required; to be at the county seat on each Saturday of cach
scholastic month of the term to receive monthly reports, issue pay certificetes
and attend to other official duties; to meske every two years an enumeration of all
educable children in his countyf to settle disputes in schools, his decisions being
subject to appeal to the state board of educetion upon a written stetement of the
facts certified by the county superintendent or by the secretary of the board of
trustees. (Ibid., arts. 19-24; sec. 6572.)

The superintendent may suspend or remove teachers from office for incompetency,
neglect of duty; immoral conduct or other just cause; =znd he mey fill vacancies in
the positions of trustee or teechers; and have the seme power as justice of the peaces
of issuing subpoenss for witnesses and compelling their attendance for the giving o6f
evidence; and he can revoke tecchers' licenses for intemperance or immoral conduct,
brutal treatment of a pupil or for other just ccusee. (Ibid., seés. 6573=74,)

The qualifications cf the ceunty superintendent of educstion are enumerated as
follows: he shell be a qualified elector and 2 resident citizen of the stete for
four years and of the county fer two years immedirtely nreceding his election; he
must hold a certificete certifying, thet he is a grsduate of 2 high school requir-
ing at least 15 units for gredustion or the equivsalent thereof; that he has had at
least two yeers successful experience as a teacher in the public schools of the state
or thet he is a graduste cf a stendard college; nnd, if he does not possess a pro=
fessional life license, that he has passed an exeminetion held by the stete board of
examiners (ibid., Secs. 6563-54),

The cause of common school education was first given aid in the Mississippi
Territory by the act of Congress approved Msrch 3, 1803, entitled "An Act Providing
for the Disposal of Land South of the State of Tennessee" (2 State L., pps 229-234).,
By this act the government, in offering for sele the public lands, reserved in eatch
township the section of land numbered sixteen (or some other section if the sixteenth
Section had been legally disposed of), for the support of schools within the township
(Eggd;, Sec. 12). At first the lands were managed by the county court (L._M., 1818,
Pn 59; see also County Court, p. 53, supra.) but the act of January 9, 1824 authorized
the election by the resident heads of families of five trustees in each township who
Were empowered to rent, collect, and disburse the rents, erect school houses and em=
ploy teachers (Le M., 1824, pp, 9-11).

In 1833, the Legislature authorized the sale on a credit of one to four years,
of 99~year leases of the sixteenth section lands, the purchase money to be secured
by a lien on the lands (L, M., 1833, pe 93). But the Legislature, evidently carried
away by the hysteria of Speculetion that prevailed in the early 1830's, directed
that the proceeds when collected, be invested in the stock of the Planters' Bank
8 Natehez (ibid., pe 95)s, When this benk failed in 1837 along with hundreds of
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others in the United States, the educational program of Mississippi was set back
many years. "More than a million dollars of sixteenth sections funds were lost

through poor management." (James Wilford Garner, Reconstruction In Mississippi,
New York, 1901, pe 365)

An effort was made in 1846 to establish a uniform system of free schools sup-
ported by county-levied fees and taxation (L. M., 1846, pp. 104), but its weak
point, which made it partially inoperative as a system was the proviso that the
counties themselves should be the judge as to levying taxes for the establishment
and support of the schools (Rowlend, op. cit., vols II, p. 476),

The first legislaticn ecreating the office of county superintendent of educ-
tion was the act of March 4, 1848 providing for and establishing common schools in
the counties of Hinds, Holmes, Tunica, Jefferson, Wilkinson, Lawrence, and Amite
(L. M., 1848, p. 56)s The boards of police in each of fhese counties were directed
to avp01nt a superintendent whose duty it was to visit the public schools in his
county at least onee every three months; examine the record or journal kept by the
teacher in each school and all other matters touching the situation, discipline,
mode of teaching, and improvements; keep a journel of all such examinations and of
his remarks; make an annual report on his journal to the secretary of state; fill
all vaeancies; call elections annually for the election of school trustees in each
township, and appoint five trustees in the event the elections were not held, The
township trustees were reguired to account to the superintendent for all moneys
raised and expended for school purposes and the superintendent exsmined and certi-
fied these accounts. He was given authority to examine candidates for teaching
end give them 12-month certificates. He was also empowered to annul a teacher's
certificate if a trial proved the ‘teacher to be untrustworthy. (Ibid.)

The next definite program of common school education was instituted by the
Reconstruction government in 1869-70. The Constitution of 1869 established the
office of county superintendent of education to be appointed by the state board
of education by and with the advice and consent of the senate. However, the leg-
islature was given power t0 make the office elective. (Const., 1869, art. VIII,
sece 44) On July 4, 1870 the Legislature passed an claborate act "to regulate the
support, organlzatlon, and maintenance Of a uniform system of public education for
the state" (L. M., 1870, ppe. 1-20)s "Serious objections were at once urged against
the law by Democrats and Republicans as well. In the first place, it provided for
& system of education entirely too expensive, in view of the impoverished condition
of the people. The desolation of & long war, a succession of crop failures, a Fed-
eral tax on cotton equivalent to one-fourth of its value, the loss of the slaves,
and the increased taxes necessary for rebuilding and repairing public institutions
bore heavily upon & people who had never been accustomed to heavy taxes, even in
the days of their prosperity..e.s..The chief source of objection was the needlessly
€xpensive machinery provided for the administration of the systemes.e.Another ob-
Jection to the law was the requirement that county superintendents, who were to be
raid from the local treasuries, should be appointed by the state board of education,
“m° depriving the peonle of the several counties of the privilege of chooging com-
tetent residents to manage their educational affairs, and compelling them in some
instances to accept non-resident--'carpet haggers' selected by the central author-
Ities at Jackson". (Garnor, Op. cit., pp. 356-57.)

The law of 1870 gave the county superintendent of education the duties of su-
fTv1swng the schoolg, examining applicants for teachers! licenses, performing the
tuties required by the state board of educetion, and forwarding annually to the
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suditor of public accounts a list of educable children in the county (L. M., 1870,
pe 7)o The law provided that there be a board of six directors in each school ais-
trict of each county. They were charged with establishing schools, hiring teachers,
selecting text books, and estimating the cost of constructing or renting buildings.
Their compensation was set at $3 per day and mileage. Each board was to have a
secretary at $3 per day. It was the duty of the directors to establish a school
wherever the parents or guardians of 25 children of school age should make written
appliecation for it. « (Ibid., pp. 8-10.)

The program was the subject of much bitter controversy but "when the recon-
structionists surrendered the government to the democracy in 1876, the puhlie school
system which they had fathered had become firmly established, its efficiency in-
creased, and its administration nade somewhat less exvensive than at first. There
does not seem t0 have been any disposition upon the part of the Democrats to abolish
it or impair its efficiency."™ (Garner, Op. cit., pp. 370-71,)

The Constitution of 1830 provided for & county superintendent of education but
kept the office appointive by the state board of education with the coundition that
the Legislature could make the office elective {(Const., 1890, sec. 204)., In 1892
the office was made elective in all counties except Adams, Sherkey, Sunflower, Tate,
Bolivar, Coahoma, DeSoto, Grenada, Hinds, Issaguena, Panola, Warren, Washington, and
Yazoo (Code, 1892, sec. 4258)e In 1896 the office was made elective in Bolivar,
DeSoto, Issaquena, Panole, Sharkey, Yazoo, and Tate Counties (L, M., 1896, chapt.
108); in 1900 in Coahoma County (L. M., 1900, chapt. III); and in 1904 in Hinds
County (L« M., 1904, chapt. 127); and in 1806 in all remaining counties (gggg, 1906,
secse 4809-10).

In 1932 the Brookings Institution in making its report on the organization end
administration of state and county governmet in Misgissippi hed this to say in ref-
erence to the school system and to the superintendént of education: "Local school
government in Mississippi involves many different agencies. On the county level
there ig the county superintendent of education, the county school board, and the
county board of supervisors. There are five different types of school ¢istricts
with different forms of boards for each. In addition to the regular schools pro-
vided through these egencies there is the county agricultural high school with its
board of trustees, some of which have been developed into junior colleges. The
city school districts have a type of government much like that of city school gov-
ernment in other stetes, but in the rural types of districts locel government in
Mississippi represents e nurber of unique featurese.

#T0cal school government is & county-local system in which the county superin-
tendent is the most prominent as well as dominating element..e..The duties of the
county superintendent of education as stated in the law are administrative rather
than supervisory. Furthermore, a large portion of these administrative duties are
financial. The origin of this unusual situation probably lies in the fact that in
the earlier days the schools were small and isolated, that they were kept open for
only a few months of the year and that the small eamount of funds required to run
them ceme largely from the state and the county.

"There are five different types of school districts as follows:

1. common School District: This term is used to designate the ordinery rural
school district, usually containing nine whole square miles laid out according to
the congressional survey plan. ;
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2. Consolidated District: This district is formed by consolideting two or
more common school districts; end it must contain a minimum area of ten square
miles, It was the first type of district to heve the authority to transport pu-
pils. It conteins but one school which in & grest majority of ceses has both ele=-
mentary and high school grsdes, the number of pupils in the lstter being as low as
30 and the total enrollment as low as 150, A

3s Special Consolideted Districts: This is the newest type of district--it
is popularly known as the "super-consolidated district.™ It is intended that the
consolidated districts unite to form the larger district. The minimum number of
squere miles is 20, and of pupils, 250.

4, Municipal Separate District: This is similer to the ususl independent
school district consisting of the territory within the corporste limits of & mu-
nicipality 2nd territory thet may be added theretos

5. Rurcl Seperate Districts: According to the lsw this is to consist of “eny
unencumbered district with an assessed veluation of not less then $200,000 or any
unincorporated district of not less than sixteen square miles orgenized by the coun~
ty school bosrd in which a free public school is mainteined for at least séven months
with an average of not less than 25 children." Before the deys of the consolideted
distriet there were 80 or 80 of these in the more progressive communities. Meny of
them have recently been mode consolidsted districts." (Institute for Government Re-
scerch of the Brookings Institution, op. cit., pp. 828-29.)

Because of favorable conditions the superintendents of education in Forrest
County have been sble to develop & well-organized system of education. The indus-
trial-agricultural economy of the county (see Historical Sketch, pe 5, sugra.)‘has
enabled the people to pay their taxes and thus provide an edequate income for the
school system. For 1935-37 the public school funds amounted to $286,364.46, giving
Forrest County tenth place among the 82 counties of the state in school income (J.

S. Vandiver, comp. and ed., Biennial Report of the Stcte Superintendent of Educa-
tion to the Legislature of Mississippi, 1935-1937, Jeckson, Miss., 1937, pp. 66=70)s '

Since 1908, when the county was organized, much progress has been mede in con-
solidating end standardizing the schools and in educeting the negro children., In
1908 there were 36 school districts end with 51 schools for white children, and there
were 13 one-room rural schools for negro children. At the present time there are
for white children, one common school district with one elementsry school; three con-
solidated school districts, two with one elementary school each, and one with a four
year high school; two special consolidated school distriets, one with an accredited
four-yesr high school @nd two elementery schools, end the other with an accredited
agricultural high school asnd four elementary schools; znd one separete school dis-
trict with en accredited high school and five elementery schools, For negro children
there are now five eight-month consolidsted schools in the rurel districts; the For=
rest County Consolidated Trzining School in Hattiesburg, end the Eureka high school
in Hettiesbureg. (Bulletinlyg. 89, Stete Department of Education, Jackson, Miss.,
19374 D 2. !

Forrest County does not msintein a junior college. Stete Teechers! College
(see Historical Sketch, p. B, sugre.) cnd the Womsn's College, & Baptist denomina-
tional school (Rowlend, op. cit., vole II, p. 501), both four-yeer, accredited col-
leges situcted in Hettiesburg, meke it unnecessary for the county to supply facili-
ties for higher education.

During the first month of the school term the principzl tezcher, except in
separste school districts, must meke an enumerction of the educzble school children
in the district and deliver & copy of the report to the superintendent. Teachers
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must meke monthly reports and a final term report. (Code, 1930, secs. 6635-36.)
Trustees of separate school districts are required to report to the superintendent
all expenses to conform with the finasncial report the superintendeat must meke to
the state board of education (ibide., Sec. 6665, art. 14). The board of trustees

of the agricultural high school at Brooklyn is directed to make annually a detailed
statement of receipts and disbursements to the board of supervisors and to the su-
perintendent (ibid., sec. 6682).

Unless otherwise designated the records of the superintendent of education ere
kept in his office.

Administrative

182, SUPERINTENDENT'S RECORD, 1908--~. 47 file boxes.
Original records of school administrative and financial effeoirs, including official
actions of county school board, 1908-31, 1934, and boerds of trustees, names of
teachers examined, licensed, snd employed, transportation rules, regulations, and
salaries, monthly progress reports, lists of schools visited by superintendent, mis=-
cellaneous correspondence, copies of monthly and term reports made by teachers, an-
nual reports of superintendent to st=te superintendent, 1908-29, and general informa-
tion concerning county schools. TFiled chron. No index. Hdw. and typed on ptd.
forms 11 'x 2% x 14,

For superintendent's reports 1930--, see entry 184.

183, COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD RECORDS, 1932-333; 1935~-, 2 file boxese
Original proceedings of meetings of county school board, including orders and reso=
lutions, petitions filed end grented, official pay rolls, contracts, correspondence,
end miscellaneous metters. Arr. chrone No index. Typed. 12 x4 x 12'and 8 x 1
X 328

For county school board records 1908-32 and for 1934, see entry 182,

184,  OFFICE FILE, GENER/L, 1930--. 1 file boxe
Carbon @opies of superintendent's annual report to state superintendent of education,
financial reports, cancelled nctes, orders to hold selaries of tecchers, and other
employees, petitions, teachers' zpplications, bids for schcol tronsportetion con=
tracts, correspondence amnd miscellaneous insurence policiess Filed chron. No in-
dex. Hdwe. and typedes 12 x 4 x 12,

For additional genersl records, see entries 182, 183.

Financial
(see also entries 6, 8, 9-13, 172, 182, 206)

185, COUNTY ACCOUNTS, TEACHERS, 1935--=. 1 vol,
Ledger accounts with each teacher, begun in 1935, showing neme of teecher,; name of
séhool, district, certificate number, date, purpose, amount, and remarks. Arr.
chron. Indexed alph. by neme of teacher. Hdwe on ptd. forme 272 ppe 12 X 6 x 1.

186. PAY ROLLS, ADULT EDUCATION, 1935=~=. 1 file boxe
Originzl time reports of persons engaged in WPA adult educational work, showing name
of employee, Sex, address, identification number, number of hours worked per day,
rete of pay per hour, total emounte Filed chron. by date report mede. No indexe
Typed on ptd. forme 8 x 1 x 124
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187, PAY CERTIFICATE STUBS, 1908--, 48 vols,
Stubs of pey certificates issued by superintendent to teachers end other depart-
mental employee, showing number, term of school, date issued, name of school, dis=—
trict, peyee, amount, to whom delivered. Employees present the certificete to the
chancery clerk who issues warrants in peyment of services rendered. Arr. numer. by
certificete no, Hdw. on ptd, form. 200 pp. 18 x 12 x 1.

Teachers
(See also entries 182, 184-187, 192-196, 198, 201)

188. TEACHERS APPLICATIONS, 1935--, 2 file boxes,
Original applications made by teachers for positions, showing name, address, grade
of license held, expérience, general cverace of examinations taken, grade applying
for, salary expected, and reference. Filed chron. by date applicetion made. No
indexs Hdws  8'x 1 x 124

189, EXAMINING BOARD, 1931-34. 1 file boxe
Originel examination questions received frcm state superintendent of education and
teachers' special exemination papers.

Subsequent records of examining board kept at State Teachers!'College, Hatties=~
burgs

190. RECORD OF TEACHERS LICENSES, 1908--, 1 vol.
Records of licenses issued t0 and contrects made with school teachers, showing dete
recorded, certificate number, grade, license number, neme of teacher, eddress, age,
race, date of tremsfer, subject grades, aver:sge grade, expiration dete of license.
Arr. chron. by date recorded., Indexed alph. by neme of teacher. Hdw. on ptd. form,
210 ppe 18 x 18 x 1.

191. APPLICATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS, ADULT EDUCATION, 1935--. 1 file boxe
Original applications and appointments of teechers engaged in WPA adult educationzl
program, showing date, neme of teacher, age, sex, address, race, educationsl quel-
ificetions, name and location of college attended, and teeching experience. Filed
chron., No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 8 x 1 x 12,

For additionel sdult educetion records, see entry 186.

Reports
(See also entries 182, 184, 186)

192. REPORTS OF DEMONSTRATION SCHOOL, STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE, 1931--.. 1 file
boxa ;
Original reports of teachers attending Stete Teachers' Cullege Demonstretion School,
showing name of teccher, gredes taught, scholestic year, date of opening and closing
term, enrollments, days taught, end average attendance. Filed chron. No index.
Hdw, on ptde. forms 12 x 4 x 12.

193, REPORTS AND GENERAL FILE, 1931--. 23 file boxess
Miscellansous papers including original reports mede to superintendent by teachers
and by school bus drivers, reports of elections of trustees, bus drivers' contracts,
petitions, end miscellaneous orders. Filed chron. No index. Bdw. end typed., 12
x4 x 12, -
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194. REPORTS HATTIESBURG CITY SCHOOLS, (Title Varies), 1931l--. 2 file boxes.
Reports to superintendent made by city schools pertaining to transfer of county pu-
pils to city schools and to teachers' schedules and salaries, showing name of pupil,
age, sex, race, grade, name of school from which transferred, name of school to
which transferred, name of teacher, school, salery, remarks. Filed chron. No in-
dexs . Typed. . 18 x 4 x 12 and 8 x 1 x 12,

195. INSTITUTE REPORTS (GENERAL), 1925-35. 1 file boxe
Copies of original report cards of teachers and students attending summer schools,
showing name of teacher or student, neme of school attended, .address, race, Sex,
training, experience, dete of entrence, courses taken, date completed, and grade
of license helds Filed chron. No index. Typed on ptd. form. 12 x 4 x 12.

196. REPORTS TO BCARD CF SUPERVISORS, 1935--. 1 file boxe
Ccerbon copies of superintendents monthly reports to board of supervisors, showing
names of teachers rcceiving pay certificstes, smount of certificates, s tatement of
number of schools visited, date of visit, and time spent in each school; also names
of school bus drivers receiving certificetes and amount paid eech. Arr. chron. No
index. Typed. 8 x 1 x 10.

Insurance
(See slso entries 15, 182, 199)

197, INSURANCE ACCOUNTS, 1935--, 1 file boXe
sotements of insurance on school property, showing whether insurence is paid or
unpaid end approval of board of trustees. Arr. chron. No index, Hdw. on ptd.
forme  Bix 1 x 30%

Agricultural High School
(See also entry 11)

198, MINUTE BOOK, FORREST COUNTY TRUSTEES AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL, 1912-20.
L yale

Record of proceedings of the monthly meetings of the board of trustees of the For-
rest County agricultursl high school including names of teachers employed and finan-
cial statistics and statements. Arr. chron. by dete of meetinges No indexe. Hdwe
196 ppe 18 x 18 x 1

Subsequent records of proceedings now kept in office of agricultural high
school at Brooklyn.

199, MATTERS, FORREST COUNTY AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL, 1930--. 1 file boXe
Miscellaneous matters of the Forrest County agriculturel high school, including
insurence policies, notes paid, accounts payable and receivable, pupils' reports,
vocationel reports, bids, eppointment of trustees, end copiss of reports made to
superintendent. Filed chron. No index. Hdw. cnd typede 12 x 4 x 12

Schaol Children

200, ~EDUCABLE CHILDREN IN FORREST COUNTY, 1908=-, 10 vols.
Lists of educable children, showing township, section, range, town or city, ncme
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of parents, name of child, race, age, sex, address, school attending, Arr. chron.
No index. Hdw. and typed on ptde form. 150 pp. 12 x 8 x 1. Ch. clerk's va.

201. STATE DEPARTMENT (GENERAL ACCREDITING COMMISSION), 1933-~. 2 file boxes.
carbom copies of reports made by superintendent to state superintendent of education,
showing attendence and achievements of pupils and schools, name of pupil, age, sex,
rege, grade, grade progress tebles, and score cards for schools and teachers. Filed
chron. by date report msde. No index. Typed. 12 x 4 x 12,

For additional records of reports, see entries 182, 184,

Adult Education
(See also entries 183, 191)

202, CORRESPONDENCE, ADULT EDUCATION, 1935=--. 2 file boxes,
Letters from state WPA officials to superintendent, teachers, and county leaders
pertaining to the adult education work in Forrest County. Filed chron. No index.
Typeds « 8 X'} x 12,4

203, INSTRUCTIONS (ADULT EDUCATION), 1935--. 1 file boxe
Bulletins, instructions, and letters from state board of education and county
leaders relative to WPA sdult education program in Forrest County. Filed chrone
No index. Typed. 8 x 1 x 12,

Correspondence’
(See elso entries 202, 203)

204, STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 1935--. 5 file boxese
Letters from stete department of education pertaining to rehabilitation, legisla-
tion, taxation, end school divisions. Filed chron. No index. 8 x 1 x 10,

205, WATTERS OF MISSISSIPPI EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 1934~--, 1 file box.
Letters from Mississippi Educational Association to superintendent relative to gen-
erel affairs of the orgenization. Filed chron. No index. 8 xlixid0g

206. CORRESPONDENCE WITH BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, 1935--. 1 file boxe
Letters from superintendent to the board and from the board to the superintendent
pertaining to financial effeirs. Filed chron. No index. Typed. 8 x 1 x 12,

XVI. HEALTH DEPARTMENT

A part-time heelth officer for Forrest County was appointed in 1909 by the
stete board of health (Biennial Report of the Stete Board of Health, 1908-09, Jack-

son, Miss., 1909, pe. 37), under the provisions of the 1aws of 1906 (Code, 1906, secs
2491) . e

The duties of the health officer were to enforce the rules and regulations of
the stete boerd of heslth in the prevention ond spread of 211 contagious, infectious
or epidemic diseases, to investigete and examine into the causes of the diseases,
end to recommend rules and regulations to remedy the diseasese

The chicf accomplishment in heslth work in the county from 1909 until 1915 was
the eradication and control of hookworm (Bienniel Report of the Stote Board of Health,
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1913-15, Jackson, Miss., 1915, pp. 12, 24), Largely as a result of the apparent
henefits of the application of sound sanitation and other wublic health measures

at Gamp Shelby located in the southern part of the county during the World Wer

(see Historical Sketch, p. 6, supra, ), 'a full-time county health department was
established in Forrest County October 1, 1921 (Public Health and Licensure in
Mississippi, 1798-1937, Jackson, Miss., 1937, pes 63; "Minutes of the Board of Su-
pervisors", vol. 8, D« 246, see entry 2). At that time the board of supervisors
appropriated $2,500 and the city of Hettiesburg appropriated $2,500 to match $5,000
given by the state board of health (ibid.),

The general program of the department has been toc disseminate information con-
cerning the cause and prevention of comnmunicable diseases through newspapers, lec-
tures, talks, motion pictures, radio, literature and personal contacts. Periodic
health examinations of adults have been especially stressed by the local health de-
partment in an effort to check the death rate from discases non-commnicahle but
productive of a high death rate, such as cancer, nephritis, heart disease and dia-
betes. (Biennial Report of the Stete Board of Health, 1935-37, Jackson, Miss.,
1937, p. 128)

In 1931 a tuberculosis case~finding program was macde one of the major activi-
ties of the Forrest County Health Department. More than 1,500 school children and
youthful industrial employees have been given this test. (Ibid., p. 130.) Other
phases of the program arc pre-natal, infant and maternal care, child health, rural
and urban ssnitation, and malaria ¢ontrol. The local anpropriation for a full-time
technician was withdrawn October 1, 1932 but the WPA has surplied one continuously
since that time. More than 4,000 specimens have heen examined in the local labora-
tory and in addition 4,066 specimens have been sent to the state hygienic laboratory,
(Ibide, Ppe 130-32,)

The director of the health de¢partment of Forrest County is, as the law requires,
a graduate physicien, well-trsined in health werk. He is selected by the board of
supervigors on the rccommendation of the state boerd of health. (Code, 1930, secs
49264)

The director's duties in general are: to enforce all health laws of Forrest
County uncer the supervision and direction of the state bosrd of health, or its ex-
cecutive committee, and to make such investigations of health problems and recommend
and institute such measures as may he necessary, under the direction and supervision
of the state boerd, and to make reports to the board of all matters concerning the
sanitary conditions of the county in the manner prescribed by the board (ibid., sec.
4927)s  He is also required to kecep an accurate record of all the activities of the
health department for the use of the public eand for infommation to the state board
(ibide, Sece 4930).

The state bosrd of health which directs the health work of Forrest County
through its executive officer, is composed of ten members, nine of whom are ap-
pointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the senate. Eight of these
are physicians while the ninth is a dentist recormended by the state dental associ-
ation. The executive officer, the tenth member, is elected by the board ant acts
as state health officer and secretary of the board. The term of office is six yesrs
with the terms of three of the members expiring every two years (ibid., sec., 4868),

To obtain well-balanced, efficient health service in the county the state
board is divided into nine burecaus; administrative and health education; vital
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stetistics; stete hygienic leboratory; sanitary engineering; county health work;
communicable diseases; child hygiene a2nd public health nursing; factory inspection
and industrial hygiene; and tuberculosis and tuberculosis sanitorium. In the main,
the work of the health department of Forrest County falls into these same nine di-
visions and the director of the depertment is responsible to the stete board for
the performence cf the work.

The personnel of the Forrest County health department consists of the director,
two nurses, a senitetion inspector, and a secretary-clerk. The appropriation for
the unit for 1935 was $8,333.33 and for 1936 $8,500.00. (Biennial Report of the
Stete Board of Health, 1985-37, Jackson, Miss., 1937, p. 128; "Minutes of the Board of
Supervisors", vol. 15, p. 556, see entry 2.)

Only during the last few years has the health department kept any permanent rec-
ords. The directors’reports were sent to the stete board of health et Jackson, &nd
as e rule, they kept no copies, The state board has gradually developed & standard
reporting system and a uniform system of records. In 1934 a Record Manuel was adop=
ted for use in all health units. On Jenuery 1, 1938 a revised Record Menuel was
distributeds It contzins 510 pages end includes approximetely 125 standerd forms to
be used in administrative and clerical procedure end in reporting vital statistics,
communicable disesse records, sanitetion records, and lesborztory datae

The records of the depertment are kept in the office of the depertment.

Reports

207, MONTHLY REPORTS, 1928==. 9 file boxes.
Carbon copies of stendard monthly numerical morbidity report made by director of
health department to the bureau of communiceble diseases of the state board of
health, showing name of county, month, number of diseases reported by physicians,
name of diseese, white, black, total, number of active physicians in the county,
number failing to report, neme end aeddress of eny illegel practitioner, name &nd
address of any physicien who has moved into county, name and address of any phy-
sician who has moved out of county during the month, name, address, &ge, color,
whether active or inactive, &nd ceuse of deeth of any physician who hes died during
the month, names and addresses of physicians failing so report, signature of county
health officer, and dete. Filed chron. by month of report. No index. Typed on
ptd. form. 16 x 12 x 24, i

Vitel Statistics
(See also entries 103-106)

208« CERTIFICATES OF BIRTH, 1912--. 24 file boxes.
Duplicete birth certificetes shcwing county, district, 2nd registration number,
precinet, village, or city, hospital, full name of child, sex, if plurel births,
twin or triplet, number in order of birth, premature, legitimete, month end day of
birth, father's full name; address, rece, age, birthplace, occupation, mother's
full maiden neme, sddress, race, age, birthpleace, occupation, if stillborn, signas=-
‘ture and certificete of physician or midwife, time filed with registrar and signa-
ture of pregistrar. Filed alphe by name of child, No index. Hdw. on ptd. form.
16 X X Ay
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209. DEATH CERTIFICATES, 1912--. 24 file boxes.
Duplicate death certificates showing number of certificate, place and dete of death,
full name of deceased, personal and statistical particulars, occupation, name and
birthplace of father and mother, name of informant, place and date of burial, cre-
mation or removal, medical certificate of deeth, additional statements of physician,
signature of physician, date of filing with registrar. Filed alph. by name of de-
ceased.s No index. Hdw. on ptde. form. 16 x 12 x 24.

Examinations

210, PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS OF SCHOOL CHIIDREN, 1935~-. 12 file boxes.
Ccard record of physical examinations of school children, showing name of child, race,
sex, age, address, date of birth, names of parents, name of school attending, grade,
nutrition, deformities, posture, skin, ears, eyes, nose, teeth, throat, glands, heart,
lungs, hearing, vision, parents' attendance, name of examiner, tests given, disease
experience, examiner's notes, and physician's orders. Filed alphe. by name of child.
No index. Hdwe on ptd. forme 8 x 3 x 12,

211, INFANTS AND PRE-SCHOOL RECORBS, 1934~--. 4 file boxesS.
card record of examinations of infants and pré-school children, showing name of
child, race, sex, age, address, date of birth, names of parents, name of examining
vhysicien, immnizetion end clinical tests, disease experience, findings and physSi-
cian's notes, general health habits, feedings, service rendered, comments on pro=
gress, and summery of physicien's orders. Filed alphe by neme of childe No index.
HdWoA on ptde forme 8 x 6 x 244

212. REPORTS OF CHEST EXAMINATIONS, 1936--. 1 file boxs
Original reports of chest examinetions, showing neme of patient, address, age, race,
sex, physical findings, X-Ray findings, diagnosis, recommendations. Filed alphe by
neme of patient. No index. Typed on ptd. forme 8 X 6 x 14,

Commuricable Diseases

213, EPIDEMIOLOGICAL RECORDS, 1934--. 1 file boxe
Card record of epidemiologicel cases, showing neme of patient, age, sex, color,
type of disease, esddress, name of physician referring patient to health depertment,
occupation, date of onset, first visit, immunized, family case history of disease,
other members of household, ege, sex, employed where end occupation or school at-
tended, laborztory data, information about present case, probsble source of infec-
tion, pessible mode of infection, senitery surroundings, possible source contacts
other than femily, lcboratory dats, privete physician's orders, consultations,
special trestment, record of visits and additional epidemiological data, spread
contacts of present case, laboretory data, Filed alph. by nemo of patient. NoO
index, Hdw. on ptd. form. 8 x 6 x 10,

214, TUBERCULIN TESTS, 1932--. 1 file boxe
Cerd record of tuberculin tests made, showing neme of patient, 2ge, sex, race, ad-
dress, status, dete and source of infection, contacts, date of tests, amount, end
result. Filed alphe by neme of patient. No index, Hdwe ‘on ptde forms 6 x 4 X
30,




Pension Boerd of Inquiry (215-220)

215." VENEREAL DISEASE RECORD, 1935--. 2 file boxes.
Card record of Wassermann tests given, showing name of pdtient, age, sex, rece, ad-
dress, marital status, dete and source of infection, contacts, laboratory data, phy-
sical examinetion, remsrks, treatment end progress, and summery of previous treat-
ments. Filed alphe by neme of patient. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 8 x 6 x 12.

Immunizations

816, CASE RECORDS, CLOSED AND ACTIVE, 1934--, 3 file boxess
Card record of imminizetion cases, closed and active, showing name of patient, age,
sex, racey address, immunization and clinical tests, disease experience, family con=-
tact record, findings of physical exsminetion, service rendered, comment on progress
made, summary of physician's orders, date, and neme of worker. Filed alph. by name
of patients No index. Hdwe. on ptd. forms 8 x 6 x 16.

217. IMMUNIZATION REPORTS, 1930--, 4 file boxes,
Reports of smallpox veccinations, and diptheria and typhoid fever inoculetions, show-
ing neme of patient, cge, sex, race, eddress, dete of vaceination or inoculation, and
resultses Filed alphe by neme of patient. No index. Hdw, on ptdes form. 6 x 4 x 24,

Laborestory Reports

218. REPORTS OF LABORATORY AND MICROSCCPIC EXAMINATIONS, 1932--. 4 file boxes.
Reports of exeminations for malarie, typhoid fever, and tuberculosis, shcwing name
of petient, age, sex, race, address, date of exsmination, and result. . Filed alphe.
by neme of patients No index. Hdwe. on ptds forme« 8 x 6 x 28,

219, RECORD OF MICROSCOPIC TESTS, 1936--=. 1 folder.
Card record of miscroscopic examinations, showing date of exemination, neme of pa=
tient, age, reace, sex, address, name of physician, result of examination, disease,
and date teeatede Filed chrons No indexe. Hdw. on ptd. forme 12 x 10 x 1.

Miscellaneous

220¢ APPLICATIONS FOR TONSILECTOMY, 1936~-=. 1 file boxe
Applications for tonsilectomies by persons unable to pay, showing name of patient,
eddress, age, rece; sex, neme of perents, neme of family physicien, own home or
rent, value of home,if mortgeged, income in family, and signature of spplicent.
Filed ohrone No index. Hdw. on ptd. forme 8 x 1 x 12,

XVII., PENSION BOARD OF INQUIRY

The Legislature appropriasted funds to pay pensions to Confederate soldiers and
sailors, widows of Confederate scldiers end sailers, «nd servents of Gonfederate sol-
diers and sailors (Cucde, 1892, sec. 3226). These funds ere allocated and are dis-
tributed locally hy the pension beasrd of inquiry crected in 1898 (L. M., 1898, chapt.
36) end organized in Forrest County in 1908.

This board, appointed by the board of supervisors, is composed of five persons
originelly selected 2nd recommended to the board by the ccunty camp of Confederate
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veterans; the county attorney; and a world war veteran, As there is no cemp of
tonfederate veterans in Forrest County - only two veterans are still living in the
county - the board of supervisors appoints the members of the board of inguiry and
fills all vacancies. (Code, 1930, sec. 5812.)

The board was organized in Forrest County to receive, inquire into, and’'pass
upon applications for pensions filed by all Confederate soldiers and sailors, by
widows of soldiers and sailors, and by disabled servants of Confederate soldiers
and sailors. Pensioners are placed in four classes and have been peid steadily
inecreasing sums. In 1930 pensioners were paid sums quarterly ranging from $40 a
year to $1 a day. (:ggg., sece. 5807,) The rate of pay was reduced in 1932 as an
economy measure but was increased in 1936 (L. M., 1932, pp. 572-73; L. M., 1936,
ppe 594-95). A law approved February 15, 1938 made further increases, confederate
soldiers and sailors, widows of soldiers and sailors married prior to January 1,
1866 receive $480 per year payable $40 on the first of each month; widows of sol-
diers and sailors married between January 1, 1866 and January 1, 1875 are paid
$300 per year payable $25 on the first. of each month; widows of 'soldiers and sailors
married between January 1, 1875 and January 1, 1900 receive §180 per year payable
$15 on the first of each month; and servants of soldiers and sailors who did not
desert during service reccive $120 per year peysble $10 on the first of each month.
A1l widows who are blind, regardless of any mode of classification, except those
married prior to January 1, 1866, receive $30 per month. (L. M., 1938, pp. 245-46.)

In Forrest County there are 19 pensioners: two veterans, class one, who receive
2§)each per month; six widows, class two, who receive $25 each per month; ten widows,

class three, who receive $15 each per month; and one servant who receives $10 per
month ("Clerk's Statement of 1938 Pension Roll" in "Warraht Receipts", see entry 11).

The board mcets at least twice annually in Forrest County. It is given power
to summon witnesses, administer oaths, and take proof. The chancery clerk is the
ex~-officio clerk of the board and as such he receives and keeps one copy of appli-
‘cations for pensions and forwards the duplicetes of approved pensions to the state
auditor. (Code, 1930, secs. 5812, 5822,)

The state auditor places the Forrest County pension funds in the county de-
pository snd the chancery clerk as clerk of the board of supervisors issues warrants
to the pensioners(ibid., sec. 5818). He is required to make an annual report to
the state auditor showing reccipts and disbursements of the pension fund (ibid.)
and he must post and publish during the first week in December of each year a list
of all nemes approved as pensioners by the board of inquiry (ibid., sec. 5812). The
record the clerk keeps of pensions granted is called the Pension ion Roll.

221, PENSION APPLICATIONS, 1908--, 2 vols, (1, 2). Last entry, 1922:
Original applications for pensions filed by Confederate soldiers and sailors,
widows of Confederste soldiers and sailors, and servants of Cunfederate soldiers,
and sailors. Veterans applications show statement of citizenship in the United
States and in Mississippi, county of residence, dete and place of enlistment, names
of officers of company, regiment, or vessel or number of regiment and letter of
the compeny, age, length of service, whether or not wounded, whether or not in
prison, date discharged, present occupation, property owned, names of relatives;
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widows applicetions show statement of citizenship in Mississippi, county of resi-
dence, dote of marrisge to deceased soldier or sailor, age, and date concerning.
service record of deceased husband; servent's applicetions show statement of citi-
zenship in Mississippi, county of residence, dates of beginning and end of service
and nature of service, nature of disability and destitution, name of soldier or
sailor whom he served, statement thet he was honcrebly paroled or discharged and
that he did not desert. All spplicetions are verified by oath or affirmetion over
signature of applicent and over signatures of one or more credib.le witnesses. Apr.
chron. by dete filed., Indexed alph. by neme of applicaents Hdwe on ptde form. 350
PDe 36 %10 XSk Che 0161'1{'5 offe

222, PENSION ROLL, 1908-22¢ 1 vols Discontinued as separate record. Roll
now kept in Warrant Receipts, entry 1lle
Record of pensions grented to Confederate soldiers and sailors, widows of Confed-
erate soldiers and sailors end servants of Confedercte soldiers and sailors, show-
ing name of pensioner, residence, amount of quarterly vpayments Arr. chrcn. by date

pension grented. Indexed alph, by name of pensioner. Hdw. on ptds form. 16 x 12
x 15+ Ch. clerk's off,

XVIII. SURVEYOR

The constitutional office of surveyor (Const., 1890, sec. 135) was established
in Forrest County in 1908, (See Governmental Orgenization eand Records Systen, ‘ps 7
supré.) He was required to meke bond in the penalty of $1,000 and his duties were
specified as follows: to execute all orders of survey directed to him by any court;
to make all surveys of land within the county, at the request of the owners or pro-
prietors; and to do whatsoever in the surveying, meesuring, and dividing of land
thet wes required of him by any perscn. (Code, 1906, sécs. 4954=58.) The qualifi=-
cetions and duties at present sre the same (Code, 1930, secSs 7139-56)s

After the board of supervisors had employed some competent person to establish
the true meridian, the surveyor wes required to edjust snnually any instrument used
by him in making surveys (Code, 1906, secs, 4970-71; Code, 1930, secss 7155-56)s

The office has functioned continucusly except from 1920 to 1924 when there wes
no candidate for office. (See List of County Officials, pe 111, infra.) Compensa=~
tion is derived fron fees paid by parties engeging the services of the surveyor or
by allowances in the bill of costS if the services are rendered in obedience to &
court order (Code, 1906, sec. 2189-90; Cude, 1930, sec, 1800). The surveyor re=
ceives $10 for each day's ettendance in meking & survey, $5 for a plat of the sur=
vey and & statement of the contents and certificate of survey, #3 for each additional
plat; $2 for eech chain-carrier for each day, and $1.50 for recording each survey
(ibide; secs 1709).

A surveyor was provided for each county by the laws drafted in 1799 by Gover-
nor Winthrop Sergent and the Territorial judges, to be appointed by the governor and
to serve during good behavicr. His duties included éxecuting all orders of survey
directed by any court, making surveys for the county, and replacing worn and defaced
boundary merkers. Compensation for his work was determined as follows: "for going
to, and returning from a view, per ddy, thirty miles per day, one hundred and seve
enty-five centse For going to, attending the court on triel, and returning, per
day, one hundred and seventy-five cents". (Sargent's Code, 1799, p. 68.)
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In 1817 the county courts were authorized to recommend surveyors for each
county to’'the governor who appointed end cormissioned them. Surveyors' bonds were
set at $2,000 but the duties remained the same as originelly prescribed. (Le Mey
1817, ps 65,)

The Constitution of 1832 established the office s2nd made it elective bienni-
ally (Const., 1832, art. V, sec. 19), the Constitution of 1869 included the office
but made no change in it (Const., 1869, art. V, sec. 21), but the Constitution of
1890 increased the term of office tc four years (Const., 1890, sec. 135).

As early as 1811 owners or proprietors of land surveyed or re-merked were re-
quired to record the surveyor's reports and certificstes (Turner's Digest, 1816,
p. 16) but it was not until 1892 that the surveyor himself wes directed to record
his surveys (Code, 1892, sec. 4398).

Specifically he was obligeted to record in & suitable book provided for him
by the board of supervisors and kept in the office of the chancery clerk, all sur-
veys mede by him and all surveys mede by other surveyors by the order of £ gourte
It was prescribed that the record book should be so made as to heve the left-hand
pages for diagrams, to be numbered progressively, and the right-hand pages for
notes and remarks; and that diagrems should not be drawn to & scale leSs than one
inch to 20 chains. The record was to show the course snd distance of all lines
run, and the number of acres contained in each piece of land surveyed; the time
when, the name of the person by whom, and the person for whom the survey was medej
a description of all witness trees or monuments marked on the survey, with their
respective bearings and distsnces; and the variations of the magnetic from the
true meridian. The record was to be kept accuretely indexed and references made
in it in a suitzble manner to eech survey recorded. (Code, 1906, sec. 4963.) The
same procedure is prescribed for the present incumbent (Code, 1930, Sec, 7148).

The surveyor of Forrest County is elso the county engineer. (See County Engi-
neer below. }

223, RECORD OF SURVEYS, 1902--, 2 vols.
Transcribed record of surveys msde from 1902-7 in the Second Judicial District of
Perry County which became Forrest County in 1908, and record of surveys made im
Forrest County, 1908-~, showing diagrams, field notes, and remerks, bearings, wit-
ness trees, monuments, distances, number of survey, for whom made, dates mrde and
recorded, and signature of surveyor. Hdw. on ptd. form and hand sketcheds. Arre
chron. by dete survey mede. Indexed alph. by name of owner or proprietor. 200 pps
16 x /3Rl '8y ' Ch, "cleplct st ofD,

XIX, COUNTY ENGINEER

The board of supervisors of Forrest County voted to employ an engineer on
August 15, 1936. The county surveyor wes appointed to the office &t & salary of
$150, per month. (™Minutes of the Board of Supervisors", vol. 15, p. 488, see
entry 2,)

In 1924 the Legislature authorized all counties to retsin &s county engineer
8 civil engineer or person gualified to perform the duties of county engineer, The
lew made it mandetory thet & qualified engineer be employed for the construction or
reconstruction of & bridge costing more than $5,000 or for the construction or re-
construction of roads costing more than $5,000 per mile, whether the work be done
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by the county or a separate district or whether the work be done by contract or
otherwise. The law provided that in obligatory cases the employment of an engineer
might be for the particular work, rather than for a teri. (Code, 1930, seces 6405.)

The duties of the engineer are: to prepare &ll plans and estimates for the con=
struction of bridges and to superintend their construction; to meke all estimates
and plens of work to be done in the construction and maintenasnce of reads end super=
intend the work; to report to the board of supervisors as to what work should be
done to keep up and meintein properly all rozds and bridges in the county; 2nd to
check over and report to the board of supervisors on all estimetes before payment by
the board for work done an public roads (ibid., sec. 6406) o

That Forrest County may coopercte with the stete highway commission in the con-
struction of rocds under its supervision, end to reduce the expense of such work, the
county engineer mey be required to furnish plans and estimates and superintend such
work (ibid.).

The enginecer is not required to keep any permanent records. His reports, plans,
specifications, estimates, recommendstions, 2nd approvals ere shown in the Minutes
of the Board of Supervisors, entry 2; in the Metters of the Board of Supervisors,
entry 33 end in Road Petitions, entry 4.

XX. RANGER

Tne coroner is the Ezfofficio renger of Forrest County (L, M., 1871, chapte
COCXCIII). The office hes functioned since the orgunization.sf the county in 1908.
(See Governmentel Orgenizetion end Records System, p. 7, Supre.j See 8lso Coroner,
pe 69, supra.)

The renger has general jurisdictioﬁ over estrays end he is suthorized 1o ad-
minister all ocsths and take offidavits necessary in the discharge of his duties.
(Code, 1930, secsa 5449-656)

The office of renger wcs officially esteblished in Mississippi by the aet of
December 24, 1812 which gave the governor power to Mappoint some suitable person
in each and every county..estd hold the office of 'renger', enter into bond of
$500 payable to the chief justice...keep & book in which he shall register all
certificates of strays delivered to him by the taker-up of streys.ss.sand file the
same in reguler orderssssto cause a coOpy of the certificates of every sppraisement
to be published in the neerest newspaper three times...make out a fair and correet
list of all strays end affix the seme £% the dcor cf the court=houses.ss0n the
first dey of ecch term....and within three months after each such appointment,
shall reside or keep an open office within one mile of the county court-house or
the place where court is usually held". (Turner's Digest, 1818, pe 394.)

Prior to this legisldticn, by the get of Msrch 4, 1803, revised and amended
Februsry 10, 1897, justices of the county courts were required to erect a pound
.ot their respective courthouses and appoint some person to take care of the pounde °
The clerks cf the courts kept ,records of 211 strays delivered to the pound. (Ibid,,
pp. 391, 395.)
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By the law of 1812 the ranger wes required to sell all strays after 12 months
if no owner appeared, and deliver the net proceeds of the sales to the county treas-
urer after deducting five percent commission for his services (ibid.).

On February 11, 1828 an act was passed meking it mesndatory for the ranger to
report to the county courts quarterly the amount of money received from the sale
of strays, and make no allowsnces to tekers-up of strays until approved by the coun-
ty court (Hutchinson's Code, 1848, chept., XII, art. 3, secs. 1-3),

In 1832 the office of renger wes made elective with a term of two years (Const.,
1832, art. V, sec. 19). Legislation enacted the next year in accordance with the
provisions of the Constitution of 1832 made no change in the duties of the renger
(&..M., 1833, pe 477). In 1863 the sheriff was empowered to act &s ranger in coun-
ties where the office was unfilled (L. M., 1863, p. 127) and in 1864 the renger was
no longer required to advertise in the newspapers'(é. M., 1864, Dps 5)e

As the countryside became more thickly settled and fencing conditions improved,
the office of ranger beceme less importent and the fees derived from holding it be-
came correspondingly less. It had been necessary to meke the sheriff ex-officio
ranger in 1864 because the office was unsought in many counties. In 1871 the of-
fice of ranger was abolished es a separate office and the coroner was made ex-offi-
cio renger (L. M., 1871, chapt. CCCXCIII). o

Little chenge has been mede in the scope of the duties of the ranger sincé
1871, The office is now of no great importence. The general stock law (L. M,
1926, chept. 263) requiring owners to keep their livestock in safe enclosures has
done much to restrain stock from running et lsrge. Justices of the peece were
given authority to discharge the duties cf renger in counties in which the office
did not exist (Cude, 1892, sec. 1730).

Forrest County has been essentislly a lumbering and industrial county with
the result that the rmnning of stock at large has never been & great problems

The ranger is directed to keep a book in which he shall register and file in
regular order estreys delivered or returned by him, He rmst note the time and
amount of any sale in this register, and pey over to the county depository the net
proceeds of nny such sale. It is his duty to mske & full report in writing, under
oath, to the board of supervisors, at each reguler meeting in January ‘and .July, of
the amount of money received by him on account of the sale of estrays, together
with' a detailed statement of the disposition of such estreys o (Code, 1906, secss
1895, 1904; Code, 1930, secs., 5451, 5460.) :

For records kept by the renger, see Coroner and Rangers Docket, entry 145.

XXI. COUNTY AGENT

The county agent, or cgricultural demonstretion agent, is potentially and
actually one of the most importent county officers in Mississippi, a state in
which agriculture dominates the economic 1life of the people, He hes been called
on to assist prominently in the development of the crop reduction and scil cons
servation progrems instituted by the Federcl government.
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In 1908 the Legislature authorized the boards of supervisors to establish dn
a county alone or cooperation with other counties, & department of eggriculture and
aeppoint & commissioner of egriculture. The duties of-the county commissioner were
outlined as follows: to keep in close touch with the United States Department of
Agriculture, the Mississippi sgriculturel £nd Mech’ nicel College, now called Mis-
sissippi State College, the stete experiment stetions, end the stete department of
egriculture; to assist in organizing agricultural societies, 'look after agricultural
stetistics,  and advence in every wey possible the farming interests of the county.
The act provided that the board of supervisors in each county fix and pay the sal-
ary of the commissioner, (L. M., 1908, chept. 103.)

Forrest County established a couhty,department of egriculture in Merch 1913
and appointed a commissioner at a salery of $33 per month ("Minutes of the Board
of Supervisors", vol. 4, p. 68, see entry 2.)

The Smith-Léver Act of 1914 (38 Stet. L., part 1, pp. 372-74) granted Federal
aid to the extension depertments of land grant colleges esnd ih 1916 MissisSsippi
voted to accept this aid (Q.‘M., 1916, chapts 127; Code, 1930, sec. 7192).

The plan worked out since 1916 and clarified in 1932 is that the board of su-
pervisors is authorized to establish a county extension department of sgriculture
and home economics (See Home Demonstration Agent, pe 104; infras) The depertment
has charge of such employces known as county esgents, as the board of supervisors
deems adequete to the needs of the county and these county sgents are appointed
by the boerd upon the recommendetion of the extension depertment of Mississippi
Stete College and with the approvel of the United States Department of Agriculturcs
The board fixes the sums of money to be paid as salaries, clerical help, end other
necessary expenses of the county &gents out of the general funds of the county and
these sums ere supplemented by the extension department of Mississippi Stete Col-
lege and by the United Stetes Department of Agriculture. (L. M., 1932, p. 517.)

The purpose of the department is to disseminate useful informetion emong the
farmers, farm women, boys and girls, and to develop the agricultural resources and
improve the homes of. the county. It is the duty of the county extension department
to carry on farm and home demonstration work, Boys' and Girls' Club work, coopera=~
tive marketing, end all other phases of extension work under the joint supervision
of the boerd of supervisors, the extension department of Mississippi Stete College,
and the United Stetes Depertment of Lgriculture. (Ibid.)

The personnel of the Forrest County extension departméent of agriculture and
home economics is composed of the cédunty agent as director, an assistant county
tgent, the home demonstration agent, a seerctary end an assistent secretery. The
selary of the county agent is $240 per month of which Forrest County pays $115.
("Minutes of the Board of Supervisors, vol. 15, p. 556, see entry 2.)

Much of the record work of the depertment consists in meking reports to the
extension depertment of Mississippi Stete College. However, the county egent has
not kept copies of all these reports. The work enteiled in the advancement of the
government's egricultural adjustment and scil conservetion progrems hés created
Several sets of records in the cffice of the depertment,.

A1l records cf the department ere kept in the county agent's offices
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Cotton Control

224, APPLICATIONS FOR COTTON PRICE ADJUSTMENT, 1933-36. 2 file boxes,
Original applicetions for cotton price adjustments end benefits from Agricultural
Ldjustment Administration, showing neme of producer, residence, contract number,
amount of cotton sold, name and address of purchaser, date sold, number of certi-
ficete of sale, record of peyment, amount of payment, dete, receipt, and epprovel
of county committee end county agent. Filed slph. by name of producer. No index.
Typed on ptd. form, 12 x 12 x 24,

225. SOIL CONSERVATION, 1936~-s 3 file boxess
Reports of soil conserveticn program, shcwing name of lend owner, address, loca-
tion, yield, history of farm yield, number of acres owned &nd operated. Filed
2lphe by neme of land owner. No index. Typed on ptd. form., 12 x 12 x 24.

Reports

226. MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS (4-H Club Records), 1930--. 4 file boxes.
Correspondence and miscelleneous reports of county agent and home demonstration
agent, including bulletins on agricultural engineering, fertilizer tests, legumes
and tests, improvement of pastures, enimal husbandry, sweet potato growing, Irish
potato growing, food preservetion, home canning, merketing, poultry reising, hore
ticulture, end instructions on conducting contests for 4-H club girls. Filed alphe
by subject. No index. Typed and mimeogrephed. 14 x 12 x 24, :

XXII. HOME DEMONSTRATION AGENT

Tn 1914 the board of supervisors of a county or counties wes authorized by the
Legislature to establish & department of heme economics to disseminate useful in-
fcrmation among farm women and to organize and supervise canning and poultry clubs
end cther orgenizations for the improvement of the home. The department was placed
under the direction of the county agent. (E.'M., 1914, chapt. 190.)

It was specified that the department should be supervised by a woman well-
versed in scientific end practical home economics with the qualifications of a
first grade teacher. She was to be appointed by the board of supervisors with the
title of county agent of home economics and her duties were to keep in close touch
with the United States Depertment of 4Lgriculture, the Mississippi State Colleges,
the state department of agriculture, the county superintendent of education, and
the stete board of educetion. (Ibid.)

The office wes not esteblished in Forrest County until 1919 {"Minutes of the
Board of Supervisors, vole 5, pe 387, see entry 2), five yeers after the passage
of the Smith-Lever Act which grented Federal aid to county extension depertmentse .
(See County Agent, ps 103, Suprae)

In 1928 the Capper-Ketchum Act provided additionel funds for the development
of agriculturel extension work (45 Stcte Le, part 1, pe 711) end gave impetus to
the progrem in Mississippi, particularly to hcme demonstration worke

Like the county zgent, the home demonstration agent functions cs part of the
extension progrem of Mississippl Stzte Ccllege and she is cppointed by the board
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of supervisors of Forrest County on the recommendetion of the extension departrent
of the college and with the approval of the United Stetes Department of Agricule=
ture. Like the county esgent also, she is peid by county funds supplemented by the
extension department of Mississippi State College and the United States Department
of Agriculture. (L. M., 1932, p. 517:)

The duties of the home demonstrztion agent consist meinly of carrying on farm
and home demonstration work end Boys' and Girls' club work through various organi-
zations formed locally (ibid.) The records show that 11 active 4-H clubs have been
formed in Forrest County in the schools at Rawls Springs, Batonville, Petal, Macedoni:
Dixie, McLaurin, Mexie, Carnes, Rock Hill, Scuth Forrest, and Union,

For records of the Home Demonstration Agent, see Miseelleneous Records, entry
226,
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Tenn., Press of the Brandon Printing Co., 1905,

Official Latter Books of W. Ce Ce Claiborng, Jackson, Miss., Printed
for the Stute. Depurtmont of Archivcs and History, 1917, 6 volse

Rowland, Dunbar ond Sanders, Albert Godfrey, (cds.), Mississippi Provincial Ar-
chivos, 1701-1729, Jackson, Miss., Press of the Mississippi Departmoent of Archives
and History, 1929, 4 vols.

Rowland, Dunbor, Mississippi, Tho Heart of the South, Chicago, The S. Je Clarke
Publishing Co.s 1925, 4 vols.

Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910, Population.

United Stotes Statutes at Lorgs, Boston, Charles G. Little and Jumss Brown, 1848,
volga ks Fisi O

Value of Mississippi Farm Production in 1936, Bulletin, State Department of
Agrlculturu, Jackson, Miss., 1937

Vance, Rupert Be, Humon Geography im the South, Chapel Hilly N. C., The Univer-
sity of North Carolina Press, 1935.

Wiailesy Be Le Csy Raport on tho Agriculturs end Goology of Mississippi, Jackson,
Miss., The Stote Primtor, 1854,

Wood, Walker (comps. and od.), Mississippi Blus Bogk, Biennial Report of the
Secretary of State to the Legislcturs of Mississippi, 1935=-1937, Jockson, Miss,.,
1938,
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LISTS OF COUNTY OFFICIALS

Members of the Board of Supervisors

W. A, Conn, Jan. 1908-Jan. 1912 G. W. Simmons, Jan, 1924=Jan. 1928
John L. Davis, Jan. 1908=Jan. 1912 M. W. Thompson, Jan, 1924-Jan. 1928
J+ Ceo McDongald, Jan. 1908-Jan. 1912 Je Frank Williams, Jan. 1924-Jan. 1928
T. Po Pace, Tan. 1908-Jan. 1912 T. P. Bounds, Jan., 1928-Jan, 1932
Se Es Perkins, Jan. 1908-Jan. 1912 John L. Davis, Jan. 1928-Jan. 1932
Y. A, Conn, Jen. 191R2-Jen, 1916 B. E. Green, Jén, 1928-Jan, 1932
John L. Davis, Jan. 1912-Jan. 1916 M. W. Thompson, Jan, 1928~Jen. 1932
Je Ps Pace, Jan. 1912-Jan, 1916 R. S. Venderford, Jan. 1928-Jan.’ 1932
S. E. Perkins, Jan. 1912-Jen. 1916 A. M. Brown, Jan, 1932-Jsn. 1936
Je Do Pool, Jan. 1912~Jen, 1916 M. L. Bruce, Jan. 1932=Jan. 1936
George W. Boone, Jan, 1916~Jan. 1920 John L. Davis, Jan, 1932~Jan. 1936
Re M. Hendrix, Jan. 1916-Jen, 1920 Bs E. Green, Jan. 1932-Jen. 1936

Ce. Lee, Jan. 1916=-Jen, 1920 J. Co Simmons, Jan., 1932-Jan. 1936

Cs Russel, Jen., 1916-Jan. 1920 J. P, Bounds, Jen, 1936--

A, Ryen, Jan, 1920-Je&n, 1924 A, M, Brown, Jen. 1936==

W. Brown, Jen. 1920-Jen, 1924 C. E. Fairley, Jan. 1936-~-

C. Lee, Jan, 1820-Jcn. 1924 Luther G. Lee, Jan. 1936==

B, Limbeugh, Jan. 1920-Jan. 1924 J. Frenk Williems (Deceased),

‘W, Simmons, Jen. 1920-Jan. 1924 Jen. 1936-Mey 1936

Frank Williems, Jan. 1924-Jan. 1928 J. Frenk Williams, Jr. (Elected),

A, Cahal, Jen., 1924=-Jen, 1928 Mry 1936~

Be Limbrtugh, Jan, 1924~Jan. 1928

Chancery Clerks

T E. Batson, Jan, 1908-Jan. 1912 Jo Ne McCoy (Elected),
Herbert Gillis, Jan. 1912-Jen. 1916 July 1931~Jzn. 1932
Herbert Gillis, Jene 1916-Jan., 1920 Ethel Bayliss, Jan. 1932-
Herbert Gillis; Jane. 1920-Jan. 1924 Jan. 1936
Herbert Gillis, Jan. 1924=-Jen. 1928 Estus E. Hudson, Jene 1936~=
M. Ts Drzughon (Deceased),

Jan, 1928-July 1931

The Chancery Clerk is the Clerk of the Chencery Court, the
ex-officio Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, and s such
Ts the Fuditor. He is the Recorder, the ex-officio Clerk
of the Pension Boerd of Inquiry, aend since 1924 has dis=-
charged the duties of Treasurers




List of County Officials

Clerks of the Circuit Court

Mixon, Jan. 1908-Jen, 1912 Je S, Garraway, Jen. 1924-Jan, 1928
Mixon, Jans 1912-Jen. 1916 Je Se Garrsway, Jen. 1928-Jen, 1932
Mixon,; Jene 1916-Jan. 1920 J. Ss Garraway, Jane 1932-Jan. 1936
Garraway, Jan, 1920-Jan. 1924 Iuther Me Cox, J2ne. 1936~

The Clerk ef the Cireuit Court is the ex-officio Registrar
and the ex-officio Clerk of the County Court.

Judges of the County Court

C. Hill, Nov, 2, 1926= R. J. Bishop (Elected),

Janes 1928 Jen, 23, 1931-Jan. 1932

C. Hill (Decessed), Re J. Biship, Jcn. 1932-Jan. 1936
Jane 1928-Jzne 23, 1921 Re. Jo Bishop, Jan, 1936~=

County Prosecuting Attorneys

George Hartfield, Jen. 1908-~J2n. 1910 Forrest M. Morris, Jan. 1924-Jan. 1928
Clauvde E. Hill, Jane, 1910-Jan, 1912 D. W. Holmes, Jan. 1928-=Jan. 1932
Claude E. Hill, Jan, 1912-Jan, 1916 William Haralson, Jen. 1932«~Jan. 1936
Alexander Currie, Jan. 1916~Jane. 1920 De Yo Holmes, Jane 1936=-

Forrest M. Morris, Jan. 1920-Jan. 1924

Sheriffs

Ce Mzgruder, Jon. 1908-Jen. 1912 A. E, Harbison, Jen, 1916=Jan. 1920
D. Bennett.(Decessed), W. M. Edmonson, Jene. 1920-Jan, 1924
Jan, 1912-June 1914 Hes Co Norsworthy, Jene. 1924~Jan. 1928
C. Magruder (Appointed), Joe B. Grey, Jahe 1928~Jan. 1932
June 25, 1914-July 25, 1914 Estus E. Hudson, .Jane. 1932=Jan. 1936
E. Harbison (Elected), George W. Boone, Jen. 1936--

July 25, 1914~Jan. 1916 3

The Sheriff is the ex-officio Tax Collector




List of County Officials

Coroners

David Fairley, Jan. 1908-Jan. 1912 We T« Chatman, Jan. 1928-Jan., 1932
F. H. -McKenzie, Jan. 1912=Jan. 1916 He M. Norsworthy, (Resigned),
F. H. McKenzie (Resigned), Jan. 1932-Febe 1933

Aug. 1918-Jan. 1919 J. Rendolph Clark (Appointed),

H. Remsey, Jen., 1919-Jan. 1920 Feh, 15, 1933-Jan, 1936

E. Hulett, Jan. 1920-Jan. 1924 J. E, Hulett, Jan., 1936=-=~

Te Chatman, Jan. 1924-Jan. 1928

The Coroner is the ex-officio Ranger

Tax Assessors

S« McKinnon, Jan. 1908-Jan. 1912 : 1924-Jen. 1928
E. Clark, Jan.. 1912-Jan..1916 s Jan, 1928-Jan, 1932
- Be-Clark, Jan. 1916-Jen, 1920 : 1932-Jen, 1936
E, Clark, Jane 1920-Jcn, 1924 y JENe 1936w~

Treasurers

Herbert Gillis, Jen. 1908-Jan. 1912 J. P, Pace (Deceased),
John Williems, Jene. 1912~Jen. 1916 Jen, 1920-Feb, 15, 1923
F. N. Hartzog (Deceesed), Mrs. Ee Jeo Watkins (App01nted),
Jan, 1916-0Octe 1917 Febe 15, 1923=Jan. 1924
L. Easterling (Appointed), Mrs. Ee. J. Watkins (Office Dis=
Oct. 11, 1917-Nove 20, 1917 tontinued), Jan., 1924-Febe 5, 1924
P. Pace (Elected),
Nove 20, 1917-Jane. 1920

Superintendents of Educetion

Je Currie; Jen. 1908~Jane 1912 J. C. Gay (Deceased),

Je Currie, Jan. 1912eJan. 1916 Jan, 1928-March 1929

J. Currie (Deceased), S« E, L. Teatherford (Elected),
Jan, 1916-Aug. 1918 March 1929-Jen, 1932

C. Gay (Elected), S. Ee Le Westherford, Jan.
Aug. 1918-Jan, 1920 1932~Jene 1936

Ce Gayy Jan, 1920-Jen, 1924 0lin Re. Lovitt, Jan, 1936=-

Ce Gay, Jan, 1924=-Jzn. 1928




List of County Officials

Directors of Health Department

Dr. J. D. Donald, Oct. 1921-Dec. 1924 Dr. B. D. Bleckwilder, Nov. 1931w
Dre. We D. Beacham, Dec. 1924-Nove 1931

Surveyors

E. Clark, Jen, 1908-Jan, 1912 V. Be Tims (Appointed),

D. McKenzie, Jan. 1912-Jen. 1916 " Nove 1, 1923-Jen, 1924

N. Howorth (Resigned), V. Be Tims, Jan. 1924-Jan, 1928
Jan., 1916-Aug. 1918 - Ve Be Tims, Jan. 1928=~Jen, 1932
F., Boling (Appointed), Ve Bo Tims, Jane 1932-Jen. 1936
Aug. 16, 1918-Jan. 1920 Jo Maxwell, Jan. 1936w
Ccendidate for 1920 =y

County Engineer

Je Mexwell, Auge. 15, 1936==

County Agents

A. Carpenter, March 1913-Feb, 1917 We. Mo Sellers, Jan. 1923 Jen. .1931
Cs McWhorter, Feb. 1, 1917- Ge. He Alford, Jon. 1931-Jane 1935
Jene 1y 1928 Ee Es Dean, Jene 1935==

Home Demonstration Agents

Nellie Hall, Feb. 1919-April 1919 Mee C, Cerpenter, April 1925=Sept, 1925
Ketherine Staley, April 1919-Jan. 1921 Anha P. Chapin, Sept. 1925-Jan. 1933
Dixie Mey, Jan. 1921-Aug. 15, 1921 Sallie Me Beard, Jane. 1933=Jone. 1934
Crace Brown, Aug. 15, 1921-Sept. 15, 1924 Elsie Butler, Jan, 1934~=-

Mee Cooper, Sept. 15, 1924-April 1, 1925




Entries are arranged by initial dates of the records.
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CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX

Figures in parenthesis

refer to entry number.

1803-1895

1803=-.

1862-1907,
1862-1907.
1892-1907.

1892-1907.
1892-1907,
1892-1907.

1892-1907.
1892-1907,
1892-1908.
189 2""‘-

1895-1200.

1900~1909,

1902w=,
1904-264
1908-09,
1908-21.
1908-22.
1908-26.
1908=33 4
1908-34.
1908-"0
1908==,
1908==.
1908--'
1908""‘0
1908=-.
1908==4
1908=~.
1908=~=.
1908~=,
1908==.
1908"" L]
1908=+~4
1908=-,
1908--,
1908-=,
1908- e
1908=-,
1908==,
1908==.
1908==4.
1908-=,
1908=~,
1908-=-,

Sixteenth Section Index (36)

General Index to Transcribed Record Perry Ccunty to Forrest County (20)
L-nd Deed Records {Trenscript from Perry Couhty) (19)

Attorneys Receipt Book (Transcribed from Second Judicial District,
perry County) (59)

Chancery Cases, Perry Cuunty, Second District (49)

Index to Cuencery Cases (Perry County, Second Judicial District) (50)
Record of Wills (Transeribed from Perry Ccunty, Second Judicial
District) (63)

gecret Record of Indictments (Trenscribed from Perry County) (89)
Transeribed Minutes of the Board of Supervisors of Perry County (1)
Auditors Accounts (Trenseribed from Perry County) (172)

Record of Merks and Brends (48)

Protest Record (Circuit Court) (94)

Record of Surveys (223)
Register of Allowances (6)
Hattiesburg Awericen (52)

Chancery Clerk's Fee Book (61)

Pension Roll (Gonfederate) (222)
Register of Warrants (9)

Warrants Receipts (11)

Cancelled Warrants (13)

Ldministrators, Executors, and Guardians Annual and Finel Lccounts (68)
Chencery Court Case Files (51)

Chattel Deed Record (30)

Chattel Deeds of Trust (32)

Claim Docket Board of Supervisors (8)
Corporation Record (43)

Court Issue Docket (Circuit Court) (78)
Fducable Children in Forrest County (200)
Fxecution Docket (Circuit Court) (80)

Tee Book - Civil (Circuit Court) (96)

Fee Book - Criminal (Circuit Court) (95)

Finael Rccords (Chancery Court) {58)

generel Docket’ Chancery Court (53)

General Docket, Civil Ceses (Circuit Court) (77)

Genersl Docket, Biete Cases (Circuit Court) (75)

Generel Index to Record of Chattel Deeds (31)

General Index to Record of Chattel Deeds of Trust (33)

Ceneral Index to Record of Lend Deeds (22)

Generel Index to Record of lMarrisges (105)

Genersl Tndex to Record of Mortgeges and Deeds of Trust on Lend (24)
grand Jury Docket (87)

Tndex to Chancery Cases and Attorneys Receipt Book (52)

Index to Record of ILand Rolls (County and City of Hattiesburg) (152)
Tgsue Docket Chancery Court (54)
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Chronological Index

1908=-=4 Judgment Roll (85)

1908--. Jurors Certificates (Circuit Court) (99)

1908~=, Justice Docket, Beet 3 (131)

1908-~, Justice Docket, Beat 4 (132)

1908-~. Justice Peecce Fines and Costs (Treasurer) (177)
1908-~, Iend Deed Record (21)

1908--, land Rolls, City of Hettiesburg (150)

1908-~, Land Rolls, Outside City of Hettiesburg) (151)
1908~-=, Lis Pendens Record (57)

1908--, Marriege Record (104)

1908=~, Mesne Process Docket (Sheriff) (135)

1908~ Minutes of the Borrd of Supervisors (2)

1908--. Minutes of Chancery Court (60)

1908~=, Minutes Circuit Court (84)

1908==, Motion Docket Chencery Court (55)

1908-~, Pey Cortificete Stubs (Superintendent of FEducetion) (187)
1908~ Pension Applications (Confederste) (221)

1908==4 ° Personal Roll (153)

1908-~. Plat Book Record - Miscelleneous Plats (46)
1908-~. Poll Books (1792)

1908=-= Record of Mortgmges and Deecds of Trust on Lend (23)
1908=-, Record of Officiesl Bonds (14)

1908==, Record of Persons Convicted of Crime (181)
1908=-. Record of Prisoncrs (Sheriff) (141)

1908-=, Record of Tex Lends Sold to Individuals (39)
1908--. Record of Teschers! Licenses (190)

1908-~. Record of Wills (64)

1908--. Register of Claims Agaiunst Estctes (65)

1908==. Registration Book (178)

1908--, Seeret Record of Indictments (90)

1908-~. Sectional Index (City Property) (25)

1908-=, Sectionzl Index (County Property) (26)

1908==, Sheets of Assessments of Pérsonal Property (146)
1908=-~. Sheriffs Execution Docket (137)

1908~-~. State Ber Docket (Cireuit gourt) (76)

1908-=, State Docket Circuit Court (Genersl Docket) (74)
1908--, Subpoena Docket Civil Cases (Circuit Court) (82)
1908=-. Subpoena Docket Stete Gases (Circuit Court) (81)
1908-~, Supreme Court Record (Circuit Court) (73)
1908--. Superintendents Record (182)

1908-~, Tex Receipts (162)

1908==. Temporary end Permenent Licenses - Pharmacists (107)
1908==. Temporsry end Permenent Licenses - Physicians (109)
1909 ==, Tax Collectors Cash Book (158)

1910-1919

1910=--, JTustice Docket, Beat 1 (129)

1910--, Temporary and Permsnent Licenses - Dentists (110)

1912-19. Coroner £nd Rengers Docket (145)

1912-19. Privilege Tax Record (169)

1912-20, Minutes Book, Forrest County Trustees Agriculturel High School (198)
1912=~, certificaetes of Birth (208)
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Chronological Index

1912-=, Death Certificetes (209)

1912-=~, Subpoernia Docket Chancery Court (56)

1913-3%4., Case Records Civil and Criminal (Cireuit Court) (70)
1914-19. Fines, Costs and Imprisonments (Sheriff) (143)
1914-27. Automobile Register §170)

1914-~, Veterinary Surgeons Licenses (112)

1915-18. Special Commutation Road Tax Receipts (165)
1917=26, Amortization Record (27)

1917--. Bank Reports (Treasurer) (176)

1917==. Tax Collectors Reports (161)

1918=%, Embalmers Licenses (111)

1918--. Metters of the Board of Supervisors (3)

1918--, Militery Petitions (Naturelizetion Records) (93)
1918=-=-, Probate Docket (66)

1919-28. Road &nd Bridege (Bids, Plens, Contrzcts) (17)
1919-~-. Soldiers Discharge Record (45)

A

i

1920-1929

1920-21. Sheriffs Ledger {144)

1920-24. Reports, Forrest County Highway Improvement (16)
1920==, Certificates of Merriege Licénses Returned (106)
1920-~, Civil ceses (Circuit Court) (72)

1920--. Criminel Ceses (Circuit Court) (71)

1920--. Juvenile Docket (Circuit Court) (91)

1920-=. Minutes Juvenile Court (Circuit Court) (92)
1920==, Optometry Record (108)

1920~-=, Sixteenth Section Record (34)

1921~33. Road Petitions (4)

1921~=, Auditors Account with Tax Collector (173)
1922-28. Bids, Bonds, Contracts, znd School Petitions (5)
1922-=, Mortgepe Loen Record (35)

1923-28, Invoices (7)

1923-29, Probste Ber Docket (67)

1923~-. Court Issue Docket (Circuit Court) (79)

1924-36, Civil and Criminal Ceses, Beet 1 (Justice Court)
1924--, Abstracts of Judgment (Circuit Court) (86)

1925, Assessors Block Book (156)

1925, Tndex to Lot and Block Meps (157)

1925-26. Cash Book, Hunting Licenses (159)

1925-35. Institute Reports (Genersl) (195)

1985~=. Indictments (88)

1925~~4 Justice Docket, Beat 2 {130)

1926-31. Hunting License Receipts (167)

1926~ cash Receipts Begister (Treesurer) (175)
1927-36, Justics Docket = Criminal, Beat 5 (133)

1927=~~. (Abstracts of Judgment) County Court (123)
1927-=, (Appeeled Ceses) from Justice of the Pezce Court %o county court (120)
1927.=, civil 0ases {Covnty Court) (114)

1927 -=. criminal Ceses (County Court) (113)

1927 = Foe Book, Civil and Criminel Ccunty Court (124)
1927-=. General Equity Docket, County Court (118)

1927 == Generel Index to Record of Circuit Court Cost Bills (97)
1927 ==, General Index to Record of County Court Cost Bills (125)




Chronological Index

1927--.
1927-~.
1927«=.
1927==.
1927"‘".
1927 ~=.
N 1927~--,
N 1928--.
iy 1928~-.
N 1929-~.
N 1929--,
N 1529~-~,

N 1930--.

N 1930--.
o 1930-~.
M 1930--.
N 1930=-=,

A 1930-!-.

8 1930-~,

N 1930--.
N 1930-=

B 1970--.
1930-=.
1931-34.,

: 1951""'0

1931==,
1931"‘ °
1951"" L]
1931--.
1931-" .
1931-~.
1631 ~=.
1932=33.
1932-33.
1932-34.
1932=~.
1932==.
1932~=,
1932~=.
1932=~.
1932=--.
1932--.
i 1932-~.
1933-34,
1933-36.
19 33""" L
1933==.

1933-- .
1934'-0
1954-“ .

Hattiesburg American (62)

Issue Docket, County Court (117)

Mesne Process Docket (County Court) {(136)

Minutes of County Court (122)

Notice to Owners of lands Sold for Taxes (38)
Subpoena Docket (County Court) (119)

warrant Register and Disbursement Register (10)
General Ledger (Treasurer) (174)

Monthly Reports (Director of Health Depertment) (207)
County Court Affidavits (116)

Jail Docket (Sheriff) (140)

Witness Fees, Criminal, Circuit Court and County Court (98)

Appeal Bonds (From County Court to Circuit Court) (100)
Attorneys Receipt Book (Circuit Court) (83)

Exemption Record (44)

Immunization Reports (217)

Matters, Forrest County Agricultursl High School (199)
Memorandum of Automobile Sales (47)

Miscellaneous Records 4-H Clubs (County Agent) (226)
Notices of Applications for Merriage Licenses (103)

Office File, General (Superintendent of Education) (184)
Privilege Tax Record (169)

Examining Board (Superintendent of Educetion) (189S)

Federal Crop Mortgage Record (29)

Final Record (County Court) (121)

Index to Record of Tex Sales (40)

Real Assessment Roll, County (149)

Reports and Generel File (Superintendent of Education) (193)
Reports Hattiesburg City Schools (194)

Reports of Demonstration School, State Teschers College (192)
Supreme Court Records (Appeals from County Court) (115)
County School Board Records (183)

Tax Lien Record (28)

Correspondence with Attorney-General (Chancery Court) (69)
Homestead Record (37)

Insurence Register (15)

Partial Peyment Tex Receipts (163)

Real LSsessment Roll, City of Hattiesburg (147)

Relezse From Delinquent Tex Sale (41)

Reports of Fines end Penzlties, Beet 1 (Justice of the Peece) (134)
Reports of Leborztory and Microscopic Examinations (218)
Tuberculin Tests (214)

Notices of Stete Lends Redeemed (42)

Applicetions for Cotton Price Adjustment (224)

Detention Werrents (Sheriff) (142

Stete Department, Genersl hceerediting Commission (Superintendent of
FEducation) (201) :

Correspondence (Tex Collector) (171)

Lpplications for Homestead Exemptions, City Property (154)
Lpplications for Homesterd Exemptions, County Property (155)




Chronological Index

1934~-,
1934 ==,
1934 ==,
1954 =~,
1934-=,
1934~
19385~~.
1935==,
1935-=,
1935==,
1955-" .
1985=-.

1955-- .
1935“' °
1935==¢
19 55"' °
1935-~.
1935=-~.
19 35"'"'
1935-~.
1935-~.
1935-=~.
1935“" °
1935~-+
1935=~.
1936~=4
1936=-,
1956"“0
1936-=.
1936=~,
19 56"- °
1936==4
1936~=4
1936-=4
1936~=,
1936-"0

Case Records, Closed and Active (Heslth Department) (216)
Epidemiological Records (213)

Index to Record of Tax Receipts (164)

Infants and Pre-School Records (Health Department) (211)
Loose Leaf County Warrant Register (12)

Matters of Mississippi Educational Association (205)
Applicetions and Appointments, Adult Education (191)
Assessment Roll and Plat Book (148)

Assessment Roll, Public Service (18)

Automobile Register (170)

Correspondence, Adult FEducation (202)

Correspondence with Board of Supervisors (superintendent of
FEducation (206)

County Accounts, Teschers (185)

County School Board Records (183)

Court Papers (Sheriff) (138)

Instructions (4dult Educstion) (203)

Insurance Lecounts (Superintendent of Education) (197)

Pay Rolls, Adult Educetion (186)

Physical Exeminations of School Children (210)

Poll Tax Receipts (166)

Record &nd Monthly Report of Hunting and Fishing Licenses (168)
Reports to Board of Supervisors (Superintendent of Educetion) (196)
State Depertment of Education (Correspondence with Superintendent) (204)
Teechers Applic-ticns (188)

Venereal Discasec Record (215)

Appearence Bonds (Circuit Court) (101)

Applicctions for Tonsilectomy (220)

Givil Cmses, Best 1 (Justice Court) (127)

Criminal Ctses, Beat 1 (Justice Court) (126)

Poll Tax Cash Book (180)

Poll Tax Exemption Certificates (180)

Record of Bonds Forfeited (Circuit Court) (102)

Record of Microseopic Tests (219)

Reports of Chest Examinetions (212)

S6il Conservation (225)

Summons and Subpoenas (Sheriff) (139)
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INDEX TO INVENTORY ENTRIES

Figures refer to entry numbers.

MA cotton producers contracts, 224
|| Abatements, tax, see Tax, equalization
N Abstracts
| of judgment, 86, 123
! of titles to'land, 25, 26, 34, 36
i Accounts '
| administrators, executors, guardians,
annual and final, 68
agricultural high school, 199
auditors
with county officers and departments,
172
with tax collector, 173
| county, 7, 8, 187
éActivities, Four-H clubs, 226
| Additions, maps of, 46, 186
| Adjustment
administration, agricultural, see Agri-
cultural adjustment azdministration
cotton price, 224
| tax, see Tax, equalization
| Administration
| of estates, Ssee Estates
§  letters of, 66,:67
| dministretors of estetes, see Estates
Adoptions, 49, 51, 53
" \dult education, WPA, 186, 191, 202, 203
| .3 valorem tax, exemptions from, 8ee Tax,
exemptions T
| Affidavits
| of applicants
for homestead exemptions, 154, 155
for marrisge licenses, 104 :
of county officials, 14
of ‘information
cireuit court, 70, 71, 73
county court, 113, 115, 116
filed by county attorney, 116
justice of the pesce court, 126, 128
of motor vehiele owners, 47
of voters claiming exemptions from poll
tax, 180
of witnesses in naturelizetion pro-
ceedings, 93
Agent ‘
d  county
correspondence, 226
reports, 226
home demonstration
correspondence, 226
reports, 226
Agreements, articles of, 43

Agricultural
adjustment administration
application for benefits from,
224
bulletins, 226
high school, see School
Aig, 1-3 Tk
Aliens
declarations of intention, 93
grents of citizenship to, 93
oaths of allegience, 93
petitions, 93
Alimony, 49, 51
Allegiance, oaths of, 93
Allowances for all county expenses,
6, 10
Amortization of deeds of trust in
favor of Federal Iand Bank, 27
Animels impounded, .145
Annual reports, see Reports
Answers in judicial proceedings
chancery court, 49, 51
c¢ircuit court, 70, 72, 73
county court, 114, 115
justice of the peace court, 127, 128
Appeel bonds, 100
Appealed cases, see fAppeals
Appeals
to cireuit court
from cecunty ccurt, 73, 115
from justice of the pesce courts
and city police court, 79
to county court
from justice of the peece courtd
and city police court, 120
to supreme court from circuit
court, 115
Appearance bonds, 101
Applications
See also Petitions
Tcotton prices adjustment, 224
for exemption
from county ad valorem tex, 44
from poll tex, 180
from state ad velorem tax, 154, 155
for loans from sixteenth section
school funds, 3.
marriege license, 103, 104
paupers, 3
pensions; Confederate, 221
tecchers, 184, 188, 191
for tonsilectomies, 220




Index to Inventory Entries

Appointments’of administrators, executors,

and guardians, 49, 51, 53-55, 60
Appraisements
of estates, 66, 67
of property offered as security for
loans from sixteenth section school
funds, 1-3, 35
Appropriations, 1-3, 6, 10
Army discharges, 45
Arrests, 140, 141
Assessments, see Tax, assessments
Lkssets of estates, 65-68
Assignments of tex liens, 23, 28
Asylum, commitments to, 49, 51, 53
Lttendance, school, 182, 184, 194, 199,
201
Attorney-general

chancery clerks correspondence with, 69

opinions of, 43, 44, 69
Attorneys
admittance to bar, 60
receipts for documents
chencery court, 52, 59
circuit court, 83

| Auditor, see Accounts; Ledgers
Automobiles, see Motor vehicles

Back taxes, see Tax, sales
Bank, See Depository
Bar dockets, see Dockets, bar
Bearings, land, 223
Beat boundaries, maps showing, 156
Bench dockets, see Dockets, court issue
Bids L
to construct
dipping vat, 5
bridges, 3, 17
roads;, 3, 17
to furnish
office supplies and furniture, 4, 5
road machinery, 4, 5
transportation of school children,
, 184
Bills, ‘see Allowancesj Accounts; Claims
Birth certificates, 208
Board :
county school, see School
of supervisors
matters of, 3
minutes, 1} 2
motions, 1, 2
orders,. 1, 2, 8
original pepers, 3-5, 13, 17, 18

(App=Cas)

Board

of supervisors (continued)
regulations, 1, 2
resolutions, 1, 2
Bonds
administrators of estates, 66, 67
appeal, circuit court, 100
appeerance, circuit court, 101
contractors pcrformance, 3, 5, 17
cost, circuit court, 100, 102
executors of estates, 66, 67
forfeited, circuit court, 102
guardians, 66, 67
officials, 14
petitions to vote on, 3, 5
guvety, 8, 5. 18 19
Boundaries °
additions, 456, 156
beat, 156
city, 46
lot, 46, 156
renge, 46, 156
subdivigion, 46, 156
supervisors digtriet, 156
survey, 46, 156, 223
town, 46
township, 46, 1586
tract, 156
Bronds and merks of animals, 48
Bridges
bids to construct, 3, 17
contracts to construct, 3, 17
plang and specifications. of, 3, 4, 17
repairs, petitions asking for, 3, 4
Budgets, 1-3
Buildings
bids to erect, 3
maintenance of, 1-3, 6, 10
plans of, 3
specifications for, 3
Bulletins, agricultural, 226
Bus contrscts, school, 193

Calendars, see Dockets
cancellation
of assignments of teax liens, 23, 28
of deeds of trust
chattel, 19, 29, 32
land, 19, 23, 2b5-27, 35, 36
Cancelled warrants, see Werrants
Case records
chancery court, 49-52
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case records (continued)
circuit court
cdwily 70472, 75
eriminady 70, 71, 73
supreme court, 73
county court’
civily 114, 115
criminal;’ 113, 115
supreme court, 115
justice of the peace court
civid i devgrd2g
criminal, 126, 128
Case papers, See Case records
cash LT
See also Allowances; Warrants
“books
sheriffs, 143
tax collectors, 158-60
receipts, 102, 134, 143, 158-61, 172-77
cattle impounded, 145
Certificates
of assignments of tax liens, 23, 28
birth, 208
death, 209
jurors, eircuit court, 99
marriage, returned, 106
of sale of cotton, 224
teachers pay, 187
voters exempt from poll tax, 180
witnesses, circuit court, 98
Chancery court :
cases, 49-52
dockets, see Dockets, chancery
Charity, 1=3
Charters, corporation, 43
Chattel, see Deeds; Deeds of trust; Motor
vehicles
Chest examinations, 212
Children, see Guardians; Juvenile court;
Minors; School
Circuit clerk, see Clerk, circuit court
Citizenship, grants of, to aliens, 93
Civil cases
cireuit court, ‘70, 72; 73
county court, 114, 115
dockets, see Dockets, civil
justice of the peace court, 127, 128
Claim docket, 8
Claims
against county, 1-3, 7, 8, 15
against estates, 65
Clerk
chancery court
fee book, 61

(cas=Con)

Clerk
chancery court {continued)
reports to board of supervisors,
1-3
circuit court
fees, 95, 96, 124, 143
reports to board of supervisors,
1-3
Clinical tests, 213=19
Clubs, Four-H, activities of, 226
Collection, tex, see Tax, collection
Collector, tax, see Tax, collector
Commitments o
to jeil, 140, 141 ;
to Mississippi Industrial School, 91,
92 :
Communicable diseases, immnizations,
207, 211, 213-15
Communications maps, 46
Commutation tax, see Tax, road
Complaints
See also Declarations
TChencery court, 49, 51
circuit court, 70=73
county court, 113, 115
justice of the peace court, 126-28
Confederate veterans
applications for pensions, 221
pensions granted, 11, 222
Conservation, soil, 225
Construction, See Bridges; Buildings;
Roads
Contagious disease, immunization, 207,
211, 213-15
Contractors
bids, see Bids
bonds, see Bonds
Cuntrects
bus drivers, school, 193
to construct ;
bridges, 3, 17
dipping vat, 5
roads, 3, 17
to furnish
office furniture and supplies, B, 5
road machinery, 3, 5
marriege, 103-6
producers cotton, 224
teachers, 190
transportation, school, 193
Conveyances
chattel, see Deeds; chattel; Deeds of
trust, ohattel, Transfers of owner-
ship of motor vehicles
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Convict camp reports, 3
convictions, list of, 181
Coroner
docket, 145
inquests held by, 145
juries impaneled by, 145
Corporation
charters, 43
public utility, assessments, 18
Correspondence
See also Tetters
Tchancery clerks with attorneysgeneral,
69
county agents, 226
home demonstration agents, 226
of superintendent of education
county, 184, 202, 204-6
state, 204
costs
See also Weéesy Fines
Tbonds, 100, 102
chancery court, 53, 6%, 143, 144
circuit court, 95, 96, 143, 144
index, 97
county court, 124, 143, 144
index, 125
" Justice of the peace court, 124, 134,
143, 177
3 tax redemption, 38-42
| Cotton price adjustment, applicetion for,
) 224
County
attorney, affidavits filed by, 116
court cases, 113-15
engineers reports, 3

'é Courthouse

maintenance of, 1-3, 6, 10
office supplies and furniture, bid to
furnish, 3, 5
Court issue dockets, see Dockets,. court
1 issue
8 Criminal
cases
circuit court, 70, 71, 73
county court, 113, 115
justice of the peasce court, 126, 128
dockets, see Dockets, criminal
prosecutions, see Criminal, cases
Criminal prosecutions, see Criminal,
‘ cases g
Crop lozns, 29

Dameges,. see Cleims

{Con=Dep)

Death certificates, 209
Declarations
See also Complaints
chancery court,; 494 51
circuit ‘courty 70, 72, 73
county court, 114, 115
homestead, 37
of intention, 93
Justice of the peace court, 127, 128
Decisions of supreme court, 73, 115
Decrees ¢ 2
chaneéry court, 49, 51; 53, 54, 57,
58, 60, 66-68, 85 :
circuit court, 70-80, 84, 85
county court, 113-15, 117-23
Deductions, tax, Bee Tax, equalization
Decds
chattel, 19, 30
index, 20, 31
landy 19, 21
index
general, 20, 22
sectional, 25, 2645 36
sixteenth section, 36
tax, 119, 21
Doeds of trust
chattel, 19, 29,32
cancellations, 19, 20, 29, 31-33
index, 20, 33
releases, 19, 20, 29, 31-33
satisfections, 19, 20, 29, 31=33
1andra0y. 23,087 day . 56
cancellations, 19, 20, 23-27, 34~
36
to Federal Lend Baunk, 27
index
general, 20, 24
sectional, 25, 26, 36
sixteenth section, 36
relegses, 1%, 20, 23-27, 34-36
satisfactions, 19, 20, 23-27, 34=36
Delinquency, juvenile, see Juvenile
court e
Delingquent
juveniles, see Juvenile court
taxes, see Tax, sales
Demurrers = '
chaneery court,. 49, 51
circuit ccurt, 70=73
county court,: 113<15
Dentists licenses, 110,: 169
Depository
reports, 2, 3, 176
statements, . 176




Index to Inventory Entries

Descriptions of property, legal
personal, 19:729,
146, 153 :

30, 32, 47, 48, 145

real, 19, 21, 23, 25-28, 35-42, 57, 58,

146-151, 154, 155
Detention warrants, 142

Dipping vat, bids and contrects to con-

struct, 5

Diphtherie immnizstions and inoculations,

216, 217
Disbursements, 6, 10

Discharges, soldiers, sailors, and mar

45

ines,

Diseases, communiceble, immunizations, 207,

211, 213-15
B Divorce cases, 49, 5l, 53, 55, 60
8 Domestic relations, see Diveorce cases
Duckets e
bar
chencery court, 67
circuit court, 76
- probate court, 67
bench, s&e Dockets, court issue
chancery, 53-56
court issue
circuit court, 78, 79
county court, ‘120
civil
circuit court, 74, 77
county court, 117
justice of the pezce court
district 129
district 130
district 131
district 132
district 133
claim, board supervisors, 8
coroner and rangers, 145
criminal :
circuit court, 74, 75
county court, 117
justice of the peace court
distriet 1, 129
district 2, 130
district 3, 131
district 4, 132
district 5, 133
equity, ccunty court, 118
execution
éircuit court, 80
sheriffs, 137
grand jury, 87
issue '
chancery court, 54

Dockets
issue (continued)
circuit court, 78, 79
county court, ‘117, 120
jail, 140
judges, see Dockets, court issue
juvenile, 91
mesne process, 135, 136
probate, 53, 66, 67
Doctors licenses, 109, 169
Documents
attorneys receipts for, 52, 59, 83
original, sece Originsl papers
Dog tax, gggffgk, dog
Duplicate copies of warrants, see
Warrents S

Earmarks cof enimals, 48
Educable children, list of, 200
Education
See also School
“adult, WPA
teachers engaged in
applicaticns of, 191
appointments of, 191
pay rolls of, 186
reports of, 186
superintendent of
county
administrative affairs, record
of, 182, 184
annual reports of, to state su=-
perintendent of education,
182, 184, 201
correspondence of, 184,
204-6
financisl affeirs, record of,
182, 184, 206
pey certificates issued by, 187
repcorts of, 1-3, 182, 184, 200,
201 X
reports to, 182, 186, 192-5, 199,
stete
annual reports of county super-
intendent of educetion to,
182, 184, 201
examinations guestions received
from, 189
letters from, 204
Election ¢
expenses, allowances for, 6, 10
petitions to call, 3, 5
Emencipation of minors, 49, 51, 60
Embalmers licenses, 111, 169

202,
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Encumbrances, see Deeds of trust; Loans;
Liens; Tax, sales
Engineer
estimates, 3, 4
plans, 3, 4
reports, 3, 4
specifications, 3, 4
Enlistments
Confederate veterans, 221
world war veterans, 45
Epidemics, reports of, 213
Epidemiological reports, 213
Equalization of taxes, see Tax, equali=-
zation e
Equity docket, see Dockets, equity
Estimates of engineer, 3, 4
Estates
administration of, 65-68
administrators
accounts, annual and finel, B8
bonds, 66, 67
letters, 66, 67
sureties, 66, 67
appraisements, 66, 67
assets, 66-68
claims against, 65
executors
accounts, annual and fingl, 68
bonds, 66, 67
letters, 66, 67
sureties, 66, 67
guardians, see Guardians
insolvent, 54
liabilities, 66-68
management, regulation of, 54, 66-68
settlement, 66-68
Estrays impounded, 145
Examinations
physical, 210-12, 215
teachers, 182, 188, 189
Execution
docket, see Dookets, execution
writs of, see Writs
Exemptions
from county ad valorem tax, 44
homestead, 37, 154, 155
of new industries, 44
from state ad valorem tax, 154, 155
voters, 180
Expenditures, 6, 10

Federal
crop mortgages, 29

(Enc=Guza)

Federal (continued)
Iand Bank, deeds of trust in favor
of, 27
Feed loans, 29
Fees
clerks
chancery court, 53, 61
cireuit court, 95, 96, 143
index, 97
county court, 124, 143
index, 125 '
jurors, circuit court; 99, 143

justices of the peace, 134, 148, 177

sheriffs, 143, 144
stenographers, 143, 177
witnesses :
circuit court, 95, 96, 98, 143
index, 97
county court, 124, 143
index, ' 125
Feeble-minded cases, 49, 51
Fertilizer loans, 29
Field notes, surveyors, 223
Final records
abstracts of judgment, 86, 123
chancery court, 58
county court, 121
judgments enrolled, 85
Fines
See also Costsy Fees
“circuit court, 3, 143
county court, 143

justice of the peace court, 134, 177

Fishing licenses, 167, 168

Forfeitures, see Fines; Bonds, for-
feited

Four-H clubs, activities, 226

Freeholders petitions, 3, 4

Fund, sixteenth section school, see
Sixteenth section B

Game licenses, 167, 168
Gasoline tex, see Tex, gasoline
Grend jury
docket, 87
indictments returned by, 88
secret record of, 89, 90
Grants of citizenship to aliens, 93
Guardiens
See also Estates
Taccounts, annual and final, 68
appointments, 66, 67
bonds, 66, 67
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cuardians (continued)
petitions in juvenile delinquency
cages,, 91y, 92
settlements of estetes, 66-68

)| Habeas corpus proceedings, costs of, 6,
¥ 10
i Hattiesburg
i American
@ssessments on real property in, 147
city school reports, 194
exemptions on homesteads in, 154
tax returns of real and personal pro=-
perty in, 146
taxes levied on
personal property in, 153
reel property in, 150
3 index, 152
Y| Health department
Y applications to, for tonsilectomy, 220
immnization data, 207, 211, 213, 216,
217 ‘
inoculetion data, 207, 211, 213, 216,
219
laboratory data
communiceble disease, 213, 215-19
microscopic exeminetion, 215-19
reports
chest examinations, 212
immunization, 217
microscopic exeminations, 218, 219
monthly numercial morbidity, 207
tests
clinical, 210-12, 216
microscopic, 212, 218, 219
tuberculin, 214
Wasserman, 215
statistics
births, 208
deaths, 209
epidemiological, 213
morbidity, 207
Highways, see Road
§ Home demonstraticn agent, See Agent
Home economics, see Agent, home demon=-
stration s
Homestead
declerations, 37
exemptions, 37, 154, 155
Hunting licenses, 167, 168

Idiocy cases, 49, 51
Immunizations
diphtheria, 216, 217

Immnizetions (continued)
typhoid fever, 218, 217
Impounding of animals, 145
Incorporation, articles of, 43
Industries, new, exemptions granted, 44
Index
chancery cases, 50, 52
chattel
deed, 31
deed of trust, 33
circuit court cost bill, 97
county court cost bill, 125
deed, 20, 22
deed of trust, 20, 24
land ;roll; 162 [
lot egnd block map,
marriage, 105
mortgeges:
chettel, 33
land, 20, 24
sectional, 25, 26,
sixteenth section,
tax receipt, 164
tax sele, 40
Indictments
See also Grand jury
cdrcuit courty 704 2L, 73
county court, 113, 115, 116
Indigents, 1-3
Injunctions, 49, 51
Incculations
diphtheria, 216, 217
typhoid fever, 216, 217
Insenity cases, 49, 51
Insclvencies, 49, 51, 53, 54, 60
Insurance on county property, 15, 197
Inventories of estates, 66, 67
Invoices of materials and supplies
purchased, 3, 7

Jail
commitments to, 140, 141
discharges from, 140, 141
docket, 140
maintenance of, 1«3
releases from, 140, 141
Judgments
abstracts of, 86, 123
enrolled, 85
Judges docket, See Dockets, court issue
Jurors Ty,
impaneled, 84
fees, 99, 143 °
summonses, 138, 139
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Jury
See also Grend jury
certificates, circuit court, 99
coroners, 145
fees, 99, 143 -
summonses, 138, 139
Justice of the peace court
cases, 126-28
dockets, see Dockets, justice of the
peace court
Juvenile court
docket, 91
minutes, 92

Laboratory data, see Health department
Land T
abstracts of title to, 25, 26, 34, 36
bearings, 223
boundaries, see Boundaries
conveyances, see Deeds, land; Deeds of
trust, lend; Liens; Tax, deeds
deeds, see Deeds, land
encumbrances, see Deeds of trust, land;
Loans; Liens; Tax, sales
legal description of, see Description
of property, lopal
monuments; 223
plats, 46, 156
sixteenth section, transfers of title
to, 36 ;
sold for taxes, see Tax lend sold for
surveys, 46, 156, 223
tenure maps, 154-56
Legal description of property, sece De=-
scription of property, legal
Letters
See also Correspondence
“from attorney-general to chancery clerk, 69
from county superintendent of education
to board of supervisors, 206
from Mississippi Educational Associa=
tion to county superintendent of
education, 205,
from state superintendent of education
to county superintendent of educa=~
tion, 203, 204
testamentery and of administration, 66,
67
Levies, tax, see Tax, levies
Licenses e
applications for marriage, 103
automobile, see Licenses, Motor vehicle
certificates of marriage, 106

(Tur-Mai)

Licenses (continued)

dentists

county privilege, 169

state, register of, 110Q
fishing, 167, 168
game, 167, 168
hunting, 167, 168
marriages, 104

index, 105
motor vehicle, 170
occupational privilege, see Licenses,

privilege ST
optometrists

county privilege, 169

state, register of, 108
personal privilege, see Licenses,

privilege gepe
pharmacists

county privilege, 169

state, register of, 109
privilege, 169
professional privilege, see Licenses,

privilege N
veterinary surgeons

county privilege, 169

state, register of, 112

Liens

general, 57, 85

mechanics, 57y 85

taxy 25,28
Lists

of cases lost by state in justice of

.~ the peace courts, 3

of educable children,: 200

of persons convicted of crimes, 181
of prospective voters, 178

of qualified voters,' 179

of schools visited by superintendent

of education, 182

Livestock

bulletins, 226
impounded, 145

Loans

erop, feed, fertilizer, &nd seed, 29
from sixteenth section school fund,
23, 34

Iunacy ceses, -49, 51

Machinery, road, bids to furnish, 3, 5
Maintenance

courthouse, 1=3, 6, 7, 10
bridges, 1-4, 6, ‘10

jail, 1-3, 6, 10

roads, 1-4, 6, 10
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Mandates of supreme court, 73, 115
Maps
communications, 46
engineers, 3
homestead, 154, 155
lend tenure, 154-56
political; 46
road, 3 ;
Marine discharges, 45
Marks and brands of animals, 48
Marriage licenses
applicetions for, 103
certificates of, returned, 106
register of, 104
index, 105
Matters of the board cf supervisors, 3
Mesne process dccket, see Docket, mesne
process AT
Mechanics liens, 57
Microscopic -tests, 218, 219
Minors
See also Guardians; Juvenile court;
T School, children
applications for marriage license, 103
emancipation of, 49, 51, 60
Minutes
agricultural high school, 198
board of supervisors, 1, 2
chancery court, 60
eircuit court, 84
county court, 122
juvenile court, 91
Mortgeges
chattel; see Deeds of trust, chattel
land, see Deeds of trust, land
Motion docket, see Dockets, motion
Motions
board of supervisors, 1, 2
chancery ccurt, 49, 51
circuit court, 70-73
county court, 113-15
Motor vehicles
licenses, 170 :
trensfers of ownership, 47

Naturalizetion

of elien scldiers stationed &t Camp
Shelby, 93 ,

declarations of aliens for, 93
petitions of aliens for, 93

Navy discharges, 495

New industries execmpted from county ad

valorem tex, 44
Newspapers, 62

(Man=-0ri)

Notices
of applications for marriage licenses,
103
lis pendens, 57
to owners of land sold for texes, 38
of state leands redeemed, 42

Qaths
administrators, 66, 67
of allegiance, 93
exeoutors, 66, 67
guardiens, 66, 67
of office, county officials, 14
Objections to assessments, see Tax,
assessments o T
Occupational privilege licenses, 169
Office furniture and supplies, bids to
furnish, 3,.5
Offices, county, meintenance of, 1, 2,
6y 10
Officials bonds, 14
Opinions of attorney-general, 43, 44,
69
Optometrists licenses, 108, 169
Orders
board of supervisors, 1, 2, 8
chencery court, 49, 51, 53-55, 60, 62,
66~68 ;
eircuit ccurt, 70-79, 91, 92
county court, 113-15, 122
justice of the peace court, 126-33
Orphans business, 49, 51, 60
Owners
of chattels, see Deeds, chattel;
Deeds of tTust, chattel; Motor
vehicles
of lend, see Deeds, land; Deeds of
trust, land;. Tax, sales
Originel papers
attorneys receipts for, 52, 59, 83
board of supervisors, 3-5, 13, 17, 18
chancery court,; 49, 51
circuit clerk, 106
cireuit court, 70-72, 100~2
county agent, 224-26
county court, 113-16, 123
grand jury, 88-90
health department, 210-20
justice of the peace court, 126-28
pension boerd of inquiry, 221
sheriff, 138, 139
superintendent of educetion, 182-84
186, 1884 :189,. -191-95, 1987, 199,
201-6
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Original papers (continued)
tax assessor, 146, 154, 155

Panels, jury, 84
Paupers applications, 3
Pay
certificates, 187
roll, %WPA adult education, 186
Penalties, see Fines; Tax, sales
Pensions = T
applications for, 221
granted, 222
Peruwits, see Licenses
Personal =
property, see Deeds, chattel; Deeds of
trust, chattel; Owners; Tax, assess-
ments; Tax, rolls
privilege licenses, 169
Petitions
See also applications
Taliens, for naturalization, 93
ex-parte, 49, 51
fresholders, 3-5
guardians, in juvenile delinguency
cases, 91y 92
for commitment to Mississippi industrisl
school, 91, 92
for naturalization, 93
road, 3, 4
schoodl” 5, "5, /184,198
Pharmacists licenses, 107, 169
Physical examinations
of infants and pre-school c¢hildren, 211
of school children, 210
Plats
See also Maps
Taddition, 46
city, 46
subdivision, 46
survey, 46
town, 46
Poll
books, 179
tax, see Tax, poll
Poor relief, 1-=3
Pre~school children and infants, physi-
cal examinations of, 211
Prisoners
See also Convict camp reports; Convice-
T %ioms, 1list of’
committed to jail, 140, 141
detention warrants for, 142
discharged from jail, 140, 141

(Ori=Rred)

Prisoners (continued)
received into jail, 140, 141
released from jail, 140, 141
Privilege 'licenses, 169, 170
Probate
docket, see Dockets, probate
of wills, 63, 64, 66, 67
Proceedings, record of, see Minutes
Producers contracts, cotton, 224
Professional licenses
county privilege, 169
state, registers of, 107-12
Professional privilege, 169
Promotions of pupils, 182, 184, 199,
201
Property, real and personal, legal de-
scription of, see Description of
property, legéT-—
Prosecutions criminal, see Criminal
cases TR
Protests
on unpnid checks, drafts, and notes, 94
Pupils
See also School, children
progress reports, 182, 184, 199, 201
transfers of, 194
Public buildings, see Buildings; Court-
house e
Publications ordered by chancellor, 62
Public utility corporation assessments,
18

Qualified voters, list of, 179
Quitclaims, 19, 21

Railroads, maps showing, 46

Range lines, maps showing, 46, 156

Rangers docket, 145

Rates, 'tax, See Tax, levies

Real estate, see Deeds, land; Deeds of
trust, land; Estetes; Liens; Tex,
assessmentsy Tax, rolls; Taxy sales;
Surveys

Real property, see Deeds, land; Deeds
of trust, land; Estetesj; Liensjy Tax,
assessments; Tax, rolls; Tax, sales;
Surveys

Receipts
cash, see Cash, receipts
for documents, attorneys, 52, 59, 83
tax, see Tax, receipts

Receiversnips, 49, 51, 60

Redemptions, tex, see Tax, sales
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Reductions, tax, see Tax, equalization
Registration i
of marriage licenses, 104
index, 105
of prospective voters, 178
of stete licenses issued
dentists, 110
doctors, 109
embalmers, 111
optometrists, 108
pharmacists, 107
physicians, 109
veterinary surgeons, 112
Regulation of management of estates, 66-
68
Reguletions
board of supervisors, 1, 2
rules and, school transportation, 182,
184
Releases
of assignments of tax liens, 23, 28
of deeds of trust
chattel, 19, 29, 32
iend, 19, P23 25=27,85, 36
from jail, 140, 141
Relief, poor, 1-3
Removal of the disabilities of minority,
49, 51, 60 ;
Reports
annual
administrators, 68
executors, 68
guardians, 68
to board of supervisors
circuit clerks, 3
convict camp,, 3
engineers, 2, 3
of highway construction and mainten=-
anee,. 3; 16
justices of the peesce, 3, 134
by superlntendent of education, 1-3,
196 :
chest examination, 212
convict camp, 3
county department, 1-3
county depository, 2, 3, 176
county officers, l=3
engineers, 2, 3
epidemilogical, 213
final, edministrators, executors and
guardiPns 68
of fines collected
by circuit clerk, 3

by justices of the peace, 3, 134, 177

(Red=Rol)

Reports (continued)
of gasoline tax collected, 3
Hattiesburg public schools, 194
health depertment, 207, 212-19
highway construction and maintenance,
34 16
hunting and fishing license, 168
laboratory, 213-15, 218, 219
numerical morbidity, 207
pupils progress, 182, 184, 199, 201
road construction and maintenance,
Dy 165747
school bus drivers, 193
special committee, 1-3
of superintendent of education
to board of supervisors, 1-3, 196
to state superintendent of educa-
tion, 182, 184, 201
of teachers
attending State Teachers College
Demonstration school, 192
attending summer school, 195
to superintendent of educeation,
182, ‘184,193, 194, 199
Resolutions of board of supervisors,
3 A
Returns
of certificetes of marriage, 106
tax, 146
of writs, 137, 138
Revenue, see Cash receipts; -Tax
Revision, tax, See Tax, ‘equalization
Rivers, meps show1ng, 46
Road
and bridge privilege tax, 170
bids to construct, 3,.4, 17
commutation tex, see Tax, road
construction, 16 ~
contracts to construct, 3, 17
machinery, bids to furnish, 3, 5
maintenance, 1-3, 6, 10, 16, 17
maps, showing, 46
petitions of freeholders
to change location of, 3, 4
to construct, 3, 4
to repair, 3, 4
plans, 3, 4, 17
reports, 3, 16°
specifications, 3, 4, 17
Roll
assessment, 147-49
Confederate pension, 11, 222
judgment, 85 :

tax, see Tax, rolls
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Sailors discharges, 45
Salaries
county officers, 6, 10
school
. bus drivers, 182, 187
teachers, 182, 186, 187, 194
Satisfactions, see Cancellation
School e
See also Education
accounts with auditor, 172-74
agricultural high
accounts
payable, 199
receivable, 199
minutes, 198
reports, 199
trustees
appointment of, 199
election of, 193
meetings of, 198
werrants, 11, 12
board, county -
petitions to, 183
proceedings, 182, 183
bus drivers, see School, transportetion
children el
achievements of, 182, 184, 199, 201
list of educéble, 200
physical examinetions of, 210
progress reports, 182, 184, 199, 201
transportation of, See Schuol, trans=-
portation iadi
Demonstration, Stete Teochers College,
reports of teachers attending, 192
employees pay certificates, 187
fund, sixteenth section, see Sixteenth
section o
land, transfers of title to, 36
pay roll
bus drivers, 182, 187
teachers, 182, 184, 186, 187, 194
petitions, 3, 5, 184, 193
superintendent, see Educstion, super-
hteent - T
teachers
applicetions, 188, 191
accounts with superintendent, 185
adult education, 186, 191
appointed, 182, 191
contracts, 190
employed, 182, 190, 191, 198
examinstions, 182, 188, 189
licensed, 182, 190

(sai-Spe)

School
teachers (continued)
pay certificcstes, 187
reports, 182, 192-5, 199
salaries, 185-87, 194, 195
orders to hold, 184
transpertation
bids to furnish, 184
contracts, 193
reports, 193
rules and regulations, 182
salaries, 182, 187, 196
trustees
appointments of, 199
elections of, 193
proceedings, 182, 198
warrants, 10-13
work, WPA adult educational
bulletins, 203
correspondence concerning, 202
instructions, 203
pay roll, 186
teachers engoged in, 191
Sectional indexes, 25, 26, 36
Section lines, meps showing, 46, 156
Secret record of indictments, see Grend
jury e
Seed loans, 29
Sentences
circuit court, 84, 181
county court 122, 181
justice of the peece court, 129-34
juvenile ecourt, 91, 92
Servents of Confederate veterans
applications for pensions, 11, 222
pensions grented, 222
Sheriffs
execution docket, 137
record of fines, fees, and costs,
143, 144
mesne process dockets, 135, 136
Smallpox veccinetions, 217
Sixteenth section
fund
applications for loans from, 1-3
loang made from, 34
security for, 35
land treznsfers, 36
Soil conservation, 225
Soldiers discharges, 45
Special elections, freeholders petitions
to call, 3,.5
Specifications, bridge and road, 3, 4, 17
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State cases, see Criminal cases
Statements, depository, 176
Statistical reports, see Reports
Statisties, vital, see Vital statistics
Stenographers fees, 143, 177
Stray animals impounded, 145
Streams, maps showing, 46
Streets, maps showing, 46
Superintendent of education, see Educa-
tion, superintendent of =~
Supervisors
board of, see Board of Supervisors
districts, meps showing, 156
Supreme court decisions, 73, 115
Surety bonds, see Bonds
Surgeons licenses, veterinary, 112, 169
Surveyors field notes, 223
Surveys, 223

Tax
ad valorem, exemptions from, see Tax
exemptions
abatement, see Tax, equalization
adjustment, see Tax, equalizetion
applicatioms for exemption from
county ad velorem, :44
state ad valorem, 154, 155
assessments
back, 3
personal property, 18, 146, 153
real property, 18, 146-49
objections to, see Tax, equalizetion
automobile, see Tax, privilege
back, see Tax, sales
bridge privilege, road end, See Tex,
privilege
collection
cash books,; 158-60
delinquent, 38<42
privilege, 169, 170
reports, 161
collector
account with suditor, 173
cash books, 158=60
correspondence of, 171
licenses issued by, 167«70
receipts, 162-167
reports, 1-3, 161, 168
commtation, see Tex, road
deeds, 19, 21
equalization, 1=3
errors, See Tax, equelization
exemptions
county ad valorem, 44

(Sta=-Tax)

Tax

exemptions (continued)
homestead, 154, 155
poll, 180
state ad valorem, 154, 155
lands sold for, see Tax, sales
levies, see Tax, rolls
maps, 154-56
index, 157
matters, correspondence concerning,
171
motor vehicles, see Tax, privilege
non-payment, seéﬁfgk, sales
personal property, sSee Tex, rolls
poll et
assessments, 146, 153
cash book, 158
collection, 158
receipts, 162, 166
privilege
automobile, 170
motor vehicle, 170
occupational, 169
personal, 169
professionsl, 169
road and bridge, 170
public service corporation, see Tax,
rolls A
real property, see Tax, rolls
receipts
partial payments, 163
personal property, 162
index, 164
poll, 162, 166
real property, 162
index; 164
road and bridge privilege, 170
special commutetion teax, 162, 166
redemptions, sSee Tax, sales
releases, see Tax, sales
returns, 146
revision, sece Tex, equalization
road and bridge privilege, See Tex,
privilege
rolls
personal property, 18, 153
real property, 18, 147-51
index, 152
public service corporation, 18
sales
list of lands sold to individuals
at, 39
index; 40
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Tax
sales (continued)
notices to owners of lands sold at,
38
redemptions from, 41, 42
releases from, 41, 42
state ad valorem, exemptions from, 154,
155
Teachers, See School, teachers
Testaments, 63, 64
Testamentary letters, 66, 67
Tests
clinical, 210-12, 216
laboratory, 213-15, 218, 219
tuberculin, 214
venereal disease, 215
Wassermann, 215
Tensilectomies, applicetions for, 220
Towns, maps showing, 46
Townships, maps showing, 46, 156
Titles
to chattels, see Deeds, chattel; Deeds
of trust, chattel; Trensfers of own-
ership of automobiles
to land, see Deeds, land; Deeds of
trust, land; Tax, deeds; Tax, sales
Tracts, maps showing, 156
Transeribed records, see Transcriptions
Transcriptions i
of attorneys receipt book, 59
of auditors accounts, 172
of cases appealed
from circuit court to supreme court,
73, 115
from county court to circuit court,
115
of chancery cases, 49
of index to land deed records, 20
of land deed records, 19
of minutes of board of supervisors of
Perry County, 1
of record of wills, 63
of register of allowsnces, 6
of secret record of indictments, 89
of sixteenth section index, 36
Transfers of title
to chattels, see Deeds, chattel; Deeds
of trust, chattel
to land, see Deeds, land; Deeds of
trust, land; Tax, deecds; Tax, liens;
Tax, sales
to motor vehicles, 47
Transportation, see Communicstions mAps;
School, transportation

(Tax-Wit)

Treatments
of communicable diseases, 213-17, 219
of venereal diseases, 215
Trust deeds, see Deeds of trust
Trust, deeds of, see Deeds of trust
Trustees
See also School, trustees
deeds
chattel, 19, 30
land, 19, 21, 24-26
Tuberculin tests, 214
Typhoid fever immunizations, 217

Vaccinations, 217
Valuations
of estetes, 66, 67
of security for loans from sixteenth
section school fund, 35
tax, see Tax, assessments
Vat, dipping, bids and consract to
construct, 5
Veterans
Confederate
applications for pensions, 221
enlistment records of, 221
.pensions grénted, 11, 222
world war
enlistment records of, 45
discharges of, 45
Veterinary surgeons licenses, 112, 169
Vital statisties, 104, 105, 208, 209
Voters
disenfranchised, 181
exempt from poll tax, 180
list of ;
prospective, 178
qualified, 179
registration of, 178
Vouchers, see Warrants

Warrants
cancelled, 3, 13
duplicete copies of, 12
register of, 9, 10
stubs of, 11
Warranty deeds, 19, 21
Wassermann tests, 215
Welfare, 1-3
Widows of Confederste veterens . ..
applications for pensions by, 221
pensions granted to, 11, 222
Wills filed for probate, 63, 64
Witnesses
effidavits of, in naturslization pro-
ceedings, 93
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witnesses (continued)
fees ;
in ‘chancery court proceedings, 61, °
143
in circuit court proceedings, 95, 96,
98, 143
index, 97
in county court proceedings, 98, 143
subpoenaed
in chancery court proceedings, 56
in eircuit court proceedings, 81, 82
in county court proceedings, 119

WPA adult education program
bulletins, 203
correspondence pertaining to proce-

dure in, 202, 203

instructions for carrying on, 203
pay roll, 186
teachers engaged in, 191
time -reports, 186

Nrits, 49, .51, 70-73, 91, 92, 113«15

135-40

X-Ray diagnoses, 212
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Figures refer to page numbers.

Abbreviations, list of, 16-17
Abolishment
of county court, 23
of office of treasurer, 80, 81
Aborigines, 3
Absent voters lew repealed, 83
Administration
of county government
by board
of:police; 23
of road commissioners, county, 22
of supervisors, 20-21
by county court, 22
by court of common pleas, 21
by court of general quarter sessions
of the peace, 21
of education, 11, 20, 84-90
of estates, chancery clerks duties in,
35 i ;
of justice, 10, 34-35, 39-41, 48-~51,
57-61
Administrative matters, jurisdiction in,
10
Affidavits filed by county prosecuting
attorney, 63
Agent
county agricultural
appropriations for, 103
duties of, 103
establishment of office of
in Forrest County, 103
in Mississippi, 103
history of, 103 !
housing of records of, 13, 15
importance of, 102
provisions for, 103
records képt by, 103
salary of, 103
home demonstration
appropriations for, 104-105
directed by county agent, 103
duties of, 103-105
establishment of office of
in Forrest County, 103, 104
in Mississippi, 103, 104
history of, 103, 104
housing of records of, 13, 15
provisions for, 103, 104
purposes of, 103, 104
records kept by, 105

Agricultural
agent, see Agent, county agricul-
turdfwggent; Agent, home demon-
stretion g
crops, value of in 1936, 6
extension department
appropriations for, 103
county agent is director of, 103
duties of, 103
establishment of
in Forrest County, 103
in Mississippi, 103
history of, 103
provisions for, 103 -
records kept by, 103, 105
high school, 20, 89
statistics, 6
Aim of Historical Records Survey, ii
Aliens, naturalization of, 41
Alimony jurisdiction, 10
Annual reports, See Reports
Appellate jurisdiction
of eircuit court, 10
of ‘county court, 10
of supreme court, 10
Applications
for Confederste pensions, 98
for homestead exemptions, 70
fippointments
of county agricultural agent, 103
of county engineer, 100
of director of health department,
93, 94
election commissioners, 11
of home demonstration agent, 103,
104
of members of pension boerd of
inquiry, 97
Appropriations
for agricultural extension depart-
ment, 103-105
for county mgents, 103-105
for generel county expenses, 20
for health department, 94 {
for objects authorized by law, by
board of supervisors, 20
Area
of Forrest County, 8
of Washington County, 3
Asgessed value of property in For=-
rest County im 1936, 5-6
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Assessor, tax, See Tax assessor
Attorney, eounty p prosecuting, see
Ccounty prosecuting attorney
A Trip Through the Piney Woods by J. F.
H. Claiborne, 4
Auditor
clerk of the board of supervisors is
ex-officio, 78, 80
compensation ef, 81
duties of, 78
records kept by, 78, 80
reports of, 78
Automobile licenses, 75

Bank, see Depository, county
Beats, superV1sors, county is divided
into five, 20
Board
of inquiry, pension, See Pension
board of inquiry
police
duties of, 23
esteblished in 1832, 23
name changed to board of super-
visors in 1869, 23
number of members of, 23
supervisors
bonds of members of, 20
clerk of, see Clerk of the board of
Supervisors
compensation of members of, 20
composition of, 20
duties of, 20-21"
history of, 20=21
pewers of, :20-21
quealifications of members of, 20
term of office of, 20
Bond
of auditor, see Clerk of the chancery
court, bond of
of clerk
of the chancery court, 35
of the circuit court, 39
of constable, 68
of justice of the peace, 60

of members of ‘the board of supervisors,

20
of registrar, see Clerk of the cire
cuit court, bond of
of sheriff
as peace officer, 64
as ex=officio tax collector, 74
of tex
assessor, 70

(Ass=Cir)

Bond
of tax (continued)
collector, 74
of treasurer, see Clerk of the chan~
cery court, bond of
Boundaries
of election districts, 11
of Forrest County, 3-4
of Washington County, 3
Boys and girls club work, 10, 103, 105
Bridges, jurisdiction over, 20
Buildings, county’
constructiom of, 20
maintenance of, 20
insurance on, 20
protection of, from fire, 20

Camp Shelby established im Forrest
County in 1917, 6
Capper=-Ketchum act, 104
Cattle raising, 6
Certificates
of exemption from payment of poll
tax, 83
of marriage, 41
Chancery clerk
discharges duties
of auditor, 10
of clerk
of the board of supervisors, 10
of the chancery court, 10
of the pension board of inquiry,
10
treasurer, 10
importance of office of, 10
Chancery court
clerk of, see Clerk of the chancery
court
establishment of office of
in Forrest County, 35
in Mississippi Territory, 34
history of, 34-35
jurisdiction of, 10, 35
Charters, corporatlon, recording of,
27 j
Children, educable, nnumeratmn of,
72, 86, 89-90
Choctaw Indians, treaty with, 3
Claiborne, Js Fe He, A Trip Througg
the Piney Woods, 4
Circuit court
clerk.of, see Clerk of the circuit
court, i
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Circuit court (continued)

Clerk

establishment of
in Forrest County, 39
in Mississippi Territory, 39
history of, 39-40
jurisdiction of, 10
Civil cases, cognizance in
of circuit court, 10
of county court, 10, 48, 54 -
“of justices of the peace, 10, 60

Clerk

of the board of supervisors
duties of, 23
history of, 23
housing, care, and accessibility cf
records, of, 15
of the chancery court -
acts as’'recorder, 10, 27
bond of, 35
duties of, 35
establishment of office of
in Forrest County, 7, 35
in Mississippi, 34
history of, 34-35
housing, care, and accessibility of
records of, 15
is ex~officio
clerk
of the board of superviscrs, 10
23
of thé pension board of inquiry,
30,498
treasurer, 10, 78, 81
term of office of, 35
of the ecircuit court
bond of, 39
duties of, 40-41
establishment of office of
in Forrest County, 7, 39
in Mississippi Territory, 39
fees of, 41
history of, 39-40
housing, care, and accessibility of
records of, 14
is ex=officio
clerk of the county.court, 10, 54
registrar, 10, 82
reports of °
to auditor, 40, 41
to clerk 6f the board of super-
visors, 40
to state registrar of vital stntls-
tics, 41

of the circuit cog;t (conylnurd)
term of offlce,-ﬁga
of the counmty court, #see*ﬁlerk of
the circuit court
Clubs, Four-H; activities cf, 105
Collection of taxes, 10.L74-76
Covllector, tex, se “Tax collector
College
Mississippi Normg}g opened in 1910,
6

Mississippi State, éxtenshon depart=
ment work of, 103-105 *
Stete Teschers, 6 4,%
Commissioners’ : ”h
& county road, 28 g
“glection, 11, 8%?
Compensation
See also Fecg & -
Tof audltor, Bl
of county egent, foz
of county engihesr, 100
of county prosecuting attorney, 63
of registrer, 83" -
Confederate veterans
applications for pensions, 98
number of in/Forrest County, 98
pensions paid togy 98
servants of, 98
widows of, 98
Constable’ "
bond of, 68
duties b@fLB
estab, sHnlent of office of
in hsg County, 7, 67-
fississippi Terrltory, 68
,not qulred to Keep aermanent

estabméume:tz of of f1

County, 7,

1n,Fot
ippi Terrifo g

,in Mis
foes of', 69
Y mai‘acq_as sheriff, 69 .
" termeof Bffice of, 69
Grc;pore‘tlom charters, rccOrdiﬁ{_
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Corrupt practices ect, 83
Cotton, value of in 1936, 6
County
agent, see Agent, cgricultural; Agent,
home demonstration
attorney, See County prosecuting attor-
ney
court 1807-1832
abolished, 1832, 23
administrative duties of, 22, 52
clerk of, 23
composition of, 22
established in Mississippi Territory
in 1807, 21-22
justices of, appointed by governor,
22
Jurisdiction of, £2, 53
powers of, 22
court 1865-1870 -
abolished 1870, 54
composSition of, 54
established 1865, 53
jurisdiction of, 54
probate judge, made president of, 54
court 1927--
clerk of, 54
established by legislature, 54
Jjudge, of,iggg County, judge
jurisdiction of, 10, 54
may be abolished, 54
need for, 54
organized in Forrest County, 48, 54
depository
plén of des1gnat1ng 1nauguratcd in
1912, 80
required to deposit selected securi-
ties with county treasurer, 80
reports of, 78
engineer
duties of, 101
establlshment of office of
in Forrest County, 100
reports of, 101
salary of, 100
surveyor appointed as, 100
Judge, term of office of, 48
prosecuting attorney
duties, 6%
establishment of office of
"~ in Forrest County, 62
in Mississippi, 62, 63 .
history of, 62-63

not required to keep permanent rccordS,

63

‘ Divorce cases, cognizence.

(Gor=Doc)

County
prosecuting attorney (continued)
salary of, 63
seat, Hattiesburg designated as,
superintendent of education, see
Superintendent of education
Court
of common pleas
composition ofy 49
county governing duties of, 51
established in Mississippi Territory,
48
jurisdiction of, 50
justices of, appeinted by governor,
49
of general querter sessions of the
peace
composition of, 49
county governing duties of, 50
establishment of in Mississippi Ter-
ritory, 48
jurisdiction of, 49
justices of appointed by governor,
49
of probate
establishment of in Mississippi Ter=-
/rltory, 48 8
Jjudge of, appointed by governor, 51
jurisdiction of, 51

ICourthouse

original, 6
present
dimensions of, 1%~16
location of offices in, 13-16
Crimes, register of persons convicted
of, 82.
Criminal cases, ccgnizance in
of circuit' court, 10
ofsgounty court, 10, 48 -
ofzﬁuatices of the peece, 10, 60
Crops, value of in 1836, 6

Deeds, recording of, 27

Deeds of trust, reccrding of, 27

Dentists licenses, 41

Department of Archives and History, Misz 4
B8issippi, sece Mississippi Departmen§
of Archives end History

/| Depcsitory, county, See County depositcry

Discharges, sold1ers, sailors, marine s,,
28

of ‘chanc

court in, 10 >

Doctors licenses, 41




Bducable children, enumeratlon ofy 72,
86, 89-90

Educatlon~
See also School; Suporlntendent of ed=-
T ucation
first aid -given, 86
negro, 89

progress of, in Forrest County, 89
reconstruction program of, 87-88
Superintendent of, see Superintendent
of education st
Election
of, board of supervisors, 20
of clerk
of the chancery court, 35
of circuit court, 39
comnmissioners, 11, 82
‘ constable, 68
of county judge, 48
of county prosecuting attorney, 62
of coroner, 69
superintendent of education, 84
of tax assessor, 70
Elections
commissioners of, 11, 82
registrars duties in, 82
i Special, when called, 11, 20
| Embalmers licenses, 41
|  BEminent domain, jurisdiction in
| of county court, 10, 48
1 of justices of the peace, 10, 59
| Enforcement of laws, 10
~ Engineer, county, see County engineer
Fqualization of taxes 70
Equity cases, Jur1sd1ctiom in
of chancery court, 10
of county court, 10, 48
Establishment
of agricultural extension department
103
of board of supervisors, 7, 20
of Camp Shelby, 6
of chancery
clerks office, 7, 34
court, 7, 34
of cineult
clerks office, 7, 39
court, 7, 39
of constables office, 7, 67
of coroners offlce, % 69
of county
agents office, 103
court, 21,583, 54
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Establishment
of county (continued)
depository, 80
engineers office, 100
judges office, 48 :
prosecuting attorneys office, 62
seat, 3
of court %
of common pleas, 48
of general quarter sessions of the
peace, 48
of Forrest County, 3, 7
of Greene County, 3
of health department, 94
of hone demonstratlon agents office,
103, 104
of Mississippi
Normal college, 6

State Teachers College, 6 g ‘

of office
of justice of the peace, 57
of superintendent of educetion, 84
of pension board of inquiry, 97
of Perry County, 3
of Second Judicial Dlstrlct of Perry
County, 3
of sheriffs office, 7, 64
of Stone County, 4
of surveyors office, 99
of tax.
assessors office, 70
collectors office, 7, 64
of Washington County, 3
Estate matters, jurisdiction of chan-
cery court in, 10
Estrays, jurisdiction of ranger overy /. %\ &
101 i WoAh g
Exemption, homestead, 70 Bl
Explanatory notes, list of, 18-19 :

.

PRl kb >

Farm income in 1936, 6
Fees
See also Compensation
Tof clerk of the circuit court 41
coroners, 69
of justices of the peace, 61
sheriffs, 65
surveyors, 99
tax collectors, 76
Fishing licenses, 75
Four-H d¢lubs activities, 105 }
Functions of the county, 10-11 !
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Fund ;
Confederate pension, 98
sixteenth section school, 86, 87

Garner, James Wilford, Reconstruction
in Mississippi, 87, 88
Government county, administraticn of,
8ee Administretion of county govern-
ment
Governmental organizetion and Records
system, 7-13
Greene County established, 3
Growth of Forrest County, 5
Gulf and Ship Islend raeilrosd
chertered in 1882, 5
completed in 1900, 5
furnished outlet for lumber of
Forrest County, 5
purchased by Capte Jo T, Jones, 5

Hattiesburg
as business and railroad center, 5
designated as county seat, 3 :
fourth largest city im Mississippi, 10
population of, im 1890, 1900, 1910,
1920541930, 5

selectéd as site for Mississippi Normel

College, 5
Health
department
child=~health program of, 95
director of
duties of, 94
qualificetions of, 94
salary of, 94
established in 1921, 94
general program of, 94
infant care program of, 94
laboretory work of, 94
maternal care program of, 95
personnel of, 95
pre-natal program of, 95
records kept by, 95
rural senitation program of, 94
tuberculosis case-finding program
ory 99 ; '
urban sanitation progrem of, 94
state board of
bureaus of, 94
composition of, 94
standardization of records of, 95
Home demonstration agent, see Agent,
‘home demonstration
Kfonomics program, 103-5
e

Tiwe v

.
ey

(Fun-Law)

Homestead declerations, recording of, 28
Historical Records Survey
aim e, it
assistance given by
to Forrest County, 13 o
to Mississippi Department of Archives
and History, iv
tc secretary of state, iv 7
Historical sketch, 3-6 J
Housing of records, 13-16
Hunting licenses, 75

Income, average farm, in 1936, 6
Incorporation charters, recording of, 27
Indians, Choctaw, treaty with, 3
Industrial growth of Forrest County, 5
Institute for Government Research of the
Brookings Institution, Report on a
Survey of the Organization and Admin-
istreticn of State and County Govern-
ment, in Mississippi, 9, 12, 88, 89
Inquests, coroncr, 69

Jail, maintenance of, 20
Jones, Capte Js Te, purchases Gulf and
Ship Island railroad, 5
Judge, county, term of office of, 48
Justice of the peace
bond c¢fy 68, 60
duties of', 60
establishment of office of
in Forrest County, 57
in Mississippi Territory, 57
fees of, 61
history of, 57-60
jurisdiction of, 57, 58, 59
legislation concerning records of,
574 60
number of in Forrest County, 60
powers of, 57
term ' of offiece' of, 57, 68, 869

Leboratory of health department, 94
Iand
abstracts of title to, 23
conveyances
recording of, 27
sectional index to, 24
Indien title to, first move t0 ex='_
tinguish, 3 :
Sixteenth sectiony 86, 87
titles to, recording of, 27
Lew books, custodiém of, 68
Leases, eecording of, 27
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Licenses
automobile, 75
doctors, 41
fishing, 75
hunting, 75
marria
motor %gﬁféh%&l!ys
occup; tional " privilege, 76
osteop 5, '
pharmacists, 41
physicians, 41
privilege, 41
List £
of educable school children, 72, 86,
89-90
of explanatory notes, 18-19
of persons convicted of crimes, 82
of poll tax delinquents, 82

; : 4

Livestock and livestock products in 1936,

6 3
Long Leaf pii¥Belt, 3, 4
Louisiana Purchase, 3
Lumberlng;:érGWth and decline of, 5

Maintenanéé
‘of courthouse and jail, 20
of peacqv\lo, 6466
Minors business, jurisdiction of chan-
cery court in, 10
Minutes
of the board of supervisors, 23
* of the chaneery court, 35
of the circuit court, 40
of the county court, 41, 54
Mississippi
admitted &s state, 8
Department of Archives and History
annual reports of, 12
cooperation given by, to Historical
Records Survey, v
‘newspapers of, bound through help
© @f Historical Records Survey, iv

6&tﬁe&stern railroad
ugh Mississippi, 2-3

(Lic~Pop)
&7

%

4 Newspapers

kept by clerk of the chancery court,
35

of Mississippi Department of Archives
and History bound  fhrough help
of Historirzal Records Survey, v

Occupational privilege licenses, 7B
Osteopaths licenses, 41

Partition of personal property, juris-
diction in -
county court, 10, 48
of justice of the peace, 60
Pension board of inquiry
appointed by board of supervisors; 97°
chancery clerk is ex-officio elerk of,
9% & o
conposition of, 98
duties, 98
estabPishment of
in Forrest County, 98
in Migsissippi, 97
meetings of, 98
Pensions, Confederate
applieations for, 98
duties of
clerk of the pension board of
inquiry concerning, 98
of stete esuditor concerning, 98
persons cligible for, 98
Pensioners, Confederate
classes of, 98
number of, in Forrest County, 98
Perry County
" formed in 1820, 3
Forrest Gounty organized from Second
Judicial ' District of, 3, 7
recgrds of Second Judicial Distrct
of, transcribed¢ for Forrest County,
7
Population
of Forrest County
and Perry County 1910
in 19805 5 {
fgﬁf Hatt1osburg, 1890, 1900 1920 1930,
5

-

native white, of Forrest County, S
negro

of Forrest County, 5

of Mississippi, 8
rural

of Forrest County, 5

of Mississippi, 9
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Preface, ii-iv
Probate judge
appointed 1799, 51
duties , 51
made president of county court in 1865,
54
Probate matters, chancery courts juris-
dietion in, 10
Prosecuting attorney, see County prosecu-
ting attorney e
Public buildings, maintenance of, 20
Qualified voters, list of revised by
election commissioners, 82

Ranger
coroner is ex=-officio, 101, 102
duties of, 101-=2
establishment of office of
in Forrest County, 101
in Mississippi Territory, 101
history of, 101-2
reports of, 102
Reconstruction in Mississippi, by James
~ Wilford Gerner, 87, 88
Recorder
clerk of the chancery tourt
discharges duties of, 10, 27
duties of, 27-28
establishment of office of
in Forrest County, 27
in Mississippi Territory, 28
records kept by, 27-28
reports of, 27, 28
Records
destroyed, reestablishment of, 12
efforts of state agencies to stand-
ardize, 12
furnished by board of supervisors, 1l
legislation concerning, 1l
lost, reestablishment of, 12
neglect of, 11
prescribed by Code of 1930, 11-12
stolen, reesteblishment of, 12
revision of in Forrest County by WPA
project, 13
Registrar
clerk of the circuit court is ex-
officio, 40 -
compensation of, 83
duties of, 82-83
establishment of office of
in Forrcst County, 40
in Mississippi, 39

Registrer (continued)
history of, 82-83
records kept by, 82-83
Registration
of licenses, 41
of voters, 82
Reguletion of health, 10, 93, 97
Report on a Survey of the Organization
and Administretion of Of State and County
Government in M1gSlss;pp1, by Ingtitute
for Covernment Research of the Brpok=-
ings Institution, 9, 12, 88, 89
Reports
annual, of the Missiscippi Department
of Archives and History, 12
of suditor to grand jury, 78
of clerk
of the board of supervisors to
state auditor, 78
of the chancery court to state
board of health, 27
of the circuit court to
clerk of the board of supervisors,
40
stete rogistror of vital statis-
tics, 41
* county agent to Mississippi State
College extension department, 103
county engineer to board of super=-
visors, 101
director of health department to
state board of health, 94,.95
justices of the peace to clerk of
the board of supervisors, 60
sheriff to county suditor, 66
stete superintendent of education
‘tou county superintendent of educaw..
tion, 84, 86
of superintendent cf education to
stote superintendent of educetion,
85
of tex collsector
to clerk of the boprd of supervisors,
75
to state auditor, 75
to stete geme and fish commission,
75
of teachers to superintendent of ed-
uneationy 84, 85, 90

Sargent, Winthrop
code of laws compiled by, 19, 48
established Washington County, 3
first governcr of Mississippi Terri-
tory, 48




School
districts, 88-89
land, sixteenth section
managed by county court, 86
income from dissipated, 86, 87
reserved by Congress in 1803, 86
standardization in Forrest County, 89
Sheriff
bond of, 64
duties of, 64
establishment of office of
in Forrest County, 64
in Mississippi Territory, 65
is ex-officio tax collector, 11, 64, 74
records Kept by, 65, 66
term of office, 64
Smith-Iever act, 104
Soldiers discharges, recording of, 28
State board of health, see Health,
state board of N
Superintendent of education
bond of, 84
duties of, 84-86
establishment of office of
in Forrest County, 84
in Mississippi, 84, 87
history of, 84-88
quslifications of, 86
records kept by, 84-86
term of office, 84
Supervisors, board of, sce Board of
supervisors I
Supreme court, 10
Surgeons licenses, 41
surveyor
bond of, 99
duties of, 99-100
establishment of office of
in Forrest County, 99
in Mississippi Territory, 99
of Forrest County appointed county °
engineer, 100
qualifications of, 99
records kept by, 100

Tax
~ assessor
bond of, 70
duties of, 70-72
establishment of office of
in Forrest county, 64
in Mississippi Territcry, 71

(Sch=wil)

assessor (continued)
history of, 70-73
records kept by, 70=72
collector
bond of, 74
duties of, 75=76
establishment of office of
in Forrest County, 64
in Mississinpi Territory, 74
fees of, 76
history of, 74-76
records kept by, 75
sheriff is ex-cfficio, 64, 74
Term of office of
clerk
of the chancery court, 35
of the circuit ccurt, 39
constable, 68
coroner, 6%
justice of the pesce, 57, 58, 59
members of the board of supervisors,
20
sheriff, 64
superintendent of education, 84
surveycr, 100
tax assessor, 70
Testamentary metters,
jurisdietion in, 10
Treasurer
abolishment of office of, 80, 81
ccmpensation of, 81
duties, 78
establishment of cffice of
in Yorrest County, 7
in Mississippi Territory, 79
functions of assigned to chencery
clerk, 81
history of, 79-81
Treaty of Mount Dexter, 3
Trust, deeds of, recording of, 27

chancery courts

Value
assessed, of property in Forrest
County, 1936, 5-6
of ccrn, cotton, and other crops in
1936, 6
livestock and livestock products, 6
Voters, registration cf, 83

Wills, jurisdiction of chancery court
in probate of, 10 ;










