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PUBLISHERS’ PREFACE

In publishing this volume of “Stories and Speeches” of Senator
William O. Bradley, we desire to extend thanks to Hon. M. H.
Thatcher, former Governor of the Canal Zone, and the intimate friend
of the Senator, for the biographical sketch herewith included, as well
as for his compilation of the speeches of Senator Bradley herewith
published, and for suggesting their inclusion; also, for other very
valuable work rendered in relation to this undertaking and in
reading and revising the proofs. We also desire to extend thanks to
Mr. Arthur B. Krock, of the Louisville Courier-Journal for valuable
services rendered by him to Senator Bradley, shortly before the latter’s
death, in helping to put the stories in shape for publication. In these
thanks the members of the Senator’s family most earnestly join.

The members of the Senator’s family have felt some diffidence in
permitting the publication of these stories for the reason that, with
characteristic Bradley candor, the real names of the actors are
called, and the stories are told without reservations; and there has
been expressed the fear that the feelings of some of the relatives
and descendants of some of those who figure in these portrayals might
be wounded. We believe, however, that this will not be the case. Some
of the ancestors and kinsmen of the chief officers of the publishing
company are so named herein, but we know that Senator Bradley loved
these men—and, in fact, loved all the sturdy Kentuckians about whom
these stories and reminiscences cluster—and what is herein portrayed,
though true to life, is portrayed in the spirit of love and humor, and
never otherwise. Hence, we do not believe any umbrage can be taken
on this score. Moreover, we believe that the frankness with which
the stories are told will greatly add to their value. For the most part
they refer to Kentucky’s yesterday, when the weaknesses and dissipa-
tions of men were more open than now, and when candor—always a
Kentucky characteristic—went far to redeem those faults which grew
up chiefly from the spirit of good fellowship. All this Senator Bradley
knew and appreciated, and as he lived through that day as one of its
strongest characters, these stories of his observation and experience
became part and parcel of his life, and were ever retained in his
wonderful memory. It was natural, therefore, that with his remark-
able story-telling gifts, and with his recollection of all these humorous
incidents, he should desire to record and preserve them. It had been
his hope to see the collection in print during his life-time, but the
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constant exactions of public duty delayed the completion of the work,
and the hope was denied him. The publication is now being made in
accordance with his wishes.

Confident that the collection of stories and speeches of so notable
a man as William O. Bradley will be widely read and appreciated, and
that it shall prove a unique, most valuable, and popular contribution to
the literature of the day, and of the days to come, we submit same to
the reading public. :
THE PUBLISHERS.

Lexington, Kentucky, November, 1916.



Willhlam O. Bradley

O wondrous man of magic, golden tongue,
Who, looking ever sunward, didst uprise
And pierce the glory of our civic skies,—
How shall the story of thy life be sung
To keep thine honored name forever young?
How shall we term that dauntless enterprise
Which, in Mischance, finds Fortune’s skilled disguise,
And gains and holds the ladder’s highest rung?

No song thou need’st: thy deeds have wrought thy fame
And launched it on its journey through the years;
Death only raised and glorified thy name,—
Thine youth eterne began amidst our tears.
By gifts divine the heights thou didst ascend,
And Time shall know and claim thee to the end.

The writer has been asked to prepare a sketch of the life and
labors of William O. Bradley, to be published with this volume of his
stories and speeches., While deeply appreciative of this honor, and
while the work is one of love, the writer is nevertheless, very
diffident in undertaking it. Senator Bradley was made up of such
strong and unusual elements that only the pen of a Plutarch could do
him justice. It goes without saying, however, that the poor, unaided
boy who could mount to the high estate of eminent lawyer, orator,
successful political leader, Governor and United States Senator, in the
face of the heaviest and most adverse political odds, was no ordinary
character.

There is nothing more fascinating than the study of biography;
nothing more interesting than to upward trace the career of great-
souled men and women who have struggled from the valleys to the
summits. The great personages of history are the stars which up-light
the night of the past; and they serve the necessary purpose of guiding
the present and future generations along the paths of worthy endeavor.
Extinguish these lights, eliminate all history of these men and women,
and the world would be immediately plunged into darkness and
despair. Character has been variously defined, but there is certainly
one element which enters into its composition which is its surest
proof. It is the element of endurance; it is strength, force; and,
having strength and force, it possesses the eternal quality. It is the
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law of effort that those who, on this plane of struggle, strenuously
strive for right or for wrong, shall live long after they have ceased
to labor; and if their labors have been for the right they shall be
loved and revered as long as the flower of gratitude blooms in the
human heart. What man has done, man may do again. The noblest
inspiration must come from the contemplation of the heroic deeds of
our fellow beings; and it is of the highest importance that the lives of
those who have driven the chariots of progress be faithfully portrayed
to the multitude to the end that the multitude may be informed and
inspired. Each nation has its history, its heroes, and its historical
characters. A few there are, like Shakespeare and Goethe and the
prophets of old, who are universal in their influence. They were not
of a single country, but were of all the race; and because they spoke
fundamentally to our human sympathy and need, by all are they
understood. Then, there are others, like Washington and Lincoln,
who though identified with great movements, national and local in
their immediate scope, yet spoke and wrought mightily for the
principles of liberty and justice, and pointed the way to those ultimate
conditions of liberty and justice, which, in the course of ages, the race
hopes to reach. These, too, with the unfolding of time, shall make
their universal appeal. These, too, were, and are, the brothers of all
mankind ; and all mankind shall come to recognize them as such.

The skill of the biographer depends on at least three essentials,
viz.: First, a sufficient statement of details of the subject’s life an
labors to properly set forth his character and achievements; second,
the proper deduction from these facts and their just interpretation;
and, third, the ability to present all in such a way as to fix and hold
the attention of the reader.

The present sketch, however, is not ambitious. Morecover.
in this volume there is not room for an extended narrative. Only the
more essential facts of Senator Bradley’s life, together with some
general comment and deduction, can be given; and these follow.

William O’Connell Bradley was born in Garrard County, Ken-
tucky, near Lancaster, on March 18, 1847, and died in Washington,
D. C.,, on May 23, 1914. He was of Scotch-Irish descent. His father
was Robert M. Bradley, and his mother was Ellen (Totten) Bradley.
The mother was a woman of fine intelligence and capacity. Under the
general law of maternal transmission this could not have been other-
wise ; for it seems to be pretty well conceded that weak fathers may
sometimes have strong sons, but strong sons, rarely, if ever, are the
children of weak mothers. But so far as strength of character and
unusual intelligence were concerned, Senator Bradley was fortunate as
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to both father and mother. The father was a man of great force,
intellect, and gifts of speech; and though altogether “self-made,” was
one of the strongest men Kentucky has produced. He was the son of
Isaac Bradley, a sturdy character who had come to Kentucky from
Virginia in the earlier days, and his wife, the mother of R. M. Bradley,
was Miss Rachel Bretner, a Kentucky woman noted for her beauty.
During the period of his practice, R. M. Bradley was considered the
leading lawyer in matters of land title in the State of Kentucky.
Though eminently successful as a lawyer he was a whole-souled, gen-
erous man; and, starting in life poor, and having a large family to
support, he never accumulated fortune. Hence, young Bradley, the
only son, received from his father no wealth, nor any of the aids
which wealth can give; but he received a richer legacy in the gifts of
intellect and speech which descended to him. He was educated in the
local schools, and never attended college. In fact, in all essential
matters he was also a “self-made” man. When he was fourteen years
of age, at the outbreak of the Civil War, fired with patriotic zeal, he
left school and twice ran away from home, joining the Union Army
each time; but, on account of his extreme youthfulness, he was taken
by his father from the Army and brought home. In 1861 he was a
page in the Lower House of the Kentucky Legislature. Here, he was
seized with the ambition for a public career. When only eighteen
years of age, because of his unusual precocity, knowledge of the law,
and forensic ability, a special Act of the Kentucky Legislature was
passed, granting him license to practice law upon the condition that he
be found competent by two circuit judges of the State; with the
result that he was found thus competent, and was immediately
licensed. He at once entered upon the practice of his profession, and
straightway gained prominence as a lawyer; and, within a short time,
he was, both in popular estimation and in fact, one of the leaders of
the bar in Kentucky. In the course of his long practice he appeared
in the State and Federal Courts of Kentucky, as well as in the Federal
Courts of other States, and in the Supreme Court of the United States.

In addition to William O. Bradley the children oi the Bradley
household were as follows: Mary E. Bradley, who married S. II.
Newell ; Emily Frances Bradley, who died in infancy; Almira Pierce
Bradley, who married C. B. Bacheller; Margaret Ellen Bradley, who
married Dr. W. F. Scott; Catherine Virginia- Bradley, who married
Colonel Thomas Z. Morrow (parents of Edwin P. Morrow) ; James
Bradley, who died in infancy; Maria Josephine Bradley, who was

twice married, first to Captain F, M, Wolford, and next to Dr. Nelson
Mays.
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In 1867 Mr. Bradley married Miss Margaret Robertson Duncan,
of Lancaster, Kentucky, and of this union two children were born, a
son, George Robertson Bradley, who died about the age of twenty-
four, and a daughter, Christine, now the wife of Dr. John G. South, of
Frankfort, Kentucky. The wife and daughter survive the Senator
and reside at Frankfort. In this connection, we might say, no father
ever more completely idolized his children than did he, and the death
of his son in the pride and vigor of young manhood with the prospect
of distinction before him, was a severe blow for the father, from the
sorrow of which he never fully recovered; though, if that were
possible, after the son’s death, to the close of his own life, he lavished
an even greater affection upon the daughter.

In 1870 he was elected County Attorney of Garrard county, and
was the Republican candidate for Congress for the district wherein
Garrard county was located, in 1872 and 1876. The district was over-
whelmingly Democratic, and he, of course, failed of election; but his
races were noteworthy and attracted the attention of the entire
country.

He was unanimously elected delegate from the State-at-large
for Kentucky to seven Republican National Conventions, and was
three times elected chairman of the Kentucky delegation in National
conventions. He was also thrice elected a member of the Republican
National Committee. At the famous Republican National Convention
of 1880, he was one of the immortal three hundred and six who voted
for General Grant for the Presidential nomination, and greatly distin-
guished himself in seconding the nomination of Grant, delivering a
speech that is unsurpassed in convention oratory. He was chosen by
President Arthur to institute suits against the star-route fraud con-
tractors, but declined the appointment.

In 1884 he succeeded in defeating the motion to curtail Southern
representation in Republican National Conventions. In 1837 he made
the race as Republican candidate for Governor of Kentucky, and
reduced the normal Democratic majority of 47,000 of the previous
year to less than 17,000, his opponent being Gen. Simon Bolivar
Buckner, the old Confederate “war horse.”

In 1888, at the Republican National Convention, he received 105
votes for the Vice-Presidential nomination. In 1889 President Harri-
son appointed him Minister to Korea, but he declined the honor. In
1895 he was again the unanimous nominee of the Republican party for
Governor, and after a remarkable campaign he was elected by a
plurality of 8,912 votes; and the entire Republican State ticket was



Biographical Sketch of William O. Bradley. I1X

elected with him. This was the first time that Kentucky ever went
Republican.

In 1896 he was indorsed for President by the Kentucky State
Republican Convention.

In 1904 he seconded the nomination of Roosevelt for President,
again making a distinguished contribution to convention oratory.

Four times prior to 1908 he was his party’s nominee for United
States Senator. In 19o8 he was the unanimous nominee of his party
for United States Senator, as determined by legislative caucus; and,
in February, 1908, after a memorable fight, he was elected Senator,
although the General Assembly was Democratic on joint ballot by a
majority of eight votes.

After his election as Governor he received the degree of LL. D.
from Kentucky University.

In addition to his convention speeches already mentioned, he
delivered addresses and orations on many notable occasions; among
them being the dedicatory address at the Kentucky Building at the
Columbian Exposition (World’s Fair) at Chicago, in 1893; the
address at the unveiling and dedication of the Jefferson statue in
Louisville in 1902; the address at the dedication of the Kentucky
monument at Chickamauga Park in 1898 ; the address at the launching
of the battleship “Kentucky” in 1898; and the oration at the dedica-
tion of the new capitol building at Frankfort, Kentucky, in 1910.

In his many campaigns in Kentucky, Senator Bradley came to
know its people almost as well as he knew the people of his home
county, Garrard. His political adversaries join in the statement that,
on the stump, he was without a rival. He never forgot a name or face,
nor any circumstance or transaction which signalized any meeting
with any person, and this great faculty was of inestimable benefit to
him, and served to increase his wonderful power with the people. He
knew all by their first names, or nicknames, and thousands of the
humblest voters in the most remote sections of the State felt that they
knew him as intimately and as sympathetically as if he had been their
closest and most generous neighbor all their lives. He was
affectionately known to thousands of his followers and admirers as
“Billy O. B.,” and throughout his life he wore a white Alpine hat,
which came to be known far and wide as the “Bradley hat.” Like the
white plume of Navarre wherever it moved there was leadership and
battle.

Kentucky with its wealth of history, tradition and sentiment;
with its wonderful beauty of mountain, “Blue-grass” and “Pennyrile ;”
with its fine, pure strains of blood throughout its borders—has always
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been, and is today, a land of orators. They have glorified, and yet
glorify, the pulpit, the bar, and the hustings, and this without regard
to creed, section, or political party, and one of the greatest of all these
was William O. Bradley.

Not only was Senator Bradley an orator of unusual power, but he
was, also, in the best sense of the term, a fighter. He seemed to love
battle, and never hesitated to accept it when offered; and in any
cause he undertook was always on the aggressive, never on the
defensive. Yet he was in no wise contentious. He believed this to be
a world of struggle; and while he did not seek conflict, he regarded a
certain amount of it as necessarily attendant upon the efforts of any
one who sought to accomplish anything; and he believed, moreover,
that a certain amount of conflict, fairly waged, gave the temper and
strength to character which nothing else could give. He believed
that achievement was the great joy-giver. It was inevitable that some
political enemies should be raised up against him; but even these paid
tribute to his remarkable powers of eloquence, to his political sagacity
and leadership, to his splendid fighting qualities, to his unmatched
loyalty to friends, to his love of State and Nation, and to his openness
and candor. In this connection it may truly be said of him—in fact,
he said this of himself—that he never turned his back on friend or foe,
for he loved the one, and feared not the other. Yet, though he was a
man of strong emotions, feeling most keenly any injustice done him,
and was accounted a good “hater,” he had the capacity for forgive-
ness, and often surprised both friends and foes by forgiving those
he believed had done him grave injury, and supporting them for office
or appointment. In fact, he was too good a political general not to
know that there were times when, to the success of a party or of a
cause, these must be subordinated every personal consideration or
sentiment.

Now, while this is intended to be a nonpartisan sketch, it is indis-
pensable that some fuller reference be made to Senator Bradley’s
political career, and to his relationship to the party of which he was so
long the leader in his greatly beloved State. The greater portion of
his life was passed in intense political activity. He loved the political
game, He was a boy when the Civil War broke upon the country, and
his youthful imagination was inspired by love of country; and thus
resulted his efforts to join the Union Army. During the stirring
period of the war, Kentucky, as a border State, while loyalto the
Union Government, nevertheless furnished thousands of soldiers to
both armies. The State was torn with dissension and fratricidal strife.
Young Bradley, keen of mind, precocious, restless, fearless, and
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ambitious, formed his own views upon the important issues, and it
was but natural that, with his remarkable powers of speech and leader-
ship, he should plunge headlong into the political sea ; and that, in one
way or another, he should remain there until the day of his death.

A number of times during his long career, he forswore politics,
but without avail. He as inevitably went back into the game as the
duck goes into the water. With his gifts any other course was
impossible. No one could take his place, and the call of friends and

party—not to speak of the call of his own nature—was too strong
for him to resist.

For more than forty years he was on the firing line, fighting the
battles of the Republican party, and was the party’s chieftain during
the most of this period. His leadership, which lasted until his death,
for length and effectiveness, stands unrivalled in Kentucky since the
days of Clay. No man, in fact, has ever had in the State so large and
loyal a following as had he; and it was made up, not only of the rank
and file of his own party, but, as well, of thousands of others who held
opposing political convictions. Though others of fine ability gave
effective co-operation, the fact that Kentucky has several times
elected Republican Governors and United States Senators is chiefiy
due to his splendid energy, eloquence, and leadership. He was=
the father of the Republican party in Kentucky; the party’s mos*
ardent champion, its most effective, most trusted, and best
loved leader in the South. He bore aloft the party’s banner during
the dark days following the close of the Civil War, when to be a
Republican in the South meant proscription and persecution. During
his long period of leadership he fought the battles of the Republican
party with dauntless zeal and courage, and with unrivalled skill. For
more than a generation, in every important campaign, his voice was
heard in behalf of its principles throughout the Ilength and
breadth of Kentucky; and, also, in other States, for he was
ever in demand. His speech and personality were always worth
thousands of votes to his cause. He was the party’s master figure in
State conventions of Kentucky throughout the period of his active
political career, arid he had the power to thrill and inspire them at will.
Likewise, he was also a commanding power in the National Conven-
tions of his party, and in them he was not only influential from the
nation-wide standpoint, but was, moreover, the special and successful
spokesman of the party in the South. Wherever he moved he raised
up Republican majorities. It was given him to see his planting and
sowing in the political field grow unto golden harvest. In Kentucky
he saw his party, under his leadership, grow from an inconsequential
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and despised minority to a powerful, effective political organization,
winning battle after battle, and achieving triumph after triumph.

As Governor of Kentucky he was a splendid executive. He gave
to the State one of the best and most economical administrations it has
ever known. He was sternly opposed to mob law, dealt with it firmly
and skillfully, and his utterances on the subject are among the finest,
most effective the country has known. His strong nature, powerful
convictions, firm courage, wide experience, and thorough knowledge of
human nature, splendidly fitted him for executive achievements.

The negroes were his absolute and devoted friends. He never
played the demagogue with them, but always spoke to them with
perfect candor and helpfulness. He always had the courage to give
the negro a square deal and to defend him in his legitimate rights
whenever and however assailed. An example of this was his pardon,
while Governor, of the Simpson county negro, Dinning, whose indict-
ment grew out of his defense of his home from the attack of a white
mob. The negroes never had a better friend than William O. Bradley,
and this they fully understood and appreciated. No wonder it is that
they worship his memory.

As United States Senator he labored earnestly and effectively for
his State and constituents; and, more than this, he ever sought to
advance the interests of our common country. While he was a
partisan, in the sense that he earnestly believed that the domination
of the principles of the Republican party was necessary for the pros-
perity and progress of the Nation, he was first of all a patriot. None
was more ready than he to cast aside all partisan considerations wher-
ever and whenever the welfare of State or Nation so required. His
patriotism was of the highest, most ardent character ; and he loved his
State with all the passionate devotion that the noblest son bears for the
noblest mother.

Reference has been made to his candor. No man more ardently
hated hypocrisy and cant than did he. No one ever had to guess
where he stood on any question. No man ever was clearer, or more
courageous in his convictions. Physically, morally, and mentally his
courage was of the highest character. He was absolutely unafraid. He
was ever ready to express himself publicly or privately; and his con-
versation, in forcefulness, strong sense, and striking phraseology whS
truly Johnsonesque. Had Boswell been his associate what a wonderful
biography the world would have of him. He had faults to be sure—
for he was intensely human—but they were born of his energy, quick
sympathies, and ardor, and sprang not from malice or weakness.
On a certain occasion several years ago, the writer said to him, “Sen-
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ator, I hope some day to write the story of your life” ; whereupon, he
turned, and, looking the writer squarely in the eye in that intense and
wonderful Bradley way, responded: “If you do, you must paint me as
Cromwell wished to be painted, warts, and all.” But in the light of
his genius with what indistinctness do the “warts” appear.

Senator Bradley was the prince of story-tellers. He had an
inexhaustible stock which had come to him during the busy years of
his life, both through experience and absorption, and in the marvelous
quiver of his memory they were ever held ready for instant use. With
true Lincolnesque aptness he always had a story to illustrate his point,
and with voice and gesture he gave these stories life. When he
grew to manhood, and during the fullest vigor of his career,
story-telling was, perhaps, a greater art in Kentucky and in public life
generally than it is today. When opportunity permitted he could sit
for hours, telling in inimitable fashion, anecdote after anecdote, or
relating incident after incident, taken from chapters of his busy life
and observation, and he employed these stories with striking effect in
his public speeches.

This is an unusual collection of stories: one of the most interest-
ing and distinctly “human” collection ever published. They consti-
tute but a portion of the inexhaustible stock which Senator Bradley
held in store. They are of the Kentucky soil. The language quoted
is sometimes a little blunt and picturesque, and is of undoubted Ken-
tucky flavor. In the recital of these incidents and anecdotes the
Senator has, in a purely unconscious way, sought to hold the “mirror
up to nature,” and has given us striking portrait-glimpses of some
of those who have most prominently figured in the social and political
life of the State.

But the stories must necessarily lose much in the printing, and so
must his speeches ; though the latter, because of the genius and eloquence
which they possess, have within them the spirit of immortality. They
shall live as long as oratory is regarded with favor among men; they
shall live as long as patriotism is revered. The speech seconding the
nomination of Grant in 1880 is unsurpassed in convention oratory, and
by many of the most competent critics it is regarded as being
unrivalled. Great.in thought, sentiment, and music of expression, its
superb delivery increased its power more than can be told. The
Chickamauga address breathed the noblest spirit of patriotism and
reconciliation. It was one of the first great utterances in the country
indicating the true basis for a complete reconciliation between the
North and South. In it he urged forgetfulness of the passions and
prejudices of the Civil War, and love and reverence by all for the
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heroism and glory common to the participants on both sides of that
awful conflict. It is a classic of patriotism, and should be in every
history and child’s reader in the nation.

The sentence taken from his message as Governor, and appearing
on the base of the Kentucky shaft at Chickamauga is, without doubt,
the finest inscription appearing on any American battle monument, and
is unsurpassed anywhere in the world. It is worthy of constant
repetition and perpetual remembrance:

“As we are united in life, and they united in death, let
one monument perpetuate their deeds, and one people,
forgetful of all asperities, forever hold in grateful remem-
brance all the glories of that terrible conflict which made all
men free and preserved every star in the Nation’s flag.”

It was one of the nearest hopes of his heart to see the complete
reconciliation of the North and South, and he sought in every way, and
upon every occasion, to do all within his power to soften the bitterness
resulting from the Civil War; and his speeches 'constantly breathed
this spirit. He lived to see this hope essentially realized.

Another master-piece of oratory was the speech at the launching
of the battleship “Kentucky.” No finer, nor loftier tribute will ever be
paid to his beloved Commonwealth than that paid by him on that
occasion. And his speech dedicating the Kentucky building at the
World’s Fair is of the same high strain.

Senator Bradley was selected as the orator of the day upon the
formal dedication of the new capitol building at Frankfort on
June 2nd, 1910, and this, too, was a splendid effort, epitomizing the
history and the glory of Kentucky, and justly interpreting the spirit of
its people and institutions. And, so it was, that whatever subject he
touched he illuminated and glorified. He was “of imagination all
compact,” and had, in the largest measure, every attribute of the
orator. At the same time his life had been cast along such practical
lines, and he possessed such practical characteristics, that he was,
also, a man of affairs. :

William O. Bradley was the prince of debaters. In the field of
controversy his talents shown with unmatched brilliancy. It is to be
doubted whether any Republican in the whole nation had as many
joint debates as had he during his long political career, and he met
every worthy adversary. His wide information and experience, his
aggressive character, his knowledge of human nature, his common
sense, his power of forceful, logical statement, his ready wit, his

voice and manner—not to speak of his powers of eloquence—all con-
-
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tributed to make him an unrivalled debater. He knew how to give
and take, and he loved the rigor of the game.

Some of the statements of Hon. Ollie M. James, senior Senator
from Kentucky, in his beautiful and generous tribute at the Bradley
Memorial Service in the United States Senate on June 24th, 1916,
coming, as they did, from a political opponent, and from a man who,
himself, is possessed of great gifts of eloquence and leadership, and
who stands high in the councils of his party, and who, also, is
thoroughly conversant with the history of Kentucky politics,—are
well worth quoting in this, and related, connections:

“He (referring to Senator Bradley) had more joint de-
bates with Democrats in Kentucky than any other Republi-
can that ever lived in our State. His party was proud of
him, and always, with confidence, they gathered to hear
him debate with any of the leading Democrats of the State,
for they felt certain they had a champion worthy of any foe,
and in this they were never disappointed. He lifted the Re-
publican party in Kentucky, in almost hopeless minority, to
victory in the State. As a lawyer, Senator Bradley ranked
with the very first in the whole country. He was engaged in
many of the great legal battles in our State. Before a jury,
in advocacy of a cause, he was wonderfully magnetic and
powerful.”

* % k %k % x X

“In addresses upon various subjects he displayed
great learning and brilliancy. His address dedicating the
Kentucky monument on the Chicamauga battleﬁeld in 1893
will rank with the world’s greatest orations.”

* * * * * %

“Senator Bradley easily ranked as the South’s greatest
Republican. He numbered his friends among the men of
all parties. In the discharge of his efficial duties he wil-
lingly served all the people. He was non-partisan in his
service to the people of Kentucky

* ok ok kK

“Death comes to us all, but it could not have touched a
citizen of Kentucky that would have brought more sorrow
and tears than when Senator Bradley was summoned to the
Court of God. Senator Bradley was a stalwart Republican
of the old school; he was an orator with but few equals; a
great lawyer, a matchless debater. He is greatly missed
and long loved and remembered in thousands of Kentucky
homes.”

X X kX % k * K
On this occasion Senator Bradley’'s successor, Senator Beck-
ham, said:

“Since coming to the Senate as the successor of Senator
Bradley, I have seen that his popularity is well established,
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and that his death caused genuine sorrow here, as it did in
Kentucky. An acquaintance of twenty years enabled me to
appreciate his ability as a leader of men. Through the
charm and personality of his manner he achieved success.

“Our political differences were wide and fundamental.
But these did not interfere with friendly personal relations
between us. He was a foe worthy of the best; he knew how
to deal blows, and he knew well how to receive them.
Thousands of his friends and admirers in Kentucky join us
today in honoring his memory.”

It may be well, also, to quote the following from the address of
Senator Bradley’s colleague and intimate friend, Senator Francis E.
Warren, of Wyoming, delivered on the same occasion:

“Perhaps.the most accurate measure of the personality
and character of a public man is found in the opinion of him
held by his political opponents or adversaries. In the rough-
and-tumble game of politics, in the no-quarter features of
political warfare, especially as carried on in the so-called
border States occupying the line which once separated the
North from the South, the man who can go through a polit-
ical campaign and retain the personal friendship of his politi-
cal foes, is an unusual character. The man who can battle
politically for a lifetime and go down to his grave beloved
personally, alike by friend and foe, is a marvel.

“Such a man was our former beloved colleague, William
O’Connell Bradley, who died in this city at his post of duty
on Saturday evening, May 23, 1914, and in whose memory we
to-day devote this session of the United States Senate.

“He was a noted political campaigner, and his services
on the stump extended beyond the limits of his own State
in many national campaigns. The late Senator Thomas H.
Carter, of Montana, once said that he considered Senator
Bradley the best campaign orator he ever heard. Loyalty to
his friends was one of his predominating qualities, and he
was one of the famous 306 delegates who voted for thirty-
seven ballots for General U. S. Grant for a third term in
1880.

“In our personal association with Senator Bradley
during the five years and two months he was with us
in this body, we, who served with him, recall the predominat-
ing traits of his character, adherence to principle, loyalty to
friends, generous and genial treatment of his colleagues re-
gardless of party.

“For every employee of the Capitol, no matter how
humble his position, he invariably had a cheering word of
salutation and a friendly smile.

“He was generous, not for the rewards of generosity, but
because that was a fundamental trait of his being. Failing
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in one instance in getting a claim through Congress for a
constituent, he paid the claim himself.

“And so he lived his life—adamantine in devotion to
what he considered the correct principles of government;
gentle and yielding in his touch with humanity.”

Reference is herein made to Senator Bradley’s strong and
unwavering friendships; and to the fact that the roster of his friends
included those of all political affiliations. He was a strong man, and
he attracted strong men. Hence, it was that men like Senator Jo. C.
S. Blackburn and Col. W. C. P. Breckinridge, whom he had often met
in debate, Col. Henry Watterson, and many other distinguished
leaders of the Democratic party, were numbered among his warmest
friends. There was nothing which he would not have gladly done to
have personally served them; and there was nothing which any of
them could have personally done for him that would not have been
done with equal pleasure; and, in fact, such pleasant reciprocal service
often obtained between them.

At the time of Senator Bradley’s death Col. Watterson,
America’s most brilliant editor, and lohg the intimate friend of Sen-
ator Bradley, paid to the latter, in the Courier-Journal of May 26,
1914, the following beatiful tribute:

“William O’Connell Bradley was the most affectionate
and kindliest of men in his familiar intercourse. He was
sprung from a branch of the great line which gave Ireland
its mightiest orator, and he possessed many of the character-
istics of that extraordinary man. Certainly, in persuasive
powers no Kentuckian of his time could approach him before
an audience of Kentuckians. He had eloquence and humor,
and common sense. That he became Governor and Senator
—the two most coveted gifts the people have to bestow—in
a State where his party was in a woful minority, attests his
genius and resources as a party leader. He lived through
trying times and shone undimmed to the last. The Courier-
Journal, which entertains for his talents admiration, and for
his personality hearty good will, tenders his family the as-
surance of its profound sympathy and sorrow.”

The writer has been unable to find any record bearing upon Col.
Watterson’s suggestion of kinship between William O’Connell Brad-
ley and Daniel O’Connell; but Col. Watterson based his statement
upon the fact that Senator Bradley once told him that his, Bradley’s,
grandfather, was a cousin of the illustrious Irish patriot,

Any sketch of the life of Senator Bradley would be incomplete if
it failed to make reference to his famous debate with General P. Wat.
Hardin at the old Auditorium in Louisville, on the evening of Sep-
tember 19, 1895, when the former was the Republican nominee for
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Governor, and the latter, a skilled debater, popular leader, and
splendid gentleman, was the Democratic nominee. General Hardin
had the disadvantage of being avowedly for “free silver,” that
issue being then acute, and a substantial element of his party being
radically opposed to “16 to 1 ;” whereas, the platform on which he had
been nominated declared for “sound money.” Bradley was nominated
on a “sound money” platform, and declared himself as being in
thorough accord therewith. The campaign, which, because of the
issues involved, and the character and ability of the leaders engaged
in it, became historic, was inaugurated by this debate. Hardin
opened, Bradley replied, and Hardin closed. Bradley, in his reply,
with telling effect, made use of the irreconcilable difference on this
important question between his opponent’s perscnal attitude and the
platform on which his opponent stood; and he brought into full play
all of his splendid powers of skill and eloquence. The prepared
speeches of the two champions were printed in the newspapers at the
time, but Bradley’s was in large measure extemporaneous because of
the issues raised by his opponent, and his printed speech, in
no sense, is equal to the one actually delivered. Gen. Hardin made
the suggestion of “carbetbagger” and “carpetbaggism” in referring
to Bradley and his party; and Bradley responded to this charge in the
most powerful and effective manner. There is included with the
“Speeches” in this volume a quotation from his reply in answer to this
charge.

It has always been claimed for Bradley that on this occasion he
achieved a great oratorical triumph, and won by his speech the Gov-
ernorship of Kentucky. To say the least, this speech started a great
tide in favor of his ticket, which, with the skillful campaign that fol-
lowed, both in speaking and in organization, culminated in the striking
victory for that ticket at the polls in the November ensuing.

It was often said of William O. Bradley that he never made a
mistake while on his feet; that is to say, he always said the right
thing while speaking to an audience. This was eminently true of
him. Naturally, he was a splendid impromptu speaker, and his
thought was always unusually clear and rapid when he was ‘“on his
feet.” In his stump speeches his wit and humor greatly re-inforced his
logic and eloquence. He always had the power to raise his audiences
to the highest pitch of enthusiasm. He had a splendid gift of
repartee, and the fellow who “butted in” or “interrupted” was usually
“squelched” for life.

Of the more notable speeches of Senator Bradley in the United
States Senate, we may mention those delivered on the tariff, Panama
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Canal tolls question, New Mexico and Arizona Statehood question, and
his defense of Kentucky from aspersions cast upon her because of
“night rider” troubles. His speech on the tolls question was pro-
nounced by many Senators and publicists to be the ablest delivered in
either House on either side of the subject.

As a lawyer Senator Bradley was equally at home before court or
jury. Before a jury he was well nigh invincible. ' No man could beat
him before “twelve men in a box.” He was, as a matter of course,
counsel in many of the most important cases of the country, and
practiced in both civil and criminal branches, and in both State and
Federal courts, with equal skill and success.

In business matters—both public and private—no man was more
scrupulous than Senator Bradley. He was the slave of duty and
abhorred debt and obligation. He conducted his business trans-
actions in the most accurate manner, and always had them in
hand. While he was generous with his money and his earnings were
considerable, because of his professional ability, he did not amass a
fortune, though he possessed at his death a comfortable estate. In his
business undertakings he was prudent, and regarded material inde-
pendence as a necessary prerequisite to useful public service. This
feature of his life should bring home its lesson to those who are
prone to regard genius and business capacity as being wholly incom-
patible.

An instance of his sterling honesty may be here related. After
the expiration of his term as Governor, he was offered by one of the
largest railroad organizations of the west, the position of chief coun-
sel with offices on the west coast, and a salary of about $25,000 a vear.
He did not want to leave Kentucky, but he greatly needed the money.
as the Governorship had brought him financial loss, and he wished
to retrieve. However, it transpired, in the course of the negotiations
that the railroad company would desire him, in addition to perform-
ing the duties of counsel, to exercise, on occasion, his political in-
fluence in matters affecting the company’s interest; whereupon, he
denounced the suggestion, and turned down the offer of employment.

Senator Bradley was a Christian believer, but not a religionist.
When he was about fourteen years old, he was a member of the
Baptist Church. Afterwards, as a young man, upon his marriage, he
united with his wife’s church, the Presbyterian. Throughout his life
he was a student of the Bible. Like many other strong-willed men
who fight their way upward, it may be said of him, that he had a
religion of his own, broad and tolerant, influenced more or less by his
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earlier religious associations, but largely born out of his own struggles,
experiences, and meditations.

Senator Bradley had a musical side in his make-up. He was
self-trained in everything he did, and while he had no sort of musical
education, he had a fine ear for melody, and in his younger days
was skillful with the guitar, and sang in splendid voice. It was not often
in Jater years that he could be induced to sing and play, but sometimes
he did so; as, for instance, when he and that other rare genius, the
“Apostle of Sunshine,” Senator “Bob” Taylor, of Tennessee, were
thrown together at Washington in the most intimate relationship.
They were from sister States, served together in the Senate, possessed
a great many characteristics and sentiments in common, and their
friendship was most beautiful. They were bosom companions, and
sometimes, when worn with Senatorial cares, and opportunity per-
mitted, of evenings in Washington they would meet in some congenial
place, and Taylor with his “fiddle,” and Bradley with his guitar, with
their old time songs, would make the welkin ring. These were rare
occasions, and evoked a great deal of pleasant and interesting com-
ment from the newspapers of the country. Thus, there was given a
glimpse of the “human” side of these two wonderfully “human” men.

Senator Bradley was a man of commanding and engaging per-
sonalty, He was in the highest degree, magnetic. In form and
feature he resembled his mother. He was stockily built, and, until
affliction impaired his constitution, he possessed tremendous
physical power. As a young man he was wonderfully fleet
of foot, was unexcelled as a jumper and wrestler, and delighted
in muscular activity. He was about five feet, eight inches in
height, and in his later years weighed about 235 pounds. Until
infirmity weakened him he was as light on his feet as a child. His head
and face were truly classic, and, as models, would have delighted the
skill of Phidias or Angelo. In fact, a modern sculptor of genius,
Jerome Conner, of Washington, for whom Senator Bradley posed,
has made a splendid bronze bust of the Senator, which today graces
the rooms of the Kentucky Historical Society at Frankfort. For many
years Senator Bradley wore full beard, which served to conceal, to
some extent, his splendid features, and did him injustice. In later
years he was clean shaven, and the clear-cut, cameo lines of his face
marked him as a man of strength. His nose was aquiline and finely
moulded ; his mouth firm and handsome; his face full and strong;
and his head well set on a splendid bust. His eyes were dark hazel,
and of unequalled steadiness and intensity. They glowed with intelli-
gence, flashed with courage, and commanded and persuaded by their
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magnificence. Orbs of life they were, and orbs of beauty and
strength. If the eyes are, indeed, the windows of the soul, then what
a wonderful soul must his have been!

Not only did he have brains, will, sentiment, and unflagging
industry, which are essentials in the make-up of an orator, but he also
possessed that indispensable adjunct, a voice of wondrous volume and
heauty. Where could another be found that had within it so much of
rich depth and rounded music? A great flute-like voice it was, that
would have charmed all hearers, though he were speaking in unknown
tongues. Before great audiences and gatherings his tones rang out
like those of a mellow bugle, carrying clear and true to the furthest
corners of the largest auditorium or assemblage, and delighted the
ear of the most remote listener. His speech was compact, forceful,
logical, always smoothly flowing, touched with fire and sentiment, and
cast in oratorical mold. He always made his point. Thought and
tongue acted in perfect harmony, and never did he hesitate for a
word. He swept down the highways of speech as gracefully as a
noble ship moves over the bosom of the deep. No wonder it was that
at the close of his speech seconding Conkling’s nomination of Grant at
the Chicago Convention of 1880, Conkling embraced him and said, “In
the North orators have to be made, but in the South they are born so.”
Truly, nature did much for him, and, truly, he added much to nature.

His capacity for labor throughout his life was prodigious; it
could not have been excelled. Work to him was the atmosphere of
existence. His mind acted with the utmost clearness and rapidity,
and he toiled incessantly. As Governor, and as Senator, he was always
at his post of duty, and the cares of the humblest man, woman, or
child, were his own. No call too modest could be made upon him,
and he literally yielded up his life in the service of his constituents.
The peeple knew how responsive, sympathetic, and capable he was,
and without limit they brought to him their burdens and desires, and
without a thought of the care, responsibility, or labor involved he
undertook to serve them.

Until in his later years, when afflictions came upon him, he had
muscles of iron and nerves of steel. No one could endure more hard-
ship in the matter of campaigning than could he in the days of his
vigor. Day and night, from one end of Kentucky to the other, he
would travel in every conceivable way, on passenger trains, freight
trains, steam-boats, row-boats ; on horse-back, mule-back, and by any

other means, to fill his speaking appointments, and he never seemed to
tire.
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The greater portion of the Senator’s life was spent in his beloved
county of Garrard. He left his Garrard county home at Lancaster in
December, 1895, and removed, with his family to the State Capital,
Frankfort, and there resided during the four years of his incumbency
as Governor, After the close of his term as Governor he removed to
Louisville, and there entered actively upon the practice of law and was
eminently successful. Louisville was thenceforth his home until his
death. During his service as Senator he did not have much time for
practice, and on December 1st, 1913, he entered into partership with
Judge William G. Dearing and the writer, with offices in Louisville,
under the firm name of Bradley, Thatcher & Dearing. He looked
forward with great pleasure to the time when, at the close of his term,
he should forever retire from politics and devote himself to the prac-
tice of his greatly-loved profession. But this hope was never to be
realized.

There is, of course, a limit to human strength and endurance,
however, splendid these may be; and so, after years of tireless
endeavor and of useful service, physical afflictions grew upon the
Senator which told on his splendid constitution, For years before his
death he had been a sufferer from chronic ailments, though he had
fought heroically against them, and by sheer force of will, had held
up in mental vigor and activity to the last. Because of his failing
health, in May, 1914, he determined not to be a candidate to succeed
himself, it being necessary—because the close of his term was
approaching—to make some announcement in the premises. This
announcement was made to the press on May 14, 1914, and a few
minutes afterward, in Jeaving his office in the Senate Office Building
in Washington, and Hastening to board a street car to go to his
apartments, he sustained a heavy fall, breaking two of his fingers and
receiving injuries about his head, and also, probably, internal injuries.
However, he resolutely came back to his office for several days and
undertook to meet his Senatorial obligations; but the injuries sus-
tained in the accident had evidently rendered acute his other troubles,
and he was stricken down and forced to take to his bed. He never
arose from it, and on the evening of May 23rd, 1914, in Washington,
the end came. His attending physician announced the immediate
cause of his death to be “uraemia.” Omn May 26th, 1914, resolutions
of sympathy were passed by both Houses of Congress, and both
Houses out of respect to his memory thereupon adjourned.® His
remains were carried to his beloved Kentucky, and on May 26th were
interred at Frankfort in the famous cemetery overlooking the Ken-
tucky River. He is buried near the spot where Boone is said to have



