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Country Music Mini Concert

Held At Reforma’rory

The Kentucky State Re-
formatory’s Recreation De-
partment presented for thier
second performance, Shot

western artists presented thier
- own version of country and
western music. Along with
Shot Jackson and Donna
Darlene were Billy Grammer,
Kathy Lynn and the Heavy
Cowboys.

Shot Jackson, famous for his
‘‘dobro sound,’’ is truly the
master of his instrument. His
unique style of playing has left
many feeling that country and
western music is the only
music of today.

Jackson is regularly filmed
on ‘‘Hee Haw’’ and he makes
appearances at the Grand Ole
Opry. He has captured and
held the attention of his au-
diences all over the country.

Jackson started his musical
career in Nashville in 1943.
Shortly thereafter, he left
Nashville to join the navy.
After his release. he made his
.appearance on the Grand Ole
Opry with the then-famous
Bailes Brothers. After their
disbanding,- he became a
member * of the = Tennessee
Mountain Boys: He is best
remembered for his backup
playing of the steel guitar
behind the famous Kitty
Wells. It was Shot Jackson
that the Tennessee Mountain
Boys had playing dobro and
guitar on their early million
sellers. In 1957, he joined the
Smokey Mountain Boys. He
and Roy Acuff toured many
overseas military bases.

Along with. Roy Acuff,
Jackson was involved in a
serious car accident in 196S.
Due to this almost fatal

By KENNY HAYES

tragedy, he was forced into
semi-retirement. After much
hard work, Shot Jackson has
made a comeback and is once

akin ople

He is the president of his own
company where he builds the
unique sho-bud pedal steel
and resonator guitars.

Donna Darlene is Shot
Jackson's wife and a very
talented singer. She started
her career on Wheeling Jam-
boree, aired of WWVA Radio
in Wheeling, West Virginia.
Her first love is country music

.because, she says, it is the

music of America. She per-
forms regularly on the Nash-
ville television stations and
has worked in Las Vegas with
an all-girl band at the Golden
Nugget.

Billy Grammer is most not-
ed for his million seller re-
cording of ‘‘Gotta Travel On.”’
Grammer started his career in
1947 on WARL Radio of
Arlington, Virginia. At the
time he was an employee at a
naval gun factory. By 1959, he
was a regular at the Grand Ole
Opry. It was at this time that
he produced ‘‘Gotta Travel
On."”

He has traveled all over the
world singing and playing
country music. As he is a
composer, Grammer feels that
he puts his personality into his
music at every performance.
To receive the appreciation
and warmth of a good audi-

-ence, a good artist makes

them feel important. Grammer
is an artist in every sense.

In 1969, he became a Chris-
tian, and his outlook on his life
started to change. Through his
music, he shared the message.
He has been performing for

b

penal institutions for a number
of years. He feels that audi-
ences in penal institutions are
more apt to appreciate music
imited per-

group. Grammer believes his
“musical talent is a heavenly
gift and he shares it with
people everywhere.

Kathy Lynn started singing
country music at the age of
nine, over 11 years ago. She
grew up around country
music. Ms. Lynn has spent the
past six years studying opera
and voice under Robert Turner
in Portsmouth, Virginia. She
sings country music because it
expresses her feelings and
tells a story. Besides being a
singer, she enjoys racquet ball
and song writing. She enjoys
performing in penal institu-
tions.

About two years ago, Kathy

. Lynn and Rick Stanley formed

their group, ‘‘Kathy Lynn and
The Heavy Cowboys.'' They
have performed at the Grand
Ole Opry and for country and
western disc jockey's conven-
tions. They have recorded an
album, ‘‘That's How Long 1
Love You.’ ‘‘Kathy Lynn and
The Heavy Cowboys’’ perform
all over the country, and their
audiences, whether at the
Grand Ole Opry or in a penal
institution, understand and
enjoy their music.

Country and western music
has been around for many
years. Its singers and musi-
cians produce a warm and
personable sound, a sound
that any audience can appre-

ciate. This show will long be,

remembered and appreciated
at the Kentucky State Reform-
atory, because in their music,
the performers left a part of
themselves here with us.

formances of any ~outside

New Program

Outside Work Crews
Planned At KSP&KSR

Inmate work crews will help

maintain. . Kentucky’s . .roads. ot

under terms of a cooperative
agreement reached between
the state Departments of Jus-
tice and Transportation.

The new program provides
for inmates of Kentucky’s two
largest institutions, the Ken-
tucky State Penitentiary and
the Kentucky State Reforma-
tory, to volunteer for work
assignments on routine high-
way maintenance jobs not
normally accomplished by
Bureau of Highways personnel
because of staff and time
limitations.

““The Bureau of Corrections
has people who need and want
to work while the Department
of Transportation has work
that needs to be done. We
believe the program we have
designed will meet the needs
of both agencies and also
serve the public interest,’’
Transportation Secretary
Calvin Grayson said in a press
conference concerning the
program.

‘‘One of the most important
tasks of the Bureau of Cor-
rections is to teach inmates the
importance of work and the
necessity of work to having a
stable society,’”’ Corrections
Commissioner David Bland
.added.

‘“We can leave inmates

sitting inside the walls and let.

them while away 24 hours a
day, but it makes a lot more
sense if a person can come
back to a decent meal and go
to bed tired,”” Bland said.
“‘One of the most important
therapies is to know what it is
to work and to be satisfied

mates,
outside the prison walls, will
be assigned to the details

under the direct supervision,

of three correctional officers,
two of which will be armed
while the other officer will be
in charge of work supervision.

He pointed out that al-
though work assignments will
be made by the Bureau of
Highways, the actual work
supervision will be the respon-
sibility of specially trained
Bureau of ~Corrections em-
ployees.

He also noted that the
inmates volunteering for the
highway maintenance details
will be carefully screened by
institutional personnel and be
made aware of all security
procedures before being ad-
mitted.

‘‘Security will be the most

“important determinant in sel-

ecting inmates for assign-
ment to the work crews,”’

»Bland said.

Participants will be eligible
for the same incentive wages
paid those inmates assigned to
institutional jobs although the
pay scale for those persons
assigned to the road details
will begin at a slightly higher
rate of one dollar per day.
 Bland pointed out that a
good work record on the detail
will be a major factor in the
decision to transfer a man to a
minimum security institution
and Grayson said his agency
would be interested in hiring
ex-offenders with good work
records on the highway main-

‘tenance project.

authorized to work

s
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BCC Resident Larry Queen was married in the BCC Chapel on April 20. His bride is the former Gail

Sairtin.

College Classes Otffered

To WKFC Residents

In October 1978, the Mid-
Continent Bible College of
Mayfield, opened its doors to
residents of the Western Ken-
tucky Farm Center, marking
the first time that college
credit courses were available
to the residents.

Classes haye now been of-
fered for two semesters at
WKFC. The first semester
class dealt with the Book of

the kentucky

INTER-PRIS!

Acts and four men successful-
ly completed the course. Sev-
eral of the 15 men who ori-
ginally enrolled were paroled
and plan to continue their
studies outside the institution.

The second semester course

dealt with the Book of Romans.

with 11 men successfully com-
pleting the course.

Each  semester's  class
counts as two credit hours

STAFF ADVISOR

GAY DWYER
Public Education Services Manager

applicable to the man's stud-
ies should he choose to con-
tinue in the program following
release.

Fourteen men have enrolled
in the third semester class.
The subject of this course is
**'0ld Testament Survey.'’

John Ahart, the Correction-
al Officer in charge of Food
Service at WKFC, serves as
the instructor for the classes.
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Wedding Bells
Ring At BCC

By Ace Easter

Resident Larry Queen and
Gail Sairtin were married at
10:00 a.m., on April 20, in the
Blackburn Correctional Com-
plex Chapel.

The wedding ceremony was
performed by Reverend
Harley Johnson, a friend of
the family from South Shores,
Ky.

The bride wore a beautiful
white lace gown and the
groom was dressed in a green
tuxedo with a green velvet

bow tie.

James L. Payne served as
Queen's best man.=The maid
of honor was Alpha Veach and

Queen’s daughter, Teauna,
was flower girl for the wed-
ding.

Also attending the cere-

mony were two other daugh-
ters. Marlena Queen, age 11,
and Tammy Queen, age 9.
Nancy Queen. sister-in-law of

the groom, also attended.

WKFC Correctional Officer John Ahart is shown with the men
who ‘graduated from the first college-level class offered at the
Farm Center. Ahart serves as course instructor.

Changes At KSP

By Ronald L. Tipton

_EDDYVILLE—In the near
future, KSP will be under-
going some major changes,
changes which have been a
long time in coming.

This  period will find a
grievance committee, made up
of both inmates and officers,
who will sit down together and

“air out problems, the stumbl-

ing blocks at the institution.

At the present time, the
plan is on the drawing board.
Mr. Parker, the ombudsman,
is trying to devise a plan which
will be of the most benefit to
everyone involved.

Mr. Parker hopes the plan
can be implemented on a small
scale, prove itself successful
and be expanded to the point
that it is used throughout the
entire prison.

When expanded to include
the entire prison, each hous-
ing unit will have elected
members to represent each
unit in solving complaints.

According to Mr. Parker,
this is a ‘‘touchy’’ situation
and will have to be handled
with ‘“‘kid gloves’’ in order to
keep prison politics from
causing the new program to be
a failure.

POPULATION FIGURES

Kentucky State P
Kentucky State Reformatory .

Kentucky Correctional Institution for Women ...
Blackburn Correctional Complex .........
Bell County Forestry Camp......
Harlan County Forestry Camp..
Western Kentucky Farm Center
Daniel Boone Career Development Center.

Roederer Farm Center ....... e o139,
Frankfort Career Development Center o rsal)
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