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1GHT . HONOURAPBIE
WILLIAM CHARLES COLYEAR,

EARL or PORTMORE,

7

YISC NT MILSINTOWN.
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My LoRrbp,

T H E dignity of the fubjet of thislittle
I'reatife, not any perfuafion of its merits as

1 Literary compolition, encourages me to ofer

it to your Lordfhip’s patronage. The caufe

of freedom has alwavs been found fufficient.

1IN CVErYy apgcC dlld COUunitry, to attract :|E_ 110) =
LALL ..1‘-l----=UIL-]-'a‘ allcd fumane : and it 1S
- 3

therefore, 1n a more peculiar manner, worthv
? i o

of the attention and favour of a p;-{‘i‘.__:n;lgt;,
who holds a diftinguifhed rank in that illu{-
trious ifland, the very air of which has been
determined, upon a late inveftigation of its

| Ry : .
I.".‘\b, t0O D€ an :1]]t1:_1|_JL.';_ ;3;‘;”35;{' J:]L‘l‘«'k?i"»,-’, ]

o PR A UL e e R, AL s e e ;
L ~1 a fatisfaction i1n the l__]“-}'ll}.[LH';!f}', \‘\']]}L'_}l
1 B R it LY,

$ = £ ¢+l A ol B & ol d -
LLI1E I".l:'!.'\.'.i.:'.r;J OrI tnis Lréatiic aitoras me, ol

acknowledging your 1.,.1._.-11."».11‘1ip’:-; civilities

which can only be equalled bv the refbed
1 | . ClDEX Ly

o

™ | '- . { 5
na opeaient fervant
A 1 .\...l.'..,

THOMAS CLARKSON
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Books Printed and Sold by J. Pairrirs.

ESSAY on the TrearmenT and Conversion of
AFRICAN SLAVES in the BriTisa Sugar Colo-
nies. By the Rev. J. Ramsay, Vicar of Tefton in
Kent, who refided many Years in the Welt-In-
dies. InOne Volume, Ottavo. Price 55 bound,
or 4s in Boards.

An INQUIRY into the Effecs of putting a Stop
to the African Slave Trade, and of granting Li-
berty to the Slaves in the Britifh Sugar Colonies.
By J. Ramsay. Price 6d.

A REPLY to the Perfonal Inve&ives and Ob-
jettions contained in two Anfwers, publithed by
certain anonymous Perfons, to an Effay on the
Treatment and Converfion of African Slaves, in
the Britifh Colonies. By James Ramsay. Price 2s.

A LETTER from Capt. J. S. SmitH, to the
Rev. Mr. HiLy, on the State of the Negroe Slaves;
to which are added an I]ltmdrftion, and Remarks
on Free Negroes, &c. by J. Ramsay. Price 6d.

THOUGHTS on the .‘:szc.} of the Negroes.
Price 4d.

The CASE of our Fellow-Creatures, rEwOpprc"
fed Africans,re pthﬂl ly 1-:.u)mn‘~t.nde to the {eri-
ous C onflfitl.mon of the Legiflature of Great-Bri-
tain, by the People called (hrdggrs. Price 2d.

A SERIOUS ADDRESS to the Rulers of Ame-
rica, on the Inconfiltency of their Conduct re-

fpecting Slavery. Price 3d.

A CAUTION to GreaT Britamn and her
Colonies, in a thort Reprefentation of the calami-
tous State of the enflaved Negroes in the Britith
Dominions. By AnrtHony Benezer. Price 6d.

A Defcription of Guines, its Situation, Produce,
and the general D:i}oi’;tiun of its Inhabitants ; with
an 111111.*“ into the Rife and Progrefs of the bll\{,
Trade, &c, By ANTHONY Benezer. Bound 25, 6d.
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S the {ubject of the following work
4 X has fortunately become of late a to-
pick of converfation, I cannot begin the
preface in a manner more fatisfaltory to
the feelings of the benevolent reader, than
by giving an account of thofe humane and
worthy perfons, who have endeavoured to
draw upon it that fhare of the publick at-
tention which it has obtained.
Among the well difpofed individuals, of
different nations and ages, who have hu-
manely exerted themielves to fupprefs the

abject perfonal flavery, introduced in the ori-

ginal cultivation of the Eurspean colonies in

the weftern world, Bartholomew de las Cafas,

(=

the pious bithop of Ghiepa, in the fifteenth

(S

o

century, feems to have been the firft. his
amiable man, during his refidence in Spanifh
America, was {o {enfibly affected at the treat-
ment which the miferable Indians under-
went, that he returned to Spain, to make a

-

1 - |
2 publick

e e e S ———
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publick remonfirance before the celebrated
emperor Charles the fifth, declaring, that
heaven would one day call him to an account
for thofe cruelties, which he then had it in
his power to prevent., The {peech which he
made on the occafion, i1s now extant, and is 2
moft pet fect pi&ture of benevolence and plcs‘}-'.

Jut his intreaties, by the oppofition of ava-
rice, were rendered ineftetual : and I do not
find by any books which I have read upon the
{ubject, thatany other perfon interfered till

the laft century, when Morgan Godwyn, a
Briuzifh clergyman, diftinguifhed himfelf in
the caufe.

The prefent age has alfo produced fome

rp v L T LN gy e e 1 S e 0 ) SR POl iy .
‘L\-\:n!hJLl-Z‘ dallld dDIC l!lt\',”J_-_n-. Oof the colonial 1la-

very. Ior about the middle of the prefent

century, yobn b -4-4.'{‘:.’.’:,’.-." and _.-.j.’.: kony Deénezet

two r'ri'pu';"t;ablc members of the religious
{fociety called Ou
s

their time to the fubje&. The former tra-

akers, devoted much of

p—

velled through moft parts of Nortd America

on foot, to hold converfations with the mem-

bers of his own feét, on the impicty oI re-
taining thofe in a ftate of. involuntary fervi-

1 : e § s TR
who had never given them offence.

tude

[he latter kept a free {chool at P/ ladeiphbia
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half.  He publi
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r the education of black peopie, He took

very opportunity of pleading in their be=
ithed feveral treatifes againft

an hearty proof of his

to the caufe, by leaving the whole
his fortune in fupport of that {chool,

h he had fo gencroufly devoted his

and attention when alive.

8 b 3 +1mie 1F Adoes not TN Nnear *!‘uf 1L
1il €l t1ime 1L AOESsS 1N0E “l J|I'L_.:|: Lifcl i 1'.“,
fosrahd E avmey  byarl Hafavasle 1mtoraits
DOAIES  OF 4NER. 1140 COHICCEIVELY INLErecitea
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themielves in endeavourine to remedy the

the year 17c4, the relizious
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1ty callea Quakers, publickly teltihed

1 o . b AT Edeclar:

heir ientiments upon the 1ubdject, i dcciaring,
] : 5

¢ to live in eafe and plenty by the toil
<« of thofe, whom fraud and wviolence had

put into their power, was neither confift-
¢ ent with Chriftianity nor commoen juftice.”

Imprefied with thefe fentiments, many ol

1+ 3 ¥ ety e d I abalyr 131 e R e | P
tiis 1ociety immeaiately 11bperated thelt f,':l",-:_“\.;
i = 1 - ST ERIAY e . o 7 1 3 Y.
1 LHOUg 1ucil meaiurc adppcarca to be
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attended with confiderable lofs to the bene-
volent individuals, who unconditionally pre-
fented them with their freedom, yet they
adopted it with pleafure: nobly confidering,
that to poffefs a little, in an honourable way,
was better than to poffefs much, through the
medium of injuftice. Their example was
gradually followed by the reft. . A gencral
emancipation of the flaves in the poffeflion of
Quakers, at length™ took placc; and fo
effectually did they ferve the caufe which
they had undertaken, that they denied the
claim of memberfhip in their religious com-
munity, to all fuch as fhould hereafter op-

- -

pofe the fuggeftions of juftice in this parti-
cular, either by retaining flaves in their pof-
feflion, or by being in any manner concerned
in the {lave trade: and it is a faét, that
through the vaft trat of North America,
there is not at this day a fingle flave in the
pofieffion of an acknowledged Quaker.

But though this meafure appeared, as has
been obferved before, to be attended with
confiderable lofs to the benevolent indivi-
duals who adopted it, yet, as virtue feldom
fails of obtaining its reward, it became ul-

s TC
timately beneficial. Moft of the flaves, who

REPERETIVIRE, - TSV A D
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were thus unconditionally freed, returned
without any folicitation to their former
mafters, to ferve them, at ftated wages, as
free men. The work, which they now did,
was found to be better done than before. It
was found alfo, that a greater quantity was
done in the fame time. Hence lefs than
the former number of labourers was fufhi-

cient. From thefe, and a variety of other

circumftances; it appeared, that their plan-

tations were confiderably more ‘profitable,
when worked by free men, than when werk=
ed, as before, by flaves; and that they de-
rived therefore, contrary to their expecta-
tions, a confiderable advantage from their be-
nevolence.

Animated by the example of the Quakers,
the members of other fects began to deliberate
about adopting the fame meafure. Some of
thofe of the church of England, of the Roman
(_f;'ttill,,'riiL'[C.“, and of the L':‘ui?‘.}'t;‘I‘f.??} s and [nde-

r 1 1 . N i |
pcmi_:nt.-., freed their {laves ; and there hap-

i

pened but one inftance, where the matter was

debated, where it was not immediately put
o 4

in force. This was in Pennfylvania. It

W F A A e A o = - f e ] % .l.- 1 [ -

was agitated in the {ynod of the Prefbyte-

rians
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s there, to oblige their members to liberate

'h'lh')
their {laves.. The 1:1L1zr':'-‘|1 ion was negatived by a

1'1.;}.'\.3'111,' of butone perfon ; and this oppofi~

A3 % P v
ke tothe

tion feemed to arife rather from a difl
attempt of forcing fuch a meafure upon the
members of that community, than from any
other confideration. I have the pleafure of
E-.:“in:f C!'-.,-w'}ihh' informed, that the manumif-
ion of flaves, or the ...np ovmient of free men
in the pl;lnt:atu_'m.f, 15 now daily gaining
".'.',i'r.-l.ll*.-."i in North America. Should i"i.'-f_rr::r}'
be abolifhed there, (and it is an event, which,
from thefe circumftances, we may reafon

I A ke Sy B 2 : I -
ably expefl to be produced in time) let it
. I

R A, S T | ] = 4+ Vavalrore 11-Yinicr
be remembered, that the (.,,-L‘;'..'l..;:'- Will Nave
had #he merit of 1te. abhnlitint
Nnaa tne merit Oor 1ts aboiltion.

Nor have their brethren here been lefs
afiiduous in the caufe. As there are hap-
pily no flaves in this country, fo they have
not had the fame opportunity of fhewing
their benevolence by a general emancipation.
They have not however omitted to thew it

; far as they have been able, At their reli-
gious meetngs they have regularly inquired
if any of their members are concerned in

the iniquitous- African trade. They Lave

SRS T stk A o AT = A SIS e (SOt )]
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appointed a committee for Uht:':ining every

s { P | - &5 -
Kinda oi mmrormatien on

1c {fubjet, with a

view to its fuppreflion, and, about three

parliament on

or four vears ago, pctltu:t::;i

the occalion for their interference and i1

.
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lent ticn was ineffeCual, and  that
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long diferaced our nattonal charaéter; is yet

of  piety

=y =i b1 Fyr 3 ¥ { 3

INOraiity 4G julitice, agdainit intereit vio-
) <

’ - ’ "

| L Oppreiuon ; and. tnele,. 4 ..:..‘.‘;Jll

ol P d b ' .
to acknowledge, too ftrongly countenanced

i
e L

by the legiflative authority of a country,

the bafis of whofe government is /Jberty
ot £
™ &L 1 1 i
INothing can be more clearly fhewn,
15 gl i = S, d e B | =54 b 1
(nan that an illi'._'.];.sL:'._".'l.-'.' IMineé ol W L";';.'l[l!
: y £ 1 e
1 NCE L Q- I Apricady YO |\ MECLTION
O Ch limpilous (1 CK j [hal If proper
, . . oo
INE I were tal 1 s 4 revenud 11
count: 1 Lt | orent 11 r{ f1-7 3 34
L 1y i ._.Ia'- L I-._‘Jr‘-tL Al iy t Na-
val {trength increafed, its colonies In a more
£l L 4 e 1 1 S |
Hourihmg fituation, the planters richer, and
el ‘i":r_lé'_' 11C11 1 10N en { ]I t‘-;;.:;li ‘Il“I
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defolation, converted into orie, which might
be profecuted with edvantage and bonour.

Such have been the exertions of the Qua-
kers in the caufe of humanity and virtue.
They are ftill profecuting, as far as they
are able, their ba:-n-'-v,mn defign; and I
fhould ftop here and praife them for thus
continuing their humane endeavours, but
that I conceive it to be unneceflary. They
are a@ting confiftently with the principles of
religion. They will find a reward in their
own confciences ; and they will receive more
real pleafure from a fingle reflection on their
condud@, than they can pofiibly experience
from the praifes of an hoft of writers.

In giving this fhort account of thofe hu-
mane :'111& worthy perfons, who have endea-
voured to reftore to their fellow creatures
the rights of nature, of which they had
been unjuftly deprived, I fhould feel myfelf
unjuft, were I to omit two zealous oppo-
fers of the colonial tyranny, confpicuous at
the prefent day.

The ficlt is Mr. Granville Sharp. This
Gentleman has p:irtu_:uhrz'l)f diftinguithed
himfelf in the caufe of freedom. It 1s a

notorious
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notorious fac, that, but a few years fince,
many of the unfortunate black people, who
had been brought from the colonics into
this country, were fold in the metropolis to
merchants and others, when their mafters
had no farther occafion for their fervices;
though it was always underftood that every
perfon was free, as foon as he landed on
the Britifh fhore. In confequence of this
notion, thefe unfortunate black people,
refufed to go to the new mafters, to
whom they were configned. They were
however feized, and forcibly conveyed,
under cover of the night, to fhips then
lying in the Thames, to be retran{ported to
the colonies, and to be delivered again to
the planters as merchantable goods. The
i .

humane Mr. Sharpe, was the means of

putting a ftop to this iniquitous traffick.
Whenever he gained information of people
i]'l. iﬂm_'h a 1itr.1.1til_.ili, he caufed them to be
brought on fhore. At a confiderable ex-
pence he undertook their caufe, and was in-
ftrumental in obtaining the famous decree
in the cafe of Somerfett, that as foon as any

erfon whatever fet his foot in this country
{ hat {et his foot ? try,

Tt
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he came under the proteétion of the Britifl
laws, and was confequently free. Nor did he
interfere lefs honourably in that cruel and dif=
graceful cafe, in the fummer of :h-—:: year 1781,
when an bundred and thirty two negroes, in
their pafiage to the colonies, were thrown into
the fea alive, to defraud the underwriters; but
his pious endeavours wercby no means attend-
ed with the {ame {uccefs. To enumerate hi:
many landableendeavours in theextirpation of
tyranny and oppreflion, would be to fivell
the preface into a volume: fuffice it to f{ay,
that he has written feveral books on the
{ubject, and one particularly, which he dif-
tinguifhes by the title of ¢ A4 Limitation of

“ flavery.”

The fecond: is the Rev. Fames Ramfay.
This gentleman refided for many years in
the #efi-Indies, in the clerical office. He
perufed all the colonial codes of law, with
a view to find if there were any ir':u':;)ur;lblc
claufes, by which the grievances of flaves
could be redrefied ; buthe was feverely dif-
appointed in his purl'ui“a. He pl.l!-hrhc::l a
treatife, fince his return to Englas called
An I\Je:‘,' on the Tf":.’{!f ent and ( onverfion L:;'

,./Ai;' }'5'5 @
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African Slaves in the Britifh Sugar Colonges,

which I recommend to the perufal of the

humane reader. T'his work refle@s oreat

praife upon the author, fince, in order to be

L

of fervice to this fingularly opprefled part of
the human fpecies, he compiled it at the ex-

pence of forfeiting that friendfhip; which

11
-

he had contracted with many in thofe parts,

Bees o e . : y ¥ :
. v n A are / g " 4 At thao thamrne
auring a 1eries or years, and at the hazara,

as 1 am crediblv iniorimed, of 1uicring much
- L=

- - . a1 . xrial e o el M }
in his private property; as well as of {ubjeéi-

o o o 1 =it 1 e s e - [ .
felf to the 11l will and perfecution

i
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illo Elldy GFE: 440

e <7 g o S W P o
L reaiineni anda L

fron of African Slaves, contains {o many

wportant truths on the colonial flavery,

-

has come fo home- to the planters,

(being written by a perfon who has a tho-

L

1 "y 3 n . =i e #1- 3 13 v o B 1

rougn I-.ﬂ:..l“‘.’{f,'k'.f.:b oI the fubject) as to have
L= L & F

- i o | i x . 1 . -
occafioned a confiderablealarm. Within the
1 v L | 1 1.1° 1
lalt elght months, two J|'1‘-Z-I'-'-_‘-_'.:-_-j 5 have

xprefsly appeared againit it.  One of them
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¢« fay’s Effay;” the other an Apology for

! T S s et . L .r - -
& Nepgroc =l'l:.:"~‘f."_1'.

3Dy

On each of thelfe T am

e e — e e ——




xvi P R E B A6 F,
bound, as writing on the {ubje&, to make
few remarks.

The curfory remarker infinuates, that Mr.
Ramfay’s account of the treatment is great-
ly exaggerated, if not wholly falfe. To
this I fhall make the following reply. 1
have the honour of knowing feveral difinte-
refted gentlemen, who have been acquainted
with the Weit Indian iflands for years. I
call them difinterefted, becaufe they have
neither had a concern in the African trade,
nor in the colonial flavery : and I have heard
thefe unanimoufly affert, that Mr. Ram/ay’s
account is fo far from being exaggerated,
or taken from the moft dreary pictures that
he could find, that it is abfolutely below the
truth; that he muft have omitted many
inftances of cruelty, which he had feen him-
felf; and that they only wondered, how he
could have written with {fo much moderation
upon the fubje&t. They allow the Curfory
Remarks to be excellent as a compofition,
but declare that it is perfectly devoid of truth.

But the curfory remarker does not de-
pend fo much on the circumftances which
he has advanced, (nor can he, fince they

have
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have no other exiftence than in his own

€
brain) as on  the inftrument detraliion.
I'his he has ufed with the utmoft virulence
through the whole of his publication, art-
fully fuppofing, that if he could bring Mr.

.v

I

Ramjay's reputation into difpute, his work
would fall of courfe, as of no authenticity.
I {ubmit this imple queftion to the reader.
When a writer, in attempting to filence a

1 . . 1 1 ~ F skl
publication, attacks the character of its au-

thor, rather than the principles of the work

Ay e ey R W PR L B gt i T
itielr, 1§ 1t not a proor that the work 1it-
If 1s unqueftionable, and that this writer

all argu ment againi
= L

But there 1s fomething fo very ungene-
rous in this mode of replication, as to re-
quire farther notice. For if this is the

mode to be ;ldnph.’d in literary difputes,
o 1 3

~

what writer can be {afe? Or who is there
that will not be deterred from taking up his
pen in the caufe of virtue ? There are cir-
cumftances in every perfon’s life, which, if

¥ Er e it S St ply Ny PR Sy -
given to the publick in a malevolent man

o

ner, and without expianation, might efien-
1

t1allv iniuce him 10 the evee of ¢l carld
tially 1Rjurc nim 1in tne €ycs of thne world ;

"
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though, were they explained, they would
be even reputable. The curfory remarker
has adopted this method of difpute; but
Mr. Ramfay has explained himfelf to the
{atisfaction of all parties, and has refuted him
in every point. The name of this curfory
remarker 1s Tobin: a name, which T feel
myfelf obliged to hand down with detefta-
tion, as far as I am able; and with an hint
to future writers, that they will do them-
felves more credit, and ferve more effectually
the caufe which they undertake, if on f{uch
occafions they attack the work, rather than
the chara&er of the writer, who affords them
a {ubject for their lucubrations.

Nor is this the only circumftance, which
induces me to take fuch particular notice of
the Curfory Remarks. 1 feel it incumbent
upon me to refcue an injured perfon from
the cruel afperfions that have been thrown
upon him, as I have been repeatedly in-
formed by thofe, who have the pleafure of
his acquaintance, that his charaler is irre-
proachable. I am alfo interefted myfelf.
For if fuch detraction is paffed over -in
filence, my own reputation, and not my

work,

e Sy e LW Pl i -
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work, may be attacked by an anonymous
hireling in the caufe of flavery.

The Apology far Negroe Slavery is almott
too defpicable a compefition: to merit a re-
ply. I have only therefore to obferve, (asis
frequently the cafe in a bad caufe, or where

tc

writers do not confine themfelves to truth)

that the work refutes itfelf, This writer,
{peaking of the flave-trade, afferts, that peo-

P

pk are never munnppm on the coaft of Af~
rica. In {peaking of the treatment of {laves

he afferts again, that it is of the very mtldc}c
nature, and that they live in the moft com-
fortable and happy manner imaginable. To
prove each of his afiertions, he propofes the

following regulations. That the ffealing of
flaves from Africa thould be felony. That
the premeditated murder of aflave by any per-
{fon on board, thould come under the fame de-

™

nomination. ".El.'.[‘." la;[‘ flaves arrive ltf‘.f

s

colonies, lands fhould be allotted for their pro-

£a gy
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miffioners thould fee that a fufficient guan-
tity of jound wholefome provifions is pur-
chafed. That they fhould not work on
Sundays and other holy-days. - That extra
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labour, or night-work, out of crop, fhould
l‘”».' I}I‘Uhihitﬂd. Thﬂt d .-",.'..-";’.’.'.;"Lluj .'_'.Cz'..'faé:;"f' Ci-
{tripes thould be inflited upon them. That
they thould have annually a fuit of clothes.
That old infirm flaves fhould be properly
cared for, &c. ——Now 1t can hardly be con-
ceived, that if this author had tried to injure
his caufe, or contradi& himfelf, he could not
have done it in a more cﬂa_&ml manner, than
by this propofal of thefe {alutary regulations
For to {ay that ﬂ;wts are ]1UllOL1i';lbl}- obt;‘unm
on the coaft; to fay that their treatment is of
the mildeft nature, and yet to propofe the
above-mentioned regulations as neceflary, is
to refute himfelf more clearly, than I con-
fels 121}’11“‘ to be able to do it: and I
have only to requeft, that the regulations
propofed by this writer, in the defence of
{lavery, may be confidered as {o many proofs
of the affertions contained in my own work.
I thall clofe my account with an obferva-
tion, which is of great importance in the
11 the publications in fa-

vour of the flave-trade, or the iub[uluf:!'at

p:'c{hntt;liit. Of a

{lavery in the colonies, there is not one,
which
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which has not been written, cither by a
L‘El;t}.‘lui:l to the African factories, or b}f a
nerchant, or by a planter, or by a perfon
whofe intereft has been connefted in the
caufe which he has taken upon him to de-
fend.  Of this defcription are Mr., Zobin, and

the Apologift for Negroe Slavery.  While
on the other hand thofe, who have had as
competent a }'_ﬂ.‘j\",'}l_f'.!;f"._‘. U.I'- f.ilﬂ 1‘1].!\3.5[3':-".-, bl!f

not the /ame intereft as themfelves, have una-
nimoufly condemned it ; and many of them
have written their fentiments upon it, at
the hazard of creating an innumerable hoft
of enemies, and of being fubjefled to the
moft malignant oppofition. Now, which of
thefe are we to believe on the occafion ?

Are we to believe thofe, who are parties
1

1 : : , .
concerned, who are interefted in the prac-

S 3 - p [ ~ - ) B - ] = ~ A o i3
tice P—But the queftion does not admit of 2
lifpute.

il E
Concerning my own work, it feems pro-
T ; 1 i | Mt ,.l ] .
}"u.! to 0 ‘r[::iltr, that when the .'1J‘|:[m_|l
Latin Difiertation, as the title page ex-

prefies, was honoured by the Univerfity

of Cambridge with the firft of their an-
nual prizes for the year 1785, I was wait-
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ed upon by fome gentlemen of refpeétability
and confequence, who requefted me to pub-
lith it in Englith, The only objection which
occurred to me was this; that having been
prevented, by an attention to other ftudies,
from obtaining that critical knowledge of
my own language, which was neceflary for
an Englifth compofition, 1 was fearful of ap-
pearing before the publick eye: but that, as
they flattered me with the hope, that the pub-
lication of it might be of ufe, I would certain-
ly engage to publifh it, if they would allow me
to poftpone it fora little time, till I was more
in the habit of writing. They replied, that
as the publick attention was now excited to
the cafe of the unfortunate Africans, it would
be ferving the caufe with double the effect, if
it were to be publithed within a few months.
This argument prevailed. Nothing but
this circumiftance could have induced me
to offer an Englith compofition to the infpec-
tion of an hoft of criticks : and I truft there-
fore that this circumftance will plead much
with the benevolent reader, in favour of
thofe faults, which he may find in the pre-
fent work.

Having
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Having thus promifed to publifh it, I
was for fome time doubtful from which
of the copices to tranflate. There were two,
the original, and an abridgement. The
latter (as thefe academical compofitions are
generally of a certain length) was that which
was fent down to Cambridge, and honoured
with the prize. T was determined however,
upon confulting w ith my friends, to tran-
*--.m-: from the former. « This has been faith-

fully done with but few *additions. The

1

reader will probably perceive the Latin idiom
in feveral paflfages of the work, though I have
endeavoured, as far as I have been able, t
avoid it. And I am fo fenfible of the difad-
vantages under which it muft yet lie, as a
tranflation, that I wifh I had written upon the
{ubje, without any referepce at.all to the
original copy.

[t will perhaps be afked, from what au-

thority I have cc HLtl'd thofe faéts, which

®* The inftance of the Duteh coloniits at the Cape,

firlt part of the Effay ; the defcription of an

in the fecond ; and the poetry of a negroe girl in the third,

- ! by [ gy Pt b , I e I I . -
are the only confiderable additions that have been made.
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relate to the colonial flavery. I reply, that I
have had the means of the very beft of infor-
mation on the {fubje& ; having the pleafure of
being acquainted with many, bothin the naval
and military departments, as well as with

feveral others, who have been long acquaint-
- T - 1 .3 T Sy s P
ed with America and the Weff-Indian iflands.

The faéts therefore which 1 have related,
arec compiled from the difinterefted accounts
T
' 5

1

of thefe gentlemen, all of whom,

Nave t',;'l-'_
happinefs to fay, have coincided, in the mi-
nuteft manner, in their deferiptions. It muft
be remarked too, that they were compiled,
not from what thefe gentlemen heard, while
they were refident in thofe parts, but from
what they actually /zw. Nor has a fingle
inftance been taken from any book whatever

upon the fubject, except that which is men-

tioned in the 23sth page; and this book
;o e ;
was publithed in France, in the year 1777,

by autbority.

I have now the pleafure to fay, that the
accounts of thefe difinterefted gentlemen,
whom I confulted on the occafion, are con-
firmed by all the books which I have ever
perufed upon flavery, except thofe which
: have

jm* e O P Yy
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have been written by merchants, planters; Ee.
They are confirmed by Sir Hans Sloane’s Voy=
age to Barbadoes ; Grifith Hughes's Hiftory
of the fame ifland, printed 1750; an Ac-
count of North America, by Thomas fefferies,
1761 ; all Benezet's works, &c. &e. and par-
ticularly by Mr. Ram/ay’s Efiay on the T'reat-
ment and Converfion of the African Slaves
in the Britith Sugar Colonies ; 2 work which
is now firmly eftablifhed ; and, I may add,

in a very extraordinary manfer, in confe-

e
&

quence of the controverfy which this gen-
tleman has fuftained with the Curfory Re-
marker, by which feveral facts which were
mentioned in the original copy of my own
work, before the controverfy began, and
which had never appeared in any work upon
1

¥
L

e {ubje&, have been brought to light.

Nor has it received lefs {upport from a let-

—t

er, publifhed only laft week, from Capt.
T 1

. S. Smith, of the Royal Navy, to t

Bl

e 1€
Rev. Mr. Hill; on the former of whom
too high encomiums cannot be beftowed,
for ftanding forth in that noble and difinte-
refted manner, in behalf of an injured cha-

racter.
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I have now only to folicit the reader again,
that he will make a favourable allowance
for the prefent work, not only from thofe
circumitances which I have mentioned, but
from the confideration, that only two months
are allowed by the Univerfity for thefe their
annual compofitions. Should he however
be unpropitimls to my requeft, I muft con-
fole myfelf with the reflection, (a reflection
that will always afford me pleafure, even
amid{t the cenfures of the great,) that by
undertaking the caufe of the unfortunate 4f-
ricans, I have undertaken, as far as my abi-
lities would permit, the caufe of injured

1INNOCENce,

{ I
London, June 1ft 1786.
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The Hiftory of 51;1‘.‘(:1’}-‘,

CHAP. I. Introdu&ion.—Divifion of
flavery into voluntary and involuntary.—The
latter the fubject of the prefent work.—Chap.
II. The firft clafs of involuntary flaves a-
mong the ancients, from war.—Conjecture
concerning their antiquity.—Chap. III. The
{fecond clafs from pil':lcy.-—ShOrt h;f'tor}' of
piracy.—The dance carpaa.—Confiderati-
ons from hence on the former topick.—
I'hree orders of involuntary {laves among the
ancients,—Chap. IV. Their perfonal treat-
ment.— Exception in ZAlgypt.—Exception
at Athens,—Chap. V. The caufes of fuch
treatment among the ancients in general.—
Additional caufes among the Greeks and
Romans.—A refutation of their principles.—

Remarks
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Remarks on the writings of Afop.—Chap.

VI. The ancient flave-trade.—Tts antiqui-
ty.—/Hgypt the firt market recorded for
this {pecies of traffick.--Cyprus the fecond.--
The agreement of the writings of Mofes and
Homer on the fubjeét.—The univerfal pre-
valence of the trade.—Chap. VII. The de-
cline of this commerce and f{lavery in Eu-
rope.—The caufes of their decline.—Chap.
VIIL. Their revival in Africa.

T - Py Rt (O R
tory CJF their I'C‘.'i‘.'i}.l.——l“;'u’i‘. Clali€s o1 1nvo-

o1 i Ll
Snort nil-

luntary flaves among the moderns.—Crue]
inftance of the Dutch colonifts at the Cape.

T T T R e e

The African Commerce or Slave-Trade.

CHAP. 1. The hiﬂ-ﬁ?['_‘-.-‘ of mankind
from their firft fituation to a ftate of govern-
ment.—Chap. II. An account of the fir}

ffm-'r:rm‘ncmi;.—-—(.'h;l.['-n. III. Liberty a natu

e lldiltl=
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=

al right.—That of government adventiti-

ous.—Government, its nature.—Its end.—

Eilkia \7 ManlsnAd ~- oy L A pag ]
Chap. IV. Mankind cannot be confidered as
ITOPErL —_—
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property.—An- objection anfwered.—Chap.
V. Divifion of the commerce into two parts,
as it relates to thofe who fell, and thofe who
purchafe the human fpecies into flavery.—
The right of the fellers examined with re-
{pect to the two orders of African flaves, ¢ of
¢ thofe who are publickly feized by virtue

] | -1

¢ of the “r.*-wwtv of their prince, and of

e il
“,' INCLY .luiL‘.LL!&—-

<¢ thofe, who are kidnaj
Chap. VI. Their right w itim reipect to con-
viéts.—From thL proportion of the punifh-
ment to the offence.—From its obje& and
tj':_ui.———(_"'!z.agn \, H. Their right with refpeét
to prifoners of war.—The jus eaptivitatis, or
right of capture explained.—Its injuftice,—
Farther explication of the right of capture,
in anfwer to fome fuppofed objeGions.—
Chap. VIII. Additional remarks on the
two orders that were firft mentioned.—The
number which they annually contain.—A
dt‘lt"i'J]‘aru;-:’l of an African battle.—Additio-
nal remarks on }‘!i'il‘UI?L‘!'h of war.—On con-
victs.—Ch 1ap. 3 S 7 I‘l:_{ ht of the pt ircha-
{ers C.‘{:‘:!]‘EI!‘:;‘d.H—HCLJ]WCIUHOH,

PART
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The Slayery of the Africans in the European
Colonies.

CHAP. I. Imaginary {cene in Afri-
ca.—Imaginary converfation with an Afri-
can.— His ideas of Chriftianity.—A Defcrip-
tion of a bm} of flaves gmj o to the .,'_..im —_—
Their embarkation.—Chap. II Their treat-
ment on board.—The number that annually
perifh in the voyage.—Horrid inftance at
{ea.— T heir debarkation 1n the colonies.—
Horrid inftance on the thore.—Chap. III.
The condition of their pofterity in the co-
lonies.—The lex nativitatis explained.—Its
injuftice.—Chap. IV. The feafoning in the
colonies.—The number that annually die in
the feafoning.—The employment of the {ur-
vivors.—The colonial difcipline.—Its ten-
dency to produce cruelty.—Horrid inftance
of this effe¢t.—Immoderate labour, and its
confequences.—Want of food and its con-
fequences.— Severity and 1ts confequen-
ces.— L he  forlorn fituation of {laves.—
An appeal to the memory of Alfred.—
Chap. V. The contents of the two pre-
ceding chapters denied by the purcha-
{fers.—Their firft argument refuted.—Their

fecond
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fecond refuted.—Their third refuted,—
Chap. VI, Three arguments, which they
bring in vindication of their treatment, re-
futed.—Chap. VII. The argument, that the
Africans are an inferiour link of the chain
of nature, as far as it relates to their genius,
refuted.—The caufes of this apparent infe-

rioritv.—Short diflfertation on African ge=

nius.—Poetry of an African girl.—Chap.
VIII. The argument, that they are an infe

riour link of the chain of nature, as far as it

Y e e oy T iy refiited P :
ECEJLL"-- LO cOolour, OCC. i.,i't?.l_tk_i.*—f_h\ﬂn‘.[ll-]ﬂ-
tion of the divine writings in this particu-

lar.—Differtation on the colour.—Chap. IX.
Other arguments of the purchafers examin-
ed.—Their comparifons unjuft.—Their af-
fertions, with refpect to the happy fituation
of the Africans in the colonies, without
foundation.—Their happine(s examined with
refpe¢t to manumifiion.—With refpect to

A By ]
LAI1 €ltlinate made

holy-days.—Dances, &c.

L

at St. Domingo.—Chap. X. The right of
the purchafers over their flaves refuted upon
their own principles.—Chap. XI. Dreadful
arguments againft this commerce and flavery
of the human fpecies.—How the Deity feems
already to punith us for this inhuman viol

|
e

tion of his laws.==Conclufion.
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for Deminigue, page 235 read Do

N. B. In page 18 a Latin note has been inferted by mif

Ta

take, under the quotation of Diodorus Siculus. The reas
will find the original Greek of the fame fignification, in tl

Editio Sterhani.

fame author, at page 49. Editi
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ON THE

SLAVERY and COMMERCE

OF THE

HUMAN SPECIES.

PSRRI
Tue HISTORY or SLAVERY.

i e e LRSS

&‘Kwr H E'N civilized, as well as bar-

barous nations, have been found,
through along fucceffion of ages, uniform-

S

ly to concur in the fame cuftoms, there

feems to arife a prefumption, that fuch cuf=
toms are not only eminently ufeful, but
A are
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are founded alfo on the principles of juftice.
Such is the cafe with refpect to Slavery: 1t
has had the concurrence of all the nations,
which hiftory has recorded, and the repeat-
ed practice of ages from the remoteft anti-
quity, in its favour. Here then is an argu-
ment, deduced from the general confent and
argreement of mankind, in favour of the pro-

pofed fubject: “but alas!-when we reflect

that the people, thus reduced to a ftate of
PCO}

fervitude, have bad the fame feelin
ourfelves; when we refleét that they have
had the fame propenfities to pleafure, and
the fame averfions from pain ; another argu-
ment feems immediately to arife in oppofi-
tion to the former, deduced from our own

feelings and that divine {ympathy, which
5 / k J

nature has implanted in our breafts, for the
moft ufeful and generous of purpofes. To
afcertain the truth therefore, where two fuch
oppofite fources of argument occur ; where
the force of cuftom pleads ftrongly on the
one hand, and the feelings of humanity on
the other ; is a matter of much importance,

as the dignity of human nature is concerned,

be 1nvolved in its difcuffion.

It
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It will be neceffary, before this point can
be determined, to confult the Hiftory of
Slavery, and to lay before the reader, in as
concife a manner as poffible, a general view
of it from its earlieft appearance to the pre-
fent day.

The firft, whom we fhall mention here
to have been reduced to a ftate of fervitude,
may be comprehended in that clafs, which
is ufually denominated the Mercenary. It

confifted of freezborn citizens, who, from

p LT, . % f AT 18 { RPN S ;
the various contingencies of fortune, had
=, L . S : | j g S g = iy S
become 1o poor, as to have recourfe for

their {upport to the fervice of the rich. Of
this kind were thofe, both among the Egyp-

tians and the Jews, who are recorded in
1

the * facred writings. + The Grecian Thetes

alfo were of this defcription, as well as

€

......

tholc among the fxum.'.n*-, from whom the

® Genefis, Ch. 47. Levitichs xxv. v. 30, 40.

{ The 7hetes appear very early in the Grecian Hiftory.
— e W TAVES AUTW

N ot

. 1 ’ 2 f . A .
Kieor emor] T0a'ans efa’ocfor; b iol avik

i 7€ Mpaés 7¢; Od, Homer. A. 642. They were
afterwards fo much in ufe, that ¢ Muetor M7e dredid iTo
" ] ’ 3 T - - #
 gaufusy ase dwAwew xaza guyfeapny,” till @olon fupprefied

the cuftom in Athens,

A » clafs

A =
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clafs receives its appellation, the || Mers
cenaritt.

We may obferve of the above-mentioned,
that their fituation was in many inftances
fimilar to that of our own fervants. There
was an exprefs contract between the parties :
they could, moft of them, demand their
difcharge, if they were ill ufed by their re-
{fpective mafters; and they were treated
therefore with more humanity than thofe,
whom we ufually diftinguith in our lan=-
guage by theappellation of Slawves.

As this clafs of fervants was compofed of
men, who had been reduced to fuch a fitua-
tion by the contingencies of fortune, and
not by their own mifconduct; fo there was
another among the ancients, compofed en-
tirely of thofe, who had fuffered the lofs of
Jiberty from their own imprudence. Ta
this clafs may be reduced the Grecian Pro-

|| The mention of thefé is frequent among the claflies ; they
were called in general mercenarii, from the circumftances of
their lire, as ‘¢ quibus, non male przcipiunt, qui 1ta jubent
“ uti, ut mercemariis, operam exigendam, jufta preebenda.
‘““« Cicero de off.” But they are fometimes mentioned in the
law books by the mame of /Jikeri, from the circumftances of
their birth, to diftinguifh them from the alieni, or forcigners,
% Jufmian. D, 7, 8. 4»=—Idv21. 1. 25. &c. &c. &c.
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digals, who were detained in the fervice of
their creditors, till the fruits of their la-
bour were equivalent to their debts; the
delinquents, who were fentenced-to the oar;
and the German entbufiafls, as mentioned by
Tacitus, whe were fo immoderately charm-
ed with gaming, as, when every thing elfe
was gone, to have ftaked their liberty and
their very felves. f° The lofer,” fays he,
¢ goes into a voluntary {ervitude, and though
¢ younger and ftronger than the perfon with
¢ whom he played, patiently f{uffers him-
‘¢ {elf to be bound and fold. ‘Their perfe-
¢¢ yerance in fo bad a cuftom is ftiled ho-
““ nour. The flaves, thus obtained, are im-
“ mediately exchanged away in commerce,
¢¢ that the winner may get rid of the fcan-
¢ dal of his vi&ory.”

To enumerate other inftances, would be
unneceflary : it will be fufficient to obferve,
that the fervants of this' clafs: were in a
far more wretched fituation, than :thofe of
the former; their drudgery was more in-
tenfe ; their treatment more fevere; and
there was no retreat at pleafure, from the
frowns and lathes of their defpotick mafters,

A 2 Having
X b !




6 ON THE SLAVERY AND CoOMMERCE

Having prc:mii'cd this, we may now pro-
ceed to a general divifion of flavery, into
woluntary. and  snvoluntary. ‘The wvoluntary
will comprehend the two clafies, which we
have already mentioned; for, in the firft
inftance, there was a contralf, founded on
confent ; and, in the fecond, there was a
choice of engaging or not in thofe practices,
the known confequences of which were
fervitude. The involuntary, on the other
hand, will comprehend thofe, who were
forced, without any fuch condition or choice,
into a fituation, which as it tended to de-
grade a part of the human {pecies, and to
clafs it with the brutal, muft have been, of
all human fituations, the moft wretched and
infupportable. Thefe are they, whom we
fthall confider folely in the prefent work,
We fhall therefore take our leave of the
former, as they were mentioned only, that
we might ftate the queftion with greater
accuracy, and be the better enabled to re-

duce it to its proper limits.




The firflt that will be mentioned, of the
involuntary, were prifoners of war.® < It
““ was a law, eftablithed from time imme-
““ morial among the nations of antiquity, to
““ oblige thofe to undergo the feverities of
¢ {ervitude, whom viétory had thrown into
“ their hands.” Conformably with this,
we find all the Eaftern nations unanimous
in the practice. The fame cuftom prevailed

1

- | L 1
among the people of ti

Vot o o
1e Welt; for as the
Felate ‘hecame I.

flaves of the Spartans,
4
trom the right of congueft only, fo prifo-
(= 2 r
ners of war were reduced to the fame {itua-
tion by the reft of the inhabitants of Greece.
By the fame principles that actuated thefe,

were the Romans alfo influenced. Their

Hiftory will confirm the fact : for how many

o . = ' L' = | o : ] = ]
cities are recorded to have been taken; how
e i to e . TR =
many armies to have been vanquithed in

]

the field, and the wretched furvivors, in

both inftances, to have been doomed to fer-

£ ; re gty Avbaumirs aidvhs sy 0Tal grodelE s ey
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vitude ? It remains only now to obferve, in
{hewing this cuftom to have been univerfal,
that all thofe nations which affifted in over-
turning the Roman Empire, though many
and various, adopted the fame meafures;
for we find it a general maxim in their
polity, that whoever fhould fall into their
hands as a prifoner of war, fhould imme-
diately be reduced to the condition of a
flave.

It may here, perhaps, be not unworthy
of remark, that the smvoluntary were of
greater antiquity than the woluntary flaves,
The latter are firft mentioned in the time of
Pharaoh : they could have arifen only in a
{ftate of fociety; when property, after its
divifion, had become fo unequal, as to mul-
tiply the wants of individuals; and when
government, after its eftablithment, had
given fecurity to the poflefior by the punifh-
ment of crimes. Whereas the former feem
to be dated with more propriety from the
days of Nimrod ; who gave rife probably to
that infeparable idea of wicfary and fervitude,
which we find among the nations of anti-
quity, and which has exifted uniformly fince,

in

e e e e e L e il
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in one country or another, to the prefent
day.*

Add to this, that they might have arifen
even in a ftate of nature, and have been coe-
yal with the quarrels of mankind.

C=B - Py THIS

But it was not victory alone, or any pre-
fuppofed right, founded in the damages of
war, that afforded a pretence for invading
the liberties of mankind: the honourable

light, in which pzracy was confidered in the

uncivilized ages of the world, contributed
not a little to the favery of the human {pe-
cies. Piracy had a very early beginning.
¢« The Grecians,” 1 fays Thucydides,  in
¢¢ their primitive ftate, as well as the con-
¢¢ temporary barbarians, who inhabited the
¢“ fea coafts and iflands, gave themfelves
¢¢ wholly to it ; it was, in fhort, their only

L profut}}(_ul and i'u.p}:-m‘t." The writings

# ¢« Proud Nimrod firft the bloody chace began,
“ A mighty hunter, and his prey was man.”
Porr.
+ Thucydides, L. 1, {ub initio.

of
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10 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

of Homer are fufficient of themfelves to
eftablith this account. They fhew it to
have been a common pratice at {o early a
period as that of the Trojan: war; and

abound with many lively defcriptions of it,
which, had they been as groundlefs as they

are beautiful, would have frequeéntly {pared

the fich of the reader of ia.llill‘i“t}*‘ ane
reflection.

1 =

The piracics, which were thus practifed
T e ] Ao .r].,"\' 1darad ac. sk

in the early ages, may be confidered as puba
lick or private. In the former, whole crews
embarked for the - benefit of their refpec-
tive tribes. They made defcents on the
fea coafts, carried off cattle, furprized whole
villages, put many of the inhabitants to the

(2

{word, and carried others into {lavery.

In the latter, individuals only were con-
cerned, and the emolument was their own.
Thefe landed from their fhips, and, going
up into the country, concealed themfelves
in the woods and thickets; where they

waited every opportunity of catching the

- : Mt ) . .
+ Jdem. == == — ¢ the flrongeft,”’ fays he, ““ enrapging
1 s "B R e Ty a A F o [ | M e s P e P R
- 1n theie adventures, Nepd'ss Ts oQE[ieh avTal eVere iy Tolg
5 §
L1 leat T » " M
digusvegi Leop
i £ ,
unioertunate
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unfortunate thepherd or hufbandman alone.
In this fituation they fallied out upon him,
dragged him on board, conveyed him to a
foreign market, and {fold him for a {lave.

To this kind.of piracy Ulyfles alludes,
in oppofition to the former, which he had
been juft before mentioning, in his quel-
tion to Eumaeus,

¢ << ])id pirates wait, till all thy friends were gone,

* To catch thee fingly with thy flocks alone ;

¢ Say, did they force thee from thy fleecy care;

, thy Balda branlbort an Gl theos A r s
¢« And from thy felds tranfport and fell thee here

But no pic¢ture, perhaps, of this mode of
depredation, is equal to that, with which }
Xenophon prefents us in the fimple narrative
of a dance. He informs us that the Gre-
cian army had concluded a peace with the
Paphlagonians, and that they entertained
their embaffadors in confequence with a ban-
quet, and the exhibition of various feats of
aCtivity. ¢ When the Thracians,” fays he,
¢¢ had performed the parts allotted them in
““ this entertainment, fome /Enianian and

¢ Magnetian foldiers rofe up, and, accoutred

= =]

®* Homer, Odyfs. L. 14, 38s.

T Xenoph, Kues Ava€. Ly 6. fub initio.
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in their proper arms, exhibited that dance,
which is called Karpawa. The figure of
it 15 thus. One of them, in the chara&er
of an hufbandman, is feen to till his land,
and is obferved, as he drives his plough,
to look frequently behind him, as if ap-
prehenfive of danger. Another imme-
diately appears in fight, in the charalter
of a robber: The hufbandman, having
{een him previoufly advancing, fnatches
up his arms. A battle enfues before the
plough. The whole of this performance
is kept in perfect time with the mufick
of the flute. At length tke robber, hav-
ing got the better of the hufbandman,
binds him, and drives him off with his
team. Sometimes it happens that the
hufbandman fubdues the robber: in this
cafe the {cene is only reverfed, as the
latter is then bound and driven off by
the former.”

It 1s fcarcely neceflary to obferve, that

this dance was a reprefentation of the gene-

ral manners of men, in the more uncivili-

zed ages of the world; fhewing that the

hufbandman and fhepherd lived in continual

alarm,

— -
- = — S— - 5 ;
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alarm, and that there were people in thofe

ages, Who derived their pleafures and for=

. - s aitlT e k15 -
tunes from ZAzudnapping and enflaving their
fellow creatures.

We may now take notice of a circum-

which will lead us

ftance in this narration,
to a rc*,-'iuw of our firfl affertion on this
¢¢ that the honourable light, in which

pt‘_:int,
4 If_*_-";';:-';;;' was CL)]]E:."J.L'I"JI] in the times of bar-
¢¢ harifim, contributed not a little to the
¢ flavvery of the human fpecies.” The rob-

- o e AR o P Rt Ty iy
ber is reprefented here as rrequently defeat~
| i

ed in his attempts, and as reduced to that
deplorable fituation, to which he was en-
deavouring to bring another. This thews
the frequent difficulty and danger of his un-
dertakings : puoplc would not tamely rchgn
their lives or Eii..-urti-:.‘.-:, without a f‘tru;;;*]c

(Ametimes prepared - rers
L1IMMCES i arc ; WwWgEre

—
I—-

perior ui‘tcn, in many points of view, fto

thele 1nvaders of their liberty 3 LIICTE were
an hundred accidental circumitances fre-

quently in their favour. Thefe adventures
therefore required all the {kill, ftrength,
-3 [Bgrye. A .1 1 AT . 1 -..-\
agility, valour, and every thing, in fhort,
that may be fuppofed to conftitute heroifm,

fo

e

—
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14 ON THE SLAVERY AnND CoMMERCE

to conduct them with fuccefs. - Upon this
idea piratical expeditions firft came into
repute, and their frequency afterwards, to-
gether with the danger and fortitude, that
were -infeparably connefted with them,
brought them into fuch credit ameng the
barbarous nations of antiquity, that of all
human profeflions, piracy was the moft ho-
nourable.*®

The notions then, which were thus an-
nexed to piratical expeditions, did not fail
to produce thofe confequences, which we
have mentioned before. They afforded an
opportunity to the views of avarice and am-
bition, to conceal themfelves under the mafkof
virtue. They excited a {pirit of enterprize,

of all others the moft irrefiftible, as it {ub=

er
fifted on the ftrongelt principles of aétion,
emolument and honour. Thus could the
vileft of paflions be gratified with 11';*_.}_:;:-

nity. People were robbed, ftolen, murder-

ed, under the pretended idea that thefe were

B3 e - e ne
¥ ) 1 T W 3 71X
e Al - g Y
. snrvlida et
Dory [ hue ydides. L. 1. fub initio.
T e i NPT o A . B T . etk
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reputable adventures: every cm):'mlty 1n

ort was committed, and dreffed up in

11U L
the habiliments of honour.

But as the notions of men in the lefs
barbarous ages, which followed, became
more corre¢ted and refined, ‘the practice of
piracy ‘began gradually to diﬂ}},mr, It

had hitherto been fupported on the grand

columns of emolument and honour.  When
the latter therefore was removed, it receiv-
ed a confiderable thock ; but, alas ! it had

ftill a pillar for its fupport ! gvarice, which

. a 1 b R v ) et S i g
exifts in all ftates, and which is ready to
turn every invention to its own ends, ftrain-

ed hard for its prefervation. It had been
produced in the ages of barbarifim ; it had
been pointed ouf in thofe ages as lucrati
and under this notion it was continued.
ftolen ; 1

n; many were inter-

People were {till
cepted (fome, in their purfuits of pleafure

. 1 il (PR | e g | S W (ST i M
;:1_]'5!_’:\‘ in tne 11;1!1'?.1;!.‘_'5..' ol thelr leveral oc=-
] o
r.‘i'.a.mtia.ls.'~] Dy their own cc untrymen ; who

previoufly laid in wait for them, and fold

them afterwards for flaves; while others
3 - # o = 2 T

fCIXC=i T“,-' llluI‘L'll.‘L.-'lLb, WNhDo ['.L'.Lj;_';i on the

different coafls, were torn from their friends
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16 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

and connecions, and carried into flavery.
The merchants of Theflaly, if we can credit
* Ariftophanes who never fpared the vices
of the times, were particularly infamous for
the latter kind of depredation ; the Athenians
were notorious for the former: for they
had practifed thefe robberies to fuch an alarm-
ing degree of danger to individuals, that it
was found neceflary to enaét a 1 law, which
punifhed kidnappers with death.—But this
is fufficient for our prefent purpofe; it
will enable us to aflert, that there were two
clafles of inveluntary flaves among the an-
cients, ¢ of thofe who were taken publick-
¢¢ |y in a ftate of war, and of thofe who
¢¢ were privately ftolen in a ftate of innoa=
¢ cence and peace.” We may now add,
that the children and defcendents of thefe
compofed a third.

CoaH- A P IV

It will be proper to fay fonmthing here
concerning the fituation of the unfortunate

® Ariftoph. Plut. A&, z. Scene ¢,
1 Zenoph, Ambumuar, L. 1,

men,
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men, who were thus doomed to a life of
fervitude. To enumerate their various em-
ployments;and to defcribe the miferies which
they endured in confequence, either from the
feverity, or the long and conftant applica-
tion of their Iabour, would exceed the bounds
we have propofed to the prefent work,  We
thall confine curfclves to their perfonal treat-
ment, as depending on the power of their
mafters, and the proteétion of the law.
Their treatment, if confidered in this light,

will equally excite our pity and abhorrence.

1

'I"ha-}' were beaten, ftarved, tortured, mur-
dered at difcretion ; they were dead in a
civil fenfe; they had neither name nor tribe ;
were incapable of a judicial procefls ; were
in {hort without -.1ppc::]. Poor unfortunate
men ! to be deprived of all pofiible protec-
tion! to fuffer the bittereft of injuries with-
out the poflibility of redrefs! to be con-
demned unheard ! to be murdered with im-
punity ! to be confidered as dead in that
ftate, the very members of which they were
fupporting by their labours !

Yet fuch was their general fituation :

e RAFOT O v | [ - e g i
there were two places however, where theit

R o tio:
B condition,
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18 On THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

condition, if confidered in this point of view,

was more tolerable. The ZAgyptian flave,

though perhaps of all others the greateft

drudge, yet if he had time ‘to reach the
8-

*temple of Hercules, found a certain re-

-

treat from the perfecution of his mafter;
and he received additional comfort from the
refleGtion, that his life, whether he could
reach it or not, could not be taken with

impunity. Wife and falutary +f law ! how
often muft it have curbed the infolence of
power, and {topped thofe paflions in their
progrefs, which had otherwife been deftruc-
tive to the flave!

II:@:::*]} the I,*L'.'I:-'-r-_r- of {laves were

thus greatly {ecured in Aigypt, yet there
1

—
bu

-

was no place fo favourable to them as
Athens. The

y were allowed a greater li-
{peech ;I they had their convivial

berty of ]
meetings, their amours, their hours of re-

& Herodotus, L. 2. 113.
+ “¢ Apud Agyptios, fi quis fervum fponte occiderat, eum

I

: > echh L -
& morte damnari 2que ac it hberum occidullet, jubebant leges

_UE‘Lu
€ &c. Diodorus Sic. L. 1.

i ‘¢ Atq 1d ne vos miremini, Homines fervulos

, amare, atq ad ¢eenam condicere.

et hoe ‘;151(..llir;.

ho.

£ Plautus. St

laxation,
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laxation, pleafantry, and mirth ; they were
treated, in fhort, with fo much humanity
in general, as to occafion that obfervation
of Demofthenes, in his fecond Philippick,
¢ that the condition of a flave, at Athens,
¢ was preferable to that of a free citizen,

¢¢ in many other countries.” Buat if anv

1 F 1
e e el s s Mgy =~ AR {1 o
exception nappenca (wiicn was 10mecimes
= \
1 il i 1 1 .
| 3 a | " A HETl o £ ey | franstfmvaant s
Lhe L..JLJ ITOIIY LIC :_",__-_]‘.__, treatment oe-=

cribed ; if perfecution took the place of

anttkroand made the fPanoe Avf {erotfiade sy e
]-_l:l'.l.-.,.-!u-. naacé ti ranes of lervitude more
. i 1 : 1 r ’ 1 1 1 : y i
pointéd than Deiore,” they had then the

" 1 1 4 | i p—. ~ { .
temple, like the ZLgyptian, for refuge;

where the legiflature was fo attentive, as to
examine their complaints, and to order them,
if they were founded in juftice, to be fold
to another mafter. Nor was this all: they
had a privilege infinitely greater than the

W 11] L [11;[:.'. 'l‘h'.'\,' WEIE ]1]|1] a1 Op-
- |

ey [ - L v F Al L {
:"il[:_:' ItY Ol WOTIrKing 101 LI1CIT Lk .}.';', \ii'-l.{,
1I tNCIr All1Z€ENnCce had J:i:'-'Lf_li"'..'L'i LNem a ium

equivalent with their ranfom, they could
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30 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

immediately, on paying it down,} demand
their freedom for ever. This law was, of
all others, the moft important ; as the prof=
pect of liberty, which it afforded, muft
have been a continual fource of the moft
pleafing reflections, and have greatly {weet-
ened the draught, even of the moit bitter
flavery.

Thus then, to the eternal honour of
Mgypt and Athens, they were the only
places that we can find, where {laves were
confidered with any humanity at all. - The
reft of the world feemed to vie with each
other, in the debafement and oppreffion of

thefe unfortunate people. They ufed them
with as much feverity as they chofe ; they
meafured their treatment only by their own
paflion and caprice ; and, by leaving them
on every occafion, without the pofiibility
of an appeal, they rendered their fituation

t To this privilege Plautus alludes in his Caffna, where he

introduces a flave, {peaking in the following manner.

&

¢ Quid tu me verd libertate territas?

et Ouod hi tu nolis. £l
¢ Quod h tu nolis,

¢ Vobis sawitis, atq amborum ingratiis,
¢ Una libella liber fﬁj{"—% 7 _:‘i'a'r.".
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the moft melancholy and intolerable, that

can pc}ﬁibly be conceived.

e e e L

As we have mentioned the barbarous and
inhuman treatment that generallly fell to
the lot of flaves, it may not be amifs to in-
quire into the warious circumitances by
which it was produced.

The firft circumftance, from whence it
originated, was the commerce; for 1f men
uld be confidered as poffeflions ; if, like
cattle, they could be bought and fold, it will
not be difficult to fuppofe, that they could
be held in the {ame confideration, or treat-
¢d in the f{ame manner.. The commerce
therefore, which was begun in the primi-
tive ages of the world, by clafling them with
the brutal fpecies, and by habituating the
mind to confider the terms of édruxte and
flave as [fjnonimous, foon caufed them to be
viewed in a low and defpicable light, and
as greatly inferiour to the human {pecies.
Hence proceeded that treatment, which
might not un reafonably be {uppofed to, arife

B 2 from
i) (ro
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from fo low an eftimation. —They were
tamed, like beafts, by the {tings of hunger
and the lath, and their education was di-
rected to the fame end, to make them com-
modious inftruments of labour for their
pofiefiors.

This #reatment, which thus proceeded in
the ages of barbarifm, from the low eftima~
tion, in which - flaves were unfortunately
held from the circumftances of the com-
merce, did not fail of producing, in the
fame inftant, its own effedt. It deprefled
their minds; it numbed their faculties;

and, by preventing thofe fparks of genius

from blazing forth, which had otherwife

been confpicuous; it gave them the appear-
€

ance of being endued with inferiour capa-

cities than the reft of mankind. This ef-
fe&t of the Zreatment had made {o confide-
rable a progrefs, as to have been a matter

of obfervation in the days of Homer.

* Forhalf bis fenfes Jove convevs away,
= \ - ; " . 5
ppgm Oonce ne dooms to 1ec the ferviie day.
* I lam 1 ] T
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I'hus then did the commerce, by clafling
them originally with Jrutes, and the con-
fequent freafment, by cramping their abi-

lities, and hindering them from becoming

confpicuvus, . give to thefe unfortunate peo-

ple, at a very early period, the moft unfa-

vourable appearance. The rifing - generati-

= . e 1 ¢1 ° 3

ons, who received both the commerce and

treatment from their anceftors, and “who
]

1 1 [ 1 1 1 P
had alwavs been accufltomed to behold their

effects, did not confider‘thefe effedts as inci-

dental » thev judeed only from what L]JLI}"

law ; they believed the appearances- to be

real ; and hence arofe the combined prin-
ciple, that flaves were an inferfour’ order
of men, and perfeitly void of underfland-

sng. Upon this principle it was, that the

former treatment began to be fully con-

5 A ; S
firmed and eftablithed ; and as this #rincrple

! £
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vWe may.oblerve here, that as all nations
had this excufe in common, as arifine from
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24 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

had an additional excufe, as arifing from their
\ OWN Vanity.

The former having conquered Troy, and
having united themifclves under one coms-
mon name and intereft, began, from that
period, to diftinguifh the reit of the world by
the title of baréarians ; inferring by fuch an
appellation, *¢¢ that they were men whowere
“¢ only neble in their own country ; that they
¢¢ had no right, from their nazure, to authority

|, ¢ or command ; that, on the contrary, fo
¢ J]ow were their ecapacities, they were de/~
“¢ tined by nature zo obey, and to live in a
¢ ftate of perpetual drudgery and fubjuga-
¢t tion.” Conformable with this opinion
was the treatinent, which was accordingly
prefcribed to a dardarian. 'The philofopher
Ariftotle himfelf, in the advice which he
gave to his pupil Alexander, before he went
upon his Afiatick expedition, - intreated him
to “ ufe the Greeks, as it became a general,

* Ariftotle. Polit. Ch. 2. et infeq

Fa 1€ .
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¢¢ but the barbarians, as it became a mafter;
¢¢ confider, fays he, the former as jfriends
s¢ and dpmefficks ; butthe latter, as brutesand
<« plants ;” inferring that the Greeks, from
the fuperiority of their capacities, had a
natural right to dominion, and that the reft
of the world, from the inferiority of their
own, were to be confidered and treated as
the srrational part of the creation.

Now, if we confider that this was the
treatment, which they judged to be abfo-
lutely proper for people of this defcription,

/ |

and that their f{laves were uniformly thofe,
whom they termed édaréarians; being gene-
rally fuch, as were either kidnapped from
Barbary, or purchafed from the bardarian
conquerors in their wars with one another ;
we fhall immediately fee, with what an ad-
ditional excufe their own vanity had fur-
nithed them for the fallies of caprice and
pafiion,

To refute thefe cruel fentiments of the
ancients, and to thew that their flaves were
by no means an inferiour order of beings
than themfclves, may perhaps be confidered
as an unneceflary tafle ; particularly, as hav-

ing

by

2
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ing fhewn, that the caufes of this inferiour

T Lo
appearance we e incidental, arifing, on the

1

one:hand, -from the combined effeéts of the
sreatment and commerce, and, on the other
from wanity and pride, we {eem to have re-
futed them already, DBut we trufk that fome
few obfervations, in vindication of thefe
unfortunate people, will neither be unac-

e nor imnro;}:r.

foq T
h-ot

oW *h n fhall we begin the refutation ?
Shall we (ay with Seneca, who faw many
of the {laves in queltion,  What isa Znight,
‘“or:a libertine, 2 flave? Are they not

i i ol v ¢
¢ names, aflumed either from ”*;.w ¥ OT an:-

<« Jation?” Or, thall we fay with him on
nother occalion, *¢ Let us coni fider that ilL

<« whom we call our flave, is born in the
¢« fame manner as ourfelves ; that he enjoys
“« the fame fky, with all its heavenly lumi-
‘¢ naries ; th;lt h;: breathes, that he lives, in
‘¢ the fame manner as ourfelves, and, in the
¢¢ fame manner, that he expires.” Thefc
confiderations, we confels, would furnith

us with a plentiful fource of argsuments in

0 i
the caig -Delore “us ; but we (at.LImc their
o e ] 7o e e, e el i 1.
< L c DOW then inall we i"=._"._’"'!‘. ."._!aL.-“
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OF THE

we enumerate the many inftances of fidelity,
}‘:;'.'Li"_"f‘:ift,’,

ferwile race © Shall we enumerate the many

or valour, that are recorded of the

important fervices, that they rendered both

to the individuals and the community, un-
der whom they lived? Here would be a
{econd fource, from whence we could col-
le@ {uflicient materials to fhew, that there

inferiority in their nature. But we

wds N0 1

decline: to ufe them. We f{hall content
onrfelves with fome few inftances, that re-
late to the genius ia;:'!::,' - we fhall mention

the names of thofe of a frvile condition,

whofe writings, having efcaped the wreck
of time, and having been handed down even
to the prefent age, are now to be feen, as

{0 many
Grecian, nor Roman genius, was f{upcriour

[
i

living monuments, that neither the

to their own

The firlt, whom we fhall mention here,
1s the famous /ZF I‘f-:*. He was-a i’hrv::i 1N
by birth, and lived in the time of Creefus,
king of Lydia, to whom he dedicated his
Bibleii < The Wit ol e reat Mt
ablEs. ne writimngs or tnis great man,

whatever light we confider them, will be

VR [ e Mg . 1 - - )
equally entitled to our admiration. But we
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are well aware, that the very mention of
him as a writer of fables, may depreciate him
in the eyes of fome. To fuch we fhall
propofe a queftion, Whether this {pecies
< of writing has not been more beneficial
¢ to mankind ; or whether it has not pro-
‘ duced more important events, than any
other #”

With refpeét to the firft confideration, it
is evident that thefe 1_";111]v-1, as Cﬁn::ﬂfr}f‘{ of
plain and fimple tranfaltions, are parti-
cularly eafy to be underftood ; as convey-

di

ed in images, they pleafe and- feduce the
mind ; and, as containing a morel, '11_;.'

deducible on the fide of virtue; that thcy
afford, at the fame time, the moft weighty
precepts of philofophy. Here then age the
two grand points of compofition, ““a man-
¢ ner of expreflion to be apprehened by the
¢ loweft capacities, and, * (what is con-
¢¢ fidered as a viCtory in the art) an happy
¢ conjunction of utility and pleafure.”
Hence Quintilian recommends them, as fin-
gularly ufeful, and as admirably ad apted,

to the puerile age; as a juft gradation be-

. e PR (o r e T e
* Omne tulit punftum, qui mifcuit utile dulci, Horace.

tween
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tween the language of the nurfe and the

preceptor, and as furnithing maxims of pru=
dence and virtue, at a time when the {pecu-
lative principles of philofophy are too dif-
ficult to be-underftood. - Hence alfo having
been introduced by moft civilized nations
into their I"\'Il;m of education, they have

produced that general benefit, to which we
at firft alluded. Nor have they been of lefs

confequence in maturity ; but particularly
to thofe of inferiour capacities, or little eru-
dition, whom they have frequently ferved
as a guide to condutt them in life, and as a
medium, through which an explanation
might be made, ¢n many and important oc-

calions.

With refpe&t to the latter confideration,
which is eafily deducible from hence, we
fhall only appeal to the wonderful effe,
which the fable, pronounced by Demofthe-

nes againft Philip of Macedon, produced ;
among his hearers; or to the fable, which
was jpul{cn by Menenius Agrippa to the

Roman populace; by which an illiterate
multitude were b:'ought back to their duty

I
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20 ON THE SLAVERY AND CoMMERCE

as citizens, when no other fpecies of ora-
tory could prevail.

To thefe truly .-"s_L'J-';‘.-'.-‘.-"-: us, and ff-f' ;7:’3_2}51;‘J.(=!}'-.'ﬁ.’.f.‘
works of Afop, we fhall add thofe of his
imitator Phoedrus, which in purity and cle-
gance ~ of ftyle, are inferiour to none.
We thall add alfo the Lyrick Poerry of Ale-
man, which is no fervile compeofition ; the
fublime Morals of Epictetus, and the incom-
parable comedies of Terence.

Thus then does it appear, that the excu/fz
which was uniformly ftarted in defence of
the Zreatment of flaves, had no foundation
whatever either in truth or juftice. The
inftances that we have mentioned above, are
fufticient to thew, that there was no inferi-
ority, either in their zature, or their under-
ftandings : and at the fame time that they
refute the principles of the ancients, they
afford a valuable leflon to thofe, who have
been accuftomed to form too precipitate a
judgment on the abilities of men: for, alas!
how often has fecret anguifh deprefled the
{pirits of thofe, whom they have frequent-
ly cenfured, from their gloomy and dejeéted
appearance ! and how often, on the other

hand
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hand, h.:u: their ;tuiu‘;'z‘:tllt reiulted from therr

gl p B s s T

Tyr 1 - . -
We ;f-.roa":--:d. now  to the confideration of
the commerce: in confequenceof which; peo-

-

h the fame feelings and fa=

ple, endued wit
culties as u;:;'JL-I\a:‘;_, were made fubject to
the laws and himitatio offeff

This commerce of the Immzm ip.cci-;'s was

F : | ¥
of a very early date. It was founded on the
1dea that men were property; and, as this

3 y r
it order of z2U0=-

-

idea was coeval with the fir
Juntary flaves, it muft have arifen, (if the
date, which we previoufly affixed to that
order, be right) in the firft praiices of bar-
ter. The Story of Jofeph, as recorded in
the facred writings, whom his brothers fold

from an envious fufpicion of his future

greatnefs, is an ample teftimony of the truth
of this conjeCture. [t hews that there were
men, cven at that early period, who travel-
led up and down as merchants, collecting
not only balm, myrrh, {picery, and :uht;fl.

wares, but the human fpecies alfo, for the
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purpofes of traffick. The inftant determi«
nation of the brothers, on the fir(t fight of
the merchants, zo fel/ bim, and the imme-
diate acquiefcence of thefe, who purchafed
him for a foreign market, prove that this
commerce had been then eftablifthed, ot
only in that part of the country, where
this tranfaction happened, but in that alfo,
whither the merchants were then travelling
with their camels, namely, A gypt: and they
thew farther, that, as all cuftoms require
time for their eftablifhment, {o it muft have
exifted in the ages, previous to that of Pha-
rach ; that is, in thofe ages, in which we

fixed the firft date of znvelunzary {ervitude.

This commerce then, as appears by the pre-=

fent inftance, exifted in the earlieft pra&ices

of barter, and had defcended to the Agyp-
tians, through as long a period of time, as
was fufficient to have made it, in the times
alluded to, an eftablithed cuftom. Thus
was ZEgypt, in thofe days, the place of the
greateft refort; the grand emporium of trade,
to which people were driving their mer-
chandize, as to a centre; and thus did it
afford, among other opportunities of traffick,

the
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oF THE Human SpEcIES. 323
the firft market that is recorded, for the fale
of the human fpecies. :

This market, which was thus fupplied
by the conftant concourfe of merchants,
who reforted to it from various parts, could
not fail, by thefe means, to have been con-
fiderable. It received, afterwards, an addi-=
tional fupply from thofe piracies, which we
mentioned to have exifled in the uncivili=
zed ages of the world, and which, in fa&,
it greatly promoted and encouraged; and
it became, from thefe united circumftances,
fo famous, as to have been known, within
a few centuries from the time of Pharaoh,
b.oth to the Grecian colonies in Afia, and
the Grecian iflands. Homer mentions Cy-
prus and Agypt as the common markets
for flaves, about the times of the Trojan
war. Thus Antinous, offended with Ulyf-
{es, threatens to fend him to * one of thefe
places, 1if he does not inftantly depart
from his table., The fame poet alfo, in

his T hymn to Bacchus, mentions them

» frmt ol wony A it
M Teoed ainphy A Ipua

1 - T - o
{or 1y Kureor 1d'mer. Hom. Odyll
L. 17. 448.

§ Lii 265

again,
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again, but in a more unequivocal manner,
as the common markets for {laves. © He takes
1 *1

occafion, in that hymn, to defcribe the pi-

rates method of {couring the coaft, from the
circumftance of their having kidnapped Bac-
chus, as a noble youth, for whom they ex-

an immenf{e ranfom. The captain of

” ] 5
!_F-i,‘-,_-[f,_'t |

1

the velflel, having dragged him on board, is
reprefented as- addreffing himfelf thus, to
the {teer(man :

€ a3 1~EF.#)

Haul in the tackle, hoift aloft the fail,
¢ Then take your helm, and watch the doubtful gale

¢ “T'o mind the captive prey, be our’s the care;

¢« While vou to Airydt or to Gyprus {teer:
¢ There thall | imlefs itds he’ll tell,
\ ranfom-eoifts v 1s full ell
T+ : —aok - v [P { £
[t may not perhaps be confidered as a di-

‘:___;'r_'i'!';--llj to mention in few ﬂ.\'a"ard::_, [‘r}-' itl-t:]!‘,
the wonderful concordance of the writings
of Mofes and Homer with the cafe before
us : not that the former, from their divine
authority, want additional fupport, but be-
caufe it cannot be unpleafant to fee them
confirmed by a perfon, who, being one of
the earlieft writers, and living in a very
remote age, was the firft that could afford
us any additional proof of the circum-

{tances
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ftances above-mentioned. /Egypt is re-
prefented, in the firft book of the facred
writings, as a market for flaves, and, in the
# fecond, as famous for the feverity of its
fervitude. T The fame line, which we have
already cited from Homer, conveys to us
the fame ideas. It points it out as a mar-
ket for the human {pecies, and by the epi-
thet of ¢¢ bizter Hgypt,” (4 which epithet
is peculiarly annexed to it on this occafion)
alludes in the ftronge{t manner to that feve~
rity and rigour, of which the facred hifto-
rian tran{mitted us the firft account.

But, to return. Though Aigypt was the
firt market recorded for this fpecies of
traffick ; and though /gypt, and Cyprus
afterwards, were particularly diftinguithed
for it, in the times of the Trojan war; yet
they were not the only places, even at that
period, where men were bought and fold.
The Odyficy of Homer fhews that it was
then practifed in many of the iflands of the

* Exodus, Ch, 1.

e :
Vide note 1it. page 213,
page 13

¥

oo, I e Sy e =
+ This ftrikes us the more forcibly, as it is ftiled Euceet ity

and wiparder, °© Geautiful and avell awatered,’” 1n all -other
paflages where it is mentioned, but this.
G2 Egcean
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3 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

A gean fea; and the Iliad, that it had taken
place among thofe Grecians on the continent
of Europe, who had embarked from thence
on the Trojan expedition. This appears
particularly at the end of the feventh book.
A fleet is defcribed  there, as having juft
arrived from Lemnos, with a fupply of wine
for the Grecian camp. The merchants are
defcribed alfo, as immediately expofing it to
fale, and as receiving in exchange, among

(11 £ g nit?

other articles of barter, ¢ a number of [flaves.

It will now be fufficient to obferve, that,
as other ftates arofe, and as circumftances
contributed: to make them known, this
cuftom is difcovered to have exifted among
i%'ﬂ._'TH; that it travelled over all Afia - that
it {pread through the Grecian and Roman
world ; was in ufe among the barbarous na-
tions, which everturned the Roman empire ;
and was practifed therefore, at the fame
periad, throughout all Europe.

== A=R. =N

This flavery and commerce, which had con-
tinued for fo long a time, and which was
thus
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thus practifed in Etrope at (o late a period
as that, which fucceeded the grand revolu-
tions in the weftern world, began, as the
northern nations were fettled in their con-
quefts, to decline; and, on their full eftab-
lithment, were abolithed. A difference of
opinion has arifen refpeting the caufe
of théir abolition; fome having afférted,
that the
of the fer

were the ncc_‘riJllry c'-;',m.!'L'r.;tt::n(_'tfs

N

dal fyjtem ; while others, fuperiour
both in number and in afrcument, have main-

L

= | 1 1 = b s s = ae. _1- LE .‘
tained that they were tne natural effe&ts of

-

iftianity. 'The mode of argument, which
the former adopt on this occafion, 1s as fol-
lows., ¢ The multitade of  little fates,
““ which {prang up from one great oné at

‘¢ this ABra, occafioned infinite bickerinos
¢ and matter for contention. There was
““not a ftate or feignory, which did not

¢ want all thé hands they could mafter, ei-

1
€€ ¢l m

| At - -
ther to defend their own 1‘1:'1'?1t, or to dif-

“ pute that of their neighbours. Thus
““ every man was taken into the f{fervice:
“ whom they armed théy muft truft: and
¢¢ there could be no truft but in free men.

C 3 ““ 'Thus

- - - -




38 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

¢« Thus the barrier between the two natures
““ was thrown down, and Jfawvery was no
¢ more heard of, in the we/l.”

‘That this was not the neceffary confe-
quence of fuch a fituation, is apparent.
The political fltate of Greece, in its early
hiftory, was the fame as that of Europe,
when divided, by the feudal fyftem, into
an infinite number of {mall and indepen-
dent kingdoms. There was the fame matter
therefore for contention, and the fame call for
all the hands that could be muftered : the
Grecians, in thort, in the Aeroick, were in the
fame fituation in thefe refpects as the feudal
barons in the Gothick times. IHad this there-

fore been a neceffary effeét, there had been

a ceflation of fervitude in Greece, in thofe
ages, in which we have already fhewn that
it exifted.

But with refpeét to Chriffianity, many
and great are the arguments, that it occa-
fioned fo defirable an event. It taught,
“¢ that all men were originally equal ; that
¢¢ the Deity was no refpecter of perfons, and
‘¢ that, as all men were to give an account
t¢ of their a&ions hereafter, it was neceflary

¢ that

e T ey T —
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¢¢ that they fhould be free.” 'Thefe doc-
trines could not fail of having their proper
influence on thofe, who firft embraced Chrif~
tianity, from a convittion of its truth; and
on thofe of their defcendents afterwards,
who, by engaging in the crufades, and ha-

zarding their lives and fortunes there, thew-

1 " 7 - -
ed, at leaft, an atfachment to that religion.
X 6t dothaet ananidimoly sl intel Ee 2 b ot
Vv.¢ ind them accordingly actuated by thefe

principles : we have a pofitive proof, that

the feudal fyftern had no fhare in the honour

of fupprefling {lavery, but that flf,a

i1 1 () o . o

i

was the :_.!;];. caule ; for the ‘;_,-'1'!'1':‘.1:;:_'1 part of
the charters which were granted for the free-
dom of {laves in thofe times (many of which
are {till extant) were granted, ¢ pro amore
‘“ Dei, pro mercede anime.” . ‘'They ~were

» o =l 2 2% ) g e g | e o g ot vt =
founded, 1n thort, on religious confliderati-

Lo

» 3 1 P : e - '|-- k 2 z 'l :l-
{ Il.*, £ that they l\Eil.'_’\.Ji procure the favour
J o !
401 .L]l'._: | I > which th CONCEl t!]i{l.:}-
: e
¢¢ fclves to h forfeited, by the fubjuga-

= i~ 1 - i i - 2 y
tion of thole, whom they found to be
£2 Ihe f.}!‘v{t.:_ih of tht. divine benevolence and

€€ o

attention u‘iau.ﬂ!y with themfelves.

I'hefe confiderations, which had thus

" Mt .11 il Sits [ BYEmgl ot B, e .
their firft origin in  Cbriflian /'y, began to
L 4 nroduce
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40 ON THE SLAVERY AND CoMMERCE

produce their effefts, as the different nati-
i) ons were converted ; and procured that gene-
ral liberty at laft, which, at the clofe of
the twelfth century, was confpicuous in the
weft of Europe. What a glorious and im-
portant change ! T'hofe, who would have had
otherwife no hopes, but that their miferies
would be terminated by death, were then
freed from their fervile condition; thofe,
who, by the laws of war, would haye
19! had otherwife an immediate prof{pe& of fer-
' vitude from the hands of their imperious
conquerors, were then exchanged ; a cuftom,
which has happily defcended to the prefent
day. Thus, ““a numerous clafs of men,
¢« who formerly had no political exiftence,
“ and were employed merely as inftruments
¢ of labour, became ufeful citizens, and
¢¢ contributed towards augmenting the force
¢ or riches of the fociety, which adopted
¢¢ them as members;” and thus did the
greater part of the Europeans, by their
condu& on this occafion, aflfert not onl
liberty for themfelves, but for their fellow-

creatures alfo,

Caar.
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Catieae—P - VIII.

But if men therefore, at a time when un-
der the influence of religion they exerci-
{ed their ferious thoughts, abelifhed flavery,
how impious muft they appear, who revi-
ved it ; and what arguments will not prefent
themfelves againft their conduét ! ¥ The Por-
tugueze, within two centuries after its {up-
preflion in Europe, in imitation of thofe
piracies, which we have fhewn to have
exifted in the wuncrvilized ages of the
world, made their defcents on Africa; and
committing depredations on the coaft, T

;.ri.' 7 } f ..:,'

* The following fhort hiftory of the African fervitude, is
taken from Aftley’s Colleétion of Voyages, and from the uni-
ted teftimonies of Smyth, Adanfon, Bofman, Moore, and
others, whao were agents to the different factories eftablithed

| I in i L : E"I "\1

eir h ! tarn. i
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t r own coun ] n the anfortanate g

! We would not wifh"to be underftood, that {lavery was
UnK; 1 1n Cd tor LitC ‘,"'- £l EXp 1 15 0Of lC
Portupuefe, a ppears from the Geog ¥, that
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P
-’

firff carried the wretched inhabitants into

flavery.
This practice, however trifling and par-

tial it might appear at firft, foon became

Casiap Rt 0 sra] - A-mhs eI nce
erious and general. A melancholy initance
of the n:!cjzls';wii'\-' of human nature: as it
thews, that neither the laws nor religion of

any country, however excellent the forms

of each, are fufficient to bind the confcien-
ces of fome ; but that there are always men,
of every age, country, and perfuafion, who
are ready to facrifice their deareft principles
at the fhrine of gain. Our own anceftors,
together with the Spaniards, French, and
moft of the maritime powers of Europe,
foon followed the piratical example ; and
thus did the Europeans, to their eternal
infamy, renew a cuftom, which their own
anceftors had fo lately exploded, from a

confeientioufnefs of its impiety,

P"-"-'-"'J.'-"f.'-";' were the firft of the Eurapeans, who made their pis
tical expeditions, and fhewed the way to that fawery, which
now makes fo difgracefyl a figure in the weftern colonies of
the Europeans. In the term ¢ Europeans,’® wherever it {}

occur in the remaining part of this firlt differta
the Port: and 25 , who followed their
ample,

- PR L HPT i e A P IT Sl e | s
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The unfortunate Africans, terrified . at
thefe repeated depredations, fled in confufion
from the coaft, and fought, in the interiour
parts of the country, a retreat from the per-
{ecution of their invaders. — But, alas, they
were miferably difappointed ! There are few
retreats, that can efcape the penetrating eye

avarice. 1he Europeans {till purfued

(@)
=t

. thev entered their rivers: Chlcaem
'L!‘,-;I‘.]; LIACY CnLerca tneir rivers ; 14licd lll]

into the heart of the country ; furprized the
unfortunate Africans again; and carried
them into flavery.

uct, though fuccefsful at
firft, defeated afterwards its own ends. It
created a more general alarm, and pointed
out, at the fame inftant, the beft method of

fecurity from future depredations. The

1 = o™y | A ek |- 1 g
banks of the rivers were ac -Lf.;.dm;-‘]‘.-' defert-

N 1 1 ra
L'LI., das L]lu COAILS l‘i.'u! been I"L'i(_!i'u;; ;;]lt] 1]'111,-;

rofpect of their prey.
In this fituation however, expedients were
not wanting. They now formed to them-

{elves the refolution of 1L-t‘155115 in the coun-
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try; of fecuring themiclves by fortified
pofts; of changing their fyftem of force
into that of pi'-:_'l'c:'.t'l'.:.! liberality ; and of

opening, by every {pecies of :'fiilnr‘-,‘ and
corruption, a communication with the na-
tives. Thefe plans were put into mme-
'he. Eur

o e i it T P R L2 . et i
diate execution, 1 Opedns erected
1d

their * forts; landed their mutlmuuuu ;

and endcavoured, by a _P’;‘;’.c{::‘! ble deportment,

by prefents, and by every appearance of miu-
} 2 # | .[

nificence, to {educe t;:c attachment and con-

fidence of the Africans. Thefe fchemes

had the defired effect. 'The gaudy trappings

S e e d - A g B ] ¢l e £

of European art, not only caught their at-
- L R e 1 1. . A

tention, but excited their curiofity: they

dazzled the eyes and bewitched the fenfes,

not only of thofe, to whom they were given,
but of thofe, to whom they were thewn.
Thus followed a {peedy intercourfe with each
other, and a confidence, highly favourable
to the views of avarice or ambition.

It was now time for the Europeans to
i

embrace the opportunity which this inter-

P » . sy
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courfe had thus afforded them, of carrying
their {chemes into execution, and of fixing
them on fuch a permanent foundation, as
fhould fecure them future fuccefs. They
had already difcovered, in the different in-
terviews obtained, the chiefs of the African
tribes. They paid their court thercfore to
thefe, and fo compleatly intoxicated their
fenfes with the luxuries, which they brought
fI‘UlIl 110111&3, as to be able to {educe thcn]_
to their defigns. A treaty of peace and
commerce was immediately concluded : it
was agreed, that the kings, on their part,
{hould, from this period, fentence prifoners
of war and convitls to European fervitude ;
and that the Europeans fhould fupply
them, in return, with the luxuries of the
north. This agreement immediately took
place ; and thus begun that commerce, which
makes fo confiderable a figure at the prefent
day.

But happy had the Africans been, if thofe

only, who had been jultly convicted of

crimes, or taken in a juft war, had been
{fentenced to the feverities of fervitude!
How many of thofe mileries, which after-

war I.j g
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26 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

wards attended them, had been never known ;

and how would their hiftory have faved thofe
{ighs and emotions of pity, which muft now

ever accompany its perufal. The Euro-
peans, on the eftablifhment of their weftern
colonies, required a greater number of flaves
than a flri¢t adherence to the treaty could
produce. The princes therefore had only
the choice of relinquithing the commeree,
or of confenting to become unjuft. They
had long experienced the emoluments of the
trade; they had acquired a tafte for the
luxuries it'afforded ; and they now beheld
an opportunity of gratifying it, but in a
more extenfive manner. Awvarice therefore,
which was too powerful for juffice on this
occafion, immediately turned the fcale: not
only thofe, who were fairly conviéted of of-
fences, were now fentenced to fervitude, but
cven thofe who were fifpected. New crimes
were invented, that new punifthments might
fucceed. Thus was every appearance {oon
conftrued into reality ; every fhadow into
a {ubftance ;: and often virtue into a crime.
Such alfo was the cafe with refpect to
prifoners of war. Not only thofe were now
delivered

ey et - W r————
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delivered into flavery, who were taken in a
ftate of publick enmity and injuftice; but
thofe alfo, who, confcious of no injury
whatever, were taken in the arditrary ikir-
mifthes of thefe venal fovereigns. War was
now made, not as formerly, from the mo-
tives of retaliation and defence, but for the
{ake of obtaining prifoners alone, and the
advantages refulting from their fale.  If a

thip from Europe came but into fight, it was
now confidered as a fufficient motive for a
war, and as a fignal only for an inftantaneous
commencement of hoftilities,

But if the African kings could be capable
of fuch injuftice, what vices are there, that
their confciences would reftrain, or what
enormitics, that we might not expeét to be
committed ? When men once confent to be
unjuft, they lofe, at the fame inftant with

their virtue, a confiderable portion of that

] vhich, till

4

ey heat A
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found a fuccefsful protector again{t the fal-
lies of vice, From that awful period, al-
moft every expe&ation is forlorn: the heart
15 left unguarded : its great proteCtor is no
more ; the wices therefore, which fo long

encompafied

TR 7 o, _ o~ — - - -
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48 ON THE SLAVERY AND CoMMERCE

encompafied it in vain, obtain an eafy vic-
tory : in crouds they pour into the defence-
lefs avenues, and take pofieflion of the foul:
there is nothing now too vile for them to
meditate, too impious to perform. Such
was the fituation of the defpotick fovercigns
of Africa. They had once ventured to pafs
the bounds of virtue, and they foon pro-
ceeded to enormity. This was particularly
confpicuous in that general condu&, which
they uniformly obferved, after any unfuccef=
ful confli&. Infiuenced only by the venal
motives of European traffick, they firft made
war upon the neighbouring tribes, contrary
to every principle of juftice; and if, by the
flight of the enemy, or by other contin-
gencics, they were difappointed of their
prey, they made no hefitation of immedi-
ately turning their arms againft their own
fubjects.  The firft villages they came to,
were always marked on this occafion, as
the firft objeéts of their avarice. They were
immediately f{urrounded, were afterwards
fet on fire, and the wretched inhabitants
feized, as they were efcaping from the
flames. Thefe, confifting of whole fami-

lies,
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lies, fathers, brothers, hufbands, wives, and
children, were anftantly driven in chains to
the merchants, and configned to lavery.

To thefe calamities, which thus arofe from
the tyranny of the kings, we may now f{ub-
join thofe, which arofe from the avarice of

private perfons. Many were I«;id:mppcd by

' P e T Y e e = S S
t}’tf,‘h own countrymen, wilo, €nc '..'l_t':;".l’,__'f\‘\.‘k_l h}’
the merchant lLurope, pi uily lay in

. - 1 1 f 1 1 1 - 1
walt Ior them, and iola them alterwards f
{1l ] . B § el
LHAVES 2 W LN¢ caImen I T dqAirerent

1 S
T] 1Ds, y CVLCLY ) L-\!- L [ Chnticeca
1 i ' 3 ] 5 | a
ithers on board, and tranfported them to
ik - F |
e Ay St o e o e
L¢e repgions Oor lervituae,

As thefe praltices are in full force at the

prelent L{M‘, it appears that there are four

i

orders of mmvoluntary {laves on the African
continent; of * convifts; of ‘,f ners of
war ; of thofe, who are publickly feized by
virtue of the guzbority of their prince ; and
. | | 'l- TE : 1 1 o

- 1 hey had ] e b 1I'=
u L 14\ i | :\!; l ) I :;':
th we inc] hem in the s b e, ~as
Virt 1t iftrued into crin enal
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of thefe, who are privately Zidnapped by in-
dividuals.

It remains only to obferve on this head,
that in the fale and purchafe of thefe the

I
i

African commerce or Slave Trade confiils ;
that they are delivered to the merchants of
Europe in exchange for their various com-
modities ; that thefe tranfport them to
their colonies in the weft, where their flavery
takes place; and that a fifth order arifes
tflui“c) t'f.fl}‘;}‘-'.;'i".id of all fuch as are born to

the native Africans, after their tran{porta-

- 1
tion and {lavery have commenced.
o
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‘1}_.;\.'}}1-'[ Enus L,-.l?]_:n&ul 45 much ofr the
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fOr tIC E" cution or our dciign, we 11-.&.&.1&
e : |- 1 V1T A -"I'j[ i]!-_- 3 ]\“-[_- 4-} A f )
have cloled our accoun 11€rc, bu LAt <

work, joft publifhed, has furnifhed us with

a fingular anecdote of the colonifts of a
neighbouring nation, which we cannot but
The learned #* author, having de-

ks

I'L‘L:i’L‘.

= Andre Sp 1 M. D. '..':‘i:J.L-:_'f:;_'I' of Phyfick at Stock-
holm, fellow of the Royal Academy of Sciences in Sweden,
i e&tor of its cabinet of matural hiftory, whofe vo ¢
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fcribed the method which the Dutch colo-
nifts at the Cape make ufe of to take the
Hottentots and enflave them, takes occafion,
in many fubfequent parts of the work, to
mention the dreadful effelts of the practice
of flavery; which, as he juftly remarks,
‘¢ Jeads to all manner of mifdemeanours and
‘¢ wickednefs. Pregnant women,” fays he,

and children in their tendereft vears, were

. - e | * 1 i

““ not at this time, neither indeed are they
““ever, exempt from the effets of the hatred
¢ and i'[-i: it of venegeance conftantly harbour-

ed by the colonifts, with Ar'i;J}*-_-C.'t to the

i L2 P e S o g G iy
-+ Bothies-man nation; excepting juch in-
]

£¢ / y

R & e
aeceq as gre mar r".{..l! oul Io Zu:’ car’ sL’(f au'{?;ly

¢ _' o ) . | 1)
Lo o0Rda ffr.’ -
(s

Does a colonift at any time get fight

S o
< id e | Py s U St =
of a Bofhies-man, he takes fire im-
b | ) [ egn R e g T s B, E .
‘¢ mediately, and {pirits up his horfe and
o r A i
' 4 e e A e . . Eeald ™y - :
dogs, in order to hunt him with more
< ] ] {

draour and rury tan Ne wouild a \';'t,ifl]_’

¢“ or any other wild beaft? On an open
'-L-l.a'.n. a few colonifts on horfeback are
““ always {ure to eet the better of the
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On THE SLAVERY AND CoOMMERCH

oreateft number of Bofhies-men that can
be brought together; as the former always

keep at the diftance of about an hun-
dred, or an hundred and fifty paces (juit
|

a i~ = . &\ 1 = e
as they find it convenient) and charging
- - s :
their heavy fire-arms with a very large

kind of fhaot, jump off their horfes, and
reft their pieces in their ufual manner on
their ramrods, in order that they may
fhoot with the greater certainty ; {o that
the balls difcharged by them will {fome-

times, as I have been affured, go through

the bodies of fix, feven, or eight of the
. et o i . e, (beciallv as L R R e
enemy at a e, €lpcCldily as tiCle rdiil
o : | o
> 3 i g pes
know no II_'J"-.'_Z'.|'-..":' than to |'_-'._L[J ClOIC [0~
¢] boos
oether In a4 DoAYy, s————————
A 1 - n = . 1: P -~ ¥ ¥ - n-1 3
And not only 1s Lhe L.Ll.-t.llc; Or tIc
-

Hottentots confidered by them merely

as a party of pleafure, but in cold blood
they deftroy the bands which nature has

knit between their hufbands, and their

23

wives and children, &c.

With what horrour do thefe i,i:':i._[.-:.:':‘ti'i feem
(trike us! What indignation do they feem

raife in our breafts, when we reflect, that

s

a part of the human fpecies are confidered

A L
L e
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L

as game, and that pariies of ,-’*_';‘;-fff':":,?';’ are made

for their deflruétion ! The lion does not im-

brue his claws in blood, unlefs called upon
’ I

by hunger, or provoked by interruption ;

whereas the mercilefs Dutch, more favage

: than the brutes themfelves, not only mur-
]

der their fellow-creatures without any pro-
] vocation or neceflity, but even make a2 di-

™ [ g 1 g g ¥ . g
7 verlion of their fufferines, and eniov their
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AFRICAN CoMMERCE,

/A S we explained the Hiftory of Slavery
LN in the firf} part of this Effay, as
far as it was neceffary for our purpofe, we
(hall now take the queftion into confidera-
tion, which we propofed at ficft as the fub-
jet of our inquiry, viz. how far the com-
merce and {lavery of the human fpecies, as
revived by fome of the nations of Europe

D a In

i
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- - ot e . = W e
in the p;riams of the unfortunate Africans,

and as revived, in a great meafure, on the
p.t'illcipl::.a of antiquity, are confiftent with

the laws of nature, or the common notions

~ ¢ SR D T 0 L. o i

of equity, as eftablifhed among men.

1is queftion refolves itfelf into two fc-
¥

parts for difcuffion, into tbe African
Commerce (ZF [ x! ..?Hmfm .r.-' ﬂ‘ﬂ‘/" I’j ',f u ver 'l/
and zbe fubfequent flavery in the colonies, as

)
7 7 rrl
4L

fﬁ'!ﬂnfuf g1 e i g1 -‘f;' Vv r,-_;' toe CoRrmerce.

1N

;-LJII'_‘A], Ol courie, \\lil be fir{t examined.

e R e A e s e R e . " oy
_lL'E'ii t[liH j‘-illi-\_iai., we f(hall JLEL!lLlllL into the

rife, nature, and defign of oovernment. Such

. . *17 1 A 1 1 el AT, i Ry
an mnquiry wiil pe parficularly ulernl in the
“ 1 | - -
prelent place; 1t will atford us that general
KITOWICUL ZC 8 8 1UDOIrdination iill JJi‘-‘i..IL\:,
22 ¥
which 1s neceflary in the cafe before us, and

711 rfFarinAd ae IR xrere  a {onrees ta whiel
will be round, as it were, a lource, to which

we may frequently refer for many and valu-
able arguments.

It appears that mankind were originally
free, and that they poffefled an equal right
to the foil and produce of the earth. For

Writings ; to the geolden are o1 the
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like other fables of the times,
|

L ) L [ ‘.: 3 "I.‘P‘ l_z :J. IL.‘
)34 iy v Py | .~ ’ + 3 s
had its origin 1n truth ; “and to the inftitu-

tion of the Saturnaliz; and of other {imilar

g | 11 r {

feftivals ; all of which are fo many monu-
nents of this original L".'ll]'.l“[_'f of men.
Hence then there was no rank, no diftinc-
tion, no fuperiour. Every man wandered
where he chofe, changing his refidence; as
a ipot attraéted his fancy, or fuited his

s FL T e e el i
bour, unconnected with any

convenience, uncontrouled by ili-; neigh-
]

T T
!.l'-.'...__ CVC uling \ - & 1Axuli.";.'\r
o e £

1 B [, e il e S . ) B T
1€ coll ad what he chole without injury,

and enjoyed without injury what he had
colleGed. Such was the ficft fituation of

mankind ;* a ftate of h.a‘,'_,.'.u ation and nde=

¥ r.L-I.-

T ] 1 o soflible
2 il IF‘ c1ii0cCl Al 1Ll ”. 1 il 1} LJ]I[ 3 (&

+} - 1 1 ] e
that men id have lon ntinued Ihc
] 1 . q 1 - ] ‘I } I-\-- a -'-. - -
dangers to which they muit have frequently

o ST 2 ] o e -
D Ll 1, DY LNHE attacks ol ferce ,'11}(1

rapacious ].*-'_'4'..-.{:-, Dy the ]‘ln.Ln;i;'.ir.-!‘.- attempts
o |
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of their own fpecies, and by the difputes
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- . p TET e PG, MRS e v T
of contiguous and independent families ;
~ : g By | MY e as P ) ey e g -
tI‘I_L'It:, together with their 1n \DLIILY tO Qeé-
[, o

fend themfelves, on many fuch occafions,

muft have incited them to unite. Hence
then was /ociety formed on the grand prin-
ciples of prefervation and defence: and as
thefe principles began to operate, in the dif-
ferent parts of the earth, where the differ-
ent families had roamed, a great number «

thefe focieties began to be formed and efta=

¢
e o Wi "=l feyper TR O | CRR iy IS . peduin

]}lllil!.'\.u_l ;3 Which, takin * 10 [NCMICIVCES parti=-
cular names I1rom particualar occurrences,

4 (¥ i e Bl el a2 T Ay [ e :
1}-;‘[";‘-_11 Lo l‘ periccaty’ diicinct IfFom one
o o
ther

allOl

1 b [ |
As the 1n« : 8 tl 1€~
ties were col (ed, i ciated only for
+ 1 Y ] Lo il
t]F\].I deicnce, 10 ticy C; i C y alb i.!l“_J
no cl e 1n their condition. They were
HIH independent and iree s they were iu”
: | R o
rithout difcipline or laws : thev had ever
without dil LI}' 1INc or 1aws ; lljtj_. Nnaa every
J
| ST 111 - Ry i e LY et | 1
thing ftill in common ; they purfued the
{ame manner of life; wandering only, 1n
I - as 1. 1
beras, as the cart \ve th 1 OI IC ed them
N o | oy 7
!.I 1 1ilNCC, dlld doOl ) !rJ 4 d rg'i .f.",
1 ] 1 {F s 1
what the jad peen accultomed to do as
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s, of the
4 Lybians and Geetulians, of the I Ttalian

- . I oy s Ll o it
tion of the * Getz and VCYL

Aborigines, and of the || Huns and Alans,
They had left their original ftate of dz/focs

rion, and had ftepped into that, whi

g & -, - I I
been udl - deler Bed Thus was-the { :
pECNn juit acCiCrivca, Us Was the 1ccona
- - - 0 S Mgl s i o 5] o
{ituation of men a itate ol ..-.':.:;n'.'.-'(a':'.-'r,'f /;a-h_-;_-;_';r'
— -
YA & sl ti,..,-,”__.‘,,. s tooe ]
avii Li 1O ICAE LICITTAICIVES '._J_-_:tt }E']‘"
- L -

and having formed themielves into {everal
] Pl BT ! e +} . _— ’
dI'gC ana - aitinct bodics, LICY Ccould not

fail of éa'.l'-jnni'm:.:; ijoon to a more conlide-

rable chanee. Their numbers muft have
¢

pidly increafed, and their focieties, in pro-

cefs of time, have become fo populous, as

frequently to have experienced the want of
(ubfiftence, and many of the commotions

and tumults of inteftine {trife. For thefe

inconvenicnces however there were reme-

dies to be found. Aeariculture would fur-

nith them with that fubliitence and fupport,
i i

whi i arth. fron t] rapid 1nc c

Vil ol Cdl'l T € 1 c Ol

1 - 113 # 1 } 1 13 1 .- 3

| 11l abDiltani ? 1nad i 4 - iil 11 L=
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neoufly to produce. An afignation of pro-
perty would not only enforce an application,
but excite an emulation, to labour; and go=
vernment would at once afford a fecurity to
the acquifitions of the induftrious, and heal
the inteftine diforders of the community, by
the introduction of laws.

Such then were the remedies, that were
oradually applied. The focietres, which had
hitherto feen their members, undiftinguifh-
ed either by authority or rank, admitted
now of magiftratical pre-eminence. They
were divided into tribes ; to every tribe was
allotted a particular diftriét for its {upport,

and to every individual his particular fpot.
# 1 4

Bl |

# The Germans, who confifted of many
and- various nations, were exactly in this
fituation, They had advanced a ftep beyond

the Scythians, Geetulians, and thofe, whom

1 TS ] o e o " Fou 1
we defcribed before 3 and thut: was the third
fituation of mankind a ftate of fibordina:.

.
w4y
)"’.ra il 1 .
v

* Apri pro Numero Cultorum ab univeriis per vicos occi-

pantur, quos mox inter {e {i
]

s ' 1
wcitus, U, 26, de Mor. Germ

"HAP

lecundum dignationem partiuntor.
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As we have thus traced the fituation of
man from unbounded liberty to fubordina-
;i:en,r it will be proper to carry our inqui-
ries farther, and to confider, who firft ob-

tained the pre-eminence in t!u:lc‘,’.'-f';:';-:.-?r-:;.-:f fo-

r, and by what particular methods it
was obtained.
There were only two ways, by which fuch
an event could have been produced, by com-
< o i

i e P Nty p e V.15 TSR T Y - SN
j‘hj:l:l;; At 01 ,;-_,','_.-'lr 128 e VvV IIECHD mMmanking 1[‘1t L‘l"".r

the neceflity of government, it ‘is probable
that many had conceived the defire of ruling.
To be placed in a-new fituation, to betaken

from the common herd, to be the firft, dif~

- . M ; 2 e Ty : . -
tinguithed among men, were thoughts, that

muft have had their charms. Let us fup-

~ 1 & A=l i gl IV Iy T
';LlUiLL‘ then, ‘Li]:‘;:. thele trlr"l_lj_'_}.l.:" had worked
{o unufually on the paffions of any particu-

lar individual, as to have driven him to the

extravagant defign of obtaining the pre-

eminence by force. How could his defign

have been :':L<-r';1111'.a]if|1:;r'iF How could he

forcibly have :I.iiii'i'--'-ﬂ the jurni{di&ion 4t

Lil]
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time, when, all being equally free, there

L®

vas not a fingle perfon, whofe affiftance he
could commnnd? Add to ' =
{tate of ur i erfal liberty, force had been
u.plhi by force, and the attempt had been
fatal to f..:w—_- ufurper,

As empire then could never have been
cained at firft by compulfion, f{o it could
only have been obtained by confens; and as
men were then going to make an imp
tant facrifice, for the fake of their murual
happinefs, fo he alone could have obtained
it, (not whofe ambition had greatly diftin=

-rmihui him from the reft) but in whofe

f_;,',-‘f_-_r:.f-_?, :»s"’ Cy 2 LACHC y ANA “VUIrti: ’ the
r' - £

1 1 . g Pl : 1 - =
whole community couid coninaqece

To confirm this reafoning, we fhall
peal, as before, to facts; and fhall confult
therefore the hiftory of thofe nations, which
having juft left their former ftate of 7ndepen
dent fociety, were the very people that ef 1'_-.
blithed fubordination and government.

The commentaries of Cefar afford us the

following accounts r-i‘ the ancient Gauls.

1 B = el wpera T L - N | =) 1
When any of their kings, either by death,
or depofition, made a vacancy in the regal
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oftice, the whole nation was immediately

- 5t

convened for the appointment of a {uccefior.

In thefe national conventions were the TL_; 1

S il
OITICES L‘():l.';‘i'lL‘J. Every 1in idividual ad a

voice on the occafion, and every ilhlu idual

i F 1|_ p- .... ] -~? * "' * Y Ty -1
Wids 1ICE, £ 116 pPCrion U }"-.ﬁl’ll whom the 7enec=-
4 4 -
= v ot - 1 vt
ral approbation ;l't‘afni_ delnSdom '” Wids LHNMMnec=-
e ol L
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diately advancea to ;--.a.--:‘:nr.n;.lu. 1n-—ine
T v+ ~ 1T
He 18 1 i One, 101€ u}{ 1
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had made him eminent ; whofe conduét had

oained him previous app

1 19 1 1 1
our the Vvery atie 1y, that clected  hm
¢ o
1 1 1 1.1 1
] y 3
nad themicive 1Ll 1 (he neid ; whot
.~ 1 . 7 ’
TN nce. wildom and iuitice hasyrimno ran
;Ii LI, vy 1lLlUULl alil RS R ey ALV 1llL L

dered him f{ignally {erviceable, had endeared
him to his tribe. For this reafon, their

kingdoms were not hereditary; the fon did

-~

1 - 1 %P bt ¥ i 1 .
not always inherit the virtues of the fire;
] ] ) i ed has .
anNd they WwWere daerermineda tnat hnhe ;.1&.‘-[‘;\:

3 e b B I i) S e = =5 TR L0 :
!:‘mell]L{ poiletis authority, in whoie wvirtues

L".\\ ( \l}k]. 1 yOT ¥ | L” 0
- o I | 1 - 'y | e = el s e s
{fenfible were they of tne important facri-
fice thev had - e R S ey :
hice they had made ; o extremely eatous

even r..:i" the name of h:[_;.wn’" and power,
that they limited, by a variety of laws, the

r:nt‘.'st:r'if_"f of the ‘very perfon, whom they
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had juft elected, from a confidence of his in-

tegrity ; Ambiorix himielf confefling, ¢ that

s 1.3 ot -\‘ 5 !-‘ -|L 3 Yy 1Y et vr - =
115 peopic I1da ds MMucily pOWCr OovVer fiim,
i - 1 b

‘¢ a5 he could have -over -his peo=

fople:™

" P P o .
TI]{: Iame Cuitom, as appears irom I;u_f-
“i ia - :
t{{g, prevauea allo among tne '(.'_E"_'.";.}_l]w._

They had their national councils, like the
Gauls ; in which the regal and ducal offices
were confirmed according to the majority of
VOICES. The}-’ eleCted alfo, on thefe occa-
fions, thofe only, whom their virtue, by

repeated trial, had unequivocally diftinguifh-

. ] 1 12 - ) -
{4 A harr 11m & .1 . -
;!‘- :l . l"1 I—":'.-- ' !1E51]'_';.r.- :.Ii\_-l[ ;1]\3."

ed from the re
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power of infiicting imprilonment or {tripes
i - | i S

nor of exercifing any penal jurifdiéion.

Rtk A e T:ET T ey arolddn ey » 2
but as puniiament was neceyary in a itate
of civil fociety, ¢ it was permitted to th:

¢¢ prieils alone, that it might appear to have
‘“ been infli¢ted, by the order of the gods,
‘“ and not by any fuperiour authority in
‘N oaman |
The accounts which we have thus oiven
of the ancient Germans and Gauls, will be

!’l N . ; |" 1 1 = F - ' -
tound allo to be equally true of thofe peo-
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ple, which had arrived at the fame {tate of
fubordinate fociety. We might appeal, for
a teftimony of this, to the hiftory of the
Goths; to the hiftory of the Franks and
Saxons ; to the hiftory, in fhort, of all
thofe nations, from which the different
governments, now confpicuous in Europe,

have LtJEkiL'Jll:‘.].Jl_'\,' i"|«mn;-;. And we might

ippeal, as a farther proof, to the Americans,
who are h.p:-.,h.ntui b_x,' many of the mo-
derns, from their own ocular teftimony, as

1 +1 . = e . el [
O ['I\_l\l 1I’ LilC JLHI'\_' cultoms at []1L,. l"[i-..'l":lzi.

L].';*.}'.

[t remains only to obferve, that as thefe
cuftoms prevailed among the different na-
tions defcribed, in their early ftate of fub-
ordinate fociety, and as they were more-
over the cuftoms of their refpetive ancef-
tors, it appears that they muft have been
handed (h.-‘-,'.'il, both by tradition and ufe,
from the firft introduction of govermment.

Gl A B o,

We may now dc-dncc thofe general max-
IMS concerning fubordination, and lberty,

}: which
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conneted with the fubjel
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rom iprcul:l‘.u:] only,
lufion to facts, have |

deny.
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caufe all men were origit
It appears fecondly, that

¥eontralt; becaufe, in thefe

government
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dinate focieties, we have feen it voluntarily

conferred on the one hand, and accepted on

the other, W

¢

have feen it {ubje& to vari-
&ions. We have feen its articles
then only be written by tra-

3

dition and ufe, as perfe®t and binding as
- [en ]
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It appears, thirdly, that the grand object
of the contraét, is the .-f‘..-‘j.-‘*,-".-"f.-'.-',".C' of the peo-
ple; becaufe they gave the {upremacy to
him alone, who had been confpicuous for

the fplendour of his abilities, or the in-

1'(.':._;1'{?:-.' of his life: that the power of the
multitude being directed by the wifdom and
juftice of the prince, they might experiencc
the moft effeGual proteGtion from injury,
the higheft advantages of f{ociety, the great-

eit i'.-‘(_]l'!l | I'J le £ :r:;!'lle"l.:," i/ -.I .J.

e i) ety IV.
Havine now colle€ted the materials that
profecution of our de-

are necelary ior tne pl

(hall immediately enter upon the

difcuilion.

If any man had originally been endued
with power, as with- other faculties, fo
that the reft of mankind had difcovered in
themfelves an /mznate neceffity of obeying thi:
particular perfon ; it is evident that he and

his defcendants, from the {uperiority of their
nature, would have had a claim upon men
for t;i)g'-.iic]lt'?c, and a natural 1'iL_;!lt to com-
mand : but as the right to empire is ad-

) .'F--‘l;—-‘-g.vr-. "1 - ] T AT ~‘|.,.- ’ --”\ -
wentitious ; as all were originally free;
naturc




nature made every man’s body and mind Jis
ewn ; it is evident that no juft man can be
configned to flavery, without his own confént.

Neither can men, by the fame principles,
be confidered as lands, goods, or houfes,
among poffefions. 1t -is neceflary that all
property thould be inferiour to its poffeffor.
But how does the flave differ from his
mafler, but by chance 2 For though the mark,
with which the latter is pleafed to brand
him, thews, at the firft fight, the differ-
ence of their forzune; what mark can be

i

found in his »ature, that can warrant a dif=

o

tinction :

To this confideration we fhall add the
following, that if men can juftly become
the property of each other, their children,
like the offspring of cattle, muft inherit their

paternal lot. Now, as the actions of the

father and the child muft be thus at the
- . . C 1 . 1 . .
lole difpofal of their common mafter, it is
R that the athases W e - .

¢vident, that the guroorily oI the onc, as a

parent, and the duty of the other, as a child,

muft be inftantly annihilated; rights and

obligations, which, as they are founded in

nature, are implanted in our feelings, and
wt

%

-
E 2 ar
-
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FALS
)

are eftablithed by the voice of God; muft
contain in their annihilation a folid argu-

ment to prove, that there cannot be any
1 7 f 5 ey

property whatever in the duman fpecies.

1

We may confider alfo, as a farther con-

firmation, that it is impofiible, in the nature

7

— - gov gy - F J i
of thines, that liberty can be bought or fold!

f 7

1 v_J I 7 ) v ]
It 1s neither Jaleable, nor purchajabie, For

if any one man can have an abfolute property

in the liberty of another, or, in other words,
if he, 'who is called a mafler, can have a Juf?
right to command the altions of him, who s
called a flave, it is evident that the latter can-
not be accountable for thofe crimes, which

the former may order him to commit. Now

] -

cannot yu/lly exilt, and that human liberty,
C i S e 1 . | g e el A = -
of courfe, is beyond the poffibility either of

fale or purchafe. Add to this, that, whenever
you fell the liberty of a man, you have the

power only of alluding to the /dody: the
mind cannot be confined or bound : 1t will
be free, though its manfion be befet with
chains. ~ But if, in every fale of the buman
fpecies, you -are under the neceflity of con-
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p s . 1 A 1 . |
fidering your flave in this abftracted light;
L o L

r.f-‘ -1}IF
L |

A ted L &

iding only to the body, and of mak-

-
o
-
4
P
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ing no allufion to the mind; you are und
the neceflity alfo of treating him, in the
{ame moment, as a drute, and of abufing
therefore that nature, which cannot other-

wife be confidered, than in the double ca-

+ el « N
pacity of Jon/ and o
T : | . 11
I s will make an
] - v = i ‘| [ - -
obDjection to oneE or the iformer arcuments.

*

&5 .[.' ]WIL.”} 1irom ll!'- ,l"l.!};':," .".'_"-'-,\- Uil LIICIT Nd-
€ ture, cannot be confidered, like lands,

¢ goods, or houles, among pofiefiions, fo

4 - .—.. - ---‘. : - 1 -' a 1 >
¢ neither can cattle: for beine endued with

1
¥
|

“ hife, motion, dand fenfibility, they are
o o

‘“ evidently fuperiour tothefe” But this
objection will receive its an{wer from thofe
obfervations which have been already made;
and will difcover the true reafon, why cattlas
are jultly to be eltimated as property. For
firft, the right to empire over brutes, is #a-
tural, and not adventitious, like the richt to

empire over men. There are, fecondly, many
o ; = - R - - W A £ 5 g
and evident ligns of the nferiority of their
1 . 1 * .
nature; and thirdly, theirliberty can be bought

and fold, becaufe, being void of reafon, they

o
Pl
—
{
-
P
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annot be acecountable fo
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We might ftop here for a cdnfiderable
time, and deduce many valuable leflons from
the remarks that have been made, but that

fuch a circumftance migl

1t be confidered as
adigreffion. There is one, however, which,
as it is fo intimately connefted with the
{fubje®, we cannot but deduce. We are
taught to treat men in a different manner
from brutes, becaufe they are {fo manifeitly
{uperiour in their nature ; we are taught to
treat brutes 1in a different manner from
ftones, for the fame reafon; and. thus, by
giving to every created thing its due refpect,
to an{wer the views of Providence, which

4

did not create a variety of natures without

2 purpole Oor aciien.
. i -
1

But if thefe things are {fo, how evidently
againit reafon, nature, and every thing human
s . { 1 (a8 = "
and divine, muft they act, who not only force
men into favery, againft their own confént,
but treat them altogether as édruzes, and

make the natural liberty of man an article

1
{
i

of publick commerce ! and by ‘what argu-
ments can they poflibly defend that com-

y D LR | s .
merce, which cannot be carried on, in any

fingle inftance, without a flagrant violation

o

of the laws of nature and of Geod ?

CHAP.




1
'That we may the more accurately exa

o

mine the arguments that are advanced on this

occafion, it will be proper to divide the

commerce into two p':-.rt;-i % J‘-'ll‘if]:, as 1t relates

1 J- -‘. '-..l-." P 1 ] ‘_ alay :1 r o w . - r -

to thoie wino / and l_Lml-_-I'}, as it relates
f P

x 1 ety o the Iz 993 13 v e
TO IF] L) I_"\_' YWIl0O IMEN CESE, L .I Ll M .‘.—J’: f‘z\.f.rl’- .'i.,!-.
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into flavery. To the tormer part of which,

having given every previous and necefiary

L - - L '
bt T e S 3 It thes hi{FArw -.J:l (o .[' i 3 YEF
_!|1{(.‘|.]1.LI1UH 1Rt NItory o1 1ervitud Cs WC
{hall immediately proceed.

- . . { N 1 1 - -
T e . . 1 e fa{% bvr riv A - - -y iy
l.et us inquire hrit, by what particulas

I_'ig}ll; the liberties of the harmlefs people are
invaded by the prince. ¢ By the righs of
¢ empire, - 1t will be an{wered ; ‘¢ becauife
¢¢ he poflefles dominion a 1d power by their

¢ own approbation and confent.” But {fub-

TEmige 1 1 1 A

£ 17 d e (R AT T A 1 e - i
]l.,'l_l_'-, l]!\.iu__h unaer tne aominion, are not
i L.
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the properiy, OL LWIC PLlCe, 1 1ICY Cannot
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11'¢ DOLLN tilC 14Ime 5 HUCY dIC pbotihh born 1n
he fame manner ; are fubject to the f{ame
L . 5 ] ne
t el ] +f the e i ' B
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[ 4 cure; are L-qn:-.!l;.-‘ partakers of the
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conient and approbation of his i . he
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potletics it only Tor the mOit Jjalufary ends.
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the form of his covernment: he cannot, how-=

ever, alter its nature and end. — Thefe will be
immutably the fame, though the whole f{y
tem of 1ts adminiftration fhould be changed;
he will be ftill bound to defend the lives

Sial
el il

and properties of his fubje&s, and to make

them Jappy.

Does he defend thofe therefore, whom h
invades at difcretion with the ' Does
he prote¢t the property of thofe, whofe
houfes and effeéts he configns at difcretion

to the flames ? Does he make thofe happy,
whom he feizes, as they are trying to efcape
the general devaftation, and compels with
their wives and families to a wretched ferv/-

i

tude? He a&s {urely, as if the ufe of

e |

cmpirée coniited 1n violence and [:-i"!],\._r'g{,-.

ion ; as if he, that was moft exalted,
ht i ~ 1 } inT
ought, of neceflity, to be moit unjuft. Here
tNEN the vYo1Ce 01 PUre dllQ JUJLICE 15 dPFdlllil
LAl Il L1l LU UL S G ]L ",HL ) 5 !]'
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him., He breaks that law of nature, which
hat no juft man fhall be given
- “
¢ into flavery, againft his own confens > he
violates the firft law of juflice, as eftablithed
=, % +1 X - o 3 1 ]
among men, ‘¢ that no perfon thall do harm
4 1 s 5 Py " AT e 1 E S e
*¢ to another without a previous and ifufici-
¢ ent provocatisn;’ and he violates alfo the
(acred condition of empire, made with his
mnceftors, and necefifarily underftood in every
- . - = - 1 : 1 : ‘.-
(pecies of government, that, the power of
44 4} x 1Y ]'- 1 ,-1-- ["-- 95 :".':"--'1 1 t,'1 xred
the mulfitude bDeinge given up to tioe wii-
¢ dom and juftice of the prince, they may
¢¢ experience, in return, the mo

e Lid

¢ protection from injury, the highe

¢ yantages of fociety; the greate
wk 1474 ;- o
happinefs.

e - - 5 Mo e
But if kings then, to whom their own
people have granted dominion and power,

] by s tha Tikseeria ' 1 s
arc tT]!l"-_l‘r}Lf to invade the liberties of theilr

1 il
hn

armiels fubjects, without the highelt wjuf-
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tims ever 1'tﬁfrncd to them the leaft portirﬁ-:;
ylead th
antiquity of the cuftom : in vain 1’\111 th

(=1

of their /liberty ¢ In vain will they

o

("J

-—--

bonourable li" it, in which ,'i ‘acy Was con-

i

fidered in the ages of bart

yarif ":1, afford them
an excufe., Impilous and abandoned men!
ye invade the liberties of thofe, who, (with

refpect to your impious felves) are in a ftate
. R B
of nature, in a f{tate of original difociation,

perfectly independent, perfectly free.

It appears then, that the two orders of

flaves, which have been mentioned in the
hiftory of the African fervitude, ¢ of thofe
¢¢ who are publickly feized by virtue of the

¢¢ quthority of their prince; and of thofe,

ly kidnapped by 1indivi-

““ who are private (
¢¢ duals,” are collected by means of violence
and Luprm-iin-u; by means, repugnant to

witure, the principles of government, and the
common notions of egusty, as eftablifhed

among men,
SESS & P SO et )

y 1.° 1 .
We come now to the third order of -

7 i Y ¥ I i
voluntary flaves, ¢ to conviéts,’ [he only

drgument

¥
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argument that the fellers advance here, is
this, ¢ that they have been found guilty of
¢« offences, and that the punifhment is juft.”
But before the equity of the fentence can
be allowed, two queftions muft be decided,
whether the punithment is proportioned to
the offence, and what 1is its particular ebjef?

-

and end :

f [

T'o decide the firft, we may previoufly
obferve, that the African fervitude compre-
5 .y ! 7 ....... - r. Y 7 7 e
hends danifbment, a deprivation of lLoerty
d ’ y 4

and many corporal {ufferings.

On banifbinent, the following obfervations
will fuffice. Mankind have their Zeal at-
tachments. They have a particular regard
for the fpot, in which they were born and
nurtured. Here it was, that they firft drew
their infant-breath : here, that they were
cherithed and fupported: here, that they
}‘.1[_’;‘;1{ thofe {cenes of childhood, which, free
i'.l'“._.'ll‘l Ceal'C ;'i';'EL:E ;'.:';_\5;.’5'_‘\', arc ‘L}]i_: il:*;u:_ 1N
the life of man; {cenes, which accompany
them through life ; which throw themfelves
frequently into their thoughts, and produce
the moft agreeable fenfations. Thefe then
are weighty confiderations ; and how great

this
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this regard is, may be evidenced fi'u:m oui

own feelings; from

who, when remote from their country, ?nd
in-“the hour of danger and diftrefs, have

found their thoughts unufually direed, by
fome impulfe or other, to th-.:-il' native fpot ;
“and from the ex: ample of others, who, hav=
ing braved the ftorms and adverfities of Shtfe,
cither repair to it for the remainder of their
days, or defire even to be conveyed to it,
when exiftence is no more.

But feparately from thefe their %&ca/, they

3 o A attart N AT A + :
hﬂ.'\.C- allo []th *f f ,'f:-'-'-..f; attachments - Lh._'ll'
ke - B ol o . - 1 .
regard for particular men. ‘There are

" r 1 ] +H aeas ae +1 ~ e B
fi1es ol lﬂll_\"-,.--'.;: there are ties ol iriendihip;

S Rl E ot e e S e, P o
in the Tormer c ic, LICY IMuit oi IEL'CCLHI}:’

be attached : the conititution of their na-

ture demands it. In the latter, it is 1m=

el |

poflible to be otherwife; i fri

nce- friendfhip
is founded on an harmony of temper, on a
concordance of fentiments and ~ manners,
on habits of confidence, and a mutual ex-
change of favours.

We may now mention, as perfectly dif-
tin€t both from their lecal and perfonal, the
national attachments of mankind, their
:

Téo al’ 1
A \.D SRS
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fepard Tor ‘the whoic bdody Of the ])CUYL]C,
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among whom i!‘i..)"' were born and educa-
ted. This oard is particularly confpi=

: ] _ ]
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cuous n theconduct of {fuch, ds5, DCINZ LIIUS
o b

natiorairy COnnecLe: PCHAE M) JOICIEZ1) PAris.
e | = ~ e i 1 =

How anxioufly do they meet together! how

e oI
S ] ~ T3 lhe {7oht C 1 T A
much do ti enjoy the light of others of
- - v —

1 E 1 1=

their count whom fortune places in
i
th 3 ! VI14L a1 C Cl 5 40 CTACY '.\:'-.—\-
& g ; e £ 15 e Y i z al. -

to ferve them, though not born on the {fame

particular {pot, though not .connetted by

mednmrrimvityr Ar friendfhin thotroh 1y nlrn Ao
coniansguinity or Il CIHALIp,tilougn UNEKENOWNR
10 them . belore ! INelther 18 -this -“afrecrion
resty il = l-"‘- ~ i"' 24 e ey rag 'y 1-!
wondaeriui, unce tney arc Creatures ori..tne
b A va b1y o+ ATA TYT sl AL £
5_-1‘:‘:{_’ L{lllL-lJ\-tlUi} 3 L_Jr Ll.‘.\: ll\l..llL E:] jr!LLJ_{_]!'\.-::; (:r}

v O | . o) -
the fame manners and habits; caft;, as it

- 1 . 173 . 1 .
were, 10 the 1ame mould ;. and ms E'I-';.'L.‘U. \’»"."l'h

fame imprefiion.

f men therefore are thus {eparately ate

F i D Y the {everal ol } Lo “1 ] .
tdCIICA TO tI1C 1CVETH Dl 1€ 1DEQ, 1L 1S
& i - i LIPS |
evident tnat a ieparat (Clunion Irom €eitneéer

i

muft afford them confiderable pain. What
then muft be their fufferings, to be forced

for ever from their country, which includes
1 - > * . " " "
them all ¢ Which contains the /pof, 1n which

they were born and nurtured ; which con-
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tains their relations and friends ; which con-
tains the whole body of the pesple, among
whom they were bred and educated. In
thefe fufferings, which arife to men, both

1

in bidding, and in having bid, adieu to all

.
4

{ | e el - oy
that they efteem as dear and valuable, dan:/h=

ACTEE

L=

ment confifts in part; and we may
therefore with the ancients, without adding
other melancholy circumftances to the ac-
count, that it is no inconfiderable punifth-
ment of itfelf.

With refpect to the /ofi of Zberty, which
is the fecond confideration in the punifh-
ment, it is evident that men bear nothing
worfe ; that there is nothing, that they lay
more at heart ; and that they have fhewn,
by many and memorable inftances, that even
death is to be pr{:-fu;‘a‘ud. How many could
be named here, who, having fuffered the
lofs of /iberty, have put a period to their
exiftence! How many, that have willingly
undergone the hazard of their lives to deftroy
a t},r‘r:ln[! How many, that have even 't;'h_h
ried to pu'ifil in the attempt! How many

bloody and puhlid«: wars have been under-

infurrections,
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infurrections, with which hiftory is ftained)
for the canfe of freedom !

But if nothing is dearer than liberty to
men, with which, the barren rock is able
to afford its joys, and without which, the

glorious fun fhines upon them but in vain,

and all the fweets and delicacies of life are
taftelefs and 1,11'!1'|1"i|~},'n_'-;":_; what }nmiihmcnt

9

p 1 + 1 1 i { i
can be more {evere than the lofs of {o oreat

a.blefling ? But if to this deprivation of /-

berty, we add the agonizing pangs of danifh-
—

L

ment ; and if to the complicated ftings of
i [ =

]_n'_‘-t]l) we add the inceflant __;{’r.i“jf?i‘J‘, "L.:':—.':‘:‘.’:.-f:',
and miféries, which are undergone by thofe,
who are fold into this horrid fervifude ; what
crime can we poflibly imagine to be fo enor-
mous, as to be worthy of fo great a punifth-
ment !

How contrary then to reafon, juftice, and

nature, muft thofe a¢t, who apply this, the

fevereft of human punithments, to the moft
infignificant offence ! yet fuchis the cuftom
with the Africans: for, from the time, in
which the Europeans firft intoxicated the
African princes with their foreign draughts,

F no
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no crime has been committed, no fhadow
of a crime devifed, that has not imme-
diately been punithed with Jfervizude.

But for what purpofe is the punifhment
applied ? Is it applied to amend the man-
ners of the criminal, and thus render
a better fubje&t? No, for if you banith him,
he can no longer be a fubject, and you can
no longer t]ltltf(}ru be folicitous for his
morals, Add to this, that if you banifh
him to a place, where he is to experience
the hardfhips of want and hunger (fo power-

y

fully does hunger compel men to the per-

petration of crimes) you force him rather to

-

T I ATV ST T = - l:f:T 1.
corrupt, than amend his manners, and to
1 ‘...':-'E'-_m_'\_‘!.J when I‘!i_: lJ_[I |1L UL]} W 1ic 1\;

jnﬁ.

Is it applied then, that others may be
deterred from the fame proceedings, and
that crimes may become lefs frequent?
No, but that guarice may be gratified;
that the prince may experience the emolu-
ments of the fale: for, horrid and melan-
choly thought! the more crimes his fub-
jects commit, the ‘richer is he made; the

more

e
[

"
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more abandoned the {ubject, the bappier is
the prince!

Neither can we allow that the punifh-
ment thus applied, tends in any degree to
anfwer the publick happine/s; for if men can
be fentenced to flavery, right or wrong; if
fhadows can be turned into fubftances, and
virtues into crimes; it is evident that none
can be happy, becaufe none can be fecure.

But if the punifhment is infinitely greater
than the offence, (which has been fhewn
before) and if it 1s infliGed, neither ta
amend the criminal, nor to deter others from
the fame proceedings, nor to advance, in
any degree, the happinefs of the publick, it
is {carce neceflary to obferve, that it is to-
tally unjuft, fince it is repugnant to reafon,
the diftates of nature, and the very prin-

L‘j.lﬂ[b‘ (_ii‘ :._;:'{,—-“_‘;',"_:I-'_;_J:Ll_:_r_,'—_
O A PSSV

We come now to the fourth and laft order
of flaves, to prifoners of war. As the fellers
lay a particular ftrefs on this order of men,
and infer much, from its antiquity, in ihup}.‘-ort

2 of




84 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

L) T

of the juftice of their caufe, we fhall examine
the principle, on vhich it fubfifted among
the ancients. But as this principle was the
fame among all nations, and as a citation
from many of their hiftories would not be
lefs tedious than unneceflary, we fhall fele&
the example of the Romans for the confide-
ration of the cafe.

The law, by which prifoners of war were

faid to- be fentenced to fervitude, was the*

law of nations. It was fo called from the
univerfal concurrence of nations in the

It had two points in view, the
F ety b’ e A Ay AT 11 o £ S o N
y L rjons 8] l}}L f.a:’i:-:h.r;::, Lllul 1]1k1| cd?:,j;L:J :

cuftom.

1 -~ e | . - 1* ol
both of which it immediately fentenced,

. [ = SN (3 L. . '
without any of the ufual forms of lﬂw, to

be the property of the captors.

The principlc, on which the law was
eftablithed, was the 7ight ¢f capture. When
any of the contending parties had overcome
their opponents, and were about to deftroy
them, the right was confidered to com-
mence ; a right, which the victors conceived

themfelves to have, to recall their {words,

® Fure Gentium fervi noftri {funt, qui ab hoftibus capiuntur.
Juftinian, L. 1.5, 5. I.

and,
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and, from the confideration of having faved
the lives of the vanquifhed, when they could
have taken them by the laws of war, to
commute blood for fervice. Hence the Ro-
man lawyer, Pomponius, deduces the ety-
mology of fave in the Roman language.
¥ ¢¢ They were called fervz, fays he, from the

¢ following circumftance, It was ufual

¢ with our commanders to take them prifo-
¢ ners, and fell them : now this circum-
¢ ftance implies, that they muft have been
¢ previouily preferved, and hence the name.”
Such then was the righ# of capture. It was

. oy
I TIO F

right, which the circumftance of taking
the vanquithed, that is, of prefrving them
alive, gave the conquerors to their perfons.
By this right, as always including the idea
of a previous prefervation from death,+ the
vanquifhed were faid 70 be flaves; and, * as
‘¢ all flaves,” fays Juftinian, ¢* are them-
c

felves in the power of others, and of

“ courfe can have nothing of their own,

Servorum appellatio ex eo fluxit, quod imperatores noftri

captivos vendere, ac per-hoc /ervare, nec occidere folent.

T ivam lve vict u.J.Ll-J..Hf ..‘..’ atralis jl.;l-..‘.-_]u, atd j'.“u]]:

« 4+ 3. €1 pallim apud Icriptores
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¢ {0 their effects followed the condition of
“¢ their perfons, and became the property of
¢ the captors.”

To examine this right, by which the van-
quithed were faid to be flaves, we fhall ufe
the words of a celebrated Roman author,
and apply them to the prefent cafe. * < If
¢ it is lawful,” fays he, *“.to deprive a man
¢“ of his life, it is certainly not inconfift-
¢« ent with nature to rob him;” to rob him
of his liberty., We admit the conclufion
to be juft, if the fuppofition be the fame:
we allow, if men have a right to commit
that, which is confidered as a greater crime,
that they have a right, at the fame inftant,
to commit that, which is confidered as a lefs,

But what fhall we f{ay to the bypotbefis ¢ We
deny it to be true. The voice of nature is
againft it. It is not lawful to kill, but on
neceffity. . Had there been a neceflity, where
had the wretched captive furvived io be bro-
ken with chains and fervitude? The very
aét of faving his life is an argument to prove,

-~ 1 LS | 1 11 7
that no {uch neceflity exifted. 1 De conciy-

i

* Neque eft contra naturam {poliare eum, fi poffis, quem

honeftum cft necare, Cicero de officii
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Jfion is therefore falfe. 'The captors had

right to the /ves of the captured, and of
courfe none to their Jberty: they had
right to their blood, and of courfe none to
their fervice. Their right therefore had no
i'uumf;:tiuu m juftice, It was founded on a
principle, contrary to the law of nature, and
of courfe contrary to that law, which pee=
ple, under different governments, aré bound
to obferve to one another.

It is fcarce neceffary to obferve, as a far-
ther teftimony of the injuftice of the mea-
{ure, that the Europeans, after the intro-
duction of Chriftianity, exploded this prin-
ciple of the ancients, as frivolous and falfe ;
that they fpared the lives of the vanquiihed,
not from the fordid motives of avarice; but
from a confcientioufnefs, that homicide
could only be juftified by neceffity ; that they
mtroduced an exchange of prifoners, and,

})"

y many and wife regulations, deprived war
f

of many of its former horrours.

Rt the ‘advocates- for flaverr e gdaable
sut the advocates for 1 dvCry, unabilc o
iy 1 . ” -

lefend themfelves againft thefe arguments,

have fled to other refources, and, ignorant of

et

hillarss ihaira mertad thot tha avm b ol n s et
hiitory, have denied that the right of capture

T
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was the true principle, on which flavery
fubfifted among the ancients. They reafon
thus. ¢ The learned Grotius, and others,
have confidered flavery as the juft confe-
quence of a private war, (fuppofing the war
to be juft and the opponents in a ftate of
nature), upon the principles of reparation and
punifbment. Now as the law of nature,
which is the rule of conduét to individuals
in fuch a fituation, is applicable to members
of a different community, there is reafon to
prefume, that thefe principles were applied
by the ancients to their prifoners of war ;
that their effeéts were confifcated by the right
of reparation, and their perfons by the right
of punifbment.” ——

But fuch a prefumption 15 falfe, ‘The
right of capture was the only argument, that
the ancients adduced in their defence. Hence
Polybius ; * What muft they, (the Man-
‘¢ tinenfes) fuffer, to receive the punithment

¢ they deferve? Perhaps it will be faid,

- [r{}(?.f .".':{-!i':.' .-".;.":"_u'_..":f. 1’;’:' j"\;'.";{irr, ':\','."'_'.-].-' f.".?-‘t”p' are ;;n','J{'-.‘.'.j.",
“ qwith their wives and children into flavery

Jut this is not to be confidered as a pu-

¢ nifhment, fince even thofe fuffer it, by the
1 ] .

/

Lk}

o
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*¢ laws of war, who have done nothing that
¢ is bafe.” Thetruth is, that both the of=

fending and the offended parties, whenever they

rr

were vi¢torious, infli¢ted flavery alike. Bu

v

if the gffending party inflied flavery on the
perfons of the vanquifhed, by what right
did they inflict it ? It muft be anfwered from
the prefumption before-mentioned, ““by the

€ I'E:if‘.t of I;','i_-",_’_'-'.-'.-‘.:‘.*}:'.’_., or of !‘:,-‘;;;_h"_.’.f‘";‘.';',‘,-‘.;‘ e
an anfwer plainly abfurd and contradictory,
as it fuppofes the aggreffor to have a righs,
which the #jured only could pofiefs.

Neither is the argument lefs fallacious

than the prefumption, in applying thefe

principles, which in a pudlick war could be-

long to the publick only, to the perfons of

the mdividuals that were taken. This calls
us again to the hiftory of the ancients, and,

S v if
as the rights of reparation and punithment !,;,,‘.‘J
could extend to thofe only, who had been | "*
injured, to felect a particular inftance for 5
the confideration of the cafe. ;

As the Romans had been injured without i.’"i
a previous provocation by the conduct of }1|

Hannibal at Saguntum, we may take the

treaty into confideration, which they made A
with :
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with the Carthaginians, when the latter,
defeated at Zama, fued for peace. It con-
fifted of three articles. * By the ﬁl‘ﬂ' the
Lf;ll‘ih.‘.gil}i;l!i} were to be i‘:'cc, i)-:iwf)j
their own conftitution and laws. By the

¥ ] T il .--11-\ -~ .
fecond, l_}-‘."_"',' WEIE L0 l".*.",‘ d L-‘J'E.{'-.-._:!.-..;..[-'!.. ium

e Sl e TR 08 8 Gy T far fhn: fSarsacas
(‘,1 INOoNCY g o o le-‘ I |r1{|11 RGN the Qell .:r__'\l\.-"l
and expence of war: and, by the third
ana L_;l.‘;“. > ) vell o clild, ¥ LIIC L.:.,i_.,

they were to deliver up their elephants and
fhips of war, and to be fubject to \';1='i-._ms
reftritions, as a punithment. Wi
terms they complied, and the war was
finifhed.

Thus then did the Romans make that
diftinétion between private and publick war,
which was neceflary to be made, and which
the argument is fallacious in not {fuppofing.

The treafury of the vanquithed ‘was marked

as the means of reparation; and as this
treafury was f{upplied, in a great meafure

o Tak J (= »
# 1. Ut liberi fuis legibus viverent, Livy, L. 30. 37.

2 ]J‘ccum millia talentiim argenti defcripta penfionibus
2quis in annos quinquaginta folverent. Ibid.

3. Et naves roftratas, prter decem triremes, traderent,
elephantofque, quos haberent domitos ; neque domarent alios:
Bellum neve in Africa, neve extra Africam, injufflu P. R.
gererent, &c. 1bid,
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by the impofition of taxes, and was, wholly,
the property of the publick, {o the publick
made the reparation that was due. The ele-
phants alfo,  and fhips of awar, which were

= P 9 'y - Ta = “ = el o
marked as the means of punifbhment, were

MY £ Sy . 1 2w - o | Bt o g e
J;-{'.-':.-”f_-g..-x property ; and as HIL)J' were conii-
3

derable inftruments of 1:;L'Lll'it}’ and defence

to their poflefiors, and of annoyance to an
o P [ ~ 15 i [ 1 A ey

enemy, 1o tneil ]L.'lf‘, addaed to the It.'.l[!.'i-ilui'lﬁ
Py o L it e A e ARGy T -

of the treaty, operated as a great and pxdlick

Li

punithment. = But with refpet to the Car-

1 . ¥ e 1 3 i .
thaginian prifoners, who had been' taken in

1 = i i Gt : T AP Y P
the war, they were retained in fervitude 3

e e e pu e e EELE L e e .
not upon the il.'l."-\L_Ji..'lk.H o redaraifion dnd
i ok

1!.1;af:.-",f}fw.uw.", becaule the Romans had :urc:u.iy

' reccived,” by their own confeflion in the
treaty, a fufficient {atisfattion: not upon
thefe principles, becaufe they were inap-
plicable to individuals : the legionary foldier
in the fervice of the injured, who took his

+ %] %

prifoner, was not the perfon, to whom the
injury had been done, any more than the {ol-
dier in the fervice of the aggrefiors, who

was taken, was the perfon, who had com-

mitted the offence ; but they were retained in

J

{crvitude by the right of capture; becaufe,

L A

when
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when both parties had fent their military

into the field to determine the difpute, it
was-at T.}':L‘ J‘.ﬁf',f'":'f.:'.":.‘ choice (JJI‘ 'L}‘w ltégi-all:ll'}!

{oldier before-mentioned, whether he would
ip: e the life c.-E'" his (‘1.311(;&1&:1‘-;‘a! opponent,
when he was thought to be entitled to take
it, if he had chofen, by the laws of war.

To produce more inftances, as an illuftra-
tion of the fubjeét, or to go farther into the
argument, would be to trefpafs upon the pati-
ence, as well as underftanding of the reader.
In a flate of nature, where a man is {uppofed
to commit an injury, and to be unconnected
with the reft of the world, the aét is privare

and the right, which the injured acquires,

can extend only to bunfelf: but in a flate of

_fri{-.ﬂ_ ty, where any member or members of a

particular community give offence to thofe
of another, and they are patronized by the
ftate, to which they belong, the cafe is al-
tered ; the a& becomes immcdintcly publick,
and the publick alone are to experience the
confequences of their injuftice. For as no
particular member of the community, if
confidered as an individual, is guilty, except

the perion, by whom the injury was done,

¥
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it would be contrary to reafon and juftice,
to apply the principles of re¢paration and
punifhment, which belong to the people as
a colleéive body, to any individual of the
community, who fhould happeén to be taken.
Now, as the principles of zeparation and

puntfbment are thus inapplicable to the pri-

- . Fy ye »
it 25 e " y RNEA diy oy oy o Ao
foners, taken in a publick war, and as the
. 7 .~ 1 2
yigt of {.-f"!fﬂ-'r-'-t..’rl"‘] as WeEe navce 1ncwn !"»'g'r-’f-‘-":
(& ]

1s infufficient to intitle the victors to the
feruice of the 1.';111(;111[’1:--."!%, it 1s evident that

i

flavery cannot juftly exift at all, fince there
are no other maxims, on which it can be
founded, even in the moft equitable wars.
But if thefe things are {o; if flavery can-
not be defended even in the moft eguizable
wars, what arguments will not be found
againft that fervitude, which arifes from
thofe, that are zmufl 2 Which arifes from
thofe African wars, that relate to the pre-
fent {ubje&t ? The African princes, corrupt-
ed by the merchants of Europe, feek every
opportunity of quarrelling with one another.
Every {park 1s blown into a flame ; and war
is undertaken from no other confideration,
than that of procuring flaves : while the Eu-

I‘-L?P'..'.".[l,',
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ropeans, on the other hand, happy in the
quarrels which they have thus excited,
fupply them with arms and ammunition
for the accomplithment of their horrid pur-
Poﬁ:. Thus has Africa, for the {pace of
two hundred years, been the {cene of the
moft iniquitous and bloody wars; and thus
have many thoufands of men, in the moft
iniquitous manner, been fent into {ervi-
tude.

C -H- AP NVHE

We fhall beg leave, before we proceed
to the arguments of the purchafers, to add
the following obfervations to the fubftance
of the three preceding chaptcrs.

As the two orders of men, of thofe who
arc privately kidnapped by individuals, and
of thofe who are publickly feized by virtue
of the authority of their prince, compofe to-
gether, at leaft, * nine tenths of the African

. |
llaves,
® The total annual exportation from Africa, is eftimated
here at 100,000 men, two thirds of whom are exported by the
Britifh merchants alone. T his eftimate is lefs than that which

15
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had written to another friend, who had refided
the Weit-Indies, and whofe opinion he had not

‘¢ among many hundreds recolle&t to have |

¢ tjon of a village, In fhort, I am firmly

ber, but eafily to be credited, when w

** {laves, of thofe imported from Africa, who had any
‘¢ fhew, that they had been in war. They are general
** g are kidnapped, or fold by their tyrants, after the

* crimes and ‘war together do not furnith one {lave 1

lick : P AT e
lick, to attempt to palliate the method of procuring them,

95

laves, they cannot contain, upon a mode-
- . 1 - : b1y AN
rate u_)lﬂpl‘.[:ltl=_i!!, lefs than ninety thoufand

men ann uuliy t;‘:*.n‘.iﬁe;'tc{.i; an immenfe num-

gl

G IC=
flet that thoufands are employed for the
purpofe of {tealing the unwary, and that

- | - B ¥ £ " E 1
thele diabol L?;‘.I }‘-r.:f.t:-;_:_w dI'C 1n 10rcCeE, {o fLU.‘

; L ] Im i 5 ‘l i L -‘ \ . | nor }11:
been informed by difinterefted people, who were in the
Weft India ilands during the laté war, and who verfed
with many of the moft 11‘.-’.:']15:.-_':4-1 of the neoroes, for the Plile
by what metho }
; that they di
_ duced to that fituation, by any other means
| fe mentioned above. The author, defirou: of a far-

ther confirmation of this circumftance, ftopped the prefs tiil ke
tiventy years in
yet afked.
The following is an extratt from the anfwer, “ I do not

en but one or two

€ o

v huan.

#¢ hundred of the numbers intreduced into the Earop

- nies,  Of confequence the trade itfelf, were it p

¢ {uppofe convicts or prifoners of war to be juftly fentenced
' ‘* to fervitude, is accountable for ninety-nine in eve:

¢ dred flaves, whom it I'-.:; :l'l!:.-‘i. It is an infule to the Iulb-

i

)
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has European #njuffice been {pread, at the
diftance of a thoufand miles from the fac-
tories on the coaft. The flave merchants,
among whom a qmn:it}' of European goods
1s prcviouﬂy divided, travel into the Leart
of the country to this amazing diftance.
Some of them attend the various markets,
that are eftablithed through fo large an ex-
tent of territory, to purchafe the kidnapped
people, whom the flave-bunters are continu-
ally bringing in ; while the reft, {fubdividing
their merchandize among the petty f{ove-
reigns with whom they deal, receive, by
an immediate exertion of fraud and violence,
the ftipulated number.

Now, will any man aflert, in oppofition
to the arguments before advanced, that out
of this immenfe body of men, thus annu-
ally collected and tranfported, there is even
one, over whom the original or fubfequent
feller can have any power or right ? Who-
ever afferts this, in the firft inftance, muit
contradi¢t his own feelings, and muft con-
fider bimfelf as a juflt object of prey, when-
ever any daring invader fhall think it pro-
per to attack bim., And, in the {fecond

inftance,
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initance, the very idea which the African

princes entertain of their villages, as parks

Sl e e a e {1
Qr = \/. voirs, 1l

convenience, and of their fubjeéts, as wi/d

ocked only for their own

I 1 1 15 r vy Y - {7 - "
seafis, whom they may puriue and take at

pleafure, is fo fhocking, that it need only

be mentioned, to be inftantly reprobated by

‘! ) ]
LIE Teaqc
1
¢ order of {laves, which is next to the
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wihom 1t confains, 1s that ol priloners of

" [his order, if the former ftatement
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rally 1magined ut wnoever remnects on thc

prodigtous flaughter that 1s conftantly made
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in every African fkirmith, cannot be other-
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1is opinion : he will find, that

s every reafon to

prefume that an bundred perith. In {ome
1 ] ]
of thefe ikirmifhes, thou they have been
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s, the conquerors have fuffered but few
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huts by the river’s fide, and for our
(afety kept a wary eye on them.

next morning we faw from our maft

head a numerous body approaching,
apparently but little order, but in clofe
array. They approached very faft, and fell

1

furioufly on the inhabitants of the town,

! : . : - . -
AT N . 1 3 ¢ { n_e Al f=] f 1192y a o o1 T 1

who feemed to be quite furprized, but
% 1 St 1 i 'V - % & + 1 r il 1\ o iy A
NCEVCrLielieis, as 100N as theyvy coula eget

e | Asd o } 3 i P : o

together, rought itoutly. I hey had iome
o - J 4

fire-arms, but made very little ufe of

them, as they came dire@®ly to clofe

e el 5 Pplsm o 1 - mgpin

Hgning witil their 1pears, dl1CES, - AN
1

{ > | - i e
labres. Vlany of the 1nvaders were

mounted on {mall horfes ; and both par-
ties fought for about half an hour with

the fierceft animofity, exertine much more

courage and perfeverance than I had ever

DEIOre Deen witneils to amongit them.

1 13 1

['he women xd children « ! town
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running {hrieking up and down with ter-

st . 4

rour, waiting the event of the combat,

tili theiwr party gave 'way and took to the
water A PN | 1) 1 1y -‘I ver to s
WelliLld O €ndade¢ vour to iwim wuvel e {11\_
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the purpoie of

21 Cruel-

tOElr avarice.

¢« They made no prifoners; but put all to
yout mercy. Horrible in-

: ; iy sl
¢¢ deed was the carnage-of the vanguiinca

<« on this ocecafion, and as'we were within

j £ 1" Y
«¢ two-or-three hundred yards of them,
A . Y A ey COS s S
¢¢ their cries and fhrieks atfecred us§ extreme-
¢¢ 1ly. We had got up our anch
# . - P 1 -- 1 1
¢¢ heomnnino of  the fray, and: now i1tood
€c
(¥
€c
[ 41 g\-
Y- e 5 = vhom-thev took 1n t BIIm-
chilaren, wioin L..\._\. 1O0K 1N E nu
] = i = K » E o
Ek I.\Ul‘-’.-f, did not -eicape the maliacre, En-
¢ raoed at therr barbarity, we fired our
[ »
¢¢ ouns loaden with grape inot, and a vol
. - 1 | 1 )
¢¢ of fmall arms among them, which eitec-
¢ ¢nally checked their ardour, and ebliged
} -_.
¢« them to retire to a diftance from tn
¢« {hore : from whence a few round cannon
¢« {hot {oon removed them 1nto the woods.
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The whole river was black over with the

¢¢ heads of :‘the h!’-@!tn'w, wio were Iwim-

¢ ming for their lives. Thefe poor wretches,
““ fearing us as much as theéir conquerors,
<« dived when we fired, and cried moft la=
‘“ mentably for mercy. Having now effec-
«¢ tually favoured their retreat, we Ttood
¢ backward forwards, and took up
g1 ral hat were inded 1 tired.
¢ All whofe wounds had difabled them from

“« {wimming, were either butchered  or

Arow L L - L SOL Li b} L) Liem.
D
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hofe their liberty whom we had taken

¢¢ up, fetting them on fhore on the Bar-
¢ bary fide,-among the poor refidue of their
‘¢..compantions, who had furvived the flaugh-

i - -1|". vy - - =] =B | T *=Tn 9 "|'--.|-" - 5 T 1 :

‘\ﬁr c {;J]] IRl B C t‘..!e. LWO ITCINATKS 0On tilf.;
i e N e = L ST e = it B
horrid inftance of African cruelty. 1t '.1L§u.5.:,

i - et el O . ey (WLt ) R ¢ bk . -
firft, a confiderable weight to the ftatements

1 b Yriws 1 - - o .y e . diirscaiad
that have been made; and confirms, fecond-

X7 +1 e Y = O e T F O ;---'7-. S -t

_I'-,'J the concluiions that were drawn. 1n l}.C
preceding chapter. For if we even allow
the richt £ ~ag re to he 1t and the
tie rignt or capturc to DE juilt, and tic
G 1 principles
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principles of reparation and punifhment to :
be ;11_\1:-lic:;1bl<: to the individuals of a com- :

munity, yet would the former be unjuft,

P
B
3
;

&
=

and the latter inapplicable, in the prefent 1

cafe. Everv African war i1s a robbery ; and
J >
we may add, to our former expreffion, when

we faid, ¢ that thus have many thoufands of {
] ‘“ men, iIn the moft iniquitous manner,
¢« been fent into fervitude,” that we belicve {

there are few of this order, who are not t

i
A as much the examples of injuftice, as the ]
\ people that have been kidnapped; and who | ;

do not additionally convey, when we con- |
fider them as prifoners of war, an idea of ¢
the ]1'1{';!)[' L'i'il!'l.i'\.;ii'.ittd !_‘L,"._'E!i_' of murder. |
The order of -_'.J:'.-"l',-'-t:."‘.., as it L_‘;i‘;"ﬁ alimmf t
. {folely among thofe princes, whofe domini- i
ons are contiguous to the European faéto- ¢
ries, is from this circumftance fo inconfider- ¢
able, when compared with either of the
preceding, that we fhould not have men-
. tioned it again, but that we were unwilling -
i to omit any additional argument that oc- 2
curred againft it.
It has been thewn already, that the punifh-
ment of flavery is infli¢ted from no other
mot1ve,
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. : . s :
motive, than that of gratifying the avarice

il 1 3 = ol T r ' e iy >
of the prince, a confideration f{o deteltable,
i 2 i A . = . z . e 5‘ . ’ Y & ]
as to be futhcient of itfelf to prove it to be
unjuft ; and that it is fo difproportivnate,
I . ~ i

€ oirence, as to attord

an additional proof of its injuftice. We

hall add now, as a fccond argument, its
lifproporti ] ' nuance: and we
fhall de € thir from the leration,
that, in civil {ociety, every violation of the
laws of the community is an offence againit
the /fat

Let us fuppofe then an African prince,
i1{daining for once the idea of emolument :

fet us fuppofe him for once inflamed with
the love of his country, and refolving to
punifh from this }1['§s}c§;*-]u alone, *¢ that by

““ exhibiting an example of terrour, he may

$¢ i e g P P i G S Bt - sl T e i St 2 e |
preicrve tnat veppiness  of phe  puolicr,
W o ™o
¥y ¢ 1 | C | 1E l‘.\ I | ( intr
ld h no £ e copniz of crimes, ' an
th hut every i vidaal, if injured, wonld have
right to punifli the agereflor with his own hand, which is
he ns of all civilized men, whether among
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¢¢ which he is bound to fecure and defend
¢ by the very nature of his contra& ; or, i
¢¢ in-other words, that he may anfwer the 3
¢¢ end of government.” If altuated then 3

by this principle, he thould adjudge flavery ¢

to an offender, as a jm?_ ’i‘ili‘ei‘il::
offence, for whofe benefit muft the conviét |
labour ? If it be anf{wered, *¢ for the bene )
¢« fit of the ftate,”” we allow that the pu::i!’h . L

ment, in \\"]?;-Itr_".‘.':.‘[' light 1t 1s confidered, (

-i g F a1 1 I ey Iy
will be found to be equitable: butif it be
an{wered, < for the benefit of any rndrvrdua:
£ ‘IC';{-":?.";." AIE ﬁ‘.\.u}": - "-."."}"J‘ el y WwWC dcny it to

R | 5 % imdsintla ey ok el
be juit. ['he *f{tate alone is confidered to

e P I e o e Ry P Iy L 1 S Lt
1]'.'-\'& DECIl lljulcl, 4ilud b jy &8 Cannor pof= ]
o 1} - ) . . -y s -
{s } 13 Fae "y / { ' Ve % '
JROLY OC £F &AM E7 Fitey BIC 1Ladll 4101 cCan jumityy

. 1 1 A { - Ee e j o SR
receive the advantages of his labour, But i

the African prince, when he thus condemns

him to labour for the benefit of an unoffended
individual, fhould at the fame time fentence

f * 'This fame notion 15 entertained even by the African
princes, who do not permit the perion injured {o revei h
injury, or to receive the conviét as his flave. But if the very
- 1 ; 1 T o 3 5
perfon who has been injured, does not poflefs him; much lels
gught any other | serfon whatfoever.
R
nim
7 — T =




thould make the perion and life of the con-
vi& at the abfolute difpofal of ieim, for
.E\' T\ 1L

whom he has fentenced him to labour; it is
evident that, in addition to his former in-
= e 1. = ] e . M - ris o ey -

juitce, ¢ 1s ulurping a power, whicih no
ruler or rulers of a {tate can poffefs, and

which the great Creator of the univerfe

1EVC T.r ! -; Vil li
.-. ‘..hlk.:n L]I‘l--',l.\
=
_[]?.'Zt tn1s reaioning  1s tl-._'_._, and that
11 | ] § = 4 f Ay Thl ‘. .' 1 -
ClV1 O | M LAVOE CUHILIUGICLL 1L ¢ 11 ;‘,
1 1 : | -
W ) elt telt d by their practic We
may appecal here to that flaveéry, which. 1s
i
i 2 | 1 - AL 7 s P
now .wi'.t 1 éd--to da.l.mlumu 45 a punliiin-

ment, among many of the ftates of LL.mi B
[ heft uents are fentenced to labour at

ne gar, to WOrK in #unes, and on fortiica-

pair »gads, and to perform other works of na-
tional utility. They are employed 7

. 1 55 et NP vl " O Ty e
in the puvlick work ; becaule; as the crimes

they have committed are confidered to have

ccn Crimes agdlinic Lic {'L;].EIIL_-._. Nno indivi-
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1 i T | ? o e L S o 2 ~at11{7
made capable of being transferred, becaufe

s

no government whatfoever is invefted with

.

fuch a power.

Thus then iy that flavery, in which
only the 1dea of /zoour is included, be per-
o 4
fed 'r;' K-"!."i.:['-'-l'l'\] and the L.:L.'...:.f._l.l-: nt wil
always rececive his punithment as a man;

whereas in that, which additionally includes
the idea of property, and to undergo which,
the delinquent muft previoufly change his
nature, and become a drufe; theré is an
inconfiftency, which no arguments can re-

concile, and a contradittion to every prin-
ciple of nature, which a man need only to
appeal to his own feelings immediately to

evince. And we will venture to affert, from
the united obfervations that have been made
upon the fubjed, in oppofition to any ar-
guments that may be advanced, that there is
fcarcely one of thofe, who are called Afri-
can convicts, on whom the prince has a
right to inflit a punifhment at all; and that
there i1s no one whatever, whom he has a
power of fentencing to labour for the bene-

fit of an unoftended individual, and much

lefs whom he has a richt to {ell.
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Having now fully examined the argu-
o’ Ly L
= b " ] ~ = - - e Tal ._- ‘- -
ments of the [ellers, and having made fuch

additional remarks as were neceflary, we
have only to add, that we cannot fufliciently
exprefs our deteftation at their conduét,
Were the reader u:-c',-'ltl.\,’ to refleét upon the

cafe of but oze of the unfortunate men,
'._’-.'}1-._': L' L victims (-i‘ ;_-:i'r?.f".-'-c.'f',
and confider his fituation in life, as a fa=
ther, an hulband, or a friend, we are f{ure,

. - 1 - iy o i g v .l
that even on {uch a partial reflection, he

| |
~. : B VS B v e
muft experience confiderable pain. What
i
+hea 1114} ] B .\'.-. .'.‘. |:.~.. + i 1 i 1 1d
CACIT IIIUIL DE 1N1S§ l'_L-_Ll','_", WINEIN 11€ 15 rL-‘J-\_l,

that, fince the flave-trade began, < #ine
millions of men have been torn from their
deareft conne&tions, and fold into flavery.
If at this recital his indignation fhould arife,

ler hi A nl s e A Gt [
1et Dim conuder it as tne genuine plt.uLlUL—
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(he applied inftant]
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‘ ments and if, during his indignation, fhe
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fhould awaken the {igh of {fympathy, or fe- .
] - |
1 i r 1 =
duce the tear ol commiieration Irom nis
i €Y<, let ] 1M CONIAcr CaCil s dll UCILIOIEL
roiIlm 1t A1 1Y 1 11071 tv 1 e 2L
argument againit Lt iniguity ol tac Jei
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arouments thnole, WNO. réceit or purchafe
| f \ . 111 nta (] 1o fs
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¢ they receive tiole with ='| -E‘I__l'\"t_\-, WI10
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dré convicica or crimecs, ecdule (Ney. are

ey o oy g g, A . rr b o : :
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T T ave the nfortunnate  ranoisSEe
receivers ¢ Have the unfortunate CORTVICES i

- . v : .-. = o - * = .J T . & b -~

! been guilty of Injury to you : Have they
 Ee . 7 T WA 5 i - ]

1 DIOKCH Your treaties “‘\ e they !\ILI;:L‘-_.{:[:;{!
' toronsi S 4 e R e .

Yoiiz :]i!tj“ I Ildve they Ccarrie l YoKr WIVES
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and children into flavery, “that you fhould
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thus retaliate ? Have thev offended you even

by word or L;:‘:Hm'c?
But if the African convifts are innocent
with refpe&t to vou; if

o e i T s ol 9 1 e e bl o
the thadow of a claim upon their perfons
4

you have not even

w what right do you receive them:r ¢ By

=
o (&)

£ e Ry - | 5 VY R e 7 | =l
¢ the laws of the Africans,” you will {ay:
y o i
¢¢ by which it is pofitively allowed.”—
But can /zws alter the nature of vice r Thcy

mav :;_J)'p,';; If a 1ancrtion pernaps: 1t will {till
be immutably the fame, and, though dref-

1 oty T
Gdin th Mes il o Yoo e, et
111 ( a i 1 ( 2
Lo ] 2

1 1 1I

\1.'111 {5311 |y '}F I
Pty <3, - % | Zae 1, s o g ol "
Buat alas! vou do not only attempt to

defend yourfelves by thefe arguments, but
even dare to give your actions the appear-
" L= 1

ance of lenity, and affume merzz from your
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bafene/s ! and how firft ought you particu-
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volence. Doesa man fet fire to an houfe,
for the purpofe of refcuing the inhabitants
from the flames ? But if they are only pur-
chafed;” to deliver them from death; why,
when they are delivered into your hands, as
protectors, do you torture them with hun-
ger ! Why :

Whyv does the whip deform their bodie

e | v~ 1t ) S S e e 3
ao yvou Kiii them withh rarigune:s

4

Ay
or the knife their limibs? Why do you
fentence them to death ? to a death, infi-
nitely more excruciating than that from
which you fo kindly faved them? What
anfwer do you make to this? for if you
had not humanely preferved them from the

] =
M i

1].'n_-,.d:; oI  theill COnguerors, a m‘lulr..;-; death

p 3 q

perhaps, and that in the {pace of 2 moment,
1 C R R i % M e s
had freed them from their pain: but on
,

P, e L r I L aRinTien.  n f e o s o o
account o1 YOur javoii .'.le.l genevoience, 1t
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is known, that they have lingered vears in

— A =
ony dll
74 5 i
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1dVE DEEn ientenceaq,

[

p;‘ain and ag

at laft, to a dreadful death for the moft in-

fignificant offence.

T ot her o re loavr the ather aro
Neither can we allow the other argument
e
s 1 - -
to be true, on which you found your merit ;

‘¢ that you take them from their country
¢¢ for their own convenience; becaufe Af-

*erica;
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.
‘
[

¢ rica, {corched with inceflfant heat, and

ubje@ to the moft wviolent rains -and

! - ! 0 ] = -
tempelts, 1s unwholefome, and unfit to

<« he inhabited.” Prepofterous men! do

you thus judge from your own feelings?
Do you thus judge from your own con-

ftitution and frame? But if you fupp:zi'

e
that the Africans are incapable of enduring

their own cliimate, Decaule you cdainnotens=

dure it yourfelves; why do you receive
1’]1&:!1‘[ into ila --L.E) £oVy ] o Vou not meg-

Coea3he e i N Sk Lo v s Ayt e te e s
urec 1]1'\.!]1 hL.JL lt-‘.l» til€ 1ame iandardar 1 or

ol i T SR '.“T-.i..‘ - “... o | 1M ro™ " r\: '1'\:-- "!-
it vou are unable to beal ll‘.:..k_*_._J anda ti uf;,
Y, M e LIS e e e e ] S, e
chains and 1|=:.;11£;-.J|.L111-_HL, Wwounds anda tor-

ture, why do you not {uppofe them in-

capable of enduring the {fame treatment ?

T
vourfelves.  But confider the an{wer which

hus then is your argument turned againft
L -

the Scythians gave the Agyptians, when

1

e e R [Eon B ha amts s AR s RN
they contended' about the anti LLILY of theii

el L
oricinal, * ¢ That nature, when fhe firft
¢¢ diftinguifhed countries by different de-
orees- of heat and cold, tempered th

“ bhodies of animals, at the {fame inftant

141

¢¢ to endure the different fituations : that
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climate, - yet: their fituation “is- frequently
ST et By e —t s i1 {
ancomfortable, and even wretched : that
gty Africa 1s il‘:‘\._ll-n_kl WILIN ]U-.L.. it 1d 1niects
J Coamatelmacsathat-thev (aftde Tlararn
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the fruit, and deprive the inhabitants of ‘
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hicis footl.~ Butthe fume sanfier: may be
anplied as before; ¢t t] {ame kind ;
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ort interval or time, 1ts
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Do you call them obftinate then, becanfe
they refufe your favours? Do you call them
ungrateful, becaufe they make you this re-
turn # How much rather ought you receivers
to bluth! How much rather ought you re-
ceivers to be confidered as abandoned and
execrable ; who, when you ufurp the domi-
nion over thofe, who are as free and inde-
pendent as yourfelves, break the firflt law
of juftice, which ordains, ¢ that no perfon
¢¢ {hall do harm to another, without a pre-
¢« vious provocation;” who offend againf]
the dictates of nature, which commands,
¢¢ that no juft man fhall be given or received
¢¢ into flavery againft his own confent;
and who violate the very laws of the empire
that you aflume, by configning your fub-
jects to mifery.

Now, as a famous Heathen philofopher
obferves, from whofe mouth you f{hall be
convicted, * ¢“ there 1s a confiderable dif-
¢¢ ference, whether an injury is done, during
“.-any El(‘.‘l'[ll!'l’)LL[itJJl of mind, which 1s gene-

¢ rally thort and momentary ; or whether

& (Cicero de Offhciis. el b O 2
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‘“ it 1s done with any previous medi-

tation and defign; for, thofe crimes,
““ which proceed from any fudden com-
motion of the mind, are lefs than thofe,
‘““ which are ftudied and prepared,” how

E__!fi'l."-.l'i_ ﬂl!d cnormous are your Crimes to be

ii)]‘,hiit;-_‘ti, wihno pian vyour African YOydad2Es
i o - ~
af A e whe our reafon is found. and
at a time, wihen your realon 1s iou 1d, and
i e =0 - rh MTv and A
VOUur ieniles are awake: w !Ll,_: COOLIY and de=-

liberately equip your veflels; and who
] 'i

: — —
{pend years, and even lives, in the traffick of
bu

WUIRATIL LI0CT T

1 PRl ity PRy P e gt WP Jon] i e . i -
! But if the arguments of thofe, who 2/ o1

4

delrver men into {lavery, (as we have fthewn

before) and of thofe, who receive or purchafe

them, (as we have now fhewn) are wholly
J falfe; it is evident that this commerce,
is not only beyond the poflibility of de-
( ; e Tt M 1, st te o lrad
fence, but is juitly to be accounted wicked,
* and juftly impious, fince it is contrary to
the principles of lew and government, the
dictates of reqfon, the common maxims of
equity, the laws of mature, the admonitions

P : 1
of confczence, and, in fhort, the whole doc-
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A A in the fecond part of this Efiay,

to the confideration of the cominerce, wWe

| i | = r
fhall now proceed to the confideration of
j y

the flavery that is founded upon it.  As this
{lavery will be conipicuous in the freatment,
which the unfortunate Africans uniforml
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lves, in fthort, on the continent of Af-

rica, and relatea {fcene, which, from its agree-

ment with unqueiftionable facts, might not
unreafonably be prefumed to have been pre-
fented to cur view, had we been really there.

And firft, let us turn our eyes to the
cloud of duft that is before us. It feems

to advance rapidly, and, accompanied with

difmal fhriecks and yellings, to make the
very air, that is above it, tremble as it rolls

1

along.  What can poffibly be the caufe?

=

Let us inquire of that melancholy African,
who feems to walk dejected near the fhore ;
whofe eyes are ftedfaftly fixed on the ap-
proaching object, and whofe heart, if we
can 'l!ln_-'i':(t from the appcdaranee of his coun-

tenance, muft be greatly agitated,
o o =

¢ Alas!” fays the unhappy African, ¢ the

o

‘“ cloud that you fee approaching, is a train
¢ of wretched flaves, They are going to
¢ the fhips behind you. They are deftined
£¢

or the Englifth colonies, and, if you will

.,

i.
¢ ftay here but for a little time, you will
(e

¥
cc them pafs. They were laft night

‘¢ drawn up upon the plain which you fee
£c '|1 = o I e | bea S o (. Aemarels FEES

)CIore you, where they were branded
(£ ]

upon the breaft with an Aot fron; and
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¢ when they had undergone the whole of
¢ the treatment which 1is cuftomary on
¢ thefe occafions, and which I am informed
< that you Englithmen at home ufe to the
““ cattle which you buy, they were return-
¢ ed to their prifon. - As I have fome deal-
‘“ ings with the members of the factory
¢« which you fee at a little diftance, {though
¢¢ thanks to the Great Spirit, I never dealt
¢ in the /Jibe: fy of my fellow creatures) I
‘¢ gained admittance there. 1 learned the
¢ hiftory of fome of the unfortunate peo-
¢ ple, whom I faw confined, and will ex-
¢ plain to you, if my eye thould catch them
¢¢ as-they pafs, the real caufes of their fer-
¢ yitude.”

Scarcely were thefe words {poken, when
they came diftin@tly into fight. = They ap-
peared to advance in a long column, but 1n
a very irregular manner. There were three
only in the front, and th
t{JE'_'Lf[II'L.'f‘. T'he reft that followed {eemed to
be chained by pairs, but by prefling forward,
to avoid the lath of the drivers, the breadth

P v R A R s 1+ | b= b | L
oI the column began to De ereatly L‘,\ILHL‘.L.J,

:.'-]h]. ten or more were obferved apreait.
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way. They {peak a language, which no
perfon in this part of Africa can under-~
{tand, and their features, as you perceive,
are {o different from thofe of the reft, that
they almoft appear a diftinct race of men.
From this circumftance I recollect them.

They are the {ubjets of a very diftant
prince, who agreed with the flave mer-
chants, for a quantity of fpiritucus liguors,
to furnith him with a {tipulated number
of flaves. He accordingly furrounded,
and {et fire to one of his own villages in the
night, and feized thefe people, who were
unfortunately the inhabitants, as they

were efcaping from the flames. T frdl

faw them as the merchants were ariving
y M L 1 i SRS . i T f

thémin, about two days a4g20. 11(.‘ Fcame
in a large body, and were tied '-[D“-.TI'HT at

the neck with leather thongs, which per-

mitted them to walk at the diftance of

about a yard from one another. Many

of them were loaden with elephants teeth,
which had been purchafed at the f{ame
time. All of them had bags, made of
fkin, upon their fhoulders; for as they
were to travel, in their way from the

£c

greatl
-
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‘¢ oreat mountains, through barren fands and

‘“ inhofpitable woods for many days toge=-
¢ ther, they were obliged to carry water
™

““ and provifions with them. Notwith=

‘“ ftanding this, many of them perifhed,

‘“ {fome by hunger, but the greateft number
‘“ by fatigue, as the place from whence they
‘“ came, is at {fuch an amazing diftance from
¢ this, and the obftacles, from the nature
£

of the country, fo great, that the journey
‘¢ could {carcely be completed in feven
‘. moons.’’

When this relation was finithed, and we
had been looking {tedfaftly for fome time
on the croud- that was going by, we loft
light of that peculiarity of feature, which
we had before remarked. We then difco-
vered that the inhabitants of the depopu-
lated village had all of them paffed us, and
that the part of the train, to which we
were now oppofite, was a numerous body
of kidnapped people. Here we indulged
our imagination. We thought we beheld
in one of them a father, in another an huf=
band, and in another a fon, each of whom
was forced from his various and tender con-

nections
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nections, and without even the opportunity

e N hile e s
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gaged in thele and other melanch LY I¢C flec-

T ¥ o PO ST S
P'JHL'LI s. We turned almoft infenfibly to
look at them again, when we difcovered an

1 # 4 o 1 & . b |
1nna _ nai 4t Lilc € oI the train, wio
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could {carcely Keep pace with the reit, Iiis
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feet {eemed to have fuffered much from lon
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““ him in the morning to f{ome country
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long waiting for his return. But he i1s
rone for ever from their fight: and they

muft be now difconfolate, as they mulit

. B 1 1 = 1 =
be certain by his delay, that he has fal-
1 . 1 1 1 u '_1 5 s
len 1nto the hands ol the am1s.

13 vy s ?
us, I could with to be informed of the
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fex, but Uus unrortunate ;“_liat,l!'!}, wWihom

they termy Heathens, as the beafls that

{erve us. But ah! how different is the

- 1K7 . 7 3 . -

fact ! What 1s Chriflianity, but a f{yftem
> ; - P e & -

of murder and opprefion ¢ The cries and

yells of i}l,‘ uniortunate people, who ar




126 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

‘¢ {courge them amidft their groans, and ¢
‘¢ even fmile, while they are torturing them ¢
‘¢ to death. Happy, happy Heathenifm! ¢
<« which can detelt the vices of Chriftia- ‘
« pity, and feel for the diftrefles of man-

¢é- kind.” ‘

L Ningl? g ] L B B B _-'11, o o Py (5 ]

but wereply, ¥ Ou are totally miitak-
¢ en : Chriftianity is the moft perfeét and :
« lovely of moral {yftems. It blefles even !
¢ the-hand of perfecution itfelf, and re-+ } s
« turns good for -evil. But the people '
¢« aoainft whom you f{o juftly declaim, J
R == -

¢s are not Cbhriftians. They are infidels. |
¢ They are monflers. They are out of '
¢¢ the common courfe of nature. Their ‘
¢ countrymen at home are generous and |

¢« brave. They fupport the fick, the lame,
¢« and the blind. They fly to the {uccour
¢¢of the diftrefled. They have noble and
< ftately buildings for the fole purpofe of
¢¢ benevolence.. They are in fhort, of all
¢ pations, the moft remarkable for huma-
¢ nity and juftice.”

<« But why then,” replies the honeft Af-
rican, “ do they {uffer this? Why is Africa
¢ a3 {cene of blood and defolation? '\'\-h}"

€€ are
dal€
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¢« are her children wrefted from her, to ad-
“ minifter to the luxuries and greatnefs of
“ thofe whom they never offended? And
““ why are thefe difmal cries in vain ?”

“ Alas I’ we replyagain, * can the cries
“ and groans, with which the air now
¢« trembles, be heard acrofs this extenfive
¢¢ continent? Can the fouthern winds con-
< vey []':;:}1 to the ear l-i. Britain? If I'}]C}’

hman at

“ could reach the generous Englif
¢ home, they would pierce his heart, as
“¢ they have already pierced your own. He
¢ would fympathize with you in your dif-
¢ trefs. He would be enraged at the con-
«“ du@ of his countrymen, and refift their
€ tyranny. =—

But here a fhriek unufually loud, accom-

panied with a dreadful rattling of chains,

Enrcrrll}""tc.nl the difcourfe. The wretched

Africans were juft about to embark : they
had turned their face to their country, as if

to take a laft adieu, and, with arms uplifted
to the fky, were making the very atmo-
{phere refound with their prayers and im-

precations,

EHAP,
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may be eafily imagined. It generates a

peftilential air, which, co-operating with
bad provifions, occafions {fuch a ficknefs
and mortality among them, that not lefs
than * rwenty thoufand are generally taken

off in every yearly tran{portation.
Thus confined in a peftilential prifon,

nA A ) trealv eveld . ey o F . .
:'11;|_', l'."' l,||.,|1 v O ‘.L]'.li.‘lL‘_g. Ill)];] tllc LI]C:-].I"
ful face of day, it remains for the fickly
o "4

{urvivors to li;;g::r out a2 miferable exiftence
: . 3 T

till the voyage is finifhed. But are no far-

i 1 :': - - 1 - - -
ther evils to be expected in the interim
PR e PR = i) > ad T b SRPE =
particularly 1f we add to their already

wretched fitnation the indignities that are
daily offered them, and the regret which
they muft conftantly feel, at being for ever
forced from their connexions ? Thefe evils
are but too apparent, Some of them have

refolved, and, notwithftanding the threats

L=

® Tt werfally it '
g 1 £ Ol perifh i'.l L I _'. t
from the t in which they e put oa board, to
when they are difpofed of in the colonies. The Fre
pofed to lofe the greateflt number in the voyage, bi
ticularly from this circum{tance, becaufe their flave fhips are

general {o very large, that many of the flaves that have been

put on board fickly, die before the cargo can be completed.

I of




170 O~ THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

of the receivers, have carried their refolves
into execution, to ftarve themfelves to death,
Others, when they have been brought
upon deck for air, if the leaft opportunity
has offered, have leaped into the fea, and
terminated their miferies at once. Others,
in a fit of defpair, have attempted to rife,
and regain their liberty. But here what a
fcene of barbarity has conftantly enfued.
Some of them have been inftantly killed
upon the {pot ; fome have been taken from
the hold, have been bruifed and mutilated
in the moft barbarous and fhocking man-
ner, and have been returned bleeding to

their companions, as a fad example of re-

{iftance ; while others, tied to the ropes of

the thip, and mangled alternately with the
whip and knife, have been left in that hor-
rid fituation, till they have expired.

But this is not the only inhuman treat-
ment which they are frequently obliged to
undergo ;- for if there fhould be any necef-
fity, from tempeftuous weather, for light-
ening the fhip; or if it fhould be prefumed

on the voyage, that the ;n'r._n'ilimm will fall

{hort before the port can be made, they

alG
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=

are, many of them, thrown into the fea,
without any compunétion of mind on the
part of the receivers, and without -.l.z*;.:,-f other
regret for their lofs, than that which zva-
rece infpires.  Wretched furvivors! what
muit be their feelings at fuch a fight! how
muft they tremble to think of that fervitude

WHICH 15 4] roaciingeg, wilcn thne verv Jaogs

: i &
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of the recezvers have been retained on board,

and preferred to their L:Il(’.‘["i"ti‘l'lL}.fI”.éfj' country-
men.  But indeed fo lightly are thefe un-
happy people mwmrxl, that their lives have
been even -taken away upon {peculation :
there has been an inftance,®* within the laft
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them being thrown into the f{ea, becaule it
was fuppofed that, by this #rick, their value
could be recovered from the infurers.

But if the f(hip fhould arrive fafe at its

-

™ - 1 7 - 1
deftined port, a circumitance which does

not always happen, (for fome have been
blown up, and many loft) the wretched

Africans do not find an alleviation of their
forrow. - Here they are again expofed to
fale. Here they are again fubjetted to t
infpe@ion of other brutal recevers, who
examine and treat them with an inhuma.

nity, at which even avarice fhould blufh.

1.3 1
15

To this mortifying circumitance is added

il

- A - 4 s - R Sy 4 S o g |
another, that they are picked out, as the

n

= = . : :
purchafer pleafes, without any confideration

'
irom N0cl

whether the wife is feparated
hufband, or the mother from her {fon : and

if thefe cruel inftances of feparation fhould
happen ; if relations, when they find them-
felves about to be parted, fhould cling to-

E{'L.‘tfl‘._'l'; or if filial, conjugal, or Imlz'::;:.:'

™ A 3 | it ar P
atrection, thould detain them but a moment
; T i
loneer in each othet’s arms, than thefe fecond
receivers fhould think lutiicient, the lath 1n-

ftantlv fevers them from their embraces.

e
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3
We cannot clofe our account of the treat- * !
ment, which the wretched Africans under- it
go while in the bands of the firff receivers,
ithout mentioning an inftance of wanton
varbarity, which happened fome time ago;
}*.i:‘tfk.‘.;f.;:'?d‘.' as it may be inferted with pro- "
priety in the prefent place, and may give

1 PPl Dl S0 e T AT P e
the reader a better idea of the crueltiés, to

which they are continually expofed, than :'
1 1 2 = # P !
any that he may have yet conceived. To
= 1 B i el 1
avoid making a miftake, we fhall take the
>

liberty that ]1;1.'3 been allowed us, and tran-

{cribe it from a little manufeript account,

3 with which we have ‘been favoured bv a

1l 2 = : s » -
_ *perfon of the firieft integrity, and
! 1 - . v - - -
who was at that time in the place where
1 oo : < AT
the tranfa&ion happened. ¢ Not long
i =
<t Iy P3¢ P e e iz i 2
¢ alter, 1lays he, (continuing his accoun )
id Chis gentleman 15 at prefent it 1n | 1 g
Y1 or ot i J | 0
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cerned,  -He was {o l.-'L;!i___-.E:'.,_-' as to furnith him with the writ-
tal ten account alluded to, interfperfed only with {uch inftances, f 'L
it s he himfelf could undertake to anfwer for. The author, i - 98
el - - _ e - : [ L)
as he has never met with thefe inftances before, and as they ’1“
re of fuch high authority, intends to tranfcribe two or three . i} 1
1= of them, and infert them in the fourth chapter. They will be a
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the perpetrator of a cruel murder, com-
mitted in open day light, in the moft
publick part of a town, which was the
feat of government, efcaped every other
notice than the curfes of a few of the
more humane witnefles of his barbarity,
An officer of a Guinea fhip, who had the
care of a number of new flaves, and was
returning from the fale-yard to the veflel
with fuch as remained unfeld, obferved 2
ftout fellow among them rather flow in
his motions, which he therefore quicken-
ed with hisrattan. The ﬂ-.m: {oon after-
wards fell down, and was raifed by the
fame application. Moving - forwards 2
rds, he fell down again ; and this
being taken as a proof of his fullen per-
verfe {pirit, the enraged officer furioufly
repeated his blows till he expired at his
fect. The brute coolly ordered fome of
the furviving flaves to carry the dead body
to the water’s fide, where, without any
ceremony or delay, being thrown into
the fea, the tragedy was {uppofed to have

been immedi: LLL]} finifhed | n} the not morc

1

1.Li'.=ih', with which the harbour

(2]

e

.1 {
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¢¢ thenabounded. Thefe voracious fith were
¢ fuppofed to have followed the vefiels from
¢¢ the coaft of Africa, in which ten thoufand
flaves were imported in that one feafon,
‘¢ being allured by the ftench, and daily fed
by the dead carcafies thrown overboard
‘¢ on the voyage.™

If the reader fhould obferve here, that
cattle are better protected in this country,
than flaves .in the colonies, his obfervation
will be juft. The beaft which is driven to
market, is defended by law from the goad
of the driver ; whereas the wretched Afri-
can, though an human being, and whofe
feelings receive of courfe a double poignan-
cy from the power of reflection, is unnoticed
in this refpect in the colonial céde, and may
be goaded and beaten till he expires.

3}

We may now take our leave of the fir/
recetvers. Their crime has been already
eftimated ; and to reafon farther upon it,
would be unneceffary.. For where the con-
du& of men is fo manifeftly impious, there
can be no need, either of a fingle argument or
a refleCtion; as every reader of fenfibility
will anticipate them in his own feelings.

T4 CHAP.
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GSpre AP —TIE
When the wretched Africans are thus put
into the hands of the __j tcond receivers, they

: |

awconveuu to the plan tations, where l]u._\_r

are totally confidered as caztle, or beafls of

-

labour ; their very children, if any fhould be
born to them in that iitLt.f;T.iuI‘!, 'lu"t]“ul;,; pi revi-
oufly deftined to the condition of their pa-
rents.  But here a queftion arifes, which
will" interrupt the thread of the narration
for a little time, viz. how far their delcen-
dants, who compofe the fifth order of flaves,
are juftly reduced to fervitude, and upon what
principles the recezvers defend their conduct.

Authors have been at great pains to in-
1y, in the ancient f{ervitude, the
child has uniformly followed the condi-
tion of the mother. But we conceive that
they would have faved themfelves much
trouble, and have done themfelves more
credit, if inftead of e:niu;wonrin:: to recon-
cile the cuftom with beatben notions, or their
own laboured t_‘nnjti‘t:z:‘u;-s:, they had {hewn
its inconfiftency with reafon and nature,
and its repugnancy to common juftice.

‘ : ;

Suffice it to fay, that the whole theory of
the ancients, with refpe@ to the defcen-

dants
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dants of flaves, may be reduced to this
principle, ¢ that as the parents, by becom-
¢ ing property, were wholly confidered as
¢ cattle, their children, like zbe progeny of
‘¢ cattle, inherited their parental lot.”

Such alfo is the excufe of the tyrannical
receivers before-mentioned.  Fhey allege,
they have purchafed the parents, that
hem as the

pleafe, that they pofiefs them under the

{fame laws and limitations as their cattle,

and that their children, like the progeny

of thefe, become their property &y bireb.
But the abfurdity of the argument will

immediately appear. It depends wholly on

the {uppofitign, that the parents are édruzes,

If they are bdrufes, we thall inftantly ceafe to

] F

48

contend : if they are men, which we ‘think

o g B B LR = : - - = i

it not diflicult to prove, the argument muft

- 7¢ I 1 ] .

immediately fall, as we have already thewn
)

1 . 1 4 1
that there cannot juftly be any property what-

ever in the buman [fpecies,
wt A

pre al
YCAI L.Ll al

[t has a fo, in the fecond part

|
of this Effay, that as nature made every
man’s body and mind bis own, {o no juf
perfon can be reduced to {lavery againft his

own confent, Do the unfortunate offspring

CVYCI
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ever confent to be flaves? They are flaves
from their birth.—Are they guilry of crimes,

I'hey are flaves

that they lofe their freedom?
when they cannot {peak.—Are their parents

14

abandoned ? The crimes of the parents can-

not juftly extend to the children.
rr'l ’ ) 1 - - - 1 2 .
[hus then muit the tyrannical recervers,

1

who prefume to fentence the children of
{laves to fervitude, if they mean to difpute
upon the juftice of their caufe; either allow
them to have been Jrutes from their birth

-

or to have been guilty of crimes at a time,
when they were incapable of offending the
very King of Kings.

C ! Yy P (0

'—-<
-

But to return to the narration. When
the wretched Africans are conveyed to the
p]untations, they are confidered as seafls ¢
labour, and are put to their refpetive work.,
Having led, in their own country, a life of

indolence and eafe, where the earth brings

I"-""; 1" ntang 1'||.]'.' T v 17 I.-.r-.-ﬁ- r.*- 1‘{'.'« ") i
Tortn 1pontaneoully tne comiorts or iwre, and
i J :

e oy P el ] = hi +F

1parcs iik,'.ll_]ifl‘l'l]‘, the toil and trouble oi

1 o

culivatuon, ey can ;.i.-.:Ljr"" be & (pected to
.1':
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ndure the drudn ries of fervitude. QCalen-
lations are =cc0:di 1igly made upon their
lives. It is conjeltured, that if three in four

{furvive what is called the eafoning, the

bargain is highly favourable, This feafon-

ing 1s faid to expire, when the two firft
vears of their fervitude are completed : It
is the time which an African muft take to

be able to endure the common labour

of a plantation, and to be put into the
gang.- At the end of this period the calcu-

lations become verified, *zwenty  thoufand

One third of the whole number imported, is often com-
puted to be loft in the feafoning, which, in round numbers,
will be 27000, The 1ofs in thc feafoning depends, ina great

mealure, on two circumilances, viz. on the number of whatare

0 o o By B 5

call efufe flaves thatare imp n,.ﬂ\-tﬂl.‘kt” ‘n,u.u[ W
land i1n the colony. In the Q"!r nch windward iflands of '\:,-;--_':..
nico, and Guadaloupe, which are cleared and highly cultivated

...... ur ol o t1, 1Nng ¥ [e
:
3 & L I 1C] 1 14 ', XOI M. 1 L I]
Y
1IN, Wil € LIC 1 L L Q IEW LAILC I 1 taken
" 14 el 7 i -

1nto culture, and 1 : lame 11 ion, th
renarn o nranarfian iaclvdinirrefuledlavet. & fotind 5 he one
réneral proporfion, INCllding Teiult Udyes, s jounc o DE onec
P A | | Py s 3 a TRz rm ty 1 P { gy " R e
third. 1 his therefore 15 a lower éiimate than the Iormer,
" i " Bt S 2 = " F T - LZinvus
and redu the n to about 23000. We may obferve,

that this 1s the common ellimarte, but we naye reduced it to

~ f S ]
LU0O00 10 mMaKe 11 IIrCe IO &il O
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of thofe, . who are annually imported, dy-

ing ‘before the feafoning is over. This is

{furely an horrid and awful confideration :

and thus does it appear, (and let it be re-
- =

membered, that it is the loweft calculation

1 - I s s 1 % |
that has been ever made upon the fubjelt)

e

hat out of every annual {upp

s
nippea Irom I.ht.- coalt of ;\LiilLil, S jerey

—

;_-;'?_-m'ﬁ;;;,.” Jives are regularly expended, even
before it can be faid, that there is really any
additional ftock for the colonies.

When the feafoning is over, and the f{ur-

vivors are thus enabled to endure the ufual

tafk of flaves, they are confidered as real and

e O, SRR e S Dl ) 4 P et e ‘.
ihn!Ldll’.L-_Ll lU':\'PllL:-. 1 rom tnis l\."z“u-n_{
I i
L T ey ) o Ry G {P L et .
therelore we ins !‘ GACICripoe tHeclr iituation.
= g T
2 ¢
t Including the number that perifh on the vovare, and
1 ) t J- P R el L L

the feafoning. It 1s generally thought that

the number purchafed can be confidered as an additional ftock,

and of courfe that $o,000 are confumed within
vears from their embarkation.

# That part of the account, that has been hitherto given

extéends ta all the Europeans and their colonifts. who are.c
LLCTIAS L all Tne LUropcdns 4nd Lnelr COLIONLILS, WAO ard COll=-

[ th ) L but v {orry that we mu#f
now make a diftinétion, and confine the remaining part of i
to the colonilts of the Britith Well India iflands, and to

t i ‘-. 1 \‘ 1 wplo

L - —
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They are fummoned at five in the morn-
ing to begin their work. ’I}‘,i:: WOrk “may
be divided into two kinds, the culture of
the fields, and the colle€tion of grafs for
cattle. The laft is the moft: laborious and
intolerable employment; as the gra{s can
only be collected blade by blade, and is to
be fetched frequently twice a day at'a con-

1 1 . e

tha = lamtads -
11 the piantation. i

e |
44 F

W R ol for -
liderabple diitance Irol

—

thefe two occupations they are jointly taken

up, with no other intermiffion than that
of taking their fubfiftence twice, till nine

at night. They then feparate for their re-
(pective huts, when they gather fticks, pre-
pare their {upper, and attend ‘their families.
Th]s L‘I'ﬂpll))'b them till midnight, when
they go to reft. Such is their daily way
ui life for rather more than half the year.

"'v are fixteen hours, including two in-

1

1IC1L0 [11dl—-

tervals at meals, 1n the fervice of t

1

ment of {laves is different in the two parts of the world lal

ntioned, we fhall content ourfelves with defcribing it, as it

il ' - - . - ¥ ]l a Fi R | - - Yl
cifts in one of them, and we fhall afterwards annex fuch

treatment and f{uch c{".nlcql.wncc:, as are applicable to Goth.

account as umiver/ully, but only gemerally, true.

We have only to add, that the reader muft not confider our
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ters: they are employed zbree afterwards in
\ 2 their own neceflary concerns; five only re-
| i main for fleep, and their day is finifhed.
During the remaining portion of the
year, or the time of crop, the nature, as
well “as the time of their employment, is
confiderably changed. - The whole gang is t
cenerally divided into two or three bodies.
One -of thefe, befides the ordinary labour
of the day, 15 kept in turn at the mills,
that are conftantly going, during the whole
I of the night. This is a dreadful encroach- a

before too fhort to permit them I_wi'i"a-:-cf.“rlv

! ‘ ment upon their time of reft, which was
to refrefh their wearied limbs, and actually I
reduces their ”t"-i.‘j’i} as 'Ic'-]'!'_J; as this E‘L‘RI‘O]}
lafts, to about three hours and an half a
night, upon a moderate *computation. P
Thofe who can keep their eyes open during

their nightly labour, and are willing to refift .

, the drowfinefs that is continually coming il

(i) upon them, are prefently worn out; while

p
: ¢ This computation is made on a fuppofiti g
is divided into three bodies; we call ; ;.
becaule the gang 15 f.l'ccltu-'='l1}' ed 11 (>
'\-! mift theref s 15b 1 = g i "
il muil therciore iet upalternately every olzer nigi

i e
10IME
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{fome of thofe, who are overcome, and who
feed the mill between afleep and awake,
fuffer, for thus obeying the calls of nature,
by the + lofs of a limb. In this manner
they go on, with little or no re(pite from
their work, till the crop feafon is over, when
the year (from the time of our firft defcrip-

tion) is completed.

To f{upport a life of fuch unparalleled
drudgery, we fhould at leaft expe& to find,
that they were comfortably clothed, and
p]cntil"ull_\' fed. But fad reverfe! thev have
fcarcely a covering to defend themfelves

againft the inclemency of the night. Their
provifions are i"rcquuu]y bad, and are alwavs
dealt out to them with fuch a fparing hand,

that the means of a bare livelihood are not

nlaced within the reach of four out of five

of thefe unhappy people. It is a fact, that
many of the diforders of {laves are contraéted

from eating the vegetables, which their little

An hand or arm being frequently ground off.

& M

I'he reader will {fcarcely believe it, but 1t 15 a fat, that a

1al allowance from his mafter, for provifions, cloth-
i

R BE e L SRl Lot h S ot i e s RS e -
Ing, medicines wien JiCk, NGy 15 !1:“]1\:\.7 UPOn 21k AVErage,

10 thirty (hillings,

B iy T v
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fpots produce, before they are fufficiently
ripe : .a clear indication, that the calls of
hunger are frequently {o prefling, as not to
fuffer them to wait, till they can really en-
joy them.

This fituation, of a want of the common
neceflaries of life, added to that of hard and
continual labour, muft be fufficiently pain-
ful of itfelf. How then muft the pain be
fharpened, if it be accompanied with feve-

= - - { 1
rity ! if an unfortunate {lave does not come

i

into the field exaétly at the appointed time,
if, drooping with ficknefs or fatigue, he ap-
pears to work unwillingly, or if the bundle
of grafs that he has been collelting, appears
too fmall in the eye of the overfeer, he is
equally {ure of experiencing the whip.  This
in{trument erafes the ikin, and cuts out fmall
portions of the flefh-at almoft every ftroke ;
and is fo frequently applied, that the fmack
of it is all day long in the ears of thofe,
who are in the vicinity of the plantations.
This feverity of mafters, or managers, to their

flaves. which is confidered only as common

|
difcipline, is attended with bad effects. It
enables them to behold inftances of cruelty

without

irrr-
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without commiferation, and to be guilty of
them without remorfe. Hence thofe many
acts of deliberate mutilation, that have taken

place on the flighteft occafions : hence thofe

many acts of inferiour, though fhock

g cking,
barbarity, that have taken place without

any occafion atall : * the very llitting of ears

has been confidered as an opcration, 10 per-
feCtly devoid of pain, as to have been
|

formed for no other reafon

which a brand is fet upon cattle, a

S4a mark
o an
of properiy.
o i o
YT e i T I e P OB ety ALY 1.1
But this is not the only effect, which this

feverity produces: for while it hardens theic

hearts, and makes them infenfible of the

© * A boy having reccived fix flaves as a prefent

L3 M v s satals T3¢ Y - o
irom Iis f.-.a’.u.'i', immediately {lit their ears for the
following reafon, that as his father was a wl i

: - 1k 1 e

“ he might ¢laim them in . tl ]2

We do not mention thi confi naf
1O wWiich 1t 15 annexed, anl L1 e no cau 1

. - . de ' .
we ought to be 1n g1ving credit t be advan I

- e e - h G i A e w2
written 1n defence of llavery,

........

whoa have nevear

— —— o
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Imiicry of their Jcilu'—.-‘-.’-L:';.Lthn_-'»_. 1€ m:;::t.a a

turn J‘DE' wanton k'i'l!;'}:ﬁ". S a P]'L‘Uf of

this, we fhall mention one, among the
many inftances that occur, where ingenuity

has been exerted in contriving modes of
torture. ¢ Aniron coflin, with holes in it,

cept bv a certain colonift, as an

€6 s :
¢ auxiliary to the lafli. In this the poor
¢ giim of the mafter’s refentment was
““inclofed, and placed f{ufficiently near

fire, to occaiion extreme pain, and con-
o I-,-ri'.a-;;tl*-, (hricks and groans; until the

€ revenee 0l the mafter was 1...{J.'-_LL"_.]_A_ WL

‘¢ out any other i1nconvenience on Nis part,

¢¢ than a temporary f{uf
| o

cn o B B 1 s = et
¢¢ labou I1iad he D 1 HHOgOoCEd [0 death
£ i i 1 1 i r
¢ or his lim mutilated, the intereit or th

: 14 1} {114
< Brutal tvrant would have fuf
¢ qrreparable lofs

L al ok
I

>y S
¢« Tn mentioning this inftance, we d

e
¢ pot mean to infinuate, that it is com-
a . 1
“ mon. We know that it was reprobated
¢« by many. All that we would infer from

¢ it 1s, that where men are habituated to

<« o {yftem of feverity, they become wan
“roLgnly ¢ ::*r.x/, and that the mere toleration

*
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of fuch an inftrument of torture, in any
““ country, 1s a clear indication, zhat this
e ‘.L'.’..‘r;.‘.('i";.' LJ-,., .'/j el !rJ"_-p’ 710t .:"."_"\-_."'_'" r‘.",’__-'_e}l
€ the proteclion of f;’h} laws, that may be
[ 4

f“f'..-'._«’;'.f,-'.-:":'.f to bave been enafled in their

¢ favour.”’

Such then is the eeneral fituation of the
unfortunat [ricai Thev are beaten and
tortured at difcretion. They are b dly cloth-

ed. Theyare miferably fed. Their drudgery

1s intenfe and inceflant, and their ret {hort.

For {carcely are their heads reclined, {carcely
have their l:-odi;:ﬁ a refpite from the labour
of the day, or the cruel hand of the over-

eer, but they arefummoned to renew their

forrows. In this manner they go on from

3 . B s ergi § s T U’

year to year, 1in a {tate of the loweft degra-
e ! 7 - ’ -".‘-.T. ' ixr # ry T (3
aation, without a 1 1 ZIE AW fto proteci

1 - ’ 1 ol nod ERCN P 'y < )
them, without the pofiibility of redrefs
L | 1 4 2 oy = at . 1
without a hope that their f{ituation will be

terminate the

L

s general {ituation of

o ¢ NAaRAR e T a1l PP [

LI1CIE UNniortanate !-u"ih".. WE 111al]l Now tage
A i

8. Ak anma o g Lo s Bop : thab At

CLICE O the common conie 1 UCRCES-TNAT AFE

L!L'.L:Ih]l it, u‘iiHI. 4;]-“&_. LtiICIl 1Epa
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rately, as they refult either from long and
painful labour, a want of the common necef-
faries of life, or continual fverizy.

Opprefled by a daily talk of fuch immo-
derate labour as human nature is utterly
unable to perform, many of them run away
from their mafters. They fly to the receffes
of the mountains, where they choofe rather
to live upon any thing that the {oil affords
them, nay, the very f{oil itfelf, than return
to that bappy fituation, which is reprefented
by the recervers, as the condition of a {lave.
i

ppens, that the manager

of a mountain plantation, fa

It fometimes ha
§ 1in with
one of thefe; he immediately feizes him,
and threatens to carry him to his former
maflter, unlefs he will confent to live
on the mountain and cultivate his ground.
When his: plantation is put in order, he
carries the delinquent home, abandons him
to all the fuggeftions of defpotick rage, and

-

accepts a reward for his Aonefly. The un-

happy wretch is chained, {courged, tortur-
i o =

3
ed - and all this, becaufe he obeyed the dic-
tates of nature, and wanted to be free. And

s 1 1 i
who is there, that would not have done the

1ame
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fame thing, in the fame fituation ? Who- is

there, that has once known the charms of
3

liberty, that would not fly from de{potifin?

And yet, by the impious laws of the rece:-

- o

e,

wvers, the * abfence of fix months from the
lath of tyranny is ——death,

But this law is even mild, when com-

1 = .1 . eyl 5 R, Sie T <
parea with another againit the lame ofience,
1 | = g f - v At T .=
Cil Wwas 1n Igrce iometime ago, 4and

which we fear is even now in force, in fome
of thofe colonies which this account of
the treatment -comprehends. ¢ Advertife-

ments have frequently appeared there,
‘“ offering a reward for the apprehending
“ of fugitive flaves either alive or dead.

The following inftance was given us by
““ a perfon of unqueitionable veracity, un-

‘¢ der whofe owa obfervation it fell. As

iff, fuperintends his
execution, and the maifter receives the value of the {lave from

the publick treafury. Wemay obferve here, that in all cafes

where the delinquent is a criminal of the ftate, he is executed,
and his valoe is received in the fame manner. Heistried and
onde two.or three juftices of the peace, and without
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¢« he was travelling in one of the colonies
¢¢ alluded to, he obferved {fome people in
¢« purfuit of a poor wretch, who was feek-
¢ ing in the wildernefs an afylum from his

)

¢¢ labours. He heard the difcharge of
¢¢ oun, and foon afterwards ftopping at an
¢« houfe for refrethment, the head of the
¢ fugitive, ftill reeking with blood, was
¢ brought in and laid upon a table with

¢« exultation. The pn‘_:-d:.:climl of {uch

¢¢ trophy was the proof required by low to
¢¢ entitle the heroes to theirreward.” Now
reader determine if you can, who were the
moft execrable; the rulers of the {tate in

]

authorizing murder, or the people in being

bribed to commit it.
Ml # ; 1 r
1 NIS 18 ONE OI 1NE€ cOMMOon coniequences

of that immoderate fhare of labour, which
is impofed upon them; nor is that, which
is the refult of a fcanty allowance of food,
lefs to be lamented, The wretched African
1s often fo deeply pierced by the excrucia-
ting fangs of hunger, as almoft to be driven

to defpair. What is he to do in fucha
trying {ituation ¢ Let him apply to the re-

Y ATaet =&} oy o e
Celvers. .’*.-[nl;': the maijeity or ? ECCITVET [P
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is too facred for the appeal, and the intru-

{ion would be fatal. Thus attacked on the
one hand, and fhut out from every pofiibi-
lity of relief on the other, he has only the
choice of being ftarved, or of relieving his
neceflities }‘l}"-t.l[-'.';ﬂ_‘;' a {mall portion of the
fruits of his own labour. Horrid crime!
to be found eating the cane, which proba-

bly his own hands have planted, and to be

L'.:.T..i.'i‘i:_ i.f, [‘.tL.'i_'.‘.i.li‘; 5” ]1,““'@ were prel-
fing I This crime however is of fuch a mag-
nitude, as always to be accompanied with
the whip ; and {fo unmercifully has it been
applied on fuch an occafion, as to have been
the caufe, in wet weather, of the delin-
quent’s death.  But the finart of the whip
has not been the only pain that the wretch-
ed Africans have experienced. Any thing
that paffion could feize, and convert into
an inftrument of punifhment, has been ufed

\nada, ,"JL_.\_L:Li tO reidte [NE VEery EgKnir€ 1as

1 : f oo/ g ey o P
not 1."L,'L':'1 tl'n,.;lit_‘.l].r-',t":,'i 10 I}}f.' i1t O1 I‘;l'.t_ll.-.-. =
i S 13+ QN e o S Ao
LLAdrs Nave DEEN ‘Ili, ‘..,}.'\.-" Nave DECI1 DEatchn

] T . ey ¥ T
out, and bones have been broken ; anc
e ,'l 1 & Laiw 1 2 B SO P E, ie
trequently has this been the cafe, that it has

.....
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difinterefted pc()plc, who out of curiofity
have attended the * markets to which thefe
unhappy people weekly refort, that they
have not been able to turn their eyes on any
group of them whatever, but they have be-

held thefe inhuman marks of paflion, def-

potifm, and caprice,

But thefe inftances of barbarity have not

been able to deter them from fimilar pro-

]

ceedings. And indeed, how can it be ex-

1~

}'-‘eﬂ'cd that tf!-;.ff {thould ? Thev have {till

{ -

the {ame appetite: to- be- fatisfied as before,
and to drive them to defperation. ‘Ihey

. | m* " T *
creep out clandeftinely by night, and go in

{fearch of food 1nto their maftes s, or iome

neighbouring = plantation. But here: they

s s S = BRT B * 11 1 -
watchman, who will be punifhed himf{elf,

. g -
I

if he negleéts his duty, frequently feizes
them in the fa&. No excufe or intreaty
will avail ; he muft punifh them for an ex-

ample, and he muft punith them, not with
- P:.—,

33

by dilintereired DEOPIE, W0 WeErt Ligre 10T Liree o1 JLL

rticularly 1n Jamaica. ["hele ob{ervations were made

[

s
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a {tick, nor with a whip, but with a cutlafs,
Thus it happens, that thefe unhappy flaves,
if they aretaken, are cither fent away man-
gled in a barbarous manner, or are killed
upon the ff'mt.

We may now mention the confequences
of - the feverity.  The wretched Africans,

daily {ubjeéted to the lath, and unmercifally

+
=
-

-
J

\‘.'}'li}"l and beaten on every _.CL'_“'_‘_H(J_’)’

have been found to refilt their opp«

L1!lji‘..1!‘(114.}lillhhs crime! that they fhould have

the feelings of nature! that their breafts

-

fhould glow with refentment on an injury!

a

=y

hat ‘they fhould be {o far overcome, as to

¥+ +h - | ) e i -
refift thofe, whom they are under no obliga-
- o

tions to obey, and whefe only title to their

=

lervices confifts in & violation of the riglhes aj

men | What has been ~the confequence?—
But here let us- fpare “the feelings of the

reader, (we wilh we could {pare our own)

and let us only fay, without a recital of the
( [".H.‘l‘."‘.'.. that tJ.'.'.-’:-'}' bhave been murdered at

diferetion of their maflers. For let the rea-
ler obferve, that the life of an African is

only valued at a price, that would fcarcely
. %
e mafter has a

power

!
[
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‘-..r:

power of murdering his flave, if he pays but
a trifling fine; and that the murder muft be

".t:u.II'Ltii._'ﬂ with uncommon LII'CUT]\ih':I‘.L'CE (6}

d

horrour, if it even produces an inquiry.

- of our invalua-

e - 1 i [ .;‘-- ..Y.” .
ble conftitution ! parent of the civil blef-

cite our love and \‘i’i".'\';'.iiiLJi}, who haft for-
bidden us, thy pofterity, to tremble at the
frown of tyrants | how ought they to per-
pr:tu:;t:: th*," name, as venerable, to the re-
noteft ages, who has fecured, even to the
mtum‘:if Icrvamt, a fair and impartial trial !

Y . 1
How much does nature approve thy laws,

as confiftent with her own feelings, while
fhe abfolutely turns pale, trembles, and re-
coils, at the inftitutions of thefe receivers!
Execrable men! you do not murder the
horfe, on which you only ride ; you do not

mutilate the cow, which only affords you
her milk ; you do not torture the dog, which
is but a partial fervant of your pleafures:
but thefe unfortunate men, from whom
you derive your very pleafures and your
fortunes, you torture, mutilate, murder at

difcretion ! Sleep then vou recervers, 1f you

f

it
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can, while you fcarcely allow thefe unfor=
tunate people to reft atall | fealt if you can,

and indulge your genius, while you daily

o ST o - 1 = S
apply to thefe unfortunate people the ftings
| B | o & 4 o

Colanrire b nrie] } ] e 1 3 i ey e
of ieverity and nungeéer! exult in IICNEs, at
o p—

at which even avarice ought to fhudder, and

deteft !

Some E‘-COP]J may f{uppofe, from the me-
lancholy account that has been given in the
preceding chapter, that we have been abfo-
lutely dealing in romance: that the fcene

| P BT | ~ Sy
exhibited is rat

er a dreary picture of the
imagination, than a reprefentation of fac.
Would to heaven, for the honour 6f human
nature, that this were really the cafe! We
with we could fay, that we have no teftimony
to produce for any of our aflertions, and that

el b T E # i P e T =T o | re - oy '8
our delcription o1 tne gecneral treatment ol

r

1 -
(laves has been greatly exagoerated.
) B e 1 ¢ SR 1
But the receivers, notwithitanding the
Gl DR R Ll (gt s N rmmet | e Sl W St I S W
1aMmple and diinterelced i.\JL'.'..lL'..., that can pe

broucht on the occafion, do not admit the
4 >

14

L]:'_'EL'i'ii'.'L_la_E!L to be true.

-

hey fay firft,

< that
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¢« that if the flavery were {uch as has been

\ . ¢ now 1-ej~.ri:i'::ntcd, no human being could

|\_l £4 poﬁ‘.b]y fuppm't it long.” T;\J’Iclall::hu]y e

‘ ' truth! the wretched Africans generally
erifh 1n their prime  Let them refle upon s

i- perifh in their j Let tl flect uj :

the prodigious fupplies that are arnually ‘

1
| e

required, and their argument will be noth-
ing lefs than a confeflion; that the flavery
has been juftly depicted.

They appeal next to every man’s own
reafon, and defire him to think ferioufly,

whether ¢ felf-intereft will not alwavs re-

— %
— 5.
&

"~

(3

\ , ¢ {train the mafter from aéts of cruelty to

—
-,
-
—

the flave, and whether fuch aecounts

e tE“.r-._-I'cfn;‘n‘C_. as the F{HL'j;jfril‘:_ff_‘. do' not con- s
tain within themfelves, their own refu- l]
«« tation.” We anfwer, ¢ No."” For if 1

, this reftraining principle be as powerful

it is imagined, why does not the general

conduct of men afford us a better picture!
What is imprudence, or what is vice, but
I3 a departure from every man’s own intereft,
\ and yet thefe are the chara&erifticks of more

half the world ?——

than
—But, to come more clofely to the pre-

o Ao S i e 1 1
! 1INt C ale 3 Ifl'. .'.,' =tIRLCTrerir W ]1 LG
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weak barrier againft the fallies of paflion -
F;fr:icul;irly where it has been daily indul-
ged in its greateft latitude, and there are no

laws to reftrain its calamitous effets. If

the obfervation be true, that paflion is 2
thort madnefs, then it is evident that {elf-
intereft, and every other confideration,” muft
be loft, fo long as it continues. We can-
not have a ftronger inftance of this, thanin

1

y circumf{tance related in the fecond part of

-

tiais Effay, < that though the Africans have

oone to war for the exprefs purpofe-of

procuring flaves, yet fo great has been their
| - - [ -

refentment at the refiftance they have fre-
auently found, that their paflion has entire-

ly got the better of their wmrerefl, and they
have murdered all without any difcrimina-

, : s
tion, either of age or fex.” Sucl

1 may be
prefumed to be the cafe with the no lefs
favage receivers. Impreflfed with the moft
].L-_Ll-rhu and tyrannical notions, eafily pro-
> g e 1 =i i I' I 1 e ” el
voked, accuftomed to indulge their ang
and, above all, habituated to fcenes of cru-
elty, and unawed by the fear of laws, they

will hardly be found to be exempt from the

common failings of human nature, and to

{ -
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I - IS W e ’ - IU-1
o [ (a8 | = * :1-1. c Adlv. WYy sy ) | 1nen
fpare an unlucky f{lave, at a time when me;

of cooler temper, and better regulated paf-
fions, are {o frequently blind to their own
intereft.

2 L e {3 ard
But it pajion majy be {uppofed to be gene-
1 1

rally more than a ballance for nrereff, how

1' _ g 1

muft the fcale be turned i1n favour of the

melancholy picture exhibited, when we re-
fle& that felf-prefervation additionally fteps
in, and demands the moft rigorous_feverity
For when we confider that where there is
one mafter, there are ff#

11 £

= S F i, St A5y JSR
latter have been all forcibly

[hu—
-
—
-
— !
(o
et
[
[
-
r

country, and are retained in their prefent

fituation by violence; that they are perpe-
tually at war in their hearts with their op-
preflors, and are continually cherithing the
qu'c';{}.:? (11- !‘L"\"L'H:H’!_'; 1t 18 c;\-'i_[;;;;-t 1}]-3{ even

avarice herfelf, however cool and deliberate,
however free from paffion and caprice, mufl
facrifice her own fordid feelings, and adopt
a f}-‘ii'-—:m of tyranny and ;‘_@}‘.i‘r;'{;;f;\;;;, which
it muft be ruinous to purfue.

Thus then, if no picture had been drawn
of the fituation of flaves, and it had been
left folely to every man's fober judgment to

, .
determine,

(&)

]
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determine, what it might probably be; he
would conclude, that if the fituation were
juftly defcribed, the page muft be frequent-
ly ftained with aéts of uncommon cruelty.

It remains only to make a reply to an
objection, that is ufually advanced againft

particular inftances of cruelty to flaves, as
recorded by various writers. It is faid that

«« {fome of thefe are fo inconceivably, and
, : =
““ beyond all example inhuman, that their

¢ very e excels above the common meafure of

“ cruelty fhews them at once exaggerated
¢ and incredible.” But their credibility
fhall be eftimated by a {fuppofition, Let
us {uppofe that the following inftance had
been recorded by a writer of the higheft

L

reputation, ¢ that the mafter of a fthip,

¢“ bound to the weftern colonies with flaves,
““ on a prefumption that many of them
¢ would die, feleCted an bundrea thi

““ tawo of the moft fickly,
““ to be thrown into I}L {ta, to recover
their value from the infurers, and, above
‘ all, that the fatal order was put into exe-
““ cution.” What would the reader have
thought on the occafion? Would he have

believed
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believed the fa&t? It would have furely
ftagoered his faith ; becaufe he could never
have heard that any one man ever was, and

could never have fuppofed  that any one

1

man ever could be, guilty of the murder of

/ﬂg‘,{') a ,-f{ of llla IC11OW Creactures. };Tii

. L

lell 1UCIl a 14C¢° a8

when he 1s informed t

this came  before-# a court of juftice in this
very country ; that it happened within the

laft five years ; that hundreds can come for-
wards and fay, that they heard the melan-
choly evidence with tears; what bounds is
he to place to his belief? The great God,
who looks down upon all his creatures with
the fame impartial eye, feems to have in-

fatuated the parties concerned, that they

might bring the horrid circumftance to
light, that it might be recorded in the
annals of a publick court, as an authentick
{pecimen of the treatment which the un-
fortunate Africans undergo, and at the fame

It

time, as an argument to fthew, that there

® The action was brought by the owners apainft the under
writers, to recover the value of the murderea
1

tried at Guildhall.
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is no fpecies of cruelty, that is recorded to
have been exercifed upon thefe wretched
people, fo enormous that it may not readily
/’c’ {{".’./:.'-L"l’ L'.L’GJ.

S S T e AR

[f the treatment then, as before defcribed,
1s confirmed by reafon, and the great credit
that is due to difinterefted writers on the
{ubject ; if the unfortunate Africans are ufed,
as if their fleth were {ftone, and their vitals
brafs ; by what arguments do you receivers
defend your conduct ?

You fay that a great part of your favage
treatment confifts in punithment for real
offences, and frequently for fuch offences,
as all 'civilized nations have concurred in

punithing. ‘The firft charge that you exhi-

bit againft them is fpecifick, it is that of

Bl 3 - Y — e G L L e S
.-".’.':'J“‘. L’J\;L IH:'\‘. Mucil ratner ougnt yvyou e~

o

1
|

¥ _ 2ok .
ceivers to bluth, who reduce them to {uch

a fituation! who reduce them to the dread-

ful '.':]E-L'I‘II;'.*L'I‘.'L', that they muft either Jf}'-;.-;!

% B T i - L e i o o
or peryfb ! How much rather ought you
recervers to be confidered as robbers your-

1 4:1"p,-\.
.IA AWl wily

o ——



o T

—

3 P o \ - 'r' - T T h‘..\ & L =
2 ON THE SLAVYERY AND CoOMMERCI

to Jl'li.__' 17 A 'I'.’iil _f :‘1\ -::.l

- 1 e = e f
crime, who are ro/
e 1 " s N = 3
The next charge which you exhibit againft

. - - 1 fn Tl yye .

them, is 1] 1t 1s that of revetiion ; a
f {fuch a latitude, that you can ian}\.m;

-

wlciig AL

- ] ! o e FUREE LSRRl L
it upon almolt every action, and oi {fuch a
&

. 1 N
that you always annex to 1t the moft

= 8
But what a contradic

Nnaturc,

C—:{Ci‘uuﬁting 1_11111].

. . * + R e pp g 1S i e ST EOS
tion is this to common fenfe! Have the
wretched Africans formally refiened their

{ 1 - T ok = 1 I"‘ c -
freedon Have you any other claim upor
et - o ; i e g 3
et {1 & 1o { R et I o & =
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they are not rebellious.
But what do you l.l'.' to that Jf_:;];_; catal
ffences, which you punifh, and o

(Jr Ol11C ’ l 3

nop coj le [\11 :.'t_JLli'[LL'-. €S 1akC COZN1ZANC
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1idom of legillation

all? You f{ay that the wildom cg

has inferted it in the colonial laws, and 11

I‘ i & - ]
vou punifh' by authority. But do you al
. L ] i L1 . +1 +
lude to that execraple cCcodg, Uil

/ o 4 pp— 3 ™ ] -‘; i 1.0}
murder 2 that tempts an unou nded perion
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to kill the flave, that abhors and fies your
fervice ? that delegates a power, which no
hoft of men, which not all. the world, can
poflefs P

Or,~—What do you fay to that daily un-
merited feverity, which you confider only as
common difcipline ? Here you fay that the

Africans are vicious, that they are all of

them :.!L-L'.zzi:f-:w;‘.j that YOou mulit of neceliiity
e i ] e e | 1

be fevere. But can they be well-difpofed
to their onpreflors? In their own o S
tO LICII (.f_l.-j‘.'L.l._Jlt--_ T - tCIT OWN country

4 -
they were juait, o« nerous, ]1-".,':L.',.'71L : niT_;..|l-
ties, which all the African hiftorians allow

them eminently to i*'.i-'iia.'i*:. If then they are

1s, they muft have contraéted many of
their vices from yourielves; and as to thei

r
OWn nNative viCes, 1T any nave been Ia.-‘;i"'i'l':ft’f.i

o s are i vt armiahle S
WIth i..’l-..'i;]l, ol LIICY IOt allll LI, WILICTL

1 L | : Sl
comparea with yours

1 1 + 1 xxr] !
u LIk )y LilC CAl b f
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LeCIl '.'1 tNErta: m 1 lnr Ll = o Y [ P | | & o

~ AL TR e ¥ S P st o ey 7 SR e
their conduct mt..lh inexcufable, and, in-
ftead of diminithing at all, highly aggra-

vates tncir guiit,
_ &
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el A—PRo_ VEL

We come now to that other fyftem of
reafoning, which is always applied, when
the former is confuted ; ¢ that the Africans
¢ are an inferiour link of the chain of
‘¢ nature, and are made for flavery.”

This affertion is proved by two argu-
ments ; the firft of which was advanced
alfo by the ancients, and is drawn from the
inferiority of their capactties.

Let us allow then for a moment, that
they appear to have no parts, that they ap-
pear to be void of underftanding. And is
this wonderful, when you recezvers deprefs
their fenfes by hunger ? Is this wonderful,
when by inceflant labour, the continual ap-
plic:ltiun of the lafh, and the moft inhuman
treatment that imagination can devife, you
overwhelm their genius, and hinder it from
breaking forth ?—No,—You confound their
abilities by the feverity of their fervitude:
for as a {park of fire, if crufthed by too great
a ‘weight of ipcumbent fuel, cannot be
blown into a flame, but fuddenly expires,
{fo the human mind, if deprefled by rigo-

- 1
rous
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rous fervitude, cannot be excited to a dif=
play of thofe faculties, which might other-
wife have fhone with the brighteft luftre.
Neither is it wonderful in another point
of view. For what is it that awakens the
abilities of men, and diftinguifhes them from
the common herd? Is it not often the amiable
hope of becoming ferviceable to individuals,
or the ftate ? Is it not often the hope of
riches, or of power? Is it not frequent-
ly the hope of temporary honours, or a laft-
ing fame? Thefe principles have all a
wonderful effect upon the mind. They-call
upon it to exert its faculties, and bring thofe
talents to the publick view, which had
otherwife been concealed. But the unfor-
tunate Africans have no fuch incitements
as thefe, that they thould thew their genius.
They have no hope of riches, power,
h

-~

nours, fame. They have no hope but
this, that their miferies will be foon termi-
nated by death.

And here we cannot but cenfure and ex-
pofe the murmurings of the unthinking and
the gay; who, going on in a continual round
of pleafure and profperity, repine at the will
of Providence, as exhibited in the fhortnefs

-

L 2 01
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of human duration., DBut let a weak and
infirm old age overtake them: let them ex-
perience calamitics ; let them feel but half
the miferies which the wretched Africans

undergo, and they will praife the goodnefs

of Providence, who hath made then

A EE R WIS L K oo N DL o RS i, e -
who nhathn preicl 1Ded certain orainary bounds

to the life of man ; and who, by {uch a li-
mitation, hath given all men this comfort-
able hope, that however perfecuted in life,

a time will come, 111 t

o
end.
i ¥ "o 7
QUCI llkl", ] l]lu. natui oI Lill 1f 1tude,
1 1. 1
that we can i Iy expect to i 1% {
: -
who undergo 1it, even the glimple
it : :
geniu I thelr minds € 1n a4 con

1

tinual ftate of depreffion, and if they have
no expectations in life to awaken their
lities, and make them eminent, we cani

be furprized if a fullen gloomy {tupidity

' ;e S B : » 1 , 1
ihould be the lecading m n their
AT i S SN o 1} . s = il o S ot e A S
racter 3 or ir tncy 1nouid appear 1nicriour to
? . "
il ole, who ao not 1YV €Nnjoy 'L]_'.k' ]
1 1
bl blefi o ol 1 aom but h s
1 1 1
i | beiore their eye that C
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them to exert their faculties. Now, if
to thefe confiderations we add, that the
wretched Africans are torn from their coun-
try in a ftate of nature, and that in gene-
ral, as long as their flavery continues, every
obftacle is placed in the way of their im-
provement, we fhall have a fufficient an-
(wer to any argument that may be drawn

= a1y e 1T H b g e e Eazlal a1
irom the i1npieriority oI thelr capacities.

] "P"L:'.!.!\"} Lljk'ilj Irain Lie L.l:‘k".‘{;‘]‘!.;i:.l:'."."-.
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that have been mentioned, that to form a
b e Ay Fh e s a Ty 1‘ the abilities of ] o

true judgment of the abilities of thele un-
|

'- &= - Iy T = g =" - L -:‘=".. - - F
fortunate people, we muft either take a

ceneral view of them before their {lavery
. &

cotnmences, or confine our attention to fuch,

3

as, after it has commenced, have had any
opportunity given them of fhewing their
cenius either in arts or letters. If, upon

=" a - . * 1 1
1 a fair and impartial view, there fhould

& = 1

to 1uppole, that they are
i 1 . -

De any reaion
)

7 = - - 1 2 1 I e R !
at all interiour to others in the fame niua-

the argument will then g:

'

that weight and importance, which 1t wants

I 1 . - e
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will be unfavourable. They are moftly in a
favage ftate. Their powers of mind are limit-
ed to few objelts. Their ideas are confe-
quently few. It appears, however, that they
follow the fame mode of life, and exercife

the fame arts, as the anceftors of thofe very

Europeans, who boaft of their great fuperi-
ority, are defcribed to have done in the fame
uncultivated ftate. This appears from the
Nubian’s Geography, the writings of Leo,
the Moor, and all the fubfequent hifteries,
which thofe, who have vifited the African
continent, have written from their own in-
{petion. Hence three conclufions; that

their abilities are fufhicient for their {itua-

tion ;—that they are as great, as thole ol

- - t--". =Tk -‘ - .
other people have been, in the fame ftage

of fociety ;—and that they are as great as
thofe of any civilized people whatever, when
the degree of the barbarifm of the one is
drawn into a comparifon with that of the
civilization of the other,

Let us now follow them to the colonies.
They are carried over in the unfavourable
fituation defcribed. It is obferved here,

1
{
i

that thouch their abilities cannot be eftimated

L

high,
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high from a want of cultivation, they are
yet various, and that they vary in pmpmtlon
as the nation, from which they have been
brought, has advanced more or lefs in the
{cale of focial life. This obfervation, which
is fo frequently made, is of great importance:
for if their abilities expand in proportion to
the impiol.uluntnt their ftate, it is a clear
indication, that if they were equally improv-
ed, they would be cquu“v ingenious.

But here, before we Louluicr any oppor-
tunities that may be afforded them, let it be
remembered that even their mofit polifthed
fituation may be called barbarous, and that
this circumftance, fhould they appear lefs
docile than others, may be confidered as a
{ufficient anfwer to any objettion that may
be made to their capacities, Notwith(tand-
ing this, when they are put to the me-
chanical arts, they donot difcover a want of
ingenuity. ‘They attain them in as thort a
time as the Europeans, and arrive at a degree
of excellence equal to that of their teachers.
This is a fact, almoft univerfally known, and
affords us this proof, that having learned
with facility fuch of the mechanical arts,

'.'.S




170 ON.THE SLAVERY

1

AND CoOMMERCE
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as they have been taught, they are capable

of attaining any other, at leail
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of
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fame

clafs, if they fhould receive but the fame

in{truétion,

With refpec to the Iiberal arts; - their pro-

ficiency 1s
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proportion to
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ing them at all. It is yet extraordinary
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into a {fong. Thefe {ongs are faid to be in-
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MICICNL anda nonieniicat,  but this proceeds
principally from two canfes, an improper
conjunction of words, —arting from an

ignorance of the language in which they

L-\jmf‘n‘:ic;, and a wildnefs of tllOllghl’,
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gans of rude and civilized people will
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] enele by the fame L And A .
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o the lait objection, the difieréence of pronun=

g

. ciation is the caufe. Upon the whole, as

3 they are perfectly confiftent with their

ideas, and are ftrictly mufical as pro-
i

3 nounced by -themfelves, they afford us as

high a proof of their poetical powers, as

the works of the moft acknowledged

B 1 1 .
TR fs e i e i Aadrmiente harre y T
put wiere ulclic 1mpcecaimenits 1Nave DEEN

15 removed, where they have received an edu-

cation, and hayve Knowl and pronounced the
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we appeal to the writings of an * African
girl, who made no contemptible appear-
ance in this {pecies of compofition. She
was kidnapped when only eight years old,
and, in the year 1761, was tran{ported
to America, where the was {old with other
flaves. She had no {chool education there,
but receiving fome little inftruction from
the family, with whom fhe was {o fortu-
nate as to live, fhe obtained fuch a know-
ledge of the Englith language within fix-
teen months from the time of her arrival,
as to be able to {peak it and read it to the
aftonithment of thofe who heard her. She
{oon afterwards learned to write, and, hav-
ing a great inclination to learn the Latin
tongue, the was indulged by her mafter, and
made a progrefs. Her Poetical works were
publifhed with his permiffion, in the year
1773. They contain thirty-cight pieces on
different fubjeCts. We fhall beg leave to
make a fhort extrat from two or three of

them, for the obfervation of the reader.

I R T 1 1 TPy AR PN T T g o Sl pa
I‘L'I..'I]IZ- \‘\' heatley » NEETO llaVe Lo Myr. _Eurl':_-l Wheatley

Bofton, in New-England.
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* From an Hymn to the Evening.
«“ Fill'd with the praife of him who gives the !i__';f_'}:'t,

“ And draws the fable curtains of the night,

“ Let placid {flumbers footh each weary mind,
¢« At morn to wake more heav’nly and refin’d ;
¢ So fhall the labours of the day begin,

« More pure and guarded from the fnares of fin.

n an Hymn to the Morning.

o
L4
-1
O
—

1 1°*

Aurora hail ! and all the thoufand dies,

&« That deck thy progrefs through the vaulted fkies!
T W RCEE L e Y s Sy [N

« The morn awakes, and wide extends her rays,

« On ev'ry leaf the gentle zephyr plays.

+ Left it fhould be doubted whether the{e Poems are genu-

ine, we fhall tranfcribe the names of thole, who figned a cer-

i authenticily.

vOeTn N

ency Thomas Hutchinfon, Governor,

The Honourable Andrew Oliver, Lieutenant Governor.

The Hon. Thomas Hubbard |
The Hon. John Erving

‘he Rev. Cha. Chauncy,D. D,
{T]
The Hon. James Pitts ‘

1€ _”\:"\-'. :I\.,".[lll'l' IJ ¥ i;‘;_. _D, 1,
'he Rev. Ed, Pemberton, D.D,
1e Rev. Andrew Elhot, D. D).
12 Rev. Sam. Cooper, D.D.
1e Rev. Samue! Mather

161

The Hon. Harrifon Gray

The Hon. James Bowdoin

vhn Hancock, Efq.
ofeph Green, Elq. E

ichard Carey, Elg.

he Rev. ‘]-:‘.-ITII'. Moorhead

Mr. John Wheatley, her Mafter.
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& Harmonious ]ﬁ'y':'s the feather’d race refume

/ ¢ Dart the 1‘11‘_' E1.'_',';'. and fhake the painte d i!n'g'.:l?‘: G

“h\ I‘.\'l'. Cs
‘ e e e Ly wa e
i..
H Saceo s PEAR } ¢ T s o
From Thoughts on In tion,
| o
L ‘\:.- | ro. th ron lies
A ‘ W ICs tNe T0 ¥ il1CS,
(4 omnmne Ju. J ul"' "'..'.'. lh\"\ :.a.: wan !!Z'—.'_' CVES,

s ‘H Illlit' { ”\u} retters a ][ lF‘.I' !-_'.':'!-‘x"' 1;"1'
« And foft captivity involves the mind,

weination ! who can hng thy force

' « QOr who defcribe the fwiftnefs of thy courfe?
i

« Soaring through alr to hnd the brieht abode,

« Th’ empyreal palace of the thund 1,

<« We on thy pinions can f{urpafs the

€ And leave the rolling univer{e behind :

(C | it: t { t £ rove,
N { e realime o
| | i i el i L0 [ %

L I her I One vie we Ip thic MIgNLy wioic,

Such is the poetry which we

a 'E”'("U{' U.E’ our atiertions. I'H_}‘\‘f rar 1t 1nas

1
1

f - A
} (ucceeded, t

determined in his own mind.

he reader may by this time have

—
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therefore only bez leave to accompany i
herefore only beg | mpany it
with this obfervation, that if the authorefs
was - defigned for flavery, (as

[}

N
muft confels) the greater part

tants of Britain muft lofe their claim to
freedom.,

B

T'o this poetry we' fhall only add, as a

mem

T g r 1 o ves b 1 ST

farther proof of therr abilities, "the Profe

compofitions of Ignatius Sancho, who re-
1 o]

R i T L e g 1; % = i e e LF3a Y- Tp

ceived fome  little education. His letters

T ot iy S Y b e
are too well known, to make an
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Ingeed any artiiCr menton or 1nx
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they can ‘be produced- in-abundancé ; and
that if we were allowed to enumerate in-

ftances of African gratitude, patience, fide-

lity, honeur, ‘as fo many inftances of good
fenfe, and a found vnderftanding, we fear

that thoufands of the enlichtened Euro-

- .
peans would have occalion to blufh.
£

i

But an objection will be made here, th:

$
Lell

the two perfons whom we havée particula-
|

rized by name, are prodigies, and that if
- ” A

we were to live for many. years, we fhould
(carcely meet with two other Africans of

$

BT
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the fame defcription. But we reply, that
confidering their fituation as before de-
{cribed, two perfons, above mediocrity in the
literary way, are as many as can be expe&-
ed within a certain period of years; and
farther, that if thefe are prodigies, they are
only fuch prodigies as every day would
produce, if they had the fame opportunities
of acquiring knowledge as other people, and
the fame expectations in life to excite their
genius, This has been conftantly and fo-
lemnly aflerted by the pious Benezet,* whom
we have mentioned before, as having de-
voted a confiderable part of his time to
their inftruction. This great man, for we
cannot but mention him with veneration,
g them

(=
than any perfon whatever, and he always

had a better opportunity of knowin

uniformly declared, that he could never
find a difference between their capacities
and thofe of other people; that they were
as capable of reafoning as any individual
Europeans ; that they were as capable of
the higheft intellectual attainments; in

® In the Preface.

i
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fhort, that their abilities were equal, and
that they only wanted to be equally culti-
vated, to afford fpecimens of as fine pro-
ductions.

Thus then does it appear from the tefti-
mony of this venerable man, whofe autho-
rity is {ufficient of itfelf to filence all objec-
tions againft African capacity, and from the
inftances that have been produced, and the
obfervations that have been made on the
occafion, that if the minds of the Africans
were unbroken by flavery ; if they had the
fame expetations in life as other people, and
the fame opportunities of improvement, they
would be equal, in all the various branches
of fcience, to the Europeans, and that the
argument that ftates them ¢ to be an infes
“ riour link of the chain of nature, and
¢ defigned for fervitude,” as far as it de-
pends on the inferiority of their capacitices,

is wholly malevolent and falfe.*

* As to Mr. Hume’s affertions with refpect to African capa.
city, we have paffed them over in filence, as they have been fo

admirabl

v refuted bv the learned Dr. Beattie, in his L:]u‘. on
Truth, to which we refer the reader. The whole of this ad-

mirable refutation extends from p. 458, to 404.

M CHAP.
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e H A P, VIIE

The fecond argument, by which it s
attempted to be proved, ¢ that the Africans
¢¢ are an inferiour link of the chain of na-
¢ ture, and are defigned for flavery,” is
drawn from colour, and from thofe ot
marks, which diftinguifth them from the in-
habitants of Europe.

To prove this with the greater facility,
the recervers divide in opinion, Some of
them contend that the Africans, from thefe
circumitances, are the defcendants of * Cain;
others, that they are the pofterity of Ham;

] that as it was declared by divine inipi-

da Lils

ration, that theie {hould be {ervants to the

el ol L]h' \-v'\...l-..l, {o L}‘!x.} arc L:i'l!!'_f.:n'-! 101
&

flavery ; and that the reducing of them to
fuch a fituation is only the accomplifhment
of the will of heaven : while the reft, con-
fidering them from the fame circumitances
as a totally diftin& {pecies of men, conclude

them to be an inferiour link of the chain

- : 1 1 i o
of nature, and deduce the inferenc

icribed.

Genefis, ch, 1v, 15,
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To anfwer thefe arguments in the clear-
eft and fulleft manner, we are under the ne=
ceflity of making two fuppofitions, firft,
that the fcriptures are true ; fecondly, that
Tl}t‘_',.' are falfe.

[f then the {criptures are true, it is evi-
dent that the poflerity of Cain were ex-
tinguifhed in the flood. Thus one of the
arguments 1S Nno more.

With refpect to the curfe of Ham, it ap=
pears alfo that it was limited ; that it did
not extend to the pofterity of all his fons,
but only to the * defcendants of him who
was called Canaan : by which it was fore-
told that the Canaanites, a part of the
pofterity of Ham, tfhould ferve the pofte-
rity of Shem and Japhet. Now how does
it appear that thefe wretched Africans are
the defcendants of Canaan !—By thofe marks,
it will be faid, which diftinguifh them from

By > 1 i el T
the reft of the world.—I

yut where are IE!:I'L‘
r * 1 s Sy il et
m;‘-.rks to be f_r.letmi 1IN the daivine ‘ﬂlitu.;;a [

In what page is it faid, that the Canaanites

M 2 were




180 Ox Tuc Stavery AND CoMMERCE

were to be known by their colour, their fes-
tures, their form, or the very bair of their
heads, which is brought into the account ?—
But alas! fo far are the divine writings from
giving any fuch account, that they fhew the
affertion to be falfe. They fhew that the f
defcendants of Cufh were of the colour, to
which the advocates for flavery allude ; and
of courfe, that there was no fuch limzitation
of colour to the pofterity of Canaan, or the

inheritors of the curfe.
Suppofe we fhould now fhew, upon the
moift undeniable evidence, * that thofe of
the

23, “¢Can the Zthiopian chanpe

{ Jeremiah fays, ch. xin

¢ his colour, or the leopard his {pots?”” Now the word,
which is here tranflated Aithiopian, 15 1n the n;r';£;in.f.1 Hebrew
s the defcendant of Cufb,”” which fhews that this colour was

not confined to the defcendants of Canaan, as the advocates
for flavery aflert.

* Tt is very extraordimary that the advocates for flaver
fhould confider thofe Africans, whom they call negroes, asth

defcendants of Canaan, when few hiftorical faéts can be {o well
afcertained, as that out of the defcendants of the four fons of
Ham, the defcendants of Canaan were the only people, (if
we except the Carthaginians, who were a colony of Canaan,
and were afterwards ruined) who did not fettle in that quar-
ter of the globe. Africa was incontrovertibly peopled by the
pofterity of the three other fons. We cannot fhew thisina
clearer manner, than in the words of the learned Mr, Bryant,
in his letter to Mr, Granville Sharp on this fubjeét,

e We
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the wretched Africans, who are fingled out
as inheriting the curfe, are the defcendants ’

of

m {cripture, that Ham had four fons, Chur, |

6k Phur, and Canaar, Gen. x. £5.0; Caraan occu- 41l &
. : 3o
L ine, and the country called by his name: AMix ,i-’
gypt : but Phur pafied deep into Africa, and, 1 be- !
‘ ~ * !
v * nations in that part of the world are de- "_
¢ a more than from any other per- ,
' , ¢ that Phut / the
‘ e !
'3
(4

for the particular coun-

: : 3 3 - .
e« trv called Lybra Proper, was ;'.»t-:mh‘d by the Ludim, or Le-

“ habim, one of the branches from Mizraim, AaCizy ¢= cu }
. ¢ Ailyes. Chron, Pafchale, p. 29,
«¢ "The fons of Phut {ettled in Mauritania, where was a
€ « country called Phutia, and a river of the like denomina-
¢¢ tion. Mauritaniz Fluovius ufque ad prefens Tempus Phus '!.
( ¢ dicitur, omnifg ; circa eum Regio Phusenjis, Hieron, Tradir,
.
Hebreee.—Amnem, quem vocant Fzr.” Pliny, L, 5. ¢, 1. '
«« Some of this family fettled above AEgypt, near JEthiopia,
« and were ftyled Troglodyte., &sd eZ s 7eayacd 1] Sy1
J ¢ cellus; p: 47. *F l‘k“];-.‘.“.".' of them E].l;?‘._‘-_‘l inland, and ;.‘r-_.‘ni‘ﬁz--!
: ' the Mediterranean country.”
] ¢ In }‘i'{‘-t“»'ilf- of time the fons of Chus alfo, (after their ex r
:‘1_ ‘¢ pulfion from Egypt) made fettlements upon the fea coali i
- e« of and came into Mawritanria. Hence we find :*
' < traces of them alfo in the names of places, fuch as Churis, l:
'j ¢ Chujares, upon the coaft: and a river Chufa, and a city K
g ¢ Cotta, together with a promontory, Cotis, In 7,

¢¢ 2]l denominated from Chus 3 who at different times, and !

by different people, was called Chys, Cuth; Cofly and Cotis |
. \

te M-3 ““Th
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of Cufh or Phut; and that we fhould thew
farther, that but a fingle remnant of Canaan,
which was afterwards ruined, was ever in
Afriea at all.—Here all is confternation.—

But unfortunately apain for the argument,
though wonderfully for the confirmation
i

hat the |' A T e e e ’
ldl LLIIC PCLLDLULICY ol L) 4 LAV IIAC OLid11idl

the whole prophecy has been completed. A
part of the defcendants of Canaan were hew-

ers of wood and drawers of water, and be-

i

came tributaryv and {ubjeé& to the

e Sk TR TR T R ny PR r - ' e
0OrI t!}(_, L;‘,!;g.,]-.l,'!ﬂtn oI  oliem, | ne (J'.‘._:M-.
S : ) pa =
+ 4 1 1 « | 1 ”
irterwards, as well as the Ivoman wh

1\"\\.'6 E\'ﬂ':li‘l LF‘» \i...}\. - 1aant 1 F Ei‘ii‘_'[: I
1 1 ¥ 1 1 4 |[';' i { 11'] 1 ] |
only iubdued ti« Who \ ¢ lettied 1n Oy=
< I i .flJ I P Ca-1 I
by P
¢ Many ages after thefe fettlements, there
< eruption of the Cufhites into thefe parts, under the name

5

£ a r .r i e . N .
- zs and Mvors, who over-ran Africa, to the

of Sara

¢ extremity of Mount Atlas, They paffed over and con
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ria and Paleftine, but purfued and conquer-
ed all fuch as were then remaining. Thefe
were the Tyrians and Carthaginians: the
former of whom were ruined by Alexander
and the Greeks, the latter by Scipio and the
}{RJE‘;LZH"-.

It appears then that the {econd argument

-

1s wholly inapplicable and falfe: that it 1is

falle 1n 1its appitcation, Decaule LhL'[C} who

were the objelts of the curfe, were a totally

YS9

diftin& people: that it is falfe in its progf,
becaufe no fuch diftinguithing marks, as
have been {pecified, are to be found in the
divine writings: and that, if the proof

could be made out, it would be now 7zgp-

I;*nf’.fn.r.r:’l.r’r. as the curfe has been long com-

With refpect to the third argument, we
muft now f{uppofe that the fcriptures are
falfe : that mankind did not all fpring from
the fame original ; that there are different
{pecies of men. Now what muft we juftly
conclude from fuch a fuppofition ? Muft we
conclude that one fpecies is inferiour to
another, and that the inferiority depends
upon their colour, or their features, or their
form?—No—We mult now confult the

M 4 analo oy
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analogy of nature, and the conclufion will
be this:  that as fhe tempered the bodies
of the different {pecies of men in a dif-
ferent degree, to enable them to endure
the refpective climates of their habitation,
fo the gave them a variety of colour and
appearance with a like benevolent defign.”
To fum up the whole. If the feriptures
are true, it is evident that the pofterity of
Cain are no more; that the curfe of Ham
has been accomplithed; and that, as all
men were derived from the f{ame {tock,
{o this variety of appearance in men muft
either have proceeded from fome interpofi-
tion of the Deity ; or from a co-operation of
certain caufes, which have an ef
the human frame, and have the power of
changing it more or lefs from its primitive

appearance, as they happen to be more or
lefs numerous or powerful than thofe, which
ated upon the frame of manin the firit feat
of his habitation. If from the interpofition

of the Deity, then we muft conclude that
he, who bringeth good. out of evil, pro-
duced it for their convenience, If, from
the co-operation of the caufes before re-

};Ltu?;
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lated, what argument may not be found againft
any fociety of men, who fhould happen to
differ, in the points alluded to, from our-
{fclves ?

If, on the other hand, the {criptures
are falfe, then it is evident, that there was
neither fuch a perfon as Cam, nor Ham,
nor Canaan ; and that nature beftowed fuch
colour, features, and form, upon the dif-
erent {pecies of men, as were beft adapted
to their fituation.

Thus, on which ever fuppoefition it is
founded, the whole argument muft fall,
And indeed it is impofiible that it can
{tand, even in the eye of common fenfe,
For if you admit the /o7 of men as a jui=
tification of flavery, you may f{ubjugate your
own brother: if features, then you muft
quarrel with all the world : if colour, where
are you to ftop ? It is evident, that if you
travel from the .-_-a.lu'.atr_:-z‘ to the northern p(}lv,
you will find a regular gradation of colour
from black to white, Now if you can
juftly take him for your flave, who is of
the deepeft die, what hinders you from tak-
ing him alfo, who only differs from the
former
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former but by a fhade., Thus yvou may

iar lucceihion

proceed, taking each in a reg
to the ‘poles. But who are you, that thus
take into {lavery fo many peop A
you live yourfelf ? Do you live in Spain,
or in France, or in Britain? 1f in either of

1 =il +% “pity A

thefe countries, take care left the whiter na-
tives of the north fhould have a claim upon
yourfelf.—DBut the argument is too ridicu-
lous to be farther noticed.

Having now f{ilenced the whole argument,
we might 1immediately proceed tothe dif=

s
-
D

e TR s R o "
cufifion of other points, without even de-

claring our opinion as to which of the fup-

1

pofitions may be right, on which it has
been refuted : but we do not think ourfelve

liberty to do this. The prefent
would rejoice to find that the feriptures had
no foundation, and would anxioufly catch
at the writings of him, who fhould men-
Hon them 1n a doubtful manner. We fhall
therefore declare our fentiments, by affert-
ing that they are true, and that all mankind,
however various their

e
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To prove this, we {hall not produce thofe
innumerable arguments, by which the fcrip=
tures have ftood the t:.i of ages, but advert
to a Jjnfr_lr: fact. t is an univerfal ]Li‘-.'\'_, 01}-

{fervable thrc oug hout the whole creation,

;,,r‘ Lo :.-*is.-w:.-:!'l g-:‘ a u? h rent jj‘u 125 fr ;1 zgate,
thetr ,,; r;‘".ﬂ oI5 un able to continue its own
B g Lt B et e L a  w

.'J_I,"I"'i..f'.i". I:Tl Lills§ dUlniiradbic ILl\‘l', T.}-Ea.. l.i r'..l-*
ent ipecies are prelerved ditinct ; every pol-

fibility of confufion is prevented, and the
world is forbidden to be over-run by a race
of monfters. ~ Now, 1f we apply this law
to thofe of the human kind, who are faid
to be of a diftin¢t fpecies from each other, it
immediately fails. The mulattoe 1s as ca-
pable of continuing his own {pecies as his
father ; a clear and irrefragable proof; that

-

the 4 feripture account of the creation is

t 1-.,"-_” 'n -"-.ff', [ Wl I .:, ' VE Wid$s "1 I!'_"",:, 1"‘.'
o 1 e iyt £y ¢ SRS Sl i, vicl
fome, that the {cripture acco f 1 I was falfe, and
that there were different {pecies of men, becaufe they could
er fuppofe that people, in fo rude a ftate as the Americans,

could have tranfported them{elves to that continent from any

parts of the known world. This n";.‘:n'!u!‘. however was: re-
futed by the celebrated Captain Cooke, who fhewed that the
& between the continents of Afia and America, was as
thort
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true, and that ¢ God, who hath made the F
<t world, hath made of * one blood all the
¢¢ nations of men that dwell on all the face
¢« of the earth.”

But if this be the cafe, it will be faid that
mankind were originally of one colour ; and
it will be afked at the fame time, what it is
}‘.ﬂl'()bﬂ.hlt that the colour was, and how they
came to afflume fo various an appearance?
To each of thefe we fhall make that reply,
which we conceive to be the moft rational. !

As mankind were originally of the fame
ftock, fo it is evident that they were origi- t'
nally of the fame colour. But how [‘néH
we attempt to afcertain it ? Shall we Ex-
glifbmen fay, that it was the fame as that

& T

which we now find to be peculiar to our-

fhort as fome, which people in asrude a ftate have been aétual
Iy known to pafs. This affords an excellent caution againfl
an ill-judged and hafty cenfure of the divine writings, be-

caufe every difficulty which may be {tarted, cannot be inftant-

Iy cleared up.
® The divine writings, which affert that all men were de

¥

nived from the fame fock, Thew alfo, 1n the {ame inftance of

Cufb, p. 180, that fome of them had changed their origh

complexion.
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felves P~~No—This would be a wvain and
partial confideration, and would betray our
judgment to have arifen from that falfe fond-
nefs, which habituates us to fuppofe, that
every thing belonging to ourfelves is the
perfecteft and the beft. Add to this, that
we fhould always be liable to a juft reproof
from every inhabitant of the globe, whofe
colour was different from our own ; becaufe
he would juftly fay, that he had as good a
right to imagine that his own was the pri-
mitive colour, as that of any other people.

How then fhall we attempt to afcertain
it ? Shall we look into the various climates
of the earth, {ee the colour that generally
prevails in the inhabitants of each, and ap-
ply the rule? This will be certainly free
from partiality, and will afford us a better
profpet of fuccefs: for as every particular
diftri¢t has its particular colour, {o it is evi-
dent that the complexion of Noah and his
{ons, from whom the reft of the world
were defcended, was the {ame as that, which
is peculiar to the country, which was the

-

{eat

| o Gy g gy e " — e T e
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feat of their habitation. This, by fuch a
mode of decifion, will be found 2a dark
olive ; a beautiful colour, and a- juft me-
dium between white and black. That this
was the primitive colour, is highl ly pro-
bable from the obfervations that have been
made ; and, if admitted, will afford a valu-
able leflon to the Europeans, to be cau-
tious how they deride thofe of the oppo-
fite complexion, as there is great reafon to
pi'eﬁlmc that the pureff * white is as far
removed jfrom  the primitive a.'?.fam' as. the
[ff,’:“!ﬁ{/{" black.

We come now to the grand queftion,
which is, that if mankind were originally
of this or any other colour, how came it to
pafs, that they fhould wear fo various an
appearance \’\ : reply, as we ‘have had oc-
cafion to fay before, either by zbe interpofi-
tion of the Deity; or by a co-operation of cer-
tain caufes, which bave an ejfect upon the bu-

* The following are the grand colours difcernible in man-
. 1 "l o rharh +1 - i
kind, between which there are many fhades ;

White z L‘I':;.'_;_;\".
s I { 3lack

f/” i'!.l'
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man. frame, and bave the power of changing
it more or. lefs from its primitive appearance,
as zf:f-';' are more or lefs numerous or powerful
than thofe, which alled upon the frame of man
27 ,-'.J."u;{ firft feat of bis babiration.

With refpect to the Divine interpofition,
two epochs have been affigned, when this
difference of colour has been imagined to
have been fo l',.L{ The firft 1s that
which has been related, when the curfe wa

pronmmccd on a branch of the

(=1
<

Ham. Bat this argument has been alrea

refuted ; for if the p:‘l_rticul:lr colour alluded

to were afligned at this period, it was ;1:'133;1*

ed to the defcendants of Canaan, to dif
guifh them from thofe of his other brothers,
and was therefore ZAmited to the former.
But the defcendants of # Cufh, as we have

Pl -~ S - T, ‘., - Fo ih'r\- R o AL L
inecwn thtJII_‘, }“-:ITI&H.—\ Ol L]h, 1dine coliour ;

- B M POy IR & SRS [
q clear ;\1':.=-‘, that 1t was neither ailiened to
1 Ly X0 v 41 Am e | 1 1
them on tnis oCccalion, nol at til pEricd

The fecond epoch is that, when mankind

wWere dii'p:_-l'll‘-d on the building of Babel.

* Sece note, p. 180. To this we may add, that the reft of
the defcendants of Ham, as far as they can be traced, are now
alfo black, as well as many of the defcendants of Sbem,

T.

. |
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It has been thought, that both zational fea-
tures and colour might probably have been
given them at this time, becaufe thefe would
have affifted the confufion of language, by
caufing them to difperfe into tribes, and
would have united more firmly the indivi-
duals of each, after the difperfion had taken
place. But this is improbable: firft, be-
caufe there is great reafon to prefume that
Mofes, who has mentioned the confufion of
language, would have mentioned thefe cir-
cumftances alfo, if they had actually con-
tributed to bring about fo fingular an event:
fecondly, becaufe the confufion of language
was {ufficient of itfelf to have accomplifh-
ed this; and we cannot fuppofe that the
Deity could have done any thing in wvain:
and thirdly, becaufe, if mankind had been
difperfed, cach tribe in its peculiar hue, it
1s impofiible to conceive, that they could
have wandered and fettled in fuch a manner,
as to exhibit that regular gradation of co-
lour from the equator to the poles, {fo con-

{picuous at the prefent day.
Thefe are the only periods, which there
has been even the fhadow of a probability
for
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for afligning ; and we may therefore conclude
that the preceding obfervations, together
with {fuch circumitances as will appear in
the prefent chapter, will amount to a de-
monftration, that the difference of colour
was never caufed by any interpofition of the

Deity, and that it muft have proceeded there-
fore from that fucidental co-operation of caufes,

\".I:‘:i.Lh JiJ_L:-;' ;?Li'ti fk.!-".l'i.‘ E'L‘E.‘:’_'L'_‘d.

What thefe caufes are, it is out of the
power of human wifdom pofitively to affert ;
there are facts, however, which, if properly
weighed and put together, will throw con-
fiderable light upon the fubje&. Thefe we
fhall fubmit to the perufal of the reader, and
fhall deduce from them fuch inferences only,
as almoft every perfon muft make in his
own mind, on their recital.

The firft point, that occurs to be afcertain-
ed, is, ¢ What part of the fkin is the feat
““. of colour ?” The old anatomifts ufually
divided the fkin into two parts, or lamina;
the exteriour and thinneft, called by the
Greeks Epidermis, by the Romans Cuticula,
and hence by us Cuticle ; and the interiour,
called by the former .Derma, and by the

N latter
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d A b
" |

ter Cutis. or true ffin. Hence they muft
2

lattes
neceflarily have fuppofed, that, as the zrue

Sfkin was in every refpect the fame in all hu-
man fubjets, however various their exter-
nal hue, fo the feat of colour muft have
exifted in the Curicle, or upper furface,

Malphigi, an eminent Italian phyfician,
of the laft century, was the firft perfon who
difcovered that the fkin was divided into
three lamina, or parts; the Cuzicle, the true
fkin, and a certain coagulated fubftance fituat-
ed between both, which he diftinguithed by
the title of Mucofum Corpus ; a title retained

bv anatomifts to the prr:l'cnt day : which

Rs S | 3 - ™ 1
coagulated fubftance adhered fo firmly to
- e
1 N aadbands o - e . T ~ e
the Cuticle, as, in all former anatomical pre-
> & = hara ¥ S Sl a g A 1
ations, to nhave come€ Oil Withh 1f, and;

from this circamitance, to have led thean-
cient anatomifts to believe, that there were
but two lamina, or divifible portions in the

human fkin.

This difcovery was fufficient to afcertain
the point in queftion : for it appeared after-
wards that the Cuzic/e, when divided ac-

cording to this difcovery from the other la-

mina, was :

A
i

Ol

— e

i - e 2 - . - ‘ - )T | f' . x
{femi-tran{parent; that the cuticle
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or the C’, from 1its tr:‘"'“l.u.h,, uft

>

the i"nbu-

manner,

s the cornea
ur of the 7745 of the eye.
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. - c m e P ol .
thefe, and a variety of other * oblervations,

no maxim is more true in phyfiology, than

! : 17 & 4§ am
that-on-the mucofum corp: u..’fn.«.... the colow

of the buman body ; or, in L'ﬂ'cr wmd , that

the mucofum corpus being of a different colour

- ] 1 & * 'y + I 1 ¥ -
rent ';.'l:‘l.';]L"JL;‘:l“!-_I- of the _‘._.'__'.f:}‘l-;, and ap-

1 the cuticle or upper {urface

of the tkin, gives them that various appear-

ance, which ftrikes us {o forcibly in con

templating the human race.

As this can be incontrovertibly afcertain

. - L | -_1‘. . -1-.,0-_|..<. £ '.-‘- =
ed, it 1s evident, that whatever caufes co-

- . . —

(Jp grate -in pi'(lilll[.‘”]g [h] S ;111,. rent '.'!}W-Du:‘.l'

| . i s
ance, they produce it by acting upon the

o9

sucolum -corbus. which , the almoft in-
LUy LUT idd y v il 1, 1100111 e d41T104TC 1N

: . e o
credible manner in which the + euticle is

* Difeales have a great effell upon the
but }':'ir‘ic'ﬂn“'!" 1]1{* ';111!'di\‘r which turns it 1':']*{;".'. Hence,
being tranfmitted mum,Jh the caticle, the yellow app

of the whole body. But this, even as a matter of ocular de

g . s . - 3 1.2

monftration, 15 not confined !r'-];:;;.' to white people; negroe
{elves, while affeéted with thefe or other diforders, chanp
heir black colour for that which the

ed to the mucons fubftanc

I ‘The cutaneous pores are lo exceffively {mall, that ¢

Py r P Py 1 AT
to . Lewenhoeck’s calculations)

would cover many hundreds :\t' them,




perforated, 1s as accefiible as the cuticle it-

e nl - Iy 1 i -
lelt. Thefe caufes are pmbdhiz' thofe vari-

eENw

ousqua lities of things, which, combined with

the influence of the fun, contribute to fori
‘u.-'].];’.t wecall ¢ Forw ‘1( 0N al 1y Pu.I {o 1] =
fiders, that the mucous uhit.;:;gc,

t - 5
tjhi:J‘L\,—

mentioned, is found to vary in its colour,

o1 o g v fenmy the o A
as the clunates vary {rom the equator.-to the
- 1.: i3 105 PR I B T~ by %
poics, 11 minad muit be 1niantuly irrack with

!hL’ fl';y.{:z'hn.'il:- and he muit adopt

8 o { ! £ oy »
['his 1aCLk, g L€ VAriglion of roe mucous
Cpe g R ] e e e i o PO RPN A SRR el r '8 !
fl:'."t, Grkl G LGS _" LU OB SEEL 20 L“.', v !{-"_:.','i.c 3
3 . : 1 ]
J].u._“ PDEEN CICATIY glCErtainec L;]': numerous
4dNatomical i.:\}JLi 1ITICIIES tll.L[ llu\.L DEEN }.1:1Li{3

in which, fubjeéts of all nations

under conlideration. 1 hl..' natives or many oi

the IFinodnm A I {lac o e e T e L s

L€ [\lEJ‘_ILIL.\;].\ allCl 11ES O Affiag, al LOWUINAa to
1 ] p

Nnave Heir ¢ D 1CE 1] i€ O
f . ] +] : € ¢} iy

_-',f,",-'.';..', lntuatea near thne 1:5:", Ol LIS lame

: T hnle af ¢ o o 3
CO .Olil 1 1101C O L€ MAaritime parts ¢ Ll

fame continent, of a dufky brown, near

* We do not mean to infinuate tha

¢ mucofum fenfibly vary, as often as they go into

; as the 3-._.1&1-.[ cauie oi
>
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approaching to it; and the colour becomes
lighter or darker in proportion as the dif-
tance from the equator is either greater or
lefs. - The Europeans are the faireft inha-

bitants of the world. Thofe fituated in the

moft fouthern regions of Ewrspe, have “in
their corpus mucofum a tinge of the dark hue
of their African neighbours: hence the
epidemick COIT’.PlL\]Oﬂ prevalent  among
them, is nearly of the colour of the pickled
Spanith olive; while in this country, and

thofe fituated nearer the north ;'nh"n_‘, It ap-
pears to be nearly, if not abfolutely, white,

I}-}LIC arc * f é_“) \'-"hil:h i';i?'-'i:"»_i!ﬂ"' .]w::f'-
2
Ll’ld tIC\!; ﬂ["l". L

Nat we cannot lJ]u-',u Ouricivgcs ol tilc

{uch, t
- - , A E ek ‘r- ’ . il . ¥ % f-'l..\___ -
.'i]LL‘;’{: L}H[ camare nNas a confiderable fhare in

producing a difference of colour. Others,
we know, have invented other hypothefes,
but all of them have been iui"‘tzmth' refuted,

as unable to explain the difficulties for which
they were advanced, and as abfolutely con-
trarv to fact: and the inventors themielves

* We bep leave to return our thanks here to a gentleman,
. b T e e T T o e i
eminen in the medical line, who turnithed u bo
mentio Wi
nave

acknowledge them to be

)




have been obliged, almo
have pwpuhd them, to :‘1c5{11u'-,'.'iud:;c them

] i
| |

acic LL] i

The only objection of any confequence,
that has ever been made to the hypothefis

of climate, 15 1111.9, that j‘wr ble under the jame

£ - T .-'J-.' e g 3 o o g oy o T a1 a

parallels are not exallly of the fame colour,

- this 1 R e X e :

But this 1s no objetion in fa&t: for it does
- 4 H . .o . 9

not follow that f.fe.;::.;_-. countries, which are

at an equal diftance from the equator, thould
have their climates the fame. Indeed noth-

Ing 1s more contrary to experience than this.
Climate depends upon a variety of accidents.
High mountains, in the n i&;‘mmu;:ood of
a place, make it cooler, by chilling the air
that 1s carried over them by ‘the winds.
Large {preading fucculent plants, if among
the pmuudlu}w of the foil, have the fame
effect : they afford a l1

and a moift atmofpl

A\ J4iA4

nual L'_‘.E'tl'il.ltil.,'ﬁ':‘:, ) which the ardour L,I'!_-
the fun is confiderably abated.
{oil, on the other hand, if of a fandy nature
retains the heat in an uncommon degree,
and makes the {fummers confiderably hotter
than thofe which are found to exift in the
fame latitude, where the foil is different. To

T\' 4. l]

[}

—eT— e et e
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this proximity of what maybe termed burning
fands,andto the fulphurous and metallick par-
ticles,which are continuallyexhaling from the
bowels of the earth, is afcribed the different
degree of blacknefs, by which fome African
nations are diftinguifthable from each other,

though under the fame parallels. To tl

i P S

obfervations we may add, that though the
inhabitants of the fame parallel are not ex-

actly of the {ame hue, yet they differ only by
fhades of the fame colour ; or, to fpeak with
more precifion, that there are no two peo-
ple, in fuch a fituation, one of whom is

y 4
oy fvirm iy t] o
L O IUIN 8P LIt

i

white, and the other black.

1.I\lLJIL“"'"'-""'-_‘LIJI.-‘!.J\.-I'-.- WE WEIE€ 1o 1dKC a coms-
mon ¢lobe; to begin at the eqguator; to

5 - 5 i ;
~naint everv countrv alone the mertdtan line
paint every councry a4ionge tne meriaian iine
L o o (=

in {ucceffion from thence to the poles; and
to paint them with the fame colour which
prevails in the refpective inhabitants of each,
we fhould fee the black, with which we had
been obliged to begin, infenfibly changing
to an olive, and the olive, through as many
intermediate colours, to a white: and if,
on the other hand, we fthould complete any

one of the parallels according to the fame
-
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plan, we thould fee a difference PUI'hﬂpS in.
the appearance of fome of the countries

1 the difterence

through which it r-.m, thoug
would eonfift wholly in fhades of the fume

colour.
The ar

againft the hypothefis, is fo far from be-

ument therefore, which is brought

¥
o

ing an objection, that we fhall confider it
one of the firft arguments in “its
favour : for if ¢/imate has really an influence
on the rmucous fubflance of the body, it is
evident, that we muft not only expect to fee
a gradation of colour in 1I‘.f; 1'.11;.'.5:51.111[':: from
the equator to the }“-u‘;-:':‘-, but alfo * differ-
ent {hades of the fame colour 1n the inha-
bitants of the {fame parallel.
To this argument, we fhall add one that
is incontrovertible, which is, ‘that when the

black inhabitants of Africa are tranfplant-

iy

1

even this would be no objettion, for many cu

d
to be confidered. A black peo] e may have wandered into a
and a2 white |-.<--.i1]<- into a black latitude, and th-_‘_v may

ve been fettled there a sient length of 11'1'-" for fuch

nge to have been accomplifhed in their « 1, exion, as
ould be like the old eftablithed in 1.-.[.]-.1.’.“;:: of the
llel, into which they have lately ¢

e B -
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ed to colder, or the white inhabitants of
Europe to botter climates, their children
born there, are of a different colour from
z‘.’.”c’)ﬁ]&"!r"i‘:’.r; that i-':_, HE_ht“ in the fi t‘f‘) and
darker 1n the {econd inftance.

As a proof of the firft, we fhall give the

words of the Abbe Raynal, in his admired
publication. * ‘¢ The children,” fays he,

“ which they, (the Africans) procreate in
“¢. America, are not {o black as their parents
generation the differ-
¢ ence becomes more palpable. It is pof-
¢ fible, that after a nun

“ oenerations, the men come from Africa
5 3 I

¢¢ were. After each
erous {ucceflion of
¢ would not be diftinguithed from thofe of
¢¢ the country, into which they may have
been tranf{planted.”

This circumftance we have had the plea-

i

fure of hearing confirmed by a variety of per-
{ons, who have beenwitnefles of the fact; but
particularly by many < intelligent Africans,

who

¢ Juftamond’s Abbé Raynal, v. 5. p. 193.

+ The author of this Effay made it his bufinefs to inquire of
the moft intelligent of thofe, whom he could meet with in
London, as to the authenticity of the faé&., All thofe from

dme 7 dlll ]II."lj"l }‘.'L‘l V tritl I noie from the
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who have been parents themfclves in Zme-
rica, and who have declared that the differ-
ence is fo palpable in the nortbern provinces,

that not only they themfelves have conftant-

2 I

a it

=

1€
ly obferved 1it, but that they have hea
obferved by others.
Neither is this variation in the children
from the colour of their parents improba-
% born white. In this ftate they continue

for about a month, when they change to
a pale yellow, In procefs of time they

become brown. “‘Their tkin f{till continues

to increafe 1in darknefs with their age, till
it becomes of a dirty, {allow black, and at
length, after a certain period of years, glofly

and fhining. Now, if climate has any in-
fluence on the mucous fubftance of the body,

"y

‘ i . e ; 1
t}'ll'_i variation in lhi;f Lﬂ_l_:r{._:"-_i_- Irom tile Co=

Welt-Indies, that they had never obferved it t

they had found a {enfible difference 1
came to England,

* This circumftance, which always happens, fhews that

they are defcended from the fame parents as ourlelves ; for had
they been a diftinét {pecies of men, and the blacknefs entirely
1 IS

ingrafted in their conftitution and frame, there is great reafon

N

to prefume, that their children would have been born /acé.

1i|:2['

o e S PR R =5
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-~
i

lour of their parents is an event, which
muft be reafonably expected : for being born
white, and not having equally powerful .

caufes to a¢t upon them in-colder, as their

: e ! 5
parents had in the hotter climates which
‘i‘_hf;;}«' ]I.'t_[, it muit 1!.'\.'L't_‘.llf:f;!'il‘,' !'.H”L'H.\". that the

fr - 0 TR R & Sy TR 5 e e
iame ‘_"[IL'L‘: CAalNnoti i"'l.ru‘l\_.' E_w' I'I'.-;!I'-. ed.

| S—

Hence alio, if the ]L}'t.-’L.ILILLll._‘ be admit-

1

> : -
ted, may be deduced the reafon, why even

thofe children; who have been brought from

their country at an early age into colder re-
1

oions, have been * obferved to be of a licht-

er colour than thofe who have remained at
home till il!r::,' arrived at a {tate of manhood.
For having undergone fome of the changes
which we mentioned to have attended their
1'{':;‘.11[!j_,'i‘nr_:u :1I'L"l!‘-'i i;'kf‘ili‘ri'_‘.' o a C-_::I."Li[‘; ;‘.f;r-:-;

1
|
i

- = C et - . - £ "_ - T -
and h.?\"!ﬂ}_‘] JEEN f':l.lu;'!: away IJL:l{JlC the -relt

could be completed, thefe farther changes,
which would have taken place had they re-
mained at home, feem either to have been
checked in their progrefs, or weakened in

1

their degree, by a colder climate.

* This obfervation was communicated to us by the gentl
man in the medical line, to whom we returned our thanks f J
cerl mical faét
A

i
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We come now to the fecond and oppofite
cafe ; for a proof of which we fhall appeal
to the words of Dr. Mitchell, in the Philo=
fophical Tranfactions.® ¢ TheSpariards who

“ have inhabited America under the torrid

‘* zone for any time, are become as dark
¢t coloured as our native Indians of Virginia,
¢ of which, I myfelf have been a witnefs;
¢ and were they not to intermarry with the
<€ Europeans, but lead the fame rude and
¢ barbarous lives with the Indians, it is very
¢¢.probable that, in a fucceffion of many
¢« genecrations, they would become as dark
L 31

in complexion.”

To this inftance we fhall add one, which
is mentioned by a I late writer, who delerib-
ing the African coaft, and the European fet-
tlements there, has the following pafiage.
¢ There are {everal other {mall Portuguefé

¢ {ettlements, and one of {fome note at M-

s¢ tomba, a river in Sierra Leon. The peo-
¢ ple here called Portugue/, are principally
1

perfons bred from a mixture of the firft
* Philof. Tranl, No. 476. feft. 4.
1 Treatife upon the Trade from Great Britain to Africa,
by an African merchant,

( f 2 Y W
8 L 07 ;i\"‘
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¢ Portuguefe difeoverers with the natives,

¢¢ and now become, in their complexion and

-

£ AP P £ 1 4 e p
¢ qugally quality of their hair, perfeél negroes,
¢ petaining however a {mattering of the Por=-

& i {:"'."Jr.." ATNoilaos e

fuguefe language.
T‘- oo €a &F Sy S i L T S - s
nete racts, with reipect to the coloniits

of the Europeans, are of the higheft import-
ance in the prefent cafe, and deferve a feri-
ous attention. For when we know to a
certainty from whom they are defcended ;
when we know that they were, at the time
of their tranfplantation, of the fame colour
as thofe from whom they feverally fprung ;
and when, on the other hand, we are credi-
bly informed, that they have changed it for
the native colour of the place which they
now inhabit; the evidence in fupport of
thefe facts is as great, as if a perfon, on the
removal of two or three families into another
climate, had determined to afcertain the cir-
cumftance; as if he had 54)111; with them and
watched their children ; as if he had com-
municated his —._:!_uitt‘rattll.ms at his death to a
{fucceflor; as if his fucceflor had profecuted
the plan, and thus an uninterrupted chain of

evidence
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evidence had been kept up from their firfk
removal to any determined period of fies
ceeding time.

Jut though thefe falts feem fufficient of
themfelves to confirm our opinion, they
are not the only facts which can be adduced
in its fupport. It can be fhewn, that the
members of the wvery fame family, when

i .

divided from each other, and removed into

el
[

different countries, have not only chang
their family complexion, but that they have

changed it to as many different colours as they

have gone into different regions of the world.
We cannot have, perhaps, a more ftriking
inftance of this, than in the Fews. Thefe
people are fcattered over the face of the
whole earth, They have preferved them-
{elves diftin¢t from the reft of the world by
their religion ; and, as they never intermarry
with any but thofe of their own fe&, fo
they have no mixture of blood in their veins,
that they fhould differ from each other: and
yet nothing is more true, than that the * Ez-
glifh few 1s white, the Porzuguefe {warthy,
the Armentan olive, and the Arabian copper ;

* We mean fuch only as are natives of the countries which
we mention, and whofe anceftors have been fettled there for a
certain period of time,

T
r—
-
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in thort, that there appear to be as many

=

different fpecies of fews, as there are coun-
tries in which they refide.
To thefe facts we fhall add the following

obfervation, that if we can give credit to the
ancient hiftorians in general, a change from
1 { .| 3 -

the darkei{t black to the pureit white muft
larkei I | it

have actually been accomplifhed. - One in-
{tance, Pcrh;ll.‘i, may be thought {ufficient.

o =1 N 2 At | % ‘--'l~'F. v 2 1

% Herodotus - relates, that the Colch: were
1 1 S SR i R S A 1y 2.7 Sy

black, and that they had crifped bair. Thefe

. YarsmlimsTent - mnl e I ad e i
‘[)C(_}}}]C WEIS o Ll.;.T..J.t,.llxiu.uL ol ‘the ../f_‘,u.u&f-";_f'.--?,«','

army under Sefo/tris, who 1

ollowed him in
his fexpedition, and fettled in that part of
the world, where Colchis is ulually repre-

fented to have been fituated. Had not the
fame author informed us of this circum-
) :
l _.

tance, we fhould have thought it 4 ftrange,

€
5

that a people of this defcription fthould have
been found in fuch a latitude. Now, as

® Herodotus. Euterpe. p. 8o.
1570:
4+ This circumftance confirm

p. 201, that even if two nation

parallel, one of whom was black

form no objeftion againft the hypothefis of

them might have

A
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they were undoubtedly fettled there, and as
they were neither fo totally deftroyed, nor
made any fuch rapid conquefts, as that hif=
tory fhould notice the event, there is great
reafon to prefume, that their defcendants
continued in the fame, or fettled in the ad-
jacent country ; from whence it will follow,
that they muft have changed their com=
plexion to that, which is obfervable in the
inhabitants of this particular region at the
prefent dn}-’- or, in other words, that the
black

changed into the * fair Circaffian.

inbabitant ﬂf Colchis muft have been

As we have now fhewn it to be higl:—lf
-obable, fr he fafts which have bee
probable, from the Iacls wiaich have Deen

’

advanced, that cdimate is the caufe of the
difference of colour which prevails in the
different inhabitants of the : globe, we fhall
now fhew its prohability from iL_m fimilar

® Suppole, without the knowledge of any hiftorian, they
had made {uch confiderable cone queils, as to have fettled them-
{felves at the diftance of 1000 miles in any one direftion from
{_..‘-::’.—.»":'.-, ftill they muft have changed their colour, For had
they gone in an Eaftern or Weftern diretion, they muft have

f;-'.;n of the fame colour as the Circaffans ; if to the north,

whiter; if to the fonth, of a copper. There are no people
within that diftance of €oledis, who are black.,

Q an
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an eftet produced on the wmuecous fubjiance

before=smentioned by fo fimilar a caufe, that

iy g 0 s, T

though the fact does not abio
o

utely Prove

o

our conjecture to be right, yet it will give

us 2 very lively conception of the manner,
. 1

i 2 i J
¥ 4 TYY VAT e 1 =k 8. b | 1 1% 4 -
D 111EW I 111 LI1G

1S N |
11 ML OLCLRFALILY 11)el
L o’

(¢ of frecklesy-which are to be feen in-the

face of children, but of {uch only, as I

L

L A 1 A S o o e E § b
he thinneft and meoft tranfparent ikins,
1 v ]
and are occaiioned by thé rays of the iun
[t e v ma ¢ R BATI yyan s
IFIKINE  TOTCIOLY Oon e MECOUS 7¢é 0O
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e | Py s 1
expoicd 1o V1o 1T NEAL, ( aried, beéecon
i i | . ssn gt o Tore » ratdh 9 s o . -
brown., Hence, the mucofum corpus being

ged 1n various i"-"-'.l'l'?w' by this Drown co-

agulated fluid, and the parts {o tinged appear

ing through the cuticl,
oy ()

or upper iuriace ol
-~

, g Jegel P ot fnrftad arnimpArAaRNND
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B ; : -
duce thefe {pots fo contiguous to each other
|-

. B e :
that they fhould unite, we fhould then fee,
RS . S e
in 1magihation,-a face fimilar to thofe,

‘.’-.'I:E:'ll are daily to be feen among blac]

L CK I[.‘L'_.‘--

1 = 1

ple: and if we were to conceive his body
to be expofed or acted upon in the fame

manner, we fhould then fee hh bod'f affum-
in lar app ce; and thus we thounld
fee the whole man of a perfect bla :

[ e g e 12 o 125 I R eyt
iembiing -one of the naked inhabitants

- T 1 r =
the torrid zone. Now as the feat of fre

~nAd Af ylaml-3 R ha Tarmea an . bhass o
and of blacknefs is the-lame ; as their ap-
5 . {3 o |n-: ¢ = *1'\‘..- Iy o
pCardance 15 11muiar ; and as the caule of t
1 | f B £ T'| % i 'y 1- T 1--:1--‘.0—-'\-
ITIC 1S Ch raour or the iun, 1t is- thererore

LCC

le that the caufe of the fecond is the
hence, if we fubftitute for the word

 fun,” what 1s analogous to it; the word

climate, the fame effe& may be J".:i'-_:n'-.-':._'-l to
b roduci and- tl ' C O ICCEeLrve
fanction.

Nor -1s 1t unlikely that the hypothefis,
which confiders the caufe of freckles and
of blacknefs as the fame, may be right, ~For
if blacknefs is occafioned by the rays of the
lun ftriking forcibly and univerfally on the

i | . 1
the body, and drying the

. E
T 1mMmiuilatino
deCuImulating
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e L

different degrecs of it to be found in the dif-

|

accumulating fluid, we can account for the [
|

¥ |

For as the I

ferent inhabitants of the globe.
quantity of perfpirable fluid, and the force |
of the folar rays is fuccefiively increafed, as
the climates are {ucceflively warmer, from
any given parallel to the ling, it follows that
the fluid, with which the mucous fubflance
will be ftained, will be fucceflively thicker
and deeper coloured ; and hence, asit appears
through the cuticle, the complexion {uccei- |
fively darker; or, what amounts to the fame
thing, there will be a difference of colour |
in the inhabitants of every fucceflive pa- ‘
T".;Hi_‘]. |
From thefe, and the whole of the pre- J

ceding obfervations on the fubjeét, we may

conclude, that as all the inhabitants of the
earth ecannot be otherwife than the child- ||

ren of the fame parents, and as the dif-

ference of their appearance muift have o
courfe proceeded from incidental caufes,
are a combination thole

p "?'.*:’:"{." 1e

agualities, which we call ¢/ e »
| 5 ;

thefe caufes
that the
blacknels of the Africans is {o far ingrafted
in their conftitution, in a courfe of 1

]
generations,
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87

generations, that their children wholly in-
herit it, if brought up in the fame f{pot, but
that it is not fo abfolutely interwoven in their

1

nature, that it cannet be removed, if they

are born and fettled in another; that Noab
and his fons were probably of an slive com-
plexion ; that'thofe of their defcendants, who
went farther to the fouth, hecnme of a deeper

olive or copper ; while thofe, who went il 11

A

»

farther, became of a deeper copper or black;
that thofe, on the other hand, who tmvc:,lcd
farther to the north, became lefs olive or
brown, while thofe who went ftill farther than
the former, became lefs brown or ~‘:;.f‘.f.e‘3; and
that if any man were to point out any one
of the colours which prevails in the human
complexion, as likely to furnifth-an argu-
ment, that the people of fuch a complexion
were of a different fpecies from the reft, it
1s probable that his own d lefcendants, if re-
maoved to the climate to which this com-
plexion is peculiar, would, in the courfe of
a few generations, degenerate into the fame
colour.

Having now replied to the argument,
“ that the Africans are an inferiour link of

O “ the

3
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of liberty, that * fenfe of ignominy and [hame,
which {0 frequently drives them to thehor-
rid extremity of finithing their own exift=
ence. Nor would they have been endowed
with a contemplative power ; for fuch a powel
would have “been unneceflary to people in
iuch a fituation; or rather, its only ufe
could have been to increafe —their pain.
We cannot {uppofe therefore that God
has made an order of beings, with fuch
mental qualities and -powers, for the {ole

5 7]

purpole oif bDeing ufed as z.;f-‘.--;-".a', or -

firuments of labour. And here,-what a
dreadful argument prefents itfelf acainft you
recesvers € For if they have no underftand-
Ings as you confefs, then 1s your condudct
impious, becaufe, as they cannot perceive

ntention of your punithment, your fe-

. ™ T . e W e | S S | i R o 4
erities cannot make them better. but 1r,
on t 9 O 'T 1\, 1 @ 1AV F' .'l 111 =
1 l ... Py | 1%
k ] | EVIAdeENtivV appes €d )

® There are a particular peop

¢ amone thofe traniported
frica to ::'!:‘ |_".J--‘;it'-.

¥ Yo it rrar b 4 T3 3
yanifhment, deftroy themfelves. [‘his 15 a- fadt

L't undbie Lo contradict,

O x4 then




by deftroving their faculties by the {everity
o e o o

of your difcipline, have reduced men, who

had once the power of reafon, to an equa-

lity with the brute creation.

gt L S L B ¢S

!

P
t
A 'l

1c reader may perhaps think; that the
receivers have by this time expended all their
arguments, but their ftore is not fo eafily
exhaufted. They are well aware that juf-
tice, nature, and religion, will continue,
they have ever uniformly done, to oppofe
their conda&. This has driven them to
exert their ingenuity, and has occafioned
that multiplicity of arguments to be found
pr s g

the prelent gueltlonn.
1 A

in

Thefe arguments are of a different com-

oy f e fAar - 'I*l Y e R
plexion from the former. ey confift in
comparing the ftate of faves with that of
fome of the claffes of frree men, and in cer-
tain fcenes of felicity, which the former
are {aid to enjoy.

Itis affirmed that the punifhments which
the Africans undergo, are lefs {evere than
the military ; that their life is happier than

that of the Englifth peafant; that they have
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the advantages of manumifiion; th“.t fHey

have their little {pots of ground, their Loly

days, their dances; in thort, that eir life
is a fcene of feftivity and mirth, “ml that
they are much happier in the colonies than
in their own countrys.

Thefe reprefentations, which have been
made out with much i:‘m‘cnuity and art, may

1 = 9
]

have had their weight with the unwary; but
they will never pals with men of confideration
and fenfe, who are accuftomed to eftimate the
probability of things, before they admit them
to be true. Indeed the bare affertion, that
their fituation is even comfortable, contains
its own refutation, or at leaft leads us to fuf-
pect that the perfon, who aflerted it, has
omitted fome important confiderations in the
account. Such we fhall thew to have been
ac LLHH} the ca IL, and that the reg pPrei fenta \tions
of the receivers, when ftripped of their glofly
ornaments, are but empty declamation.

It is faid, firft, of ﬁ‘__;:!,:,f{_”}' puni fhmer IES,
that they are more fevere than thofe which
the Africans undergo. But this is a bare
aflfertion without a proof, It is not thewn

cyen
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be made out. We are left t

the eomparifon ourfelves, and
thofe important confiderations,

have juft faid that the receiver.
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W here is the military man, whofe ears

been-{lit, whof

~ limbs have been 1

or whofe eyes have been beaten

dier 1s never puniih:‘-u_. but a

— s | v {
fary court: tl 1A DP DY Il
1 1 ] =
Q11 L] O 1115 .I_.L.'.-\'., 111€ O

what particular condu&t will co

i, s +1 T = . L]
offence; the other has no fucl

LHiow, that their punilhm

N THE SLAVERY AND-COMMERCE

can
LVl

1 1
WIICI1 W€
{ . ttor
L AAALA LG,

o -

10 Wi L
= { o
il AN 1 i

- ]
1 ) 1 I 1 i
COl LD ell C Ul

ha
'
1.1Il|"|T'l }
JILLL] el Ea
+ r-'
1 F .
Ukl LUC
=1 + ™

11 Lo |

P i 11
ALy Lild
! 'Y
'll:-..

atalsl

tion, as he is wholly at the difpofal

4 —~

1

lon and caprice, which may im

l‘\
Lil
WV &
el
1
{
Y11=
) ] 1)




UMAN OPECIES. 219

any action, however laudable, the appellation
of a crime. + The former has it of courfe in
his“power to avoid a punifhment ; the latter

is never fafe. The former is I_'.‘-l‘.é‘,:'-' )

a'.real, the latter, often, for an imaginary

Now will any perfon afiert, on comparing

Ol Li;'ﬁ".'.,‘ circumftances t("'”'t]"-..['

iy | P S ¢ B T a et
wiich rclate to taelr reipective punithments,
k i
] L 3 1 . T e T | £ .9
that there can be any doubt, which of the

two are in theée worlc 11.1!.;'.1:.'!1, as to H!;!T
fial !\-'i"u. ms?’

With refpect to the declaration, that th

tne
) e T A 1) Lo 1 on o e A Ll o
life of an 4-;_-,-,“4 in- the cclonies is happier
a 4 4
than'that of an Exnglifh peafant, it is equally

falfe. ‘Indeed we can iL':u‘-.::-Tj,f ‘.Vi{hhﬂl!_i our
1}1:1i_‘,‘_5|..:l'i.-_;;1_. \\’IIL‘H we ('l‘.‘l'!.l‘ll'ik,‘l', ]mw ﬂ]:’unc-

fully the fituation of this latter clals of mer

- | . ey § e . o et ¢ laora ¢ 4'! 1 -
has been mifreprefented, to elevate the for-
mer to a ftate of hctitious happinefs. If
i |

the repreientations ol the recervers be true, it

15 evident that thole
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the felicity of the peafant, have been trea-
cherous to their own fenfations.

Rut which are we to believe on the occa<
fion ? Thofe, who endeavour to drefs vice in
the habit of wirfue, or thofe, who derive

b o

their opinion from their own fcf*]iﬂgi: T'he

a {itrala fo he Bheliawve ] T L
i.:ltf'..'}' are 1urely to ]_” '] l‘x\-_,k;; 4N wce may

"1
—t
3
O

nclude therefore, that the horrid picture
W I h is given of the life of the peafant, has
not fOJUﬁ a foundation as the recervers would
lead us to fuppofe. For has he no pleafure
in the thought, that he lives in his own
country, a ind among his relations and friends ?
That he is attually free, and that his child-
ren will be the fame? That he can never
be fold as a beaft? That he can {peak
his mind witbout the I,f.:l'.f.’?" _f'//l the fa’ 2
That he cannot even be {truck with -
sizy 2 And that he partakes, cqrr;ﬂiv vith
his {uperiours, of the proteéiio :5)"*.»’. law é—
Now, there is no one of thefe advantages
which the African pmlt'iics; and no one,
which the defenders of {lavery take into their

account,
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Of the other comparifons that are ufually
made, we may obferve in general, that, as
they confift in comparing the iniquitous
practice-"of flavery with other iniquitous
practices in force among other nations, they
can neither raife it to the appearance of vir-
tue, nor extenuate its guilt., The things
compared are in thefe inftances both of them

r

4

evils alike,

- 4
iraice
il y Ll LUl clo
-

T e = RS, b IR - TR P
T'hey call egqually ed
o >

and are equally difgraceful to the * govern

=
SOVEI ]

ments which fuffer them, if not encourage
them, to exift. = To attempt thercfore to
juftify one fpecies of iniquity, by compar-
ing it with another, is no juftificaticn at all ;
3 . - = C 3 o1 -
and is fo- far from anfwering the purpofe,
for which the comparifon is intended, as to
oive us reafon to fufpeé, that the comparer

®* We cannot omit here to mention one of the cuftoms,
which has been often brought as a palliation of flaver ¥y, and
which prevailed but a little time ago, and we are doubtful
whether it does not prevail now, in the metropolis of this
country, of kidnapping men for the fervice of the Eaft-India
Company. Every fubjed, as long as he behaves well, hasa
right to the protettion of government; and the tacit per-
miffion of fuch a fcene of iniquity, when it becomes known,
is as much a breach of duty in government, as the conduét of
thofe {ubjeéts, who, on other occafions, would be termed, and

punifhed as, rebellious,
-

140
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e e e # L

has but-little notion either of equity or
honour,

We come now to thofe {cenes of feli-
city, vhich {laves are faid to enjoy. The

1 1 -~ -
- rMnfaoe i el - ..
firft advantage which they are faid to

i e e g P e A Y 2 D)
experience, 1i1s that or manumijfion. But
I A B [!| . advocate For | VEerv " 1 ar
| .!(_‘ e L1 AUl Y W dlva AL Yl Yy NSRS el | ;n!‘l

important circumiftance. lhc,y expatiate in-
deced on the charms of freedom, and con-
tend that it muft be a blefling in the eyes
of thofe, upon whom it is conferred. We
perfectly agree with them in this particu-
lar. But they do not tell us that thefe
advantages are confined ; that they are con-

o s . ' R I?.'J'ﬂa'nn'.-.:'l e B il
fined to {ome _,-'u'wjmr ite {Jw.’.-._;fr-.f,’; tnat not

i L 2o v AL e N St i T Il e 1

oNe 17 an pundrea ',_-_._: V- UICm ; ind that
they are never extended to thofe, who are
employed in the culiivation of the field, as

long as they can work, Thefe are they,
who are moft to be pitied, who are deftined
to perpetual drudger

whatever has a Lh ance of 'L&(:ini_': freed from

g . - T i
'y ; and of whom #o one
his fituation, till death either releafes him
at once, or age renaers Elf{:} incapable of

continuing his former labour. And
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let 1t be remarked, fo 2he di (Al ".'-,"’ the #ECE -
. 1 i -
vers, that ‘he is then made free, not —=

as a reward for bis paft fervi

g, but, as-his

labour is then of little or no value,—

muft not be led away by agrecable and plea

lant iounds. ney muit not iug poie that
e e P s, el A : rea]
thele cardens are mac ror -jrteers ;3 Oor-that
thev ai - e 7 AT ) R
they are places oi . nr, 1 wilich thcy
o “ -
can {pend their time in botanical refearches
and- delights. ~ Alas,- they do not iurnifth
& J

them with a theme for fuch pleafing pur-
e e R
Julio adllitl 4

eculations ! They muft be cul-
tivated in thofe hours, which ought to be

by

I rith » el 1 1 l-tax
on 1t hich tl pret 1 to libes tholfi s
1 A o o LT, TR Tt & oY oy L s L Rt
are !"v'.i_h L‘LLU‘-.I 3 -DLL L]r.'..".' [L'.Il. KCCPp tNem CciiPlovoed in Icl =

ine fences, orin doinp fome trifling work on a {canty al
ll_-’ o &

ance. For to free a field-negrce, 1o long as he can work, 1s 2
maxim, which, notwithltanding the numer boafted 1
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miflions, no mafter ewer thinks of adepting in the colonie
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appropriated to || reft; and they muft be

cultivated, not for an amufement, but to
make up, 7f 7t be poffible, the great deficien-
cy in their weekly allowance of provifions.
Hence it appears, that the recervers have no

merit whatever in fuch an appropriation of

land to their unfortunate flaves : for they are
either under the neceffity of doing this, or of
fofing them by the jaws of famine. And it
1s 2 notorious fact, that, with their weekly
allowance, and the produce of their {pots
together, it is often with the greateft diffi-
culty that they preferve a wretched exift-
ence.

The third advantage which they are {

aid
to experience, is that of doly-days, or days of
refpite from their ufual difcipline and fatigue.
This is certainly a great indulgence, and
ought to be recorded to the immortal ho-
nour of the recervers. We with we could
exprefs their liberality in thofe handfome

| They muft be cultivated always on a Sunday, and fre-

quently in thofe hours which fhould be appropriated to fesp,

or the wretched pofleflors muit be inevitably farved.
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joining in  the dance, and that they had
every comfort and convenience, that people
are generally fuppofed to enjoy on fuch
convivial occafions. But this is far from
the cafe., Reafon informs us, that it can
never be. If they wifh for fuch innocent
recreations, they muft enjoy them in the
time that is alletted them for fleep; and
{o far are thefe dances from proceeding from
any uncommon degree of happinefs, which
excites them to convivial fociety, that they
proceed rather from an uncommon depref-
fion of fpirits, which makes them even facri-
fice their * reft, for the fake of experiencing
for a moment a more joyful oblivion of their

£ 1..,

Carcs. ]'“ iu!\}j‘-.]:i..' a1y OI1C Ol t IC A ELELULT Sy

in the middle of a dance, were to addrefs his
{laves in the following manner : ¢ Africans!
‘¢ T begin at laft to feel for your fituation;
«¢ and my confcience isfeverely hurt, when»

¢« ever I reflet that I have been reducing

# Thele dances are ufually in the
and fo defirous are thele unfortunate g b
a joyful hour, that they not only oft 7y bt

. l. ¥ 1 ' 1 1 1
idd to the labours of the day, by g o
;:l!: 1
[ 1.:\ ,‘L
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“¢ thofe to a ftate of mifery and pain, who

¢ have never given me offence. You feem
““ to be fond of thefe exercifes, but yet you
“¢ are obliged to take them at fuch unfea-
““ {onable hours, that they impair your
“~health, which is fufficiently broken by
¢ the intolerable fhare of labour which I
have hitherto impofed upon you. T will
‘¢ therefore make you a propofal. Will
¢ you be content to live in the colonies,
“¢-and you fhall have the half of every week
¢ entirely to yourfelves ? or will you choofe
““ to return to your miferable, wretched
¢ country ?"——But what is that which
ftrikes their ears ? Which makes them mo-
tionlefs in an inftant ? Which interrupts the
feftive fcene #—=—their country ?——tran-
!‘portinﬂ' found !|———Behold ! they are now
flying from the dance: you may fee them
running to the fhore, and, frantick as it
were with joy, demanding with open arms
an inftantaneous paflage to their beloved na-
tive plains.

Such are the colonial delights, by the re-
prefentation of which the recervers would
per{fuade us, that the Africans are taken from

1 1 3 ot
g thelr

L4

= T




ﬁwﬁ‘-’-— | — - '-_"__

¥ - [y = 7 p 1 . [ = ™ T T
';'19 ON THE OLAVERY AND L.U.\I.u'lj-,;-.-\.!.

their country to a region of conviviality and
mirth ; and that like thofe, who leave their
ufual places of relidence for a {ummer's

amufement, they are conveyed to the colo-

. el r o TORE Sper W ey | Loy
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ridiculous 1n attempt to ]LJ“.}_JLJL;'. thefe
{cencs of felicity on the publick, as feenes
which fall to. the lot of {laves, that the

Y 1 1 T 17 +- g 3
receivers. mult have been driven to great

3N oo s | ? 4 y Iy
extremities, to hazard them to the eye of
/
ceniure.
The laft point that remains to be confider-
. 1 Dy et Vgt p ey el | By o i T s
ed, is the thameful afiertion, that the Afizcans
are much gappier in rNe COlOnies, IRAn in 1el
:
o0 Councry. DUt 11 WNAat docs tih1s 1upte=

= | . In thofe real {ran
riour happineis 1N tNOIE 1€al ICENCES,
'l

it muit be j‘L;'-]iui, which have been juit
mentioned ; for thefe, by the confefiion of
the receivers, conititute the happinefs they
enjoy.—But it has been fhewn that thefe
have been unfairly reprefented ; and, were

they realized in the moft extenfive lati-

1 : R Wy Yo 1o
tude, they would not confirm the fact.
For if, upon a recapitulation, 1t confiits in
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the pleafure of manumiffion, they furely muft

o
N
I

1 Ioere-"com-

have pafied their lives in a muc

freal R T - r} | f
’-.!I-'..' manner, wilo, Ei_- LIIricans al
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bLome, have had no eccafien for {uch a bene=
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reafon upon this principle, that we never

know the value of a blefling but by its lofs.
This is generally true: but would any one

of them make himielf a flave for years, that

15TNC allErtion 1€1s rdalic in every otner conii-=
s R am sk ate=} St o el o
deration. For ir their nh IppINEis coniiiis 1n

. ¥ ; .
3 v ~almeren e
17T Te Colontes L

the pofieflion of @ mean and contracied [pe

g o 1. | PR e S - e g e P 1
what muit be their fituation, where a whole
reégion is their own, producing dlmoft {pon-
f ouflv the comforts of life. and reguifiiio
tancoully tic comioris ol 1uc, and requiriily

- ol | B | 1

for its cultivation none of thofe hours, whicl
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pleafures of the colonial dance, what muft it

. T

be in their own country, where they may

- —

El # dance for ever ; where there is no ftated hour
i to interrupt their felicity, no intolerable la-
y bour immediately to fucceed their recreati-
'1| ons, and no overfeer to receive them under
‘ the difcipline of the lath P—If thefe there-

fore are the only circumitances, by which
the aflertion can be proved, we may venture
*p‘ to fay, without fear of oppofition, that it
(] {

= oo i L, s e

l can never be proved at all,
K (o a1 R B I e ) S T S i o] 1 i, S
But tthL are not the oniy circumitances.

- . - = ’ e, Ry Epeeiea et e e, e
It is faid that they are barbarous at home.—
o you receivers civilize them ?—Yous

unwillinenefs to convert them to Chriftia-

o
srtrrs harairie Ui drrmsne L =t LT { 1
nity, becaule you iuppoie you mauit uie them
mnore 1T} wr s en converter 1¢ T\“ I 1 [,.”1
1__-._,-;L B llilllh Yv il 1l CAZLL Y Ll LAl o L ‘ Jelt
J

argument in favour of the fact.

It is affirmed again, that their manner of
life, and their fituation 1s fuch in their own
country, that to fay they are happy is a jeft.

: ‘¢ ¥ But who are you, who pretend to judge

¢¢ of another man’s happinefs ! That fiate

—— - - § Y ¥ - | 1 i N
i ¥ Bithop of Gloceiter’s iermon, preached before the io-
l" 3

! ciety ior the propagation of the -;-_u’.j'-.']. at the annmveriary
|/ jecting, on the 21t of February, 1700,
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¢ which each man, under the guidance of
¢ his maker, forms for himfelf, and not one
¢ man for another? To know what con-
¢ {titutes mine or your happinefs, is the
¢ fole prerogative of him who created us,
““ and caft us in fo various and different
< moulds. Did your flaves ever complain
¢ to you of their unhappinefs, amidft theig
¢ native woods and defarts? Or, rather,
¢€ let me afk, did they ever ceafe complain-
‘“ ing of their condition under you their
¢« lordly mafters? Where they fee, indeed,
¢ the accommodations of civil life, but fee
¢ them all pafs to others, themfelves un-
¢ benefited by them. Be fo gracious then,
‘¢ ye petty tyrants over human frccdam, to
¢ let your flaves judge for themfelves, what
it is which makes their own happinefs,
¢ and then fee whether they do not place
e watiraser Ba dlhioeis

Ferur Lo LRely awn couniry [~
o :

¢¢ ther than in the contemplation of your

1L 272

grandeur, of which their mifery makes fo
¢ large a part.”
But fince you {peak with fo much confi-

dence on the fubject, let us afk you receivers

again, if you have ever been informed by
P 4 your
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234 ON THE SLAVERY AND CoOMMERCE

{troy themfelves muft have been infupport-
ably wretched : and if the thought of re-
turning to their country after death, wbhen
they bave experienced the colonial joys, con=
ftitutes their fupreme felicity, what are they
but a proof, that they think there is as much
difference between the two f{ituations, as
there is between mifery and delight?

Nor is the aflfertion of the recervers lefs
liable to a refutation in the inftance of
thofe, who terminate their own exiftence,
than of thofe, whom nature releafes from
their perfecutions. They die with a {mile
upon their face, and their funerals are
attended by a vaft concourfe of their coun-
trymen, with every poffible * demonftra-
tion of joy. But why this unufual mirth,
if their departed brother has left an IiA}'J!_w
place? Or if he has been taken from the
care of an indulgent mafter, who confult-
ed his pleafures, and adminiftered to hi

wants ? But alas, 1t arifes from hence, that

® A negroe-funeral 1s confidered as a curious ficht, 1
B | Al S y h | v = 1 "
ed with finging, dancing, mufick, and every circum-
|
t! an ihew the attenda nts to be haj on the o¢
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be is gome fo bis bappy country: a circums
ftance, fuflicient of itfelf, to filence a myriad
of thofe {pecicus arguments, which the ima-
oination has been racked, and will always
be racked to produce, in favour of a fyftem
of tyranny and oppreffion.

It remains only, that we thould now con-

= 9
|

clude the chapter with

=
L

fact, which will

a
=

(hew that the account, which we have given
of the fituation of flaves, 1s ftrictly true, and
will refute at the fame time all the argu-
ments which have hithertc been, and may
yet be brought by the »eceivers, to prove that
their treatment is humane. In one of the
weltern colonies of the Europeans, * fix
hundred and fifty thoufand flaves were im-
ported within an hundred years; at the expi-
ration of which time, their whole pofterity
were found to amount to one hundred and

forty thoufand. ‘Thisfa& will afcertain the

* In g6 years, ending in 1774, 800,000 flaves had been im-

ported into the French part of St. Domingo, of which there

remained only 290,000 in 1774. lait number only

, 1. €. of 650,000

140,000 WEre Creolcs,; or '."‘..-_ti_".:"- i

T
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llaves, Lhc whole [-::l‘.\:l.',' WEre 140,000, Con

- la Golonie de 8t. Demin FUE, 'L‘-;L]LI.;.]J.'\,L. by
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treatment of itfelf. For how fhamefully

2 ™ 1
muft thefe unfortunate people have be

e 3 k| l - = i . 1L
c;[‘-i‘!l’L’Hiﬁ‘-d ? What a dreadful !‘l
i

famine, fatigue, and cruelty, have made :
mong them, when we confider, that the
{cendants of fix bundred and fifty thoufa;
*}‘--‘f-p[;; in the 1 of ].i!-.', :‘l" 11
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have produced .in the fame period, under

] & 1 .
common aavaniages, and 1n a coun

oenial to their conflitution:
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* Ten thoufand people under fair advantage '
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convenial to their con ns, and where the 1
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they refolve to wear out, as faft as they pof-

iii;h-‘ can, their unfortunate flaves, that their

miferies may the fooner end, and that a
4 4 - -
wretched pofterity may be prevented from

their parental “condition, - Now,

- this is the plan of reafoning which
the receivers adopt, we cannot take upon us
to decide; but true it is, that the effect
produced is exaltly the fame, as if 1‘?‘15}.‘ had
reafoned wholly on this denevolent prin-

. 1
ClpIC,
4

We. have now taken a furvey of the

treatment which the unfortunate Africans
undergo, when they are put into the hands
of the recesvers. This treatment, by the

lbur iii‘ﬁf chapters of the prefent part of

1 11- &
this Eflay, appears to be wholly iniupport-

1 [ 1 . 3 e 1 St =
;1.’1.1lc, and to be fuch as no human being can

—

apply to another, without the imputation

gy b i 5 08 B
of fuch crimes, as thould make him tremble.

- Yo Sy
But as 111-.*.71_\-' arguments are ufually advanced

by thofe . who have any intereft in the prac-

tice,
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e

tice, by which they would either exculpate

the treatment, or diminifth its feverity, we

H\ allotted the remaining chapters for their
: "; difcuffion. In thefe weconfidered the pro-
i bability of fuch a treatment againft the
|| ; motives of intereft; the credit that was to
| )] be given to thofe difinterefted writers on the

{ubject, who have recorded particular inftan-
ces of barbarity ; the inferiority of the 4/~

ricans to the human f{pecies; the compari-

e by "o oy o r-rAArAS verh) - o (g®
{-UHC: tlxl‘-t skl C g\.'.‘.-i.;”‘ LTl CLG WA :Lh. !L’jf?\'\,‘.\,_'_ tlJ
heir fituation ; the pofitive {cenes of Teli=
2 i

ry
other argument, in fhort, that we have found

city which they are faid to enjoy, and eve

to have ever been advanced in the defence
of flavery. Thefe have been all confidered,
and we may venture to pronounce, that,
inftead of anfwering the purpofe for which

a2

' fuch circumftances to light, as clearly thew,

they were intended, they ferve only to bring

that if ingenuity were racked to invent a
' fituation, that would be the moft diflref-
fing and infupportable to the human race;

it could never invent one, that would fuit

:‘.ul the defcription better, than the cotonial
li' ff’t'ii'c"?:}'..

i i
1§
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If this then be the cafe, and if flaves,
notwithiftanding all the arguments to the
contrary, are exquifitely miferable, we afk
you receivers, by what right you reduce them
to fo wretched a fituation ?

You reply, that you buy zbem ; that your
money conftitutes your right, and that, like
all other things which you ‘purchafe, they
are wholly at your own difpoial

Upon this principle alone it was, that
we profefled to view your treatment, or
examine your right, when we faid, that
¢« # the queftion refolved itfelf into two
‘¢ {eparate parts for difcufliion: into the
““ African commerce, as explained in the
¢ hiftory of flavery, and the fubfequent
¢« flavery in the colonies, as founded on the
““ equity of the commerce.” Now, fince it
appears that this commerce, upon the fulleft

- . . - e R —— \ € Jd. »f B
inveftigation, 1s contrary to ‘- tbe prin-
L c;’j;j}_f of law and government, the dictates

““ of reafon, the common maxims of equity; the

““ Jaws of nature, the admonitions of confecience,

. y S A= il e e
€ ,,w;'f'fj irl _fr,»c,') f, Lhé 'LJ!I{.H}L u'rﬂ'ﬂ?);.’,’; .'_,j‘ ,’,g.‘:‘.g}*;:{

P a e - E Y oris -
Page 50. + Page 115

it -.-".-_',.. 23
Ferigion,
5

SR, TR W T e T TR A v

R Y




240 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

¢ peligion,” it 15 evident ‘L’;;.'.. t the 7right,
which is founded upon it, muft be the fame ;
and that if thofe things only are 1.‘.'-.;'%‘"-.11 in the
fi

themfelves, or proceea from virtuous Ef._:-;';:._

tht of God, which are either virtuous in

(
o

oy + v I 29 = -y ST £ = I/
ciples; you bave no right over them at all.
<7 - e el N e M ol 5 I .
¥ ou YOLULICLYLCS a1l CUOI1ICLY Lillo, 1" Uil

when we afk you, whether any-human be-

I you, you: immedi-

inec has a right to fe
Ing g

~1%r R TSR e e A i e
ately aniwer, INo; as 1f nature revolted at
i £ ST BT EER TR e VI o o amhia T
th'{_: 1.[1(_.‘-. >iit, d41d 4§ 1I¥ 1L wWas 10 contradice
torv to yvour own fe n]q r¥S, 458 not to reauire
LU L -,_-'\ i 11 A1l H7y 4w 1l VL Ll LU ULl G
o’ = 1
e b ].--1"5';'\r\ But wWio are vou "1-',-'-' Eave
CONNAacldadilioll. UL Wil alb'c JUL, Litdil 11aVe

e > r':-'.'j b TX1 9 <
yerties of mankina wWhen did nature, or
bl @ L

1 - -
rather the Author of nature, make {o partial

a diftinction between you and them ? \."\ her
did He fay, that you fhould have the 1*.:'1\.'5-;
]*frf of {el 11'W others, and that others thould
not have the privilege of felling you :
Now {ince you L.‘(:-I‘Ji‘-:}-:;', that no ia.-__-ri'izl_'._
whatever has a right to difpofe of you in
this manner, you muft confefs alfo, that

thofe things are unlawful to be done to you,

the
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the fale. Let us fuppofe then, that in confe~
quence of the commerce you were forced intoa
fhip; thatyou were conveyed to another coun-

try ; that you were fold there ; that you were

pinched by continual hunger and thirft;
and fubjett to be whipped, cut, and - man-

1 ]

el [ o 1 1 g NS
oled at difcretion, and all this at the hands

of thofe, whom you had never offended
vould you not think that you had a right
to refift their treatment? Would you not

refift 1t with a {afe confcience? And would
you not be {furprized, if your refiftance
fhould be termed rebellion ?~—By the former
premifes you muft anfwer, yes.—Such then
is the cafe with the wretched Afficans.
They have a right to refift your proceedings.

They can refift them, and yet they cannot
ftly be confidered as rebellious. For
though we {uppofe them to have been

guilty of crimes to one another; though
we f{uppofe them to have been the moft
abandoned and execrable of men, yet are
they perfetly innocent with refpeét to
you receivers.  You have no right to touch
even the hair of their heads without their

% Y
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242
own confent. It is not your money, that
can inveft you with a right. Human liber-
ty can neither be bought nor fold. Every
fath that you give them is unjuft. Tt
is a lath againft nature and religion, and

will farely ftand recorded againft you, fince
they are all, with refpeG to your wmpious

{elves, in a ftate of nature; in a f{tate of ori-
ginal diffociation ; perfetly free.

A~ p 4§

=t

C=1

Having now confidered both the commerce
and /flavery, it remains only to collect fuch
arguments as are fcattered in different parts
of the work, and to make fuch additional re-
marks, as prefent themfelves on the fubject.

And firft, let us atk you, who have {tudied
the law of nature, and you, who are learned in
the law of the land, if all property muft not
be inferiour in its nature to its poflefior,
or, in other words, (for it is a cafe, which
every perfon muft bring home to his own
breaft) if you fuppofe that any human being
can have a property in yourfelvess Let us
1'_',
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atk you appraifers, who fcientifically know
the value of things, if any human creature
is equivalent only to any of the trinkets
that you wear, or at moff, to any of the
horfes that you ride: or in other words,
if you have ever confidered the moft eoftly
things that you have valued, as eguivalent to
yourfelves ¢ - Let us afk you rationalifts,

man, as a reafonable being, is not accountable
for his adions, and lut us put the fame
queftion to you, who have ftudied the divine
writings 7 Let us alk you parents, if ever
you thought tl

-J

4

at you pofiefled an auzbority
as fuch, or if ever you expected a duty from
your fons; and let us afk you fons, if ever
you felt an impulfe in your own breafts to
obey your parents. Now, if you fhould all
anfwer as we could with, if you fhould all
an{wer confiftently with reafon, nature, and
the revealed voice of God, what a dreadful
argument will prefent itfelf againft the com-
merce and flavery of the human fpecies,
when we refle®, that no man whatever can
be bought or reduced to the fituation of a
(lave, but be muft inflantly become @ brute, be

'E:’;’lsl :’L/IT anti ) be reduced to the value of :fa/:‘
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fhin 'I‘_-f"

e T— R B WS gt el




244 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

things, awhich were made for bis own ufe and
convenienee ; he muft inflantly ceafé to be ac-
countable for bis altions, and bis authority as
g parent, and bis duty as a fon, muft be in=
flantly no mare.

Neither does it efcape our notice, when
we are {peaking of the fatal wound which
every focial duty muft receive,” how con-
fiderably Chriftianity fuffers by the condu&
of you receivers. For by profecuting this
impious commerce, you keep the Africans
in a flate of perpetual ferocity and barba-
rifm; and by profecuting it in fuch a
manner, as muft reprefent your religion,
as a {yltem of robbery and oppreflfion, you

2

pofe the propagation of the gof-

Nnot only opi
p 'l i

pel, as far as you are able yourfelves, but
throw the moft certain impediments in the
way of others, who might attempt the glo-
rious and important tafk.

Such alfo is the effe¢t, which the {fubfe-
quent {lavery in the colonies muit produce.
For by your inhuman treatment of the un-
fortunate Af7icans there, you create the fame
infuperable impediments to a converfion.

For
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FFor how muft they deteft the very name of
Chriftians, when you Chriftians are deformed
by fo many and dreadful vices ? How muit
they deteft that {yftem of religion, which
appears to refift the natural rights of men,
and to give a fanctign to brutality and mur-
der:t

But, as we are now mentioning Chriftia-
nity, we muit paufe for a little time, to make
a few remarks on the arguments which are
ufually deduced from thence by the rece:-
pers, in defence of their fyftem of opprefiion.
For the reader may readily {uppofe, that, if
they did not hefitate to bring the O/d Tef-
tament in {upport of their barbarities, thcy
would hardly let the New efcape them.

S¢. Paul, having converted Onefimus to the
Chriftian faith, who was a fugitive flave of
Philemon, {ent him back to his mafter. This
circum{tance has furnifhed the receivers
with a plea, that Chriftianity encourages
flavery. But they have not only - {trained

s
- |

the paflag
1 -

oes which thc}! pm;‘_ia;a'n.z in iltp;mrt

of their affertions, but are ignorant of hif-
torical facts. The benevolent apofitle, in the

letter which he wrote to Philemon, the mafter

0O » v
e ©3
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246 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

of One/fimus, addrefles him to the following
effect : ““I fend him back to you, but not in
¢ his former capacity, ® not now as a fer-
¢ want, but above a fervant, a brother be-
¢ Joved. In this manner I befeech you to
¢ receive him, for though I could ezjoin you
“ to do it, yet I had rather it thould be a
¢ matter of your own wi//, than of neceffity.”

It appears that the f{ame Onefimus, when
he'was fent back, was no longer ¢ /lave, that
he was a minifter of the gofpel, that he was
joined with Tychicus in an ecclefiaftical
commiflion to the church of the Coloffians,
and was afterwards bithop of Epbefus. 1If
language therefore has any meaning, and if
hiftory has recorded a fact which may be

believed, there is no cafe more oppofite to
the do&rine of the recezvers, than this which
they produce in its {upport.

It is {aid again, that Chriftianity, among
the many important precepts which it con-
tains, does not furnith us with one for the
abolition of flavery. But the reafon is ob-

vious. Slavery at the time of the introduc-

* Epift. to Philemon.

tion
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tion of the gofpel was univerfally prevalent,
and if Chriftianity had abruptly declared,
that the millions of flaves thould have been
made free, who were then in the world,
it would have been univerfally rejected,
containing docirines that were dangerous,
if not deftruive, to fociety. In order there-
fore that it might be univerfally received,
it never meddled, by any pofitive precept,
with the civil inftitutions of the times : but
though it does not exprefsly fay, that ‘ you
¢¢ f{hall neither buy, nor fell, nor pofiefs a
¢¢ flave,” it i1s evident that, in its general
tenour, it fufficiently militates againft the
cuftom.

The firft doctrine which it inculcates, is
that of Arotberly love. It commands good
will towards men. It enjoins us to love our
neighbours as ourfelves, and to do unto all
men, as we would that they fthould do unto
us. Andhow can any man fulfil this {cheme
of univerfal benevolence, who reduces an
unfortunate perfon aganfi bis will, to the

moft infupportable of all human Cfmdi‘.‘ionﬁ-

ho confiders him as his pr ivate operty,
and treats him, not as a brother, nor as one
Q 4 r_:-i"
|
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248 OnN THE SLAVERY AND CoOMMERCT

of the fame parentage with himfclf, but as
an animal of the brute creation 2

But the moft important doctrine is that,
by which we are affured that mankind are
to exift in a future ftate, and to give an ac-

g 5 ol . e y
count of thofe adtions, which they have
{feverally done in the fleth. This firikes at

&
1

- . oy mawF - ¢ P "%y I 1 - ’
the very root of flavery. For how can any

man be juftly called to an account for his
ations, whole aftions are not a¢ bis own 4/~

Proepe

flave. His liberty is abfolutely bought and

pofal2 -"This is the cafe with the * propes

T = e / - gty P o g et g STPAME R S
{.‘J;IJ,(‘!." C;'f' ;'1‘-&1’:,"_; and i I..hL ]I. ure h.il‘._' ,'"_ vt and
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("i”.’;ﬁ acie, ]lC 18 Hnder rthe necetly or pi pE-

t'.-..:.l."[;_; any crime, wilcil ti€ purciaaicr may

order him to commit, or, in other words,
;'. et e i 1, . Rt e pat T b i ‘.
O6 - CCdilng 10 DC glcounrap
f .

1 hele doctrines thereiore are iuficient tc

{thew, that il;‘.\'tr:}' 1s incompatible with

* The Africar flave is of this defcription ; and we could
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Chriftian fyftem.  The Europeans confidered
them as fuch, when, at the clofe of the
twelfth century, they refifted their heredi-
tary prejudices, and occafioned its abolition,
Hence one, among many other proofs, that
Chriftianity was the production of infinite

wifdom ; that though it did not take fuch

S e i i g e S T 1
expreis cognizZzance ol ti

e wicked national
inftitutions of the times, as fhould™hinder
1ts reception, it fhould yet contain fuch
dodtrines, as, when it fhould be fully efta-

blithed, would be {uflicient for the aboli-

| PR W B i o s -

I'hus then 1s the argument of vou reces-
aery 1neffeGual. and vour con lu& impicns
verys 1ncHrceciual, and :51 condanuct 1[..}1](_.11;._

For, by the profecution of. this wicked fla-

very and commerce, you not only oppoi'e

the propagation of that gofpel which was

ordered to be ]-:'-;-.‘-_1_!'.;-.: unto every creature

and bring it hihaguu1L:uin, but you oppofe
its tenets. alfo : firfl, becaufe you violate

A

that law of wnrver/fal benevolence, which was

to take away thofe hateful diftin&ions of

1

S e e B fr e Yenah ary B A :
few and Gentile - Greer and saroarian, .f‘-_‘,-",'iz’

e e S e | raviina Yarl L . S e
and free, which prevailed when the gofpel
was introduced ; and fecondly, becaufe, as
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every man is to give an account of his ac=
tions hereafter, it is neceffary that he fhould
be free.

Another argument yet remains, which,
though nature will abfolutely turn pale at
the recital, cannot poflibly be omitted. ~ In
thofe wars, which are made for the fake of
procuring flaves, 1t 1s evident that the con-
teft muft be generally obftinate, and that
great numbers muft be {lain on both fides,
before the event can be determined. This
we may. reafonably apprehend to be the cafe:
and we have * fhewn, that there have not
been wanting inftances, where the conquer-
ors have been f{o incenfed at the refiftance
they have found, that their fpirit of ven-
geance has entirely got the better of their
avarice, and they have murdered, in cool
blood, every individual, without difcrimina-
tion, either of age or fex. From thefe and
other circumftances, we thought we had
fufficient reafon to conclude, that, where
ten were {uppofed to be taken, an Aundred,

including the victors and vanquifhed, might

* See the defcription of an African battle, p, g8.
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be fuppofed to perifh.. Now, as the annual
exportation from Africa confifts of an hun-
dred thoufand men, and as the two orders,
of thofe who are privately kidnapped by
individuals, and of thofe, who are pub-
lickly feized by virtue of the authority
of . their prince, compofe together, at
leaft, nine-tenths of the Afiican flaves, it
follows, that about ten thoufand confift of
convi€ts and prifoners of war. The laft
order is the moft numerous. Let us {fuppofe
then that only fix thonfand of this order are
annually fent into fervitude,; and it will im-
mediately appear that no lefs than fixzy thou-
Jand people annually perifh in thofe wars,
which are made only for the purpofe of pro-
curing {laves. - But that this number, which
we believe to be by no means exaggerated,
may be free from all objection, we will in-
clude thofe in the eftimate, who die as they
are travelling to the fhips. Many of thefe
unfortunate people have a journey of one
thoufand miles to perform on foot, and are
driven like fheep through inhofpitable woods
and deferts, where they frequently die in

oreat numbers, from faticue and want.
L= ot

Now
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252 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

Now if to thofe, who thus perith on the
frican continent, by war and travelling,
we fubjoin * thofe, who afterwards perith
on the voyage, and in the feafoning together,
it will appear that, in every yearly attempt
10 fI_Llﬂ"t vt Eﬁ( (..fﬂolh' S dll :.F‘- ';‘-".9..-"".-"(5.‘? ;‘.f.'.’*}r'_g";'tl,u;if
muft perith, even 1\.:.'ifa|'a: one uleful individual
1 | T 1

-----

can be obtained.

Gracious God ! how wicked, how beyond
all example impious, muit be that fervitude,
which cannot be carried on without the
continual murder of fo many and innocent
}“C'I"Ti‘ | 'What punifhment i1s not to be ex-
puh.d for fuch monftrous and tmp alleled

ir:‘;!‘?‘:‘:illal. ! For if ]L, blood of Olc man,

i

anjuftly fhed, cries with {o loud a voice

. 1 T LT b o =i R {1, P~
1“,|- the divince ‘\.-‘,'-‘_:_I- dICC, 110OW L.rl.!“ th\._.
wiee and oTroan: '\.[' q hundred thowlind 16T

CIICS and o LOcllo U dll DUNAréa Lo LLlriti [}.'.._J‘l,

annually murdered, afcend the celeftial man-
fions, and bring down that punifhment,
which fuch enormities deferve ! But do we
mention punithment? Do we allude to that

nunithment, which fhall be infli¢ted on men

—

. 13 rd ~ 1 -III' e 1.1..'-.r - T VAT
as individuals, 1n a future hife? Do we
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allude to that awful day, which fhall furely
come, when the mafter {hall behold his mur-
dered negroe face to face? When a train of
mutilated {laves thall be broughtagainft him?
When he fhall ftand confounded and abath-
ed ? Or, do we allude to that punithment,
which may be inflited on them here, as
members of a wicked community? Forasa
body politick, if its members are ever fo
numerous, may be confidered as an whole,
acting of itfelf, and by itfelf, in all affairs in
which it is concerned, fo it 1s accountable,
as fuch, for its conduct; and as thefe kinds
of polities have only their exifience here,
{fo it is only in this world, that, as fuch,
they can be punifhed.

“ Now, whether we confider the crime,
¢« with refpe¢t to the individuals imme-

¢¢ diately concerned in this moft barbarous

‘¢ and cruel traffick, or whether we confider
‘¢ it as * patronized and encouraged by the
£é

laws of the land, it prefents to our view

* The legiflature has fquandered away more morney in the

profecution of the flave trade, within twenty years, than-an

any other trade whatever, having granted from the year 1750,
to the year 1770, the fum of 300,000 pounds.
¢ an
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s an equal degree of enormity, A crime,
“ founded on a dreadful pre-eminence in
«« wickednefs,—a crime, which being bath

1

¢ of individuals and the nation, muft fome-

€ time draw down upon us the heavieft

1

¢ judgment of Almighty God, who made

< of one blood all the {fons of men, and
¢ who gave to all equally a natural right
¢ toliberty; and who, ruling all the king-
¢ doms of the earth with equal providen-
¢¢ tial juftice, cannot fuffer fuch deliberate,
¢« fuch monftrous - iniquity, to pafs long
¢¢ unpunifhed.q

But alas! he feems already to have inter-
fered on the occafion! The * yiolent and
fupernatural agitations of all the elements,
which, for a feries of years, have prevailed

in thofe European {fettlements, where the

+ Sermon preached before the Univerfity of Cambridge,
by the Rev. Peter Peckard.

¢ The firft noted earthquake at Jamaica, happened June
the 7th 1692, when Port Royal was totally funk. This was
fucceeded by one in the year 1697, and by another in the year
1922, from which time to the prefent, thefe regions of the
globe feem to have been feverely vifited, but particularly dur-
ing the laft fix or feven years. See a general account .of the
calamities, occafioned by the late tremendous hurricanes and
earthquakes in the Welt-Indian iflands, by Mr. Fowler.

unfortunate



oF THE HumAaN SPECIES. 356

unfortunate Africans are retained in a ftate
of flavery, and which have brought unfpeak~
able calamities on the inhabitants, and puba-
lick loffes on the ftates to which they feve-
rally belong, are fo many awful vifitations
of God for this inhuman violation of his
laws. And it is not perhaps unworthy of
remark, that as the fubjefts of Great-Bri-
tain have two thirds of this impious com=
merce in their own hands, fo they have
{uffered in the fame proportion, or * more
feverely than the reft.

How far thefe misfortunes may appear to
be acts of providence, and to create an alarm
to thofe who have been accuftomed to re-
fer every efiect to its apparent caule ; who

>

have been habituated to ftop there, and to

overlook the finger of God, becaufe it is
flightly covered under the veil of fecondary
laws, we will not pretend to determine?
but this we will affert with confidence, that

the Europeans have richly deferved themall;
® The many fhips of war belonging to the Britifh navy,

which were loft with all their erews in thele dreadful hurri-
canes, will fufficiently prove the fat,

B
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266 ON THE SLAVERY AND CoMMERCE

that the fear of fympathy, which can hardly
be reftrained on other melancholy occafions;
feems to forget to flow at the relation of
thefe; and that we can never, with any
fhadow of juftice, 'with profperity to the

-

undertakers of thoie, wholie {

uccels muft be
at the expence of the happinefs of millions
of their fellow-creatusés,

But this is fufficient. For if liberty is
only an adventitious right ; if men are by
no means {uperiour to brutes ; if every fo-
cial duty is a curfe ; if cruelty is highly to
be efteemed ; if murder is ftriétly honour-
able, and Chriftianity is a lye; then it is
evident, that the African {lavery may be
purfued, without either the remorfe of con-
{cience, or the imputation of a crime. = But
if the contrary of this is true, which rea-
fon muft immediately evince, it is evident
that no cuftom eftablithed among men was
ever more impious; fince it is contrary to
reafon, juftice, nature, the principles of law
and government, the whole dollrine, in [hort,
of natural religion, and the revealed woice of

{\; (7, fd"lr.
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