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MEMORANDUM.

Asour ten years ago, the writer of the following chap-
ters was requested by a friend, to commit to paper, a bio-
graphical sketch of himself, accompanied by a statement
of such facts and incidents relating to the early settlement
of the North-Western Territory, as were within his recol-
lection, and might be considered worth preserving.

It was foreseen that the execution of such a request,
would necessarily be attended with delicacy and difficulty.
Many of the matters embraced in it, related, more or less,
to himself; and he did not believe that they could be of
much interest, even to friends ; and certainly, of much less
to the public generally. Besides, many occurrences in the
early settlement of the country, which were of some im-
portance at the time, had escaped his recollection, or
were imperfeetly remembered.

The request, however, was complied with, in a series
of letters, written in 18387, which were laid before the His-
torical Society of Ohio, by the gentleman to whom they

were addressed, and ordered to be published among the

transactions of the institution.
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That book being out of print, the writer has been urged,
h}' many of his Eu-!'mm:d []‘]1)]1(_1:'-_, ZL]lt'l h:\' (11}1(31}':‘ to 1‘1‘\'5.49,
enlarge, and put them in a more convenient form for
publication. He consented to do so, and the result is
now submitted to the public. The work claims for itself,
nothing more of merit, than belongs to a collection of au-
thentie, detached, facts; set down with more regard to
truth, than to polish of style, or chronological arrangement;
from which the historian may select materials for future
use.

The writer does not suppose, that any of the occurren-
ces recited in the work, derive additional consequence from
the fact, that he has been in any way connected with them.
His name is mentioned, because the omission of it might
render the narrative obscure, and less intelligible. The

facts are equally interesting, be the adventurer who he

may. * Mutato nomine, de te fabula narratur.”
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INTRODUCTION.

PRELIMINARY CHAPTER.

The grandfather and father of the author.—Where born and educated.—The
latter, engaged in the Revolutionary struggle in 1774.—Was chairman of
the Committee of Public Safety.—Treatment of the Tories.—Dr. B, elected
to Congress.—Appointed Physician and Surgeon General of the eastern de-
partment, April, 1777.—Stationed at West Point when the treason of Arnold
was discovered.—Capture of Major Andre.—Measures to procure his libera-
tion.—Threats used.— Offer to exchange him for Arnold—Firmness of

Washington.—Delicate treatment of Andre.—Tried, convicted and hung.—

Military movements on Long Island.—York Island.—Retreat to the Dela-
ware.—Battle of Trenton.—Battle of Princeton.—American army put in
winter quarters,—Attempis to injure the character of Washington.—His
character defended.

Tue writer of the following chapters is the son of Dr.
William Burnet, the elder, of Newark, New Jersey; and
the grandson of Dr. Ichabod Burnet, a native of Scotland,
who was educated at Edinburgh—removed to America
soon after his education was finished, and seftled at Eliza-
bethtown, in the province of New Jersey; where he prae-
ticed his profession with great success, as a physician and
surgeon, till 1773, when he died at the advanced age of
eighty years.

His only son, William, was born in 1780 —educated at
Nassau Hall, during the presidency of the Reverend Aaron

Burr

and graduated in 1749, before the institution was

removed to Princeton.
He studied medicine under Dr. Staats, of New York, and
practiced it with assiduity and success, till the difliculties
2




18 INTRODUCTION.

with the Mother Country became alarmingly serious.
Being a high-toned Whig, he took an active part in the
measures of resistance which were resorted to, against the
oppressive proceedings of the British government.

When the judicial courts of the province were closed
and the regular administration of justice suspended, by a
ministerial order, he relinquished the practice of his pro-
fession, which was extensive and lucrative, and took part
in the political movements of the day, with great activity
and zeal.

The protection of law having been withdrawn, by closing
the judicial tribunals of the colony, the people assumed the
reins of government from necessity, and administered law
and justice as well as they could, circumstanced as they
were.

In some places it was done by county arrangements, and
in others by township committees. In Newark, as a tem-
porary expedient, the power was vested in a “Committee
of Public Safety,” appointed by the people of the township.

Similar measures of precaution were necessarily resorted
to throughout the province; each county, town or neighbor-
hood. devising and pursuing its own plan. The powers
confided to these committees were dictatorial ; and the en-
tire whig population stood plﬁ-dgml to enforce their decis-
jong. The tories were numerous, and had full confidence
that the British troops would overrun the country, and
reduce it to obedience, without encountering any serious
vesistance. 'They were therefore bold and insolent, and by
their movements the public peace was constantly endan-
gered, and was preserved only by the vigorous action of
those conservative bodies.

The committee appointed at Newark, of which Dr.
Burnet was chairman, was in session almost daily, hear-

ing and deciding complaints, and adjudicating on the vari-

ous matters referred to them. Some of the most obnoxious
of the tories they banished: on others they imposed fines
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and imprisonment, and in some instances inflicted stripes.
By this bold proceeding the disaffected were kept in check;
the whigs were pacified, and restrained from personal vio-
lence on the loyalists, who ridiculed the attempt to resist
the Mother Country, and openly justified her tyrannical
proceedings.

The Newark committee, which consisted of three mem-
bers, Dr. Burnet, Judge J. Hedden, and Major S. Hays, con-
tinued in the discharge of their duty till the refreat to the
American army from York Island, through the Jerseys to the
Delaware, closely pressed by the enemy, who overran that
state. See note on page 22.

Dr. Burnet was in the medical service of the country,
from the commencement of the contest, and was the super-
intendent of a Military Hospital, established on his own
responsibility, in Newark, in the year 1775. In the winter
of 1776-7, the Legislature of New Jersey elected him a
member of the Continental Congress. Soon after he took
his seat, the subject of the medical department of the army
was taken up in Congress, and a new arrangement adopted.
The thirteen states were divided into three districts—the
southern, middle, and eastern; and provision was made for
a Physician-general and a Surgeon-general, in each; but
in consideration of the strong claims of Dr. Burnet, on the
score of past services as well as of qualificatian, they pro-
vided for a Physician and Surgeon-general, in the eastern
district, and conferred the appointment on him. He then
resigned his seat in Congress, accepted the appointment,
and continued in the discharge of its arduous duties, till the
peace of 1783.

He was stationed at West Point when General Arnold
conceived and matured his plan fo surrender that post to
the enemy, and it so happened that he, with a party of the
officers of the garrison, were dining with the General, when
the officer of the day entered, and reported that a spy had
been taken below, who called himself John Anderson. It
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was remarked by the persons who were at the table, that
this intelligence, interesting to the General as it must have
been, produced no visible change in his countenance or
behaviour—that he continued in his seat for some minutes,

conversing as before—after which he arose, saying to his

guests, that business required him to be absent for a short
time, and desiring them to remain and enjoy themselves
till his return. The next intelligence they had of him was,
that he was in his barge, moving rapidly to a British ship
of war, the Vulture, which was lying at anchor a short
distance below the Point.

The sequel of that treasonable conspiracy, is as familiar
to the American ear, as “household words.” All know
that it terminated in the execution of Major Andre, the
Adjutant-general of the British army, and an Aid-de-camp
of Sir Henry Clinton. Very great and strenuous efforts
were made, both in Great Britain and France, as well as
by the Commander-in-chief of the British army, to save the
life of that gifted and highly accomplished officer, who was
connected with the most distinguished families in England.

In reply to those applications, General Washington pro-
posed to exchange Andre for Arnold. That offer was man-
ifestly unexpeected, and embarrassing; and gave rise to a
protracted and animated correspondence between the com-
manders of the two armies. Sir Henry Clinton denied that
Andre was a spy, as he entered the American lines, under
the protection of a pass, from the General who commanded
in the District; and intimated, that he should feel bound to
retaliate, if Washington persisted in his purpose. The

American commander maintained, by fact and argument,
that, according to the understanding and practice of all
nations, Andre was a spy, and that nothing would save
him from the penal consequences of his crime, but the sur-
render of Arnold—on that condition he would release him,
and on no other. That proposition not being accepted, the
Commander in-chief of the American Army ordered a
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hoard of general officers for the trial of the prisoner, of
which Major General Greene was designated as' the Presi-
dent. That board, after a careful investigation of the
facts, reported, that Major Andre was a spy, and ought to
suffer death. In pursuance of that finding, he was sen-
tenced to be hung on ‘the succeeding day. Two officers
were designated by the president of the board, to com-
municate the intelligence to the unfortunate Andre, and
to attend him to the place of execution. One of them was
Major Burnet, one of the Aides-de-camp of General Greene,
and the second son of Dr. Burnet. When the sentence
of the court was communicated to the prisoner, he wrote
to General Washington, requesting a change of the sen-
tence, and praying that he might be shot; adding that if
that indulgence were granted, he could meet his fate with-
out a murmur; but the circumstances of the case were of a
character, to convince the Commander-in-chief that he
could not commute the punishment, consistently with the
established rules of martial law, and without subjecting
himself to the charge of instability, or want of nerve.
Major Andre heard the failure of his application, with
calmness, and when the fatal hour came, he walked with
a firm step, and composed countenance, to the platform of
the gallows, arm-in-arm between the American officers
designated to attend him. The multitude, who witnessed
the execution, unitedly testified, that the unfortunate suf-
ferer met his destiny with a calmness and composure,
indicative of a brave, accomplished soldier.

That West Point, the Gibraltar of the United States,
might be made a cheap conquest to the enemy, the traitor
had caused some of the heavy cannon to be dismounted,
and portions of the masonry to be taken down, to be
rebuilt, as he pretended, with additional strength. After
the arrival of the Commander-in-chief at the post, he

caused those treasonable dilapidations to be repaired, with-
out delay.
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At the clogse of the war, Dr. Jurnet returned to his
family, and devoted himself to agricultural pursuits. He
was soon after appointed presiding judge of the court of
common pleas, by the state legislature. He was also
chosen President of the State Medical Society, of which
he had formerly been an active member. Being a fine
olassical scholar, and desirous of reviving the practice of
delivering the annual address in the Latin language,
which had fallen into disuse; on taking the chair, he read
an elaborate essay, in Latin, on the proper use of the
lancet in pleuritic cases,

While in the enjoyment of his usual health, a violent
attack of erysipelas in the face and head, suddenly termi-
nated his life, on the 7th of October, 1791, in the sixty-first
year of his age.

His sixth son, the writer of these notes, was born on the
922d. of February, 1770—was educated at Nassau Hall,
under the presideney of Dr. Witherspoon, and oraduated
in September, 1791. Before he had finished his collegiate
course, he determined to settle himself in the Miami coun-
try, where his father had made a congiderable investment.
In the mean time he completed his professional studies
was admitted to the bar by the Supreme Court of the State,

in the spring of 1796

and proceeded without delay to
Cincinnati, with a full determination of making it his per-
manent residence, and of rising or falling with 1t.

Whatever there may be of interest in his professional,
or political life, will be sufficiently developed, by the faects
connected with the settlement and improvement of the
North-western Territory, in which he hore an early, and an
active part; and in which he endured a full share of the
exposure, privation and suffering, which necessarily attend
such an enterprise.

Nore—The losses of the American army on Long Island
and York Island, succeeded by the disastrous battle of the
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White Plains, and the surrender of Forts Washington and
Lee, with their numerous garrisons, of about a thousand
each, compelled General Washington, late in the fall of
1776, to cross the Hudson, followed by a victorious enemy :
and, after a rapid retreat, place his exhausted army in a
situation of temporary safety, on the west bank of the Del-
aware. That retrograde movement, with the losses which
preceded it, produced a general opinion, that the war was
at an end. Despondency took the place of hope, and, un-
der its influence, multitudes, both in East and West Jersey,
submitted to their fate—renewed their oaths of allegiance,
and took protections from the British commander, as the
only expedient to save their lives and secure their pro-
perty.

But the despair which those events were fast spreading
over the country, was of short duration. The American
commander, who had adopted the maxim, ni/ desperandum,
and had carried it into practice through life, did not yield
to the alarm which was paralizing the hopes of the bravest
of his officers. When their lengthened visages indicated
the feelings which harassed théir minds, after they had
pitched their tents on the frozen banks of the Delaware, he
very pleasantly remarked, that “the darkest part of the night
was just before the dawn of day.” At the time he uttered
that sentiment, he was projecting a plan to resume offen-
sive operations, by a simultaneous attack on the enemy at
Trenton and at Bordentown.

Although the attempt against the latter place failed, in
consequence of the floating ice in the river, yet the main
attack on Trenton, which was led by Washington, in pér-
son, was signally successful.

The courage, and military talents, indicated by that bril-
liant enterprise, atfracted universal attention; as did the
more hazardous movement which speedily followed, when
he crossed the Delaware a second time—eluded the vigi-
lance of the enemy at Trenton, and by a midnight march,
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it

took the enemy by surprise at Princeton, broke through their
line, captured many prisoners and much baggage, and pla-
ced thie remnant of his army in secure and comfortable
quarters in the high lands of Jersey.

Those masterly movements changed the aspect of the
war, and verified the adage, that “all is not lost that is in
danger.” They convinced the commander of the British
troops, that he had at least, an equal to contend with; and
that the conquest of the colonies, which but a few days be-
fore, he believed to be on the point of consummation, was
more remote than he had supposed, at the beginning of the
contest.

Those desgperate and suecessful achievements, confirmed
the confidence of Congress and the people, in the prudence,
bravery and skill of the American commander, and gave
fresh hope and energy to the friends of liberty,in every part
of the country. A short time before, they were in a state
of despondency, and almost prepared to desist from further
effort to oppose the oppressions of the mother country, and
to establish the independence of their own.

Notwithstanding these brilliant achievements, individuals
were found, ready to depreciate the ‘character of the Com-
mander-in-chief. - A very formidable effort of that nature
was made by some of the officers, under the influence of

General Gates, immediately after the capture of Burgoyne.
A little band of conspirators was then formed, who concert-
ed a plan to supplant General Washington, and elevate
Gates to the chief command in the army.

Although that attempt proved to be a miserable failure,
yet the persons engaged in if, became the inveterate, irre-
concilable enemies of Washington, and never afterwards
permitted an opportunity, to question his talents or injure
his military fame, to pass unimproved. The achievements
at Trenton and Princeton, in the winter of 1776-7, were as
distingunished for military skill, as for personal bravery ; and
were devised by himself, while his associates in arms, en-
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camped on the banks of the Delaware, were indulging in
hopeless despair. At that time, not a pen nor a tongue
had ventured to question his wisdom or prudence, nor i\tgls
any attempt of that nature made, prior to the conspiracy in
the military family of General Gates. That plot soon explo-
ded, and was put down; yet the persons engaged in it, still
cherished their hostility, and suffered no opportunity of in-
flicting a wound on the feelings, or the fame of the Comman-
der-in-chief, to pass unimproved. They awarded to others
the credit of his plans, whenever it could be done with the
least plausibility. It is remarkable, that this disposition to
injure the standing of General Washington, was most ac-
tive after General Gates, for whose benefit it was got up,
had been defeated by Lord Cornwallis at Camden, and his
army scattered to the winds; and after he himself had de-
servedly sunk into oblivion.

A manifestation of this spirit is found in the Memoirs of
General Wilkinson, written after the close of the war, in
which he gives General St. Clair the credit of proposing the
night march on Princeton, as the most advisable expedient
to save the army from impending ruin. It may also be found
in a more recent attempt to award to General Mercer the
honor and glory of originating the same proposition. On
the interesting occasion of removing to Philadelphia the re-
mains of that lamented officer, from Princeton, the field of
his glory, and the battle ground on which he fell; the elo-
quent gentleman who delivered the eulogical address, exult-
ingly affirmed, that in the council of officers convened in the
American camp, on the evening of the 2nd of January, the
gallant Mercer first advanced the bold idea of ordering up
the militia from Philadelphia, and by a night march, attack-
ing the enemy at Princeton.

These conflicting claims for the laurels of Washington,
destroy each other; but if either be well founded, we can-
not escape the conclusion, that the Commander-in-chief
was the weakest officer in the army. He knew that the
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British outnumbered him, seven to. one—that they were
well disciplined and provided with every thing necessary
for their comfort; and that his own troops were undis-
ciplined and destitute of almost every thing. He was at
the time occupying a position of comparative safety, on
the west bank of the Delaware. He knew that the enemy
were so situated, that they could be united and brought to
bear on any point in New Jersey, in forty-eight hours; and
yet it is more than insinuated, that he deliberately aban-
doned the protection afforded by the river—changed his
position without necessity; and placed his little band of
half naked troops, the last hope of liberty, in a situation
from which they could not retreat, and in which they could
not sustain themselves twenty-four hours—without having
any specific object in view; or having formed ;any plan for
the government of his subsequent movements. In other
words, that he plunged into imminent danger, unnecessarily
regardless of consequences.

If such had been the case, he could not escape the
charge of imbecility or infidelity. He must have been ‘an
impostor or a traitor; but he was neither—he saw and felt
his situation to be desperate—his companions in-arms
were disheartened—his life, his fortune and his character
were at stake, as well as the liberty of the nation. He
therefore assumed the responsibility. of forming his own
plan, which was done before he crossed the Delaware and
abandoned the protection it afforded. He knew that the
enemy occupied Amboy, New Brunswick, Kingston, Prince-
ton, Trenton, and Bordentown. The presumption, there-
fore, wag, that they must be weak at some one or more of
those points. That consideration suggested his plan, which
was, to surprise them by a night march—break through
their line at the point he might ascertain to be the most
vulnerable, and place his army where they might rest in
safety, throngh the residue of the winter.

In accordance with that arrangement, he crossed the




