























HISTORY AND RECORD

I the proceedings of the People of Lezington and its wicinity
in.the. suppression of the “TRULE AMERICAN,” from the
comimencement of the movement on the 14th August, 1845, to
its _}f',rmf termination on '”rm:.f:;_w the 15th n_Jf' the sawme month

The *True American®of the 12th Aucust contained matler,
as the tollowinf pages will show; well caleulated to excite the
indignationgand toawaken the apprehensions of the people of
Lexingtenand its vieinity.,  The popular proceedings to which
it-ded, and the event in which it terminated, has .1]Ic.lf|\ awa-
kened ceneral attention, and will probably lead to .1 great deal
ol discussion in every part of the United States. A dispositien
to misrepresent the motives and the conduct of some of the
earlier movers in the matter; has been manifested by some of
the presses, even in the cily of Lexington. Te preserve, in
tconneeted form, the published proceedings, as well the pub-
lications of the Editor of the True American, as those of the
lifferent committees and meetings which acted on the subjeet
and to furnish a faithful history of the origin of this movement,
and the diflerent steps of its progress, the persons whose names
are appended hereto, have determined to publish the whole in
pamphlet form.

After the appearance of the True American of the 12th, if
was manifest that the popular indignation in Lexington was
vising 1o a pitch that threalened an outbreak in some form ol
vielence. On the morning of the 14thof J‘UIWH- the following
centlemen met, accidentally, at the office of James B. Walle:
u'.n was himself not in Lexington at the time. Thev were,

Ihomas f} Waters, James L. Hiclkman, Thomas B. _']fu‘;_-’--.:a'l'..'
Henry Lochfiart, and Tho, I'. Marshall.. The last number of
the ¥I'rue American,> and the high and dangerous excitement
1 Was :-}1.;,:5. l‘ 1o, bee ame at Lllj! f }]h: f-.tLE'I.J.g|'1 of conversation.
I'he apprehension of partial mobs and disturbances within the

ity by night, was expressed I'he probabilities that MrClay’s
person and private dwelling were Iin danger lrom the growing

vasneration ol th Peo] le. were disenssed IN'he {par '.'!'“';1 a1y
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stidden or irzegnlar movement tipon the subject, might assunre
a political complexion, dnd produce the most unpleasant, if not
the most disastrous consequences, was suggested. The pro-
pristy of a public meeting, to be summoned by a notice, which
had already been ‘prepared by Mr. Hickman, was also consid-
ered. Mr. Marshall alluded to the great delicacy of his own
position in relation to the whole question. He deprecated the
affair taking a party turn, and suggested the propriety of ma-
king out u list of citizens of both parties, and notifying them
by private notice, to attend that evening at the Court House
at B e’clock, for the purpese of opening a correspondence with
Mr Clay upon the subject. The list was made out, and Mr
Megowan undertook to notify-the gentlemen.

In case of a failure to induce Mr Clay to discontinue his pa-
pér by an application in writing, 1t was at the same time agreed
among these gentlemen, that there should thearbe proposed a
general call of the people of the City and County, and several
days given for the notice. Above all, it was agreed that party
should be kept entirely out of view. The design was from the
beginving, to prevent bloodshed and violence it possible; atall
events, by ‘eoncentrating the public mind, and the whole peo-
ple, to prevent partial movements and individual action, which
under the peculiar eircumstances of this case, and the relations
personal as well as political, of the Editor of the True Ameri-
can, might have led to so much disaster, and would certainly
have been subject to so much misrepresentation.

We have inserted, as part of these proceedings, an article
signed “A Kentuckian.” " It was written after the adjournment
of the meeting of the 14th, and was intended to sustain the
first movement. It was published first in the Kentucky Ga-
zette of the 16th, but on the same day in handbill form, and cir
culated along with the journal, correspondence. and address of
the meeting of the 14th August, and has appeared to us prop-
erly to form a part of this history.

The undersigned have had the satisfuction of witnessing
what they originally desired—a popular movement without
distinetion of party. The call made by a few citizens upon a
generous and manly people, has been heartily and promptly
responded to; and the whole affair, delicate and dangerous as
1t was, has been conducted to its fortunate issue, in safetv and
in honer. The meeting of the 14th was small, there having
been no general or public notice of it; nene indeed was inten-
ed. Of the Whigs who had been requested to attend, several
were present, and the remainder it was understood acquiesced
in the movement.. C. M. Clay came into the room and re
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h the ISth, when C. M. Clay’s answer was read, and Mi
Waters” address reported, the Court House was crowded; and
never was there surely such silenée and perfect order Udiu.-
tained in so larze a body of men under such circumstances
The proceedings were had and the meeting adjourned withous
the x!L'llm st murmur., No relicions assemb Iy eould have main-
tained profounder or more decorous silence and attention.

The following js the Notice *lnu,h.l:(,d bv James L., Hickman
Esq. an !’U“Lllﬂn(_fl on acecount of the ]"10}'!(]":1““!] IU make out
a list of particular citizens and notify them specially:

NOTICE

The citizens of Lexington are requested to meet at the Court
House this t‘:'ui'lf'.i at 4 o'clock, to take into consideration the
proj =1::*'1‘~ of ador Itml suitable measures to proteci the Rropel
ty, and defen || the wives and d: wighters of the citizens of Lex-
mgton against the “strong arms, !mf,f hearts and iron pikes"
of the so called True A meriean.

PThe folloewing is the list made out in James B. W aller’s of
fice of ;.:1’;!1'».!'.:-'11&-'!': to be requested to attend at 3 o'clock at the
Court House. Of this list Tho. B. }IL';’U\\'E!‘ 1l Ullhtll all the
‘[{r_'-:if-.L,']'l'lL:]l but two: Thomas 8. Redd and Parker Craie. M.

Craig was absent from the city, and Mr Megowan could not

-

find Mr. lur All the gentlemen approved the proceedure.
and engaged to attend it if -"!-!11'-:['!':-.--]_'::.- :

vInvite the following named gentlemen to meet at the Court
House at 3 u's*?m'f-{ this evening. to ceonsuit on what course
would be proper to pursue, in relation te the publication in this
eity of the paper called the -T'rue American.’

) |

Aug. ¥4, 1845

Dr. Ben,W. Budley, Parker Craig, D. Mc. Payne,

John W. Hunt, W.H Richardson, E. K. “»'.nm

D. M. Craig, John MeCauley, Wmn. S. Walle:

H. T. Dunean, Tho. Bradley, Saml. R. Bull ock,
I. H. Timberlake, [.. C. Randall, " gt | .L’!'s.'-r'_‘.--.:m.-d;-_n
Win, Wilson, DrJ. C. Cross Thomas Grant,

"['I:m""l.v‘."\'. Redd, F. 0k II.‘li'!']w‘r*Ii. Maslin "':Li'litf'i.
Henry Johnson, Ed. McAliste Ed. l’ Johns

ri!:;:. Jas. A. lul'mstu-:h!. i_‘». |1.|'H_-'.

The meeting, at least a portion of the gentlemen notified at-
tended at the hour. Several gentlemen who had j
attend not having arrived, after some conversation il Wwas mo-

romised to
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ved to adjourn.  Mr Hunt, Mr Dudley M. Oraig, and other:
of the Whig party coming in however, the meeting proceede:d
to business. The following is the journal of their entire p:

ceedings:
TO THE PUBLIC.
At a meetmg of sundry citizens of Lexmgten at the Court Hous:
on Thursday, 14th Angust, Beverley A. Hicks was called to the chair,
and the meeting being organized,the following resolutionswere unan-

s f ¥
' ]

iulml.-slj,‘ adopted, after which the meeting adjourned to meet at
a'clock, P. M. to-morrow 15th. Signed, BEVERLEY A, HICKS
- : Chairman.

Resolved, Thata committee of three be appointed to wait upon Cas
sius M. Clay, editor of the True Americanand request bim to diseon
tinue the publication of the paper ealled the #True American™ as Us
further continuance, in our judgement, s dangerous to the peace ot
olir community, and to the safety of our homesdnd families.

2d. That the Committee report to this assembly to-morrow evenmg

it 3 o'clock the result of their application and Mr, Clay’s answe!
B.W. DUDLEY, )
THOS, H. WATERS,, Com’
JOHN"W. HUNT. Y}
The meeting assembled pursusnt to adjournment, and Thomas I
Waters one of the Committee of correspondence,reported thefollowing

letter and answer of C. M. Clay.
Lesmveron, 14th Aug., 1845,

Cassius M. Cray, Esq.

Sie:—We, the undersigned, have been appointed as i eommittes
upon the part of & number eof the respectable eitizens ol the City ol
Lexington to correspond with yeu, underthe following resolution.

Resolved, That a Cetpinittee of thiree be appointed to.wait upon

Cassrus M, Clay, Editor of the #True American,” and réquest him to
discontinue the publication of the paper called the “ Prue American™

as ils further continuance, in our judgment, is dangerous to the peace

of our community, and so thesafety ofour homes and families.

In pursuance of the above, we hereby request vou to discontinu
your paper, and would seek to j.;n_;-:---:'_ IIIu‘]H :-,m-r the importance of
your acquiescenee. Youi paper s ..:_ri,:;l:n--_-, angd exeiting our com
munity to an extent of which you can scarcely be aware. We do not

approach you in the form of athreat. But we owe it to vou to state

that,in our judgment, your own safety, as well as the repose and peace
of the community, are involved in your answel We await vog
ro0il sense and regard for ‘the rea

reply,in the hope that your own g

sonable wishes of a community in whieh vyou have many connex
ions and friends, will induece _','.',-1_{ promptly te comply with OUr reques!
We are instructed tore port your answer toa mecling, il'l-ll:"lll"‘.'.l eV

ning, at three o'clock. and will ¢ Xpect it by two o'cloek, P. M., of

NOrrowW Bespecttfully., &c

B. W. DUDLEY,
FHO. H. WATERS

OHN W. HUN'




I'o which Mr. Clay made the following véply

Strd—] reeeived throngh the hamds of Mr. Thomas H. Water:
one of vour committee, since candle -1|'-h! your exir rordint iry fetter
In 5_‘"'.'Hr[|-']j as two of vour comniiltee -'l]]"i H.-"“ are not upon spt ik
ing terms, and '.\'5-:1'11.] add to this the faet ll'lh yon have taken occa-
ion to address me a note of this character, when 1 am ona bed of
ickness of more thana month’s standing, from which [ have only
ventured at intervals to ride ont and to w rite a foew Parigri] hs. which
caused a re 1‘-|s e, I think that the American people will .wru e with me,
that voitr office is a base and dishonorable one, more IH'L*.-I[!I!‘
‘-‘-'fll‘l.l thev 1'1_-|1! ct that you have had more than two maon lli~ \'.nl! it |
was in health toaccomplish the same purpose.—I say in r |-l_'.' o your
igsertion that youware a commitiee :-|ar-u|;::;- d by a I'i'wih'{'l:‘ e Iull[inlt
of the community. that it cannot be true.  Traitors to the laws and
(! msanlij;tn“ ¢ lrmm e deemed re Spet (table l_ll" any Iyt .h»i»-;hh pi-
rates und highway robbers Your mee ting is one unknown to the
laws and constitutionof my country, it was sccret In its proces dings,
its purposes, itsspirit, and its action, like its mode of existence, are
1t r~..||L unknown to and in direct violation of ev r\ known principle

" honors re ligion or government, held sacred by the civilized world.,

1 treat them with the burning conte pt of abrave Fu.—;u't and loval eit-

iven. Tde ny their power and de 'y therr action, It may be frue that
those men are excited as you say, whose interest Q'. 15 (o !.r-.-_'-.' upon the
exeitement and distresses of the ¢ ountry. YWhat tyrant - fatled to

IJI,' u'u";h'tf \1.'tu'i| !j;-' |:;!E||:~i.' POWCETr Was .:nnl[' 10 be I[I\f‘]L ||nm jn
hands?  But I deny, utterly deny, and eall for proof; that there is any
just ground for thisagitation. In every case of violenee by the b lacks

sinee the 'IIII!=|il'i|fi1-EJ of my paper, 1 1as been proven and will bhe acamn
proven by my represent |='!-;.-\‘ if my should fiuil to be spare I. thal
there has been special cause for their action independent of, and
having no relation whatever to the “ True American” or its do¢lstnes.
Your advice with regard to my personal safety is worthy of the source
whenee it emanated,and mectswith the same contempt from me which

the pirposes of your mission excite. Go tell your sgeret conge lave ol
cowardly assassins that C. M. knows his rights and how to de-
fend them.

Lexineton, Aug. 15, 1845, C, M. CLAY

After the I'I‘."HHIJ" ol the r'|-|1'.=-r-u||rT nee. Mr. Waters otfered thi
,_{E.‘[ltill:—i,-- and '|-\9| [t|“ \‘.t]lll. were L.]“It”||l|-.| 'i:"i".‘::r
or of the |ri|| ".'.:;l r'Il”i]lu' Il'l HEF T cli-
rected to him yesterday by a committee of this body of the citizens
of Lexington, acting under a resolution of the same, demands at our

The answer of the * Edit

hands o deliberate reply,
T et s e ih : wi il
|JI‘ edifor in i zu-_x;lul:a- to the note of our commitiod .'-!!fI'EI Wikl
appenr in our published |.-|'u1-a-|-|!i|1__-r--:, uses the following language
“I say in reply fo your assertion that you are n committee appointed
.'llt'»'!1|'1'l;l't.lr-- !n.g'F_ie.“ of the community. that it eanmnhot be (ri




Traitors to the laws and constitution eannot bedeemed respectable by
any but assassing, pirates, and highway robbers, Your meeting is one
unknown to the laws and consutution of my country; it was secret
in its proceedings, th-m[-nt‘u '8, its gpirit and its action, like its mode
of existence, are wholly unknown to and in direet violation of every
known prm('l]li:' of honor, re ligion or government, held sacred by the
civilized world. 1 treat them w |T'1 the contempt of a brave heart and
loyal citizen. I deny their power and defy their action. It may be
true that those men are cxe .l~ d as vou say, whose interest it is to
prey upon the excitement '-.'::1 |E;-:1"r'—~:|-_~' of the country, What ty-
rant ever failed to be excited when his unjust t power was about to. be
taken from his hands? ¥ "mw nded to the handbill. which appeared:

ysignature “C. M. Clay” there is an appeal
: this 1neeting is denounced band of
wenian Thirty.) and elosine with the {ol-

this ::-.umin-- Over
to “ Kentuckians,
Tyrants worse than the * At )
lowing significant summons: Men whe regard law—men who re-
L ird their

rtics as not to be saerificed to a ‘-.".'.'_f_-'fr pecur wary inter-

est. .u_»';!:-' the li ast, of doub -'t-|lI vilne—lovers of |1-|JU —CNEmcs
of blood—laborers H}' all cle f‘-‘f for whom I .,,r,; .‘.fna’f_,‘l“rf 80
amuch, where will yon be found when this battle between Liberty and
/i 1eery 18 to bhe foueht 1%

The meaning nnd porpose of the man can searce admit of question.
For whom is it, that he has mat f- sich sacrifiees?  For which cluass
af h'fmr'rr.\ IR our communi ity, 18 that particular de -'u'--"'lfiﬂ!i intended!
Il.ul the scheme of' Abolition ripened to its final explosion among us,
were the nonslaveholding laborers of onr country pre 5._-_-,.-;{ to maki
COmImaon ';ll--" with insareent Black ind to floek to the standard of

a *desperado,” in a war for universal liberty, this proclamation ui'um-
ho secms Iu be mad, would be, indeed, appalling. As our ol ject,
however, is not to put forth a ceunter manifesto, to unfurl the banner
il war, or 10 advertise for recruits, we proceed calmly to exams-

oy Wl T,
wnich 1ed

() QU '.i-=-=i:'+"-:\' and proceedings

circumstances in onr judgment, dema the suppre s=ion of

the “Twe American,” by the foree of Irnw['n' opinion, if L..H-.;I.:.-
We do nut mean to discuss the gquestion of slavery
the T'ru¢ American, or
rights, or his

dependence 1o the

‘.'.:[i_l the editor of

'llu of humanr

I';!.ll_l 01 L6 - il' i l

e e T
alion of in-

America.we will have no discus-

We k 41 N niiasl Sl e
ElOn. ¢ Know that 13 o4 parly i tb United States, waxing
stronger, active, v | utierly funatical, who maintain that Afer-

can Slavery should hu abolished forthwith; the Freedmen remaining
upon the :‘“_HI and admitted to all the !Hnll'.lil':-|
With this party, the editor of the “*T'rue American ™ is associated ; by
them he is sustained, and has erected his press in Kentucky. for the
purpose of urging their principlesand effecting their objects.

From the first establishment of the 5|.'.|n-r.1!'.-- editor ‘has horn
himself like a man engaved, and conscientionsly engaged in a des-
perate and unlawful undert ‘ :

: =
rights of Citizens

Lk ing Defiance and threats were hi
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earligst heralds.  This community have heretofore borne with pa.
tiehce, the continuance of the paper, ﬂ'mn a variety of causes need-
less to be enumerated.  The Tuesday’s number, 12th Aug., however,
contained matter so unequivocal, so unexpected, so audacious, that
men must have been besotted, or stupified, or Imr.tlhﬂd utterly, by
the basest terrors not to have been roused, to notice the subject with
decigion. The leading article in that (l.l.}& paper, occupies three
columns and a half, and is devoted to the detail of the modus operan-
di of Abolition. The fundamental proposition of the writer is this,
in his own language: ¢ Our Legislatures, State and General, should
raise the platform upon which our free colored people stand. They
should give to them, full political right to hold office; to vote, to set
on juries, to give their testimony, and make no distinction between
them and ourselves.

This is bad enough, quite bad enough, but isby way of recommen-
dation; the instrument upon which the writer relies is moral suasion,
directed to the masters.—The editorial, however, of that day, assumes
another tone. He does not pursuade, but threatens. Discarding the
mild, but as he thinks, hopeless agency of moral reasoning, he .1]11n..1!.-
directly to physical force, in its most appalling forms, The para-
graphs te which we refer, and were the direct cause of our proceed-
ings, are the most remarkable ever put forth in this community. In
explanation of our conduct, we quote them at large, The editor,
after anticipating that in case he should perish, some other philan-
thropist would arise tofill his place, proceeds: & Itis the weakness
+and disease in the State that has forced us into our present position;
“and if we should perish, the same causes would raise up many more,
“and abler than we, to vindicate the same cause. We had hoped to
“see on this continent, the great axiom that man is capable of self
“government amply vindicated: we had no objections to the peacea-
“ble and honorable extention of empire, over the whole continent, if
“gqual freedom expanded with the bounds of nation, gladly would we
“have seen untold millions of freemen, enjoying liberty of conscience,
“resting under their own vine and fig tree with none to make them
“afraid, standing upon a sacred and inviolate constitution at home, and
“just towards all nations—such was the vision of the lmmortal Wash-
“ington, and such was ours. But we are told the enunciation of the
“great and soul stivring principles of revolutionary patriots was a lie—
‘as the dog returns to ]!I: vomit, we are to zo back to the foul and cast
“‘uﬂ rags of Europcan tyrany, tohide our nakedness: Slavery, the
“most unmitigated, the lowest, the basest that the world has seen, is to
“be substituted forever, for our better, more glorious, holier aspira-
“tions—the Constitution is torn and trampted under foot ; justice and
“good faith in a nation are derided ; brute force is substituted in the
“place-of high moral tone: all the great prineiples of national liberty
““‘which we mherited from our British ance stry are yielded up—and
““we are left without God or hope in the World. When the great

“hearted of our land weep, and the man of reflectios ns ot

1 _:“I.H' .'_1'.. AL LAY




zante lu}-ldluu of our national APHS slac ¥ « there arc men pursuimg
“gain and pleagare, w Im smile with eontempt and inditlcrence at
stheir nppeals.  But remember you wcho dieell in muarble .mn’uu gL
“that there are stromg arms and fiery hearis, and fron piles in the
‘streets, and panes (lf “."rn\ 1””'1; ,"}.J'[” en them and the silver ‘,'hfr.'h (a7 ]}
sthe board, and the smooth skin woman on the Ottoman.—When vou
* have mocked at virtue, denied the agency of God in the affi s of men,
“and made rapine vour honied faith; tremble, for the day of retribu-
“tion is at hind—and the masses will be avenged.”

There is a miserrble effort in C. M. Clay’s handbill this morning
to explain these hurrible passages.  He says in his commentary upon
the article, that, “ It will be perceived by the reader that the whole
||i"|'l' alludes to national 'i"']:'"._" and the Toss of a hich sensc l-TL_'[lh'l'r!'t‘
m the administration of our national affairs.  That he  meins by the
migses the white millions whowill in the conrse ‘of time when that

v erty |E'§1’" t‘:u]g-_¢--|i||!-;[:~:- r1|' _c.f;n.-p\,' Nresses on l||-'i|] t‘u”In'\; llrl' exdanl-
1-5“ ot Jlae-ir l'!lli!i]-'l"'L-C and in tarn ]Il.lllui:-'.' them I]IIH 18 Ihl ilea
conveyed he says, “in his eliptical manner.” It was of slavery llw

editor wag w l!l-_Jl_:'_'

most unmitigaied, the lowest, the basest,
The passages are elear; distinet, and unambiguous.  There isno clip-
sis in the case—they are protuberant in their horrid fullness. “ Trem
ble for the day of vetribution is at hand '® By what L‘IHHH il ficure
can this be made 1o relate to the far future? There was and is but
one impression in Lexington as to these articles. The excitement
was great and natural. "ilar' an ally of the \lmih rn abolittonisis
:lliiFIi | ¢laimm the benefit of the press, and the full I1I-|I| etion of laws,
whose validity in one of the most important of our social relations he
absolutely denies; that he ghould claim for himself the right to excite
to sedition, by inflimatoty puhlu‘nlermu, addressed to all the passions
of our slaves, and to ann as thoneh it were an arsenal the den from
whence he fulminates hisinfernal bulletins against the settled institu-
fions of the m.nnT-_:.'_.’-rni the ::::!]-I_!,' nnd the peace of our wives and
dauchters, and at the same time di ny to ns the If'ri‘t of meeting in
peacelul and unarmed coineil to |in liberate of the best mode of

preventing frigl and threat |'1||.n11.r e, is of a piece with the teri-
ble fanaticism of the seet to which the ¢ rlir..r belongs.  We assem-

bled to endeavor, in advanee of :h'Lt jusl popular resentment whieh

Fl\'.'ilil:-- 1.It|' ]’l"|"1\1-"5_ il]r'r'r!-|='l!1"_ W '- Te || does not 'F”. 1ys, :=_I|l[.'-{1T|lr T'ill]!"'
cannot piunge, for the <low effort of laws. to endeavor by mildness and
avert

rémonstrance, to turn him from his purpoese, and consequently
the storm ol ]~I|i1l'-' indienafion which he secks 1o raise.  We have

made the effort, and encountered his denuneimtion. Merey (o oul
lavesyaregard for the public peace, self respect, and resp et for the
vhiracterof the community torbids us to be beaten buck, by the out
raae and abuse Jn'.‘l.1-| d 1‘.|'!~.-; I :-_n‘ ane de peral

We assume not 1o decide for a sociely who hove 1= a8 commaon
fiforést.—biit"as'a parfion of that community, rccomin nd a seneral

erelinge of I‘!|- |I|'f-JI-Er‘!I‘. th eviy ‘_. vifralom and countv ol | BT
L s -
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etfe to be held on Monday next, Aug. 18th, to concert measures fon
the suppression of the farther pllhil:'aimn of the “ Abolition paper ™
ealled the True American, . Be it therefore

Resolved, That a notice Iu, published for a general meeting of! the
people of this city and county to be held on Monday 11 o’clock, a.m.
at the Court-House, to take into consideration the most effectual steps,
to secure our interests from the efforts of Abelition. Fanatics and in-
cendiarics.

Mr. Henry Johnson ofiered the resolution to. print, which was
adopted.

Resolved, That 1000 copies in: handbill form. of the Journal of
proceedings of this meeting, along with their address be published
for circulation, and that a committee of three be appointed to superin-
tend the publication.

Mr. H. Johnson then moved an adjournment; which was carried
unanimously, and the meeting adjourned, F

BEVERLY A. HICKS, Chairman.

On the morning of the 151;: Mr C. M. Clay threw before
the public his correspondence in the following handbill:

TRUE AMERICAN—EXTRA.—Aug. 15, 1845

To a Just People.—1 deem it due to myself and the cause of
the people, the constitutional liberty of my State, that I make
a few explanations befere the enemies of all these proceed to
extremity, that they may be left without excusein the estima-
tion of all just men. I learned a few moments before 3 o'clock,
that a public meeting was to be helden at that hour in the Court
House, to take measures for the suppression of the publication
of the True American. Immediately, unwell as I was, 1 pro-
eeeded tethe Court House, to vindicate, as I shall ever be rea-
dy to do, the principles and pelicy maintained in that paper.
I found about twenty individuals, including some two or three
persenal friends who followed me in. 1 knew them all to. be
political, and three-fourths of them violent personal enemies.
I saw but ene so-called-Whig, and he has been ever since the
publication of the paper, one of the most violent opponents.
I will give the names of these men, bereafter, to the public.
Fwo ‘a[‘t-tl\l‘r proposed to dissolve the mu:m];, and Captain
Henry I:“Jhumu. a cotton planter, declared that although he
was ever ready to act boldly upon this subject, he would not
then, nor hereafter, take any action in regard to the True
American, unless the Whig party also came np imd incurred
the same re ulmtmhlln\ Thomas F. said that he
had regarded it asa pub lic not a pm.uL me qun;:. and that he
opceived that the public dissatisfaction and excitement, we:e
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tiased upon theeditorial published by me in the last *Ameri

can,” where I .HjH.JI e of the consequences ol the disregard of
the principles of justice by the leading men of the Nation; and
.mulhu person remarked that dissatislaction was also founded
upon the épinion set forth in “the leader in the last paper.
Here several persons contended that it was a private megting,
upon which I started to leave the house, explaining to Mr,
Marshall, in passing, that a construction had been put upon
iny article which it ne n.] entered mv head to convey, as
.any sensible man who will read the piece; will see, who knows
the circumstances in which I.amn placed, having regard to com-
mon scnse, the eflectuation of my own purposes, or the safety
of myself and relatives, that I could never intend to oive it, It
will be perceived by the reader of that article, that the whole
piecealludes to N ational policy, and the lossof'a high sense of
justice in the administration of our National affairs, resulting
{rom the influence of negro slavery upon the ll.nwn.!l action,
even to the habitual vinlation of the Constitution; and further
meant to convey the idez, in my elliptical manner, thatin-a
country like ours, where suflrage is upiversal, and standing ar-
mies impossible, that those men who are drawing substance
and power from the existence and extension of Slavery, at the
expense of the interests of the great masses of the li},_{'ll volers
of this Umon, who are now and have been sacrificed at the
shrine of Slavery ; that these men, the White millions (having
no allusion whatever tothe Blacks of the South) would in the
course of time, when that poverty pressed upon them which
Slavery had been the most instrumental in causing, follow the
example of their planderers, and in turn plunder them. Such
was the case in “France when the oppressed rose “l’”“ the Op
pressor, and spared neither property, life, nor sex.’

As to the Blacks, we have ever held in our printed argus
ments, and in our secret opinion, that the Slaves, whils t the
Union lasts, are ut \u., tm]u tent for any very extensive mis.
chief, even in the Cotton countries, and 1 mrr:u'.! the idea of in-
surrection in Kentucky, \\}:L.u-. there are about six Whites to
ane Black, as ridiculous, and enly used by the Slaveholders as a
Bug-a-boo, to maintain the :m:l;].:f'rwt"-; nl' their power in the
State; and even il an insurrectien should take place, I feel my-
self as much bound, as any citizen in the :ZI.'l:L', to shoulder my
musket to suppress it, and in the discharge of my duty 1 :1r5.
1o \‘-l“lil” to admit that 1y person 15 ilmll ll'-!.l"f . Witl

ward to the leader of the same paper, 1 said in the be: ginning
'.|t-=t l'intended to allew {ull "{reedomn of discussion H[mH lh{
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whieet of Slavery, and I said for several weeks, at the head of
iy editorial columns, under my own signature, that 1 intend-
L 1o alow under the editorial head  also, great latitude of
wpinion, swithout comment, - Differing as [ did m some impor.
tant peints {from the writer of ~ihis article. who I repeat is a
laree Slaveholder, I intended to !_"L'm't‘ my individual views on
the same subject, in my very next JLLmtbLI‘ which when given
will put my enc¢mies under the nec essity of denouncing, when
the 5 dLnul.J ce me, the immortal Was 'um lon, a name sacred
to the lovers of ]th.l_‘u of all time and place. 1 lsm.l not expect-
ed in the abundanceof my charity, that the most fallen men
\'.'ULlid h:l‘ri- l'lf‘r'—h advant; of my lu_l]} gss C I-rlL14'[|u 1, Il]‘ih‘ijl!‘r
from a long and painful illness, to sacrifice me: when even it
health, I stood almost one man agains t.l m:aU""LIJtI [ tell Tlh;w
men, however, that they much mistake their man, and that if
they do succéed in accomplishing lijt;n purposes, and seal
their trivmph with my blood," that their banners of vie tory
shall waye over a violated Constitation, the erave of Liberty,
and the impious defiance of the Laws of God, and the moral
sense of all mankind. It 1 stood in defenceonly u: my own
'l"ilt. I might be deterred from the unegual contest ;. but when

L

stand for the six hundred th uli-"ill.l_l tfree white L.mmn- of my
native state, allegiance to which; and her 11111: rests, COncen-

red by all republican principles in the maj
v.down my arms.  lo my 4'?|Lir.".1L
4l

"0l }:{:‘.' peo-
] and friends
wherever found, if | l-:nr')‘-.'.‘ mysell, it shall never be said, at
least of one citizen of Kentucky, that he preferred 11‘&.. to hon-

: .
orand duty te his country
b .

]
=

I cannot lav

C."M. CLAY.
Thursday, Avgust T4th, 1843,

Sinece writi ¢ the above Imh.ltr.u [ have Tereived the follow-

ing letter from the hands of Tho. H. Waters, on my sick bed
at my own house:

| W .1-“.' -- l:\ ll < -‘L'\. '_~. itll-r
Cassios M. C© , Esq.

Siri—W e, the undersigned, have been appointed as a comniittee
upon the part of & number of the respectably citizens of the City oi
Lexington to correspond with you,under the following resolution.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be .11]|u B |i o wait upen
Cassjus M. | 'l' . Editor of -the “#True American.” and reguesthionto
liscontinue the publication of the peper called the. ¢ True American?
as its further continuance, in our judgment, is dangerous to the peacs
J1OUT community, and to thesa ¥ ol our homes and families,

[n pursuance of the above, we hereby request you to discentinus

your paper, and would seek to impress upon vou the importance pi
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your scquiescence, Your paper -is agitating and exciting our ¢in
munity to an extent of which you can scarcely be aware. We donot
~tppmuch you in the formof a threat. But we owe it to you to stits,
shatyin our judgment, your own safety, as well as the repose and peace
of the community, are mnvolved in your answer. We await your
réply,in the hope that your own qood genee and regard for the rea-
sonable wishes of & community in which you have many connex-
ions and friends, willindwze you promptly te f:umplv with our request.
We are instructad toreport your answer to a meeting, to-mnolrow eve
ning, at three o'clock, and will expect 'it by twe o'clack, P. M.,
104mOrTow Respeetfully, &o.
B..W. DUDLEY,
THO. H. WATERS,
JOHN W. HUNT.

To which I made ‘the'following reply, which will be deliver
ad to-day,-at the hour eppointed :

Strs:—] received through the hands of Mr. Thomvas Hs Walers,
vneof your-commitiee, since candle-tight, your extraordinary letter,
Inasmuch as two of your committee and myself are not upen speak-
ing terms, and svhen | add to this the fact that yow have taken occa-
sion to address me a note of this ‘character, when I am on a bed of
sickness of more than a month’s stapding, from which I have only
ventured at intervals to ride out and to write a few paragraphs, which
caused a relapse, I think that the American people will agree with me,
that your office is a base and dishonorable ona, more particularly
when they reflect that you have had more than two months whilst i
was in health to accomplish the same purpose.—I say in reply to your
assevtion that you are a eommittee appointed by a re r.pt-i:mhlo portion
of the community, that it cannot be true. Traitors to the laws and
Canstitation cannot be deemed respectable by any but assassins, pi-

rates and highway robbers. Your mnr'tlng is one unknewn to the
laws and constitution of my country; it was secret in its proveedings;
its purposes, its spirit, and its action, like its mode of existence, are
wholly unknown to and in direct violation of every known principle
of henor, religion or government, held sacred by the civilized wortld

[ treat them with the burning contempt of a brave heart and layalk eit-
izen,. dde Yy their power .md s{qai\. their aetion. It m iy be true that
those men are exeited as you say, W hose interest it is to preyupon the
excitement and distresses of the country. What tvrant ever failed to
be excited when his unjust power was about to be taken from his
hands? But I deny, ntierly deny, and call for proof, that there is any
just ground for thisagitation. In every case of violence by the blacks

since the publication of my paper, it his been proven and will be again
proven l:\? my representatives, if Iy life should fail to be spare l, 'lTldT
there has been *-|ll"{‘ld'- causes for their action independent of, and
having no relation whatever to the * True American” or its doctrines
\11!11 advice with re blue‘ Lo my pe raonal safi ty i uurﬂn of the =ource
whence it emanated and meets with the same contempt from e whick
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the purposes of your mission excite. Go tell your secret conclave of
cowardly assaegsins that C. M. Clay knows his rights and how to de-

fend them.
Lexington, Aug. 15, 1845, C. M. CLAX

KENTUCKIANS:

You see this attempt of these tyrants, worse
than the thirty despets who lorded it over the once free Athens,
now to enslave ynu. Men who regard law—men who regard
all their liberties as not to in. sacrificed 1o a single pecuniary
interest, to say the least, of doubtful value —lovers of justice
—enemies of blood—Iz lhuru rs of all classes—you for whom 1
have sacrificed so much, where will you be found when the
battle betwen Liberty and Slavery is to be fought? I cannot,
I will not, I dare not question on which side you will be found.
If you stand by me like men, our country sl hall yet be free, but
i vou lalter now, I perish with less regret when I remember
that the people of my native State, of “whom 1 have been so
proud, and whom | have loved so much, are already slaves

C. M. CLAY.

Lexington, August 15, 1845.

The following is the notice put forth under the resolution of
the 15th J-\lk;:;nl.;l:

PUBLIC MEETING.

A meeting of the citizens of Fayette and the adjoining
counties, is requested at the Court House in Lexington, at 11
o'clock, A. M. on Monday, August 18, to take into considera-
tion the most eflectual measures to secure our interests from
the efforts of Abolition Fanatics and Incendiaries.

By order of the Meeting, HENRY JOHNSON,
THO. H. WATERS,
DUDLEY M. CRAIG,
Aug. 15, 1540. Commitiee

The Handbill signed “A Kentuckian,” published first in the
(iazette of the lt:lh August:

THE TRUE AMERICAN.

The establishment of this paper, taken in connexion with the
|'.|'i:|.n:—m-i_|.' [Hl[l“.‘*lllfflI'IFlilli1|II1 of the editor, excited a klrull_". sensn
tion o the midst of the community, Mr, C. M. Clay had ex
pressed himsell very clearly in certain letters over his own gigna
ture, addressed to the New Yark 'Tribune. during the vear 184
detailing his plan for the ultimate emancipationof the Negro race

n America. His cheme was comprehensive, and extended beyond
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e lunits of his own State. It was to Le begun in !'ilq-lulu.-l..\. b

chanwe in the Gonstitution of the Swate, and authorigine th
Legislatareto pass laws of prospective emnncipation, From this
I:(]“’q'\' he anticipated the sale and exportation of the larger poriion

ol the raee, IFrom the exelusion of Texas from the Union, and

the abolition of: slavery there under English mediation and influ
ence, he anticipated the crowding ol the African race in the South-

L

g planting States in sich numbers, as taken in connexion with the

diminished value of their labor, wouald either drive the masters to
abolition from interest, and incapacity longer to maintain such
masses of upproductive slaves, or would enable the slaves them-
selves, by the }|!1_','.-"3L‘;|] force of superior pumbers; to effect their
aown liberation by arms. | These opipnions, while thenretical, and
published in the Northern papers, did not excite very genesal ut-

tention here, und were not probably even gener )
Upon the establishment of his press in Lexington, manyviasvell
meaning persons expected nothing more than a temperate diseuss
sionwof thesuliject of slovery, intended toprepare and to lead the
public mind tohe consideration of some feasible plan of diminish
ingr, checking, or finally getting rid, in safety, of an institutio

P, ¢ | i L & e s B 1Y
reasonnble men, to be a pebtical evil, The

admitted by many
easconading «iyle in which Me. Clay commenced: his edi

l'{'ll.'.J Ci

reers s ali ians to his bowie

and his past deeds of daring,
were reenrded by some, as additional evidence of the constitutional

bad taste and eoarseness of mind for which the editor is distinguoish-

ad; by otherg, as a politic contrivance i ate the lower or-
der of bullies, who might otherwi

occasion of the establishment of an fabelition paper’ in Lexing-

ise. have [olt i!l"].E[U'I.E lo seize the

on, to assail the |person, or attack the office of the redouted editor,

'hat even Cassive M. Clay should have ealculated, by the terror ol

1 1 ™~ . . w . . Il 11 --lnu ki 3 i ¥ & i

E lngie nri, Lo OVOrawe a comimunl y -;l\.' thnt ol f."\:f:'_""".l wnd

Ms vicinity, into patient and continued submission o the promulers
] ¥ 1 #

Lion. Lt the heart ol [ Lriet [ =¢ et declarations

:|I:i-.~:.'1|li_'-,, (o invitations -"--'ilili"'ii sedition, to robberv. |-.'-.:Jr',,g_'._'.|-[f-_

aration, and all the hoprors of servile war, is incredible, The

i'l'-l.ul. 'r-:'.lil nee with whiell this comn --.:-I'_'. lins heretofore borne

this man’s outrages, without protest oar argament, or violence, or
.ty

theeat, I8 evidencet onee of the magnanimous temper of a people
| i
who ablhor mobs, and of thut conscious streneth which searns to stir

or chale inder mere insolence. The editor, howeve 'y SCEINS resoly-

e to reach their sen<ibilities, and the *True American” of the 12th
mst., wounld geem to demand from a prudence heretofore cournge-

tern rebuke, and then whatever else the publie peace

ant safely may require.
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I'he leading article of the number relerred to, suid to'be from
the penof a slaveholder, and one of the first intellects ot the nge,
is mere twaddle, and worthy of no attention, save from its innue
absurdities, silly contradictions and puling verbosity,  The edito
rial is masculine and to the point. * Mr, Clay there treats slavery,
under our municipal laws, asa vielation of the fundamental prin-
ciples of the Union, the rights asserted universally for all men un-
der the declaration of indépendence, and winds up with the loliow
ing pithy sentiments:

“‘Slavery, the most unmitigated
seen, 15 10 be substituted forcve
tiong, The Consitulion is torn
I.:';.'EL 111 @ TRkl J'I. arc ‘l"]‘if!‘.'l!,'

» lowest, busest that tho world has ever
better. mare glorions, hdlieraspira-
npled under foot; justice and good
is substituted in the |. poe of I|| Iy
al tone: all | gt primei] national liberty \\h.qil we inherited
from onr British a1 up, and we arc left without Ged or
hopein the world. When the great-hearted of our land weep, and the min
of refloction maddens in the i:mlrl_r.'l_ lation of -our national apostacy, thore
ura men pu rain and pleasure, who smile with contempt a nd indiffer
ence atth |= Hlll remeniber, you who dwell inmarble paluces,
that there ar '4" omg aris and Jery hiearts and iron pikes 1n the streets, and pone
of glags o uy belween them unri the silver plale on the board, and Ve sinooth.shin-

e8Iy arc

{ woman on bie oltoman. When you haver mocked at virine, den ed the
ageneyaf'God 1n' the nffairs of men, and made rapine voar hounied faith,
tremblo; forthe day of retribution is at hand, and the masses will bé nven-

apd?

What masses? To whom and to what does the editor refer?
and where is he writing?  Here is un appeal worthy ¢f remen-
berance.  Our slaves are regarded as a portion of the people, de-
]. rived of their constitutional [!|‘t‘.'5'-r--rr-~: J-H'-rr-,w(‘.ﬂ acninst law, and

rround into servitude by haughty nobles, living in ¢marble palaces.’

'The editor assumes the port of a patriot summoning an oppressed
people to the recovery of their birth-right, and a terrible yindiea-
tion of their wrongs, &Strong arms, fiery hearts, and iron pikes
There is point in this! IHere is muscle, energy, determination!
Bluveholders, who «live by rapine, tremble; the day of retribu
tion is at hand,” «T'he smooth-skinned woman on the ottoman,
with_nought between her and vwolation but a pane of glass!”
These are images certainly to be held up by way of stimulus to
our household slaves, God of peace, and mercy, and modesty,
that a Kentuckian, and a gentleman, wearing a name of which he
Is wont to boast, reputably connected, and honorably born, should
have lent himself to excite and to vindicate

to rouse. aud to ju
tfy an insurrection of negroes, with ¢ Bmu!}t and Booty " for
the watchword.

Me. Clay amms to spur this community to indignation, docs he?
Has he ever secen an old saw which SnVE, sbeware the ].Ii]"_‘.' ol o
patient man.”?  Knoows |t'.: not that the terrible images upon which
he leasts his: abolition faney, arc not to'be named in o soeiety ol
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brave men and beautiful women?  Where be these iron piles—
who is to lead to vengeance and to the feast of blood and lust, these
strong armed, fiery hearted sons of Africa? Does Mr. Clay write for
rhetorical effect 7 Is he aware of his position and his argamant ? Is
he mad ? The abolition party are strong to the North. Their plan
isdesperate, 'We know him to be connected with them.. Weknow
they have means, with which they will sustain him, For what does
he take the men among whom he was born, that he thus beards and de.
fies them, threatens violation to their women, and plunder and confla-
gration to their dwellings, and argues in justification of all the horross
he predicts, and excites by predicting?

We again inyite the attention of the public to a close and critical
examination of thearticle, the fiendish tcmpm with which it is written,
and its inevitable tendency. “The day of retibution is at hand.”
Ha! We are in immediate danger, then? “Strong arms, and fiery
hearts, and iron pikes. The Degro is taught his strength, ‘The mass.
es will be avenged: The constitution is torn and Lnu‘tpled under foot:
justice and _;;r_nmt (aith in a nation are derided, brute force is substituted,’
&e. “All the great principles of national liberty we inherited are
yie Ided up: " Hereislhe summons of a 1‘}rnrir:L leader: here ajua.’.iﬁ
cation, ardent and ample, for the last extreme ol popul: Ir vengeance,

We again @sk;. Is Mr. Clay mad? Does he bear a charmed life?
What though he be an emancipationist, knows he not that abolition
here and now isimpossible?  Knowshe not that in this bll} and Coun.
ty there are thousands ol negro slaves embodied in factories and upon
farms: that many of them can read: from the mildness and hu.-
manity of their masters they have more leisure, perhaps, than any class
of laborers.in the world? Sceks ke io thitow a firebrand among them:to
sow fear and distrust upon one side, and fiery hate upon the other? To
extirpate humanity by destroying the principle of obedience. Toteach
the bereditary bondsman- that be is in truth constitutionally and legally
a freeborn citizen, entitled to all the [ruits of the American revolution?
Knows he nat that all the terrors of the law have not been sufficient to
protect, in all instances, female modesty [rom the fierce and brutal lust
that scorches in the _an_.m sveins?! Does he, Cassius M, C ..r_\‘ ;I.}llu.
the b.";ll'lt' taf his countrywormen, his townswomen, firat to inflame, and
then teach the facility of Fi.*rJ"m"I,t?

Quosque tandem Catilina,™

Longer patience in this community were a crime, and & templation to
threatened violence. Mr Clay is a fanatic and an incendiary, W
were equally 2o, and would deserve the horrors he threatens, did we not
take immediate sigps to arrest the further publication of this infernal in.
strument.

We understand that a portion of the citizens have already taken steps
to request Mr Clay to suspend his paper.  Should he refuse, thers will
be a general call of the people, and something efficient resolved upon
The blustering about bowie knives and Russell's Cave, and bloodles




duels, will scarcely serve his turn! That a man should have undertaken
to hu[l} a whole community, while he preaches rape, robbery and con-
flagration, to menials who wait in our chambers, watch our slumbers
and cook our food, s evidence possibly of insanity. But the madman

must be chained. A KENTUCKIAN.
The following are Mr Clay’s Handbills, in ordes:

To the citizens of Fayette county and the City of Lexington.,

As my niJEmn[ nts, notwithstanding my sickness, will not wait to
bear my plan of emancipation, and seemn determined to pre clpﬂ'm,
measures to extremity, without giving me a hearing, and as they
insist upon branding me as an “abolitionist,” a pame full of ua-
known and strapge terrors and crimes, to the mass of eur people,
| will make a brief statement of myv plan of emancipation, Al-
though I regard slavery as opposed to natural right, 1 consider law
and its inviolate observance, in all CaASES, u'.-‘m!.r-wr, as the um’y
safeguard of my own Liberty and the Liberty of others. 1 therefore
have not, and will not give my sanction to any mode of frecing
the slaves, which does not conform strictly to the Laws and Con-
stitution of my State. And as | am satisfied that there is no pow.
cr, under the present Constitution, by which slavery can be
reached, 1 go for a Convention. In a Oeuvention, which is pollti-
cally f_}rmupr.l.m!. I would say that every female slave, born alter
a certain dav and vear, should be free at the age of twenty-one.
This, in the course of time, would pradually, and at last, make
our State trulv Free, I would further say, that, after the expi-

vation of thirty years, more or less. the State should '|'|[‘-'I'|';l‘]f‘ i

{und. cither from her own resources, from her portion in the Pub-
lic Lands, for the purchase ot the existing generation of slaves,
v order that the white laboring poction of our copnunity might
be as soon as possible freed from the ruinous competition of slave
fabor. T'he funds should be applied after this manuer, commis-
sioners shall be appoinded in each county, who shall on oath valae
all slaves that shall be voluntarily presented to themr for that

purpose. Fo the owmers of these slaves shall be issued, by the

proper authorities, serip bearing interest at the mate of six per
ent.. to the amount of the value of their slaves, aud to the
rJ'l'!!l',rt:-f"H rrt' sand --'|'i=l 'I||f"-' 1.lill'|. tlt-'|1.[ bie :|[!|l||'.'l'1|., iarillﬂ"]‘|| aned

mierest. By this |||:|11 the present habits of our I1r'|i[-'|" would' nol

be suddenly broken i upom, whilst, at the same time, we beheve
hat it would 'h:'.n-_'_ slavery o :'|[.r!||;l utter extinction 1 our Blile
vithin the next thirky vear

With regand to the free blieks, T would not o fur farerbl
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"pulsion, but I would-encourage by all the peeuniary resources that
the State had to spare, a voluntary emigration to such countries
and climates as nature seems particularly to have designed them.,

With regard to the politieal equality of the blacks with the
w hites, I sliould eppose in Convention their admission 1o ‘the right
-of sufirage. As minors, women, forcigners, denizens and divers
other classes of ‘individuals are, in all well regulated ‘govern-
ments, forbidden the elective franchise, so I see no good reason
why ‘the blacks, until they become able to ‘exercise ‘the right to
wote with proper discretion, should be admitted to the right of
suffrage, «Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof.” The time
might come with succeeding generations when there would be no
objection on the part of the whites, and none on the account of
disqualification of the blacks to their being admitted to the same
political platform; but let after generations aect for themselves,
The idea of amalgamation and social equality resulting from
‘emancipation 1s proven by experience to be vntrue and absurd.
It may be said by some, what right would a Convention haye to
liberate the 'unborn? 'J'hr_-}- who ask equity, the lawyers say,
themselves must do equity, and whilst the slaveholdors have rights,
they must remember the blacks also have rights; and surely in
the compromise. which we have proposed between the slave and
ithe slaveholder, the slaveholder has the Lion’s share.

We have thus, in a very rambling and feeble, unsatisfactory
manner, Fiven somi thing of ‘an outline of the 5:!;;11 which we had
intended to present. Ut may be that my paper has not been con-
ducted in the mast p::t_‘é.l'tr.‘, manner, but is there not cause for mu-
tual reproach between myself and the public in which I am placed?
And those who new most denounce me, should remembor that my
paper was denounced even in advance, in the full avowal of all
the incendiary purposes which my enemies mow affect to impute
to me, | am willing to take warning from friends or enemies for
the future conduct of my paper, and while I am ready to restrict
mysell in the latitude of discussion of the question, I never will
"l'lll“’-i'-l"’.il‘.' abandon a ]i;h: or _‘_xil_:[|| H1 E*E'illi,'iplll.

C. M. CLAY.

August 16, 18435.

TO THE PUBLIC.

Since writing my last handbill concerning a Convention, I
have seen the handbill put out by Henry Johnson, Thomas H.
Waters, and I.]l.lr”t}' M. Craig, Committee, Beverly A. Hicks,
Chairman. [ thank God, that in his mercy, I am not yet
“map,” although these men, the public will perceive, since

they know the state of my health, have done all in their pow-

P - d - 3 e - 3 o 3 Bl :
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er possible, 1o desiroy not only my reason but my ii‘ for ¥
have had the Typhoid Fever for thirty-three days, during:
which time, almost incessantly, my brain has been aftected. 1t
will be perceived that they do not characterize their mu.lm;;
as a ]"I'it."ltt, caucus, which all 1 exington know it was. And
I now thank Ged that a lifetime's :t,g'ml for my word, will
enable me, I feel confident, whilst I am lying on my back un-
able to huH a pen, and dictating all l]tuu handbills which I
have put forth, unable to procure authority and testimony to:
sustain it, to use with power and truth of evidence, my bare
assertion against a thousand calumniaters.  When I appeal tos
Lanorgers for he lp, in my handbill, and I say I meant white:
taborers and no others, all who me me will believe what 1
say. And all who donot knew me, when they remember that
every blood relation I have in the world that I know of, and
every conneetion, are slavchelders, and that with all these,
with few exceptions, I am upon terms of the most harmoni-
ous and friendly feeling and: asseciation, although we diffen
about this thing of slavery, they will also know that s speak
the T'ruth, "tu [ sayit, the }1U|Jh-.u"r~u of this handbill believe
itand know it. If l]r- se men have had a six-pounder cannon
and some 60 or one hundred balls, as we ave credibly informed,
ready to batter :lnus: my nlm e, lu:!-m lhr_: wablication of this
editorial of which they complain, it is I-rnu-u to every honest
man that they are now playing upon me the story of the *swolf
and the lamb.” Whether the y “are pulling forth a counter
manifesto or rf-fr'—'f'e’.f':-': Sfor reeruils,” not only from oeur own
ity and county, but from adjoining counties, let the public
judge. They say that I am “associaren” with the Abolition-
1sts of the North. The wentlemen either mean political asso-
ciation or Im{nm” {or persont 1l associatien at this distance is
imposible. 1 tiHm]\ deny that I have any political association
with them, other than that the opiniens of all political parties,
whatever, meet and mingle upon some common -"mlnda ]u
my Prospectus, which was ]uul.ju[u il for Il]“ll:lh‘- in this eity, I
said that I should form .1'-m1 e with ne pelitical party, but act
as a “State party,” se that then, onece more, if | speak truth,
these men do not.  In the *“True American,” July 29th, in my
letter to the Cincinnati ,-"L.'Hi—“*lll.i ry  Convention, | declinen
to be present, and in the same letter T used the following lan

e

guage : “I abidethe destiny of that ]u'h in which | have
grown to manhood, until some other, numbering more Iriends

of Libertv, than we, x:| ' cive indication of a more speedy
success, [ claim to be a Wi, beeause I stand upon the same
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ground of the illustriots declarators ol '"76.”  Now my cofti
tuuwn. is not here most laulm. hant refutation of ||1c<u assus

sin calumnies of these men ?  For f 1 have said to the Aboli-
tionists themselves, that I am a Whig, whilst they were sup-

porting me as one ol their party, how ceonld 1 imp\. 1o be esli-
mated by them in any other light than as a base and false po-

litical adventurer. That 1 have many subscribers among them,

is true, but to say that I am +susramen” by them; in 'Iili' sense
here meant, is false. 1 believe that they do not compose more
than one fourth part'of my subsecribers in the Northern States,
and I would far rather have their suppert, than that of such
men as one of this Committee, who comes blubbering like a
areat fat baby into secret caucus, calling himself my “friend,”
whilst at the same time, as soon as my back is turned; he stabs
me to the vitals. Ah! Dudley, pious Dudley, tear-shedding
Dudley;svrite against me as you have in this handbill, with
the view of ﬂ'.'uwediv uuiatm" the Constitution of your coun:

try, which you are bound to support, and you will prove your-

self more my friend than by shouldering yeur musket te ‘shed
my blood. Now my countrymen! when you remember that
such far-seeing and s‘l-;' r-headed statesmen as are appended to
this handbill, and who have undertaken to become the gnardi-
ans of the honor and interests of this State, must lm‘w seen
these written declarations ef mine, they must wilfully misre-
present me on this ocecasion, If defiance and threats were my
earliest heralds, they came, if repert be trae, from one of Lhis
committee. They were the same heraldsof ‘defianceand threats’
which now once more come from them, and if Lexsington be
true to theglorious name she bears, and if Fayette be true to
the glorious name she bears, they will meet with the same
fate—a dishonored grave of undisturbed centuries. 1am sat-
isfied to trust my explanation of my editerial of the last paper,
to the pcu[!-lc whom 1 address, but ene more .-'Lrj:;,-'l:é;i.if.-‘u in addi-
tion to those which I have already made, that if they torture
my meaning from the general context, which none but elear-

headed men as these will do, that upon mere verbal and gram-
matical eriticism and literal interpretation, I counld nothave
meant the Blacks, for in the whole South. there are five mill-

ions of Whites to three of Blacks, notin Kentueky for there
are six Whites to one Black; so then il a class is to be taken.
and choice is to be made between the Whites and Blacks,
even then the Whites are the “massgs.” Neo, these men
cannot, they do not, believe what they say. They say that
[ deny the vavmoiry of the laws in one of the most impor-
tant social relations ;™ this is absolutely false. Turn to the
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number ol the Amervican fn which Thomas Metealle's etter
was published, and strange to say  they will there find an
article {rom my pen where | mnintain with all the power
of intellect of which I am eapable, against the Albany Pa-
triot, one of these Abelitionists with whom these men say
I am :]IIiL'I!, the [I[|P|:|l.;'|!lil'_'|,1 in relation to :"I-]HLI\ that “that
is property which the law makes property.” It is one Ihm|r
to admit the legality of a thing and another thing to i]t_‘il\' i
justice. Oh! Humt.. Oh ! Thomas, Oh! Dudley, Oh ln.\u'—
ley, surelv ye are *“Danicls come to judgment I” To say that
“Regard for the public peace” induces Henry and Thomas
and Dudley and Beverley to shoulder their muskets and
drag one poor, little editor out of his “den” when they
knew that he could neither pull a trigger nor wield a pen,
and shed his bloed, thus vielating not only the express lan-
cguage ol the Censtitution, but every ]nm-'J[Ie of right, re-
ligion and justice. is about as |nmm1| as it is magnanimous
or-likely ' to be carried into execution.

But il am mistakeny, and an outrage is to be perpetrat-
ed which will stain, with eternal dishonor, Fayette’s here-
tofore proud and fair I pray you people of Lex-
ington and Fayette, get some men of more truth, ol more
sense, of more rlrwi'.!:_-'[n'r than these men possess, to give
vou an excuse to say that you were driven from your pro-

priety to the perpetration of this deed by the power of ge-

nius, which can at times obscure the clearest intellects and
madden the noblest Liearts into erime,
C. M. CLAY.
AueusT, 1Sth, 1845
At a meeting of the citizens of Lexington, Fayette and
the adjacent counties held at the court House yard on the
18th August, 1845.
Warser Burnock, Esq., was appointed Chairman and
Bexs. GraTz, Secretary.
The following communication from C. M. Clay, Esq , was
read to the meeting :
Lexiscroxn, August 18th, 1845.
The Cheairman of the Public Meeting assembled to.day, will please
(‘lf-'_"a’ a;"r'_f'l'.f‘t,' it the a"rh"fr?f-'fi'r'x.'_,' gmaatnicalion
Ferrow-citizexs oF Lexmvatron, anp Couxry or FAYETTE,—
Being unable from the state of my health, to be present at your meet.
ing, and even unable to h oill a pen, having been sick thirty-five days
with the T .:,p:.um fever, I dic tate to an QImanuensis, a few lines fo:
vour |1]~.f consideration. Havi .l“ been the 'li.i\i1:|ir|:' canse, N l‘u-. ol




the present excitement in my county, and feeling, as I do, respeet (o2
the safety and happiness of others as well as my own, | voluntarily
icome forward and doall | conscientionsly cando [or your quiet and
satisfaction. I treated the communication from the private cancus
with burning contempt, arising not only from her assuming over me a
power which would make me a slave, but from a sense of the
deep personal indignity with which their unheard of assumptions wera
attempted to be carried into execution, Buot to you—a far differently
organized body and a constitutional assemblage of citizens—I feel that
it is just and proper that 1 ahould answer atyour bar ; and as | am
not in astate of health to carry on an argument or vindicate properly
my own rights, I shall, \Oltrtrmli];. before any action is taken on
your part, make such explanation as [ deem just and proper,

During my sickness, my paper has been conducted by some friends.

The leading articlein the !:Jil 11!!:|511|-r‘ which | am told is the great
couse of the pub lic disquietude, 1 h never read, becaase at the time
it was put to press | I.,'_-..] d not !,:'-.'.'-; n ‘.{_._ ne I_‘:_r- fatizue of reading
such a p'ap.-r through.  Althoush it was read over to me atthe time .

yet I am ful 1'- pe rsnaded now, that had 1 have been in hes ..r_l[[|<J!
not have beenadmitted into my columns, Bot i !Lll. the
cy in admitting it, because it has been my avowed poliey ‘heretofore
to admit free discussion upon the HI]I!if'I" of s !U\Lt} IH. slaveholders
themselves,and the author of this article is largely interested in that kind
You have seen before this time that the course of poli
which I commend, mysell, to the State, is widely different, in many
essential pomts, 1o this avthor’s views. The article written by my-
sell, and published in the same paper, was v.n.!-m a [ew days after
the leader was in type, and which has also been the caunse of so much
dissatisfaction, the illh‘f[cl.". ol ‘.\'}JECE[, to some extent [ am u'il[]u;_: 10 Ac=
knowledge. I assure you upon the honor of a man, it was never in-
tended to mean, or to bear the construction which my enemies have
given it. [ was pursuing the reflections of my own mind, without
thinking of the misconstruction that could be put upon my language,
Had | been in the vigor of health, I should bave avoided ihe objec-
tionable expressions, for by sharply guarding against the cavils of my
opponents, 1 would best ml.u' at the same time against any thing
which could be considered of an incendiary character, 1 eannot say
that the paper from the 'J"i.'i“i%‘?”.'..’» has been conducted in the man-
ner I could have wished. The cause of this it is not now necessary
forme to mention. Satisfied, however from past experience, that
the free disoussion of the subject of slavery is liable 1o many objec-
tions which I did not anticipate, and which I had allowed in an
excess of liberality, arising no dounbt, from the fact thuat I had been
denied the columns of the other presses of 1'su- country myself, I pro.
ose 1n future very materially to restrict the latitude of discussion. 1
shall admit into my paper no article upon‘this subjeet, for which 1 am
not willing to be held responsible. This, you ]n'-n---:.u-. will very
mu<h narrow the ground; for my plan of emancipation which I put

Vi

ol property.
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forth a few days ago,isof the most gradual character. My uther
views put forth there also,are such asl learn are not at all offensive
to the great mass of our people. By this course, | e xpect to achieve
two objects, to enable me to earry on the advocacy of these princi-
ples and measures which I deem of vital importance to our State
without molestation and without subjecting the people to the appre-
hensions and excifement which are now unhappily upon us, You
may properly ask, perhaps, why was not this thing done before? 1 reply
that 1 did not foresee any such consequences as have resulted from
a different course. The denunciations of the public press on both
sides, I conceived, and am still of the same opinion, arose from the
desire to make both parties political capital. \ also,
when the excitement is worn off, that there have been many selfish
purposes sought to be accomplished at the expense of your peace
and mine-by men who are professing to be actuated by nothing but pa-
iriotic motives,

Having said thus much upon the conduct of my paper, | must say
also, that my constitutional rights I shall never abandon. I feel asdeep-
ly interested in this community,asany other man in it, No man is, or
has a conncction, more deeply interested, in the prosperity of this
State, than myself. You ought not, vou eannet; if you are just to
me as you are to yourselves, ask me to do that which you would not
do, I'know not in reality, what may be the state of public feeling.
I am told 1t is'very much influmed; 1, therefore, directed my publisher,
after the publication of to-morrow’s paper, to exclude all matter upon
the subject of Slavery, until, if my health is restored, I shall be able
myself to take the helm.

My office and dwelling are undefended, except by the laws of my
country—to the sacred inviolability of uh!tl! I cnnhzie' myself and
property; and of these laws you are the sole guardians. You have the
power to do as you please. You will so act, however, I trust, that
this day shall not be one accursed to our County .m:! State.

Your obedient servant, 3. M. CLAY.

The Hon : Tuopas F. Marspary then addressed the Chair
as follows ;

M=. Cuamtuan avp Fernrow-citizess or 1'"1\}.‘1'T't:.—'1'!1t, vast
concourse of men around me, independent of every thing else, gives
ample proof of some deep and powerful excitement of the pu rJ..
mind.

You'know, you all know, that this ---»'1"1Li lage of the people has
been convened upon a published notice, to take into cons |rl| ralion
safety of this community, and to adopt .-|;r'l. measuyes as may secure
your peace, and guard from the threatened danger your homes and

1'-.".'.L'l-lfie_':~. F Ill:\-" not as :iP“Ii ul:'l-i I  Of .';5.-54'||i-_ Lo :]],_1[\_-,- you & speet
| seek not to inflame your passions, and will not hazard by one word

0l L':’L'.L'JIJJ‘-!'_-IL!]'.C'JE' ¢'.i"1‘-l_ 'l '_li'l'_.l!.‘ L' su

ject af this ¢




lerrible respons sibility of precipitating this already excived issembly,

It is'in I“PEHHT' however with the order, decorum, and dignily, which
have characterised all the previous steps in this great !H-iu:J Ir move

ment, and which mark the aspect of this crowd, that some orie .~[|4,.u!,!
formally explain what has gone belore, and state the circumstances
which have led to this extraordinary call of the people. I ean but
proceedings of a smaller

achieve this object, by reading (o you th
body of citizens, the correspondence np‘rlh.—:i by them with the Editor
of the “True American,” and their address to the publie, and the reso-
lutions which accompanied it. (Here Mr. Marshall read the docu-
ments referred to, which will be found above, and then |)1Uu}£{|C‘L1 )
It had occurred to several gentlemen who had been active n the pro-
coedings of last week, that the transactions  of this day would extend,
probably, in their influence, far beyond this immediate neighborhood.
That []"*"r' would become the subjeet of severe examination and the most
rigid and scrutinizing censure, L]lwnghrmL the United States, That
the character of our E""'l'h and the good name of our Commonwealth,
wounld be involved in the resolutions we adopty and the temper and

be executed,

the mode in which they may
become to misrepresentalion, ibwas

Liable as all these may
!hﬂll zht best for your hlmm and. your interests, and it was hoped, that
it would not be d.n,mml by you presunipluous, Lo prepare si h & state.
ment of the facis and the F‘JIIUI iples upon which your action this day
18 b 15 r: as |r|| 115 ||l thetr |ur'-‘4 ment a ¢ uL11|:1 e m fw]r 81N or: yls .m-l
in laws for this great exertion of the original power of society Such
a statement, these gentlemen had instrocted meto prepare and offer
for your acceptance, not without the hope, that though imperfect in its
execution, you may not deem it altogether unworthy to be sent forth
to the world, as yeor declaration of the ground upon which you rest
your Justificarion at the bar of that public opinion, to which commu.
nities as well as individuals are- amenable for their action. As such
and under their instructions, 1 tender it and beg leave to read it in lien
ol all other remark or areuoment, {_Hr:ui': Mir, Marshall read the ad-
diess and resolutiens, which when the n||h:~-iil.’.~2‘ was taken upon them

at the close of the reading, were adopted without a dissenting voice.)

The Peopleof the city of Lexington and county of Fayette, togoth
erwith many hundreds from the adjoining counties, assemblied in
the city of Lexington on the 18th August in pursuance r:l'u general
notice made by the authority of a budy of the eitizens of Lexington,
calling a :_-i'i!r!".'ll iI.'"-'"HL|'1l:-' of the 514'-1:]1,'[', to eoncert measures for the
suppression of the farther publieation of the **Abolition paper” ecall-
cd the “I'rme American.” having heard the prru:rvdin::s. COIrrespon-
dence, and address of the meeting which calledithis assembly, approve
the same, and now make and publishto the world this declaration, to
nndicate their resoliutions and their action.

I ‘|3.|'r- !ll,"r perntief 1] rad !-.:. ]'!!.' nt ol -]-:__ n .l"l :, :‘-il. neas
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would have been impossible. There is no regular judicial process by
which it could have been achieyved, To have resorted to means like
the present would have been premature and perhaps indefensible. The

Liberty of the Press and the freedom of political discussion are es-
sential elements of our social system. ~ An effort to establish a
press in Kentucky devoted to the discussion of the question of domes-
tic slavery and the proprietyand practicability of emancipation by law,
as an individual enterprise, might, in this simple view of the propo-
sition, Have been tolerated by the poupiv as it is in all probability not
prnhlhzled by our laws. The pree ise purpose and prifciples of the
Editor of the “T'rue American,” and the position he meant to assume
here in relation to the subject, together with the effect he, his princi-
ples, and his paper were to produce upon our peace and our property,
were of course at the outset matters of speculation. After an expe-
riment of some months however, there can be no doubt remaining in
this coinmunity in relation to any of these particulars.

The institution -of slavery existed in a portion of the States of
this Union before the adoption of the Federal Constitution, by foree
of the munieipal constitution of the particular States. "The intsitu-
tion itselfis clearly recognized and guaranteed by the articles of the
Union, and left where it was found, under the exclusive control of
State governments and laws. In the enumeration of the people
three-fifths of the slaves are included as the basis of federal repre-
sentation, and direct taxation upon the several Stated is subjected to
the same apportionment. Fugitive slaves must be rendered up upon
claim of the master, notwithstanding the law of the State into which
they escape may not recognize the relation,

The United Sta State against domestic
violation npon application of the L ature or the Executive, and
shall provide for calling forth the militia to suppress insurrections

These are among the securities taken by the slive States in the
National Constitution; not only that they were not to be  digturbed
but that they werc to be protected in this property by the national
arm and authority. ok

A formidable purty has arisen within a fow years in the United
States, who seeknctively and prattically to disgturb these guaran-
tees, fo change the constitution in relation w some of them, and who

ates shall guaranty

deny its palpable 1mport, or wrest to fearful purposes its powers in

1
Ti ]"rTlD]: 10 r1rf1<'r:~',

They aim at the Abelitlon of Slavery in America and halt not at
the means.  They are organized, active, united in pursuit -of thiz
ohject, and desperately fanatical.—They have found their w2y into
the nelature, and already exereise a threatening imfudénce
there, They command a powerful press in the United States.  They
have ‘ameonr them a burning zeal, commanding talent, and a larpge

imount ot t-*' tical influence and Thev scout the

hev treat the mst.

law.-—They mamn-
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tamn that the negro slave here is an American born, entitled to the full
henefits and blessings ol republican freedom, under the Declaration of
Independence, which freed all of American birth. ‘They maintain for
him the'right 'of insurrection and exort him to its exercige, and with
an infernal subtlety claim, that the power cenferred upon Congress to
“suppress insurrections” gives to that body in which the free States
have mow so everwhelming a preponderance, the right to remove
the cause by abolishing :vllw.r}: That a serviie war becomes by
force of this clause a national affair, and can be settled upon any
terms under the national digeretion. With this party, we believe, from
the fullest evidence of which the mature of the case is ::l.]‘i(:i‘ptlbl{‘. the
Editor of the #*True American” to be connected by sympathy of
opinion, burning and fanatical zeal, and coneert of efiort.—With his
speculative opinions we prestume not to interfere; with his practical
exertions, in our midst, to disturb the settled order of our domestic
life, to inflame to discontent and rebellion our household slaves, we
have the most direct and ineontestible connexion. -~ In proceeding by
force and withont judicial process, to arrest the action of a free citi-
zen, to interfere in any degree with his private property, and if the
necessity'of the case and the desperation of the man require ity to
proceed to extremities against his person, we owe it to our own
farne, and the geod name of our community, to set forth the facts,
upon which arises in our justification the highest of all laws, the
law of self-defence and preservation from great and manifest dan-
ger .lrit] m|1|:|.

Before the editor of the “True American” had established his
press in Lexington, or made his celebrated visit to the North, he had
corresponded with the New York Tribune, o leading Abolition paper.
In certain letters over his signature some of the leading and most
dangerous pr'mr:inlm of the sect were avowed and defended, The
Abolition, of Slavery in the District of Columbia—the exclusion of
the three-fifths of the slave population in' the apportionment of
representation by a change in the constitution, thereby weakening
still farther the slave States upon the floor of Congress—the exclusion

Texas from the Union, in pursuit of which object he avowed him-
self ready to take up arms—the enlisting the whole force of the
non-slaveholders in Kentucky against slave property, and thus forcing
4 change tn the constitution of the State, were among the means and
instruments relied upon by him for effecting the entire abolition of
slavery in America. In one of his letters, he a mticipates from the

abolition of slavery in Kentucky and some other of the Western
states by the means above noticed, and the exclusion of Texas, that
the slave - population will be: crowded upon the planting. States to
such an exte r"l that abolition, if not voluntarily achieved by law,
1111' be forced by & war of colors extenninating one or other of the

event, (and the editor seemed to contemplate ei-
serenity) terminating in- that universal liberty so
Holding these opinions, and after visiting Nerth-
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ern eitivs and DL'HI_!_*' received there in full communion .' the aloli-

tion party, caressed and flattered and feasted, Liailed in the stages of
his wiumphal progress by discharges ul cannon, and heralded nthe

papers devoted to the cause as the boldest, the most intrepid, the most
devoted of its champions, he returned to his native State, the organ
and the agent of an mcendt.lr'.- gegt,to force upon her principles fatal
to her domestic repose; at the tisk of his own life and the peace of the
community. In the preparation and. establishment of his office in
Lexington, Mr. Cassius M. Clay aeted.as though he were in an
enemy's country—He has employed seientific engineers in fortifying
against attack, and prepared the meansof destroying the lives of
his fellow citizens, it is said, in mines of gun pewder, stands of mus-
kets, and pieces of cannon.—The whole courge of the man bears
evidence incuntestible that lie was entering upona career fatal to the
peace of the community of which he was amember.. The citizen
has a right to arm in his own defence, and to protect his house and
his person from unlawful assault; but why should a peaceful citizen
engaged ina lawful"ealling, make preparations suited. to repel an
invading army? It is needless 1 our purpose,.to netice the e {!:tm .

ruthless attacks upon individuale, and his threa!‘ to terrify resistince
of his sourse. We proceed at once to the last :mm* of :}.-

“Frue American” and the publications since put furth by its :‘liiiau:'.
as conclusive evidence of his temger towards the community, and of
the character, purpose, and Inevitable tendency of the paper. ln
this paper of the 12th of August there is a leading uriele, for
which, although not from the pen of the editor, the print is respons sible
to the public, and which at all events is evidence of the purpose of
the print and the character and objects of thoseé who support it.  We
!Ji.'.l.lh'.t_' !‘T‘_:i[—.’l this :'H'T_EE:IL' a few extracts of the most ominous characrer

The fundamental propusition with. this writer is as follow o ST
Legislatures, State and General, should raise the !':--'l'u:.ru BpOT
which our free colored people stand. They should give to thein

full political rights to hold office, to vate, to set on J“‘l' 3 lo Bive
their testimony .and te make no distinction between them and ourselves
After tracing the delightful effects of this equality,. the article pro-

ceeds: “Our national character, our best consciences, onr duty, all
weigh nothing in the scales of slavery, against the pride and xu’j.- sh-

ness of the master,” The zm!rum: nt called the f\}n':'f.cfifn. dftei
pronouncing all men equal and having equal m;-?u'o suffers slacery
{o erist, a firee colored person to be de; nied all political rights, and
after dwiﬂrmu that all free persons shall enjoya free intercourse
with the .“1.’(!4*.‘_.-:.r .\-:.r_pf{r.\ the free negro to be lfrn“. out of all and
excluded from suck rights. Deliver me from an instrument thu

partial, thus unjust, that can be thus perverted and made to sanction
prejudices and party feelings, and note the accidental distinction of
color® "We think nothing from the North can beat this. 'The Yes-
tern apnstle transcends, if possible, bhis mission. But again a9 to
the necessity of our being civil and submissive to our frlends, the
abolitioniste, and the danger of restiveness on our part
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'-'FJ'.r- slaveholders must calm themselves into just thinkers, and
cease lo provoke the Northern [free States by  putting them al
|.i,'i{£fl<..{ in Congress and out of it.—

“They must look upon abolitionists as enthusiasts if’ they will, but
also as in earnest, and in design at least as real patriots, - The Aboli-
Nonist is becoming as reckless as the a-far:r_'fm:'-.'h'r when thus proro-
ked, and may add violence and injustice to his course, that was
intended to be mild and conciliatory.” Very rational and prudent
adyice.—Submit f':t*i'=11\' or the matter will be forced upen you., But
we quate farther the following pregnant sentences: “t is in vain for
the master to try to fence his dear slaves in from all intercourse with
the great world, to create. his little petty and tyrannical kingdom on
his own plantation, and keep it for his exc lusive reign. He cannat
shut out the light of information any more thau the iurhl of heaven.
t will penctrate all disguises, and shine upon . the “dark night of
slavery, e must recollect. that heis surrounded. The North, the
Kast, the West and the South border on him, the free Mexican, the
free Yankee, the more than free iua.!'!u nists of . his'ewn. country,
Every thing trenches upon ;‘zn infected district, and the Weolf looks
calmly in upon his fold,” We were mad not to listen to warnings like
these, We have i,L.ul- d these passagesto prove . the thorongh iden-
uty between the doctrines and objects of this paper, and the worst
punciples of the ultra Abolitionists of the North, Hereis the asser-
tion of the equality of the African race under the constitution, and
the repudiation of the practical working of the instrument: “De-
liver me from an ‘J1~it1umn-=1 thus partial, thus unjust—— that can
be thus perverted.”—IHere too is the threat to the master of the
consequences of Lh-_: light and information, “that the more than froe
Abolitionist” of his country is pouring upon the negro mind.

When we contemplate the mild form of negro slavery in this
district; the happy and peaceful, and contented relations of the master
and the slave, where sucha thing as cruelty was scarcely known,
where the master was without fear or distrust, and the well fed, well
clothed, intelligent slave bent to hig lot of labor, the lot by the way of
all mankind, without repining, re hC]IuJ his master rather in 'l.< light
of parent, and himself as a necessary and nomean portion of the fami.
'[_r, we could pour curses on LE;L.'- Jr--.m_ who would h”.m up the
intimate, and not the least endearing relation of domestic life. and
when all was peace and mildness, plant discord and fury, and fiery
hate, and render cruclty a necessary policy on the one side by incul-
cating disobedience as a prineiple on the other,  But we must hasten
with nur proof. In the same day’s j Aper, an editorial  appeared,
aM‘k‘Tl;, the reasoning of the arti icle to which we have referred. and
bv a brief rece lpih]"-tT‘r n of vielated law, a trampled constitution, the
.r.u'ﬂpfrnf’hmrf force over moral 1 tiw falsification of the great
principles of the revolution, all illustrated by “slavery. the most un-
mitigated ,the lowest, basest that the world has seen:™ and w inding up
with the following extraordinary threat:  =\When the great hearled

—
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*".' Our land we Py and the anan ol reflection maddens m the eoniten:
plation of our national apostacy; ‘there aremen purswing gain and
.Flil':-l.-illl"r'. WO smile with ohtempt and indifference at then II!}f-F_:I!?
v But remember you who dwell in mfrth-lrnc:..m-.».- that there ar:
Strong arms and fie ry hearts, and iron flif.f.'f in' the strects. and panes
0f r_'l'uv-rmah,r between them and the silver plate on the board, and the
smooth skinned woman on the Ottoman. When you have mocked at
virtue, denied the agency ot { God inthe affairs of men; and made
rapine your honied faith; tremble, mrt}Ju day of retribution is at hand—

and the masses will be avenged.”  Here is more dight and knowledge
]hluﬂn Ilimn [Ill" e "'lu-. mind, --“.l.r horribile ll."l_'.‘: kindled ‘||‘l E.I.k
already “fiery heart” by the hand of the daring il'u'l-;ulm'r_'.. the auda-
cious emissary of the *mare than free  Abolitionist, Roused and

alarmed by these atroeities, and determined no Jonger to endure the
presence of anarmed Aboltionist, hurling his fire brands of murder and

of lust intothe bosom of a peacetul and polished cityv, a number of the

cilizens ol Lexington undertoole  the task of remonstrances “I'o a
mild—a wonderfullpemild  requést—<to discontinue the paper, the
haughty and infataated fanatic responded in terms of outrage, unpar-
alleled, to the committee of gentlemen who waited on him, denying
the right of thecitizens to consult together ‘on such a :11l.-i='~r".‘. and
denouneing the meeting which had opened a correspondence with
him, as a cowardly conelave, of pirates, robbers, ::1:|i as fins, and
assigning as the ground of their excitement, the apprehension,
that their power was aboutto be taken awayfrom them: The ditor
himself has published thiz correspondence appended to 2 hand
bill, which :i!iIH'.'lTL'fi before the call of this meeting of the peaple.
and before his answer was laid before the first meeting referred
to. The whole together, proves either that C. M. Clay is a madman,

or that he meditated, and has prepared himself for a civil war, in
which he r-_\'[-.-c'tr-tl the non-slaveholding laborera alone with the
slaves, to flock to his standard, and the war of abolition to beginin
Kentucky. That we may not be suspected of that extravagance
which we charge on him, we quote from his letter the -'iru-in_.l,: sen-
tence. - #Go tell vour secret conclave of cowardly assassins, that C
M, Clay knows his rights and how to defend them,”  To this In
appends an appeal addressed to the Kentuc Thatwe maynot
be suspected of garbling, we insert this extraordinary summons:
CKENTUCKIANS i-—You see this attempt of these Tyrants, worse
than the thirty despots who lorded it over the once free Athens, now
to enslave YOl Men who regord

laws—men who regard .'||i th
liberties as not to be sacrifieed to u snale pecuniary interest, o say

| L

the least of doubtful value—=lovers  of justice—enemies of blood-

laborers of all classes—youw for whom I have sacrificed so much,
where will you be found when this battle between Liberty and Sha-
cery is 1o :‘n foug rht? I cannot, I will not, [ dare not question on
whichside you will be found.—If you stand by me like men, our
CONNITY shall yel he (reer bt if vou falter now., | perish with less pe-
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gret when I remember that the people of my native state, of whom
| have been se proud, and whom [ have loved so-much, are already
slaves. &, M QLAY ?

That this infutwated man believed that the non-slaveholders of Ken-
ineky would feekamdactas a party against the tenure of slavery, and
that through them bhe expected to-ehange the Constitution of Ken-
tucky, and finally everthirow the institution, is evident from one of
his letters to the Tribune.—That he should have caleulated on kin-
dling the flames of civil and servile war, and i'.':.ll_vin:,; free laborers
and negro slaves under his standard, would seem ineredible,.yet his
acts and his words can bear no other construetion: *laborers of
all classes—you for whom I bave sacrificed so mueh, where will you
be found when this Fntl]e between Liberty and Slavery istobe iuwrhl
If you stand by me like men, our C LL‘IL[!“ shall-yet be free, but if you

ﬂtr Iu_'rihf : n.\.,t., !

Such a man and such a course i3 no longer toleruble or consistent
with the character or safety of this community. With the power of a
press, with education, fortune, talent sustained by u ‘powerful party,
at least abroad. who have made this f:—:;hit'u!;s-r':uu.-m in Kentucky
through him, the negroes might well,.as we have strong reason to be-
lieve they do, look to him as a tl(;l\-! rer.—On the brontier of Slave-
ry, with three {iee States fronting and touching usaleng a border of
geven hundred miles, we are }:L-L'.ulinrl'; exposed to the assaults of Ab.
olition.—The ullll der uf our property, the kwrm}nnwr, stealing and ab-
duction of our slaves, is a light evil in comparison with planting a

seminary of their Llu-.-.:'n;'.i doctrines in the very heart of our densest
slave population.—Communities may be endange ru.i as-well as sin-
gle individuals. - A great and m:pemlmu danger over the life or per-

sonal safety ofa single man, justifies the employment of his own force
immediate t'.‘ i his owndefence, and to any extent that may be ne-
sary to his protection. He whose aim it is , or the inevitable ten-

dency of whose conductis to bring about intestine convalisions and
servile war, threatens to inflict upon society the greatest horror it
can endure, Our laws may punish when the’ offence shall have been
consummated: but th v have [uﬂj‘,'.ﬂ' d no re me dial proceas ;' which

it.can be prevented. To war with an Organ of Abolition by action or
indictment for libel, wounld make that powerful party smile. T'o injoin
the publication of the “True American® ..nz'lul m:h change its name
A perpetual '.njuuc.'inn against the publication of any paper what-
ever b‘. Mr. C. M. ( i.n. were bevond the POWEF of ’|nr L!lan-_'r'l!ur,
The len_m r L|-nrir:|iv.-, An Abolition paper in a slave State is a nui-
sance of the most formidable character—a public nuisanece—not a
mere imnconvenience, which may occasion r‘r-]'t_r in business or prove
hurtfit] to health or comtort; but a blazing t
--r;r:di;l.r:.' or madman, which may scatter ruin, conflagration, revolu-
tion, crime unnameable, over every thing dear in domestic life, sacred
IR TEliglon, OF Fespec table in mode sty. Who shall : ay that the safe Ly
of a single individual is more Lupm' mnt in the eye of the law than that
of a whole people? Who shall say that when the case of danger—real

brand in the hand of an in-




danger, of great and irreparable injury to a whold community really
occurs—that it is not armed le gally with Ihv‘ right of self defenee?
In cither-case the circumstances must be left to'the judgment of the
world, or the decisions of justice. An unauthorized crowd who in-
fliot death upon persons or destruction upon property y for the gratifi-
cation of passion or even for the punishment of erime, is a mob; and
s the most fatal enemy to security and to freedom —But as in case
of sudden invasion, or insurrection itself, the people have atonce, in-
dependent of the magistrates, the right of defence, so when there
be a well grounded appre thensionuof great, ands it may be, irreparable
|n|ur\, |Iu- use of force in the community is lawful and safe, We
hold the Abolitionists traitors to the Constitution of the country, and
enemies fo the terms upon which the Union was originally formed,
and the -only terms upon which it can continue tosubsist. When
they bring their doctrines and their principles into the bosom of a ‘-hu
State, they bring fire into a magazine.—~The “True American™
an Abolition paper of the worst stamp!  As such, the peace and Szilu-
ty of this community demand its instant and enfire suppression,

In some countries, Mr. Clay mwflt have idreaded summary popu-
lar vengeance on his person, or secret murder. He is among :
ple whoabhor mobs, who know no f yach law, and where assassmation
is-unheard of. He has pressed the patience of his cou ntrymen to is
utmost capacity of sufferance—they can bear no more, without be-
g traitors 1o all the trusts reposed in brave and patriot men. Though
he has bearded and defied them—attacked the tenure of their prnpr»n-.
and outraged decency by the terms in which he has characterized
them, they are too <conscions of their strength to chafe at insult
They thirst not for his blood, and they would not injure his proper-
ty. He is a trespasser upon them, the \ have requested him mildly to
desist, He is comtumacious, and they will remove him by foree.
M. Clay has mnnp'clun d in his recent handbills of his ||1ti;s[m~.|t1t_-n\
and charged the people as deficient in courage and magnanimity in
moving upor him when he is incapable of defence. If all that be
said of him, his purpose, and his means, be true, his indisposition is
fortunate, He may rest assured that they will not be deterred by one
nor 10,000 such men as he, He cannot bully biscountrymen. A
Kentuckian himself he should have known Kentuckians better. His
weak ness is'his security, We are armed and resolved—if resist-
ance be ;ui(*'nlm*{l the consequence be on his own head, For our
vindication under the circumstances, we appeal to Kentucky and to
the world.

It is therefore Resolved by this assembly :—

Ist, That no Abolition Press ought to be tolerated in Kentucky:
iy none shall be in this C II\ or 18 vieinity,

d pen-
|

2d, That if the office of the “True American” be surrendsred
peaceably, no injury shallbe done to the building or other preperty.—
T presses a ||I printing apparatus shall be carefully packed up and
cnt oul of the State, subject '| nto Mr. C. M fli.‘i}'..‘ order
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dd. ‘That ift resistaner: be offered. we awill foree the office af all
E?l'.l’--l”j‘\. il“d l{".““'“_'i T!J"' -'t-'l.l".l.“'.": r.

dth. 'That if an attempt be nade to revive the Paper here, we will
again assemble.

“Bth, ‘I'bat we hope C. M. Clay will be advised.  For by our regard
to.our wives, our children, our homes, our property, our country, our
honor, wear what name he may, be connecte d with wlhom he may,
whateverarmor party here or elsewhere may sustainhim, he shall not
publish-an Abolition Pa iper here, and this we affirm at the risk, be it
of his blood; or our own, or hoth; @pof all he may being, of bond or
free, to.auid his murderous hand.,

tith. That the Chairman be, and he is hereby authorized to
appoint a committee of' sixty of our body.who shallbe authorized to
I'i i].‘ii]' Lo Ihr-nﬁ]r' ¥ n[- Jhd' "rl1]'Hi' '\]’nl'ri:_"’l]‘.l 1 1'!!-(!’ |Jn’-J"=-'r"-Hi|.'r]1 U['Ti!r'
pressand printing apparatus, pack upthe same. and place it at the rail
road office for tr ansport: ation to Cincinnati, and ri port forthwith to this
'I|I|['l.

The following is the Committee :—Georee W, Johinson, ¢h'm. Jas,

-lllr"’ll‘.\"ln, Josi “h Beard, Beny. Robinson, Moses ‘-lr'l:'i].w'nn. i:.Ef'tli-
.nrti Higgins, Henry . Timberlake, Thos. i'.“rl-.u. Jesse Hr\'lf'r

Hiram Shaw, dosiah Ennis, John J. Dudley, Wim. B. Kinkead, James
B. Waller, George W, Norton, |"r"1r|5~;]m Tilford, fr. !,. P r.i.-'ah_-th'.-.'.'u-'- :
Williamn Elder, Nathan Payne, Dr, J. 'F. Lewis, Patterson Bain, Fran-
cis McLear, _E}nill Glass, Nevil H' emore, James H. Allen, John
MeCauley, Georome W . Stewnrt, ‘I'hgs, H. Shelby, ‘Thomas Huehes,
Thos. S, Redd, "'[N\ Thwaits, Henry Loang, Richard Allen, Jas,

Carter, Alexander Moore, Jolin Anderson, Thomas Bradlev. Bsnj.
"' Wood, Dr, J. ( f. Darby, Alexander Moreland, James B, Clay;

] 1. Cooper, Thomas Carr,

liam Cooper,” 8. P, Kepoey, J

"'-' lliam R. MeKee, Garrett Watts, Richard Spurr, Edward Oldham,
John R. Duntap ’--5=|e I}, .-T;-]‘r_nr.- 1. I‘"J"'“u::l'.i Downs, John
()verton, Robert B i | ton, Dr, J. Bush, Col,

Alexand®r Morga funt, John Gilbert, and

!'_‘.'.ILf'i: ]'{"::[l".'_r:'_

I'he meeting then adjourned
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pposition w -k but that the city authorities

stance to them.

The Commitiee, on answering severa to their names, were then
- iy P  and the doors were closed al them. The

led to order by Mr, Johnson,iis Ch

| 1] n, on mo
al y 0N NG
. v ] . .
1 AN NI, j_ _E}, L I_!} Wadbs ;.'E'J'JE'IILIL'__'I_:P unanlmously, o

on'of Maj. W. R. McKee, it was t}

That the Committee hold itself J'L'a]':fm.-:i'..-i_.: for’s

be lost or destroyed, whilst the Committee were

]
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C. M. Cray. Esq.:  Sir—We have been direeted by the Commit-
tee of the meeting held on vesterday, at the Court House, as its
ress, type, &e., of the “True Ameri-

it L'..;I. and -~!.=;-:: Rail Road to
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order; and that the charges and expenses upon them have been paid
With proper respect, we have the honor to be, &c.
GEO. W. JOHNSON, Ch’m.
J. B. Cray, Sec’y.

Upon the proceedings as given above, we have but few comments to make.
The list of gentlemen whom Mr Megowan notifiéd to attend at 3.o'clock of
the 14th of Aupgust, contained abont anequal number of Whiy

orats. The resolution adopted by that me

s and Demo-

b

committee to

correspond with Mr Clay, was driwn and offered by Mr Marshell. The pre-

3 of that gentleman upon offering the address, have beenac-
L ta

the Report puhﬁ':‘hf"l in'the Observer & Re=

en down by the retary, and

consequently did not appear in

assemblyvian the Court:House

from the first small

porter. The whole a

s v
ontire i

light it

on the I4th of August, L 1isaction fand in that
ought to be considered) must be held by all candid men terafléee lasting ho-
fo monRt s e

s Wil

sueh a traneaction

nor npon the cha

could be thus conducted. Upon the face of the record there is noappesranet

oipastys- Faction for the time scemed ended. It presents the appesrane
of a united-peoplesroused by the sense of & common danger, exempt utter-

i¢ of rapre and
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tie stre ]I}_".-'I as free Irom passion. as

fear, putling forth

it
glation, the steps

'-,rr[-.: |'.I.Il.'|"'||-%1|f'!"| to irre

id in advance of leg

the terrible 1 1t ‘has made with

by which Ahbolit]

Slave States.
The effort of the Editor of the Ol

20th of August, to malke political capital out of this, and to char

erver & Heporter,. in his paper of the

s0maeo

sarlier movers with a (fu:-t-:'gn to involve him and his office in o like fate
Z. M. Clay, on aceount of his known- devotion to the Whi

g threat to summon the Whig partyto his support,

e with the Obs

that print 85 an unseruy

on account of his recent defeat

for Congress, and ch 1 Lhe Whic party as

a libel upon them

vowed by the

nal pays the Whig paity, and one which will
larger portion of it in Kontu

upon thém. It cannot

themsalves with the |

indeed, the Editor of Tournal seems { 1 marked sympathy

The effort of Mr Prentice to direct anew the prejudice and the rageo
Mars mer friends dpoinst him on account ol the manner in which |
has demeaned hims n the saclio | ] HIDEL P

g ———
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ably receil upon the Editorhimself. The course of these two prints

in re-

lation to this affair, demopstrates one thing pretty cﬂv;tr]}'n—']‘},;_i they are
equally vexed and gurprised at the commencement, course aud termination
of the whele msatter, C.M. Clay himsell evidently considered this, in the
first instance, a partial movement, got up by the Demoeratic party. This
idea is apparent upon the face of his first handbill, Such men as Mike Wick-
liffe and ('u_'L'.-r;:l‘ D. Prentice would have tfﬁ.”.ig_!f:l-. d to have given the thi::g B
party turn. It would heve been guite delightful to have been enabled to
charge it ns a Locofoco movement, got up by the ‘Apostate’ and his friends

for the accomplishment of their own selfish purposes, Buch men could ne-

ver have hoped to have engaged the great body of the Whig, party in this
City or County, to have defended MrC. M, Clay as an Abolitionist, and
they did not so calculate; but could they have once induced the belief that

‘
this was & Locofoco Party movement, for the purpose of making political

capital against the Whigs, they hoped to have raised the cry of *“‘mob and

B

Locofocoism* with supeess, and summons the Clay party, not to support an
Abolition party, ot least not avowedly, but te maintain the peace of socie-
ty, the majesty of the laws,cand to curb the Democrats, There were symp-
They were all overborne, hows

P Had nll Wh

1 decision of the Peo
George D, Prentice, their plan might have

toms in various guasters, of this t
ever, by the prompt ac tion and st
ike Mike Wieklifie and

worked like & charm, The men, however, who set this matter on foot, were

been

more of Patriots, and less of Foels, than to attempt to enlist faction in such
& case us this, and to add the stings of political bitterness and party reproach-

es to the d ira of servile insurrection.

Journal, that the Cx

s, there ghould not be another paper issued
utterly [alse. No such thing occurred. Ne such proposition was made
1y Lime

by or for Mr Clay =
p : THOS. H. WATERS,
H. LOCKHART,
THOS B. MEGOWAN,
JAMES L. HICKMAN,
THOMAS F, MARSHALI

exinaron, August 25th, 1845,
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