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Springfield, OChio?
Mag. 7, 1918 .

Dear Mother:-

Just a line in a hurry. I am going to an oculist in
town here. He is a Dr. Hartley, and a very able man. He
ihas studied in Vienna, and has been recommended to me so
highly that I do not hesitate to go to him. I have been
needing new glasses all along. I feel quite sure that my
eyes were the cause of all the trouble and siekness that I
have just been having. I am going to put some dreps in
ny eyes tonight, and tomorrow I am to go down to Br.
| Hartley and have an examinstion.

I spent the afternoon today fixing wp my bicycle.
It is in really good shape, considering all that it has
gone through in the last few yesrs, and expecially this
last summer. I took it all apart, sand pascked the bearings

in crvde vaseline, and it runs slicker'mn & guart of

caterpillers. There were two punctures im it that I had

o fix. They were due tons little thorn. I doubtless geot
that the last night that I was out im Illinois.

There igs a possibility that I may go out in western
Nebraska for the summer, instead of to my place in Illinois.
I have not yet fully decided.

Well, I must stop forthis time. I'11 write more later.

Best of love to each and ewvexry one.

With love
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Dear Mother:-
I arrived in Springfield all right.

The T & N foom Louisville made good time

to Cincinnati, and I managed to get a

Big Tour out to Springfield just a 1little

after noon. Am dropping you this line to

let you know that I am well and have

arrived here safely. Am suomewhat hurried

now so0 I must stop and attend to some other
things. Best of love to all.

Hurriedly,







Springfield, Ohio,

Newv. A% 1918.
Mother: -

I can hardly realize that such a
long time has passed since I have written
Home. But4the days that I have been here
have been busy ones. And then too, I am
proud to say that I am getting more sleep
than I used to, and that means that I don't
heve as many hours of work as I used to.

So I am kept pretty busy getting done all
that I want to. However, the change is
doing me good - if only I can stand the
strain of getting regular sleep.

Tast Sunday I was out preaching. I

at a 1little town about eighty miles to

northwest of here called Wapakoneta.
The people are splendid, and I surely did
enjoy my stay among them. When I heard that
I was to go th this place the first thing
that I thought of was that an old friend

of mine at Primeeton came from there. So




when @ got there I asked the people with
whom I was staying whether this family still
lived there. Their name is Taeusch. Certainly
is "verdeutsched", isn't it? The people still
1ived there and I went to see them. I intro-
duced myself and they were very glad to see
me. They received me very cordially and I

gpent a very pleasant evening there. I liked

the people with whom I was staying. They

gid all that they could to make me feel at
home. I was with them Saturday evening, all
of Sunday, and left early Monday morning. The
pedple at the Church there liked my pesaching
very much and spoke very nicely to me. I had_
to teack a Sunday-school class, and preach
three times, morning, afternoon in the
country, and evening. I was pretty tired when
it was all ofer. When I got back from Chmrch
Mrs. Davis, the lady at whose home I was,
took me next door to her sister's and they

played the Vietrola for me. I had played

the piano for them in the aftern on, and they
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liked it very much. I then went to bed and
sure did sleep. I woke up at four in the
morning to héar g lot of racket. I thought bthi
it was & fire so I went to sleep again. I
found out leater that the news of peace had
come there and the people were celebrating.
I suppose that Louisville had big times
overthat. We had a big time here on the
Thursday previous. I guess that the people
did all over the vountry. So when thennews
came on Nonday the people didn't have the
spirit that they had shown before. However,
we had a big parade in the afternoon, and

among other things the Kaiser was carried

by in a coffin with a beer bottle at the

head. Several mourners followed, and &
ministerial-looking gentleman.went before;
but they didn't seem to grieve as much as
they shoudd have done. Well, as regards
the whole matter, we know that the war is

ended now, and we surely have cause th be

very grateful. I preached this morning (in
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o little town called Urbana, fourteem miles
north of here) and that was one of the things

that I told the people. We cannot realize

just what this meams to us, and we certainly

do not know ®hat it means for théose in Europe
Another thing that I told the people about
this morning was the Merger that has just
taken place in New York. We must remember
that now we no longer belong to the General
Synod of the Iutheran Church, but to the
United Iutheran Church in America. That is
just another thing that we Lutherans can be
thankful for. -- Well, I am going out with
some of the boys this evening, SO I'11 stop
for s while and taeke this letter up later.

Monday:- Have spent a morning at work
fixing up my books. I have figures out that
I have almost 600 volumes, and I am working
out a library system for them. It is a
bigger job than I thought it would be.

Tast night some of us boys went to a

spiritualistic church here in town. We
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certainly did have a big time. The man who

lectured was so absurd that, although I

was mad st him for a while, I couldn't

help being amused. After he had given us a
long talk, he said that he would give us
some character reading. So a good many of
the ladies and men there went up to him and
gave him a ring or watch or.something else,
and he, by touching the ring could tell
whose it was and the character of the person:
Needless to say, there were some times when
he got just a trifle mixed as to whose the
object was; but a few mistakes may be par-
doned in a man as great as he is. Everything
that he said in regard to the characters

of the people to whom he talked applied %o
everyone there , to me and a1l the resp.

One funny thing happened. There was an old

. fellow in the congregation, and the lecturer
had doubtless seen him ridigg aroung in an

gsutomobile. So he said to the man that he

would soon mike a change in regerd to his




automobile: if he wouldn't exchange 1it, he
would at least condider doing it ( A safe
guess!). Well, the old fellow spoke up in

s squeaky fslsetto and said that the auto
was not his; he was just taking care of it
for a friend. Our Sem bunch there neearly
busted when this break haprendd. Another
funny thing happened just at the close. The
man announced that we would sing the dox-
ology, and the organist played 014 Hundred
through. When the people started to sing,one
of our boys - thinking that it was our
doxology instead of the fool thing that

they Sing - bellowed out "Praise -" and then
stopped short. Bveryone there looked at him,
and we nearly died. Rach one of us put a
penny in the collection, and it was worth itﬂ

well, I must stop now. How are all the

fdlks® It has been reining here for the last'
~

N

coulpe of days and is quite cold now. I am |

well, even if I am getting back into work,
and as to that, I sure am going slowly .

Well, good-bye. Love to each and, every one
and lots of kisses. Always. ¢ ’

MR L )?'\.L,; S n(
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Springfield, Ohio,

Dec. 13, 1918.

Desr Mother:-

Today I went to classes for the
first time since being sick. I d4id not
do any study in prepearastion for them, and
do not thimk that I shall do any serious
study while here for these last few days.
However, I am able to go to the classes and
so shall do that, as I do not want to miss
gny more than is absolutely necessary.

Dr. Larimer asked me over to dinner today
and I surely did ?njoy mgself. Mrs. Larimer
did not go to any extra pnains, and every-
thing was comfortable and homelike. When I
left they sent a meal by me to the boy

who is sick. He apreciated it too.
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