The University of Chicago

Department of Greek

November 30, 194

Dear Mr., and Mrs. Levinson:

A portrait of Professor R. J. Bonner has

been painted by Nan Rice, a Chicago artist, The portrait

represents Mr., Bonner wearing the red gown and red and blue
hood of the Trinity College, Dublin, honorary Litt. D. All
who have seen it consider it an excellent piece of work., It
has already been accepted by the Board of Trustees of the
University of Chicago, subject to the collection of suffi-
cient funds to pay the artist. It hangs on the east wall of
the reading room of the Classics Library over the entrance
to the Palaeography Room. It has been suggested by several
of Mr. Bonner's former students that the portrait would very
appropriately be the gift of his friends and former students.
It is realized that these are particularly difficult times
in which to ask for money, but it is also realized that many
of Mr. Bonner's friends will want the opportunity of contrib-
uting what they can to the purchase of the portrait. If you
can participate will you send me your contribution? Needless
to say, contributions of any size will be very welcome.
Sincerely yours,
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Southern Methodist Hniversity

Aallas, Texas

OFFICE OF THE DEAN
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES December 6 S9N

Dear Miss Smith:
I enclose a check for $10.00 as a small
contribution to the purchase fund for
the portrait of Professor Bonner.
Ilhope some day to find time to return
to Chicago for a visit to the department.
The few times when I have returned have
been desperately crowded with administra-
tive business for the University here.
With best personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

Frederick D. Smith
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@he Johns Hopking Uninersity
Baltimore, Maryland

December 2, 1943

Miss Gertrude Smith
University of Chicago
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Gertrude:

I am enclosing & check of five dollars
toward the portrait of Bonner. I am very glad that
he was painted in such gay colors. If you need more,
please let me know, but I should think there would be
no difficulty in raising the necessary amount if
all would contribute. Bonner was well liked by
everyone, He certainly was a good friend of ours.

I heard the other day from our mutual
friend Miss Wilson and was glad to know that she was
in good spirits.

Please remember me to all my friends at
Chicago.

Yours cordially,

dmr:ajp
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Miss Gertrude Smith
University of Chicago

Chicago, Illinois







MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY

MISSOULA

Jan. 5, 1944,

Dear liss Smith,

I am sending you my check for
two dollars ($2.00) to help pay for the portrait
of Professor R.J.Bonner, He well deserves this
honor and I am glad it has come to him,

Is there a portrait of Dr., Shorey
on display in Glassics? I don't remember that I had

any part in paying for oue.

Yours smcerelsj/,
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GREENCASTLE, INDIANA







WABASH COLLEGE
CRAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA

December 3 1943
Dear Miss Smith:

I am enclosing a dollar; I'm terribly sorry that
my contribution toward Mr., Bonner's portrait can be nothing
more than a token, but as you pointed out in your letter,
this year (and particularly this month) is & bad time to
find money for anything,

Wabash College is almost completely a Navy school
now: of 340 students, 293 are in the V-12 unit, As you can
imagine there is very little Classics being taught. I have
one student doing special reading in Greek civilization; and
I'm rather proud of the fact thet three sailors have elected
beginning Greek on top of about 18 hours of required Navy
courses they are taking.

You will be amused at the teaching I am doing:
American History, Modern BEuropean History, Freshman English,
French, and Naval History (my favorite). Perhaps that sched-
ule might be taken as indicative of the dexterity or cathol-
icity that a classical education imparts., I am not particularly
overworked, although grading themes is & rather onerous job;
but I don't have the uninterrupted time that research work
requires., So a study I was meking of naval affairs in the
Corinthian War is temporarily in abeyance.

With best regards to you and your husband,

very sincerely,

John F, Charles
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Miss Gertrude Smith
Department of Greek
University of Chicago
Chicago Illinois
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Miss HELEN H. LAw
HORTON HOUSE
WELLESLEY, MASSACHUSETTS
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Miss HELEN H. LAW
HORTON HOUSE
WELLESLEY., MASSACHUSETTS




Rossdhu Castle

700 East Woodbine
Chevy Chase, Maryland
December "7, 1943

Dear Miss Smith,

As you know, John and I are very happy to
be able to join Mr. Bonner's students in presenting
his portrait to the University as a tribute of
our love and esteem for him. We had intended to
send in the contribution some weeks ago to save
you the trouble of a special letter but the idea
got lost somehow in the midst of the moving.

We are now established in our castle in Chevy
Chase and liking it very much. It is 1like some-
thing out of a fairy story, a real castle complete
with turret, tower, terrace and moat, built on a
hill and surrcunded by tall trees. You simply
must see it to believe it and even then you don't.
The surrounding countryside is delightful and we
are still enjoying a kind of fregrant sutumn. I
dc hope that you will be able to come to see us
here. "

Our chief recreation so far has been going to
some of the recommended restaurents and an occasional
movie. Tomorrow evening we are going to see a
rlay called “The Patriots." John has many Vave
officers as associztes and we have had some of them
as our guests and enjoyed them.

Ve had a letter from Julis saying that she was
working in a department store to occupy her time
while Glenn was at the Instructor's School. It was
her first experience in the realm of the working
girl and seemed to be something of a revelation.
Perhaps it will inspire her to return to her studies.

We received an advance copy of Paideia II from
Mr. Jaeger and also the good news that they had
become citizens. We are, of course, familiar with
the contents of the new volume since it was his
chief interest during the years we have known him
but it gives a student a very special kind of satis-
faction to have his teacher's ideas accessible in
book form. This isparticularly true of this work
which centers about Flato whose 1deas have such
a real meaning for Mr. Jeseger's own life.




On our way from Chicago to Vashington my
mother and I stopped in Pittsburgh where we were
the guests of one of my home study students, a
Miss Ethel Davis, who was a wonderful hostess and
a delightful person. She lives in Bradford, Penn-
sylvanis but she insistedon coming either to
Buffalo, Cleveland,or Pittburgh to meet us and I
am very glad that she did for we had a fine time.
Miss Davis has just finished the Iliad course and
will begin the Odyssey aiter Christmas. The Home
Study papers have not been sc interesting this
gquarter for they are mostly the elementary ones
and two or three of the students have not been
too bright. Dr. Luehrs, the psychiatrist from
New York who aid not like Socrates is now taking
Homer.

John enjoyed his evening with you and I was
very sorry to haveto miss it. When are you likely
to have a meeting againi Make it soon because we
would like so much to see you. Our telephone number
1s Oliver 2482. All good wishes slso from John,

Sincerely,

Uwghu@




Ensign John F. C ;,;?_P;‘Al;’ 5
700 East Vioodbine é@ ‘kb
Chevy Chase, Md. 9

Miss Gertrude E. Smith
The Department of Greek
The University of Chicago
Chicago, Illinois
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THE TULANE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA
NEW ORLEANS

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF
CLASSICAL LANGUAGES

December 14, 1943

Miss Gertrude Smith
Department of Greek
University of Chicago
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Miss Smith:

I am enclosing a small contribution to
the fund you are raising for Mr. Bonner's portrait. I
am glad for the opportunity to participate and will look
forward to seeing the portrait when I visit the campus
there again.,

The war has, I suppose, caused many
changes at the University of Chicago as it has elsewhere.
The Tulane student body is composed largely of Naval
Trainees now,., You may be Interested to know -that I am
almost a full-fledged Physics instructor. Mr. Geer is
also teaching several hours in Physics, and Mr. Riedel,
the Greek pmofessor, is employed fullitime by the
Mathematics department. The demand for Greek and Latin
is not great but we are trying to satisfy what demand
there is.

Best Wishes for a joyous Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Sincerely yours,




| G, W. Regenos
,Tulane University
New Orleans, La.

Professor Gertrude Smith
University of Chicago
Chicago, 1llinois







Smith,
Wy most recent round of comprehensive examinatiaﬁe
is safely over at last, and I shall have { gseven weeks of
coﬁparative sani

\
o
f ~n cave
Trom Leave

hereto_fore Since returning
with e number of violent changes in X%

the d ture of Harold. All
1 have found 1196 company a great
£

mine have Xaiso ‘left, and others have

moved fter getting married, pSO I am perforce living
a more solitary life.

The work has grown more difficult, time-consuming,
and unpleasant since it seems now 1o cansgist most

F-r g while when + first came 1 made an effort

and my -great aceomplishEmment—4 that

I also managed to read a little in the Yreek elegiac poelB. But

Since%hen I have been swamped. This week, however, my best friend

here and I plan to embark upon the "Alcestis". We think we can
find time for one evening a weeke.

' ‘ This friend , by the way, 18 one ward Cannanl, a
Yreek major froum the University of Texas where he stxudied under
Rheinmuth and Brown. I hope you will be hearing more of him, be-
cause, as Harold can testify, he is %iii? a’campetent £z classicist

on the historical side. Mr. Larsen would be delighted by his




I have tried 9

musgt

got himself married,
laose another friend hered But he seems to in good hands;
his wife is charming, a Latinist also from Lexas. She was barely
= ézlzgrter away tfroum 1{1@:‘:~b':'LChe':!.ﬁl‘'S in Latin at 1‘8}(&5 wrere
Rheinmuth, Leon, and Hauck. They
uld finish her degree here at Coloradd,
require makes it impossible as
before then. If the work

then she would rather

Texas, if possible. Do you know if it
ts take her degree in the 4atin de-
the semester fsrm»ﬁzg so rather

in the light of gquarter system, but they seem

quite extensive-~9 semesters of Latin, 6 of Archaeslogy, Ancient

History, etc., © of English , 2008 iermanrané 20l Spaﬁi§h7~*

gsciencese. ﬁmmxiﬁxanxxaxﬁi&xﬁxxiakﬁnxhxx She
any could be taken by xcorrespondence, it
dses sound strange, but do you suppose she
could compiete her degree by correspondence? I realize that sauch
a question should properly be addressed 1o the +atin deparpment,‘
but what is more importmmt is your general advice and suggestilong

If not Chicago, I wonder where; perhaps Wisconsin®
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wrapping. 1 knew

soEme of the stor
phant.
ws from fhica;ﬁ
swn—peculigr-vias.
but sorry to learn that/Setiy
this year anyway. In this hymeneal
have my own much less definite contribution to wakee.
Virginia Brcyléé, whom I first met in that memorable Thucydides
class, and I are engaged. This year she has a Rogers felloship
kinselltrwill Pe at least B yeé?vbéif;
on where
Virginia is ©oing to try to take most of her work in
and eventually make it her major subject, and I heartily approve!

I hoge 1'bhl be able to get to[ﬁaltimome to see her on my next leave.

I have been wondering when your vacation comes. You

certainly deserve a ImmExafimrE good one after What)ﬁummy has told
3 m

- g - = sRoe Mg
me ¢ e heat this summer. Has #r, reenwood been teaching tiis

summer 5% I would like to be remembered to him, though I don't

suppose he remembers me.
g ALl poo. wishes, T}VWNV‘““{
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