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“As [ began this work to entertain and instruct
myself, so, if any other find entertainment or profit
by it, lev him use it freely, judge honourably of my
friend, and molerately of me, which is all the return
that out of this barren stock can be desired or
expected.”—Lord Brooke’s Life of the Renomned Sir
Philip Sidney.



INTRODUCTORY NOTE BY
THE EDITOR

Tue MS. of “Dr. John Brown, a Bio-
graphy and a Criticism,” came into my
hands on the death, in 1901, in his ninety-
first year, of my uncle, the late John
Taylor Brown. It is only just to his
memory that I should explain that the
MS. as I found it was unfinished, though
he was engaged on this, his labour of
love, to within a few days of his death.
Considerable portions of it had never
been finally revised by the biographer;
part of it was written, sometimes in
pencil hardly decipherable, on odd sheets

and half sheets, on old envelopes, news-
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Introductory Note

paper w.appers, ar:d other scraps of paper,
often without anything to indicate the
continuicy of the narrative. And there
were frequently many versions of the
sarae passage, without even an indication
which version the biographer intended
to adopt. In these ecircumstances, my
endeavour has been to discriminate be-
tween the various versions and to attempt
to unite my uncle’s #psissima verba, inter-
polating as little as possible of my own-—
for the riost part, only a few words here
and there to connect the different portions
of the MS.

I would ask the reader to deal gently
with any lack of continuity or literary
finisii which he may discover, or at least
to ley the blame of any such defects,
not izpor: the biographer, who has been
described by a critic as a ‘“ master of
English pure and undefiled,” but rather

upon onec whose lot in life has been
Viii,



Introductor}r Note

cast in paths far removed from those
of literary effort.

[ have appended to the Biography of
Dr. John Brown and the Criticism of his
literary work, a short notice of the bio-
grapher himself, which I have thought
might possibly prove of interest to some
of the readers of Dr. John Brown’s Liife.

W. B. DUNLOP.

EpIiNBURGH,
August 1903,
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PREFACE

I mavr sometimes been inclined to think
that Dr. John Brown had thrown so much
of his own beautiful character into his
writings that any other memorial of him
was not only superfluous, but might even
be in danger of impairing the true im-
pression of him which had already been
sufficiently given by himself. And it is
therefore with some hesitation that 1
venture upon the attempt to record what
an intimacy of over fifty years may enable
me to recall of a very remarkable and a
very attractive personality. Something,
however, as it seems to me, is still wanted
to define the exact character and value
of his literary work. One generally hears

him spoken of as the author of Rub and
X1



Preface

f's Friends, as if he had produced nothing
clse worth notice except that and one or
two cother, certainly most beautiful and
touching narratives. But there is much
¢lse in his work which exhibits very
speciaj power as a thinker, as an acute
critic both of art and of literature, and
a shrewd expounder of various practical
questions. All this seemed to me to
deserve being brought into greater prom-
inence and to receive more attention than
it had yet obtained. Whether the follow-
ing pages will have this effect it is not for
ine to determine. But it is well at least
that the attempt should be made, for even
if it does not succeed (and I am very
conscious  of its imperfection) it may
supply the groundwork and suggestion of
what may be better done by some other
pen than that of the present writer can be

hoped by him to effect.
J. T. BROWN.
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Dr. John Brown

A BIOGRAPHY AND A CRITICISM

Dr. Joux Browx used to say that he
was the fifth John Brown of his family in
direct succession, and I have an idea that
he inherited something from all his
forebears. Of the first John, indeed, John
Brown the customary weaver of Carpow,
we know nothing. ¢ He died and made
no sign,” at least none that has come
down to us. But all the others were men
of marked character, intellect and worth.
His great-grandfather, in particular, John
Brown of Haddington, must have had
some of the elements of a very true great-
ness. l.eft an orphan, utterly unprovided
I



Dr. John Brown

for, at the age of twelve, bare-footed, ill-
ciad, and with almost no school-training,
“one month only, without his parents’
tllowance, bestowed upon the Latin,” and
seiit to herd sheep upon the hills about
Jbernethy, he contrived, like the younger
Scaliger, to acquire a knowledge of Greek
without the aid of Grammar or Lexicon;
and after carmying a pack, keeping a
sthool contending with ecclesiastical
kigots who accused him of getting his
iearnirg from the Devil! and, it is said,
serving as a soldier of the volunteers in
the rebellion of 1743, fought his way into
the ministry of the Secession Church,
and finally into the Professor’s chair of
Divinity. The other two John Browns,
his father and grandfather, were both men
¢f merk in their day. His father, in
particular, was distinguished as a master
in biblical interpretation, as an accom-
plished scholar, a great preacher, and a
man of wide learning and powerful
intelle:t. The distinguishing character-
2



