e 534-TRAFFIC MATTERS,
Poor Fork-Benheam, December 8,1911.

I.".I'- ‘ & El bmlth, 51"!1 VI “Hl 8
Touisville & HNashville RJ.k.,
Louisville, Xy.

Dear Sir:=-

Phis will escknowledge your letter of the fifth instent.

The Superintendent of our operations st Benham is here -and
I have just hsd & conference with him end Mr. Perkins, President
of the Visconsin Steel Company.

There seems to be some misunderstanding on the pexrt of your
Superintendent regarding the service needed and performed. For example,
your passenger trein, of course, will be of no material benefit To
us, as you state, in handling our counstruction meteriel, though ve
are thoroughly eppreciastive of the late change which will permif%
interested parties to come to Benham, transacts/business Tfor an hour
and get away on your train the same day. We yeake it for granted a
1ittle later on when the track is in good shape you cen well lengthen
thie lay=over in Benham, which will be an advantage t0 us and those
with whom we do business.

Now, the freight train service works poorly for us. The Train
leeves Benham in the morning and comes back there in the evening, which
means thet during the entire day we are without any service between
Benhem and Poor Fork so far aes our construction material is concerned,
and it is because of this our people have been asking for sand ingist-
ing upon & ftrackage arrangement.

The five dollar chsrge for the haul between Poor Fork and Benham
when the service is performed by our engine will be entirely satie-
factory to 18 and we ere very appreciative ol your extending the
gourtesy to. us.

llow, on the gquestion of this $5.00 rate; our Sup't. advises that
this rate as nemed by your Sup't. simply applied to handling of logs
and btone from several small docks we had constructed alongside ol or
right near your side tracks at Benham proper, mesning & service of
probably half a mile &t the outside, and our people mnaturally felt
that with our own engine performing the work, for this amount of
gervice over your trock <five dollars was & high rate. I believe you
will agree with this; cexrteinly with a five dollar rate to Poor Hork
we should be entitled to $2.50 at least for the traffic we are now
referring 1o0. -

In connection with your complaint regerding the amount of business
we have furnished you so far having been very disappolinting; you could
herdly expect us to do very much business excepl in construction
material and supplies. As our understanding with your Company clearly
gtipulates, we were to be given twelve months time between the comple-
tion of your Railroad and the beginning of our shipping of coke. To
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