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PREFACE.

DurING a conversation with General (-h‘tll';'{‘ H. Thomas, at

Nashville. Tennessee. in the summer of 1865, some remark

was made relating to the achievements of his army, when he
said to me, “I wish you to write a narrative history .of the
Army of the Cumberland.” Taking a moment for reflection,
I replied, that if, upon frial, I should meet his expectations, I
should be glad to produce such a work. He then said : ¢« Write
nothing but the truth. You will contravene received opinions,
and you must fortify yourself.” These short but comprehen-
sive sentences constituted my instructions, and taken in con-
nection with the fact that the:materials for the work were
mainly collected and supplied by General Thomas, gave him
as close a relation to it as was possible without direct author-
ship.

[t is not known when it first occurred to General Thomas
to have the history of his army written, but had it been his
purpose from the beginning of his connection with it, in the
organization and command of its first brigade, he could not
have been more exhaustive in collecting the materials upon
which it is based. His “ Military Journal,” accurate in the
mention of the operations of each day, was a safeguard against
errors in 1‘}]1%'11”]{1;'.\'. gave brief notes of the more ]l[zllcl!‘!:|!|i
facts and events, and was suggestive of' lines of investigation,
for which ample resources were provided in the copies of
orders, telegrams, official reports, and other papers, unoflicial,
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vi PREFACE.

but equally authoritative as the muniments of a truthful nar-
rative, which in greatest profusion he placed in my hands.
He gave especial attention to the collection of pertinent doc-
uments after the work had been projected, and received assist-
ance from General W. D. Whipple and Colonels A. L. Hough,
8. C. Kellogg, and J. P. Williard, members of his stafl’ in
nearest relation. TFrom the time the composition of the his-
tory was begun until his death, I was in constant communi-
cation with him, and he knew fully its scope and the pivotal
facts which would constitute its framework and determine its
purview, and lived to examine and approve several completed
chapters relating to campaigns and battles in which he was a
prominent actor. The history and the maps which illustrate
it, have been prepared through independent research, but from
the same sources of knowledge, and under identical relations
to General Thomas,

I am also greatly indebted to many of the corps, division,
and brigade commanders, and other officers of the army, for
snggestions and encouragement during the years spent in pre-
paring this work.

[t may not be irrelevant or inappropriate for me to state
that, in investigation and description, I have followed the
logical order, tracing operations from inception to issue, and
interpreting them by their objects as well as their results.

The manuséript was completed in December, 1872. Upon
my return to my post in January, 1873, I left it in the East,
and did not see it again until T began to read the proof-sheets,
in July, 1875.

THOS. B. VAN HORNE.
September, 1875.
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INTRODUCTION.

Tre election, by the Republican party, of Abraham Lincoln. as Presi-
dent of the United States, on the 6th day of November, 1860, was the
occagion for an attempt to compass the destruction of the Union. The
men who made that attempt had for years meditated the establishment
of a confederacy comprising all the slaveholding states. The antago-
nisms which culminated in the secession of eleven of these states may be
traced to the remote past. They were revealed even in the Convention
of 1787. .John C. Calhoun gave logical consistency to the doctrines of
state-rights, and in the effort to give them practical realization,in 1832 very
nearly anticipated thestruggle thathasrecently deluged the land with blood.
Compromises, often repeated in our history, promising eternal harmony,

had failed to give more than temporary quiet to the country. The near
approach of each successive presidential election furnished the occasion
for some new presentation of the old issues, and invited the renewal of
the contest for sectional dominance. And thus every fourth year re-
vealed, with greater plainness, the relentless character of the antagonism,
between the free and slave states. Questions of political supremacy and
material interests were mingled with the less dangerous discussion of ab-
stract differences in the theory of government; and the sober, thoughtful,
patriotic men of the country saw, with growing alarm, that every presi-
dential canvass gave proof that political issues were becoming more posi-
tive, in correspondence with the increasing intensity of sectional ani
mosity,

During the political campaign which preceded the presidential election
of 1860, the Southern leaders of the school of Calhoun used all possible
mfluences to commit the Southern people to secession, in the event of the
success of the Republican party. The specious assumption of inveterate
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Xii INTRODUGTION.

differences in the type of civilization, North and South: the vaunted asser-
tion of superior manhood and transcendent chivalry; the declared certainty
of hostile interference with slavery by the party electing My, Lincoln, and
the appeal to passion and t'IE""_‘ILlf.].i'.‘I". rave these men the power to precipis
tate eleven of the slaveholding states into secession and rebellion. I
mav he safe to aver that the majority of the Southern people, if they had
been allowed a free and forcible expression of their opinions and feelings,
would have decided against secession. DBut the Union men of the South
lacked organization, and, acting without concert, were unable to resist the
large and ambitious minority, which, compassing great wealth and talent,
with organization compact and firm, was controlled by men of reckless
daring and acknowledged power.

(n the first Monday in December, 1860, the official announcement of
the election of Mr. Tineoln was made in due form in the Senate chamber
at Washington. Un the 20th of the same month. a convention of the
1"-'”1']" of South Carolina 1||::-_-'--r1 an ordinance of gecession.  Six states,
Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Lounisiana, and Texas, w ithdrew in
quick stecession from the sisterhood of states. Soon the bold announce-
ment of a new nationality—the Confederate States of America- —startled
the country and the world. Theactors in this, the greatest political crime
in history, at once ]-:-r-l:n:-u-d for war—the usual consequent of the assump-
tion of independent national existence—and threats ot Northern invasion,
. the event of war, were proclaimed as boldly as the existence of the
NEeWw :__Wl'-'u'['Hlle'!!l.

'\-5.]';_"'[[‘.'[:'._ North (Jarolina Tennessee, and Arkansas eTL-'];'.I‘{-'--i spOEsS10N
for some months. The legislature of Virginia proposed an informal na-
tional convention, to devise measures to prevent the dismemberment of
the Union, and consequent civil war. Tennessee decided, by a heavy
majority, against calling a convention to consider the question of

appession. North Caroling was also without a convention. The conven-

tion of Arkansas, after a somewhat ]|5'=»1!.';1--1-_--1 spseion. adionrned with-
ont taking definite action. These states thus awaited the consequences of
the gecession of the Gulf States.

Although the majority of the people of the United States did not admit
ihat the rigcht to secede was reserved to the individual states, and regarded

the conduct of the Gulf States, if persistently continued, as the actual

initiation of civil war, and although these states, beyond their act of
socession, had committed open acts of war some of which were evon

;--':"in-lz';ltl'~| before the passage of ordinances of secession, still the gen-

eral government took no step looking to the suppression of the rebellion
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INTRODUCTION. Xiil
inaugurated by secession. War wasso distasteful to the government and
people, that the purpose was patent to avoid it if possible. Forts and

arsenals had been seized, and portions of the national army had been sur-
rendered to the insurgents, but still the nation hesitated t

.‘: I\‘il L&) ]-\: l.

o draw the

During this period of hesitancy, there were indications of reaction in
the seceded states, while the more northern slaveholding states grew

more decided in the expression of their purpose to remain in the Union,

Thus it became apparent to the leading insurgents that something start-

ling must be done, or these states would be lost to the projected Southern
‘,.llll|rlt":1'l':l’.'l'\',

All the important forts on the coasts of the seceding states, except Pick-
ens and Sumter, had been seized by the insurgents. The bombardment

and fall of the latter constituted the second great act in the drama of rebel-

“lli]. .'*-lilih ‘..':'.!'IJ“]I:L ]1:1!1 |n:s'-il []1!1 first to .-1‘_‘('L‘|I-~, and he'l' ."|_~;.~i|:|:1|'-._l 1.-:1|i—

ership in revolt and traditional disloyalty, alike required that her euns

should inaugurate the war with emphasis and call the nation to arms.

On the 12th day of April, 1861, in obedience to orders of Jefferson Davis

f‘!'t"‘*iii-':Ji of the so-called Confederat

e States, General Beauregard com-

menced the bombardment of Fort Sumter. The gallant Anderson and

his equally gallant command resisted the tremendous cannonading for

nearly two days. But being without food and ammunition, exhausted by

constant exertion, and almost stifled by the heat and smoke of the burn-

ing outbuildings, the heroic garrison made such terms with the enemy as

would best conserve their own honor and that of their country, and re-

tired from the fort under their colors,
On the 14th day of April, the day after the capitulation, Abraham

Lincoln, President of the United States, issued a proclamation, calling

forth the militia of the several states of the Union, to the ageresate num-

ber of seventy-five thousand, to suppress the combinations in the seceded

states, whieh were too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary course

of judicial proceedings. Then Virginia. North Caroling, Tennesse

A

- il.‘I*J

kkansas, by conventions, or through the less legitimate action of legis.

latures, promptly seceded, and made common cause with the states al-

ready in open rebellion.
The four border slaveholding states—Delaware. Maryland, Kentucky,
and Missouri—now filled the chasm between the two sections which were

]IH‘.'!". ing their preparat

10ns for war on a gicantic scale, I'he situation of

these states was |'|'::[-|'.'L|, wl

*might be their action. Their eitizens

LG

were divided in political sentiment, and of all the states, North or South,
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xiv INTRODUCTION.

they were most exposed to the perils of war. Their geographical position,

their common interest in slavery with the revolted states, and their

identity in other great interests with the Northern States, necessitated
and produced vacillation in choice
soon deelared their pur-

delay In action, of Northern or South-

Delaware and Maryland, however,
Kentucky and Missourl having more

ern alliance.

pose of remaining in the Union.

slaves and more attachment: to the institution of slavery, could not so

easily determine their status. The governors of these states were in
Southern cause, while a large and influential party in

sympathy with the
to assert, too, that in other

each state favored the Northern. It is safe
respects the loyalists of Kentucky had more to embarrass them in the
positive declaration of their attachment to the Union, than the citizens
of the other states that declined secession.

As the first organized loyal regiments of Kentucky troops constituted

the nucleus of the Army of the Cumberland, this history is commenced

with a retrospect of the situation in that state during the first months of

the war.
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HISTORY

OF THE

ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND.

CHAPTER 1.
DEVELOPMENT O0F THE STATUS OF KENTUCKY.

At the inception of our gigantic civil war, the leading types
of political sentiment prevalent throughout the entire country
were represented by large classes in Kentucky. DBold union-
ists econfronted arrant secessionists; timid loyalists and waver-
ing rebels joined hands in an impracticable conservatism. As
an expression of the reigning chaos of opinion, and by the
consent of multitudes in direct antagonism, Kentucky as-
sumed the position of neutrality. All her citizens not rad-
ically and unconditionally for the Union, protested against
the march of armies for the suppression of the rebellion npon
the soil of the State. It was the great blunder of Southern
Union men, that they so early and so fully committed them-
selves :1CQ';tin,-:E the coercion of the seceded states, or the main-
tenance of the Union by force, that when war was actual,
they were driven into rebellion in no small degree by their
previous false position. The loyal men of Kentucky barely
escaped the common fate of the Union men in other Southern
States. Several prominent men in Kentucky had, from the
time of the election of Mr. Lincoln, been so bold in opposi-
tion to the secession of the state, and so open in their decla-
ration of purpose to sustain the general government, that co-
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2 STATUS OF KENTUCKY.

ercive measures were hailed with delight. But very many of
those claiming to be Union men, while ostensibly opposing the
secession of Kentucky, were reticent with regard to their action
in the event of war. They were not in open sympathy with
the secession movement, but clamorous in their demand for
armed neutrality as the legitimate and only sufe position for
Kentucky. So prevalent was this opinion, and so bold its ex-
pression, that “armed neutrality ” was the aceredited status
of the state before her legislature gave it the more formal
pretense of legitimacy.

Governor B. Magoffin, in his message to the legislature con-
vened in extra session January 17, 1861, recommended that
the state militia should be put upon a war footing, in readi-
ness for the foreible assumption of such position as the State
might choose. IHe also recommended that a convention
ghould be called, and plainly indicated his desire for the seces-
sion of the state.

The legislatures of the more Southern States were mainly
composed of men elected upon other issues, but generally
]I]1'I1:_"i'|l to secession. Hence their readiness to call conven-
tions, and even assume the prerogatives of conventions. DBut
fortunately for Kentueky, the Union men in her legislature
were too prudent and too patriotie fo unite with the secession-
jsts in calling a convention ; and thus they prevented the usual
.IHIl[.i:LI step in secession. Neither did the ]n':"':‘~i:!1ill'l- meet the
governor’s expectation in providing for the equipment of the
state militia.

The history of Kentucky, during the period beginning with
the presidential election and ending with the fall of Sumter,
farnishes no facts of great moment beyond the steady resist-
ance of the masses of her people and the majority of her legis-
Jature to every movement inelining to secession. There \H'i--l‘L',
however, marked indications of divided sentiment and pur-
pose. One instance may serve as the type of many. It was
determined by the loyal citizens of Lonisville that the national
'|1:L;;‘ should be raised with suitable pomp upon the court-house
on the 22d day of February. Hon. James Speed delivered a
patriotic address on the occasion. The address elicited no dis-

loyal demonstration; but when the flag was raised, Simon B.

P
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STATUS OF KENTUCKY. &

Buckner, in chief command of the state guard as inspector-
general of the state, gave no order to salute, as required by
the published programme and patriotic duty. In manifest
disloyalty to the flag, Buckner, and a large portion of his
command, moved from the court-house yard. Major Woodrufl
and his battalion, the ¢ Marion Rifles,” in emphatic contrast
remained and saluted the national colors. The two officers,
and those acting with them, represented not only the antago-
nistic sentiment of the state guard, but also of the citizens
of the entire state.

But though political affairs in Kentucky were chaotic dur-
ing the early months of 1861, the issues of the grand contest,
whose sweep and power were soon to solve with inexorable

definiteness all the problems engrossing the thought and sen-
timent of the whole country, were gradually assuming positive
b]ul]n,', Fort Sumter fell on the 14th tl:l_\' of A 11[!1 On the tl;l_‘_.'
following, the President issued the proclamation calling for
seventy-five thousand men, and assigning the quotas of all the
states. In response, Governor Magoflin addressed the follow-

ing message 1o the Secretary of War:

“ Fraxxvort, April 15, 1861.
“TIon. StmoN CaMERON, Secretary of War:

“Your dispatch has been received. In answer, I say em-
phatically that Kentucky will furnish no troops for the wicked
purpose of subduing her sister Southern States.

“PB. MAGOFFIN,
¢ Glovernor f_-_Fl f\.—r.'.ffl'r”r‘!r-'_ff.”

This bold presumptuous answer, though not prophetic, gave
hope to the South that Kentucky would secede. Radical se-
cessionists, as a class, were noisy, madly assertive, and in the
realm of hypothesis, amazingly unprophetic; and Governor
Magoffin, interpreting public sentiment by his own feelings,
and mistaking secession clamor for the revealed purpose of
Kentucky, defiantly ignored the constitutional subordination
of the state to the general government. As yet Kentucky
had taken no steps indicating secession as a probable contin-
ZCICY neither had she made llmwlni\'ne':l] assertion of ||r‘\'—

<

alty; and as in the past, so now in the crisis of the border
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4 STATUS OF KENTUCKY.

slaveholding states, the official declaration of her governor
was only the expression of individual opinion.

Kentucky, as a state, was not yet ready to furnish troops
for the United States service, but there were eitizens in great
commit themselves to the unconditional
support of the general government. And while at this period,
as |n'e\'icm.-tlt\:_ the flag of revolt had been boldly nnfurled
throughout the state, and men had been openly recruited for
' ager to take position under

numbers ready to

the rebel army, there were many €
the flag of their country.

On the 6th day of May, the legislature of Kentucky con-
vened in extra session, for the third time since the election of
My, Lincoln. The message of’ Governor Magoffin evinced the
expectation that the state wounld immediately secede. The
legislature affirmed armed neutrality ” as the status of the
state, and then by implication consured the governor for the
language of his official announcement. Still, the faet was
patent that Kentucky, as represented by her legislature,
though advancing in loyal expression, was yet far from active
loyalty. Neutrality, in such a contest, was itself, proof of a
lack of fealty. During this extra session, another advance
was made in the right direction. The militia law of the state
was so amended as to ecempel the state guard to take the oath
of allegiance, not only to Kentueky, hut alzo to the United
States. This act recognized the obligation of the state to the
I'_’.'{'H\"T:I! government, but it did not reach active support.

While the Eml.ll.h“l:lllri in the goceded states tools the lead in
all treasonable movements, and were far in advance of the
people in intensity of disloyalty, those in Kentucky who were
loyal, were in the main far behind the masses in loyal feeling,
and were far more timid 1 open resistance to the formidable
oreanized effort to precipitate the state into alliance with

those in rebellion. As soon as the grand issue was fairly
made by the bombardment of Fort Sumter, nndercurrents
against the rebellion, compassing, for the most part, quiet citi-
sens. set in with great power. During the extra legislative
session of May, and while the old pniiiiu-:Ll leaders, thoueh
claiming to be ln‘\':ﬂ: were timid to the degree of moral 1"1";1\2
ardice, a few citizens of Louisville, unknown to the political
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STATUS OF KENTUCKY.

avena, gave existence to an organization that doubtless deter-
mined the status of Kentucky. This organization was called
the ¢ Union Club.”

Previous to the 17th of May, the Union men of Kentucky
had no such organization as could determine their numerical
strength and consolidate their power. The ¢ Citizens and
Working Men’s Association ” had triumphed in the election
of J. M. Delph, as mayor of Louisville. This association
claimed to be, par excellence, the Union party of Louisville. It
demanded fidelity to the Union at the expense of former party

affiliations, and on this simple issue, unaided by a single jour-

nal of the city, carried the municipal election. The adminis-
tration of the city government, conducted under circumstances
which demanded great prudence and firmness, demonstrated
T]Ji.‘ ‘\\'-l.‘"li'lll 'r|' Hill.ﬂ’ \\'h-ir‘i‘ vOotes Er]:lt"--l] ‘\i! ”v‘]'l: i]l t'lﬂ"li,'.t‘..
This organization, however, had not sufficient compactness for
a revolutionary period. The rebels in Kentucky and through-
out the entire South were most thoroughly organized, in an-
ticipation of the necessity of overriding majorities. The no-
torious Bickley, at the head of the ¢ Knights of the Golden
Circle,” was at this period drilling squads in the streets of
Louisville. Outspoken loyalists were threatened with assas-
sination. Under the pressure of such circumstances, G. A.
Fall ¢ ¢ Hull R, E-Hull, J. P. Hull, R: L. Post, €. Z:
Webster, H. G. 8. ‘\\']I-I]Iil]'.'_ Thos. A. Morgan, W. B. Hegan,

I H H.-.:‘-';:||q Ifu‘.n-i‘i' _-\"\".1]‘.4, ;I'!|t| a tew H'l]li'.".", on l!ll‘ ETE]I 'l'.l_\'

of May, 1861, organized this ¢ Union Club.” The members

were solemnly sworn to unconditional loyalty. The ritual
was mainly compiled from the grand declarations of Washing-
ton. Webster, and (._'-]:1_\'. [1 w.m]wc']:’l“_\' enforced the ll:ill‘iuiia‘
affirmation of the latter: ¢ If Kentucky to-morrow unfurls the
banmer of resistance, I never will ficht under that banner. 1
owe a paramount allegiance to the whole Union ; a subordi-
nate one to my own state” With such declarations, as
expressive of its purpose and patriotism, this organization
was meet for the times. Secret associations are the concomi-
tants of modern revolutions, powerful for good or evil, in ac-
cordance with the principles they embody and the ends they

subserve. This one was potent, if not decisive, in saving Ken-
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6 STATUS OF KENTUCKY.

tucky from secession. It soon diffused itself throughout the
state, reaching the legislature with its influence, and on the 1st

of July, the day for a special congressional election, it gave a “T
hundred thousand loyal votes. During the months of July i:
and August the development and expression of loyalty was so .
marked, that the secessionists despaired of the withdrawal of 1o
the state, except through an appeal to arms. The election St
held early in August demonstrated that a large majority of :"“
the [H'EJIIIL‘. ol N{'lli'lirl{_\' were opp wed to secession. This fact 'LI:
ll.llll 1ot :'|1-1(=l' .]n]l!l (.1. nl'i‘l'[\'illl'ml*_'ji' H'II':! ]:ir: 1'I'||I]IL'L_'I'.-: .IH Lreason
from efforts to force the state from the Union. Not being tu
ready for the execution of the war measures which they were Tl
planning, they called themselves the Peace party. Though ;1'
they held the doetrine of state-rights, they declined acquies- |J:
cence in the declared purpose of the state to remain in the G
Union. and while elamoring for peace, they secretly arranged of
with the so-called Confederate government to supply them
with arms, and extend its military jurisdiction over the state. \_r"
—_There was no []|:1l[\l_'j]|! of submission to the overw III'IEHIIH_'._" mb- :1,
lic sentiment which had been repeatedly expressed through iy
the previous elections. These traitors assumed that the Na-
tional government was broken up; that the Confederate gov-
ernment had attained lawful existence, and that Kentucky,
whether the majority of her people were willing or unwilling,
belonged to the Confederate government. {
St
I
- - 3 Wasnmvarox, April 15, 1861. :UI;
To his Excellency, Beriah Magofin :
Call made on you by 1{_’-_“1;11{5 mail for four regiments of militia for i
immediate service. o
SIMON CAMERON, e
Seeretary of War. str
Execvrive Orrice, Fraxgrort, April 15, 1861. 2
; | : U

r'r‘.l ||r|lrf..'.ll .i.r_a.,l.-..-..u I'_'-;,l;;..r.._r,-l .\_|'-'- ferat of HI—.-.'."I E_..'_-'_"'

Y 0 ..';r_ Tlon r‘.'.'-'_.: .
e, In answer [ say f--,-”__,-._a',--.r.'-'-~-rr"-'fu'_ that Ken-

Your dispatch is receivi \
tucky will furnish no troops for the wicked purpose of subduing her sis-
ter Southern States.

B, MAGOFFIN,

Governor of Kenlueky.
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STATUS OF KENTUCKY. 7/

PROCLAMATION OF GOV. MAGOFFIN, APRIL 24.

Recent events are of so startling a character as to render it impera-
tively necessary, that the legislature of Kentucky be again convened in
extraordinary session. It is now apparent that the most energetic meas-
ures are being resorted to by the government at Washington to pros-
ecute a war upon an extended scale with the seceded states, Already
large sums of money and supplies of men are being raised in the Northern
States for that purpose. The tread of armies is the response which is
being made to the measures of pacification which are being discussed
before our people; whilst up to this moment we are comparatively in a
defenseless attitude.

Whatever else should be done, it is, in my judgment, the duty of Ken-
tucky, without delay, to place herself in a complete position for defense.
The causes for apprchension are now certainly grave enough to impel
every Kentuckian to demand that this be done, and to require of the
legislature of the state such additional action as may be necessary for
the general welfare. To this end I now call upon the members of the
General Assembly to convene at the capitol in Frankfort, on the 6th day
of May, 1861.

In testimony whereof, I, Beriah Magoffin, governor of the Common-
wealth of Kentucky, have hereunto subseribed my name, and caused the
seal of the commonwealth to be affixed. Done at the city of Frankfort,
the 24th day of April, 1861, and in the sixty-ninth year of the common-
wealth,

By the Governor: B. MAGOFFIN.

Tros. B. MoxroE, Secretary of State.

By Jas. W. TarE, Assistant Secretary.

ACTION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, MAY 16.

Considering the deplorable condition of the country, and for which the

State of Kentucky is in no way responsible, and looking to the best
means of preserving the internal peace, and securing the lives, liberty,
and property of the citizens of the state, therefore—

this state, and the citizens thereof.

should take no part in the civil war
now waged, except as mediators and friends to the belligerent parties ;
and that Kentucky should, during the contest, occupy the position of
strict neutrality.

Resolved further, That the act of the governor in refusing to furnish
troops or military force, upon the ecall of the executive authority of the
United States, under existing circumstances, is approved.
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CHAPTER TI.
INTERNAL MILITARY AFFAIRS OF KENTUCKY.

Tug history of military affairs in Kentucky during the year
1861 can not be complete, even in outline, without adequate
mention of the ¢ State Guard” and « Home Guard.”

The prominent disunionists in Kentucky doubtless knew,
1n|t|_*_" 1|Lj~i't|[“u:- .H m'_:l-:[t'l'n;l[_‘ I';a;lL |,]l{_' ]_ll‘t.‘r-‘ﬂl.i..'lI[.I:Li L'll'|'|:|'.1ll Eli" If;\i‘}“
would either give national sway to their radical views of state
sovereignty, or furnish the pretext for the dissolution of the
Union. Men of the state-rights school in the Gulf States
could not entertain strong assurance of their independence
without the co-operation of the border slave-holding states.
Their alliance in the event of war, and their support in the
event of Fu,-:u‘i-.'llniw secession; were 1'L:|2_'11]'<11'I[ a8 conditions of
suceess.  And as the latter states would be the first to suffer
the consequences of .-11--.'L':~.~:i:|f1,_ if r*l't'l,-as.ltlzl_ .*-'h“]'-'l] ]'l_'?lllli' n

war, 1t was a matter of ;‘E'lf:d moment to the gecessionists 1n

Kenfucky, as well as those farther south, that there should be
a military force on the border, ready for war. For this pur-
pose, doubtless, the organization of the militia of Kentucky
was effected.  This object was so digguised that men the far-
thest I'l'IHH'-.""l from t'|.|.-i':ln_\':l.11‘\' I'H—lr]_lt'l';th,'ll hl L]It' Ililr-r-':llg't*ul'l
a law authorizing an army in Kentucky of compactness and

numbers equal to gome of the standing armies of Kurope.

The act of the legislature which gave existence to the “State
Guard,” became a law by approval of the governor, March
5, 1860, It was drafted mainly by S. B. Buckner, and gave
:_"I'l'ill |ua\\'('r' to those who had l"ll'IL-I‘ :'Iﬂll]]lillllt of illa' 'II'IJIJ[Jr-'
organized in conformity to its elaborate provisions. The eiti-
zens capable of bearing arms were divided into three classes,
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MILITARY AFFAIRS OF KENTUCKY. 9

designated “The Militia of Reserve,” “The Enrolled Militia,”
and ¢ The Aective, or Volunteer Militia.”

The militia of reserve consisted of white persons, resident
in the state, less than eighteen years of age, and more than

‘

forty-five, and of all persons exempt by law from enrollment
and military service, and not members of the “Aective Militia.”
In extreme danger the reserve militia could be called to active
service.

The enrolled militia consisted of all able-bodied white male

persons between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, who were

citizens or residents of the state, except persons who had

served five years in the army or navy of the United States,
persons who were members of the active volunteer militia, and
those exempted from military service by the laws of the United
States or the State of Kent ucky.

The volunteer militia, or state guard, were organized into
companies, battalions, brigades, divisions, and army corps, with
uniforms and equipments complete. Most of the independent
military companies of the state became component parts of
the state guard upon its organization. Provision was made
for the election of one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, and as
many majors as necessary in each county. General officers
were to be ]|1iliii;:]il-t| in 1-r'lr[|rr|'[itilt to the extent :1!‘1f|nrr|"_:';1i:—
ization. The inspector-general of the state, under the oov-
ernor, was commander-in-chief of the volunteer militia. with

1]“' 1‘:l||]\' HI. lu:l<il-E'~Ig'".‘lli'l';£|. \‘.'1-;l|‘.I]I.:'. \\']|:-|| Oon 1!;“"\'_ [:|._- r1[1_'|i'.pi'||1

of a Eit'iil-'E]:‘.ILI-;‘L-Ilvl';l!. "1‘ 11s officer ]1:[4! }mn-.-[' to disband an
will such 1‘4|i1||.\:lllix-:~'r or |.'ll';_"u-J‘ HI'IU':I]IE?..'H](JH:-%_. as |..'l-|!k'f.l to con-

form to the law or his view of military ]1t'c=ir1‘it:i\'. Thus,

I]H'HH_:'!l the 1‘1‘u‘il| subordination of Uj]i!_'t'l':*: from the ]I-llf_f 1886
to the lowest, there was a concentration of power in the com-
mander-in-chief unusual in a free state during actual war.

At first, lrt".'\'mtl| the election and :!f»]millilm'n‘. of officers of
high rank, political influence did not palpably rule in the or-
ganization of the state guard. 8. B. Buckner was appointed
inspector-general, and Thomas L. Crittenden elected brigadier-
general. In the end, many of the officers joined the Confed-
erate army, while many became commanders in the United

otates service. The prominent Union men of Kentucky give
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10 MILITARY AFFAIRS OF KENTUCKY.

concurrent testimony to the fact that it was the original design
of the anthors of the “Act for the better organization of the
Kentucky militia,” to use the forces authorized by its pro-
visions to precipitate the state from the Union. It 18 certain
that the encampments, discipline, and general conduct of the
state guard were adapted to prepare a force for revolutionary
surprise.  The history of the commander-in-chief warrants
the belief that it was his intention, when the foreshadows of
war were plainly visible, to use his command to force Ken-
tucky out of the Union, if possible, and in the event of failure
in this, to transfer it to the rebel army. When the issue came,
the scheme failed in its main purpose, and almost entirely in
its contingent one. A prominent cause of failure was the in-
ability of Governor Magoffin and his inspector-general to
provide arms for such a military establishment as their pur-
poses demanded. The legislature refused adequate appropri-
ations, and such arms as they desired could not be purchased.
Hence, the “armed neutrality ” of Kentucky consisted more
in assumption than in actunal military strength. Strenuous
t'll'ﬂl'['h‘, however. to secure arms were made. Governor M:l—
goffin, soon after the fall of Sumter, aceredited DBuckner to
the North and Dr. Blackburn to the South for their purchase.

Colonel Prentiss, at Cairo, engaged the attention of Buck-
ner in a direction opposite to that of his mission, but Dr.
Blackburn brought arms from the extreme South, so nearly
worthless as, in his own language, to be ¢suitable for neu-
trals,” If, Llr\\'u‘\'s']‘, Dr. Blackburn did not E11|]'1-||;|.'~u- lt_-_'cn.ul
guns for his rebel friends in Kentucky, he revealed their inten-

tions in a speech in New Orleans. IHaving been called to the
rostrum upon the arrival of a military company from Ken-
1E1+'|{I\'. ”]1' lilu'lcll' ]Iilllll\' k:!w];'u'i] ]'ji-' gtate to !'|||- ['-_'-]u-ﬂ]un_

For some time after war was threatened. 1t was deemed de-

1t

sirable that the loyal men in the state gnard should remain,

when the time came for loyal organization it was at first found

to be diffienlt for them to withdraw. Later. the requirement

by the legislature of a new oath afforded easy means of with-
drawal, a8 discretion was allowed. Thereafter, the state guard
was known to be acting in the interests of the rebellion.

Another military organization, though of less imposing
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MILITARY AFFAIRS OF KENTUCKY. 11

form, exerted more power in the struggle in Kentucky than
the state guard. This was the home guard. Im[m:\md
loosely organized military unnpfuuu called “Home Guards,”
sprang into existence in the city of Louisville and other places,
when first the clond of war began to gather blackness. Their
avowed object was home defense. Those comprising them
represented the parties contending for supremac y 1n the state,
with a predominance of the loyal element.

The ¢ IHome Guard” proper was originally organized by
authority of an ordinance enacted by the general council of
the city of Louisville, and was subsequently extended to other
]'ma'linllu of E]Li‘ state. The ordinance ap Fr]l:\ul! [|\ M: ayor
Delph, May 25th, was nominally based upon a vague provision
of the city charter. The imminence of revolution. rather than
the charte r, induced the city anthorities to provide for the for-
mation of the “ Home Guard.” The ordinance made provis-
ion for a ]u'|_;':uh_a of two regiments, with the necessary field
and stafl’ officers. The members were required to take the
oath prescribed for other city officers, and were further ro-
quired to swear that they would obey all orders of officers
legally placed over them. The mayor was the commander-in-
L-]m‘ W iT.'il power to appoint a brigadier-general and other of-
ficers. TLovell H. Rousseau was first ap pointed as brigadier-
general. He soon became an officer in the United States
service, and James Speed succeeded him in command. The
home guard was soon filled to its maximum stre meth., The
Marion Rifles, alre ady favorably mentioned as a portion of the
state guard, found congeni: l] associations in this loyal organi-
zation. The opposition to it by the state gus wrd and seces-
sionists generally was open, l'* rsistent, and menacing. - Buck-
ner, the commander of the state gtm.r{l! formally called on
Greneral Speed and threatened bloodshed. But Speed and his
brigade were too much in earnest, too patriotic and brave, to
give heed to private or official ‘fl]]i".tl*- Arms were obtained
from the general government through Lieutenant W. Nelson,
of the navy, and ammunition from Governor Morton. of " Im-
diana.

During the winter and spring, Lieutenant Nelson, a native
of Kentucky, had repeatedly visited the state. Iis purpose
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12 MILITARY AFFAIRS OF KENTUCKY.

was to ascertain the undercurrents of sentiment and the
probable action of prominent men should the government be
forced, in the prosecution of the war, to disregard, directly or
indirectly, the neutrality of Kentucky. He reached the con-
clusion, in mingling with all classes, that the Union sentiment
needed the support of bayonets. He learned that such sup-
port of the Southern cause was meditated, and believing that
prompt action would prevent the secession of Kentucky, he told
President Lincoln that he must furnish the loyal men with
arms, or, in the end, fight for the restoration of the state to
the 'l‘ni-nn. Tl]u ]’l't".ﬂiilt_‘l'lf' 1!tf|'l‘tl. upon this Hllu‘ll_['t‘ﬁillr_JH. and

made Tieutenant Nelson the agent for the transmission of arms
to Kentucky. Ten thousand guns were placed at his disposal,
and money farnished to pay for their transportation, Lieuten-
ant Nelson went to Kentucky in advance of his guns, and
arranged with Joshua F. Speed, of Louisville, for a secret
meeting of prominent Union men af Frankfort. This meet-
ine oceurred in the latter part of Apri
T. T. Crittenden. Garret Davis, James Harlan, Joshua F. Speed,
James Speed, Charles A Wickliffe, Thornton F. Marshal
Ticutenant Nelson, and four others. Men were designated

.and was attended by

who could be safely intrusted with the disposition of arms.
Nelson's ouns reached I{t'lﬂ'lh']{'\' soon after the formation
of the home guard of the city of Louisville. The regiments
of the city, and all companies of fifty men, in the northern,
central, and eastern portions of the state, were supplied by
Licutenant Nelson, upon the order of Joshua I. Speed, who
had been designated by President Lincoln for this duty.
Thus armed, the home guard confronted the state guard,
and defeated the schemes of the secessionists in 1‘n-_-||L_u-1 to
Kentucky. Encampments of the state guard were ordered
subsequently, and its companies and battalions were drilled,
but all to no purpose. Armed Union men were soon in the
ascendant, and “armed neutrality” waned in proportion to
the number of guns in their hands. Collisions wers threat-
ened. but fortunat “1." for the secessronists, they never oceurred,
as the parades of the two organizations revealed the superi-
ority of the home guard. The magazine containing the
ammunition belonging to the state, was under the control of
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MILITARY AFFAIRS OF KENTUCKY. 13

Buckner, but Mayor Delph boldly demanded the keys, and
overaw vrl by the strength of the mayor’s comm: and, Buckner
reluctantly surrendered them. Subse qmm]\ the state guard
was despoiled of their arms by the mayor’s order, and as fugi-
tives they drifted to the Southern army,
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ORGANIZATION OF UNITED STATES TROOPS IN EKENTUCKY. {

- vie

Duriya the excitement which immediately succeeded the G
inanguration of war at Charleston, it was unsafe in Louisville chi
and other parts of the state to utter Union sentiments ; much the
greater danger was incident to an avowal of purpose to enlist (
trox ps for the United States service, Still there were men bold try
enough to do this, despite threats of assassination. Immedi- Co:
ately after the President’s call for troops, James V. Guthrie, a Gu
resident of Covington, Ky., and W. E Woodruff, major up
commanding the battalion of Marion Rifles of Louisville, it A
offered their services to the President, and asked anthority to tha
raise two regiments, as a part of the quota of their state. the
The authority was given on the 23d of April. Their camp it W
was established on the north bank of the Ohio river, just que
above Cincinnati, and was designated “ Camp Clay.” On the by 1

6th day of May, two full regiments of three months’ men
were mustered into the serviece of the United ?"1:11t'.-', as the

1st and 2d regiments of Kentucky Volunteer Infantry—the )
former under the command of Colonel Guthrie. the latter to 11
under Colonel Woodrnff. Though thus styled, the majority listi
of the enlisted men were from Ohio. autlh
Colonels Guthrie and Woodruff at onece concluded that Ron
men enlisted for the short period of three monthis would be very
of little value in a war that already promised protraction, and had
sought and obtained permission to reorganize their regiments state
for three years’ service, or during the war, The length of the Greng
proposed term deterred many from re-enlisting. \".1-1'_\' many tralit
of those who refused to re-enlist were from Ohio, and in the he sl
reorganization of the regiments, recruits were drawn from of tr
(14) R
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ORGANIZATION OF TROOPS IN KENTUCKY. 15

Kentucky. Colonel Woodruff and his officers,
openly reeruited in Louisville and other
and soon refilled their regiment.

in full uniform,
parts of Kentue ky,

Their action induced dentun.-
ciation and threats. Reeruit ing for the Southern army in the

state had been open and demonstrative. It had not
usual to see the Confederate flag flying above

]nu ‘11 1111~
men on the
march for the South, as the enemies of {* their country, but {
enlist for loyal service was regarded as an invasion of ||--11t~

Colonel Woodruff’s re giment was remustered into the ser-
vice of the TUnited States on the 9th of June, Colonel
Guthrie’s on the cl.-l_\' i'-lflun'i[[w. each with de signation un-
changed. As Kentuel ky had not lurn-lnwmi these regime nts,
they were armed and equipped by the authorities of Ohio.

On the 9th of July, the First and Second I\ran ucky ln an-
try, as a portion of the brigade of Brigadier-General T, D.
Cox, embarked on steamers for Western -\—II"""IPI.IL (Colonel
Guthrie went up the Kanawha, and C olonel Woodruff passed
up the Ohio to Guyandotte. The river was at a low stage, and
1t was frequently necessary for the regiment to disembark,
I]J:!l l]u' steamer lllig‘fll" Pass 'E']Jt' ]::t]‘s. -\r\'hi,'lli.‘\'{'!‘ ]n':lf.‘.l'li'.'lli]t',
the landing was made on the Ohio side, but in one instance
it was 1r|IIJIH:'~.'i”|!L' to avoid the 'I{t-]m]:-]{\‘ shore. As a conse-
quence, the neutrality of the state was first form: lly violated,
by her own sons mare hing under the national fla o on her soil.
After eflicient service in Western Virginia, rh.-.--v eoiments
were |I'[ill-‘;J'.'l‘]'-i‘[-] in -T"II.II'I]"«.' 1862, to the > Army of the Ohio.

Early in June, Lovell H. Rousseau re paired to Washington,
to impress the national authorities with the necessity of en-
][rifi”\:: troops for the United States army, and to request
authority to raise one or more regiments in Kentncky.
Roussean, as senator in the legislature of Kentucky, had been
very bold in u]-pewillg;‘ the plans of his disloyal compeers, and
had been remarkably earnest in urging the committal of the
state to the support of the general government., He. with
General J. T. Boyle and a few others. had opposed the neu-
trality policy from its first mention. It was fitting then, that
he should he amongst the first to propose the organization
of troops in Kentucky.

Rousseau was appointed colonel, and invested with anthor-
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16 ORGANIZATION OF TROOPS IN KENTUCKY.

ity to raise two regiments; but the location of his camp was
to be determined by a few of the most prominent Union men
of Kentucky.

Upon Rousseau’s return from Washington, General James
Speed, in compliance with instructions from President Lin-
coln. called a meeting at Louisville, to determine the location
of Rousseaw’s camp. Hon. James Guthrie was chairman of
the meeting. There were present, in addition, Garret Davis,
C. D. Pennabaker, Samuel Gill, James Speed, . . Speed,
Samuel Lusk, J. T. Boyle, Morgan Vance, T. E. Bramlette,
B. Graves, A. B. Hobson, .J. H. Ward, James Harlan, Col-
onels Hawking, Dudley, and Rousseau. Of these, James
Speed, Vance, Ward. and Rousseau were in favor of estab-
lishing the camp in Kentucky:. The majority, fearing that
this step would affect unfavorably the congressional election,
appointed for the first of July, urged its location in Indiana.
Accordingly, ¢ Camp Joe Holt™ was established on the north
bank of the Ohio river, between Jeffersonville and New
_\ll.;:m‘\'_ I]|.]I||JL-[||-|':1 E’.\'_ the same i_'llliﬁilll'l':t?ii'!l. [ientenant
Nelson had previously commenced the enrollment of troops
in central Kentucky without an encampment, and his action
was recarded as a judicious precedent, in view of the para-
mount importance of electing Union men to Congress.

Tis eamp having been established. Colonel Rousseau, with
the aid of his officers and a few friends of earnest loyalty,
but in the face of menacing persistent opposition, soon re-
ernited the “Kentueky Legion™ (afterward the Fifth Kentucky
Infantry), “ Stone’s Battery,” and several companies of infan-
try and calvary, which subsequently became the initial ele-
ments of the “Sixth Kentucky Infantry” and the Second
Kentucky Cavalry.

“ Camp Dick Robinson,” sitnated between Danville and
Lexington, Ky., was established by Lieutenant Nelson, on the
2d day of July, 1861. The officers of four regiments had
previously been appointed, and nearly two thousand men had
been very '|'1]"l!_\' recruited. These went .!]!I]'I'lt'il.l:lh']_\' into
camp to the amazement of rebels, ¢ constitutional union men,”
and “neutrals.” The rebels threatened in vaing timid Union

men expostulated with Nelson and his prominent associate
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ORGANIZATION OF TROOPS IN KENTUCKY. 17

officers, on the ground that the camp was irritating the people,
and sent a delegation to Washington to request President
Lincoln to remove the camp from the state. Governor
Magoffin officially demanded its removal in order to prevent
civil war. The President refused compliance on the ground
that the troops were Kentuckians, and were not menacing
their fellow-citizens. The camp was therefore maintained and
fortified. The first four regiments organized at. this camp
were the Third, Fourth, and Seventh regiments of infantry,
and the First Kentucky Cavalry, commanded respectively
by Colonels T. E. Bramlette, Speed 8. Fry, T. T. Garrard, and
Frank Wolford.

CommonweaLte oF Kextvoky, Exeovrive DEPARTMENT,
Fraxgrort, August 19, 1861,
To his Excellency, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States
Sir:—From the commencement of the unhappy hostilities now pend-
ing in this country, the people of Kentucky have indicated an earnest
desire and purpose, as far as lay in their power, while maintaining their
original political status, to do nothing by which to involve themselves in

war Up to this time they have succeeded in securing fo themselves

and to the state, peace and H':I!II'E"lE]]JI:_‘.' as the fruits of the ]fl-“-."-. 1]1
adopted. My single object now is to promote the continuance of these
i_ljr'?-\:l”.'_"f': to the lll"-"l]-ll' of’ this state.

Until within a brief period the ;u‘t-]n]i- of Kentucky were el'!ic-l and
tranquil, free from domestic strife, and undisturbed by internal commo-

tion. They have resisted no law, rebelled against no authority, engaced

in no revolution, but constantly proclaimed their firm detetmination to

pursue their peaceful avocations, earnestly I:--!-ihll:_' that their awn so1l

would be sparecd the presence of armed troops, and that the scene of

t"'.'||i_-‘l'| ‘-'~"|='.|1'] ba _\ZI'.:-I !'-"_.'I-I‘.-=l ]'l"'.-=I|11 the -I-III~]--'_'i-." [||--;:':-‘.;|[-- ii"

¥

thus avoiding all occasions for the introduction of bodies of armed sol-
diers, and offering no provocation for the presence of military foree, the

people of Kentucky have sincerely striven to preserve in their state do-

mestic peace, and avert the calamities of sanguinary engagements
Recently a large body of soldiers have been enlisted in the United
states army, and collected in military camps in the central portion of
.Ht'lllllt'k}'. This movement was | receded i-_'-.' the active organization of
companies, regiments, ete., consisting of men sworn into the 1 nitec
St

ates service under officers holding commissions from vourself (Orcl-

nance. f

ms, munitions, and supplies of war are being transported into
the state, and placed in large quantities in these camps. In a word, an
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18 ORGANIZATION OF TROOPS IN KENTUCKY.

army is now being organized and quartered within the state, supplied Ton
with all the ap pi|.|t|r ez of war, without the consent or advice of the au- the
1I|r-1"1|- .« of the state and without consultation w ith those most promi- i
nenily known as loyal citizens. This movement now imperils that peace for
and r'.-.-uullll]lh which, from' the Im'mmn-' of our pending difficulties, i
have been the paramount desire of this people, and which, up to this Bl
time, they have so secured to the state. ma

Within Kentucky there has been, and is likely, to be no oceasion for the il
pre esence of military force. The people are quiet and tranquil, feeling no !
apprehension of any oce: \sion arising to invoke protection from the Fed- tlie
eral avmy. They have asked that their territory be left free from mil- an
itary occupation, and the present tr anquillity of their communication left tio
unir vaded by soldiers, They do not desire that Kentucky shall be re- Ur

rlll:lrl't] to supply the battle-field for the contending armies, or become the
theater of war.

Now. therefore, as governor of the State of Kentucky, and in the
name of the people, I have the honor to represent and with the single
and earnest desire to avert from their peac woful homes the horrors of
war, T urge the removal from the limits of Kentuc ky of the military fore
now organized and in camp within the state. If such action as is hereby
urged, be i1|'<llj|[=t|\' taken, I firmly believe the peace of the ]---ululn- of
Kentucky will be preserved, and the horrors of a bloody war will
averted from a people now peaceful and tranquil.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B, MAGOFFIN.

REPLY OF THE PRESIDENT,

WASHINGTON

To his Excellency, B. Magoffin, Governor of the S ST
Qi —Your letter of the 19th inst., in which you urge the removal from

qust :f-[. 1861.

]

 limits of Kentucky of the military force now organized and in camp
within that state, is received. I may not possess full and accurate knowl-
edge of this subject, but I believe it is true that there is a military force
in camp within Kentucky, acting by authority of the United States,

which force is not very large, and is not now being augmented.

[ also believe that some arms have been furnished to this force by the
United States. I also believe this force consists exclusively of Kentuck-
ians, having their camp in the immediate vicinity of their own homes,
and not assailing or menacing any of the good people of Kentucky

[n all T have done in the premises, I have acted upon the urgent svlici-
tation of many Kentuckians, and in accordance with what I believed,
and still believe, to be the wish of a majority of all the Union-loving peo-
ple of Kentucky.

While I have conversed on this subject with many eminent men of
Kentucky, including a large majority of her members of Congress, I do not

remember that ANy one of them, or any ot her person, except your excel-
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ORGANIZATION OF TROOPS IN KENTUCKY,. 19

];-11:'_\' and the bearer of your t:}in‘r'”l'tlt'l‘.'1r= letter, has llj'i:__fc-nl me to remove
the military force from Kentucky or to dishand it. One other very
worthy citizen of Kentucky did solicit me to have the augmenting of the
force suspended for a time.

Taking all the means within my reach to form a judement, T do not
believe 1t is the ]-II].-LI:I:H‘ wish of ]\’1,'“{111'3{_‘( that this force shall bhe re-
moved beyond her limits; and with this impression, I must respectfully
Cl"l']

[ most cordially sympathize with your excellency in the wish to preserve

18 1O 80 I'elmnove 1[

t] qace of my own native state, lentucky. It is with regret I search
and can not find in your not very short letter, any declaration or intima-
tion that you entertain any desire for the preservation of the Federal
Union.
Your obedient servant,
A, LINCOLN,

sipiadstibiilalinias
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CHAPTER IV.

COMMAND OF GENERAL ANDERSON.

Tux foregoing topical presentation of affairs, civil and mili-
tary, in Kentucky, has been made, that explanatory digressions
|:Li':1‘1ll| be avoided, and that the narrative might proceed with
l,".'il'll|.‘*‘ as far as practicable, in their exact chronological order
and ||.-_:'ii‘.'li connection.,

On the 28th day of May, 1861, that portion of Kentucky,
extending one hundred miles south of the Ohio river, was con-
stituted a military department, designated as the * Department
of Kentucky,” with DBrigadier-General Robert Anderson as
commander. As the national authorities, at this period, were
dealing very gently with Kentucky, General Anderson’s head-
quarters were established at Cincinnati, Ohio. During the
months of June, July, and August, his command of this de-
partment was only a nominal one. He did not directly inter-

fere with the movements of loyal men or secessionists. Colonel
Prentiss, of another command, as i_':JJ'l_\' as the 5th of June,
L::-I ]ll'll!\'l'l! Il]r HI [.1-1|1'|1'l-||c-]‘.'i=l: 1';1!|j]| I']\‘t" llii]l'ré i!||:ril'1 i.1‘4=.1u
Cairo. Dut otherwise, Kentucky, though claiming neutrality,
but l||1n|li:"1.'|||.\' furnishing troops for ]n:‘.':zi and disloyal service,
was allowed the untrammeled management of her own affairs.
Roussean and Nelson were ~'|_|]'H|['lE|l'__" i'l'r..ulilri for the United

piates army, not ~'.I'.";t-i]“.' ::-""'.I'I‘ll.lll_:: Lo ]II'L'ﬁ\']'.I]rl*il forms, but as
best they counld, improvising what was not supplied by gov-
ernment, and forcing success in the midst of formidable diffi-
culties. '

During this period of Kentucky’s neutrality, collisions and
bloodshed were anticipated by all parties. A conflict was es-
pecially imminent at Louisville on the 22d of July, the day
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COMMAND OF GENERAL ANDERSON. 21

following the defeat of General McDowell at Bull Run, as then
the secessionists of the city, under the leadership of the noto-
rious Tompkins, local chief of the “Knights of the Golden
Cirele,” plainly indicated their purpose to control the city or
hazard a conflict. As, however, in olden time it often occurred
that great armies accepted the issues of dualistic contests be-
tween leaders or champions, so in Louisville, the killing of
Tompkins by G. A. Green, a loyal policeman, Hl-c-nl'lnj_-'l:\' at
least, arrested the preparations for a general struggle. The
excitement consequent upon this event revealed such a host of
loyal men in the city, that secessionists were intimidated in
the midst of their exultation over their victory in Virginia.

The month of August was the crisis. The plans of the se-
cessionists were fully matured at a meeting in Scott connty, on
the 17th of August. The governor’s protest against Camp
Dick Robinson was one feature of it, and its purpose doubtless
was to remove all the national troops from Kentucky, that
with the help of Confederate soldiers from Tennessee, the se-
cessionists might commit the state to the rebellion. This hav-
ing failed, their next efforts were to embarrass the orcanization
of national troops, and secrefly organize themselves to co-
operate with external forces to compel Kentucky to take her
proper place amongst her ¢ sister Southern States.”

The soldiers at Camp Dick Robinson were without arms,
except ordinary rifles and shot-guns, and it was a difficult and
delicate matter to secure a supply. The government, at the
request of Lieutenant Nelson, now acting brigadier-general,
had sent six thousand muskets, one hundred thousand rounds
of ammunition, and a quantity of powder and lead had been
shipped to Cincinnati. The secessionists knew of this and
were determined to prevent their transmission to Camp Dick
Robinson.

The munitions were first put on the cars at Covington, Ken-
tucky, and sent toward Lexington. The train was stopped
in Iarrison County by a band of armed men and compelled
to return to Cincinnati, and the prineipal stockholder of the
road was notified that it would be destroyed if it was unsed to
transport arms into Kentucky. The arms and ammunition
were next shipped on a steamboat for the Kentucky river, to
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29 COMMAND OF GENERAL ANDERSON.

i

be delivered at Hickman’s }}l'illl'_i't.: near the camp. The steamer ur
was stopped in Owen county and foreed to return. They were L
then shipped to Louisville, and thence by a speeial train to s
Texineton. General Nelson having been advised of their ]
_1-]1}!;mlu_-||:-. by telegraph, sent Colonel Thomas E. Bramlette to ot
Lexineton, with instructions to send them by railroad to Nich- m:
||[E|='\"':|. e, whence they were to be hauled to camp in wagons on
guarded by a squadron of Colonel Wolford’s cavalry, under no
Lieutenant-Colonel Letcher. When near Lexington, Colonel th
Bramlette, having learned from Captain Dobyns and Lieu- int
tenant Wheat, that great excitement was prevailing in the 101
town in I’t"l';i'ill'll to the arms, and that the secessionists were las
preparing to seize them, and had so alarmed the officials i
of the road as to prevent their farther transportation by
rail, directed the captain and lientenant to proceed to Nich- en
olasville and order up the transportation and cavalry with all of
possible speed. On reaching Lexington, he found that Dr. th
Ethelbert l}llllw_\‘. afterward colonel in the national army, ox
who had a company oL ”IIIJH_‘ ":H:]IW].%." had made arrangc- Wi
ments for the prompt assembling of his men should the seces- hr
sionists attempt to seize the arms. Upon the arrival of the 1l
f':|'»';|||‘j'. this class became iIL|!'!I-4'_'}.\' exeited and rallied under lin
the leadership of J. C. Breckinridge, who threatened to drive of
the “ Lincoln !Iil'l.'].ll'il',:':in Tom the town. .-fuh]] H. -\'I.”l'.u‘-'”i 8- a
sembled at the armory the ¢ State Guards” under his com- ’
mand, to assist -]’:]‘i'l']\"lllr'.[rl_l,j't' in his work of treason. Mes- ‘EII.L
sengers were sent requesfing Colonel Bramlette to withdraw Pe
his troops from the town to avoid bloodshed, promising that '
Breckinridge would then use his influence to have the arms K
pass unmolested. Colonel Bramlette t'c'!u}is-4| “that he would the
not depart without the arms and munitions. and that if armed 810
rebels appeared upon the street, blood would be shed. and he Br
would not leave a living secessionist in Lexington.” He then tw
loaded the arms and munitions, and took them to (_1:|[|||J Dick fay
Robinson without further molestation. thi
On the 15th of August, General Anderson’s command was of
extended so as to embrace the States of Kentucky and Ten- St
nessee, under the title of the Department tl|.”||"('Ii\ltllji‘l"!.'lilti i to
his headquarters, however, were not removed from Cincinnati tlie
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COMMAND OF GENERAL ANDERSON. 23

until the 1st of 51_'1:1t-]11];t'l', when t’lll.'l',' were established in
Louisville. DBy this time it was plainly manifest that even the
nominal neutrality of Kentucky could be maintained no longer.
The leading secessionists had despaired of the secession of the
state through the independent action of Kentuckians, and
many of them had joined the Confederate forces, encamped
on the northern confines of Tennessee. As these men could
1o ]-'llly‘t'l' f-l'l'_‘"illl‘l;".L' rebellion within the limits of ']{1-1”:;1-]{.\',
T]n-‘\' invited invasion as the ulsl.\' means untried to foree her
into alliance with the ( 'onfederacy, acainst the L'_\Llrl‘l‘.‘-'.‘-'('ll decis-
ion of the majority. of the people—a course which was a bur-
lesque upon their vaunted attachment to the doctrine of state-
i"l:_'lJl"r

At this time there were three Confederate generals with
encampments and organized troops near the southern boundary
of Kentucky. General Polk was on the Mississippi river, in
the northwest corner of Tennessee ; Buckner, who had recently
exchanged the uniform of a lieutenant-general, which he had
worn as inspector-general of the ¢ State Guard,” for that of a
brigadier-general in the rebel army, was at Camp Boone, sit-
nated near the Louisville and Nashville railroad within the
limits of Tennessee, and Zollicoffer was in Tennessee, south
of Barboursville, Kentucky. These generals were waiting for
a pretext to invade the state.

The initia

invasion was made by Leonidas Polk, who, hav-

ill;‘ thrown aside his ]:z.-&i.'_"]'fl:l as a minister of the ¢ ( i.;;\[u-l of

Peace,” had grasped the sword.

This quondam bishop occupied Hickman and Chalk Bluffs,
Kentucky, with his command, on the 5th of September, under
the pretext of military necessity, and on the Tth took posses-
sion of Columbus. As a counter movement, on the 6th,
Brigadier-General U. 8. Grant landed troops at Paducah, with
two gunboats in support, and was reinforced on the 7th., A
few days later, Zollicoffer occupied Cumberland Gap, and
threw a portion of his forces into Kentucky. Thus the armies
of the United States and those of the so-called Confederate
dtates were upon the soil of Kentucky, and she was compelled
to abandon her 1|t.'|l1l'.'ilil_‘\', and choose alliance with one or

the other belligerent power, or retain her position by resist-
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24 COMMAND OF GENERAL ANDERSON.

ing both. Fortunately, a loyal legislature was in session to

take action in the erisis—a legislature whose members could
not reflect the sentiments of their constituents and attempt
the maintenance of neutrality, or withhold positive allegiance
to the national government. On the 9th, General Polk, hav-
ing first obtained an official approval of his act from the Con-
foderate President, informed Governor Magoffin, that under
a military necessity he had oceupied Columbus. The governor
promptly communicated the facts to the legislature, by special
message, and the legislature, on the 12th, by a large majority
of votes, directed the governor to issue a proe
ing the Confederate troops, encamped in the state, to evacnate

amation order-

the soil of Kentueky, and refolutions were adopted asserting
the wanton violation of the peace and neutrality of Kentucky,
the invasion of her soil, and the ilti'l'.lIy!_J'{"]:U-]Ji of the i"]l;'h].ﬁ of
her ecitizens ]1_\' the so-called {ijilll:ll derate !'HJ‘I'I*:é; L"III]H*"-'\".'T.llIIE.:‘
the governor to call out the military forces of the state to

expel the invaders; invoking the United States to give such

assistance to Kentucky as was warranted by the fourth article
of the national constitution, and requesting Brigadier-General
Robert Anderson to enter upon his duties as commander of
the district embracing Kentucky, Thig action terminated
formal neutrality, and committed the state to the positive sup-
port of the national government.

This pesition of Kentucky has historie interest, from the fact

that the experiment had such issue that its repetition is not
probable. Neutrality considered as a principle, or viewed in
relation to the organie subordination of the individnal state to
the general government and the imperative requirements of
patriotism, is wholly without justification. As an expedient
even, its assumption by loyal men can not be justified or
palliated by the fact that advantages may have resulted from
R |
apparent, and to this day many of the leading loyal men of

the state, some of whom opposed the position from first to

1at Kentucky’s neutrality was not wholly evil is Very

last, helieve that the cause of the “ Union eained more than
that of the ¢ Rebellion ™ |r_‘.' the I'-lHi'\'fh'.‘l] status of Kentueloy
tor the first six months of the war. As. however. the vesults

of the early positive loyalty of the Union men of Kentucky
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COMMAND OF GENERAL ANDERSON, 25

can now be only conjectural, the consequences of their
neutrality, in comparison, can not be determined. [t is
not, however, improbable that had the loyal people pre-
cipitated action, the proximate results would have been
disastrous, as under the pressure of passion and prejudice
secession might have resulted, since the secessionists were
organized, and loyal citizens were not. At the beginning of
the war, it was evident that a large portion of the people
Kentucky were in hearty sympathy with the

and the strength of this party was scemingly

of
It-ln']!l:rll,
¥ much greater
than it really was, in consequence of their surpassing noisi-

ness. Another large class was entirely undecided. Delay

of state action gave time for reflection, for ilu-mmmu ation of
loyal men, and the deve lopment of the true issues of the war,
and threw open to the vision of the far-sichted the terribla
consequences of secession. The statesmen of Kentuc ky must
have foreseen that neutr: ity could not be maintained !!nuu--n
a protracted war, 1mn!\i|1'- the decided action of all the other
states, but in view of the apparent strength of the disloyal
and the uncertainty with regard to a loyal majority, it may
have been expedient for them to delay final action as long as
possible. Neuntrality practically was only proecrastination in
the choice of Northern or Southern alliance. The intellicent
of the whole country knew that the bombardment of Fort
umter rendered futile all farther efforts for the coneciliation
of the two great sections. The purpose of the Northern
States was not dubiously reve , that the “National F
which was lowered at Charleston should float there again, no

ao
matter how long or how bloody might be the intervening war.
And the Southern ]rt‘tlll e knew full well that their independ-
ence conli H]I].\‘ e g ained b 'y the sword.

The fame of Ke |]T|1(11\| has suffere d through her neutrality,
but still her fifty-six thousand loyal soldiers, displaying cal-
lantry and patriotism in the ereat Western battles. give war-
rant to the historian to say, with emphasis, that though the
state was tardy in the expression of loyalty, she made a good
record, especially for a slaveholding state, in a war which
overthrew the institution which commanded her inveterate
attachment. Great honor should be awarded the multitudes
in Kentucky, who, though they hesitated at the threshhold of
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26 COMMAND OF GENERAL ANDERSON,

unconditional loyalty, yet at last, true to the traditional pa- o
triotism of the state, and despite their community of material P
interests, and their social and political harmonies with the lo
revolted states, did reach that high type of loyalty, which has I
its revelation on fields of blood. Some hesitation was natural, fo
if not commendable, at a time when the final action of the state £
in the event of a general war was problematical to her wisest
statesmen, DBut most emphatic praise is due to those who, in 1
face of what seemed to be the dominant senfiment of the peo- K
ple of the state in April, boldly drew their swords for the e
maintenance ot the Union. And, in striking contrast, the se- ar
vorest condemnation should rest upon thosze who were alike a8
disloval to the nation and their own state—supporting the re- fo
hellion against the general government and fighting against i
Kentucky. )
August 15th, Brigadier-General George H. Thomas relieved W
Tieut. William Nelson as commander of Camp Dick Robin- at
son: the latter was soon after raised to the rank of brigadier- 5]
general, and assigned to duty at Maysville, Kentucky, to or- e
ganize a force to operate in the eastern portion of the state. I
The going of the former to the camp was lknown to the seces- re
gionists, and eombinations were formed to prevent it; but oy
from some cause he was not molested in the passage. Ie CO
found four partly organized Kentucky regiments, in almost 80
total destitution of quartermaster and commissary stores. oa
Directing personally the minutest details, he hurried the com- th
pletion of what Nelson had begun—the organization and equip- an
ment of the primal Kentucky brigades. Beyond his camp he [ir
was connected with matters which imposed additional respon- b
sibility and labor. The general direction of the *lHome
Guard ™ in central ]‘:"IHEII']{“.' devolved upon |1]H|1 his Prox- 17
‘HII-I|_‘-' to the c':l|li'.:t| connected him with the interests there th
focalized, and what was of greater moment, the enemy was in th
his front. Zollicoffer’s streneth and attitude were regarded as e
extremely threatening. Tlis movement had been made to ha
subserve several purposes: to prevent the escape to the national de
lines of loyal Kast Tennesseeans; to oppose an advance to th
that I‘e-\u'iwll to sucecor |_IE'I'rE| men, and eut or ]u-]i] Ilw fi'n-uuu_»_-;- T11¢
see and Virginia railroad; and with the ulterior intention of b
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co-operating with Polk and Buckner in the permanent ocecu-
pancy of Kentucky. The members of the legislature, and
loyal citizens in central Kentucky, fearing invasion and revo-
lutionary surprise, General Thomas was requested by the
formal action of the former, to send troops to Lexington for
the protection of Union men.

General Thomas soon mustered into the service four Ken-
tucky and two Tennessee regiments, and organized the First
Kentucky brigade, the first formed in the state, which was
consequently the first brigade of the Army of the Cumberland,
and its nucleus. This army had other lines of origin. But
as among the initial sources of rivers, one spring, from the
force and direction of its living current, has precedence, so has
this brigade in the organization of this army. The Third and
Fourth Kentucky Infantry and the First Kentucky Cavalry
were the first formed in the state, and the two former were
at first designated as the First and Second .I{L'IJ[HI‘]{“{ .1il|-;|i:1]'_‘}';
but when the state became officially loyal, her legislature re-
cognized the two regiments that Colonels Guthrie and Wood-
rufi. had organized in Ohio, then Bramlette’s and Fry's
regiments became the Third and Fourth. Besides, this bri-
gade has claims as the leading source, because the troops
composing it were the first to perform duty in Kentucky as
soldiers of the United States. Thus from the time of the or-
ganization of this brigade, the number of troops embraced,
their movements in the state under the national colors before
any others, and its subsequent designation as the first brigade,
first division of the army, its claims, as the nucleus, are unques-
tionable.

A second invasion was conducted by S. B. Buckner, on the
17th of September. As the commander of the state guard,
this Kentuekian and ex-officer of the United States had served
the Southern cause to the extent of his power. Just before
he entered the Confederate army he visited Washington, and
had the freedom of the city and its defenses by virtue of his
declared purpose to'be a non-combatant during the war. DBud
three weeks from the day he left Washington, having in the
meantime gone to Richmond and accepted a commission as

brigadier-general from the Confederate President, he moved
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28 COMMAND OF GENERAL ANDERSON.

from his eamp in Tennessee to capture Louisville. Rumors
of his advance had been current in Louisville for a day or q
FEven reliable information had reached General Ander- |

two. : ac
son that he meditated this movement. Dr. J. M. Bailey, late o
consul to Glasgow, and surgeon of the Twenty-sixth Kentucky ;J\r
during the w:[r, residing at the time in the vicinity of Camp ¥
Boone, learned on the 15th that an effort would be imme- *
l]i:llt'[_\‘. made for the capture of Louisville, and the day {ol- ]Ij
lowing communieated the fact to General Anderson. Buelk- h
ner planned a surprise. He doubtless knew that General An- .
derson had no organized army, and but few troops of any &
type. Anticipating assistance in Louisville, he was sanguine &
of an easy capture. He seized the morning train in passage d:
to the North, cut the telegraph wire, and started toward -
Louisville. The earliest indications of his coming were the o
delay of the train due early in the evening, and the inter- 111
ruption of telegraphic communication. These oceurrences, ~.'|l
however, were not rightly interpreted at first. A train was '
sent to relieve the one expected, on the supposition that an m
ordinary accident had detained it. As this train did not re- B2
turn, a locomotive was sent. The locomotive was seized as =
the train had been; but from the engine a fireman had es- :'1'..|
caped, who hurried to Louisville on a hand-car and made R
known what had oceurred. Invasions by railroad had not dx
this early in the war been reduced to a science, and Buckner it
having failed to anticipate the diffienlties of such an advance, 2l
where all were not friends, was suddenly arrested in his roll- e
ing march. The displacement of a rail between Bowling ;“]
Green and Elizabethtown, by Crutcher, a loyal young man, ar
caused the locomotive to leave the track, and produced a de- -
lay fatal to his success.

As soon as General Anderson received positive information to
of the advance of Buckner, he sent Brigadier-General W. T, oF
Sherman, second to himself in command, to Camp Joe Holt |'-
to order Colonel Rousseau to report with all his available '|l"]
troops, as quickly as possible, at the Nashville depot in Louis- ..Il_
ville. In the meantime, in obedience to the order of _\i'illk'f!i' i
Delph, the home guard, under command of Major A. Y. ]].1
rlﬂ]lnﬂftﬂ‘l, l?]lii‘i‘ l']lli:fi]lk‘l,.‘[' tli. I]H* 5511' ill*[l:ll‘[illt_’l]l’- |_ri" Ii]ll.' t‘iI’}', i“*t
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COMMAND OF GENERAL ANDERSON. 29

in great numbers assembled at the depot. Before midnight
their train was ready to move. As it started, the van of Rous-
sean’s command entered the depot. Rousseau soon followed,
and overtook the advance train at Shepherdsville at dawn
next morning.

General Anderson threw forward at once about three thou-
sand men, nearly all his available force. There were twelve
hundred in Rousseau’s command, the remainder were of the
home guard. Ie placed General Sherman in command,
deeming it his duty to remain in the city that he might hurry
forward the troops expected from the adjoining Northern
States. General Sherman moved very cautiously during the
darkness. He had with him in the front car Mr. Fink, super-

intendent of the railroad, and Major Johnston, that he might

be advised concerning the country, and be ready to make his
dispositions with respect to the train and troops in the event
of an emergency.

On reaching the Rolling fork of Salt river, General Sher-
man ascertained that the railroad bridge had been burned by
order of Buckner, to prevent the rapid advance of our troops,

as he had learned on !‘l-:u-]ﬁn‘-_: BElizabethtown that H.p_\' were

in motion toward him. During the day the troops under

Roussean forded the stream, and advanced to ;‘H:ﬂ‘li Mul-
1_;I‘:Jl1j_"|rl'..~' ]I” 'rl‘ht‘ Illll;u' I!_',‘ll:l!‘l] Went i]JTti t':t]_||!+ at .i."[l.'lll"!i
Junction, using the tents of which the state gnard had been
despoiled. In the evening, Lieutenant-Colonel R. W. John-
son, of the Third Kentucky Cavalry, bringing with him some
additional companies of the home guard, reached the eamp
and assumed general command, by order of General Ander-
gomn.

Buckner having failed in his main purpose, soon withdrew
to Bowling Green and intrenched himself. General Sherman
established his camp at Muldraugh’s hill, and guarding the
railroad in his rear, awaited the coming of reinforcements.
The waiting was not protracted. The home guard had been
ordered to active duty for ten days; but previous to their re-
turn to Louisville, several regiments from Ohio, Indiana, and
Illinois had reached Sherman. The earlier regiments were the

Sixth, Thirty-eighth, and Thirty-ninth Indiana, respectively

4
-+
s
a
-
-
- |

iR TR I"I.f'.l.'-h'-t'.\hi'\l‘\lﬁ‘i”-'-"‘h‘kl'-*-‘-.l.l\

Easlndna

MkEinenasdainis




20 COMMAND OF GENERAL ANDERSON.

under Colonels Crittenden, Seribner, and Harrison; the Forty-
ninth Ohio, under Colonel Gibson; and the Twenty-fourth
[llinois, under Colonel IHecker.

In conjunetion with Buckner’s movement upon Louisville,
Zollicoffer advanced from Tennessee, through Cumberland
H::[-_ to Cumberland Fowd. Hn'u-:m-ning‘ (.'.'III'.[- Diclk ['inllin-:nrj_
Zollicoffer's vanguard reached Barboursville on the 18th, and
skirmished with a small body of the home gnard. General
Thomas threw forward Colonel T. T. Garrard, with the
Seventh Kentucky Infantry and the First Kentucky Cavalry,
to Rocle Castle hills, with instructions to obstruet the I'H'.I_IE
and oppose the advance of the enemy. Captain Brown was
advanced to London, as a party of observation, and to inter-
cept any small |HH]‘\' of dﬁ»]t:):ﬂ citizens :h-s-}-;T.rllu' to I]-:in the
enemy. These dispositions and Buckner’s retreat from Mul-
drangh’s hill, caused Zollicofter to retive.

5]I;|1I]1:e!|-'c1ll*5.\' with these movements, the secessionists hith-

erto discomfited in every effort to invite or force Kentucky
from the Union, made a final effort to :IE'['I.J!|!]l1|i."-]I this end, A
call was published in the various newspapers throughout the
state in the interests of the rebellion, as also in posters seattered
broadeast, urging the ¢ State-Rights ” and “ Peace Men ™ to as-
semble at Lexington on the 20¢h of September, for the purpose
of having a camp drill, to continue for several days, under the
supervision of Mujor J. C. Breckinridge, Colonel Humphrey
Marshall, and other distinguished men. Information received
by General Thomas indicated that under cover of this call the
11'|.=|-r‘\:;] clement of the state EIHL‘Itl.ie'cl to concentrate and Organ-
1ze at Lexington, seize upon all the arms there and in the ar-
senal at Frankfort, then to unite with Zollicoffer in the expect-
ation that the combined foreces could compel the evacuation of
Camp Dick Robinson, and subsequently, in conjunction with
Buckner, to reach Louisville and secure Kentucky to the rebel-
lion. On the 18th, Gleneral Thomas directed Colonel Bram-
lette to move i1|JIIL-.'||i:IIL-|_\' Lo ].I-Z\C'llll:'h-!l and occupy the « Fair
Grounds,” with instructions to observe the _u'.wil.u-rh:-_r very
1']u.«'-.-]"-.'. and in the event HI.;,'!I_\' demonstrations or |.'|u‘~'-']r|1'I|1.:«'
of hostile nature, to arrest the persons making them; but

.~:||-|1L|{] 1J|L’I'E_‘ b none, not to arrest thosze }IJI\'EIIQ“ assembled.
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COMMAND OF GENERAL ANDERSON. o1

In compliance with these instruetions. Colonel Bramlette
marched to Nicholasville, seized a train of cars, and moved to
Lexington, occupying the fair grounds at 4 p. m. on the 19th.
The secessionists had been notified of his approach about mid-
night, and Major Breckinridge, Colonel William Preston,
George C. Hodge, and others fled throngh the mountains
toward Virginia, Colonel Marshall to his camp, and John .
Morgan and lis men joined Buckner at Muldraugh’s hill just
before his retreat. Zollicoffer’s advance prevented General
Thomas from sending Wolford, with a part of his cavalry, to

Li'xill;._"inl'l. to co-operate with Dramlette as he had ]Illi'Hr].E't]:
ofherwise many of these men might have bheen captured.
The presence of rebel armies in Kentucky had no tendency

to make rebels of Kentuckians, The rampant secessionists

who had left the state had made their Southern friends believe
that the military occupancy of Kentucky would insure her
withdrawal from the Union; but the effect was antipodal to
the one .'I!]|.|t"l|'.'l[l'|'1. As has been mentioned. the !['IL".[.*[:IT_III‘L'j
as early as September 12th, by resolution directed the gov-
ernor to issue a proclamation ordering the invading forces to
leave the state, and had invited General Anderson to enter
immediately upon the active discharge of his duties as com-
mander of the department.

In response to this invitation, General Anderson assumed
command by proclamation issued September 21st, in which he
earnestly invoked the citizens of his native gtate to arm them
selves for self-defense and for the expulsion of the invaders,
About the same time, General Thomas L. Crittenden, com-
mander of the ¢ State Guard.” with equal earnestness ureed
the members of his command to repair to places designated
tor rendezvous, to be mustered into the service of the United
States. On the 25th of September, the legislature passed a
bill ]h]'u\'il“lj;‘ for the enlistment of 1‘411‘1_\' thousand volunteers.
to serve from one to three years.

This turn of affairs imposed heavy duties upon the depart-
ment commander, and General Anderson’s health failing, he
was ]‘c"r'lc-\'t'{i. at his OW11 ]‘:'lill-".m'1. 'f__h'l'nln_-l‘ Tl]l. rf‘]lf._! l](l.\' fol-
lowing, General Sherman assumed command of the depart-
ment,
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|_|'ilCZ'~I']QIL‘~.I. ORDERS, NO. 57.]
War DEPARTMENT,
WasnmnGroN, August 15, 1861. (his

and Tennessee will, in future, constitute a [.._;
nown as the Department of the Cum- t110]
i5!'i_:__":1(iit'1'-['rl'.tlt_'l".Ll Robert Anderson, e

[ The States of Kentucky
geparate military command, to be k
berland, under the command of
7. 8. Army. o

L. THOMAS, S

By order:
Adjutant- (feneral.

xECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, FRANKFORT, Seplember q, 1861.
Gontlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives :
I have received the following dispatches, by tolegraph, from General

Leonidas Polk, which I deem proper to lay before you.
B. MAGOFFIN. I

(COLUMBUS, K., -\'-'J.'-u"-.'.'-""J.'J' Y 1861, |
LETH

v having required me to oceupy this town, I have

A military necessity
ot ]:.'.' the forces nnder my command. The
ent of the

taken [mu--'.---.ui.un of eircum-

g to this ac
ates. His reply was

t were reported promptly to the Presid

gtances !ll':'.|1l;.

Confederate | _the necessity justified the action. A

copy of my ;-1'cu,-l.-l.1|1:|1inﬂa [ have the honor
Respecttully,
LEONIDAS POLK,

Major-General ( bmmanding.

to transmit you by mail. |I-

I

Conoynos, Ex., Sepfe mber 8, 1861, fort
- B. Magoffin, Frankfort, Ky.
ey - i 3 2 nes
1ould have |i‘.~[>:'=lu-]:|--] you immediately, as the troops under my

position, the very 1ew wi rds 1 addressed

commant took ]--n.—n-d.-iu-n of this

: since that time have so [-1'!-*.*-"5 me,

to the people here; but my duties

@ time to communicate with you It

t now the first leism

nt for me to inform you, which my short address here will

tale
jl
viol

tion on which | could |] l:!I;LI the 1'."IIII".'-:\'| forces

to seize Columbus. I need not deseribe

do. that I had informa

intended and were preparing

the danecer resulting to West Tennessee from such success. Realizing
ponsibility, [ could not !""l':-lil. them -|_Iii|'[;'-, to lose, [‘!|I'-III'_'-!- the Eros

my res
bee:

command intrusted to me, so important a position. In evidence of the

sged, T will state as
' were formed in formidable numbers in po-

the Confederate forees aceapied

the
!_-l \_']l

]Ir|l
thaf

E‘,:.l"ll;'.|il\-l'_ I nosse

1.2 1
11 v i
Lnis piace the [Fad:

their cannon turned upon Columbus;

.'.'i"" 'L:"=|| the oo 1te ||.I-_l,\. W
the citizens of the town had fled w ith terror and not a word of assur-

, of safety or protection had been addressed to them.

Since I have taken possession of this place, I have been informed by

s
—— ~ ===
a = = R T T i S . * T f W




COMMAND OIF GENERAL ANDERSON, 33

highly responsible citizens of your state, that certain representatives of
the Federal government are setting up complaints of my act of oceupy-
ing it, and are making it a pretense for seizing other positions. TUpon
this course r1i']-l‘m't,'t'll]!";: [ have no comment to II::I]{[,‘, but I am !.J'l-[.,—”-q-nl
to say that I will agree to withdraw the Confederate troops from Ken-
lllf']\'_\. [-|'cr‘.'-lf-l|'1[ she will arres that the Lroops of the Federal government
be withdrawn simultaneously, with a guaranty, which I will give recip-
rocally for the Confederate government, that the Federals shall not be
allowed to enter or occupy any point of Kentucky in the future.

| have the honor to be your obedient servant, respectfully,

LEONIDAS POLKE,

_I.rri..-u,l‘-ff, YTl F_.I-..“l._',IJ-‘-:.'._(,"_- 4.

PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR.

In obedience to the subjoined joint resolution adopted by the General
of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the government of the

Assembly
Confederate States, the State of Tennessee, and all others concerned, ara

Kentucky expects the Confederate or Tennessee

}lu-!'--'r-_'\' informed that

troops to be withdrawn from her soil unconditionally.”

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my name, and caused the
seal of the commonwealth to be affixed. Done at Frankfort, this 13th
day of September, a. n. 1861, and in the seventieth year of the common-
wealth.

l'-l'\' the Governor:

Tr

September 14. 1861.

B. MAGOFFIN,

5. B. Moxrog, JR., Secretary of the State.

and he is, hereby instructed to in-

his -.'_":l'u-!_||-’.'_|-_'\, rovernor :\r;}_-_fufzf_[[_ be
form those concerned that Kentucky expects the Confederate or Ten-

nessee troops to be withdrawn from her soil unconditionally.

THE EENTUCKY RESOLUTIONS,
Offered in the Kentucky Senate, September 9, 1861, by Senator Whit-
taker, and :|<[.-!.1.--[ .‘C.-l.[.-]J,l..-;- 12 186G1.
Resolved, That Kentucky's peace and neutrality have been wantonly
violated, her soil has been invaded, the rights of her citizens have been

grossly infringed by the so-called Southern Confederate forces. This has

been done without cause: i.ll"l"'t."l"'.

!rllri it solved ..’I-.’,n' rj-...--..'."l.'{. J B f .._.'- “'-"r,.,' C.r-u_rr.'.': |"".":'_|'l-| of h -"-Fn'l'-'-'."r_

by That
the governor ]|-,- ]'g-.|.=;|.-_-[1-|] Lo L';[“ O

ut the military force of the state to

expel and drive out the invaders,
Resolved, That the United States be invoked to give aid and assistand

that ]ll"’lfl'l'lil'lli :I_:_:;'til'l:-ii invasion which is :_'__f'l';:T|,1,|_-|] to each one of the states
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a4 COMMAND OF GENERAL ANDERSON.

by the fourth section of the fourth article of the constitution of the
1:||it|-ll States,

Fesolved, That General Robert Anderson be, and is hereby requested to
enter immediately upon the active discharee of his duties in this military
district

Rexolved, That we appeal to the people of Kentucky by the ties of pa-
triotism and honor, by the ties of common interest and common defense,
by the remembrances of the past, and by the hopes of future national ex-
istence, to assist in repelling and driving out the wanton violators of our

peace and :||_'I_1l!';|“[_\'_ the l.'l'-'-'t-'.=.-' ill\':lll-'l'ﬁ of our soil.

PROCLAMATION OF GENERAL ANDERSON,
LomsviLLe, Ky, Sepltember 21.
Kexruokians —Called by the legislature of this, my native state, I

herebv assume command of this department. I come to enforce, not to

make laws. and. God willing, to protect your property and your lives.

The enemies of the country have dared to invade our soil. Kentucky

She has vainly striven to keep peace with her neighbors.

EII'.':!fl-"l I:'_'\' those '-.'1'||I|- |-|'| II‘-"—'I'Il ta be her friends, but

¥ A P i 4 %
conquer her. No true son of Kentucky can longer
. g = LS| ) 1 It
his duty to his state and country. The invaders must, and,
s of the hostile forces, wlio now
15 " - d
an, making war on Kentucky

4 of our Union and our state, is

q friend. Rally, then, my countrymen, around the flar our fathers loved

and which has shielded us so long. 1 eall;
and for the protection of all that is dear to freemen, Let us trust in
God and do our duty, as did our fathers.

ROBERT ANDERSON

Jr-'.' r-Crenera [ .. ‘..\..

PROCLAMATION OF GENERAL CRITTENDEN,
Jf'. ."-'-,, ||-".-" ti of f',-, el s

By the authority which you yourselves have -'!‘I'EII'E.II:UI;.‘. vou are called

upon to defend your state. Misgnided countrymen, whom you loved too

well to fi '

ing unnatural w

tarnished the bright fame of Kentucky, and for the first time sinee yom
sires bequeathed to you this noble state, the soil is polluted by the tread
of hostile armies

[ will not impugn the patriotism and courage of my countrymen by
supposing that any appeal, however eloquent, could arouse them to energy
and prompt action as this .~:.!:|jl|-- slatement.

But to the State Guard 1 must add awoerd. Now is your opportunity to

wipe oub every 1'--1»1'n:-.|'i|| that has been put upon you. You owe it not
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COMMAND OF GENERAL ANDERSON. 35

only to your duty as men and citizens, but to that solemn obligation of
soldiers which you can not forget without dishonor, to respond to this
call.

The State Guard will rendezvous as soon as possible at Louisville and

report to me. The residue of the militia and such of the Home Guard

as choose to volunteer, will rendezvous as soon as possible at Lonisville,

rankfort, Camp Dick Robinson, General Sherman's Camp, New Iaven,
and Henderson
Come in battalions, regiments companies, or come as individuals and
you shall be mustered into the service under pay at once,
L. L. CRITTENDEN,

Brigadier-General Kentuely Siat (Fuard.

[GENERAL ORDERS, NO. 6.]

HEeanquarTERs DEPARTMENT OF THE Craym: RLAND,
LownisviLLe, Kv., October T, 1861,
The fII-I]I'I'.'f‘l]l_:_' 1--]--_.'_'r':|[|||il' order was L".:!I_‘L'i\'r"-[ I‘,'IHf"E"E;II‘.' at these head-
(quarters:
‘To give you rest necessary to restoration of health. eall Brigadier-
T

General Sherman to command the Lepartment of the Cumberland. Turn

over to him your instroctions. and report here in person as soon as VOUL
may, without retarding your recovery.

D, ., Octolier 6, 1861, Wixrrern Scors.”

ice to the above orders, I hereby relinquish the command of

the department to Bricadier-General sherman.

$3 , 1+ Y p— - | "y i T T
metinge '|"- Ly |||" necessity '.\||!-'II renders this stepn proner, | ll-' 1T

with 1 ey i i " 1 el ] [ 1 \ | . 3
With less reluctance, beeause my successor, b er-Lreneral e 1ermaan

the man I had selected for that purpose. God grant that he
means of delivering this department from the hands of mara wling bands,

] +1 1 ' o . Py . 1 1 {3 ¢ 3 F, $ 1 - . 5
who, under the guise of relieving and benefiting Kentucky, are doing

all the I.III:-III'_‘.' i]ll'_\ can to those who will not |II
warlare,

R. ANDERSON,

‘-"I'.II:"' "'-"'-:._'--'.."I--,.-—l"l neral tl o i

0. D. Greex, Assistant Aditant-C

[GENERAL ORDERS NO 7.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE

LovisviLLe, Kxv., Outol

Brigadier-General Robert Anderso) having relinquished

of

|]:i.~lf--|-.|!'l!1:|-r:| in General Orders No. 6, of this dat

assumes command of this department,
W. 'l SHERMAN,
4{"' o tier=Cr e .l'-fl.

)

LT

TR LT YA

Fadvt s Ib fay Seisnisialalvaivervine ntaigiis e L T L T R T




CHAPTER V.

OPERATIONS OF GENERAL THOMAS, IN KENTUCKY, UNDER GEN-
ERAL SHERMAN.

As vet, no effort had been made to give an army organiza-
tion to the troops of the department. Those on the Lonis-
ville and Nashville railroad were without even regular

|J|"|u".llli.' e'n]'u‘;lllik:lllnﬂl. There had been too much |1|H'I',"-' 111
[1||.-'ll' movements to ;|||--\\' 11|'|:~' i!l]li:ll Hin-]l. ]':--‘.li Nnow, a8 regl-
ments in ereat numbers were coming into the department,

numerous camps of rendezvous

and as the establishment o
and instruction for volunteers promised the speedy formation
of a large number of Kentucky regiments, the organization
of 2 }_1‘|':H-|l| army became the lI:JI‘:lllllriHIt [|_li[.\' of the hour.

There were, however, unusual embarrassments attending its
performance. Many of the regiments were of very recent
organization, and all had been hurried to the front to repel
invasion, and at the same time to link themselves together in
the simple and complex relations of a great army, in the imme-
diate presence of the enerny. With them the school of the
:1|||||.||-|' i|;\':1]\'|'i] l!ll’. i_'}i[ht']'il_‘lu_‘1,‘ Hi' walr, :|I]|1 as a2 |--.|.'|~.|-\]|'u-|||-|_'
the facts of organization and the events of actual conflict
demand concurrent narration. At first, troops were massed
as emergencies required. Subsequently, these improvised
commands were transformed into brigades and divisions.
And as there was no general movement of the forces in Ken-
tucky until the advance of the “ Army of the Ohio,” under
Brigadier-General D. C. Buell, after the fall of Fort Donelson,
it is obviously appropriate to group anterior events, as con-
nected with the troops comprising each division, beginning
with the first.

Very soon after the formation of the Kentucky brigade,

(86)
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GENERAL THOMAS UNDER GENE RATL SHERMAN. 37

composed, as has been stated, of four Kentucky and two Ten-
nessee regiments, several regiments from Ohio and [ndiana
wWere [It].llll'-'| to l]h.‘ :'u]i:i:l:::ltl tli"(-'rnt.'l';:] 'i']I"II]:Ir‘. SI]I‘E[_, how-
ever, was the necessary diffusion of these troops that regular
brigade organization could not at once be effected.

The first movement General Thomas meditated for his com-
mand was an advance from Camp Dick Robinson to Cumber-
land Ford. The |.|Jl'l'illi'.'lfll'_'.:' attitude of the cnemy, and the
protection of Union men on the southeastern border of Ken-
tucky, already clamorous for help, rendered it imperative that
an advance toward Tennessee should he undertaken as soon
HES {ni':lx".]~':1|-.!-'. _Hi.l: Il iln.':lu-l['i::i:' :i:E'\';l!I\‘i_' Was E'IIE.\]]|].1L. 'Iil.'l.-.":lu-
ticable. It was known that the rebel : uthorities were trans-

porting troops in large numbers from Virginia and the far
South to “.‘:I'FHEIII'H\'T[”I.'. [{i'i!flll'|x’}'_.i!l|li 4.=I::i the i:'i'i.'l' H!If![_'l‘
I:rll"'--'|]i¥'|!l-1':llt,- I,'_'".'III'J".I_]..I-',.'J”‘.i'll'i'.ill'l'. '\'..'!:-:!Ii.'-_:'llll']r-"iil_'_["L|ll.1I'L_' rap-
H than -the command of (General Thomas. ']:e-rl'rl!-.a': the
national (roops were raw, ail d destitute of .'.'l[i'||:;;:i“ "'i”il"
ments, artillery, and transportation. Under these circum-
stances, General Thomas used the ¢ Home Guard » to protect
roads and keep the disloyal element in awe, and holding his
other troops for emergency and discipline, waited impatiently
for reinforcements and munitions.

J;.!;:|---]i:|lt-]|\' alter i.:u- \\']IIJ:FI':I_'-'\';:| of 7.|'e1'|'i-'l\I3:.-|'_ (reneral

.[‘IJI.':'_':J _--'2-*':-'.--.i|-.:[ LO l:i'flx'l‘;! _‘\i!'?"'_'.'-llll ||.'I' -III_'IHLI.'I;..'Ic'l: 1_3[.

concentrating for an advance to Knoxville. T nnessee, to seize

the East Tennessee and Virginia railroad. destroy all the
3 : . : ] 5 !

]".'II|__"| 8 Tor some il].‘[i“ll'l.' Cast and west Irom I\lic-.\"\ ||]1-_ and

then to turn upon Zollicod

fer while in the passes of the Cum-
berland Mountains, and by getting between him and his sup-
l'!ji'-:_ effect Il.u' L':|f|Ii|!'|_' or -]E--[nl-!'~'i--'-‘. (.1_' !IH Army. ri'|||' e]g_"—
.‘*]l'j!}'!l'lll'rH of this movement was enhanced '||I'-.' the faet that
Nashville had recently been made a base of supplies for the
Confederate army in Virginia. Its success would sever the
11105t |Fir'¢-|-l i‘:l;,|r'|=,'lli I.'~|:|lr:--~if'|~lu =u--'\\'-'a-r| l||-- ‘I"lli;_'lll‘l';lTl.f
armies east and WesL, and relieve [rom |_‘\']'.'lll_'l4'\' the |I'l‘\'.‘:]. [-1'('#1}'0
of East Tennessee.

But barely sufficient troops for successful defense were fur-

nished, and in a fow days Genera Thomas was again thrown

allte i alatalibhs any
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98 GENERAL THOMAS UNDER GENERAL SHERMAN.

upon the defensive, by the advance of Zollicoffee to London,
In this emergency, he sent forward all the Ohio troops and
the Third Kentucky Infantry ; ordered the obstruction of the
Richmond road, on the north side of Rock Castle hills, from

l. and the one connecting the Richmond

the river to Big i
and Mount Vernon roads, and urged Brigadier-General O. M.
Mitehell. in command at Cineinnati, Ohio, to send reinforce-
ments and artillery. As, however, the enemy made no effort
o force |||" E’H-‘*.‘-:LL‘,‘*.' '1|. HHI‘I\' (1:!.4{['.' ]IIH'- .'Illfl S0011 ]'I'!.i1'l'1|. 0]
Cumberland Ford, General Thomas was again urgent for
sich reinforcements as would justify him in the :|-~~%illrlglll‘:u|;
of the offensive. ITe sugwested, in addition, that a column of
four regiments should move np the Big Sandy through the
counties of Floyd, Letcher, and Harlan, in co-operation with
his own advance by Barboursville to East Tennessee. I

FESPONSe, 81X resumnents were serd o IIIIII. but they were desti

tute of such munitions as would warrant an advance to Ifasf
Tennessee. A few days later he asked for four well-equipped
1"'_‘__'"‘]],‘|l"lli.-'- '.ll'|4l WO Ii---]lt ]|;|I!'|-|';.:--'_ |.-_-i]-_-\.'|||_:' that this addition
to his foree and recuisite transportation would assure the cap-
ture |:]' |\'HIJK‘»':|‘|].I'. ||| ."w;‘lnh Nnes wereg |'i||"|'.i~'|l"lll. ||:|i as i!‘
the case of others before them, in destitution of such :|_!|E.|:i;|:_.
ments as were necessary for such a campaign as he proposed.
Anxious to assume the offensive, he was nevertheless forced
to await the pleasure of the enemy.

To _u'i\'-" support to the troops al Rocle Clastle hills, General
Thomas ordered Colonel Connell, in command of the Seven-

teenth Ohio Infantry, to move from Camp Dick Robinson

1:.'!_" Hl 18] |I|l=¢l"."-.'l‘ f||l‘ I:E+'|Illl€||||E t'n;ul. 11. .~J|]]|_..;‘.,,l|.|,-|]|:-\-

directed him to advance to London, but as the force at Rock
(astle hills was acain threatened l'.\'- Zollicofter, Colonel Clon-
nel’s destination was chaneed. while en route to the latter

'!'|il"l_'. where he arrived on the 20th of Oectober. General
Thomas also sent from Camp Dick Robinson, Brigadier-Gen-
eral Albin Schoepf, who had recently reported to him for duty,
with the regiments of Colonels Coburn, Wolford, and Steed-
]]I:lII.:Ill-I :"“i,ill!liiil‘lll.-ﬁ ]|:|1l|~rl\', to Colonel H:Lt'l‘:li‘li.:-i *'IEli-H:"
Greneral .“'-L-]uu-:llll. with Coburnls and Wolford’s reciments.

reached Rock Castle hills during the afternoon of the 20th.

-3 .
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On the following morning, Steedman and Standardt arvived
with their commands.

The arrival of reinforcements was opportune, as late in the
forenoon of the 21st, Zollicoffer, fl:l\']l:_:‘ found his command in
close proximity to the positions of Colonels Coburn and Wol-
ford, and under concealment of a donse forest, suddenly ap-
peared in their front. The foremost rank bore their hats on
their bayonets and claimed to bhe friends. Soon throwine off
disgnise, Ii“'.“' “E"'“‘"l fire, which ]"'l'lll'__" 121:-'.'\|“"'|'I'If and vigor-
ous caused decided confusion in the ranks of the national
1l'-‘ll-|r-=', “. I"rIl'I.'I:\'.‘* :u|‘~':z]LF':|_-_1'g-, i|-.-\~,-..\-._.|-_ Wias ,_,|||.\ ["l”l""

rary, as Colonels Coburn and Wolford soon rallied their reei-

ments and I:':||='.:'.||':il‘\' repulsed him. Colonels Connell and

Steedman, assisted by Standardt’s battery, encaged the enemy

with similar result. In the afternoon. Zollieoffer made another

.'E.:&:*.'Ill|l. |-I'|'.='.—:.|I|lu' IOsT [lt'.‘i'~.||_\' :!_'_":|7:11-i the ]trw-'lriu'-n of Colonel

Garrard, but he was again repulsed at all points, and during
the following night retreated toward TLondon. The cremy

P

I'-JIiL'_'||1 ||I':|\.".'|_\'. "'||I.'.I||‘_{' ‘»‘."H;.':l.' i1|£ I']

ty vards of the '\.‘\'I-i'i.'-u_ IMheir
e

loss was thirty killed and a laree number wounded. General
:-'.-|| i:i 8 logs WS Ji'»'l_- L|-] 1|||I| '."l:'_:']lll'l'll '\'\.'H:lllliu-'ll,.

The issue of this engagement rendered fruitless the move-
ment of three or four thounsand reb Is, a few '].:Il‘.'.'- later, from
Burksville to Albany, with their advance thrown forward to
Monticello, menacing Somerset, held by the Twelfth Ken-
tucky Infantry under Colonel W. A. Hoskins. This foree

was doubtless intended {

r co-operation with Zollicoffer in the
invasion of central Kei tucky, in the event of his success at
Rock Castle hills. The union of this foree with his COIN-
mana, would have given Zollicoffer an army of ten or eleven
thousand men., adequate in the extravacance of Southern arro-
gance and expectation, for the erandest achievements.

The I|»'||'.‘lf of :»"::-|2-I|'t'i'|--r' ]Il'-"\'l'ltil'i] the I.|'.1l.||-.'i--1| r-|~:r|_i1|.'|---

tion of these columns, and the one at .“n[th‘ll‘il'l'”u. H '».II-.f_"
klul‘-\'|--*];"- of this defeat, and of the reinforcements sent to
;“‘:nllllc'l'rd»'l ]l‘\ General rI.|IIH’I.’l". withdrew into 'J‘-'Hln'.«i:u:l' witli-
Ont il]\'.l|-llll‘_;'.'lll engasement,

[mmediately after the battle of Rock Castle Hills. General

TIII-JH:L:é I‘i'.-slllm,-ll ]Il“:'ll;l]':ll-llr]l for an ;|l]\';||||--- to Cumberland
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4() GENERAL THOMAS UNDER GENERAL SHERMAN.

Gap. Hemoved the command of General Schoepf, augmented
]._u_; the Tennessee troops, to the ‘.||||H'I'-EH|J of the Richmond and
Cirab Orchard roads. .~'11|i.~'=L"r.[I!a']]J|_\' }ltlrﬂi]l;{ it at London, and
established his headquarters and a depot of supplies at Crab
Hl'n'llul'il. But eirenmstances |n'-_\'ul1r! his a;nr||1,'|~] still i||'1'\'["||!|-(1

i
115

for a command in Kentucky, assigned to him at the earnest

ong-contemplated campaign. Before leaving Washington

solicitation of General Anderson, he had tried to impress Gen-
eral Scott with the necessity of full preparation to meet a heavy
force of the enemy in the direction of BEast Tennessee, and

upon his assumption of command at Camp Dick Robinson, he

had addressed himself to the accomp ishment of this object,

His oft-repeated requests for troops, had only secured tardy
reinforcements of raw troops, destitute of adequate equip-
ments, :11‘1‘|i[n‘-1"\'~ and transportation. Ie now held the line
from the Ohio to London, and from Lexington to Frankfort;
Cincinnati was his base of supplies, and Camp Dick Robinson
his main depot. Ilis communication by rail terminated at
Nicholasville. f"nl"-*nl"lnl‘_:' defeat, should he attempt the in-
vasion of Fast Tennessee without having an army of ample
strength and equipment, as he was persistently urged to do by
prominent loyalists from that region, he repeated his request
for such appointments for his command as the proposed cam-

paign demanded. Ilitherto, General Sherman had approved

his plans and his efforts for their execution.

ut now, fearing

that the long weak line which connected General Thomas with
his hase of supplies might be severed by the enemy. he forbade
his farther advance, I i

On the 11th of November, General Sherman informed Gen-
eral Thomas that he had received a telegram from Brieadier-
General A. MeD. McCook. af Camp Nevin, that 1||-'l|-|‘|t'1:|\'
Fl:'—' :

that Buckner was movine in foree upon Louisville, between

disappeared from Green river, and that there WAS 4 Timor

him and General Thomas. Giving partial eredence to this ru-

mor, Greneral Sherman ordered Genera

Thomas, if not en-
gaged in front, to withdraw . his command back of the Ken-

tucky river, and act as circumstances should demand. General

'homas replied that he did not credit the report, but would

..Ll‘u' HE'!]"I‘.‘C at once |-‘II' ”Ji_‘ I'i'{l'lJ_g";';i.tI{_- movement., |[1 :H'L'EI['1|—
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GENIRAL THOMAS UNDER GENERAL SHERMAN. 41

ingly ordered General Schoepf to break up his camp immedi-
ately, and join him with all his tr ops, at Crab Orchard or
Nicholasville. The following day, General Sherman ex pressed
the conviction that the rehel ( reneral Albert Sidney Johnston

who had assumed command of the insn rgent army at Bowling
Grreen, with Hardee and Buckner as his lieutenants, was pre-
paring ‘ to strike a great hlow in Kentucky, by moving from
_|1~|\‘.'|]f|;,_"[;1‘1'1'r1 with a foree not far short lil'['nl'il\'-i'.lk'-- thousand
men, with a large portion of artillery,” and directed Gienoral
Thomas to hold himself in readiness for a prompt withdrawal
to Danville, leaving the Tennessee troops and Colonel Garrard
near Roclk Castle river, to w atch the enemy in the d irection
of Cuamberland Gap. General Sherman was not fully assured

that Johnston l|||-~|'|1.'lf'+-<] g0 bhold an :t:«'hllil|]h["'|u|'| of the offen-

BIVE

mt regarded such an event as very probable. On anv

"

other .-Il]lEnl'-Z.IlilJIl ii seemed r“fiit'”][ to dCCoNnNt i'lna]' I!|c':!r'fi\ii\'

of the insurgent forces in Kentucky, or the hoastful expect

ancy of secessionists, that the day of their triumph was near.
Jolinston had impressed a large number of wagons in the vi-
I'i!lg'll"lil |’=I\k']]||;; Green—a faet vhich Jullirlli-lf to the ]-r-n|=:|!|!g
advance of his army. Zollicoffer had retired into Bast Ten.
nessee, and had blockaded the roads in his retreat—astep which
1:|i_:'i|| §}_c|51':11<' his !‘i-—:l]linl'-:l:l-.']_- I'II\' SNOMmersed from a more reli-
able base of supplies, or his union with Johnston on his north-
ward march. A force I’|.f|t'.'ll'i"»' three thonsand men were also
reported in motion from Tompkinsville, toward ‘olumbia,
menacing Colonels Grider and Hazzard. who were reeruiting
!'!'.L'.'il.'ll'éli~- at the |:l'l|\'l' ||I;\t't', _\'..'*.].-1"\'-1"\'\'i'.Ellt' ||i||':'|u,<.=|_|i'
the enemy was in doubt, General Sherman directed General
T

or |3:|1]1'1|[-'. as eirecumstances should '“"l"]lﬂ'. but to make ef-

1omas to remain at Crab ( Jrehard, ready to move to Somerset

fort to intercept the force moving from Tomplkinsville.
! s l

HEeADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE Ci MBERLAND,
LovisvinLe, Ky., Oetober 25. 1861.
Creneral (Feo. [T Thomas. Camp Dicl Robins

P |

R:—Da n't push too far. Your lin

3 -'1il't'c'.'li'\.' ]-.-:‘I: and wealk, [ can

Hot now re-enforce you, Nelson has got into difficulty with the militi;

and I have no person to send there. An j:.ll'l'J'IIJJleJII of the railroads,

-
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-

bv an incursion from Prestonbure, would eul you off’ from that sonrce of
supply. Call to your assistance the regiment from train. ‘The state
[§Y 'ili'll 18 '|[||||:'1-_~':4L:|_] with the Iln-r_'--n-rui[)' of energy in []l:' I\I'Elllt-l'.'il':i-'-'ll of

o still embarrassed for want of clothing and arms.

volunteers, but we a1

Promises are a poor substitute for them, but are all we have. [ will

again urge on the department the pressing necessity for more good ofli-

cers and large re-enforcements ol men. >
W. T. SHERMAN,

Brige refier- (4 en r'..l.'l (mmia -""':'l-"'."-

f

Canre Dok Ropixsoxn, Oefober 31, 1861,

rman, Comman fing Department of thie ( il

Grsenral:—I shall start for the Crab Orchard Springs to-day. 1 have

directed the quartermaster to make arrangements to have all the stores

yns hauled from Nicholasyille to Crab Or

i

and will endeavor to have a government train oreanized to transport the

to the camp, in advance, andl

.-=i:-!-:.--= {from the latter pl

nto which the transportation has

;-._.||-.-.|||--':. o 0f ‘,||-' -|'.: I||I ot I],II_':l' !_{\';'.'l!l'1|:|-ll '.'.]1" ve bee

forming the duties of quartermaster.

ient servant,
GEORGE H. THOMAS,

L5 S A (

Very respectfully, your obel

Brigadicr-lréener

Deait Sin - —I1 commenced the shipment of wagons to you, and before 1

had fairly gotten under way, I had orders from Western Vi

are left without for the present. I

1 ] MY -
hundred 'he consequence 18, yYou

these same

vill cheerfully do anything 1 can for you at any time, bu

difficulties will be -'--||~I:|n|'i|\' ocCurring, General Rosecrans' orders must
of course take wwrecedence,
JOHON H. DICKINSON,

(antain and Assistant Quarters
Juarern

DEPARTMEXT OF THE CUMBERLAND,

LouisviLLE. K., November 5, 1861,

In the present aspect of aflairs it is impossible to say how or
where wa shall winter. This will depend on our enemies; they will not

allow us to choose. I have done all in my power to provide men and ma

terial, adli -|I|;|i- to the i||.|---'...| e of the crisis; but .|'Il i||5||; s colme lis-

jointed—regiments without ats, or wagons, or horses, or those

. e e e e T—— 3
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essentials to movement. MeCook has a good body of men, but the force
of the enemy far exceeds him, and the railroad on which lLe |I.-|..-:“i.-. 18
in such a country that it requires large guards. All of these, in case of
attacl, would be terribly exposed. I ecan havdly sleep to think what
would be your fate in case the Kentucky River bridge should be de-
stroyed, or the railroad to your rear; and I have demanded again and
again a force adequate to all these vicissitudes, a very large force beyond
the ability of the states to furnish. Nelson and you ought simply to
guard those avenues of approach to the interior, but from this point we
should have made a bold forward movement; but I have never had

force

your communications perfectly safe, and the c

approximating the magnitude of the oceasion. Twish I eould make

wonld be !:ll'.i:llll:_'.

There should be at least ten good resiments to vour rear,

t:LilI"III_"_' the head of

your column at Tondon, but I am unable to provide;
and hereabouts the army should be such as to prevent all idea of attack;
but Buckner and Hardee have across Green river a very large force, and
may advance at their pleasure.

In this stage of the case, I can only repeat my former orders for yon
to hold in eheck the force of Zollicoffer, and await events. The road to
Richmond depending on the ferry, appears to me less safe to you than
the one crossing Kentucky river by bridge. 1 have nothing from Nelson
for some days.

Truly vours,
W. T. SHERMAN,

LoumsviLLe, Ky., November 11, 1861
:"_.J ._.'._'.'r ..I{l.'l s
[ am just in receipt of a telegraphic dispateh from MeCoolk, at Camp
Nevin, that the foree in his front along Green river has disappeared, and
that there is a rumor that Buckner is moving in force towar

front, at once wi leaw yvour foree back of

'-"'--1'_:LII-IL:|-'!.-_:'u'l'l"llill_'_";--iil. state s then. [fit be true

that ce fl L||I"i;lgl has been increased ‘-'|-|'-'.--1|i|-|1 Lo twenuy-
thousand, it would be madness to contend. My information is positive as
to the state of affairs along Green river, but conjectured as to the other,
and I send a special messenger to convey it to you.

- Yours,

W. T. SHERMAN,

Cran Oropanp, November 12, 1861,
W. T Sherman, Commanding Department of the Cun Lerland, L
.,

GeNerAL :—Your dispatch received. I will give orders at once f

trograde movement, but I am sure the enemy are not moving be

us. All my information indieates that they are moving South,

G
o8
g |
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I send this by Lientenant Jones. Second ].'a'gimt‘!lt- |\1-'..'I'ltll:2'k}' Volun-
teers, who will take back any orders you may have for me.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
§ GRO. H. THOMAS,
Brigadier-General.

HeapouanTers, Cran ORCHARD, November 13, 1801.
{, Louis-

Consral W. T Sherman, Commanding Department of the Cumberla

GexeraL —Colonel Bramlette writes me from Somerset, on the 11th,

hut does not think that the enemy have any intention of advancing,
From General Schoepf's camp the report is that Zollicoffer has retired

heyond mmberland Gap, leaving some cavalry pickets on the Tennessee

amlette's

side of Cumberland Ford. I will send you a copy of Colonel B
report to-night by mail.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. H. THOMAS,
Brigadier-General U, 8. V.

LovisviLLE, K¥., November 12, 1861.

General Geo. H. Thomas, Commanding Crab Orel

Sir :—I gent a special dispateh to you last night, intimating the neces-

of withdrawing your forces further back. I am convinced from

manv facts that Sidney A. Johnston is making herculean efforts to strike
a blow in Kentucky: that he designs to move irom Bowling Green on
cxington, Louisville, and Cincinnati. I may be in error, but he has

szed into sery lcé BOme one ;|1||'|;--'_-:]||1 five hundred wagons at and near

wling Green, and his force is not far short of forty-five thousand men,

vith a large [':IE‘li-'I] of .'H'li”i']'_‘.'.
The movement Ay L]--[-.-|||J o1 new circumstances, but I think the

best disposition of your forces is to leave the Tennesseeans and Colonel

Garrard in a kind of ambush, near Rockeastle river, and draw back of

balance. Estab

with the other Kentucky regiments, such as Bruce's and

communication with PBramlette and

Have all things planned, and defer the execution of them till you

know from the direction of Greenville, l.II'\]J',]'I'_-‘I_'Lll.'“{i|.]l‘| and l.l"]l.'.'l[{}]ll_

that my conjecture 1s I'i_'_'||I.

If the movement be made in foree, our effort should be to conecentrate
before they reach the neichborhood of Danville. We can not trust the
telegraph, but when I telegraph to Nicholasville, *your application by

letter is granted,” you will understand that my conjectures are correct.

rraph, it is denied, then my information is wrong. We find

it impossible to penetrate their designs, except I know their force is very

= P T — e R e ot -
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large, and they have pressed in all the wagons from several counties, for
which they eould have no other use than what I name,
Yours,
W. T. SHERMAN,

Brigadier-Greneral Commanding.

][i-:.\mgl:_uc'ri-:-:s, LovisvitLe, November 14, 1851,
To General Thomas, Crab Orchard :
Your application is granted.
W, T. SHERMAN,
Brigadier-General Comma nding.
Received at 4.50 p, ar.

HeapQUuaRTERS LomisvinLe, November 16. 1861,
To General Gleo. H. Thomas, Oral Orehard.
General Buell has arrived and assumed command, He will send you
orders. In the meantime, remain at Crab Orchard.
W. T. SHERMAN,
Brigadier-General Com .'rac.'.'.--'."'a'ai‘_.r.

Received at 2.20 p, .
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CHAPTER VI

OPERATIONS OF GENERAL THOMAS, IN KENTUCKY, UNDER GENERAL
RUELL, INCLUDING THE BATTLE OF MILL SPRINGS.

orders No. 97, war department, issued November

By eenera

9th, the Department of the Cumberland was discontinued,

atates

and the ]}--]u,:?“.!:ll-l:l of Ohio constituted, -.-]|||I:'..i'il|__'_-' the

of Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky (east of the Cumberland

Buell was

river), and Tennessee, and i’nl'iI;'.l-ii-.-t‘—‘_:--tll-i':ll BN
.';.~-i'|;'i.||--| to 1ts command.

Gieneral Buell assumed command of the new department on
the 15th of November. General Sherman advised General
Thomas of the fact, and directed him to await orders from the
T1CW r*-".|1l|::‘.|'lt.'i',

On the 17th, General Buell ordered General Thomas, by ver-
bal message, expressed through Captain T. 8. Everts, assistant
adjutant-general, to move his command to Columbia, leaving
the First and Second Tennessee and Seventh Kentucky regi-
ments, under Lieutenant Carter, U. S. N., acting brigadier-
eneral, at London, to ebserve A1y :||-;_-]'w.'::-|| ol thi CHemy

through Kentucky, from Cumberland Gap. Four days later,

(teneral Carter was ordered to break up eamp at London,
amcl .i-'-ill (ren -1';:l ‘|‘|!-'||.|;|'-- el ].\-}I;eil.:r'!l. TMH NLovVenient wis
onsidered so urgent, that he was directed to impress wagons
it e eould not hire them. Still the order ]'l--lil-li"lili_" it was re-

lked before the troops were put in motion, and with the ex-

wtion of the sick who were sent sto Crab Orchard, the com-

mand was left CCINPOorarity al I l!|l|ll|[, ]I| MOovVIine as ( I?'l*-‘h'il.

General Thomas sent General .“'-.'5|--1-||i', with the Fourteenth
Ohio and Fourth Kentucky reciments, and Standarvdt’s and
I

hinney s batieries, ]'_\ Wiy of Stantord and Danville, the pre-

=
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geribed route through Liberty being impassable, and followed

- Fid v x i [ b : e e - -
with the Tenth, Seventeenth and Thirty-cighth Ohio regiments,

ard, un-

the Thirty-third Indiana having been left at Crab Orel
1 1 1 1

=.||:' :‘!'- |{ a'HIII'i Te L'.-El::J‘u'ct]. aIrd - the d :s'li |r.'=I:;-.'|J 'i]l. ”L

ti
had previously sent Colonels Bramlette’s and Wolford’s regi-
ments from Somerset, to assist Colonels Grider and Hazzard
at Columbia, in opposing the rebel force approaching from
Tompkinsville, which, without making or inviting an attack,
fell baek into Monroe <'|n1|!||'l\'.

General Thomas reached i]:IH\"f”'u ,\'H‘.'I'ZIJII-.-I' 292d. At this
time, General Schoepf, with a part of his command, was en-
L-;||||i---=| HE| “I'-.Irlll'.|f'i'|i]. E-!.'fn‘t'ﬂ': JJ’:::l\"[”l' '.I.I|Il I.-t'||:|I|-!H. {1 |-
onel Steedman and Captain Standardt had taken the w rong
road at Stanford, and were movine on Lebanon throuel Hus-
tonville, On the 26th., General Thomas ordered General
Schoept” to move to Lebanon, and directed Colonels Connell
and DBradley to march their regiments from Danville to the
Sfane !'ll!"i, !:_\' |'I H."-|'.'I'. ["ra"‘ll"l E'-:ll“.l-'-~ ]':'lh'w--'-]l--i from
[rvine, through Richmond, TLancaster, and Danville. to the
same destination. This movement of troops was both costly
H | |l| i-I'i]i|1;:"~:~. T]:i' roads Were --_\-'-----].|||:'!jl'\' -] Ehe march
was a horried one, and no enemy was found at TLebanon I
Columbia, and 1ONEe éven r|||u-::!--|-]||_-_:' these ‘,"r-i!:lh. with Lonis-
ville and Cineinnati as nltimate objectives, as had been antici-
nated 'iu_\' the |i--|.;!|-!||:|-!|l commanders.
1\n-‘.-il-ll-' (eneral :l-;‘|='i|]:|h_ '||| “-"-'=i-:- nee 1o -||‘.|--!‘-._ Was conceln-
trating his command at Lebanon and Columbia, Zollicoffer
having marched from Cumberland Ei;;ln throneh Jaclkshoro’.
Huntsville, and Jamestown, Tennesseé, made his appearance
with a stronge foree at Monticello. Kentucky, and threw for-
ward a detachment to the Cumberland river, threatening Col-
onel Hoskins, in |1c|.~5i:.-'l;| near somerset. Ofhicers on the out-
look at remote points reported the approach of the enemy.
General Carter, at London, throngh a reconnoisance by Licu-
tenant-Colonel Spears, with six hundred men, in the direction

Ford, had learned as ":“"I."‘ as the 24th that

of Cumberlan
7.|||I|c||]ll |Ill|i ]illj'\\'il \'\.-||]|I |I*‘Z-']'|'l' .'IH |!-|'“. |'|'.'|||!|- III."]‘.;H..:. 'l:lll.”.:.:-
town. A day or two earlier Colonel Hoskins, near Somerset,

and Colonel Bramlette, at Columbia. had each ascertained that
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he had reached Monticello. Each of these officers communi-
cated the fact to General Thomas, who made prompt dispo-
gitions to arrest his advance at the Cumberland river. He
sont five hundred of Wolford’s cavalry from Columbia to re-
Schoepf, with

inforce Colonel Hoskins, and ordered (Genera
Standardt’s battery from Lebanon, and Colonel Connell and
Bradlev’s reciments. en route thither, to move to the Cumber-

and river in front of Somerset, and fortify a ]m,-irinn COmMm-

manding the crossing and the river above and below the

crossing,  Captain Prime, of the engineers, was sent by Gen-

eral Buell to .~'Il|:t'J"Il111~l|l| the fortifications. General .‘-'~-.-||.u-!|i'

was also specially urged to ascertain the movements of the
enemy, and l:ru]u[rl[}' report them, and not I:J!El\' to resist his
crossing, but to prevent him from ecollecting the means of
Crossing,

Ifor some days the situation of Colonel Hoskins was very
critical. He was confronting an army in close proximity,
whose cavalry skirmished with his pickets at Mill Springs, a
point near his position. Doubtful of his ability to maintain
his ground until the arrival of reinforcements from ILebanon,
he ealled upon General Carter, at London, for assistance, who
IH']H\'_" restrained IJ_\' his orders from General Buell, refused
i'lri|||aii:rlll'l', 1‘1H['f1lr|.'ill.'|_\'. the enemy made no effort to cross
the river before the arrival of General Schoepf, which occurred
December 1st.  General Schoept at once selected a position
on the north Er:II_J]\'. of the Cumberland, six miles from Somer-
set, and well sheltered from the artillery of the enemy on the

:llh[l-:n-'l'u‘ .--ii]l- |rl|l |!Il‘ |'1‘L't'|'.

On the 20th of November, General Buell placed General

Thomas in command of all troops east of New Ilaven, in-

:4:|'I1+'i]||_;' him to make no il.:||:-..-I'I::I|l mMovement except in the
event of I.Iiltll'_:".'l'. without his :!1|||||'||\'.'1]. but to prepare for
emergencies, while avoiding a threatening attitude. The line
of t.l1'|-.'lt-'u' :1_-4_-i_'_;‘!||'|i (i8] ]:-IJrI 1'HEI'IJ']I'L|. t‘I'IJEII I.|||1|]IJ|] 8] ':"lllllll-
bia, and his troops were distributed as follows: The First and
Second Tennessee, and Seventh Kentucky regiments, under
command of General Carter, held London: the Fourth and
'Iic'lilll “t-tll.lli']{_\'.]"HIINI*(-]LI]i Ohio, :|qu| TL'II[.]] Indiana ]-.-:u_:-'[_
ments, and battery E, First Ohio Artillery, were posted at
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Lebanon ; the Third Kentucky Tnf: antry, and First Kentucky
Cavalry, at Columbia: the I]allu\-rlmc] Indiana at Cral Op-
chard ; the Thirty-first Ohio regiment, and ||:ll'll']'_\' A, First
Ohio Artillery, at Camp Dick Robinson - the Seventeenth and
Thirty-eighth Ohio, and b: ry B, First Ohio A rtillery, con-
fronted Zollicofter near Somerset : and the Kighth I\--nfm Ky

and Thirty-fifth Ohio were in motion toward lJa banon,

On the 2d of Deecember the enemy made a brisk but harm-
less bombardment of Generpal i‘*u-huu‘[*l".«' camp, and then moved
toward Mill Springs. Jh»]'ln-\'in;' that this movement looked
to a lc‘lll}_{]ltl’_"lll on l||L.' north sit]u of 1ill_- {‘ll!II]II'I'IHIJll, (1”'[11-!';[]
Schoepf sent Captain [’i]“ull\\'ilhf"n‘nd'nn|h-t1-il-~'-:I'c.ﬂ ry, to
?"“"1"[ the ford and préevent his e r-'-willﬂ. and orde 11':1 &) t||'IIJI 1]

]

Connell, with his r't-f"iml-Ell the Seventeenth (Ohio. r“,u-r eces

of artillery, and one con ipany of eavalry, to raarch from Somer-
set to co-operate with Captain Dillion, 'i'];u- latter, in palpable
disregard of orders, went into camp two miles from Fishine
Creek, and Iu-”|t {¢] [|r|Ir even to POst ;lll ]u'l.‘-' (0] u';lfu,-|1 the f'|1i'||,

lowed Zollicoffer to establish himself on the north bank of
1]|.- Cumberland, nof only without opposition, but without his
knowledge. Ignorant of the success of the enemy, Colonel
Connell reached the \']’vinii_‘u' of the ford to find himself con-
E..I'Hllil"lt Fl_\' H | ﬁlr‘crli_li' foree on his own side of the I'f‘n'u'l‘. and
with sueh means of crossing reinforcements as nof only
to preclude his own attack, but even to imperil his com-
mand.  Waiting for the aid of darkness. ho withdrew his
1I'|n-]|.- i]l ri.':ilt'i_\' ||;|L-I{ of ]|||1|__ creele. .I;l| absenece of a tenalie

position in closer roximity to the enemy. As the lodement

of the Clemy on the north bank of the river, and his threat-
ening bearing, revealed a purpose beyond mere menace, Gen-
eral Schoepf, on the 5th, re quested General Carter, at T.ondon.
and f.‘--:lulwl Coburn, at Crab Orchard, to move to his support
and discovering that the force of the enemy on the north
bank, already superior to his own, was constantly inereasing
and that his position, being between roads leading from the
different ferries. was susce ptible of easy lateral approach, he
withdre W 10 A sirong }-Hm].-n!l, three miles ]n-_\,'ul|-1 Somerset

«d and Stanford roads, and

commanding the (Crab
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50 GENERAL THOMAS UNDER GENERAL BUELL.

again urged General Carter to come 1o his assistance. General
Thomas, however, had previously made provision for General
Schoepf’s reinforcement. December 3d he ordered Colonels
Walker and Vanderveer's* regiments from Camp Dick Robin-
.on to Somerset, and {';11.1111“ Hewitt's battery from DBroom-
tolds.  While these regiments scemed easily available for the
emergency at Somerset, and were in motion thither, Colonel
‘\‘.':nll#q-r was remanded to Camp Dick Robinson by General
Buell. It is evident that at this time, and for some weeks
subsequently, General Buell did not anticipate any serions
trouble from Zollicoffer af Somerseb.  Acting upon this beliet,
he turned back troops en route 10 Qomerset, and reversed
orders in other cases requiring the movement of reinforee-
ments to that point. He even forbade General Thomas to
gend other troops to General H|-||u-»-|_ntl antil he had first seeured
his Z'Illll"-\':l]..'.i‘5‘41'|'|",]|:'_"1|'.!'.l| the foree at momerset '\‘-':l‘-i!-'lil‘]].\‘l'l‘.'!l‘l.
His apprehension of the situation, however, was not enter-
tained by general officers in Southern Kentueky, and (General

el

(larter, deeming the danger to the command at Somerset

justification for moving without direct orders, left London
with the [First and Second Tennessee I""L_'_'.IIL1.|‘!I|-5 i]l'l‘w'!!lll'l-'!' TI]I._
and reached General Schoepf on the Oth. When he started
he sent a messenger to recall Colonel Garrard from a recon-
noissance which he was con ucting toward Barboursville, that
he also might follow as quickly as possible ; buf subsequent
orders required Colonel Garrard to remain at London.

On the 2d of December, General Buell issued an order oiv-
ing brigade and division organization to the troops under his
I'HllL!!l:II'l"!._ .Hl_\]'ll[:' them l.".ﬂlnil'L"Li\rl‘l.l\' 'i|lL"'.\1'||1_\' of the ll]|i._1,_"
and assiening brigade and division commanders. By this
order the brigades were numbered consecutively throughout
the army and not by divisions. On the Gth, in obedience to
the general order of the department commander, General
Thomas formally assumed command of the First Division.
This division comprised four brigades, and other troops, desig-

||;||4'|1 = 1I|\i]|l".\'.“":

(‘olonel Vanderveer had been ordered to Camp Dick Robinson while en

route to Lebanon.
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First Bri gade.
Brigadier-Geeneral Albin Schoepf commanding.
33d Regiment Indiana Volunteers, Colonel John Coburn.
17th Iu_._-—'llllt'lli. Ohio Volunteers, Colonel J. M. Connell.

12th Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, Colonel W. A. TToskins.

58th Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Colonel E. D. Bradley.

;‘\‘.'.qm-f _i'_ra]x'f:rfrff-l'f‘.
Colonel M. D. Manson commanding,
~1I'El “t'l‘_"'.llm'lﬂ. I{L.'“j[h‘]{'\' \.'IJIH[I[L‘I_']',“? (_.11_1[1_111L'.l "“ 1‘" -i.'-‘l'_‘f_
14th Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Colonel J. B. Steedman.
10th Regiment Indiana Volunteers, Colonel M. ID. Manson.
10th Regiment Kentucky Volunteers, Colonel J. M. Harlan,

Third Brigade.
Colonel Robert L. McCook « U]IIIII.:II']III
18th United States Infantry, Colonel H. B. Carrington.
2d Regiment Minnesota Volunteers, Colonel H. P. Van Cleve.
abth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Colonel F. Vanderveer,
9th Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Colonel R. L. MeCook.

_Jf'.'l"-""f-'r."r.‘ .r";,. ? -'-’n'r
Brigadier-General S. P. Carter commanding
Ist Regiment East Tennessee Volunteers, Colonel R. R. Byrd.
2d Regiment East Tennessee Volunteers, Colonel J. P. S. Carter.
Ttl !n.':_:]lll\'lu Kentucky Volunteers, Colonel T, T. Garrard.
31st Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Colonel M. B. Walker
_ljll.,lll,al'.'efll_n' 101 r.',f,\,.-;l.'l.u.'-."l fo f.,'f'rlrl,f.-.r;.l", Q
1st Regiment Kentucky Cavalry, Colonel F. Wolford.
| -'l'.l.ulinn Indiana ( ::\.||t|\¢ Captain Graham.
Battery B, 1st Kentucky Axrtillery, Captain J. M. Hewitt.
Battery B, 1st Ohio Artillery, Captain W. B. Standardt.
; s I
Battery C, 1st Ohio Artillery, Captain D. Kinney.

Major W. E. Lawrence commanding artillery.

As Zollicoffer, having a force greatly superior to General
Bchoepf, withheld attack, General Buell still feared that,
under cover of his offensive attitude at Somerset, he might

advance with the greater portion of his command on Colum-
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bia, and then unite with Buckner, he ovdered General Thomas

Bovle in command at Colum-

to place |=|'i:_l':lt].it'l'—{;[_‘Hl.']'.'lr Al z
hia. with instructions to fortify his position, and observe the ‘p l
enemy very closely toward the Cumberland river. He also !
1-1'Il"'t'1r-.'t| General Thomas to move Brigadier-General Ward,
with his command, from '-|m||lu-H<\'i!]1- to Green river, in L
readiness to reinforce General Boylein case of need. In har- 1
mum with these prec: autions. Colonel Wolford, with a ]...].,.m LU
f his regiment, was pos sted for ontlook at Williams’ Inm ,
miles from the Columbia and Somerset road, with his piclkets 10
well offered toward the enemy, to give timely notice of his >
approach to Columbia, or of his m: arch into central Kentue lcy, U
through {':lm-.\'\'illw. | A
I the meantime, Zollicoffer became more demonstrative in L
the vicinity of Somerset. His cavalry on the right, provoked } it
a spirited skirmis sh with the Thirty-fifth Ohio, three miles from A
."u-am-l.«vl_ \~.||1|']| resulted in the loss of two or three men on 225
each side. The enemy had previously captured Major Helveti, <A
y, and Captain Prime, who had been too venture- 'II
some in making observations. ('
Fearing that General Schoepf might be overpowered by S
Zollicoffer, General Thomas l':'lilll.‘rﬂ_'\_"] General Buell to per- =
mit him to g0 1o his assistance. As has been stated, General I.“
HIIL‘H]linl]l1l‘.!n11-.\ dire etoed liim r.'-"'-."l'_]||-|.|.-3:_r-.-f|:i'.|§-|-|-||1.--.*|!_=', :“‘”
and now, when danger seemed still more imminent, he for- 5,
bade him to take troops to Somerset, expressing the hope that &)
General T‘;r*|||1l'l||‘ wonld be able to l[.l“l'\'l' ::{-.-||".r~'|:1‘\'l' across the 2
Cumberland, and asserting that he did notintend to be divert |
from more 1IJ|[|urt't;l:|I PUrposes |.'-\' the ‘|]|:|-1_'-."|',|_|__-' affairs at ar
Somerset. These purposes doubtless had reference to opera- AL
tions in the direction of Columbia. as he ordered General 'L'".l,
Thomas to be ready fora quick transfer of one or two brigades e
to that ]l]:!r.'l'. As the -m]*\‘ ]J»'i]u for General :""I'l‘lltll']ll. at coin- G
mand. General Thomas, December 11th, ordered Colonel M. ]'f"
B. Walker from arnp Dick Robinson to Somerset. e
At this time, Zollicotter’s cavalry were ravaging the country _II:.:
about Jamestown and Creelsboro, and General Hindman, in o
command of about seven thousand men, was threatening i:}ll_
Columbia from Bear Wallow and More’s Hill. The cavalry I-HI:I

s - T T ——— T
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GENERAL THOMAS UNDER GENERAL BUELL, -3:3
of the enemy were driven baeck conjointly, by Colonel Wol-
ford from Williams’ farm ; Lieutenant-Colonel Tetcher. of the

First Kentucky Cavalry, from Columbia, and Colonel Taz-

zard, In act of conveying a large party of loyal Tennessecans,
from Burksville. Thus, General Hindman’s advance resulted
in 1,.|i_'|Ji|.l:'Ew_\'HHl] menace. The Confederate generals in Ken-
tneky, seemed reluctant to assume the offensive with such
5.||--]:i‘.'|-{|c-.~:-: as had heen anticipated. Two facts may account
for their gentleness: Their armies were weaker than our
commanders had supposed, and they were doubtless waiting
for more active support from Kentucky secessionists. TFor
while it was true that Kentuckians swelled the Confederate
armies very considerably, Kentucky secessionists, as a whole,
were more noisy than warlike To quicken their zeal for the

reh icit their active support, Zollicoffer issued a

ellion and e

proclamation December 16th, in which he presented Southern

Opinions concerning the causes of the war, and the purposes

En;_*' to their 1'l'*',.|'1‘

of the North in prosecuting it, and, appea
dices and passions, urged Kentuckians to assist him in driv-
ing the Northern hordes across the Ohio river. e intimated
that 1 brave Kentuckians would refuse to aid the disheart-
ened forces of the government in their effort to subjugate the
South, and heartily join their Southern brethren, the success of
the South would be assured. There was, however, no response,

jproximate correspondence, with the boastful tone

even 11 a

of the proclamation.

A reconnoissance by General Schoepf, in strong foree, with
artillery, on the 18th, revealed the fact that Zollicoffer was
1 side of the Cumberland, in the

o on the nort

intrenchin
angle formed by the junction of Fishing ereck and that river,
with his lines of fortification extended to each stream. Gen-
nl';;i :":I'I]Ht']lfl IIJIJ\'L'tl TH\‘\'.‘:]'I[ 1||.I.-'~ 1'|'1Hi1inil ill two 1"']Il]tl]1‘-. T]ll‘.
heavier under his own command, and the other under General
Carter, But not intending an assault, he accomplished nothing
beyond pushing back the cavalry of the enemy, and ascertain-
ing his probable purpose, as indicated by his repose behind his
tortifications. The same day Colonel IHoskins made a recon-
noissance to Waitsboro, but found no enemy.

General Buell, having finally concluded that it was impor-

D e R e

| T

Ehiandia nindabitunin MLAALALRARL M AR MRARAL L LR T s LA i R b e iad Lha




54 GENERAL THOMAS UNDER GENERAL BUELL,

tant to dislodee Zollicoffer, directed General Thomas, Decem-
ber 20th, to t'-Hl[HEHHl.Tl':t["U. with General Schoepf, and arrange
for a combined attack. General Thomas was to move in force
from Lebanon, through Columbia, and strike Zollicoffer’s left
flanle, while General Schoept should assanlt in front. Aeccord-
inelv. on the 81st, General Thomas started from Lebanon,
with Colonel Manson’s brigade and two regiments of Colonel
MecCool's, to march by way of Campbellsville, Columbia, and
Weblys Cross-roads. Heavy rains had swollen the streams
and rendered the roads almost impassable, and the progress
of the command was very slow, and at times was almost en-
tirely arrested. But after o toilsome march of eighteen days,
'[Ft"l]'I:lﬂll."- of Manzon’s and McCook’s brigades and Kinney’s bat-
tery reached Logan’s Cross-roads, a point ten miles from Zolli-
coffer’s intrenched camp. As the Fourth and Tenth ]\F*.‘HII‘.I'].\_\'
reciments, the Fourteenth Ohio, and Eighteenth United States
le,i':ll'-fl'_‘-' ware still in the rear. General Thomas halted to
await their arrival and communicate with General Schoepf.
.”-' Ile::-[u il -':I!'n-ILHE I|-I.=!n---"!|':c-I! Hi' []u'-. I|'||'h|.l< iH |'|:|:.|f]. [H*-i1.|'.|':'

the Tenth Indiana, Wolford’s eavalry, and Kinney’s battery

on the direet road to the n'!|!'|l|“\".-' ]lH:-'iI]-a'.l. :ll1|| ||!.‘%|"!!|:' the
Ninth Ohio and Second Minnesota regiments on the Roberts-
llnl'i road,. three-fourths of a mile to the I"=:_"|II. To |:E'*-*'-\'»'||if'.

Flll‘fil‘in-'e_'_ he threw ont strong !-]u-[uri--' 1"'.""’”‘1 the I'|I1|||-l'|r-ll of
”:1‘ Somerset ;mll _1\|i|| -‘“"lll':.ltf_"ﬁ I‘H;!'l \'\'il|| !,|||- one |=':|-f'||1lc_1' ||§—
rectly to the enemy, and posted cavalry pickets some distance
in advance of those of the infantry. After consultation with
General Schoepf, General Thomas directed him to send to
his camp the Twelth Kentucky, First and Second Tennessece
regiments, and Standardt’s battery, to remain until the troops
in the rear should come up. Having heard in the evening of
the 17th of January, 1862, that a large train of wagons, with
its escort, was I'I||';|][|||l'l| on the HIJ]I['E‘i:—]m]'[ and Danville
road, six miles from the camp of the Fourteenth Ohio, he or-
dered Colonel Steedman to send his Wagons forward under
strong eunard, and then to march with his own and Colonel
[Tarlan’s regiment to the place where the train and escor
were said to be encamped, and capture or disperse them,

ITll!' next Gi:!:\', ”Ii' |'1l=lll'1|| I‘C|'I|‘il1-'|(|\' I‘i'l'.i'altll'il.f. Tha- JJJIH:l“ull
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GENERAL THOMAS UNDER GENERAL BUELL. 55
of Michigan engineers, and Wetmore’s battery joined Gen-
eral Thomas.

General Crittenden, who had recently assumed command
of the Confederate army at Mill Springs, was not ignorant of
the approach of General Thomas, and hoping to erush him
hefore he could concentrate his command, moved acainst him
early on the morning of the 19th. At about 5} o’clock a. .
the national cavalry pickets encountered the enemy, and,
slowly retiring, reported to Colonel Manson the :'.--]':'-‘.':.--I. of
the army. Colonel Manson immediately threw forward the

Tenth Indiana, ordered the Fourth Kentucky to move in sup-

port, and then in person made known to General Thomas the

state of affairs at the front. General Thomas sent him back

to his command, with Instruetions to hold the enemy in check

until the other troops could be brought into action. In a few
1

minutes all were formed and 1n motion to the field. excent the

battalion of Michigan engineers and Captain Greenwood’s

company of the Thirtieth Ohio, who were left as camp onard,
Upon going to the field soon after, General Thomas found
the Tenth Indiana formed in front of their encamj
i_r:l,"-'lza'l"v' awaltine orders, and threw them forward to
port of thedfourth Kentucky, which was the only entire regi-
ment then L"Z|',_\'_"!I'_I"t'|l. He' then rode forward to observe the

i

L : ] 1: ol ; 3 e
enemy, .'|I||| !||:||~|- suen t'.l-~[~-|~||-.-.|||- HE >!]|'-'.'.~.~|-I| Iresistance

[lll]li”l“lllli‘ \T\'c-‘lﬂ'“ ]:" .|'i'.'|"'!!"|| I.!H' l"'.‘::..|'51| .IE' ;f
Kentucky, Tenth Indiana, and Wolford’s cavalry, he discov-

1
|

l.'I'i'-:] IIEI.,' L_'|:\.'|I|I‘.- Lll..i‘[;lfll"ll'll!;' i||l'--‘|I'_;'|| a corn-tield |"_'_;':l.ii| e '1[
of the Fourth |{.;-||1||.-1;‘~,-‘ which was |'.-.-"i~5‘||.|.:‘ the foe in front
with |||'|""-'_."'!L'!l:. ||}‘:|\'|-1'_‘.‘, To thwart this flanlt movement, he
ordered up General Carter’s ||!']_‘,:';IL:‘~-. which was yel some dis-

tance in the rear, and a section of Kinney's battery, and

[II'IIIJIllllil'\' put Kinney’s guns in |H-.~iI‘:|-I| at the n--'ll-_"u- of the

field to the left of the Fourth Kentucky, which rendered effi-

clent service in ::l'l'--sl".!t_:' a reciment of Alabamians moving
against the left of Colonel Fry’s regiment. Ile also brought
up the Second Minnesota and Ninth Ohio. it the former in
the room of the Fourth Kentucky and Tenth Indiana, now

nearly out of ammunition, and placed the Ninth Ohio in line

on the right of the road.
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56 GENERAL THOMAS UNDER GENERAL BUELL,

Immediately after these dispositions had been made, the
enemy opened fire in such manner as indicated his determi-
nation to overwhelmn General Thomas hefore additional troops
|--:=.|]:[ he TH'rJII_'_{'hT into :u-[iull. 'I‘1Ht' IIl‘ElI“Il\' half 1l ]Jtllll' I]:a-.
contest was most obstinately maintained, on both sides, when
the two gallant regiments (Second Minnesota and Tenth Ohio)
were supported on the left by the First and Second East Ten-
nessee regiments under General Carter, and the Twelfth Ken-
tucky, under Colonel Hoskins. The fire of these fresh troops
soon caused the enemy’s right to give ground, and while the
Second Minnesota kept up a most galling fire in the center,
the Ninth Ohio, with fixed bayonets, made a most determined

charge and completely turned his left flank, when the whole
line was swept from the field.
As soon as practicable the regiments were reformed, sup-

plied with ammunition, and pressed forward in vigorous pur-

suit. A show of resistance was made by a smal body of
cavalry, which was routed by a few shots from Standardt’s
battery, otherwise the whole force, in disorderly rout, hurried
to the protection of their intrenchments. Colonel Steedman.
vith his own regiment, and Colonel Harlan’s, and General
Schoepf, with his brigade, joined General Thomas, in time to
participate in the pursuit.

When near the intrenched cammp of the enemy, the |!'~m[1r=
were deployed, and advanced in line of battle to the summif

of the hil

at Moulden’s. From this hill vigorous cannonading

by Standardt’s and Wetmore’s batteries was maintained until
cark. i\“iillu'l".'-r ||'.|':it'."l'x' WIS |'{.‘Il'l"] 011 :_|||-_ extreme t'.l:_"ilF at
Russell’s to deter the enemy from crossing at the ferry, and

full preparation was made for storming the intrenchments on

i L | i ‘ S ' 14 1 = 't 3 i
.|_-:- |"=!:"""'.'-- Imorning., ]:Iu lllll'l.:ll'_'_' [|1I- ||II::]:.E []u' enemy

abandoned his fortifications, and everything within them,
crossed the river quietly and burned his boats. The national
troops moved upon the fortifications the nex morning, but
found no enemy to defend them. The destruction of the
boats prevented immediate pursuit, and the dispersion of the

I'Jll_‘|||.\- 111 il.] l.:",-]'.g-l'i-ilr“-; -;al [ltf'il' utter 'li'i|]‘|ll;1.|.|zll|i||!| ,l““[

1ste to escape, rendered any ubsequent general pursuit en-
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tirely useless, and General Schoept’s brigade alone followed
the enemy to Monticello.

The enemy left in his intrenchments all his badly wounded,
twelve picces of artillery, a heavy amount of ammunition, a
large number of small arms, one hundred and fifty Wagons,
more than a thousand horses and mules. and abundant quar-
termaster and commissary stores. THis flags, left upon the
battle-field, gave evidence of hig positive defeat, and the
wounded left in the intrenchments revealed his absorbine
anxiety to reach the south banlk of the Cumberland. :

General Crittenden moved against General Thomas with
ten |'L""il|1='|J1‘-'- of irll'liluil"\' besides inde pe ndent comp anies, six
pieces of artillery, and two or more battalions of cavalry. He
was defeated by six regiments of infantry, one battery, and a
portion of Wolford’s cavalry. He lost, as far as known. in
Iilled, \.\".||:|l‘|'\'1|.;1“||. prisoners, three hundred .-”u] ninety-two
men.  Of this aggregate, one hundred and ni nety-two were
killed, including General Zollicoffer, who was killed by a shot
trom the |||=|n| of ( 1~ri|:||\| D, ]I\ As he f|'|| n the CIISis
of the cngagement, his |--=-‘ "'1i'\' -'f-];il'f\!|1II1'll to the I“*i"'fll-
fiture of the enemy. Lieutenant DBailie Peyton was also
among the slain. Both of these were men of prominence
and influence in the rebellion.

General Thomas lost Islllf':.‘\'-llllllt' killed, i!||'|lll|]?|_:' one com-
missioned officer, and two hundred and seven wounded.
.,\'I.|I.L‘:I_E,:' the latter were Colonel Robert MeCook and Lieuten-
ant Andrew Burt, of the Tenth Ohio, i'i"]l" ald- |l"'t-lllii| 0
the general commandi Lng,

'I'nn victory at Mill Springs was the first decisive one that

crowned the national arms, and it gave Joy and hope to the
loyal everywhere. In its positiveness, il was the type of the
grander trinmph at Nashville in the last but most decisive
field engagement which occurred in llu West during the war.
The President issued : congratulatory order, and the gen-
eral in chief charged Ge ruzd] Buell to eonvey his thanks to
+-'--||-| al Thomas and his troops for this brilliant victory.
These official expressions of thanks were not more » emphatic

1]I.ll_- was the :‘EHFIIEHIH'IHI.“ utterance of .'_{]‘.'Lill-lllt! |-_'\' the

IH.'Ill-}llu‘_
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58 GENTRAL THOMAS UNDER GENERAL BURLL,

1i[1i|'|-.'I1‘|;:I[|'1.‘:' after the battle of Mill 5|1|"|Il"-".-'__ General
Thomas concentrated his command at Somerset, and there
awaited the development of general plans for offensive opera-
tions. The success of General Grant and Commodore Foote
at Fort Henry, on the Cumberland river, February 6, 1862, in-
duced General Buell fo concentrate his forces for a co-
operative movement in pressing back the enemy’s line. He
accordingly ordered the first division to Lebanon., At Leba-
non (Ifebruary 15th), General Thomas received orders to move
his division as rapidly as possible by way of’ Bardstown, New
Haven. and Munfordsville, to take part in the contemplated
operations against Bowline Green. Before this movement
could be execented, the order requiring it was revoked, and on
the 22d General Thomas was directed to proceed with his di-
vigion. and the First Ohio Cavalry, then at Bardstown, by
forced marches, to Louisville, to embark for the Cumberland
fiver. This order was promptly executed, and on the 26th
the division took boats at Louisville and debarked at Nash-

ville tl:ll"mg‘ the 2d, .‘Ft], and 4th :l.‘:l\'-i of March.

[GENERAL ORDERS NO. 37.]

IIEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFIOE,
WasHmNgron, November 9, 1861,
The following departments are formed from the present Department of
the West:
2 e

IV. The Department of the Ohio. To consist of the States of Ohio,
Michigan, Indiana, that portion of Kentucky east of the Cumberland
river, and the State of Tennessee, to be commanded by Brigadier-General

D. C. Buell; headquarters at Louisville.

“‘. order :
JULIUS P. GARESCHE,

g

ant ff}"f-:e.-:!- (Feneral.

S A
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[GENERAL ORDERS NO. 1.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OnIo,
LLE, IK¥., November 15, 1861,
]

I. In pursuance of General Orders No. 37, of the 9th instant, from the

1

Adjutant-General's office, Brigadier-General D. C. Buell hereby assumes

,-.)1]|,:|:|:|_]||_l_ of the ].’t"]lﬂ rtment of the Ohio.

By command of General Buell.

Assistant Adjula

HEeADQUARTERS Firsr KEexTUcky BRIGADE.
CraB OrcHARD, November 17, 1861,
or-Gleneral D. C. Buell, Commanding Depariment of the Cum!
45 .Irl‘:"l.".

GexeraL:—Captain T. 8. Ey

ts, Assistant Adjutant-General, arrived

to-day at 5 p. m. Ile informs me that your verbal orders are to move my

the warons, 5] 1..1_ -

command in the direction of Columbia. Some

ing to the regiments just arrived, have not yet reached this place, thi

roads between this and London being in such wretehed condition. The
regiments w ill not be ready to move before |II|.I If the road from
here to London remains in the same condition as now, it will not
possible to subsist the troops there through the winter, and I would re-

X

spectfully recommend that they be withdrawn. They now have on

hand nearly one month's supply of provisions, and forty rounds of am-
munition
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. H. THOMAS,
Brigadier-General U, 8. V. Comn

HespovarTers DEPARTMENT oF THE (OHIo,

LovisvitLe, K¥., November 18, 1861,

J‘ff:‘a-,r.«‘--:-.-'a'-'.-‘—r’.'.w..-,"..u-" Geo. H. Thomas, Commanding Division, Crab Orchard, I

Sir:—General Buell directs me to say, that the orders he has given you
in reference to the movement of your commancd '-1-.'|'=--||1|-'='|-'|-= the whole

the depo

of it, and it will in consequence not be necessary to continue
from which you are now supplied. You will come upon a line, of which
Louisville, and not Cincinnati, will be the main depot.

e

[ am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ARSTAPANLELAL ML LA I Rl an da ol kvE i a

tedafnlisitaimeneassgnibash
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-

LovisvitLe, Kv., November 22 1861,

Goneral Thomas, Danville, Ky.
If the regiments at London have not started to move at the time you
can communicate with them, order them to remain at London,

Bv command of General Buell,

J. B. FRY,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Stajf. l

Cane Terry Bovie, November 28, 1861,
(74 nerad .|'r;".'.l 8.
GExERAL :—There is no doubt that Zollicoffer, with eight thousand men,

inton and Wayne, the advance being close to the Cumberland

river. Thev will cross the river in ashort time and take Somerset, and go \
on Danville, or Crab Orchard, if not prevented. They are at this time

l'l_JII"iI'I!I';i||;.’.’ boats to cross the river.

FRANK WOLFORD. !

RIGADE, |

Heapgrarters Easr Texxessee B
Camp CALVERT, November 28, 1561.
-General Geo. H, Thomas, U. 8. A.,

GENERAL:— * * * This morning I rec

wding, ete., D muville. l"

ved a dispatch from Col-

onel Hoskins, stating that he was threatened with an attack by the ‘

rebels, whose forces were estimated at from three thousand to ten thous-

and, and asking me for assistance, but as my orders are fo remain at Lon- |

don, I can mot, without authority from headquarters, go to his aid.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. CARTER,

LouvisviLLE, November 20 1361.
General Thomas, Lebanon.
[ have communication from General Boyle. He will speak to you on

ct. 1 don't expect Zollicoffer to eross the Cumberland in force,

but he will try by demonstration to drive us from Somerset, or even at- i
tack there if we are not watchful; and he will prepare the means of
erossing, so a8 to threaten our flank, if we advance. We will be organized
to-day. In the meantime consider yourself in command of everything

east of New IHaven, but make ne rtant move without referring to me,

except to avert immediate danger. ¥ * #* Getyourresimentsin order

as rapidly as possible, and be alw ready to move. 1 wish to avoid for

the present anything like threate: demonstrations, and only be pre- }

for emergenocies, until we are ready to act.
D. C. BUELL,

.Ir;- .’.. f'f'lF:":-J-'fl-! neT of ‘-.I".'n': '.':'.’.-':':'r’-n'll"}.
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BY TELEGRAPH FROM HEADQUARTERS, LOUISVILLE. KY,
Lesaxox, December 6, 1861,

General Thomas

Send no more reinforcements to General Schoepf, until you report to
me; his force was suflicient at first. Order General Boyle is !Il'l:-l-'<-|-||_ s
Illllt””i'i:l LOALOELONS “IHE ]{H']' hi-'“ scouts well Ont I||‘.\'.-|J'li the i'|,:|||..-:'_
land; caution all officers to ascertain and report facts, not mevaly forward
rumors; see that no more troops march without ammunition: direct
General Schoepf to arrest Captain Dillion, and forward charges against
him. 2

}:."f..;._-._=l_.-. r-lreneral am ,-_.:..-r_,-_r'-.r.,'-l
HeADQUARTERS First Divistoy, DEPARTMENT OF THE On1o.

Levaxox, Desember 8 1861,

jer-(reneral Seha eni. Comman ."-a-.'--l-' it Somersel. K,

Gexeran:—The following dispatch was received this evening from de

rapsn

partment headquarters, per telegr:

“The affairs at Somerset are annoyving, but T do not intend to be diverted

more than necessary from more important purposes. I hope Schoepf

will be able to drive the enemy across the river again. Keep an eye on
Columbia, and be prepared to push a brigade or two rapidly to that point.
Organize and equip your brigades as rapidly as possible: see 131;;1- they
have ammunition, i

[Signed, ]

The above was in answer to my telegram . to know if 1

should go to your ass nce, General Buell ha y directed me

to send no more reinforcements until I had reported to him, You must

do the best you ean under the circumstances.
Respectiully,
GE(Q). H . THOMAS,
U. 8. V. Commanding,

BY TELEGRAPH FROM HEADQUARTERS.
Lepaxos, December 11, 1861
:l” ’Jlu neral .!l..'.' i
Does |;|";|-|'_[]
At what _|.’_;|--.-_ or on what road are they ? What kind of troi PSS A thoy

composed of ?  Order General Bovle to take a strong POst

GIE *

1 forw

and fortify himself. Order General Ward to move his comman

ab once to Green river, so as to be ready to reinforee Columbia in case of
an actual attack Be prepared to move promptly in any direction, but

]-‘.»-n-]- up the regular duties of vour command

speedily with Schoepf through Liberty? Answer

,|'l|'.' i trer-Cieneral € '--,_-, THT ._r:'J,,'r_

I',n_-,'l._- report the enemy as :|IE‘.':|!:-':|II_:.' on Columbia?

Can you not communicate

e R e

TP

)
|

a7 ' -
-lli'.“*"hlh“q..-uu-..tu.uvuuv;u-u.ur..-.u--:ﬂ'--u.-ul.-.-u'“h..‘..-_..-_-,_L‘,u....- i




32  GENERAL THOMAS UNDER GENERAL BUELL.
HeADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT oF Tue Omio,

LovisvinLe, Kx., December 29, 1861,
1 you a sketch of the country about Somerset, which

(GENERAL :—1 8enc
We conversed about the ad-

shows more of the roads than your maps.
vancement on Zollicoffer through Columbia, and if you remember my
idea it is hardly necessary to add anything on the subject. It is for you
aninst his left and endeavor to cut him off from his bridge,

f with whom of course you will communicate, attacks in

1O move d

while Schoey
The maps will indicate the proper moves for that object., The re-
at least a severe blow to him, or a hasty flight across the

front.
gult should be
But to effect the former, the movement should be made rapidly

jlll\.lllh-
ghould be vigorous and decided. Thereshould

and secretly, and the blow
lay after your arrival. It would be better not to have under-

he no d

taken it if it shounld result in confining an additional force merely to
watching the enemy.
1

Take such portion of the cavalry from Columbia as you think neces-

Draw all the supplies you can irom the country, and move as light

s possible,
Having accomplished the object, be ready o move prompily in any
direction, but wait until you hear from me, unless circumstances should

require you to move without delay, as 1 may want you to proceed from

there fo the other matter about which we > conversed.
Acknowledge receipt of this by l--]--gl'nll]a and report frequently.

Very respectiully, your obedient servant,

ErL st e i s r e =
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CHAPTER VII.

ORGANIZATION AND OPERATIONS OF THE SECOND, THIRD, FOURTH,
FIFTH, AND SIXTH DIVISIONS.

Wuexy General Sherman assumed command of the depart-
ment he left Drigadier-General L. H. Rousseau, recently pro-
moted, in command of all the T]'uan[u'- on the Louisville and
Nashville road, near Elizabethtown. The latter at once

moved his command to Nolin, t]i-i“\"zll]‘i'l' miles distant {from

Lounisville. [Here, l':|||t|- Nevin was esta lighed, in which the

Socond ||I .:-_-§1~r| was -nl'_L{':lI!i?.n'4|.

| Eilh 1 > 1
By General S

MeCook assnmed command. October 14th. He [n!‘n-.'u_-vl|l--i at

||']'|}l:||'|..~' 1l]'i|l'|'. lzl'.'.'""'||.|l'i"£lli']!"']'ill 'l'l "'I'i)

onece to 'li'_'l':ll_li?'.-‘ ]l!']_:_":'.-:]k':-'_ i|i]|[|'.'|'|‘-l the I‘1'__='Il_'||i-|gE-' Ij;]ll heen
thrown together without definite relations. On the 18th,

General MeCoole announeced the orcanization of the central

H||.. .':-l!'.]nh'i‘z of I[I!‘l'l- '|II"I';':J'|----'.||--='I'_f'||::‘.---:' a8 the |'--IIJ|'i‘5!_

Fifth, and Sixth, and commanded respectively by Brigadier-
Generals L. H. Roussean, T. J. Wood, and R. W. Johnson.
This division was simply a provisional one, and sustained no
.~|'-""I;'] relations to other commands in the ni-'l[r:|r".||||-!.|l. Sueh

organization was imperatively needed, both for the instruction
of new troops and for effective resistance, in the event of at-
tack. As separate regiments arrived, they were added to the
il]'i;;';;-iwi :::.]"'1:51_'\' formed. But when the bricade under
Brigadier-General J, 8. Negley reached Camp Nevin, its or-
canization was maintained, and it was styled the Seventh
hrigade,

Upon the organization of the “Army of the Ohio,” General

MceCook’s command beeame the Second division. This

Hinid i i
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64 2p, 3p, 4TH, 5TH, AND GTH DIVISIONS.

change of ﬂﬂﬁiﬂlh”iﬂll\VﬂﬁLanirh|”}'1U[H{n]H11w[J)Cconihor 3d.
llﬁ5;11nunnu1;ﬁ}muﬂzuHLulxrusnslldhnrﬁ;
.I"l'.}”}'ffllé _:rrf."ﬂ‘.r,l'lf."r.l'lr’.
Bricadier-General L. T1. Rousseau commanding,
[st Reeiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel B. F. Smith.
5th Reciment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Colonel . M.

Buckley.
6th Reciment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Colonel T, T. Crit-

tenden.

it Battalion, 15th U. S. Infantry. | yr.: =
1hII-J.hd!nn,j_d]tlr. . Infantr, > Major John Il. King.
1st Battalion, 19th U. S. Infantry. | : £

Fifth Brigade.
.Illl'.l.'_"'illlil‘l"(‘I'"l]"]IHI '_JI‘, .I‘ \\'l'lllﬂi c'1r:|]]i|:||]1.|‘lill'_1',
29th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Colonel John F.

Miller.

30th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Clolonel Sion S,

Baes.

34th Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, Colonel E. N.

Kirl,

77th Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, Colonel F.

S. Stambangh.
Sixth Drigade.

Brigadier-General R. W. Johnson commanding.

15th Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel M. R. Dickey.
49th Regiment Ohio Volunteer []If-;:‘.lf]'_'\'. Colonel W. H. Gib-

BOI1.

Y

Willich.

39th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Colonel T. J. Har-

180,

Brigadier-General J. 8. Negley commanding.

st Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer [nfantry, Colonel J. C.

Starlkweather.

38th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Colonel B. T,

Seribner,

] . - A EE LY T T T e e

32d Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Colonel August
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78th Regiment Pennsylvania ""'L"]”Hl'”i;tt':l']—_Hﬁl.lli'f'_\_', Colonel Wil-
liam Sirwell.

79th Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, Colonel H.
A. ”;ttl]]:l'i_;‘]ﬂ.

1st Regiment Kentucky Cavalry, Colonel Buckner Board.
Battery A, 1st Ohio Artillery, Captain C. 8. Cotter.
Battery A, 1st Kentucky Artillery, Captain D. C. Stone.
26th Pennsylvania Artillery, Captain Chas. F. Mueller.,

Nearly two months had now been spent In preparing this
division for active gervice. As yet no attempt had been made

to press baclk 1[1"*.‘!IE']!l_‘t'-_.'ihrl no tichtine had ocenrred. except
I

g I‘.l\..llllll.!-:h “-‘Ii]J I]“'l‘ lI“"'“l.“-'. AVl "y ||'\' £l | d.C || nent ||:I |EI|-.
,]1J_i|u1_|,-.:!5|:?|| [ndiana, under Lieutenant-Colon .] rvis, 4 fow

miles from ( |IJI1 Nev |r|. which resulted in a L‘;'!._:.irll loss to the
enemy. _]:I‘l on the 9th of December. pursuant to instruckions
irom General Buell, General McCook issued orders for an ad-
vance. The Nnexyt 1Mo 'ui!lg_f (zeneral .fn|_||-_-_~1...:| moved his bri-
gade toward Munfordsville, a village on ilie north bank of
Green river. Ie encamped at Bacon ereek to await the con-

struction of bridges for the passage of {rains and artillery, but

threw forward a detachment of the Thirty-second Indiana to
Green river, the enemy retiring as our troops advanced. Two
days later, the remaining brigac l..f of the division reached
Bacon crecls, and l[n- B

i
at Green river, 1e]l Will .-!, threw two companies of his

th brigade moved upon its vancuard

regiment across i||-' river to prevent surprise duri o the con-
struction of a temporary bridge. By working day and night,
the Thirty-second Indiana completed the bridge on the morn-
ing of the 17th. TFour companies of this regiment, under
Lieutenant-Col nel Von Trebra. at once erossed antiadvanaad
to the declivity of a hill near Rowlett’s Station. and an equal
number were placed at the bridge as a reserve. Barly in the

afternoon the ]Iiu-]ig_.lﬁ observed the enemy in the woods to

their right and front, and Colonel Von Trebra sent two com-
panies against them., The ene my fell back without resisting,
and the national troops in pursuit suddenly received a volley
from a squadron of e wvalry. They returned the fire, and then

i
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foll back in order. This was the commencement of a spirited
fioht, which was maintained for an hour and a half. With

alternation of advance and retreat, additional troops

cach

were brought into action, until the |'.I|5_:'|.|l |'||11||1:'¢h:.1-:4 were

hotly engaged with a greatly superior force, including in-

fantry, cavalry, and artillery, The enemy’s cavalry made re-
peated charges, at times with temporary success, but with final
defeat. under the lead of Colonel rrl'l‘r'l'\'. of the *“Texas
Rangers,” whose fall caused their precipitate flicht from the
ficld. At this juncture, Colonel Willich, who Lhad been on
duty at brigade headquarters, appeared, and observing that
the right of his line was giving way before two regiments of
infantry, he drew back and made a new allignment. The
enemy then retreated. General [Tindman claimed in his of-
ficizl report that he withdrew his command in consequence of
the approach of MecCoolk’s division. It was true that the di-
vision was on the north bank of the river, and that the prox-
'.IIZJ.||.\' of reinforcements was announced ]-_‘( Cotter’s ]I:ll:l‘l':\'

‘hirty-

it no other ilx'l.p was afforded the 1

from the south side;

second Indiana.
The marked feature of this contest was the repeated repul-

sion of a heavy force of cavalry attacking with great gallantry,

i:‘\' one-half of a full company of .l!lt.JJ]J'Il'_‘-', well handled in
resistance.

l;l'ill‘l'ill [“I!d]l]:lil.ﬂ ]I-Jl".'l_' {'I>]L.-"'L.-—'l-,'l-| l:l' two ]'I'_'_['illli'|l1..‘" :ellt] a
battalion of iIlE.iI'ILIZ'I‘.'. ] ""'.'-1‘.””‘-'“;‘ and a .‘"i]llllg:l'l"lj of I‘:l‘\':ll_T.\'.
and a battery. The fighting, however, was done mainly by
the cavalry.

The Thirty-second Indiana lost Lieutenant Sachs and eight
men killed and ten wounded. The enemy’s loss was undoubt-

edly greater, although General Hindman’s report only admitted

the loss of Colonel Terry and three others killed and ten
wounded.

Gteneral Buell commended the conduet of the Thirty-second
[ndiana in orders, and authorized the name of “ Rowlett’s

Station ” to be inseribed on their regimental colors.

The Second division, after marching and countermarching,

as the exigencies of the campaign required, followed the

ke R - e s E T T T T ———— e —
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Third division to Nashville, reaching that city on the 3d of
March.

During the summer and fall, Brigadier-General O, M. Mitchell
was 1n command at Cineinnati, chiefly engaged in equipping
troops, collecting supplies, and torwarding men and munitions
for the varions campaigns in progress in the West. On the
19th of November he was relieved and :l*-*i.'.i'[n_'fi ]Jl‘\.' Greneral
Buell to the command of Camp Jenkins, near Louisville. Ken-
tucky. Ile was soon after ordered to Camp John Quiney
Adams, at Bacon creek, to give discipline and organization to
troops there collecting. December 3d, he was assigned to the

command of the Third division, then created which com-

prised three brigades. :
Lighth Brigade.
Colonel J. B. Turchin commanding,

19th Regiment Illinois Volunteer [nfantry, Colonel J. B, Tur-

chin.
37th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Major J. S. Hall.
18th Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel T, R. Stan-

ley.
24th Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, Colonel G, Miha-

lof AR

weventeenth fff‘fl-_;cr.ffc ;
Brigadier-General E. Dumont commanding.

3d Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel John Beatty.
13th Regiment Ohio Volunteer [nfantry, Colonel W, S. Smith.
10th Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel

J. W. Burke.
15th Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Colonel Curran

[’cs!r-_'.

Ninth Brigade.
Colonel J. W. Sill commanding.

22d Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel J. W. Sill.
21st Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel J. S. Norton.
2d Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel I.. A. Harris.
10th Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, Colonel A. R.

| |J.'Ilr.l|1.
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68 2p, 3p, 4TH, STH, AND GTH DIVISIONS.

Artillery.
Captain C. O. T.oomis commanding,
Battery I, First Ohio Artillery, Captain W. P. Edgarton.
Battery. Fifth Indiana, Captain P. Simonson.
:I'i;ttil-r:\'. Cold Water, Michigan, Captain C. O. Loomis.

A large portion of these troops, recently transferrved to the
£k I}(‘i':H'IlJll'Hi of the Ohio.” had seen sprvice under General
Roseerans in Western Virginia, and General Nelson in Eastern
Kentucky. Their experience of war gave veteran character
to the division, and warranted its assignment to the van in the
e, and its subse-

movement upon Bowling Green and Nashwil

quent perilous insulation on the Memphis and Charleston rail-
road. When, on Febrnary 13th, the Second division was
turned back from Munfordsville in the eflort fo reinforce Gen-

l']‘:':i l,:l':u-_[ at -["II'[': l}r|]||-|.-iuill. ‘|!|u- IT||i]'l| t-i.l'x']:-]-"-]1 i|!\'l':'|'-.] Wit

oreat celerity toward Bowling Green to deter the enemy trom
1|'1"'|"|‘-i|'.: I!"--H|_|-—' to ;']-...- Ea--'.l';!lu".ll-['l':l fort, l :|I'E"l\';:| on the
north bank of Barren river, opposite Bowling Green, on the
day following, was announced by the roar of cannon, who

bombs burstine in the i'i‘:_\' .~'||!'--:I'| terror amone the inhabit
ants and hurried the retreat of the rear-guard of General

TIoTI T

Johnston’s army. During the night previous, the e

'||1[|'|_|--<1 |||s|§1 i=:":|§-_1‘4-~' over |5::I'!'-'i| I'II'-.'I-I'. :II|:] th'i.l'l'w |~':\ Ine tlie
city had set fire to the public buildings, railroad cars, and other
property. The swollen stream, without bridges, prevented the
immediate advance of the troops to arrest the conflagration.
The night following, however, by means of a small 'I'""-".""]"';'E
found a few miles down the river, Turchin’s brigade and a few
troopers effected a passage and occupied the city at 5 o’elock
the next morning, saving from destruction a portion of the
I'r1|l'|1-.';'—.~'l-||']{ of the railroad.

The continued hich water offered such a barrier to the trans-

fer of troops, ::E'f'!'||1'l‘_\'__ and trains to the south banlk, that

week elapsed before General Mitehell could resume hisg mareh

toward Nashville. Having, during this time, by great labor,
l'Hll-l'Il.'ll []l_l' |:'I]Ill-|ll_'_'" |||I twWwo l|1|'.|lx_";||]|-:4 ;“||t 1 }|:1.!|L on l[l" .‘:I""-HII
bank, he, on the morning of the 22d, put them in motion with-

out trains, and marching by Franklin,Mitchellsville,and Tyree
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2D, 3D, 4TH, S5TH, AND GTH DIVISIONS, 69

Springs, reached Edgefield, opposite Nashville, in the evening
of the 24th, simultancously with General Buell, who. with :t
thousand men, had used the !'ui“!r.'_"—r-:-u'l{ t':l[a?l!]‘i:l[.‘ll 'I;u'\\'|'lll‘_f
Green. General Buell had learned on the 20th, that General
Johnston had withdrawn his troops from Claiksville, and had
fallen back to Nashwille, ]|I1|'||i|:_;;‘ both bridees at the latter

]

place. Ile had also telegraphed to General Halleck. and sent

a courier to Clarksville, giving information of his movements,
and !'1'|l|lr'-¢|‘iil::' that _',';III|]H.'.':‘E.=: be sent up the river to Nash-
ville.

Soon after, Lieutenant William Nelson, U. 8. N., was super-
seded by General Thomas, at Camp Dick Robinson, he was
|.;-..|__.<.|--<I to the rank of ]-:'_.\_-';1:|'| '}'--\'L"I'Iil'i':lll :4|:r] 1:t't]1-|'|-r-i to

Maysville, Kentucky, to organize a force to operate in the east-

ern part of the state. IIaving driven the rebels from Fastern
Kentucky, he was, late in November, ordered with his command
to Louisville,  On the 3d of December, he was placed in com-

ignated and organized as follows:

T‘r }’frar.' f};'.’..':."r,"r.?f‘_

Colonel Jacob Ammen commandine.,

he Fourth division, composed of three brigades, des-

24th “"\'_'.Iilll'ljl- ”1&5'-’ ‘\va-‘il;|;‘,-,--,-|' .I.ilililll'll':'-'- Colonel .T;:t'ull _"\_]':1-

36th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Colonel William

Grose. .
6th Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel

N. L. Anderson.

Nineteenth f:;‘-'_r;'r-'fn"‘.f :
Colonel W. B. Hazen commanding.

418t Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel W. B. Hazen.
oth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Col. G. C. Moody.,
6th Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Colonel W. C.

\\l\.llllllif!x'k'l'.
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70 2n, 3p, 4rH, HTH, AND 6TH DIVISIONS.

".f'af‘e'.'rr."ijf-.'-';‘r‘r]n:.I'r ﬁ.‘r*f‘lr;r.fr.’r“_
Colonel 8. D. Bruce commanding.

cv Volunteer Infantry, Colonel 8. D.

20th Regiment Kentue
]:r'lt('t'.

1st Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Colonel D. A,
Enyart.

20 Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Colonel T. D.
:""1,-1];'1-\\ .Ir']{.. i

(frfi'rn'f,:'_ﬂ_lf r'-".l'iffr _i,l'l‘l.'.lfl'fnjl'ln'f‘

9d Reriment Indiana ('::\".|||'_\': Colonel E. M. MeCook.

Battery D, 1st Ohio Artillery, Captain A. J. Konkle.

Battery 10, 1st Indiana Artillery, Cap. J. B. Cox.

Battery 7, 1st Indiana Axrtillery, l'.".:.?:lz.i: S. J. Harns.

The division was immediately transferred to Camp Wickliffe,
near New Haven. On Februnary 18th, General Nelson, with
two briecades, moved from New Haven to the Ohio river, to
embark to reinforce Gleneral Grant, at Fort Donelson. Nof

1'4-;.-.-.f|.|!!"_' this destination 1n fime to Ew_'|_:"-'||-‘!'||;5l|' in the reduc-
T

there on the 25th. Iere he was soon after _"-|‘||||--§ f-f.' ('olonel
Bruce with his brigade, who had marched thither by the direct
route throngh Bowling Green.
Early in October, General Sherman
T. L. Crittenden, in command of the troops organizing a
Owensboro and in the vieinity of Henderson. These wre
the Third Kentucky Cavalry, and the Eleventh, Seventeenth,
and Twenty-sixth Infantry, commanded respectively by Col-

onels Jackson, IHHawlkins, Mellenry, and Burbridge. General

Crittenden was first directed to threaten the enemy’s left by a

demonstration against Hopkinsville, held by a thousand men.

1

The enemy evinced ::-'ii'.'_-i}. on this flank, as on the other bhe-
fore General Thomas, and several ='I_|_';'||1 cngagements oceurred
during October. Late in the month a force of four or five
hundred men threatened Colonel ."\[:-E]n-ill"\' it Harttord.
General Crittenden sent Colonel Burbridee from Owenshoro
with two hundred and fifty men, including infantry, cavalry,
and artillery, to his assistance. With his own command, ang-
mented by eighty men from Mecllenry’s

eoiment, under [':|||-

bt g mg e i n r T T T ST T ———

tion of the fort, he Illlll ]l_‘; water to Nashville, arriving .
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2D, 3D, 4TH, 5TH, AND 6TH DIVISIONS. 7y

tain Morton, Colonel Burbridge encountered the enemy at
Woodbury, and routed him, with a loss of about i"li"i_\' killed
and a large number wounded. About the same time. Colonel
McHenry defeated a band of the enemy at Morgantown.

ate in

November. During the earlier portion of the month the

The most formidable menace, however. was made

angmentation of the enemy’s forces at Hopkinsville and Rus-
solville indicated, as was r-:1[";--|-1|--;|. an effort to turn the rielht

of the line. On the 24th, General ]',!'L-L-I{f1||-f-.-]l-_='.- entered

1
Rochester with about four thousand men, and at the same time
il ::l'I:_'"' |_I|-'||'|' l'l‘l'il'\'.'l!-!‘\- :'.']."--illH'l I| |-|'l\|§| ]l‘l;'ll:-'_;il'-‘l.-l]}i' ;;'—!l] OCC1-

11ecl {;-_g-.-||‘||_eu 1€ Indalcanons or tiis movement, 101 80

el
lo 1 A time hefore 1ts exeention, oave General ( ||III time

ze such measures for defense that Breckinridee refrained

10 Ta

from attack and retired to Bowling Green. He had doubtless
meditated the penetration of Crittenden’s line, the destruction

of the locks on Green river, and probably the interruption of
MeCook’s communieations.

On the 2
as commander of the Fifth division, comprising the Eleventh,
’i‘ll:{i"'.“l‘llil.l? and Fourteenth |=_'"|.-,;'.'i--.='-;.

Fileventh Brigadi
Colonel 8. B

EATTY HI.I!!‘.:-iIIii!!'__".
19th Regiment Ohio Veolunteer Infantry, Colonel 8. Deatty.

of December, General Crittenden was appointed

o9th Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel J. . Fyile.
13th Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Colonel W. E.

Hobson.

9th Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Colonel B. C.
Grider.

218t Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Colonel 8. W,
IJ]‘]L'V-

3d Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Colonel T K.

[;'!':Hlil:-'i'll'.
Thirteenth Brigade.
Colonel Charles Cruft commandine.

31st Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Clolonel C. Cruft
44th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Colonel H. B. Reed.
17th Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Colonel J. I

MecHenry.
25th Regiment Kentucky Volunteer [nfantry, Colonel James

]'ﬁ“- ;-'],;|,.|\-,.
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e 2p, 3p, 4TH, 5TH, AND 6TH DIVISIONS.

Axrtillery.
Captain John Mendenhall’s Regular Battery.
f.‘it[lt'tlill r_]llh‘il.'i?ll Bartlett’s Ohio :1'1:1[1~'I'.\'.
Fourteenth Hf'f'_r;r!u'rr‘.
Colonel J. G. Jones commanding.

494 Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel J. G. Jones.
11th “I\';_"‘lllh']l[- _!":l'rllill'i{_‘\' Volunteer ]l:|':l1:l_l'l\', Colonel P. P.

Hawkins.
26th Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Colonel 8. G.

Burbridge.

|'1.:|I'|_".' 111 ]‘1|"’.=!'Ii:i!'l\'_ General Buell ordered the embarkation
of Colonel Cruft’s brigade to join General Grant. This brigcade
reached General Grant at Fort Henry after its reduection,

£

and participated effectively in foreing

e surrender of Fort
Donelson. The bricade was then transferred to General
Halleck, A tew |f;r_.\.'_-4 later. General Crittenden embarked at
Owensboro with the remai
Ohio, and in company wit]

land to Nashville,

I:]|||| -1 :='|‘.-'I':!| [ -[. ‘l“'lr""'.l Wias |".'].|"\'I'i]_ of 'L||-' a'|-||!![|;[[|a]

nder of his division, descended the

1 Nelson proceeded up the Cumber-

of the Fifth brigade, Second divigion, and ordered to Bards-
fl:'\'all.-.\ll'!:-lllr county, Kentucky., on I'!!i,' Z_I!i‘l of .i"-'-'-".LJ].I-":‘,

1861, to establish a eamp of instruction for all arms of the ser-

vice, represented by the troops at that place. He was directed
- i

K8 iljr--'i[ll'l- II.:.;- 11108 I[ll:J':ni!:_-'|3 BVELEIN '!I:I |l~,|- ;|-.| 1=

struction. General Wood displayed such enerey,in compli-

ance, that || the 15th of the .'lll].l-"-.‘--lll'._" month he Sixth
division was |'||ifl'-_ oreanized, and fll\' order of General Buell
he was :I--:-."_'!'-."1| a8 |li'.’"||:||.=-.'l'|1 commander. This division
comprised these bricades:
Fifteenth Brigade.
Colonel M. 8. Hascall commanding.
17th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry. Colonel M.
[Tasecall. .

b8th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Colonel M. S.

IS e,

o

26th Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Colonel E. P. Fv{fo.
3d Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Colonel T. I

Bramlette,




2p, 3D, 4TH, 5TH, AND GTH DIVISIONS, i3

Twentieth Drigade.
Colonel C. G. Harker commanding.

65th Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel ¢, &. Har-
ker.

(4th Regiment Ohio Volunteer Ini'umJ'_'_.': Colonel J. W. For-
sythe.

51st Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Colonel A. D.
Streieht.

13th Regiment Michigan Volunteer I ntantry, Colonel M. Shoe-
malker.

Twenty-first Brigade.
Colonel G. D. Wagner commanding.

15th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Colonel G. D.
Wagner.

40th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Colonel J. W.
!3|;:]{1'.-

5Tth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Colonel W. 8.
H-I‘:It-*,

24th Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Colonel L. G.
Grigsby.

Artill ."Iif'.
5th Ohio Battery, Captain C., Bradley.
6th Indiana ]}:llia-!'}'. Captain George .]':.‘“H.'_il.

10th Indiana Battery, Captain J. B. Cox.

The 8d Ohio {':I‘\-".I|i':\'; Colonel Lewis Z;!hm} was subse-

I‘!Iil_'ll'.ll'\ Illllii"l.

The plan of operations in contemplation at this period re-
quired the aceumulation of supplies at Somerset, and General
Wood was ordered. in conjunetion with General Schoept™s
brigade, of the First division, to employ his division in repair-
ing the road from Lebanon to Somerset through Danville. A

chiange of E‘].;':i| B00nN I'="|'l"!‘|-ll ‘||1-- J':'n';:}.i of ||J(' .“"':!.\;lh 1|_I\'?:—'|HrJ

to Lebanon, and its prompt movement thence by railroad to
Munfordsville, Assistine in the repair of the railroad, it
moved through Bowling Green and Franklin to Nashville,

where it arrived March 6, 1862.
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CHAPTER VIII.

OPERATIONS OF GENERAL NELSON, OOLONEL GARFIELD, AND GEN-
ERAL CARTER IN EASTERN KENTUCEKY.

Whnex General Nelson was ordered fo '_‘\E::.\-.willl- to organize
1[-[:..[,,-:_ 1t was .'!El]i\'il.‘:lf"ll that the il'lrﬂi]‘l:_"l'[lf* wonld greatly
annoy the loyal people in Bastern Kentucky, and unless op-
posed would penetrate the central portions of the state. Barly
J. 5. Williams had

1

collected a foree of two thousand men at Prestonbure, on the

in October 1t was ascertained that Colone
H'J-_:' Sandy !‘il.'vl'~ l']J1'|';||"]'.‘i!|_'_1' Central. Kentueky by Way of
MecCormick’s Gap. To repe

moved from .\]’Il‘_x'.—*'-\'-!.:.:l' t0 HE".'JH[?E:! i“:]rl_‘i]::_-_':: with all the troons

this invasion, General Nelson

in hand ; the Second Ohio, under Colonel L. A. Harris, having
previously marched to the latter place from Paris, and th
From Olympia Springs, General Nelson advanced to McCor-
miclk’s Gap, where he divided his command, sending Colonel
“ill'l'-!.*. \\}l]! ].-i~i J'l'_:'.|'|J||'!I|. a .«'t-c'I‘irlll Hi' |\:-=.'|]\'-_‘-'.~' ||:|1I. 'y, an

Captain McLaughlin’s company of Ohio cavalry, to West Lib-

erty, and retaining under his own direction the Twenty-first
'l1||'|:'II\'_'_!,:!w], and i‘.‘l’,‘ll'\'—ll.i::fh Ohio l""_.‘_"lljll'|1'::-. under Colonel
Sill, Norton, and Fyfte respectively, the Kentucky volunteer
under Colonels Marshall and Metealfe, the remainder of Konlkl
battery, and a small body of cavalry, he advanced upon Haze
Green. Both ]'Ill"":* were cl-.'-;'l‘.||.:--:| on the 25d. the former
after a severe skirmish. in which Colonel Harris killed ten of
the enemy, wounded five, and -'::,]-1|,||'--|| six. with a loss to him-
seltf' of one wounded. Advancing from these points, the two
columns united at Licking Station and followed the enemy to-
ward Prestonburg. At the latter place, General Nelson again

(74)
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OPERATIONS IN BASTERN KENTUCKY. 75
divided his command, sending Colonel Sill, with the Trventy-
first Ohio, two battaliong of I\'IIH]IL\ troops, and asection of
Konkle’s battery, by a detour to the right, to the rear of the
enemy in position on [vy Mountain. On the ul:w followine

he :afE\':Hl-‘r-:] with the remainder of his toree on the direct road
to Pileton. Pressing on, he encountered the enemy in am-
bush, on the mountain side af I‘.‘\' f'.“:-i'l\', Atfter a ,-.'1.'|l':-':'..! o1 -
gagement, in which the Second and Twenty-first (
ments, Metealfe’s f1;|IE;:§Er'I1:. and two -m":i--:‘l-: ol
T".~1'l\.' |~:||'i'!-'?_!|:.'i|~|[, I!u- "'”'“'."'_ wWias |'n:ii‘:u--|‘ ]u':i\'il!';'
he field. Nelson’

d.  This engagement oc-

l':|[||l']' I\'lil'] i) I'.‘I'izl"._ '\'\'illi‘||||_ |I On 1
gix killed and twentv-four wonnd
curred on the 8th of October. Pursuit was commenced im-

PR Ay P s e I s 4 o | f . i s
|l|"'||i-|'-'|"|. DIt owing to the r]|'~.|'|{-'i]-l|! Or Tthe Dbridoeps over

truction of the roads, General Nel-

B0 'I'L not reaci ]’EE\'HHZ: II!:iE| the |-g=.|'!!':;!-_>' ot the 10th |];-.|_

the swollen streams and ohs
-'".'--'- the place oceu 1 I-_‘V Colonel 8ill, whao. havine met with
little Opp sition, had arriy 1ol pre vious. The eV

retreated throueh Pound Gap, and General Nelson’s command

was soon withdrawn to Louisville
After the withdrawal of Nelzon's tro 3, the 1 witl pe 1!.5 yin

T||s' I| ol | 3 i':i,_r Pandy wi I'a I| subiected to d -:u:‘-l!-:-.

J\;l'!lilll'i\'\' ‘-'--.--_'.!|!||"|| al {-:;Ii--'!-u!-!i"_'_:'. was di1 weted to prepare
|I"|' il “'Cll' "'i-l'\' il'l'\'illi-.'-' 5|i1 | ! ‘“:"":l Z!I.i""'_r "T""I"i I'l-

8y ---=m|--="|-!=‘-|-,:' the Twenty-second Kentucky, was ordered

from Portsmouth to join Colonel Moore and assnme command
of the two I"'I!'-IIII!"||:-. l'l'!!li::-___" the l;'--:,-':!';:ii--'| for I.|.! 1 X -
|--.'I|'i"'=-!|. (General ||'|I'||:|!|'--"-.' Marshall invaded Kentueloy
through Whiteshurg ' l

. . . . : e
Taninge o |}|!'--u to six thousand men. and Leren i | 1111T1-

VIEL & 1OTCe VANOU=RLY estlmial HE

self’ near Paintville, on the road from that place to Preston-

:!||||'-_". ‘I‘” |||':_\'.- !.;;—;-l{ ;‘i:;-_-‘,- ‘||'-3|:i|-;. {;|-|!.';';I|

the l':_!l'_"||in--.'r|i|| :--'i'i'_";|=|l-. i'=|!1|!ar'f:--_lll'_t'

Twenty-second Kentucky Infantry, and the Fortieth and
forty-second Ohio [nfantry, three battalions of
Kentucky Cavalry under Lieutenant-Colonel Letcher, and an
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76 OPERATIONS IN EASTERN EKENTUCKY.

independent battalion of Ohio Cavalry under Major MeLaugh-
lin, with Colonel J. A. Garfield as commander. Having re-
ceived intructions from General Buell in person, Colonel Gar-
field proceeded to the mouth of the Big Sandy, arriving there
on the 22d of December. At this time the troops composing

his L;;-i_:-;“]l: wWere ]unr[-;-ul at _\I;llx'r_m\'i;:‘-, L.Iill]l'i1‘-li1l!'_';', Paris, and

Lebanon, and were at once put in motion toward the enemy.
Colonel Garfield moved up the valley of the Sandy, from Cat-
]"Irq'!ml'.'_'_‘ with the ]'1::|'[}'—.-=+‘['r||:|| (”fllr_. Fourteenth I\‘.—l'lllllc'lx'l\',
and MecLaughlin’s troopers, reaching the mouth of George’s
creek on the 25th. The necessary repair of the roads delayed

Liig advance from this [F'lilll until the 81st. On that -I;:l'\' he

moved up the creek and passed toward Paintville. On the
6th of January, while en route, he was joined by Colonel
Bolle’'s West \-‘ii'l.'_i'l'-ll‘i;l {_";l‘.tlll"\'. and also ]un\' three hundred men

of the Twenty-second Kentucky, who had marched from

Maysville. The day following, Colonel Bolles drove the

+-r1!-IJL_\":~' t';Lk';!]J'I\' from a Btrong ]nHiﬂHIL at the mouth of Jen-
nie’s creek, losing two men killed and one wounded, and in-
flicting npon the enemy aloss of six killed and many wounded.
Marsha
intrenched camp npon the near ;|!-}||'--:||-ir| of Garfield’s troops.

{-':l

| here offered no further 1‘!'-".-~E:;In'l‘, and abandoned his

onel Garfield here rested for two days, and during the time
was joined by the Fortieth Ohio regiment, and three battalions
of Woodford’s Cavalry, the latter havine marched from T.eb-
anon. Having now his entire command in hand, he determined
Lo Provi ke a battle or ;-I'u-.+-+|‘|||- foestill farther toward 1\.'_I!'l':"i!:'!:!.
_\:'='HZ-'E_Ilr'_-'1|l'\'. on the 9th, with his u-::\:=i1,'_\' in advance, and his
Teserve al i':!il:i\'l_-il-'_ ||-- I;|-1‘.'I"l 1'I\'»':!!'~] i’!‘I'r-?lll'.Ellll'_',". ‘.\_in'll
near this 5-:.:-"'. he ascertained that Marshall was some three

]Iilli-"'- 'i‘!-ii;!!-' on _\,lllu "-nr'i'u---l{, ,\!;I.ll'.:il:||;.i]-_"';;|g engasement,

the next day he ordered forward his reserve under Colone
Sheldon. The followine mornine. in making a detour in hope
of capturing the enemy, Colonel Garfield encountered his
"J‘.‘.'.‘:l!'l‘\' at the mouth of Middle r'I'l".']i.. PPt site Prestonbure.
This force maintained a brisk skirmish while slowly falling
back upon the main body, which was strongly posted on the
hills near the confluence of the two branches of the gtream,

two and a half miles distant. The eround m'u'illnlwl by Mar-
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OPERATIONS IN EASTERN K ENTUCKY, 77

shall was so favorable for the concealment of his dispositions
for defense, that Garfield was i'llr1||u-|||-|[ to throw forward
several detachments to draw his fire at different points, and
thus disclose his exact ]lIFH‘Ii-IllFI. These tentative nmovemaents
]»r.n'--rl to have been so jlll[ic‘iilli*|_\' directed, that with subse.
quent provision against a flank attack. the battle was con-
duected to a successful issue by the repeated reinforcement of
the several detachments which first advanced against the
enemy. The engagement was inaucurated mainly by two
Kentucky companies on the richt, and two Ohio companies
under Captaing Jones and Williams. from the Fortieth and
Forty-second regiments, on the left. Those on the richt were
reinforced by Major Burke, with two companies from the
Fourteenth !'\'c-n?llc-].{_\'. and those on the left. first ]'.\" Major
|':||!{|-|'_. ‘-‘-."II.Fl 2] Flllllli:'-:ll MEn :'II'I'?H i]_u.‘ -]""I‘I_‘L’—ﬁl'-'nlﬂ ”;l-!“‘ and
subsequently by Colonel Cranor with one hundred and fifty
men from the two Ohio and Fourteenth Kentucky regiments,
While these troops were hotly engaged, the enemy attempted
to turn Garfield’s right, but was foiled and driven back hyv

Tieutenant-Colonel If"-i-ﬂll'rn'. with one hundred and |'-.1.'.--|!|_l\-

he Fourteenth and Twenty-second Kentucky

ments, At 4 p, o, Lientenant-Colonel Sheldon reached the
field from Paintville with the reserve. Thus strengthened, Col-
t.'II-'- f;::I'|::-'|!I !‘-1'|'---'r~'|'-i the I'i|1'1||l‘.' from his ]-H--'-I:'IMI!. but darlc-

ness prevented pursuit, Reaching the valley, Marshall burned

||.I~' sLores '.IIH] 1nrried on in ||'I:~-I"|3L":'+':] ”‘i_"il'. J| e -]E‘-|-:-. "
in IIIII:|]--.'I'=' and losses :!I this cnoaoement was !"-.‘||:|1'|-;:|'!rf--_

Colonel Garfield reports the number of his own troops actually

engaced, to have 1!r-.'l-ltn nine illillcll'l'l]: |Ji"¢ loss, one ]{"IHI.-I| and
twenty wounded: while the force of the enemy was thirty-
five hundred, and his acknowledged loss, one hundred and
twenty-five killed, the number of wounded being unknown.
Twenty-five prisoners were taken during the engagement, and
others the next :|:=I\' !:l\' Colonel .I.l'l'l"_lll‘[" in ]-|||'.~|i1r_

Not being able to supply his command at Prestonbure,
Colonel Garfield returned to Paintville, While there. he was
direeted by General Buell to advance as soon as possible to
l’”{.liuu_ :t:||] i|!'i‘~'c' the L'It-'lljl\' from ]\:i'lafli-‘f{l\'r In |i|'|'-21!5\‘lll'1.'

to this order, early in February hescommenced the concentra-
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8 OPERATIONS IN EASTERN KENTUCKY.

tion of his troops at Piketon, sending them forward as his
supplies would warrant, but before preparations could be made
to advance from Piketon, Marshall withdrew entirely from
Kentucky, established his ill';llitiilill'[l'l'r-' at Gladeaville, and
avinced ‘||“ purpose to re-enter the state. A month later,
Colonel Garfield having learned that he was collecting the
Vireinia militia to defend the mountain passes, determined to
move acainst him at Pound Gap. Accordingly, with six hun-
dred infantry and one hundred cavalry, he advanced from
Piketon, The Gap was held by Major J. B. Thompson with
five hundred men, strongly intrenched. 'This force Colonel
Garfield proposed to attack in front, flank, and rear, with the
hope of capturing it, but owing to the failure of the detach-
ment sent to the rear to cut off the retreat of the enemy, he
only succeeded in routing and dispersing his forces. [aving
thus freed Bastern Kentucky from the presence and depreda-
tions of the enemy, Colonel Garfield was ordered to Louisville

with his troops, and was assigned to t

e command of the

'I“L‘\l‘tﬂ.ll"ill ]JI'.I:':Illw'. Sixth II-I\'-I.%‘I-III_. _'\.[“!II_‘-' of the “|J-lU.
On the 26th of January, General Carter’s brigade, ang-
mented by the Sixteenth Ohio Infantry, Colonel De Courcey,

anc 1

1e Forty-ninth Indiana, Colonel Kay, Major Mundy’s
ry, and Wetmore’s battery, was

ordered from Somerset to London, preparatory to a prompt

battalion of Kentuclky cava

movement upon Cumberland Gap. General Carter reached

|J|:‘_|| 0n \‘.'ii|| ]|i.~i l'll];|]1|LIIH| t':-'.l‘|_‘-.' i.'l j"i.']li'H;JI'_\', :]I:I] 1|:1|!{ Eu|~:-|.

tion at Comberland Ford a
advance was I't'.'_L':II'IIL't] as the first step toward the ]ll']ln'lt'il‘:il=f1

out the 10th of the month. This

of East Tennessee by a large army, under General Thomas.
'|‘||‘|-1 ]""".i"'".'"'l “.II'\':I‘-]HiI ].:l\'lfl_!_" |n-|~|1 :!11;11:-.]UI]|-I]. [‘H]‘ I'éasons
hereafter mentioned, General Carter was left in proximity to

rom that di-

Cumberland Gap, to prevent a counter Invasion
rection, Wishing to ascertain the strength of the enemy, he
sent Lieutenant-Colonel Mundy, with a detachment, to re-
connoiter the 'pcl--il'lnn. Colonel .“-il'.]ni_\' reached Cumberland
Gap on the 14th of February, and having driven in the ene-
my’s pickets, he approached sufficiently near to discern the

formidable character of the defenses. and draw the fire of the
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artillery. Subsequently, several reconnoissances were made
in different directions, and one or two more expeditions, hav-
ing more serious purposes, resulted in successful skirmishes,

but in no way changed the relative positions of the contend-

ing forces.

+
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dil‘l ] ll\l'h.-uL\Q-ll!l-l!.'l-l-'llxnlﬁ-"-.'l.-.l.l.li.hhtl-'w‘o‘liilu-.'hnqi-"-I.-l\l..i.-ctq'-cu..-'.




CHAPTER IX.

GENERAL VIEW OF THE SITUATION IN THE CENTRAL THEATER QOF
WAR, FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE FALL OF NASHVILLE.
TrE preceding narrative of facts, as related to the organiza-
tion and operations of the divisions of the army separately,
has failed to compass the broader features of the situation in
Kentucky and Tennessee, previous to the capture of Nash-

ville, and hence a general view is here introduced.

The recognition of the neutrality of Kentucky by the Presi-
dent, and the demand for troops in Eastern and Western Vir-
rE:|i;|_ ].1‘|~\'i_-1|£i-ll i-::‘_'il'f ]ll‘lr‘\'i.~]-'1]1 for l:li'_:'l.- armies in the l‘-_l\';---;.z
t'l'IJ':I'.'I| I]II.':II'.'I' of l{l-!i-li;ll'.‘\' H[".']‘;!."..ILIII.-:. rl.u:ll‘ ~i!“;lil'l'_";." -IIII::'--I'-
tance of Cairo, Illinois. had not been overloolced. for soon .'.-ii- I

troops.  Bu

the fall of Sumter, it was occupied by nationa
the acenmulation of forces was slow, even at that point,
i|.'H|1_:'|I it was ]m];‘-'ti in hetween the States of Missouri and
Kentucky, then in such eritical hesitation with recard to
Northern or Southern alliance.

The insurgents, also, for a time, professed respect for the
neutrality of Hl-illl!-'k'l\'_ But they were not, in consequence,
less active in preparation for a bold policy, whenever the
interests of their cause should demand the invasion of the
state. Anticipating civil war as at least the probable result
of secession, the Southern people really prepared for such a

:“'i['”_'_"_:':-\" hefore lill"'u' 'rlii1'lll[1-'.|'ll the withdrawal of the South-

ern States from the Union. And after the actual inaueuration

1 ] i 2
le the loyal states contiguous to Kentucky and

of war, whi
Missouri were sending most of their first equipped regi-

ments to the East, the Confederate genera

s were massing their

(=0
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{u;[]'ih;a‘i‘ ".'\'u'r-'[i'J'I! \'u[i1|:r|-|'-|'.~c. on f]l(_’ 114__|['[E|U1-;_. ].1.1“].i;“n\— of
Tennessee. .
Thus, when both the national and insurgent authorities

declined further respect for the false position of Kentueley.

',".--:‘-'l--m I,Eill'tllll "f.'H[-i |'|J]"' 1||!‘n‘.\.' a few Taaw r‘--g'izlp nts i:!!:.
the state, to repel a bold and apparently threatening invasion.

General Anderson succeeded in defeatine the efforf of the

(lonfederate ‘1_-'\"'|II'|!':'\.]. li!it‘j{l_-'_l'. to capture ]‘.1i|}-.:-\-?}f:._ bt dur-
ng the period of his ecommand in Kentucky, the

affairs was e '=-"E'Tf'!".'ll l'r'i?il'::| in the cxXireme, I'n

1E ::|||!|Ji_-]_-if|';!';||:I‘| {

General W. T, Sherman assumed {

1 room of the hero of Fort T‘%!II.‘HI_-P', under a "-"-'l'-!'_"ii[ of
1‘-.--En|! ~I|I]J.. '.!III]. T‘lfi‘l']lll\f",:'l' ii:-" |'|i|‘:>;1!'!':t-~'1l|!'|||',-_ \i1| ren-
dered anxions and -.--]i-:;'.ll.:s-j ii!".‘-i||li-il'|' whao Eiili.'!"'-:,."! Wwas
hopeful in conducting campalgns of boldest agoression, Ap-

lli'l'.'i-.']lli-||.$l_': the [lL.'ll'_'_'iii'lli'Jl-' r-." [jll_‘ .-'II'I!_'__"_g‘||-: :[l;\i ?-C\'n'i:‘l_'_-_'_' ]115

nder forces distributed from Henderson to the Big Sandy
river, and from Cincinnati and Louisville to London and

0, conironting hostile forces of supposed superior
L L

4 o4 1 % 1 ©* . ' I o 1 ! 1 4

strengill and ol easy concentration for offense, he startled the

authorities at Washineton and the people at large by

announcement that :II'_' r_---e.-|||'|l LWO illi_'ll}l'-'l] I.Fz!'ll~':|'|11]

men. This estimate for an army resulted in. his speedy

buell, through

supersession by Brigadier-General D. C
an order from Washineton. The main efforts of both Ander-
on and Sherman had been directed to defe; se, and in this,
each had been successful.

The earlier period of General Buell’s command was devoted

to the same end. But he assumed the direction of military

g 1 1 J v 1 £ 2 mi "
operations under more hoped |||-||'|-|'.:||«I.-||'.~--.-.~¢, i:|u-1|s.«'|1:"-‘--a|1.~'
i L

had gained no advantages in Kentucky since their prima
advance, and were now relatively wealcer than when thev first
made revelation of agoressive purpose. IHe came from Wash-

11 oton under il'.:*ll‘lll.'i'lll_'h' (@] 1r|:;-_1|;:'|i1';g{4- |-J'l'--1|-"|v.':- -.1|u-|';15'||||1-'_

and was hopeful of commanding the resources necessary for

|"'-i!' SUCCESsS. ][4" ‘l_‘l‘:il":il'1‘il'!|"~' ]Hril!-'.-*li Lo ||1<' n-:-‘|H-|'-|:-L ]I|1~
portance of sending a heavy column into Kast Tennessee.
I'he rapidity with which new reciments were thrown into
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Kentucky soon made it evident that General A. 8. Johnston,
who commanded the insurgent forces in the West, had lost the
opportunity for the successful invasion of Northern Ken-
tucky, if atany previous period he had had suflicient strength
to warrant such an enterprise. This rapid increase of troops
i][J|-t|.-'d,'tl npon General Buell the ]I-l'l'l'r:-li_‘.' of an offensive
initiative in some direction, as soon as a distinctive army
lll'.'_i':ll|i2:|'|.llill could be ;‘i\'t'll to his forces.

The subsequent grandeur of the service rendered by the
Army of the Cumberland, then called the Army of the Ohio,
must be taken as full proof that he who first laid his organ-
i?’.i]l“_’_' hand upon il, did Ilw worl *\‘.'I-H_;H;:I transmitted s
|atli‘,-41|'ra:l! influence upon it iill'l'll;!']! all its aceretions and bat-

tles to the end of the war. IHe transformed citizens into sol-
diers, by instruction, discipline, and drill; exacted from his
officers the strictest attention to all their new duties; elimi-
nated such as gave no promise of efficiency ; reduced the bag-
gage of his army, and consequently the wagons for its trans-
portation, and soon was ready for active operations

After a carefnl study* of the East Tennessee enterprise,
he reached 1

army of thirty thousand men—twenty thousand for an ad-

e conclusion that its success would require an

vancing column, and ten thousand for the line of communica-
tions, which involved wagon transportation for two hundred
miles, most of this distance through a barren and mountainous
]'I'_‘_:"lﬁ'i'r_ [|] 'O 011 IIE‘I |l||"~ MOVEeInent, 1-\'-.'I'_'El'll ;:I ]| \'-!"‘u'\' Wis 80
beset with difficulties as to be alt

impracticable, he snggested an advance against Nashville, by

wether unpromising, if not

n ] .

4 'y 1 reim i . Yo 1 "y ]
CIT O1 l;:r\\',‘.l‘.'_-_ (areen, througsh
ould

ascend the Cumberland river on steamers, under convoy of

the march of a column to the

Glaseow and Gallatin, <--|-||]|<-1':|Ii\.'i_' with another which &

gunboats, with dependence for supplies, after the conjunction

1_|'E' the l"..'-illJIl[I.%. Ii]lilil l'.l'\l'l‘ l|':||]-~]m]‘|:[l].r]L_ H-n!':]I!.I',!_' [|I;". i!:;i

plan would be approved at Washington, he held his forces in
readiness for its execution, and rather than change his dispo-
sitions, having reference to its prosecution, he permitted Zolli-
coffer to threaten central Kentucky, from the north bank of

*General Buell's statement before the military commission.

WA R T e < - - T

AT - ——m———
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the Cumberland river, near momerset, for several weelks,

|_-|:|L'-|z|ls_-' no ;:|||-|JI:.‘|[L_: effort to '”'"|'”|.'—3"~' him, ][.,\\-.-L\—,.!-_ in the

absence of official approval at Washington, he held his forcos

in waiting to move against Nashville, and continu d his efforts

Lo provide suilicient EI‘:11|='|-|-1'.::.]I.=|.' for the l'-.\Iln'I]J!I-:il 1O
1

v i Fii = "! e |: i 1 I 1 Ll | -

]'_:‘ws Lennessee, 111 - consideration O The Probablliity of beine
L [ = e

!'l'-:ll'!!"'ll to condnet it. On Iill"_":':!|-:-;'Eh--wi_-:||.'-'|‘_';_-.-;:_fiz;"i.!.-

of Zollicofter hecame so 1]!]"'11':"I15il;'.' as to demand an effort for

s lii.-:'---i_;'lnwnl' from I]|i_- north |i;:;|l{ of the O !_||_.;'.,.|-“:,5.i_ Ha
sent General Thomas to accomplish this work. and on the 1st

of January, renewed his request for permission to turn toward
the capital of Tennessee. As General MeClellan. the com-
mander-in-chief, was ill at the time. the Presiden di
Major-General ITalle

rected him

to confer with kg, In command in Mis-

1 141 .y i i s R T . A
sourl, with regard to the concerted action of their armies.®

In compliance, he addressed, -];III'!."!"\' a3d, a |--!":"!.-‘\' cormmuni-

cation to General Halleck, giving estimates of Johnston’s
torces, at different points on his defensive line. an

& T lan for the t'l'l-t-]-l.'!':Li?-llz of their armies very nearl

the one whose execntion subsequently resulted
ture of Forts Henry and Donelson, and the evaer
vling Green, Nashville, and Columbus, His plan

an advance upon Nashville, through Ke tucky, strong demon-

strations against the flanks of Johnston’s line. Bowling Green
and Columbus, to issue in real attacks should Johnston 1 caken
these points to strengthen others, and the ascent of twenty

1

thousand men on the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers, under
convoy of _'_'_':|!||HI:|I-1. On the '1"l!|1 General ”1\ !'q-‘;nff---.[,
that such was the demand for troops in Southwestern Mis-

souri, that he would have but ten thousand men to form a

movable eolumn, and objected to the proposed plan as contem-

PGS OPerarlions on exteriol l;rll':-. but offered to male il
.

demonstration from Padueah. toward ( Jolumbus, and expressed
the hope that in a few weeks he could render material assist-

aneo
dlce,

As General Halleck proposed no definite co-operation, and
a8 General Thomas’ movement acainst Zollicoffer was pend

* General Buell's statement before the military commission,
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ine. General Buell was restricted to operations in his own de-

tment. and to thoughts of aggression with his own forees.
[Ie had not decided upon his first step in offense, when the
otory of General Thomas at Mill Springs, over Grenerals

(-||'|l]lllt 1 and Zollicoffer, resulted in the comp lete dispersion

of i!l:'il‘ army. This \I-HII‘\.IJ]L the one ||||J|] <|'H||||[ tha
way for the expedition into Kast Tennessee, as there was no
loneer a strong aus I::l to lill.-[l!illtHIzL.lil fortress at U nmberland

Gap and the contignous passes, and rendered more inviting
the movement 1|;:c-|.| Nashville, as it deprived Johnston’s right
flank of a heavy supporting column. But the failure of co-
yperation between Generals Halleek and Buell, induced the

President and CGleneral MeClellan to express to the latter their
conviction that the g0 |I‘EI_'_:'-IIl"l-|.I]'.l|1'Il MOVEeInent into Kast
Tennessee was of primary importance, and he again addressed
]|'5;::--.-'||']-:t-:x-].;u*;l:]n;—| Lo III;.J.t an army, under General Thomas,
in that direction.

Carter’s ]-]‘i.:L':|=1I-. zll'u‘t.-lll]'::ilit-e] ]'_\' -‘\‘\TI-[I!U-I'«".* ]I.':HI'I'IH'. wWas
at once advanced from Somerset to .J.s'lllllhll. '|!||| efforts were
made to J'l'E-‘El]I_'1|||‘ roads and accumulate suap lies and trans-
portation. But again progress was slow ; :|||i| on Febrnary
1st, General Buell advis ed the _:‘n-!l!.-'t‘.'-‘.!—il-—"IHII* f that he deemed
the n':|IL-i']I!"I.-¢:' i]iJ]l_l‘.":r[il';Llll-.'. and that he ‘.‘."-H:‘] abandon 1t
and advance .'1_'_"11"-!|«"| Nashwville. The fact that he had a *]'.l“\' or
two ]'l‘{“\.ll."IIH' bheen adwvised |-.‘\' General i[.“l”t"}'g\' that ||l.' !I:.'I]
ordered an advance against Fort Ilenry, was doubtless a
grrong incentive to L'-ilillll:_"l‘ the direction of his offensive
operations, as the first step 1n his own plan was now upon
trial. General Halleck gave no information as to his plans,
and did not solicit co-operation. Nevertheless, Gene wral Buell
determined that, unless restricted |.Jl\' orders from \‘\.I-II"I Fe
ton, he would at least :Il'l't'!|]||].l:-']1 what he had ]1!'|~-1|-1‘1|||‘|i |I'=|'
himself in his own plan, although the initial movement of i
had been undertaken by another, and in every way that was
POSs ible contribute to the success of the ""'Il"--HH on the
i NNEssee ]'.I'-.'i'l‘_ ”L: 1|H_'|'I_'|If'['l_.' ||i_—-‘i-c|_—~'l'-i ‘;||=_' gr 1 aLer '|III|11|.:_"'|1

" his troops for the advance upon Bowling Green, and sent
Colonel Cruft’s ]'1'1;‘:|!l|- and eight new |'~-;‘ilm-|!:.-4 1o ,I'HH the
column moving against Fort Henry. Having learned soon

e
I .
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after that this fort had surrendered to Commodore Foote, and
that the works at Fort Donelson had been greatly strength-
ened and its lu‘:ll'l"l.-'-'r‘l ];:I'_-__"l |_k' I .'.I.-I:'I-!'-'-.'-]_. and fearine 1‘..-.=I- hiis
advance upon Bowling Green could not be sufliciently rapid
to prevent such further reinforcements as would endaneer the

success of the effort to reduce it, he directed three divisions

toward Fort i!.|r||-|~'u-:|, 1--I‘.' Wa vli o
(areen This foree was sent to ] )
from General Iallecl Th
Creneral Buell 0 {
equence of its i1
0-0rdinate movement, the ene 'Y had 11 ]

tion of his forces from Bowling Green to ]
Donelson, instead of offeri o his main resistance at the former
;!:ll'-'.;!-f Gieneral Buell '.I'_'-!'.!|:!:I!| in the event of his oswn
advance .-Ei-l_iii=:-i.~'-'|.-~"1' with General I all '.':'.."-l”lll\!ili... as he

treme.

With a strange lack of forecast and provision for probable

contineeneies.

mand of the forees in the fort, had allowed General Grant
1||‘~""-"::EI'_-' lines to close the roads leadi 1 10 Nashwi

had this been done before it dawned upon Floyd and his subor
dinates, Pillow and Buckner, that their saf ty lay oper ing

these only avenues of escape. Ureed by this ¢

.
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§ made 2 bold and well-sustained l-ﬂlllt'f'_. L".lt‘i_\' in the 111!Jl'll.lfll‘.1' of
the 15th, to accomplish this paramount object. A heavy line
of troops, with a similar one in near support, was hurled
acainst the right of General Grant’s line, resting upon the
|-:.‘\,'.-',| d roads. After a somewhat ]rr'n‘-l'.‘:i.'1t'~'| and Very fierce
conflict, the right of the investing line was doubled upon the
center, and the enemy was in possession of the roads. Dur-
ine this conflict, Gieneral Grant was with Commodore Foote
on the _f_"|!]l]lll.‘||".} and upon his return he found his richt ‘“\"E'”.:—_'_
in disorder. The enemy had been partially repulsed by Colo-

= nel Cruft’s bricade of General Lewis Wallace’s division, which
had been improvised at Paducah, and mainly formed from the
troops that General Buell had sent. Colonel Cruft had been
thrown into the action by General Wallace, in response to the
recqiest o f General MceClernand, whose division was ?:.-|-:.'!!|;"
the riecht of the line. [Te maintained his i--=-'iEE-I!| after all the
troops on his right and left had fallen back, and he was then
ordered to withdraw his command and oceupy the slope of a
hill to the rear. Here he was again ‘!u-';l"..l:l'-.' engaced, and
though twice repulsing the enemy in his front, was forced to
retire to a new line. Colonel Thayer’s brigade of the same
|]- '. E*-!: WS \1]» |'1.|'_;'.'!__"-.'| .'!!_'-.\_ :IZ-|li ."I".'-.--C'l';l Li|.- BlI1CCESS
of the enemy to the left of Cruft. The action of these bri-
Zaces was essential to a reformation of the shattered troops.
Later in the '];'.('-' Cruft’s brigade, n -‘fl-llill':":||‘5-|:-| with two
resiments, the |:-!.'__-':I:!| Missouri and Eleventh Indiana, under
command of Colonel M. L. Smith of the former, supported
yy other regiments from Wallace’s division, by a gallant L
charge, under orders from General Grant, drove baclk thi
enemy into his intrenchments and reclosed the roads. Troops
from MeClernand’s division advanced in support on their left,
but their action in restoring the investment on the right had
marked prominence. This success, coupled with the more
decisive issue of General Smith’s assault on the |'IJ~"I|§{\'.:~ works 3
on the left, was deeisive of the general contest. For the next |
‘1“’.".' after the J"'”I""-"“'il'”‘”,‘-' and ‘gh!-ﬂ'_:'?‘.'trt' of A';!|rii|1]:|li-5!L had
been transferred from Floyd to Pillow, and from Pillow to
Buckner, the latter reluctantly surrendered without condi-
tions.
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The primal success of the enemy in the morning really
opened the roads for escape, but the hope of complete \'in.:1n1*:\'
led the _’Ti'x'lll'l'Ll!“w' away from this first object and wrought their
Tuin.

The loss of this fort, commanding the navigation of the
Cumberland river, and the surrender of a laree army, except

ag the result of blundering management on the part of the

OEIeILLS ili ;il.".l.n"i-l:llv COLINITL] J DL=s g|||-i| I* ¢Onder
{-'n-:-n-l';l‘l -]-J‘lllu.-~’:li.‘l.:- I!i'n'i-'in'.: <'!h|::~ illl'l':'a. “.1".-i|l.'|‘.. :llll\'-'-"\'-.-!'.iJ(&

|.| d “*to -|L-I'|'._|!l _\_:!--!515”-' al ]'-.-'.!--!---n. 1T 18 1101 !-L'--}-;IIZ-]C

that the loss of tl greater portion of the army set for 1its
1 1 1

CLelelsd ¥ 5 LA ! | |' ]| 1l « it PO |||1|!'I N i}" "||'.||l_'."_:-.‘::
anticipated the reunion of th portions of his army,

even if the lareer one could not success ully defend the fort.

The tweo fractions were each on ]I:’._-I':-I-L' lines, with eSS CLETO
1 e - .

both G 1L al there were Iewer contineencies to
1 < Ty b e e e Pt RO Ll :
par conjuncetio 11 there wWere to jeopard his whole army 1n

the event of concentration against either. There had been no

recent period when he could have safely assumed the offensive

a S 1 e Sy pa | ] 1 = | I - =iy =
in any direction, and he had done well to make such impres-
P | |
1 3 = -
|!| npon tie generats o :.-._- q1 TO ]__ . a8 ;|| |||'|‘_|.

- § il ] ™ z 1 T 1.0 ] o 1
Yent an attacik by zeneéral I Lone, oracombination of the
1 i I ey R LS A B TS : A
armies of Grant and Buell, long berfore practicable. Neither

T

General Johnston, nor Greneral Buckner in previous command,
1 #

i:::': ever -:!:il! .--El-'!| .--ii'-'I!'-'i‘!: as '-.".;!'Z;::.',:-.] an .-.i-.-!!--‘,'u- MOovVie-

ment in force. When Buckner first occupied Bowling Green,

after his pretentious but feeble movement upon Louisville, he
ber, there

had only four thousand men. r the 15th of Octo

were about twelve thousand Confederate troops at that

place, with no further increase until December. The highest

ported by the Confederate generals upon their defen-

BIVE l1ne, 11'oln {I|| .“*i.;'|;|g:'-: Lo | ||!!-I.|‘!t.|=, Was |]|I|I\—~~'\|'|!

IImnoer e

thousand. General Johnston, therefore, had been from the
too weak to attack Buell, and during the later months of
the year too weale to resist him. In -'-:I!I'I-I_iJ';.[]~-I:_. he would
have been stronger than Grant, but General Grant had been
beyond his reach, seated behind the Ohio river, upon whose

waters a fleet of cunboats steamed in l""'”'l mastery. -]}l-'"“[""q'r
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88 GENERAL VIEW OF THE SITUATION.

an advance :i-_l.'_-[in.-:i Grant would have uncovered Nashville to
Buell,

There were ohjections quite as strong against eoncentrating
against Buell, who had an army sufficiently laree to overwhelm
him, in offense or defense, and the withdrawal of all his river
forces to Buell’s front would have left them and Nashville at
the merey of Grant. Thus, as he had been too weak to comn-

centrate tor offense against either of his antagonists, he coul(

ined. And in view

of actunal events, the withdrawal of all his forces to a new line

ofter only feeble resistance to both Co1n

when he saw the two armies !"Ill“-'l‘l'.'\,'"jlt_'_'.' upon !|]t|:. wonld
}i;!'\'l' ]I:'l'l] ]I?ri “—':.‘,‘.'--r-f' COTLSé, I'Jl-ill' .":H'I' l]i::E' l:w :.-."-:.,!:.1,;: 1 .I

Bowling Green the very day that Grant appeared hefore Doj

elson, shows that he had no iilnr‘.l_f'};i of |L|||_ Buell at that
[H"'!'!Il' after he had sent away .~-E:{-"-'|-r| -]Irll‘:.~'.'!l.-] 1111, .\.1i"-

when, as he neared Nashville, he learned that Fort Donelson

had fallen with its large garrison into the

Grant, he ovdered the « vacuation of Columbus, and passin
through the capital of Tennes

Il--;l'x'i--—-l !--"----'.:'-!I'-'I:'II'=-iIfI':!i-||!:| |';||' Lo 1

see, he :'l'!::'lll a new line and the

ie South, in IL||.|:|- Lo
ursned

beyond Nashville, he stopped for a time at Murfreesboro to

regain what was then so plainly lost. Not beine ;

gather together the troops that had held Bowling Green,
Clarksville, and Nashville. the few that had escaped from For

Donelson before the surrender, and those that had been col-
lected from the i!i¢|ll'l'-;.-'!l at Mill ”“l

WIS

rp

he victory at Mill Springs, the capture of Forts Henry and
_]h_|i|1|-lll|. ::!|-| |_"Iu' l'_’ii‘ll["-".".l I"'-';!"ll.'li-i'lll <'r.ll I;al'-.‘.i-l'-:u' f:':'--'.-i.
Columbus, and Nashville, form a series of suecesses, which

rave :| i

R i L

first marled

1 restige to the national arms. and in 1
leore

small « e revealed the power of the national covernment
to suppress the rebellion.! The sionificance of these vietor
produced a profound impression in the South. To the more

thoughtful, it sugeested the possihil

if not the |||'u-||:!l|'|!'i!_'-.

of the ultimate failure of their canse, The frenzied dismav
of the citizens of Nashville at the fall of Donelson. and the
indefinite southward retreat of the legrions which had so lone

stood between them and the national armies. was onlv the

\"1'”!['"'-\' 11“']51[.1.;' u['-l'l=.':5-]|||fr'|1IJlt,-rll and '“.—-'1'1l|,“':ll'_:-"[|{'_'1i1 which

o = e




GENERAL VIEW OF THE SITUATION. S9

pervaded the Southern people, finding expression even in offi-

1
1t

cial ntterances from Richmond. From the inception of f
struggle, the Southerners had been exceedingly hopeful. The
more intelligent could not have expected uniform sucecess, but
the masses ;11t[i|-i||:l1c"-f.| the independence of the States Confed-
erate in rebellion, as the result of a succession of vietories.
The issune of the first great battle of the war intensified this
1J~-['-'_1'II]]I-'.=':~'. The 1.“.—;-1[':]1'1']‘\' retreat of the "\l'lill'\' of the Po-

tomac from I;lll.] _“I:.'l was _‘!!;!_l1|;L]!l:“,' ]“::_I_l".t as i‘:L-.- l_\'|.!|';.5_

issue of all succeeding battles. DBut, now, a succession of
alarming disasters and defeats had made evident the realities

and the possibilities of the gigantic struggle, which the South
had so madly and so hopefully invoked—the national armies

were now to be feared, whether in open battle or before in-

trenched positions. And their sweep far southward, with

serried ranks and Doldest step, while producing intense dis-
appointments and dread, must have suggested, at least to

ds, that the independence of t

iy W 2L
BODEr ITi

he South was by no

means assured.
||_' -'E!" -\:ILI‘|]| |]i :--;l_--'.ll.[-; |-‘EI 1l||‘ |||_H\'| l:'!'l-;|'|' q-.-“]!l::] ,.:|-|:E,:!:!,_:.II
were cheering in the extreme. The defeat at Bull Run had

]-;'-..",:'- l 11 ‘:":'lll_c';;ii||,r| ;|]1-l 1'!121!'u=.-~.!-=*|¢:I.I!l] (1|

e nseless sacri-

fice of life at Ball’s Bluff had brought sadness to all loya
hearts. And hitherto, success and defeat had been so nearly

balanced in the West, that the outlook had given no special

“ga ‘ . ™
But, with this experience of positive

uncertain prospects, there came li

o clearer discernment of the

character of the conflict, and while there was less hope than

13

at first of its speedy termination, the loyal people gave per-

sistent support to war measures of gigantic compass. The im-

portance, then, of these first great victories can not be measured
by the mere capture of forts, cities, prisoners, and munitions,
011 -

but by their i||."]-1i"|||;" moral effect as contrasted with the

sequences of disasters of equal range. In a war of such

proportions. involving so many occult causes of sucecess and
failure, ruling influences and events may not always be deter-

. . s m oy . - 2 Frup arAaral
!|I|ll-..1 with ]...._1;”1\-‘_5 certainty ; ]||',['. 11 ﬁ.n;:1-1.5|II:L; for pivotal

events, the philosophical historian would not be likely to
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a0 GENERAL VIEW OF THE SITUATION.

overlools the conduct and issues of the UiL!JIililigll which cul-
minated so gloriously at Donelson.

HeApqQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE Ouro,
LowvisviLLe, January 3, 1862,

GeNeRAL :—I received your dispatch, and, with more delay than I
meant, proceed to the subject of it in compliance with your request, and,
I MY add, also ab the wish of the President.

I do not underrate the difficulties in Missouri, but I thinl it iz not oxX-
travagant to say thab the great power of the rebellion in the West is ar
ranged on a front, the flanks of which are Columbus and Bowling Green,
and the center about where the railroad between these points crosses the

ing Nashville and the fo

s g iyt ; 3
Tennessee and Comberland rivers, includ

"l.l"ll

]---illi: below. [t is, I have no dounbt, within bounds to estimate their
force on that line at |i-_-'f|!_'.' i||l"-2‘--il:l; men ; incl i-ij‘..'_’ 5] 1'u§’..‘||:; ;|||..|L[

Somerset, Kentucky, in rear of their right flank, it is more

Of this foree, forty thousand m

twenty thousand at Col imbus, tho

tion on tha

than I have;

3 eenter should be made by two gunboat expedi-
r l'-.‘.'l'!li_i thousand men on the two II- Lhey
eranized 1 reference to the depth of the
1y hether they should 1 i or unequal '
1 1 .

trenath, would depend upon that and other consider tions, an

]II:!

hardly be determined until the moment of departure, The mode

attack must depend upon the strength of the enemy at the several point

features of the localities. It will be of the first importance to

the railroad communication and. if possible, that should be done
ridges over the Camberland and the E

Tennessee. The former probably would not be reached at first. being

Lmnns |'||"'.iI|_:_' I';||-ff‘|l:_'. to the |

gome Elli."!f. -one miles above the st :-'I'ih '!-l-:.‘| |,~;'.LL|-l'I'\' that T know H?-, il

Dover. The other is eighteen miles above Fort Henry—the first 1 know

of on the Tenn If the 1"{|'l'=l':!§--ll'- should not be strong enough to

do the work alone, they should establish themselves firmly at the nearest

possible point, and remain at least until they ascertained that reinforce-

o G T il - - - e —— = A —




GENERAL VIEW OF THE SITUATION. 91

ments from my eolumn or some other source wonld not reach them. By
uniting, they could establish themselves permanently under the ]ul'-'ut{-u-_-.
tion of the gunboats.

[ say this mueh rather to lay the subject before vou than to propose
any definite plan for yourside. Whateveris done should be done speed-
Iy, within a few days. The work will become more difficult every day.
Please let me hear from you at once. : :

Very truly yours,
D. C: BUELL,
General H. W, Halleck, Commanding Department of the Missouri.

- ..’-._I_r. T .
r-Crener Con .m:mr'mg.

HeanguarTERS DEPARTMENT oF THE Missourr,

Sr. Lowms, January 6, 1862,

e, Ky

ed writing to you fy

ALY

J g :-l"‘.'-'l.';ll 1|;I|'\':¢ in ]jlll'ri":\' -ﬁf

hle news from the Southwest. The

it being stated that Price is ma

.-»|||:_ IE:_'_I ;||] OUr avi ||]||_| forces |1 be re

1 and drive him out.
r h:l‘- about

f E oy, E'.H'I'T.

any
¥, in
--'.i_"':l
le; and
vy to your sue-
wl, I know
any information

Louisville and

II lines |_|i\',- ',i|:|' ol ]".|| :1I:|I. Fatterson, ‘-'-'lli"ll III|E| S8 r.‘l.l'll

f the columns is superior to the enemy, leads to diza
in a hundred.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant
H, W. HALLECK,
" Major-General.

¥ Ty

s

Y|

""illn'u'u. imainia

Simbtialtidia
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92 GENERAL VIEW OF THE SITUATION,

EXTRACT FROM GENERAL BUELL'S STATEMENT BEFORE THE
MILITARY COMMISSION.

[ had no communication with General Halleck since his reply to my
letter of January 2d: but.on the 30th, I received a rli~]|:l1|'!| from him say-
ing, without giving particulars, that he had ordered an expedition against
Fort Henry.

ﬂul]g I[|A' f"||| | "‘M‘El]':[;[]'}'.ll I l'l'lll'l'i'(l one ]-]'i[!:flit' from the mouth ol Grroe n

river, and eicht new regiments, to re-enforce General Halleck's ex

They did not, however, arrive until after the capture of that place, wh

occurred on the Tth, but took ].“1-1 in the :_”||___l,‘]”|.,“1_ Illl-_].“[:”””_ S Niact
Fort Donelson.
February 7, 1862,

.
Sir:—You are hereby directed to proceed with your brigade ug
Tennessee river, and join the expedition near Fort Henry, under
adier-General Grant.
The transport steamers have been ordered to take you on board at
mouth of Green river, unless some otheér point should be preferable; and
they must remain where they land you until you discharge them, which
will be done as soon as the nature of the case will ::|;||;i-'_,
[ am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. B. I'R%
1. 4. G, Chief S
Sr. Louis, February 15, 1862,
General Buell, Lowisuvill
Telegram about division relieves me greatly. To move from Bowling
Green on Nashville, is not good strafegy. Come and help me take and
hold Fort Donelson and Clarksville; then move to Florence, cuttinge
railroad at Decatur, and Nashville must be abandoned precisely s
ing Green has been. 1t is troops in mass on the
and the er i scarcely a blow; but I fear I have not
force enough for this gic move, and at the same time observi L
Columbus Come and help me, and all will be richt. We can clear
'l'1‘]|||--.--~n e as we nhave --||---,1,'.-|[ ;.‘:i']llll-'|a'_\',
H. W. HALLECE.
At the date of this h asking for help at Donelson, the divisiol
which General Buell sent without solicitation, was fighting on the ri;
of Grant's line, driving back the enemy from the open roads for escape L
R R = S
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FROM GENERAL GRANT'S REPORT OF THE CAP-
TURE OF FORT DONELSON,

EXTRACT

Referring to the attack of the enemy, he said:
« Ahout the close of this aetion the ammunition in the eartridee-boxes

~which, with the loss of many field officers, produced great con-

in the ranks. Seeing that the enemy did not take advantage of
ot ] u-l'!|"‘.'--lll ! I']u:lt';l' Lpon the left—the « I|"!.I_.".-- ‘.'::.'_'|Il—'-'-'ilzl the

n under General C. . Smith, which was most b iantly executed.

rave to our arms full assurance of vietor The battle lasted until
dark. eiving us possession of part of their intrenchments. An attack

SIM1LhL wWas

r flanl

red upon their othe

Jernand and Wallace,

imenced, by the divisions under Generals

» in the fore

withstanding the hours of exposure to a

the day, was gallantly made, and the enemy '-iITi.-Ih:_-J' repulsed.”

EXTRACT FROM GENERAL WALLACE'S REPORT.

Reforrine to the azcent to the enemy’s position, he said :
» the way up, they received the first volley from the hill-

it ran, disclosing somewhat of the strength of the

tantly. under orders of Colonel Smith, both his regiments lay

1€111
down. The skirmishers were the chief victims. George B. Swarthount,
captain of Company H, Bighth Missouri, was killed, gallanily fighting

y fury of the fire i bated, both regiments rose

i closed upon the enemy,
w hottest, dashing on when they slackened

own fhiring was ci

Ol l[ \ |'I||||| | £

while also. Colonel Cruft's line was marchingup in
roucrh which he moverd seemed actn

Finally, the Eighth and Eleventh cli

of Uolonel The w

crackle with musketry.

driving the rebel regiments at least three
and haltinegwithin one hundred and fifty yards of the intrenchments

Illu wias about 5 o'clock, ;||||1'| Con-

d which the enemy took refuge.
cluded the day's fighting. In my opinion, it also brought forth the sur-
render,”
EXTRACT FROM COLONEL CRUET'S REPORT.
At ;[ll.‘|[||_ ] P. M. an r-|'|I|-'|' wWas ]'-,-|'|'-i1.'|'-' {'\,‘;-ln L :--]:I']'_‘l] I\n".ln”:L:'-!' Ly l'l""li"':-.'l:l'
with Colonel Smith's bricade (consisting of the Eighth Missouri and

on the right, in front

Eleventh Indiana) in earrying the enemy's works

of Dover, by storm. The officers and men, though muech f:
F rao

the morning, and worn from loss of

responded cheerfully to the order and wheeled into column. The

] P
t and lack I 1000,

the action of

on the hill, under cover of the wood, on both side
1t was necessary to

g 1n force

1".|-J.'. roacd ].-;u]i',[.g up in the direction of the works.

3
b
<
4
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94 GENERAL VIEW OF THE SITUATION,

CIOSS an ‘open space of several hundred feet 1'}:]|=|,-'-'-'| to the enemv's fire

before the foot of the hill could be reached. The Eighth Missonri 1, il
el up the hill on
the left; Forty-fourth Indiana followed up the road; five companies of

the ndvance up the road; the Eleventh Indiana char

the Thirty-first Indiana were ordered up the hill on the extreme left, and
the remainder of the regiment, with the residue of the brirade, were
i :l-.:l"

sault was a complete suceess. All the regiments be handsomels

dered to the right to outflank the enemy and attack

The whole of my brigade was actively eneaged,

ate fight of a few minutes' duration the hill was carrie
the enemy, with tremendous cheers, driven up o a

works., The flank attack of the portion of my

line at right angle to the main advance,

contributed no doubt largely to the rout of the enemv.

GENERAL BUCENER TO GENERATL GRANT.

Heanguanrers Forr Doxersox, Fil uary 16, 1862,

Sie:—In consgideration of all the eircumstances o

situation of
the Federa

terms of

ion, I propose to the

forces the appointment of commissioners

$111 3 £ 4} p
ulation of the forees and post under

nistice until 12 o clock

EZE30 AN ar bo-
[ am, sir, very respectiully, your obedie

e g f ’ y S Ly
wlier-General "':r'."-.f.-.-’, Commanding [ "N Forees

GENERAL GRANT'S REPLY.

HEADQUARTERS ARMy 1% THE Fienp
Caxp Near Doxersoy. February 16.
To General 8. B, Buckner, Confederate Avmiy : )

> AARSE S p : 1 : . T
L Ours of l|||~= aate, Proposing an armistice .'!Lll ""l"-'i--':ltll-ﬂ-l

missioners to settle terms of capitulation, is just received. No ter

other than an unconditional surrender can be accepted, I proj o
; = 1 il } . ropose 1
move immediately on your worls.
[am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant
0. 8. GRANT.
L._.-_'_.,-_..,a',', r-General T 8. Vo Chmmand . j

GENERAL BUCENER'S LETTER OF SURRENDER.

i e . : |]i'li"."'.'ni'.'i'l;il-'\, TJ||1'|-'[:! 'I‘j.:_y_\;‘__ ‘l'-',,'r,j-,,r”-.,; 16
To Jr-f'-._"-r-.'f'-'.l'-Fl,'.-rr'.-'.,--" oS Grant. T 8 A

Sm:—The distribut: i it
: he distribution of the forces under my command, ineident to
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an unexpected change of commanders, and the overwh: Iming force under
your command, compel me, notwithstanding the brilliant success of the
Confederate arms yesterday, to accept the ungenerons and unchivalrous
terms which you propose.
I am, sir, your very obedient servant,
o, B. BUCKNER,
Birigadier-General . 8. A.

FROM POLLARD'S SOUTHERN HISTORY OF 1 HE WAR.

About the middle of September, General Buckner advanced with a
small force of about four thousand men, which was inereased. by the 15th
ot r to twelve thousand: and thounch othe : I.IE.J y

y received, it confinued at about the same strength until the end of

Vel sle 1 the effective toree.

ot Richmond aj

mate means for acquiring them ; r relief from nd unds
imed sources; and to await, & i s next to
happer

@
r

Jonnston s lorces, an

There is I:"i||i!|.'_' more remarlk-
:ZLIiI'.""-'-El:'I'n' of the "-:'l-!-:l' of

the principal strat

toler:

"l'-'|"|"-_\'- and the |-li|_'_' and tion, by the government

of a l-!'- ':']I-"'l 1:'I.:! !'!”“ |1 fl-'\'!lli'_ll'_' l-lli I"\.'-.'Illliil.] disasti !

n Bowling Green early in October, General

Un establishing himself
lohnston wrote to the War Department: “ We have received but littl
accession to our ranks since the Confederate forces erossed the line; In
fact, no such enthusinstic demonstration as to justify any movements not
warranted by our ability to maintain our own ecommunications,” Il -

warnment for reinforcements. He made a

peatedly called upon the g

¥
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96 GINERAL VIEW OF THE SITUATION.

call upon several states of the Southwest, including Tennessee, for larga
numbers of troops. The eall was revoked at the instance of the ;gml,.,-]-'l.
ties in Richmond, who declined to furnish twelve months' volunteers
with arms; and General Johnston, thus disconraged and baffled by a goy-
ernment whicl was friendly enough to him personally, but insensible to
the public exigency for which he pleaded, was left in the situafion of
imminent peril, in which General Beauregard was so surprised to find
him.

A memorandum was made of the conference between the two generals;

In r];--;-]:ul_l:..i'ii-_-!u~:11'|-_ru-]'.n-'.!--n.‘i|-||--:':.—| Beaurecard entirely coneurred
! 1.

It was determined to fight for Nashville at Donelson, and General John-
ston gave the best part of his army to do it retaining only, to cover his
front, fourteen thousand men, about three thousand of whom were so en

feebled by recent gickness, that they were unable to march.

In o letter to the President of the ‘_.‘--iLi'\'f]-'E':ZI'I‘-'. l‘:{]ll:lirl;.III:! the condi-
tions of his I'\'.-.'Illi_ll'l-._\' l':llll]lili:_"[l, General A, S. Johnston said: "1 mag-

nified my forces to the enemy, but made known my true strength to the

:nt and the governors of states.”




CHAPTER X.

ADVANCE OF THE ARMY OF THE ONIO FROM NASHVILLE TO SA-
VANNAH, AND THE BATTLE 0OF SHILOH.

Tur ru'r!lEr:lTiHn of _.\'.‘I.H']l'\'.I”l- i‘.“' the .-".,!‘III_\‘ <J|'1}n_- (-J‘h]n_ and
of other r-[J':HI.'I*..i‘Ec‘ ]nh"lfinll.-' ||_\' the army nnder General Hal-
leck, at that season of the year which invites military enter-
prise and the manifest urgency of renewed ageression before
the enemy could recover from recent defeats, forbade delay in
the formation of plans for new operations. General Johnston
had been hurled from his first chosen defensive line. and the
configuration of the region to which his standards pointed,
Tave Ill}:-['l‘[hg' [!|Ilfs‘:tfilri| .-.1' ]l'lt‘ J-n':ll_llall of E|].-‘ m-m'n:!li}. .“HI!H-
tains, vivers, and railroads determine the grand strategic points
and lines of defense equally with those of ageressive maneu-
ver and :—|||I|r.~|_\'. and ]J:tf]n:l'::ic'- II!".i:.[:l['_‘\' [nt{:—”-ifiliu.—-‘ gave
prophecy of the concentration of the western insurgent forees

1, Mississippi. Here the Memphis and C

1arleston

at Corint
and the Ohio and Mobile railroads intersect, and thus form a
railroad eenter which sustains relations to the _'\]‘|~-iu'l|l|l'| and
Tennessee rivers and the railroad system of the South, es-
|"'-'.|:|_Z|_‘\' '\‘\'EE]I ||'Jl,' IQ't't-:t[' road l'IIIIJI""li'rII:_" []l-'.-w' riu-r'-e ;L.‘u] [:it.‘!l—

mond, Virginia. Hence, this position was regarded by the

enemy as sustaining important relations to all proximate and
Iremote |||'||'II:u'I\' n|u-r';llint|~:, and as had been "””;-""'l""""'] 43.\'
the generals in command of the Western national armies. all
the :L[J.illl'_:_"l'lll forces were r-]u:'i'l|i|_\' put in motion thither, as
the _i_"l'.'!lni E\'.l'.\'—IIIDT:!II easi Hjl I!I" :\[],;,4]7,41||||'| §r| the solution of

mastery of the lower portion of the Mississippi river.

In the preceding campaign, General Johnston had been

their paramount Western |»|'-'-lu]~-1|1—t||+- maintenance of the
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98 MARCH TO SAVANNAH—BATTLE OF SHILOIL.

forced into error by public opinion in the South, in holding a
long line against vastly superior armies, and now it beeame
evident that ageression and resistance by the enemy was to be
condueted with massed forces.

This attitude of the enemy demanded the intimate co-
operation, it’ not the actual consolidation of the armies com-
Inan led 'Hj' {;l'ill'l':ll.“" _—H:le‘]C ;1]iL| _HHUH. 1"1“\'||'I|L- !]1!'1!' i.:g-:.],-
of operation were distinet, it was perliaps appropriate thaf
these commanders should sustain a common relation to the

chief at Washineton. But now a common objective required

fhat the two armies should be united under one field com-

mander. The necessity of co-operation had previously
existed, and there had been partial coneurrence in their oper-

\

tions on l'flt' ('lilull.-i_'l'l'.ll'.'.i I1VEr. 'I’t‘h‘-.'i‘.'ﬂ'-"—': the TII'1'|'_----I|_'\'

still eloser union of their armies to meet the palpable con-

centration of the insurgent forces, Generals Halleck and Buell

¢ agreed upon a plan of operations early in March, whose exe-

ention would require their close association; and Savannah,
on the east or right bank of the Tennessee river, had been
designated as the point for concentration. So important an
u_--‘ff-l'l was noft, however, left to the ‘\.'|~]1[1|l::]'_\,' agreement ol
the two generals, but was enforced by the President’s war
order No. 3, which consolidated three Western departments
in one, under the command of Major-General Halleck, and
threw upon him the responsibility for general results flowing
from the various operations of the vast forces and resources
in the West. General Halleck at once ordered General Bue
to march his army 1o ?:'::l\.':|1,|||;1.5|—.'2 movement for which pro-
vigion had been made in the plan of co-operation previously
agreed npon.

At this juncture the Army of the Ohio O] rised ninety-

two.regiments of i|‘=|I:'|."!|"‘-' sexclusive of those which had been

gent to General ITalleck—with an ageregate of seventy-nine

thousand three hundred and thirty-four men; eleven regi-

ments, one battalion, and seven detached companies of cavalry,

aggregating eleven thousand four hundred and ninety-six
men; and twenty-eight field and two siege batteries, with
three thousand nine hundred and thirty-five men. The grand
total was ninety-four thousand seven hundred and eighty-
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three men. Of this aggregate, se venty-three thousand four
hundred and seventy-two men were in condition for the field,
comprising sixty thousand eight hundred and l.'.“l||\—|‘\‘c:]“_
fanfry, nine thousand two hundred and thirty-seven cavalry,
and three thousand three hundred and ¢ I'\'.“L ioht ‘||,||]..JL\_

|

manded respectively by Brigadier-Generals Thomas. MecCoolk,

1e First, Second, Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth divisions. com-

Nelson, Crittenden, and Wood, with a contingent force of
cavalry, in all thirty-seven thousand effective men, constituted
the main ATy, \\'tl.l'.'|l. under the |Il'l'.‘*'|ri_Jill command ol General
Buell, was to join General Halleck in the projected movement
against the enemy at Corinth, Mississippi. The rem aining
i:.il'_: \.-rl-.\ {|l|l|1~:'] tl cltee 11\1' llil-i]m were ll|“-IIIP-LI.|_ ]u\ n-|u_-|;i|
Buell for the defense of his ¢ ommunications, the enforcement
of quietness within his lines in Kentucky and Tennessee, and
for two expeditions co-operative with the ruline moveme nfe—
one, under General ,‘.[m__. m, to seize Cumberland Gap, and the
other, !:;|ull-rfil-|u-:-:;] O. M. Mitchell, to strike the Memphis and
Charleston railroad Hllli|l of Nashville.

1

Before starting to Savannah, General Buell organized the

Seventh |'- !!! 3 Army, :tfll| :1-—'-|'_-'in'|| .-|'|_'_;':||1||:-J'-i_fu-'|_--.-;';|]
. ‘x'-. _\fl'-l"_-':l.la L0 118 commandcl., L1118 division comprised the

troops under General Carter, at Cumberland Ford: the

'_"i,iL';'l-I-.ll 'III'.i_'..|| "-'-"-II"' ‘-:-'.ii!I'||'L!'\‘.'|I from i':::.--i--L'iJ [<en-
tucky, and several additional resiments which had been posted
. . I |

it varions points in I\i'lli"."]\‘\'. General Morgan was instructed
to operate against Cumberland 1i;.§-. and occupy East Ten-
nessee, in the event of an open way thither; and should the
lfensive be impracticable, to hold the enemy in check. Briga-

dier-General O. M. Mitchell, with his division. was ordered to

Nove !IJ"'l’I 1[It' > :‘\:t'hl]l]li*' :II:IE (.'|}:li'1.-'.--|f.|]'= i 1';:'3:3%.!:‘.1] T]ll".“:.'_"il

Vo vkt U A | Latilaiar coa il i
tavett Pl .“*u_\u--'!mll.-.llu.'.-l-.-.[:.='_-;|—

..!'Iii'il|'|-|--:-:..||';| :|i|||
dier-General W. T. Ward commanding, was posted at the camp
of instruetion at Bardstown. [Kentucky. Brigadier-General Du-

L was ]||:.H'--Il in command of the earrison at Nashwvill @,

Colonel Duffield, in command of the r!".'-.'u-nll'\'-:‘|-'--'~] brigade, in-
duding the Ninth Michigan, Third Minnesota, and |'.:;||‘1|

and Twenty-third Kentucky regiments, was ordered from

Lentueky to take post at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, to protect
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the road from Shelbyville to Lavergne, and reinforce either
General Buell or General Mitehell, as circumstances might re-
quire. General Boyle’s brigade, the Eleventh, composed of
the Third, Ninth, Thirteenth and Twenty-first Kentucky, and
the Nineteenth and Fifty-ninth Ohio regiments, and the Sixth
Ohio hattery, was assigned to General Crittenden’s division ;
and Colonel Bruece’s |:1'i\:‘;111|', the F,P“'[‘Ill*\'-rll'i'll!llt_. l'*l!ll]ll'-i:4-lI!IL:'
the First, Second, and Twentieth Ientucky regiments, was
attached to General Nelson's.

Having thrown forward a detachment of cavalry, to save, if
1:11.-@&!;[.-* the bridges between Nashville and Columbia, on the
15th of March.®* General Buell put MeCook’s division
on the road in their rear, as the head of his infantry column.
The Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and First divisions, in the order
mentioned, followed at intervals between the 15th and I_}”ll'lll,
The cavalry saved all the bridges, except those over Ruthér-
ford’s creek, four miles north of Columbia, and over Duck
river at that place. Rutherford’s ereek was soon erossed, but
the water in Duck river being forty feet deep, a somewhat
protracted delay was unavoidable.

General Buell had no pontoons, and he was forced to talke time
fo |111]|I1 H| ||I"|ll\!_"t' or wait for the subsidence of the water. As
the reduction of the water to a fordable stage involved an in-
definite waiting, Johnson’s brigade of McCook’s division was
!'III]']“:{"'[ 11 I']lt: l_'I'I!-"“H‘|ll‘filrI| of a lrl‘il|'_;'l'. Dut I]!uil;'!l the
Thirty-second Indiana regiment was composed largely of me-
e'E|:|l|7.c-.=4, and the whole ]I]'.I.:';!'ll' worked 1'|]|‘t'l'_'_‘l-i-||-:|||‘\'. the
bridge was not completed until the 20th. At a later period
of the war, when there were organized “ mechanies and engi-
I'll'l‘l'?-',“ :';I'II] 1'\'|'I“\' army "'l]rI]II:IIil]I’[' I‘L‘;_L';zl'lln'il |--|!|[+|:||1 1!':|'|||='
as essential as those for supply, the high water in Duelc river
would have hardly caused a halt; but as General Buell was
situated, it was a serious matter to pass this river with his
army and trains. As his delay at this point has such historical
significance, the truth requires that this embarrassment should
thus be mentioned, in connection with the faet that he was

* This was previous to the reception of an order from General Halleck
to make the movement.
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not under orders to hasten his march to Savannah. He had
supposed that General Grant’s army was on the east bank of
the Tennessee river, as the place designated for the conjunetion
of the two armies was on that bank: and when on the
march, he learned first that General Grant’s forces wWere on
the west bank, he was assured that there twas seenrity for
them in the natural strength of their position.

General Halleck’s original object in sending a column up
the Tennessee by steamers, was to destroy the railroad con-
nections at Corinth, Jackson, and TTumboldt. and this expe-
dition, at first, had no recognized relation to the subsequent
union of the armies of the Ohio and Tennessee. This n'llfi']‘jll"lq-.\:
under the direction of General C. F. Smith, was a failure, in

consequence of the lateness of its inauguration, as the enemy’s

at the objective points was such as to preclude all

effort to reach the railroad at either of them. After abandon-
:.II'.," the c-|I.'|":'i of his ﬁ'h_!li.'l“-'illll. (General Smith steamedd !!’l‘.‘.']'[

the river, and debarked his forces at Pittshurg Landing. Gen-

eral Smith did not select this poInt as one for the concentration
of the two armies to move against Corinth, as he was at the

time ignorant of any such purpose. Subsequently, when rein-

forcements were moved up the river with a view to the con

junction of the armies under Generals Grant and Buell for

acainst Corinth, under the Immediate command of
‘;rlll-l';.l |[:!|?-".'](. I];t-l\' 11 lu':"c-:!u" ;:|:II'| 1-.--|L |HI=.|i‘il-!'I at ]']il-|1111';'
I.:I!Ifl!l‘!'.lg'. .|‘||II;~'L \'.'.ll}l-.nl'.l {:l-ll--l':|| Buell’s !.I!lh‘.‘;]:'i].‘-_;".'. f."ll' |l|:!<‘c__‘
of’ concentration was changed, and he was left to learn the
fact while on the march,

"|I1T_!II.'I'|_ ||--i'n:'|~ 1’j|-- |H‘.I:|l'_[{- al '['|r|i||!|]Ji‘.'l Was I"||]|.‘_f n'u]n]l]l_'l't'rh
it was ascertained that General Grant’s army was on the west
bank of the Tennessee river, General Nelson sought permis-
sion from General Buell to ford the stream. and move rapidly
to Savannah. Though not fully sympathizing with his ex-

.  LINCIL 1 . e |yt 1 - - AL i |
citable CIVISION commander 1n |||~= rear that the enemy u-n..ti

attaclk General Grant b fore the t"'-llii-'-ll"'.||J'_" Ay could I'I'::f'i|
hi 1, General Buell gave him !il“ﬂljl.l."*' that, could he Lgt] his
men safely over the stream, with his trains, and all his artillery
and I'.'I.'_""I'_‘_'.l\'_'_‘t'! |u_' should have the .'1’]'1':H'|1'i.' i]ll'IJ"I'i""I"t'\':!l'ii Lo

the Tennessee river. This fact, L‘.'\'i.'1'l'l]‘|]ll'_l'|l'3' ll"ll'lin"; in itself,
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had significance of intensest interest and greatest moment.
It gave the impetuons Nelson the head of Buell’s army, whose
speed in the advance, rapid beyond expectation and the re-
¢':|i|-.-[|t.-ul' of orders, Iai'lll[l'_','!l[- his division to Savannah the
day before the battle of ¢« Shiloh,” or ¢ Pittsburg Landing.”
At 6 A. m. March 29th, Nelson’s division, Ammen’s brigade

leading, plunged info Duck river, and following the tortuous

ford, reached the opposite bank and the head of the army.
The bridge was completed the same day, and the immediate
resumption of the march was resumed. On the 31st, with an
interval of six miles from the head of each division and the
one following, to give room for troops, artillery, and trains,
the Army of the Ohio moved toward Savannah. Only one
route was practieable, a single narrow roadway, in poor con-
dition for the ordinary travel of a sparsely inhabited region,

and six miles was deemed requisite as the leneth of each di-

vision in unembarrassed movement. This road led throurh
Mount Pleasant and Waynesboro, and General Nelson, pass-

ing beyond the latter place earlier than had been anticipated

by General Buell, defeated the ;:f!ﬂiﬁ]::!l of a measure that |
would have prevented the participation of the Army of the

Ohio in the battle of “Shiloh.” General Buell had not yet |
received an intimation that General Grant was in any danger,

or that there was need of haste in the movement of his army,

and desiring to have his forees in good shape to meet a com-

[rade army, obtained permission from General Halleck to stop ]
for rest at Waynesboro. The army commander had also

under consideration the propriety of moving to Hamburg,

above Pittsburg Landing, and thence to place of conjunetion.
Stronger evidence could not be addnced than this project of
stopping at Wayneshoro, that neither General Halleck nor
General Buell, at this time, thought that there was anything ‘
actual, probable, or possible, in the situation at Pittsbure ‘
Landing, to demand the hurried advance of the _'\]'|||"\' of the

Ohio. But General Nelson, i_‘_'_'lll-'['.‘!lll of this ]ll'-llm.--':'.'! to half

at Waynesboro, and alive to the probability of an early attack |
upon General Grant, hurried through the place for rest and 3
trirm :I:H_'_[‘ up for a ]|:|I||l-4|[||t- 'i||1_['||;||1l-1l n to the _\|-;||I~,' 0

the Tennessee, and by sweeping impetuously on the road to

A
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Qavannah, he both defeated the deflection toward Iambure
and the halt at Waynesboro; for before General DBuell
thought it necessary to give orders to Nelson, other divisions,
to which the speed of the first had been communicated, were

L:l.«'m ]"'I‘(“[Iil \\';:I\'Ju-shul‘u-. :||111 wnI!.H NoT lf!ll‘rl be |-|_-.-;_-'_!.,-.|‘
That General Grant felt secure at this time is equally mani-
']'|-|--*_:J';||l]|;.l'. *"F!H[H'lll.ll';!-"I"II." between him and _\--i--::|
wWere establishied on the 3d of \]I| The latter tel ‘.,'f':'i""l'-l
] A

1LES L.

that he could be at Savannah with his division on
On the 4th, General Grant® veplied that he need not hasten
his march, as transports to convey him to Pittsburg .i.:fll'i.ll'_'_.:'
would not be ready before the 8th. Nevertheless, Nelson

|.2.'|-‘:|-‘;||'|] on, :r:LI'L it Wias '-.\'I-H .-!I" I“ll. IIHI‘ he gave motion to '-|:r.-
whole army behind him, and General Johnston was even then
on the march from Corinth, with his entire army, to crush
tance.

General Grant before General Buell could give him assist

e rain fell continuously, the

During the 4th and 5th,
een and the roads bad - but Nelson’s \Iili'-,'.';-.|.||]__

tl
"-".i'l"l'l'\-' Wils l-‘i"'
!'."' |-'-';I_-':||1:--:-'_ I'--::I'lll ."":::‘-.'.'.'.|::;||| |]I11"Ill__:' l}l-.‘ -—'I'Ifl, J".il| ‘l‘-':..".u-i!‘-
den’s division encamped at night a few miles distant. General

S : 1 g T S .
Buell also reached Savannah on the 5th, but did not commu-

nicate with General Grant, as the latter had previously made

a1l :i[||-w'||_'::|-'I:‘i for a ]:Il"':'i]:.'_"' on the 6Gth.

A variety of facts support the assumption that neither Gen-

eral Halleck, General Grant, nor the division commanders on

fl.:"”l'll] -in-'l'-.'l':lll I.‘-lfl'-li'-“'.'_': ],.lil'“l!!_". ]i.fli, |:| renotest ":\'!Il'l".;.-

tion that |]!_-'|-'|l'|:;l\' would advance in offense from Clorinth

with full strength. General IHalleck proposed to command

vanee upon Corinth, and yel he

St. Louis, Missouri, until

quarters at «

the nnited armies in their ad

Was not 1o ]n'_[‘.'.\ ||'|~.' head
Sherman. though not the senior

the Tth. On the 5th, General

division commander, yet virtually so, from the contidence

posed 1in him :-II\"4|~||+-|';1| Grrant, ‘:|'|I“_"i".|[']|=--] to the latter: « All

i

18 Ii'I']I-I along my lines now; the enemy has Cavalry | nir
*This fact has been ::-;.—'\l'lll'li |\- teneral |I|11|‘!l. in gayveral papers Pl
““'IJ"'] ~i|=-'--1||-".‘.':||'. E| ||.|-= |-|-|-||---:||.:|]'-. I'_'\!-j-i-'f‘u i‘l cled |' his | 121101

" the Tennessee, al Pittsburg

ance of the establishment of the Army ol

Landine. instead of Savannah, until he reached Columbia, a though he

had inquired l‘.'l'l'l;.l.'lll.'t'l'-i.\' of General IHalleck.
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front, and I think there are two regiments and one battery six
miles out.” Again: “I have no doubt that nothing will oc-
cur to-day more than some picket fiving. The enemy is saucy,
but got the worst of it yesterday, and will not press our pickets
far. T will not be drawn out far, unless with the certainty of
advantage, and I do not apprehend anything like an attack
upon our position.” General Grant telegraphed the same day
as follows : “ The main foree of the enemy is at Corinth, with

[ troops at different points east.” ¢ The number of men at

Clorinth, and within supporting distance of 1t. ean not be fm
from eighty thousand men.” ¢ Some skirmishing took place
between our outguards and the enemy’s, yesterday and the
1];1.\' hefore.” T have .-'l.';|]‘|-t-|_\' the faintest idea of an attack
(zeneral one) being made npon us, but will be 1|1'--]---1-|a-!. hould
guch a thing take place.” *It is my present intention to send
them (Buell’s three foremost I]I‘.I-JHII*] 0] H;lll.':’.l.""_{'. BOINe
four miles above Pittsburg, when they all get here.”

[t has been claimed, and doubtless with truth, that the po-

gition of }|'-||tl‘:; army before Pittshure [,:!IL\].III_'__" Wias

an L'_\'I'!':'I‘|I|||.§_'_'I‘,' elicible one. Its surface was brolken, and 1t
Wias I'E:=|||{--ti. on |'1l;:']J‘ ;Ii|+1 left by .--[-.u-].;;; 1:|:|I. 111 4 'i'l'-"J'I 11¢a8-
ure, forbade Ii]l'tlil]_:‘ Novements. But the location of the

several divisions on the field did not indicate the l'X!.""'l'.Ii.!"‘._l

of a defensive battle more -"_--::.".'l'-.' than did the ntterances of
the commanders. General Sherman, with two brigades of his
division, held the advance lu:.«i-‘]lsil near Shiloh .\]I‘-'-'.'III.'_{'-|="iI~t:

on the main road to Clorinth. One of his brigades was on the

right, gnarding the bridge on the Purdy road over Owl creek;

:Hll-i;I"i' was on the extremse |l'i". :‘I:;;E'i]illl';' I!u- i"ll'il of IIL
creck, on the Hambure road, General MeClernand’s divis.
ion was in the rear of General Sherman; General Prentiss’
*|.I'~i*]lli| Was |-|-i'-.‘.<'-'ll. |I|-' :i-il'l-l-l_ or |'-!l'_"'E!i !-.,“.'[ Ly {"1I'.iil|=:I. il Ii
[|“' brigade on the extreme left; and the two divisions of Gen-

s Hurlbut and C. . Smith, General W. . L. Wallace com-
1:|;:‘.;|l::|._: the latter, were near Pittsburg Landing, two or
three miles in the rear. These divisions had thus their camps
!Il;l‘ll|5|'1' on the roads i--.‘i"ihl_‘_f toward the -.-]ln'l|||\.":~' ||c.l-iilil\ll al
Corinth. They were widely separated, and did not sustain guch
relations to each other that it was ln-ss'|||]1- to form 1lll§t'](|_\' a
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comneeted defensive line; they had no defenses and no desig-
nated line for defense in the event of a sudden attack, and
there was no general on the field to take, by special authority,

the |'1|]ljilzlillll of 1.[“‘ \\'Fluin' force 1r| il emmeraency.

While the nationa
expectant of such an event, and was passing the nicht of the

army was unprepared for battle, and un-

hth in faneied security, Johnston's army of forty thousand
men was in close proximity, and ready for the bloody revela-
tion of 1ts presence and purpose on the following morning.
General Johnston was :L!H-::Jl\' il |]:4|\' later, in ;|1r;:'||i':r|;:' ]"Ir'i—
tion for attack, than he had anticipated, and this loss of a day
had broneht the ."\!']:I'\' of the Ohio <u11.-||;|.\'h.-' march nearer to
the conjunction with General Grant, to prevent which was the
fl]‘:ll".'r ";I ]l‘!"; l:'l‘l-:lrh'l', E-.'""Ii!\!ltl:\r I||*' Lll]':(i}l':l*l‘l"“"‘. ‘-'ll :|.||||I"';“'¥J_

e battle are so |~:|i{-.'.'|r||- that the men in the |':11||{.-_:!.- \‘.'i'” a8

officers of all _'_[‘I':Ill-'.'-. foresce 'I|||' 1]!‘:4'“}' .~|I'|'.I'_-_"_;‘jl' zll:'t nerve
themselves to meet it. But in this case the nearness of the
cnemy in force was not known in the national army, and
;:_. "¢ Wils nNo .-|u'\'.|;:] i-l'l-l.-;lt';:.’:.:lll f'u]‘ ';|;=- |-L|1,|I_“; -

Early in the morning of the 6th of April, 1862, a Sabbath
day of unusual brightness, cannonading in the direction of
Pittsburg Landing was distinetly heard at Savannah. Gen-
eral Grant ‘*]'.!Iil'ln'i'll that it indicated an attack upon his most
advanced positions, and not waiting to meet General Buell as
he had appointed, and not leaving any instructions or sug-
gestions for his _','_'|'.llv!iI]l"'.' i1 !|,-.n'»-|1|_;_" his ar ny to the field, or
even I"\'|':'-.'?“.‘.|i.|'_.'_' H Ilt'-f-i'.".' that he should :'-I‘-.'L' |I]!IL :*HH"‘!'E, IIL‘
Zave: an '.'I'|||-E‘ Lo {F|'1||':':.:. _\-1'|-C:||| Lo r!!:ll'l']: his l”'\-"_-.'-‘l'fil I‘.]| TO
Pittsh By ].:|!|||'iI|'_'_', and ‘|;||~.-|1.|_'_f a steamer, hastened toward the
noise of !r:liu‘]u'_ [r' .]|
note, that an attacle had

ot a |';'||--Ii|:;‘..-.[ before Monday or Tuesday ; ”l""?"}-'.‘]?'"| for

, however, advise General Buell, by

ICET ITLaae, ‘-."'||=|.-—|' aceunrrence he [|::|!

ot I'.|-.--"L'III|:." him as he had -'-r:|I--|J||-|::E'-i|. and mentioned
the fact that he had ordered General Nelson to move with his
division “to opposite Pittsburg Landing.” The omission to
request him to take any other divisions to the field, or even to
hasten their march to Savannah, must be acci pted as coneln-
sive that General Grant did not at the time anticipate such a

battle as would require the assistance of other portions of the
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Army of the Ohio. General Buell was thus left free to man-
age his army; but being without any knowledge of roads,
and havine no steamers for his troops, he could do little, ex-
cept to 1!iﬁlilil!l']: orders to the rear to hasten forward his near-
ost divisions—Crittenden’s and McCook’s. As the day wore
on, the noise from the front more and more ]I]:Jilll_‘-' indicated
that a general engagement was progressing, and General Duell,

to learn the trne condition of affairs and procure transporta-

river. He subsequently received a note from General (
addressed to the ¢ commanding officer, advance forces, near
I_:iﬂri!!lll'l'..':. r1‘|'|]!ll‘..~'~.~'~t_"l‘.“ :Lll‘\'i.«ill;;' Jz'lm thiat |1'l.~ 1:'!!'1'l'.‘- ]1:'.1'] ]..-- I
engaged sinee early morning contending against an-army es-

timated at a hundred thousand men, and that the introdue-

tion of 1LI'-_-.=]: l1‘au-]|-' I!]usll 1||L.‘: _:.||.'|LI \\‘-;'l‘l}ll ill:-‘E:i[‘=.' ||i.4 Inen an l

dishearten t
As General Grant had mentioned in his instruetions to

e enemy.

('u-r|:-|'::| 1_":.-!-.“![ '.|_|;;§ he |-|.i1]|1 u!:i:lil] H I&_"H.ll[r at ?“:1]‘.'::111!.”!. ii:l-
1

latter at once instituted a search for one. 1'1“”.'-:'.-5' in this

sent Captain Kendrick of his staff, to discover, if possible

E:i'.‘!c'[-ll':ll:-:l" route to the [".lli.|"—|‘|l'!.'-l. ]h:i'-lljl'_'_' 1i|I-::'.:---'i:-'!- of '-.|:

officer, the r--|'1,-|':r|1_\' of a I:_r'\-ln-]‘.':l battle became manifest, in-

l'I"\‘:l.‘*.lll'..l' l]'.-v :|||.\'E-.-E'\ of IEI--M' who were go near :L‘.lti. Vel U hle &

to reach the field. Inecited ]._-\ the distant i'i.".lil-:-‘.lll-i::-!lf'_ the
nearest divisions pressed forward rapidly, the roads havi

bheen I'|l'.'||-'l'l.1 of i|':|i!::--‘ by General DBuell’s orvder, that Ii;

march of three additional divisions should be 1|=_!‘||;!_i.=-.[.--;_

About noon, Captain Kendrick returned, and r'-'i:-I!'i»'iI that
the road nearest the river was ';}|]|||':||-ri|-:L||||-_u|| account of tl

overflow, but that the second was practicable for infantry an i

cavalry, but not for artillery and trains. By this time a guide
had been secured, and the division was soon in rapid motion.
J'\t«' the battle-field was ;:]|||l'-.\;u-]1---1,_ i‘|||_~ .-|'|:L|';L-.-‘|-".' of |‘!I" COI1-

ﬂll'l' ;!!nl its ';.-rtlh'.«' 'Iuw'.':il;-t' :'!|| arent, ri'ill.- :JI'I'.;]rI'\'. Al WOoT'kK

on the bluff above the landing, indicated the nearness of the

foe, and the louder roar of cannon up the river, gave proot
that the gunboats were battering the flank of the enemy, while
the masses of fugitives, huddled in terror under the rviver

banlk, .'-;|H=!\'l‘ I'i.:l.lll]l‘u' of broken lines and reneral demoraliza-

A
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‘t;ﬂ]]. ,“u!.l!‘\'illg :-'l'k‘it!]”.\' to Hli' ﬁl']ll lill"rﬂlf_;'}] I]l".‘"{,‘ ]|1‘|||r[.,=4 rni.
disaster, Nelson’s troops gave evidence of lhan'HH;']l *]."‘"".'['”]"'
and courage. The rear of an army in successful action is often
depressing to those going to the front, but such a scene as
]’H':.-:.lunr;_:‘ Landing presented at 5 p. M., when Nelson suc-
t'L'\"l"'i in i_‘]'H:é.-éiH:_:' Ammen’s brigade, was enough fu_r;lluln;:!_i the
stoutest hearts. This III"I_.',{:LI]['- went into action at once, on the
the

1e final effort of

left of ( irant’s line, at the very crisis of 1
enemy to brealk through to the river. Itformed under the eve

of General Buell, and upon ground of his selection. A short
time previous, General Dragg, on the right of the line, had
hurled his command against General Grant’s ]"Ill|_. npon whose
5§;-_]--'.|-|1.‘.' rested the safety of his army. _1’-]".1_:"._" had partially

,u;_-_.-.-.-.-.'!L-uL when two ]‘I'_'_:"f'_l';-.'lli 3 0f Ammen’s |.II‘.|:'.':<§:', the .‘\']:-;:!l

[Illi" ll]ll] rl‘ll‘”"ll‘\-'.‘-‘::ﬁl]‘ _]|II|",'.I|::[_ '|[|||'-L'|.'-.]_ 7]]|||5 '||1|-"'|:.l{||| near a

{-

battery, then entirely without support. The enemy no doubt

1 ~ i1 » 3
atedl a "'lllsilli'il' victory as the result of [-i_':lxz".:'-‘-

rm = 1 3 = N = L e s e S
assault. To gain the landing, it was only necessary to press
. N

hack Grant's left flank one-eighth of a mile. This accom-

plished, and the position would have been no longer tenable.

ery uneven, and througl

L 1t extencded a i';--|-|- ravine, full of

i
Fortunately, the ground was favorable for defense. It was
y
]

water from the river. Near the river, this ravine was

]|| ;||',.'] ]-:;|‘|'.-c] :5‘.I.'!1'I,\_' 01 ]. XTI illii_‘-' of the III

-

"[1'|',--', '.]'_c- -_|'|'-:--Ii.|] '||1|:||-|'|[ l"a!';l__-"_" al ||.I~;.'t:_‘-.';|I";I_-_"'. .| the
o111l !. ALS, |l:r'.--.i! |]‘;|||||-:‘ a0 .']I E]|-' ||.'|'--::.--i.",|i ' '-l-i LI ";- ||' -j—
but’s division, effected his repulse, and the maintenance of

the left saved the army. The nieht falline soon after this re-

EI'l!'I'_ the |l‘.'_l']i‘;.||]I:' :'\_-_:;_-ug-ll_ :||'-], .lll armies |".:‘!L'I] o1 their

arms, with the conseiousness that the cont 1ct was to be re-
newed on the morrow. IHavine rendered efficient service

during the later hours of the day, throughout the night the
;ﬁ"?'lI!'--u:I.x T‘\'[--;‘ and Lexineton threw their 1!l:‘.l‘\.'_\.' shells
regular intervals, into the lines of the enemy, whose roar and
the ].||-::\'_\.' rain cll-ilr]\.'u-u[ the weary soldiers of both armies of
needed rest.

The Army of the Tennessee had fought at great disadvan-
tage from the fact that it had been attacked before it could be
well formed, and the isolated divisions and brigades had been
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well 1.'“:'\.'["[!!]1{‘1] hefore .~_'~I|;1]n|t‘[' could be rendered. But HHII['_['[[
ronghly handled by the enemy, barring the immense nnmber

of fugitives, it had fought with great gallantry and persistence,
At the close of the day, with thinned ranles and broken or-
ganizations, it held a short line round the hill, upon whose
suminit had been ]Ilii!_‘t."] the ]u':t\'.\' euns intended for offensive

ast essential to defense. General Sherman

purpose, but af
said, officially of his command, that it had become of a mixed
1_-1|:|l‘:||'1-.-r‘." _|Hr-‘ (‘n'IIH“:I.l ]rl"t;‘.‘lfivs ]L:IEI hw_-n :Ii'1".ll.'kl.'ii \'L-r'_\' l-:lt'|l','
in the morning, and though other troops in the advanced po-
sitions had become vigorously engaged, it was not until about
8 A. a. that he ¢ became safisfied for the first time that the en-
[TTRY desioned a determined attack on the whole camp. “Mhe
divisions were hurried to the front.! and 1||I'|III‘L.:']|H-'II a a];.‘_\' of
hardest I.|.:'_"|J‘|-||'.:'_': all the divisions ]!.‘tlf] heen driven back from
[I--"II:'. (0} [--'.IJ'L[. and all had been shattered. _.\'1':||'|l".' all of
['I'l'll':llﬁr-" I|:.‘\"l~'-'|-=1|. 101 |\'i]||'-| or \\'cl]it|l|~"-]. ]l.‘u] I-I--'il l':;_!:-'fll|'-:-|1_
General . W. L., Wallace had been 1L|--3'1:|||_\' wounded, and
his division had hecome E'i':ll‘jl.'ll'rll'.ll'I\'. The divisions of Me-
Clernand and Hurlbut had maintained greater compactness,
but had lost heavily. But the last line of the Army of the
Tennessee before Pittsburg Landing was a demonstration of
the unaccomplished purpose of the enemy.

Bach army was yet hopeful of final victory. The success
of the enemy warranted the hope of further advantace, an
he had not heard of the presence of* a ]I"I'[.IIIEI of Buell’s
army on the field, and the proximity of such other portions
ag would on the morrow 1']L:I||l',,'_'l.' E'r-hl'[ll-:lliil'\' the econditions of
the confliet.

(1 fi"|'i|] ll|'i 5||"’_:'II|"|“ '\.'\.']ll‘ ]lElll_ ?-»2]|'|'|'=-||['Li O Bupreme coll-

1
j I'. M. the

ter the fall of General Johnston. about

day, jubilant over the palpable advantages gained,

sured of complete vietory, sent such dispatches to

a8 to evolke from Mpr. Davis a messaee of con-

orat lation to the Confederate COngress, :|-'.-¢|'|'t'|||l-_" the total
defeat and rout of General Grant’s army.

Late in the evening, Gieneral Nelson succeeded in eross-
ing the remainder of his division, and during the night

Crittenden’s division reached the field on transports, which

A ——
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had been sent to Savannalhi at the request of General
Buell, when he first met General Grant. MeCook’s divis-
ion, by a foreed march, reached Savannah late in the
evening, and finding that no provision had been especially
made for the II‘;!I|.-‘}H:I'I':I[1-|H of his men, General MeCook im-
I'l"'.“r-'l":] boats as they touched the shore. Tt was known that
this was the last division from the Army of the Ohio that
could reach the field in fime for the battle of the next day.
But a fourth fresh division of General Grant’s army, coms-
manded lu_\' General L. Wallace, arrived at niecht from ‘.'1'I’.|_'|||'.-=
Landing. General Buell examined the eround in front of
General Grant’s line, and selected ]IH*;.I.IHIH for his divisions,
and gave directions for their formation. No regularly defined
plan of battle was agreed upon between the army commanders.
There was simply an l]ch'I'.ﬂf';II‘.i“H:__{' that they would assume
the offensive the next morning, and that the Army of the
Ohio should take the left of the field. The battle-field 18 an
1'5!“\:"-'-:‘-"1”_’_" |!l|f.[l'-].':illli of very congiderable clevation, 151“-;||{i|]_l_{

into ravines along the Tennessee river, and bounded on the

.‘-'H]‘-EI :lllll Wwest )V InL creek and Owl I‘I'L‘I‘fC. \‘.']:;.l'|1 !I:I\'t'
gOUTCes 1N |'J':|.‘{illli1_\'. but in their divereence COMPAss a wide
gpace, !|||:5Il‘\' \\'r.un'u-ll. 1-‘.ll' :_Jn[_\' here :|]:-i I|!|-|'|- 80 ||.-|-.xl-|l-,- a8 10
embarrass the movement of troops. Small farms and eunlti-
vated fields occasionally broke the continuity of the forest,
but rather gave variety to the scene than suggested special
|'l‘|.~":.---~:'|'||m~1' of troops.

General Buell first formed General Nelson’s division next to
the river as the left of the battle front, and General Grant as-
signed Wallace’s first division to the right flank near Snake
creek, below the mouth of Owl ereelk. DBetween these ex-
tremes the remaining forces were formed—Crittenden’s divis-
1on on the rieht of Nelson’s, with a space for MeCooks on
his right when it should arrive, and on the right of the posi-
tion for this division the troops engaged the day previous,
somewhat refreshed. extended the line to Wallace’s left.

At 5 A, M. -_\:I‘[.‘:H]l‘.‘i :ii\.'i.uiulj wias E"ul‘jm-i] 1n I-IHI'--l' |-:-'.f=']-".
without artillery or reserves, and moved forward. The skir-
mishers soon met the enemy’s pickets and drove them rapidly
for nearly a mile, too far for the security of his right, as Crit-
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tenden’s division was yet some digtance behind. Nelson was
therefore halted, by General Buell’s order, that Crittenden
micht advance abreast. This done, the two divisions moved
forward again with a strong line of skirmishers in front and
on the left flank. Nelson soon encountered the enemy in
such force as not only to check him, but to force his slow
retirement. His need of artillery™® was extreme, and Menden-
hall’s regular battery from Crittenden’s division was sent to
his .-'-|1|u||'ii'i. whose well-directed fire deterred the enemy from
further advance.

The character of Nelson’s onset revealed to General Beau-
1'1'.'_;';||'l[ the presence of reinforcements to General Grant,
Ie BaYS in his report of the battle, that ¢ at 6 A. M. a hot fire of
|:1!::--i-‘+-1f'l\' andl all'imt-]‘_‘. 0] ened from the 1'|l-"!ilr\'-:-'~ quarter on
his advanced line, assured me of the junction of his forces,
and soon the battle raged with a fury which satisfied me that

was attacked 1..\' il ]:ll‘l‘__"t'l‘\' :-|z;_.{-1-3<.1- force.” The presence of

|
Buell was indeed the prophecy of his daofeat, as from the first,

the enemy’s assurance of vietory was contingent upon the
failure of the *\H“.-‘- of the Ohio to reach the field during the

contlict. This state of ”'i“.'_—':'“'* []-,Hlll',"|| li!'u:l:!n-li |!='l'\'-II!|i,'-!"-,'_
Was I .\'|H-l'l|'¢-'|. as ]1" ||:H] r'l-:-e-i\'--nl []1*-' 1':.:_'_"]|'| ]ll‘r‘»'iurll- £l .-'I-l--
eial 1|i--||;:in']1 e that l[t-f.'ll\' had been encountered. ]nl‘.'i:u-_;--l'::_!
Buell in his march from Columbia, and that his main forces
therefore could not reach the field of battle in time to save
General Grant's shattered fugitive forces from capture or de-

struction on the following day.”+ With this

108 he ]Liil-l I
posed his forces, the evening previous, for a renewal of the
conflict. There had been fearful disorganization in his own
army during the previous day. Many of his troops were
fugitives in the rear, and added to the usual causes of disord

n desperate battle, there had been an overmastering tempta-
tion to many of his troops to straggle, to gather the rich sp 1ls

£ 1 o . - . 7. %
or the "illlﬂlf't'ti I';|1.||I.~'1I.r five divisions. DBut notwithstandu

this depletion of his army, from these causes and the severer
casualties of deadly conflict, and the disappoinment of not
* His own was at Savannah.

T Quoted from his oflicial report.
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having crushed Grant before Buell counld join him, he still
foueht them both with such determination and persistence as
are usually born of hope.

At the time that the recession of Nelson’s line was arrested,
McCook’s foremost brigade, Ronssean’s, moved into ].||,~']1.|n||
on the |"|.:'||T of Crittenden. This ]""llf_:'-'llll‘|'.“C‘||"|J(‘E'ﬁ".] the line,

ut Rousseaw’s flank was for a time as much |‘_\"|.|||_-:|-r] as Crit-

1..-||,-5_.-]‘.l:- ]i:ltl 11I'L'|]. as 1E||‘!‘i‘ Was :-;1.|| a \\'1I||' .-']'-:'Lt'l- ]u'['-.‘\'l-l.'tl ”H'.

wo armies. Before, however, the enemy could take advan-

tage of this exposure, Kirk’s brigade reached the field and was
placed in reserve on the right flank. Fach brigade of Buell’s
army was now required to furnish its own reserves, while
Boyle’s brigade of Crittenden’s division was designated as a
Ii',"'l!--!':i:_ reserve. and was g0 E\[FI"L'lIl as to be facile of movement
whenever there should be need of support. General Buell
also availed himself of the fragmentary forces of the Army of
the Tennessee, found in his rear.
r Vo m

‘he Army of the Ohio now offered a battle front one mile
| "||LH ]1'1‘[“.

and a half ['-Il_:‘, abont half the distance between Nel
and Wallace’s right. The left flank was covered with skir-

mishers, and was in some degree protected by the roughness

1 0
of the -_p.-|-'_|-[ near e 1river. I'he 1ot had no assured con-

|||'-'ir:|||| 1,'-'.|i-il E], b ‘\]‘] |_‘.\' !I.[. |_1!||'+|_ll":|||u'_-.'1| .-.E;:|| ]'I'--'.u':] I| H ‘-K-nhi,

To strengthen the right, thus exposed to an enfilading or reverse
fi:'- . l":'|I-1I-i|--i 'r.':"-!_'_":||il' of "l.l ""'I\'.H I|i'\'.|-~'i+||.-' on ¢on i’u'_:' to the
field was placed in reserve in proximity. In front of Nelson
was an open field, partially screened by woods, which extended
beyond the enemy’s line. Crittenden’s left brigade and
MeCoole's 1‘]_:'F:I were coveraed II‘\' a dense 1]|'t‘.1'l'lgfl‘l-".'-"|_'. while
in front of their richt and left brigades respectively the cround
v level in front of Nelson, formed

¥

was open, r[‘]l'-';_"f'“"!]lli.hlilill
a hollow before Crittenden, which fell into a small -'I'I'I'l-;.]l:l-~'5—
ing in front of MeCook. The Hamburg road penetrated
the line near Nelson’s left. The enemy was in heavy force
beyond the open ground in Buell’s front, in a line slightly
c'-]']:.l|l1l.‘ fo his line, having one ]I:!”I'I"\.' =20 '|HI:~'||-i| a8 10 com-
mand Nelson’s left, another to sweep his front and the woods
before Crittenden’s left, a third bearing upon the junction

of Crittenden’s right and MeCook’s left, and a fourth in the
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immediate front of the latter. DBeauregard had massed hLis
forces on his right the evening previous, under General Brage,
to grasp the landing, and in consequence this flank was strone
for defense in the morning.

As Nelson’s division was well offered to the enemy in this
complete formation, it =oon became hotly engaged, as the intro-
duection to the general action, from flank to flank. The enerny
resisted all attacks most stubbornly, and in turn assanlted boldly
and repeatedly with temporary success. In the second effort
to advanee the national line, Crittenden became most warmly
engaged. Hazen’s brigade, on Nelson’s right, captured, i
a charge, the second battery of the enemy, which had been
{':\'l'l'l"“]t‘fi_‘f :I!IIIJH_\'.III.L". But in this act the IFI'E:_:'J{'[l‘ was anh-
jeet to a cross fire of artillery from the adjacent batteries, con-
jointly with an infantry attack, and was forced back with the
loss of the |::1IE|'|'_\‘ and a VEry ]:H'.:'-- number of men. The
enemy followed this advantage and advanced to the front of
ed back by

Smith’s brigade. In the meantime, Nelson was pressed by a

pde |

Crittenden’s left, where he was repulsed and hur

strong force, with evident intent to turn his left, held by Am-
men’s brigade. This brigade fought gallantly to maintain a
position second to none on the field, but at length began to
give ground, and a decided advantage to the enemy scemed
mevitable, as Nelson had neither artillery nor infantry to direct
to its support, Hazen’s brigade having been shattered, and
Bruee’s being needed in its own position. But the impending
disaster was averted by Terrell’s regular battery of MeCook’s
division, ‘-\'|Ji=']|‘ ||.':‘\'.Iil_1'_' "|Il.-1 arrived from Savannali, dashed
into position, and by its rapid and accurate firing silenced the
enemy’s first battery, which was aiding the infantry force press-
ing Ammen. Subsequently, the enemy repeated the attack,
and endangered both the brigade and Terrell’s battery, the lat-
ter having lost very many gunners and being without adequate
support. In this emergency, the Nineteenth Ohio, from Crit-
tenden’s division, and the Second Towa and Fifteenth Tllinois,
from the Army of the Tennessee, were sent to Nelson's assist-
ance. This reinforcement permitted the Sixth Ohio to hecome
the special support of Terrell’s battery, furnishing gnnners in
room of those he had lost. The enemy, however, did not
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at once relax his effort to turn the flank, but was finally forced
back. Then, by a flank attack by Nelson, and a direct one by
Orittenden, aided ]l_\' a concentric fire from the batteries of
Mendenhall, Terrell, and Bartlett, he was driven beyond the
position of his second and third batteries. Afterward. the
enemy assumed a new position some distance to the rear, and
again opened with artillery, but his guns were soon silenced
by Mendenhall, and were subsequently captured by Critten-
den’s l”\'].*illl!. '11IIL".‘4|' BSNCCeREes :]1'|'i||--|| i|'H' contest on the
left, and Nelson swung round over the ground which had been
lost the day before.

The action in the center of the general line, or the right of
Buell’s, was not less h'].-il"lf'wl or decigive than that on the left.
The inifial :l[!:ll']{r:._ ]I_\‘ the extreme lli\'l.«'hﬂh-‘ of the two :Ll']LJ:u-s',
had been made almost simultaneously, and the intermediate
divisions became involved in turn from both left and right.
Thus, McCook followed Crittenden in attacking the enemy.
This division met the same stubborn resistance, and made fire-
-|II=-I;-I' "}I-'-'Z"_','i'.‘:. -]:Hl]“*'HFJ!H‘.‘-'\ |r|'_II::;|Ilt'.]L:L\']H:_" l::i-:vn an :1||\':L1;-'-'-I].
position early in the day, repulsed a charge as its introduction
to battle. It then gave a counter-blow, drove the opposing

force some distance, :.'HIE 1':&5-‘.I1]‘c'll a ]mlic-l‘\'. r”ll_! s'i::!".-l'i‘aun

of Rousseau’s advance left an opening between Mc¢Cook and
'[l'|"§"'||'|1t;l'i|. '\‘»']'.Ii-"]l e 1"|II'EIJL‘-' ]u'1'|'|='|'-.':-||. ;!l||| ||.--_-_-;|3| 0 1Mass
troops to oceupy. To prevent this, General McCook ordered
Colonel Willieh, [:n\!||1.r|:1.1|li.".1|_:_" the rHlili_‘.'---n'-'-JE|=| Indiana, to

drive back the enemy, and by the bayonet and bullet this was

gallantly accomplished. The remainder of Gibson’s brigade
followed Willich, and soon both brigades, Rousseau’s and
Gibson’s, were in hottest conflict. Willich’s regiment at one
time became wedged between other forces, and receiving their
fire was compelled to withdraw. This led to confusion, but
order was soon restored. Kirk’s brigade reached the field
_ill~'f' s |:ll-ll-'.==.|".|ll |L:|1l l_'_\'il'.[]l.—-[i'i] j.]ﬁ .'i]'nll'nin'll"ll':!]. iHIL‘| Il'mf\' 'Elli.-\
position, that he might replenish. While Roussean was absent,
Gibson was severely pressed, as the enemy continued’ his
movements to separate Crittenden and MeCook. His left
|'i‘:__'_'_'.l]l|,l‘]|_1. the _[j..q_”'i}'-[]i“”] Ohio. was invoelved in imminent
o]

LLaBasian

AtprdRL b ndnaslianing

LE RS L NI R PR TR

A

T fd v aaat

e e e TR NP J



114 MARCH TO SAVANNAH—BATTLE OF SHILOM.

danger and was compelled to change front twice under firve to
prevent the turning of the position. Upon the return of Rous-
seau, his brigade, and two regiments of Hurlbut's division
hitherto in reserve, went into line, when General MeCook’s
whole division thus supported, advanced and drove the enemy
bheyond Gieneral Sherman’s camps. The last severe 'ii;_l,']n]-__-_--
was purely defensive on the part of the enemy to hold hia
main line of retreat and cover his retiring columns,

Just asthe fighting ceased, ( reneral Wood, with two brigades
of his division, arrived, and one of them, Wagner’s, joined in
pursuit of the enemy. None of the troops followed far, as
their extreme fatigne and the appre ach of darkness prevented.
Gieneral Thomas' division was still in the rear. DBeing the last
on the mareh, its approach had been retarded by the trains of
the other divisions left on the road.

The losses of each army were heavy. According to official
reports, General Grant logt fourteen hundred and thirty-seven
killed, five thonsand six hundred and Hl"\.'i'lll‘\'—]l.!!ll' wounded,
and two thousand nine hundred and thirty-four captured.
Cleneral Buell lost two hundred and thirty-six killed, one
thousand eight hundred and sixteen wounded, and eighty-
'-'].'4'|'1 1-;a||1|n'i'|1. The IHI:]! loss 1n the two armies was twelve

1[|||-[]=‘-:||]l] One hl'.!ll]f'm! :tllel HIJHUE_\'. r”u- l_-lh'l:l.\' lost one 'I]I!'-I'_-

sand seven hundred and twenty-eight killed, eight thousand
and twelve wonnded, and nine hundred and fifty-seven cap-
tured ; total, ten thousand six hundred and ninety-seven.
Barly the next morning after the battle, Generals Sherman
c'lll'! Il'."‘-..-.-IH|. \\'il]t two 1!!'1_:‘:[(!1':-' i-:u‘]:_. were sent 1'-'-1‘\\':|]'c| i'l’\'
Gteneral Grant to discover the position of the enemy, if in po-
sition, or to pursue him,if in retreat. The movement was
promptly made, and resulted in the discovery that Beauregard
had withdrawn his infantry and artillery beyond Lick creek,
and had left a large hody of cavalry in his rear. (General
Sherman encountered this force and drove it some distance
toward the main army, when he and Wood returned to camy.
General Beauregard succeeded in removing the artillery, which
he captured on the 6th, but lost guns and munitions on the
Tth, and was compelled to leave his severely wounded men

in hospitals near the field.
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As was common during the war, especially at the beginning,
cach army commander greatly overestimated the ﬁtr;ngﬂh ;f
the other. General Beauregard computed General Grant’s
forees on the 6th, at forty-five thousand, and his reinforcements
on the Tth at thirty-three thousand, elaiming for himself about
forty thousand at the commencement of the battle, and not
over twenty thousand on the Tth. While CGreneral Grant
during the battle, was led to believe that he was fichting one
hundred thousand Inern, ;__"i\'i]tj: no other estimate after its
conclusion, at least in his official report. He had on the field
at the beginning of the battle about thirty-three thousand men,
:l.".-l lu'r!lt-l".ll I';'lll']] gave h.llJl ‘.]u_' :~'L-l-nr]ii s|;1.\' ui:-.::ll ]‘.‘.'\'-HI::.'
thousand.

General Albert Sidney Johnston, the commander-in-chief
of the 51|.~1|r‘;w-|ez forces in the ‘\“»PL'.“»]? died on the 111>|-l, from a

gunshot wound. G. M. Johnson, provisional governor of

Kentucky, and General Gladden were mortally wounded, and
four other general officers were wounded. General Grant lost
but one general, W. H. L. Wallace, temporary commander of
General C. F. Smith’s division.

The battle of ¢ Shiloh,” viewed in reference to the antece-
dent |-!:':!|.~ and movermnents which 1|1‘|u[=.1|'|.'11 it, 1|11.':~'1I'1'll|1_-'li| and
losses of 1|H' i||'||L:.|"'" t'1!.'.1‘:l_:‘l-'|. iLII'I. [lu' |Il-|'r-i4F|'|=? Jil_‘-_','ll:-lll;_" Hi"
each, both when filushed with snceess and |||-[u-!u-_~- of \'-||-1-=:'.\',
must be l'l'_'_['il!'~il'l|. as one of vast results as :|!']'x--'i"i.1|:_:‘ the gen-
eral struggle; also, as one unique in type as regards some at
least of its I\i"llll.llll'lll features.

The jhh—iiilﬂl of the .\\J‘]IIL\' of the Tennessee, on the west
hank of the MTennessee |"|'.--r'. :a\‘f:t:.iillll.." the I'1I]II'Ill_f_" of the
."ll'1||l‘.' of the Ohio. for m:-e-tn-!'::iillll in offense '.|"'_":1:ii|":1 the con-
centrated foreces of the enemy in position in proximity, cer-
tainly invited the attack. The invitation was accepted with
such tardiness as prevented success. General Johnston did
indeed intend to deliver battle on the 5th: but the fact that
he did not, or could not as he had ]-I;:illh'ﬂl, Proves that his
forecast was at fault. General Grant did not anticipate bat-
tle before General Buell could join him, especially after he
Was ]i]llr'ﬁ'n to be near. ;|[||l General Johnston deferred his ad-

vance until it was possible for Buell to participate, although

Hi ‘l-ii-i'l.l.ii:-b’.
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he also knew that he was in motion to accomplish this object,
Thus this great battle was fought as the result of the mu-
tual misapprehension of the commanding generals of the
probabilities and possibilities to each> Tt was delivered too
early for General Grant’s plans and those of his chief, and too
late for the success of General Johnston. The stern, soldierly
character of the great majority of the men of the Army
the Tennessee gaved it from overthrow when fighting under
conditions of positive disadvantage. The opportune and es-
sential aid of the Army of the Ohio was revealed in the type
and issue of the second battle. It was an t',\'l'l‘;fiIl':l'.i:li'.l'j.' \l\;_
perience in the history of war, that two armies, under sepa-
rate commanders, should ficht a snccessful battle without
,1,_gi|li|_|_.]§- ]-l-l-“_u_-"1|'[;1g-.-1 relations or ."-;llt_‘l'.l!rlﬂ' ]I]'.Il!.:i: each [:’.'_'l:I:!!'_"
almost alone on the same wide field, and yet each fighting for
the other as parts of the same army.

The compact line of the Army of the Ohio, the absence of
all stragglers, the space it occupied in the battle front, the
Way it was 1.r|:'.‘.|IH"||_.;lI]¢i the manner of its fi\‘.‘_’||iii|;‘ from flank
to flank, give it a record for discipline and valorin its first
great engagement that will not suffer in n--nulu:zri:m;: with that
of any other army on any other field of the war. The exact
gervice if rendered on the ]I!Inn]_\' __'_"]‘H'.Ill!] of ¢ Shiloh® can not
he a matter of doubt. The official report of General Buell,
and those of the division, brigade, and regimental com-
manders, giving the details of the engagement on the left and
center, ]I]'i]llu' "1]||u ]Illll! I‘I-|.Il-i" |-.:|=: |1.f‘~|i]|.'_;'1|‘5.-lll'fi :'T"i!‘ilil-'li.|'l"._ and
success of each unit, large and small; while the testimony
from the officers of the ,'\l'll:l\' of the Tennessee, and even
those of the enemy, is equally emphatic. General Sherman
nsed language of strongest compliment in his report. When
General Beauregard had despaired of success on his right, an
anxious to secure a safe retreat, had massed his forces on the
Corinth road, near the “Shiloh Chapel,” and having there

made such impression upon the line as to threaten the isola-

* General Buell states in his official report, that he knew nothing of the

position of General Grant's forces, except a few regiments that he put mn

llt;.ii[]lrll with Ili-"-' own :I'll'lllh_
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tion of Wallace’s division, McCook’s division gprang to the

front, and General Sherman thus speaks of its action: “ Here

T saw for the first time the well-ordered and compact Kentueloy

forces of General HII-'”: whose soldierly Imoveément at once

eave confidence to our newer and less disciplined forces.

I'!-Ic-:"- [ saw Willich’s regiment advanced upon a point of

T arneo b
1211 a4rose the

water-calks and thickets in beauntiful stvle. T

41 1:||l=~]§i'|]'_‘u' fire T ever heard. and lasted some twenty
minutes, when the splendid regiment had to fall 1-;-\--|\'.."
Again: “ Willieh’s regiment had been repulsed, but a whole
brigade of MeCook’s division advanced beautifully deployed,
and entered this dreaded wood. I ordered my second bri-
cade, then ecommanded by Colonel T. Kilby Smith (Colonel

- A

1 IWas T o . S e b s £ 3
oilars pelng wounndec), 10 101 on 18 rie

i

17, and my fourth

brigade, Colonel Buekland, on its right, all to advance abreas

with this Kentucky brigade before mentioned, which I after-

ward found to be Roussean’s brigade of McCoolds division.

I gave personal direction to the twenty-four pounder Funs,

whose well-directed fire first silenced the enemy’s guns to the

left, and afterward at the Shiloh _“-:1-«:-'5'!||.-_-'-‘?|--il.-\-_ Rousseau’s
1

brieade moved in: splendid order steadily 4 RS A AT
rigade moved 1 splendid order steadily to the front, sweep-
< . J L

i!l:_' --‘-l-!"\I||iI:1‘ ]n'ihls]'u- '|[_ :.':||| ai ! P. M. We ,»i-u.u| |',1|.-|]| |E[|-
ar mnd of our ‘li"'._:'.lllii-! front line. and the enemy was in full

retreat. I directed my reserve brigades to resume at once

their original camps. I am now ordered by General Grant to
» personal eredit where I think it is due, and censure where
[ think it merited. T eoncede that General MeCool’s splendid

division from Kentucky drove back the enemy along the
Corinth road, which was the creat center of the field of bat-
lf*.zl';l". where E'-:-;!I'.]'I-_:_";:l‘ll commanded in [---."---ll.r~'-llrJ_H-‘t'it'l.l

by Bragg’s, Polk’s, and Breckinridge’s divisions.”

;"'I";'rll 1'LY:IH::I'!', \'\|L|-'-i.' 1].i'1.|:--.|-|||_ ‘.‘.'i” |+" 1'|-!!|I'I:‘15H':“-'l-[,

held the extreme I"I'_;'!ll'_ and had driven the L'.'I"!.IL'-."'-' left

5 [ 4 X i - I £ e [y [P R PR
it distance, thus speaks of the action of Willich’s
ment, in its effeet npon his own command, which at the time

3 1n peril of complete isolation, as from the recession of
i

Greneral Sherman’s right, his own left was exposed. General
Y17 .1 O = . i -l

\(\;i.'lill'v had previously made a most |l|'.'"'|‘|||!'|=-|| eftort to turn
the enemy’s left by changing front by a left wheel, relying

[,

e .-.uiﬁ-.’::'-:-.‘i
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upon the forces on his left for the support of that flank of his
division. But the supporting troops had given way, his own
reserves had been thrown to that flank, and dispositions had
been made to cover his retreat in the event of need. « TFor-
tunately,” he states, “before the enemy could avail themselyes

of their advantage, some fresh troops dashed against them, and

once more drove them back. For this favor my acknowledg-
ments are especially due to Colonel Augnst Willich and his
famons regiment.”

From these statements it appears that while Wallace had
wheeled upon the enemy’s flank, and his own left flank was in
peril, that troops from the Army of the Ohio gave it security,
and that consequently General Buell’s forces were holding
the whole battle front to the left of the .I]lllll'f'ﬂl'll flank of the
extreme right divigion of the two armies. General MeCool’s
division, fiehting in view of the two richt division command
ers of the Army of the Tennessee, deserved all the praise they
:_:',-“4.-|'r_;|]1:1lh_' bestowed, but it was not more deserving than the
other two divisions of the army, Crittenden and Nelson’s,
which defeated and routed the whole I'ilu'l'll of the Contederate
:||'|]|.‘|.-*

The results of this hattle !'l']ll':l1t‘li the H‘E.:'l!‘l“":lll*'l' of pre-
vious ones—that the war was one of wvast 1|-1'n5mr~.'-iu|:~'. and
that its duration might extend far into the future. At its be-
ginning, hope of its early termination was entertained North
and South, but as it progressed, great battles, whether decisive
or not, seemed only to feed the energy and intensify the ruling
sentiments of the two sections. After ¢ Donelson™ the enemy
took |'~'1.=~Eli"l| far to the south, to l[_"il”ll‘l' .-E|'L'l|;'=.]1 for a decisive
oftfensive blow, to restore prestige to his arms, and regain the
vast fertile region of country which he had lost. General
Beauregard had been sent to the West to assist General John-
ston in the assumption of the offensive in Kentucky. When
that was '11|11m_~a='ﬂ1||-, the two _-_1*.-1|_\--1';]],~c _}_";[[I[L-]'i-l[ troops from all
quarters at Corinth. Brage’s veterans from Fort Pickens,
and Polk’s forces gnarding the Mississippi river at Columbus,
Kentucky, were called thither, and the governors of the States
of Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, and Lonisiana were in-
voked for additional forces, that the %]H'l'l‘ll‘_\' concentration of
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a vast army might assure success. Their first object was to
overwhelm General Smith, should he advance from the pro-
tection of the gunboats, and the second and greater one was
to strike a sudden blow to ernush the army under General
Grant, in position before Pittsburg Landing, and in the direc-
tion of Savannah, before he could be reinforced by General
Buell. Perhaps no battle of the war was projected with
greater objects than that of “Shiloh.” The aims were to
crush. first, Grant, then Buell, and then take the offensive
throughout the West. Dut the magnitude of the interests
involved., did not find 1'|lI'J‘l'HlHJIItL'III'I‘ in the .‘-|I'L'!I_ﬂ_{'[!l of the

army gathered at Corinth, and the initial movement of the

grand scheme was undertaken too late to succeed. To cover
up the total failure of the plan, minor advantages were mag-
nified in the report of General Beauregard, and an adroit
apology was given for the withdrawal of the army from the
ared themselves satistied with

battle-field. The leaders dec
the result, and the press thronghout the South expressed the
hopefulness of final triumph which General Beauregard
claimed for himself and his defeated army. But beneath this
show of hope there must have been the profoundest disap-
pointment. A hopeless defensive at once took the place of a
bold aggression, freichted with the grandest anticipated re-
sults. *Shiloh ™ buried hopes which had stronger founda-
tions than any of the admitted |',\'|n_-1-1;|1'|-|1|_~é of .-'=l||.-\--|ln-|11'.
campaigns and battles. This battle was to the enemy mnot
ll|t'|‘v|_\' another [rr'w:I' of what = Mill :"‘III"HJ‘:_"'*“;LIH] “ Donelson ™
had palpably revealed—the persistence and pluck of the na-
tional troops—but it was the miscarriage of a new mode of
warfare, for the quick destruction of two armies destined
for conjunction and co-operation in room of the diffusion of
their forces to defend territory. This fact gives broad signifi-
cance to the issue of the battle of © Shiloh.” =A grand plan
there failed through inadequate resources and comparative
feebleness of execution)y And failure from either cause, where
the possibilities lying beyond initial success were so promising,
meant the loss of the cause rather than that of a great battle.
But the Northern people, though claiming a victory, m asured

[t was

its scope by the more palpable and immediate results.
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a victory because it was not a crushing defeat. The Confed-
erate army was not so erippled that it could not safely with-
draw from the field and enter upon preparations for battle on
some other field. It did not therefore appear especially de-
cisive. And this feeling, coupled with the sadness engendered
by the multitude of the slain, and the sufferings of the far
oreater multitude of the wounded, was a heavy oftset to the

[

joy which the victory produced.

NasuvinLe, Mareh 3, 1862,
General Hallsek, St Lowis :

What can I do to aid your operations against Columbus? Remember
T am ﬁ.-E.;“'”l‘-L] from you by the Tennessee river, Johnston is moving to-
ward Decatur, and burning bridges as he goes.

D. . BUELL.
""‘l E,l’l-l"l_‘:, ],"’.lr I: E\I'
Glensrali Buell Nushville s

[f Johnston has destroyed the railroad and bridges in his rear, he can

not return to attack you, Why not come to the Tennessee, and operate
with me to ent Johnston's line with ."‘-]ll']!lll]li:-, Rancl I]'l-in, and New Mad-
ridl? Columbus has been evacunated and destroyed. Enemy is concen-
trating at New Madrid and Island Ne. 10. T am concentrating a force
of twenty thonsand against him. Grant, with all available force, has gone

gson, and Hum-

up the Tennessee to 'E"'.‘U"'j connection at Corinth,

boldt Estimated .‘:\[]'1'“.'_'[]'_‘ of enemy at New Ma 1, E-'.:.'!l-].--i|-:'|. aned
Memphis is fifty thousand. It is of vital importance to separate them
from Johnston's army. Come over to Savannah or Florence, and we can

do it. We then can operate on Decatur or Memphis, or both, as may ap-
H. W. HALLECEK.

NasuavinLe, March 5, 1862,
General Halleek. St. Lowis:
Your viewsaccord with my own .-_'|-||l-5'.[!|:\" but some slight modilications

Beem O me necessary. At least there are details about which we ought

to be able to consult freely. Can we not meet at Louisville in a day or

¢ I think it very 1:;|;---|'i int. The e 1'=|'|-'.'.'.i':||i-+‘:|||1't!l_'-."i'-nllh.~' and trans-

portation can not be completed for some days. We have had two lor-
midable rivers to cross, and have forced ourselves here without trans
Port tion or baggage The thing which I think of wvital -||Jj!l"|'|iI|I"-' 15
that vou seize and hold the bridee at Florence in force Johnston 18
now at Shelbyville, some fifty miles south of this. I hope you will ar-

range for our meeting at Louisville,

D. ¢, BUELL.
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St Lours, Mareh 6, 1862,
General Buell, Nashville:

[ can not possibly leave here at the present time. Events are pass-
ing on so rapidly that I must be all the time in telegraphic com-
munication with Curtis, Grant, Pope, and Commodore Foote. We must
consult by telegraph. News down the Tennessee that Deauregard-has
twenty thousand men at Corinth, and is rapidly fortifying it. Smith

will probably not be strong enough to attack it. [t is a great misfortune

to lose that point. I shall reinforce Smith as rapidly as possible. If
you can send a division ];:\' water around into the Il“'ll]Jl"-:'-L'l', it would re-
quire only a small amount of transportation to deo it. Would receive all
its supplies by the river.

H. W. HALLE

(¢

Nasavinre, Marel 9, 1862,
General Hallecl, St Louis :
[ did not get your dispateh of the fith until yesterday. that of the 8th
to-day. I suggest the following: The enemy can move {from one side of

L

the river to the other at ll]\':l-ill'l't', and if we attempt to operate on both

des hout the same facility of transit, we are liable to be beaten in de-
point T previously suggested is the only one from which we can
act centrally. That secured, we can act according to circumstances cither

way. If you oceupy that peint, 1 will reinforce you by water or join you
by land. Otherwise I may detach too little to save you, or else so much

S O endan

ger Middle Tennessee, the importance of which I need not al-

l.:-'-_' L0, If we |_'Ui.i|_li meet, [ think that we L't:J'!L;.|_|. l'l_‘][-"[' :[[||1-_-['=1-l]|||, each

other.

My forces are moving up the Tennessee river we can ob-

':.I.--i. }-IE: (]
is deemed

rence was the point ori

‘.l.l!:",ilu_---[".;L]iulll_ l'

nt of the enemy's forces at Corinth and

i \I--!u.n.

at Savannah, and est

15 ferrics.  The selection is left to €. F. Smith, who eommuands the
nee, Pope has turned Island No. 10, but the enemy shows no dis-
P n to evacuate, Curtis is asking for reinforcements in Arkansas, 1

st ---i||i ||ir|| BEOIMe [1-.|.,|]|,1' j1|[|'|JI;|'Il |.c||' 'ennessee. Yon do not SH A

whether we are to expecl any reinforcements from Nashville.
H, W. HALLECK.

N asaviLLe, March 10, 1862,
Cr raf |'r1" 1Ll ‘:'. ,\'.". J‘l Wi -

: ;.:.«.A.-_.Hi.._-l ;|11{l ;||_..c, ,]||[,. ,.u._\_|;|]']|_l,' ||‘;\ []Ln counLry }l-ll'li| of the

nessee river, with Nashville as a center, is of vital importanee both in a

political and military point of view. Under no circumsta

Jeopardized. Tt enables us, with the Tennessee as a

east, west, and south, All our :L1'1';Ju_'__f|-|n|-||L.=-.-i|1lllilll loolk to ¢
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Wo can not tell now which dirvection to talkke when we

for that object.
You ean nobt well tell what force you

et within rveach of the enemy.
1-l|-.|_',' meet ot the west: still less can I tell what may come in the direction
of Stevenson, With this view, the establishment of your force on this
gide of the river as high up as possible, is evidently judicious; and with
the same view it would be unnecessary and inadvisable tu change the

line on which [ propose to advance. I can join you almost, if not quite

as soon as by water, in better condition, and with greater security to your

operations and mine. I believe you can not be too promptly nor too
strongly established on the Tennessee. 1 shall advance in a very few days,
as soon as our transportation is ready.

D. €. BURELIL.

[PRESI DENT'S WAR ORDER, NO. 3.]
ExgouTive MAxsiox,
W asgmngron, March 11, 1562,

Major-General McClellan, having personally taken the field, at the
head of the Army of the Potomac, until otherwisae ordered, he 18 relieved
from the command of the other military departments, he retaining com-
mand of the Department of the Potomac.

Ordered further ; That the two departments now under the respective
commands of Generals Halleclk and Hunter, together with so much of
that under General Buell as lies west of a north and south line indefi-
nitely drawn through Knoxville, Tennessee, be consolidated and desig-

I

nated the Department of the Mississippi; anc that, until otherwise

dered, Major-General Halleck have command of said department.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN,
By order of Secratary of War.
L. Tromas, Adjutant-General.
(MBecial.
W, D. WareeLe, Assistant Adjulant-General. \

NAsuvILLE, Mareh 20, 1862,
T General . Thomas, Adiwtant-General, Washington :
The following is the foree, in whole, of the late Department of the
Ohio, as nearly as can be ascertained at present: !
02 veriments of infantry—00852 for duty—79,334 aggregate, present
and absent.
11 regiments, 1 battalion, and T detached companies cavalry—9,222 for

duty 11,496 areregate present and absent.

28 field, and 2 siege batteries—3,368 for duty —3,953 aggregate, present
and absent.

The above figures include battalions of the 15th, 16th, 18th, and 19th

regular infantry, and 2 companies of regular cavalry. Will report more

particularly by letter,
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The data are found in great detail in lasi department return, excent
that eight regiments were detached for operations against Fort Donelson,
and have not been returned.

D, €. BUELL,

Brigadier-Gleneral, Commanding.

[CTRCULAR.]

Heanquanrrters Fourra Divisiow,
Cavp Near Serive MHinn, Tesy., Moreh 28 1872,

Reveille will be sounded to-morrow at 4 o'clock 4. . At 6 4. . the

Tenth brigade will move with one day's rations in haversacks, in the fol-

lowing order: 1. The 24th Ohio regiment; 2. The 6th Ohio regiment :
3. The 36th Indiana regiment. The wagons will be carefully loaded,
'.\':[il h-j'|-1'u||_:-1- 8] lltll'l]'lllﬂ ]'Hc'ii river: tents i1||'i f\i]]:-[' articles not :i:||n|l'
to injury from water, at the bottom, and ammunition at the top

On reaching the ford, the men will strip off their pantaloons, secure
their cartridge-boxes about their necks, and load knapsacks on the
wagons. Bayonets will be fixed, and pantaloons in a neat roll will be
carried on the point of the bavonets.

A halt will be ordered on the other side ‘of the ford to allow the men
to take off’ their drawers, wring them dry, and resume their elothing and
I{]}.|||.--:;l‘|\'=',

Strong parties will be detailed to accompany the wagons, to assist them

ir the ford, The rear :,._1'”.'31'!! to each reciment will consist of one

111 CTO&s]

company under charge of a field officer, whose particular province will

be to assist the passage of the train over the ford. The ammunition
boxes of the artillery will be taken off the limbers and passed across the
riVer on scow 5.
By command of I'-J'i;__'.-ulivr-* reneral Nelson.
J. MILLS KEENDRICE

.'I "".a'._.-' .J.-‘ ststant -1-:':-.' '-!:‘-’-'r—'r._r‘"'l- f-'-'.'.F.

Savaxvanm, April 6, 1862,
wral William Nelson, Commanding Division in General Buell's Avrmy:

An attack having been made upon our forces, you will move your en-

tire command to the river, opposite Pittsburg. You can easily obtain a
guide in the village.
By order of Major-General Grant. . .
JOHN A, RAWLINS,

Agsistant A l-':.; ufant- G ene rad,
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Savaxwam, April 6, 1862,
General D. €. Buell :

Heavy firing is heard up the river, indicating plainly that an attack has
been made upon our most advanced positions. I have been looking for
this. hut did not believe that the attack could be made before Monday or
Tuesday. This necessitates my joining the forces up the river, instead
of meeting you to-day as I had contemplated. I have directed Nelson to
move to the river with his division. He can march to opposite Pitts-
burg.
Respectfully, your obadient servant.

7. 8. GRANT,
Major-General Commanding,

Prrrssure, April 6, 1862,
Commanding Officer, Advance Forces, near Pittsburg, Tennessee,

GexerAL :—The attack upon my forces has been very gpirited from
early this morning. The appearance of fresh troops on the field now
would have a powerful effect, both by inspiring our men and dishearten-
ing the enemy. If vou will get upon the fiald. leavine all bagoare on the
t bank of the river, it will be a move to our advantage, and possibly

save the day fo us.

The rebel force is estimated at over one hundred thousand men.

My headquarters will be in the log building on the top of the hill,
where vou will be furnished a staff’ officer to guide you to your place in
the 1i.|_'tl1.

Respectfully, ete.,
U. 8. GRANT,

Ma

This communication General Buell received, who states in his official

t of the battle that he requested General Grant to send steamers to

Savannah to bring up Crittenden's division, which had arrived during the

morning.

EXTRACT FROM GENERAL BUELL'S REPORT.
[ found upon the ground parts of about two regiments, perhaps one
thousand men sequently a similar fragment came up of General

Grant's force. I directed to act with MeCook's attack, and the

employed on the left. I sent other straggling

troops of General Grant's force :.‘||1'.I-"]5:l-'l-1ll'. on General MeCoolt's
somo {iving had alveady commencad [ had no direet knowledge of the
disposition of the remainder of General Grant's force, noris it mjy provinee
to speak of them. I regret that I am unable to name those that came
under my direction in the way I had stated, for they rendered willing

and eflicient service during the day.
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EXTRACT FROM GENERAL GRANTS OFFICTAT, REPORT.

As there is a deep and impassable ravine for artillery or cavalry, and

very difficult for infantry at this point, no troops were stationed here ex-

cept the necessary artillerists and & small infantry force for their supnort.
Just at this moment, the advance of Major-General Buell's column and

a part of the division of General Nelson arr

ved, the two generals named
both being present. An advance was immediately made upon the point

ol attack, and the enemy was soon driven back.

During the night all was quiet, and, feeling that a great moral advan-

tagre I,','|I||]'.] be ;.":IE'III'II l'_‘.' I-'l_'l'll!Il-l!'_.'.! []::_-_ AtLaC i;:-l'_' |:;1]';' v. an adyv » Was

ordered as soon as day dawned. "The result was the gradual repulze of
- 4

the enemy at all points of the line, from 9 until probably 5 oclock in the

afternoon, when it became evident the enemy was retreating.

EXTRACT FROM GENERAL BEAUREGARD'S REPORT.

After spealking of the call upon various governors of states for troops

ag00:

s this pa

o eral 1ston being at Murfreesboro, on the

ion of h : with mine, was called on to send at

ad, so that he might fall on and crush the enemy

should he attempt an advance from under his sunboats. The call on

15 ] !"I:I|||:i‘. l'lllli]llil,‘lll Wil His entire f

1d by the first

1 n X
lTohnston

1 T
el 10 Uorinti,

ile and Ohio Hai

and from the Memphis and Charleston

‘1t was then determined to resume the offensive and strike a sudden
blow at the enemy in position under General Grant, on the west bank of

and in the direction of Savannah, before he

the Tennessee at

'-'ill'.ll!'-'-'l] E' '.i||:;|[.'||_'\ 1‘,I|||-'I_":5|-||-'I'_':| i'-lj-.|=, ]i||'il i-.‘: wWwin o " ;'I'L

e ey S I e T T o PR e ot RO
vancing for that purpose by rapid marches from Nashville, via Columbia

About the same time General Johnston was advised that such an opera
tion conformed to the expectations of the President.”

EXTRACT FROM THE MESSAGE OF MR. DAVIS TO THE CON-
FEDERATE CONGRESS, APRIL STH.
|| rTEas ilal[-ll:'Z:l!lr'lt --!' [|il' News ‘|lz—~f ]'m'-'i‘.‘--n] |-E'-||| ‘|'~-:|;|—'r--'—' E.‘I-

~and to make to yvou this

duces me to depart from the establ

communication in advance of off wporta.  From oflicial telegraphic

with entire confidence, that it has pleased Almighty God to crown the

Uonfederate arms with a glorious and decisive victory over our invaders

"
-
]
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CHAPTER XI.
OPERATIONS AGAINST CORINTH.

Arrer the failure of General Beauregard’s grand offensive
enterprise, the whole South was put upon a strain to prepare to
withstand at Corinth the combined armies under General Hal-
leck., Generals Van Dorn and Sterling Price, with their forces,
were withdrawn from the scenes of campaigns and battles in
the far West. And while these and other troops were con-
t_'t'liiT‘Jl[iIlll:' at (1=']'i]|th, CGreneral |’m:llli'v.'_:':lt'l| threw forward
toward Pittsburg, heavy detachments to resist all ordinary
reconnoitering forces, and retard the advance of the national
il'l"lll'll".‘*.

General Halleek arrived at Pittsburg Landing, April 11th,
and lost no time in arranging for a vast concentration of armies
to advance :t_:‘rlillnl Corinth, ]I]‘i'll'.ll't"[ for any E|\'|H.--||' resistance
which |II.I_‘_,"]J|' he :J[il'l'l'l[. H. called to him the divisions of
Generals Davis and Asboth., made veteran I'."' bhattles and
marches in Missouri and Arkansas, and the Army of the Mis-
sissippi, under General Pope, fresh from its victories af New
Madrid and Island No. 10. In the unification of his immensc
forces, General IHalleck designated the grand units, as right
wing, center, left wing, reserves, and cavalry, commanded
respectively by Major-Generals George II. Thomas, D. C.

Buell, John Pope, and J. A. McClernand, and DBrigadier-

General A. J. Smith. The “ Right Wing ™ comprised four

divisgions of the A rmy of the Tennessee, and the First of the

Army of the Ohio, under command of Major-General W. T.

Sherman, and Brigadier-Generals T. W. Sherman, J. A. Davis,

8. H. Hurlbut, and J. J, MecKean: the center, the divisions of

Brigadier-Generals McCook, Nelson, Crittenden, and Wood,
(126)
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]

of the Army of the Ohio; the left wing, the divisions of Briga-
dier-Generals E. A. Paine, D. 8. Stanley, and §. I[;uuil_h‘;“:
the reserves, the divisions of Major-General L. Wallace :““[
—E,nl'.llﬂ'-'ll].Ik'E‘—t-;l'IIl‘]‘:[I H. M

1

under the command of

. Judah; and the cavalry division,
srigadier-General G. Granger. This
]u]:m of ::I‘:_!':llli?.:l[in!l gave uuil_\' to the whole force without
materially changing the formation of the distinet armies of
which 1t was vlll[]]lnrﬂ'*']. Major-General U, 8. Grant was an-
]|n|m--|-t[ b .=-'1'|'r']||] m l-nlnltl:llll]_

For the moment, the general struggle was resting upon the
two imimnense ;||'rl|.i1r.-'- concentered in '\“H'Is_"in'[:L and on the west
bank of the Tennessee river. Never, during the war, did
heavier masses, in the ageregate, confront each other, than in
the two opposing armies in the Kast and the two in the West.
The people of the conntry had not yet entirely given up the
idea that a few ereat battles would terminate the war, or at
least give such preponderance to one party or the other as to
foreshadow thie final result. Henee, at no time before the end
was distinetly in view as contingent npon a single battle or
surrender, did two eampaigns focalize more interest or hops
than those before Richmond and Corinth. But in the firs
stages of a war, which, from the peculiar canses of its existence,

WwWas 1101 ]||\\ O El'r'lllill::ll- 1l!|1” one |.~|' ill-'i'llll[:'HIl‘I[]_:'|I;1-"|'.Ii':%

I"lf"gi‘ill ||I' cX J:t”.“ll"l. 1':]‘1!"“' “i. |l|i||'|\.|'|| ||l'l'.|.":.|'\-i"||l"‘:"" WEere nol
]fl‘~-'-l;::l|+'. and the .='|+["'.!|I1_" and summer of 1862, .ﬁl't'lll.;!l.:,'_']r\' pro-
phetic of decisive conflicts, passed away without materially
"==:'I-.'_;'.III':' the relative .‘;'il'l']l\;"'i}] of the \\'.II'I'.Ill_u‘ sections.
General Halleck, though greatly stronger than his adver-
sary, studiously avoided either inviting or provoking a general
engagement, adopting the policy of gradual approaches by
parallels. And step by step, by short advances, fortifying each

1EW ]Il‘l.‘il".-tll]_ ]||- ::]-:u'i\' ]il-:t]'{'l] ]1'1.- |+l+'|L-r.'1"I\'i'. {Irl'lli'T'Jtl_ “I'.‘t']-

recard resisted each successive encroachment with greater

stubbornness and stronger forces, but never in such strength as
to precipitate a general battle, as for such an issue he was not
prepared.

On the 3d and 4th of May, General Halleck advanced his
whole line, and repeated this movement on the 7th, 17th, and

28th, These advances always involved heavy skirmishing,
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and at times very sharp fighting by strong lines; and the
national armies were not always the aggressors. May 0th

5

the .-"\l'lll."\' of the

Gieneral Paine’s division, in the adyvance of
Migsissippi or left wing, was assailed by the enemy in heavy
foree, at |";3]'mi“|u'|u||_ \Il-m:-wllr[il Paine was not reinforeed.
and having fought manfully for several hours, was able to
withdraw '||-| safety across Seven Mile ereel, to General Pope’s
main line. ||:::] not reinforcements been forbidden 1-}' the
n—-i:nn;uuln-r'-i||—c-lji1-l'. l]lvl'k‘ Ill.ll:i'Ell ]I:l‘-'i.‘ luwu | ]h';t‘.'_\' Enoaere-
ment, as the enemy, stimulated by the hope of capturing the
isolated division, threw forward strong columns. The same

day there was a similar effort, with similar issue, to capture an

advanced detachment of Mcé¢Coold’s division. The advance of
the 17th EH‘UII"_'_‘IIH on a .“']'i|'.||f.'i] combat of |'|-r¢'[|--|'1;||-1a-'- pro-
1it. General T. W. Sherman then drove

<, and llt"l'll]lil‘tl the ground north

portions on the rig

the ENemy across Bridee eree
of the ereek on the .hjl'tlil.‘l'L'.'\' and Corinth road, ‘-.‘-.'h.-]-:-:'_;.-r ;
General Thomas directed General W. T. Sherman to recon-
noiter the enemy’s left. This movement resulted in driving
back that flank some distance, and in a corresponding advance
of the whole “ Right Wing.”

The advance of the 28th met far more r:|||rr3.~;‘:1'||~:| than any
]Il't--.'l-llila_'__" one. The eneuny then :If‘ll'llll‘i'i'll to retake a !...-';-
tion which had been wrested from him ]JI\' the riecht wine, hut
was repulsed, He also attacked MeCook’s division in th

center of the .5-5"'”"|'”l l'i,'w,_ but was defeated ;|Ie_r;|'||!_

This seeming boldness i i
118 Béelninge. poliness 11 aocression wi

s only a feint to

cover the retreat of General Beaurecard’s whole army from

Corinth. The near :|!|!+r':-::x-5| of the national lines, now
for the complete envelopment of his position, made it neces-
sary for him to give battle in some form, retreat, or allow him-
self’ to be shut up by a siege. He chose retreat, though it is

evident that he did not lightly esteem the advantaces of the
position which he was compelled to abandon. It was tl

vaunted “strategic position” of the campaign, but he

unable even in defense to cope with General Halleck’s armies
and in i"-'“'i”_'.." l[- he |li'|H'lI that there ]{j]:_r']|| be some coullpel-=

sation for its loss, by again changing the theater of the war
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in the West, and causing the diffusion of the forces in arrav
before him. v

The explosions at Corinth, early in the morning of May
30th, revealed General Beauregard’s purpose and its :::'-e-.rlai-
plishment. For several days he had been sending off his mu-
nitions and stores, and during the night of the 29th he had =0
quietly and secretly withdrawn his army, that his own pickets
at post did not know that they had been left, a sacrifice for
the safety of their comrades. A reconnoissance verified the
'i“'”;'|”-":‘l.'[l| 'l':i_‘—t'”iﬁt':'[”['f.". of the t-.‘q'rlm]nm. and the ¢ Teft \'\—in‘f_-"_”
forty thounsand strong, moved at onee in pursnit, and General
Buell, with McCook’s, Crittenden’s, and T. W. Sherman’s di-
visions, followed in Support. -'\Ii]“”l.‘_fll the railroad had heen

seriously damaged at Booneville by Colonel Elliott, in com-
mand of cavalry, having passed through Iuka to that point
on the 29th, there was no such protracted detention at that
place as to enable the pursuing forces to overtake the rear
gnard of the retreating army. General Beauregard halted at
Okolona; the national cavalry, under General Granger, ad-
vanced to Baldwin and Guntown, and the campaign was termi-
nated. Thus, Corinth, made historic as the objective of an im-
cement or

= |

posing campaign, fell at last without general enga

Soon after, Memphis, and all other points on the Mississippi
river above that eity, passed to the control of the national
forces, and with them another section of the mighty river, as
did also the whole region traversed by the “Memphis and
Charleston Railroad,” to the borders of East Tennessee. The
possession of this vast region seemed at first a far greater ad-
vantage than it really was. To be utilized, it required a heavy
elimination from the offensive s rength of the Western armies.
The insurgent army was not destroyed, nor even greatly di-

minished ]1}' |'f_].-'."£l":='? and hence the absolute HEJ‘*'IL}J‘[][ of the

rebellion was not diminished in proportion to the loss of terri-
tory. The impression prevailed that this was the case, buf
the subsequent diffusion of forces to gnard it, and the facility
with which, in consequence, the enemy first changed the theater
of war and then assumed the ageressive to regain it, demon-
strated the fact, that at that period of the war, the mere grasp
of Southern territory was a waste of strength.
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CHAPTER XIIL

OPERATIONS OF GENERAL 0. M. MITCHELL, GENERAL NEGLEY, GEN-
ERAIL (. W. MORGAN, AND COLONEL DUFFIELD, AND THE EXPEDI-
TION TO DESTROY RAILROADS IN GEORGIA.

BrraApiEr-GENERAL O. M. MrrcuELL, commanding the Sec-
ond division, left Nashville about the middle of March and
advanced to Murfreesboro. (General Johnston, in retreating
from one !:l:lum.- to the other, had l'll.'?‘?[]"}l‘\'*"-l. all the i:!‘hi:_":-ré Lo
Ehl'l“.'c"ili' |1:11‘511]I'__ and the 1‘L‘1rui1' of these on the railroad first
commanded the attention of General Mitchell. He built
twelve hundred feet of heavy bridges in ten days, when being
relieved at Murfreesboro by the Twenty-third brigade, under
Colonel -i]'llﬂ]l'll-l_. he moved forward to :":l]i'”l."-'\'-l||'.' and there
established a l]v[n:l of :‘]I['l:blik'.‘é. From H]li_-”ml\' ville, he made 4
bold and rapid advance through Fayetteville to Huntsville,
Alabama. His van, consisting of Turchin’s brigade, Colonel
Kennett’s Ohio cavalry, and Captain Simonson’s battery, en-
tered Huntsville early in the morning of the Tth of April,
completely surprising the citizens of the town, eapturing one
hundred and seventy E-l'iﬁt11ll'l‘ré. fifteen locomotives, one hun-
dred and fifty passenger and freight cars, and other property
of great value to the enemy. Colonels Sill’s and Lytle's
bricades and Toomis’ and Edgarton’s batteries followed
closely. v

-stock, General

The next day, using the captured rolling
Mitehell sent Colonel Sill eastward to t::!ph!!';- Stevenson, the
:|I1l|r1-!=.-|| of the 3\]'..‘[]][!1]_].4 and Charleston and Nashville and
Chattanooga railroads, and Colonel Turchin westward to seize
Decatur and Tuscumbia. Both expeditions were guccessiul,
and thus, within a few days, one hundred and twenty miles

(130}




—

OPERATIONS OF GENERAL MITCHELL, 131

of this important railroad, connecting Corinth and Richmond,
fell into his keeping. To hold what he had gained, detach-
ments of troops were posted at the more important points,
and the whole command was kept in constant readiness to
move to any place on the line which the enemy might threaten
or attaclk.

The !u!{'Lr.-.i.'-.iiI}' for a movement in foree soon ocenrred. as
General Kirby Smith advanced from Bridgeport against the
detachment beyond Stevenson. As rapidly as 1m.~'sil'rln-. on the
29th of April, General Mitchell moved from Huntsville by
]':Lil to oppose ]Lilll. On l't::.'ll_']liljl'__': ]lia‘ ]llk.‘!l.'li_'_g_‘[! :Iui;u-h][h-[]{‘
four miles west from Bridgeport, he found that his troops had
driven the enemy’s pickets back across Widow’s creek, the
bridge over which had been burned. He then sent a portion
of his force to reinforce the detachment in front of the enemy,
to hold him there by a feigned effort to cross, while with the
remainder he made a detour and advanced upon Bridgeport.
The enemy at this point was surprised and thrown into con-
fusion, and, mainly by the action of.the artillery, was driven
across the Tennessee river. The railroad bridge, reaching
from the western bank of the river to the island, though fired
by the enemy, was saved, but the one extending from the
island to the eastern bank was destroyed.

”L:‘\"Ill_u' routed one ]n'r,'.'iiull of Smith’s foree. General

Mitchell made preparation to attack the other, which was
guarding the crossing of Widow's creek before his own troops,

:I!.-li-.']||:L1‘!LI}_'_' that the I'!'[nﬂ‘1 of cannon at 1:1']||l=_='t_-[mr'[ would

hasten their return to assist their comrades, and waiting their

approach, he dispersed them also with his artillery.

Unoflicial reports place the enemy’s loss in this engagement
at seventy-two in killed and wounded, and three hundred and
fifty prisoners.

About the 10th of May, General Mitchell was placed in
command of all the troops between Nashville and Huntsville.
lle at once ordered General Negley, who, with his brigade
from the Second division, had been left at Columbia when
the main army moved upon Savannah, to move from that
place to Rodgersville, Alabama, held by a brigade of the
enemy under General Adams. He also sent a force, in com-
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132 OPERATIONS OF GENERAL NEGLIY.

mand of Colonel Lytle, from Athens, Alabama, to co-operate
with him. Upon the near approach of these two columns—
May 13th—the enemy dispersed and sought safety by erossing
the Tennessee river, and the two comm: anders co-operating

returned to their former positions.

The engagement at Bridgeport and the expe Jilum agcainst
]wfl_ul,-l.-ﬂ]]t- gave Greneral Mitchell the control of th: 11- por-
tion of Alabama lying north of the Tennessee river. This
region he held firmly, making the impression, by his rapid
movements, that his force was much larger than it really was.
The seizure of the Memphis and Charleston railroad, and the
complete occupancy of Northern Alabama, involved a series
of bold and brilliant operations, which had important re
tions to those before Corinth and at Cumberland Gap, and

also to the subsequent advance of the Army of the Ohio toward
East Tennessee.

On the 29th of May, General Mitchell put in motion an
expedition against Chattanooga, Tennessee. General Negl
moved from Columbia to Fayetteville, and was there joined I
Turchin’s bricade, from Huntsville, and the Eighteenth Ohio,
nunder Colonel r11.'|.\{.:'_"‘t;lllul",‘_~', from Athens. I'rom ]":;-l\'t-i'.--\"i'i|l-
the eolumn advanced through Winchester, Cowan, and the
University Place to Jasper. When near the latter place, Colo-
nel Il.mnlu ight, commanding the vanguard, encountere d a bri-
gade of the enemy, under General A lams., After a sharp
slcirmish, General Adams fled, leaving behind him some twenty
of his dead, as many who were wounded, twelve others as
prisoners, and his ammunition and supply trains. From Jas-
[er, (teneral '\T.--"Ei"‘-' advanced to the north bank of the Ten-
nessee, op ].mm Chattanooga, arriving on the Tth of June
Colonel Sill’s command had been sent to She Ilmound, to attac
I||t' :lHl:HII.:lH of i]i-' I‘Ht‘llll\' :11lrL EFI"!'\!']IE |11.- t.]+r:~.-||ig [EII' I':_‘.'- I'
at that point. During the evening of the Tth and morni
of the 8th. General :\rt”_-'!vl\' bombarded ‘:..-lj,'[H;L[lnl!‘l_l_‘;[, mak-
ing a feint of crossing the river and assaulting the place, and
ilien withdrew. This attitude drew General Kirby Smith from
Knoxville to London, with a large portion of his ecommand, on
his way to relieve Chattanooga. Ilere he learned that Gen-
eral Negley had withdrawn from East Tennessee. Greneral




OPERATIONS OF GENERAL MORGAN. 133

. de

Negley took position, on his return, at Shelbyville, and the
co-operative forces resumed their former positions. The main
advantage resulting was the intensification of the enemv’s
confusion, and the consequent derangement of his plans. L
]'}l'i:_y;u't'lvl'-f:a:nvi'ul G W. Morgan arrived at Cumberland
Ford, and assumed command of the forces in Bastern Ken-
tucky, April 11th. The Cumberland Valley was destitute of

supplies, the productions of the region havine been exhausted

1_-‘\' General Carter’s ‘ir!'ilg':lllt' and the enemy. ]"nr[':lg‘r had to
be hauled at first from forty to HI'[}' miles, and s1l1j.a'=-:||h-]|1l_\’
from eighty to ninety, over roads almost impassable. t:.-“..,-”-[
Morgan concenfrated his entire command at Cumberland
Ford, consisting of the Twenty-fourth brigade (formerly the
Twelfth), the Twenty-fifth, Twenty-sixth, and Twenty-seventh,
|'|'J|II|I!'.J.1]I1I.'I]. |'|'¢='J||-L'r'!\'|-l"\.' Il_\' -Izl'i_'_'_"'l'].ll'l'-f:t'lh']'ll].": H. '| s (“.‘Lt'l:-!'
and J. G, Spears, and Colonels J. 8. DeCourey and John Co-
burn.* Some of the regiments were rearmed, and the artil-
lery was inereased from six to twenty-two pieces. Supplies
and ammunition were ]Il'fllll'l_"'lll forward, and a H""”]“}—'.' Erl'_lll:__'__'u
was placed upon the Cumberland river. -

Soon after his assumption of command, General Morgan
:i-""1'|il:..'ll"],||'I|"”i.'.l']l H |'l'G"||]|J"‘l"~"':||="'.'. that the defensive works
at Camberland Gap had been grouped on the enemy’s left, and

that the natural strength of the position was his dependence

on the i

ght. This gap is a deep depression in the Cumber-
land range, being the great gateway through the mountains
for the roads of an extensive recion. Tt is situated on the
eastern gide of the boundary line between Kentucky and Ten-
nesse¢, and near the line separating Western Virginia from
Kentucky and Tennessee. The eastern slope of the moun-
tains is very abrupt, often presenting perpendicular heights of
several hundred feet. The western slope is less steep, but is
very much broken ]'_\' spurs, kknobs, and ravines. The ascent,
therefore, on either side is exceedingly difficult. East of the
Cumberland range, in close proximity, is a secondary parallel
range, called Poor \_;IHL'_\' “'Jl]ls:tn On the west there iz another,

The Twenty-seventh brigade, in June, passed to the command of

Brigadier-General A, Baird,
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inferior in height and extent. By personal observation, dur-
ing a reconnoissance, General Morgan perceived a knobto the
II“'IH of the fortifications, which commanded them, and sent
at once for siege guns to he used from that point; but before
they counld be h:r:nu]ll the enemy fortified this eminence and
defeated the plan. A subsequent reconnoissance, with Carter’s
and DeCourey’s 1:1'ilu:ulv.-,1‘.1!1111111 the expectation of even a
slkirmish, resulted in a spirited contest, brought on by an
attack by the enemy. The loss was not heavy on either *inlu
and except in demonstr: ating the diffic ulty and hazard of an
attempt to carry the position by storm, the reconnolssance was
fruitless.

General Morgan now dete wrmined to demonstrate on the ene-
my’s left, and, if possible, force him to an open ficht or to the
thandonment of 111:— fortifications. To conceal his purpos
and at the same time threaten Clinton, one of the L-rn-|=:-_\"-
de |n||- of =~Hl]_]|t- he }l::ﬂ{tﬂ' General "';|II*L|I‘-', with three regi-
ments. at the foot of Pine Mountain, on the road throuch |=_:.;‘
Creek Gap, this road having been bloc kaded by the enemy for
eighteen miles from the Gap toward Spears’ ]uwirirnn This
action induced the enemy to place at the Gap two bricades of
infantry, two regiments of cavalry, and two batteries, nnder
command of Brigadier-General Barton. So large a force hav-
ing been detached Ilnm the main army, General Morgan pro-
]IH.‘-H’I to leave Carter’s E rigade at Cumberland Ford, and with
Baird’s and DeCourcy’s brigades cross Pine Mountain, and
]u~u11|n the Cumberland c¢hain at Rogers’ Gap, debouch into
Powell's valley, and at the same time threaten Knoxville, Clin-
ton, and Cumberland Gap. Before, however, this plan could
be executed, General B. K. Smith, commanding HJ[\ Confed-
orate forces in Tast Tennessee, advanced from Knoxville,
”H”ll”ll Clinton. to Woodson’s (:.111 with about -i-n-hr thou-
sand men, having the double object of cutting Spears oft and
threatening Cumberland Ford, by detaching a brigade for the
llli!'lh'n&l_',

On the 6th of June, with his whole command in hand, Gen-
eral Morgan moved upon the road leading through Rogers’
(s p into Powell’s valle Y- On the |“[]I he sent two hundred
men to burn the ll”]"‘l' at Lowdon, and this was accomp lished
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without loss. By the 12th, two brigades were in the valley,
and General Morgan had arranged to move against Cumber-
land Gap the next day with three brigades, Baird’s, Spears’,
and Deé Courcy’s, when telegrams from General Buell were
received, which led him to order his command to counter-
march to Williamsburg. In this movement, the siege guns
blockaded the ﬂ:lp: and De (‘t'hllt':'l‘\' Was i]L']:ll'\'l'lI in li-:l-';"lllg
Powell’'s valley, and on the next day (the 13th) a rumor
reached him that the enemy was evacuating Cumberland Gap.
This rumor reached General Morgan, in conjunction with a
teleoram from General Buell, advising him that General
Mitehell had been ordered to demonstrate against Chatta-

ainst Com-

nooga, and induced him to resume his movement ag
berland Gap.

Gieneral Smith, en route to reheve (_'.'h;zl'i-.numg:l_. threatened
by General Negley, heard at London of General Morgan’s
advance into Powell’s valley, and also of Negley’s withdrawal,
and immediately retraced his steps, turning his main column
toward Clinton to oppose Morgan, and sending General Bar-
ton to observe Rogers” Gap and the Knoxville road. On the
17th, General Morgan learned that Smith was moving toward

Clinton, that Barton was approaching the valley on his right
flank, that Rains with a force was at Baptist Gap, and that
General Stevenson was in supporting distance, hut determined
nevertheless to move the next day directly upon Cumberland
Gap. Accordingly, on the morning of the 18th, he marched
his whole force rapidly up the valley, and reaching the forti-
fications late in the evening, found them vacant. Thus, this
position of wonderful natural strength, and strongly fortified,
was oceupied by the national forces without an engagement,
'Hl'.' .'.l'l‘ll.l‘i‘:tl.-% of the 1-]1lluir‘%t|g forces mnst t'l'l'[:L.lr1]}' have re-
garded a direct movement upon such a position improbable,
or else supposed that they would be able to prevent its success,
should it be made. But while maneuvering somewhat re-
motely from their stronghold, with offensive rather than de-
fensive intent, Morgan ‘dashed upon it when there were no
troops to utilize its defensive advantages.

On the 11th of April, Colonel Duffield, commanding at Mur-
freeshoro, sent Lieutenant J. W. Childs, with a detachment
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of the Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry on a secouting expedition
toward \Il-"\[ilnn']]lu. Ascertaining that the Confederate
brigadier-general, J. P. M. Maury, was at his home, five miles
hu\nh{] \ll"\hllhﬂ”{ Lieutenant Childs ]ll‘ut't't'l]ut]: flL'Ll]l.L-l‘,
and ecaptured him, lLl\]Il"" Lhim to Murfreeshoro, whence he
was forwarded as a prisoner of war to Nashville.

iy 4th, Colonel John TI. Morgan, returning from his at-
tack upon General Mitchell's train at Pulaski, with about
eight hundred cavalry, crossed the Nashville and Chattanooga
railroad, moving toward Lebanon. DBrigadier-General Du-
mont, from Nashville, and Colonel Duffield, from Murfrecs-
boro’ (hoth having been in previous pursuit of him), reached
the latter ]-];lm- the same 1l:|l\'. and immediately gave chase,
with detachments of Wynkoop's Seventh Pennsylvania, and
Wolford’s and Green Clay Smith's Kentucky cavalry regi-
ments. Arriving at Lebanon on the 5th, General Dumont
_-".]|'[I|_'.|.-'1'll and attacked ."u["!‘_l_[‘.'m. and after a severe I]ghi’ of an
hour and a half, completely routed him, following 1n pursui
some eichteen miles. During the engagement, the citizens
kept up a galling fire upon the national troops, and while
General Dumont was pursuing Morgan, sixty-five men, under
Lientenant-Colonel Wood, lm\m; secreted themselves in the
Odd Fellows Hall, unexpectedly opened fire upon a small
force under Colonel 1?‘.I|'}"||'||]_ who had been left to collect the
wounded and care for them. Having rallied his men, Colonel
1]‘:]|§i+']1] :l-‘l\':lllt'l'llq 1|.[||1+'l‘ cover ui' 1I||' IJ||IJ-". Lo i']llr-l.' Fangzc,
and by a precise and rapid fire, forced the enemy to surrender.
There were six commissioned officers in the party. Morgan
lost one hundred and fifty men eaptured, one lnlln red stand of
arms, and over one hundred and fifty horses ; his loss in killed
and wounded was not reported. Colonels Wolford and Smith
were both wounded, and there were six killed and twenty-
three others wounded, and one captured, in Dumont’s com-
mand.

In the month of \111'” at the -'1l“'L1"u~'1'|f\!| of Mz. J. J. An-
drews, a citizen of [\l ntucky, in the secret service of the gov-
ernment, General O, M, Mitchell organized an t\il(ihl]n]l for
the destruetion of 1|.Ji' bridges on lhu, & Western and Atlantic
IulI]I-HII bhetween Chatt: anoog 1 and ,'_\1[:[[11:1, (‘EL'OI'_LT'.‘i.'L. The
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party consisted of Mr. Andrews, the leader; William Campbell,
a citizen of Kentueky, and twenty non-commissioned officors
and privates, from the Second, Twenty-first, and Thirty-third

Ohio regiments,® selected because of their known bravery
and discretion. Dressing in citizens’ clothing, havine un!.'\'
side-arms, and separating into squads, they st !'ut'lh‘_l _'\Ili':il
1dth, T\\'t’_'ll["\'rh'{lﬂ of the number reached {.ll-'l“““'”'_'.l'i 1 :3.“,1’
withont being suspected, took passage for Marietta, Georgia,
arriving there at midnight. The next morning they i;mh
passage for Chattanooga, and at Big Shanty (where there was
no telegraph office or extra locomotive), while the conductor
and engineer were at breakfast, detached the locomotive and
three bhox-ears, and started for {_‘||;1!111||nn_g_':[ at full HIJ['I':]_

Mr, Andrews had a schedule of the road, -'Il'i'ilt‘ll‘lnli_;' to which
they should have met but one train that day, but two extra
trains had been put on, and in waiting at stations for these to
pass an hour was lost, which gave the pursuers opportunity to
overtalke them. r|1Il='.'l'r' made every ]lei.ﬁ'i!ih: offort to escape,
cutting the felegraph wires, and placing obstruetions on the
|

u-||11!i1 E]]t']l:l. ]ll'.‘ :1H %ll \';Iill. 1\'\‘*“"{1 i]w i"']l'!]ll_l":';,": [m]--

iu-..,.!'
| A A

sners, who had followed them, by hand-cars and a coal-engine,
and afterward with a locomotive from a passenger train, were

in .=5_:']|1‘ Llll"\' ]t'u]u'ei from their cars, a few miles south of

Chattanooga, and sought safety by scattering in the woods.

The population of the surrounding country joined in search
for them, and all were captured—most of them in a day or
two, two not for three weeks.

Private Jacob Parrott, of the Thirty-third Ohio, was fear-
fully flocged by a lieutenant to extort from him a confession
as to the ohbject of the expedition; but his fortitude was
proof against suffering and threats. Mr. Andrews was tried

as a spy at Chattanooga, condemned, and subsequently hung
at At

ville, and seven were there tried as spies and condemned,

anta, Twelve of the party were transferred to Knox-

The names of the twenty were George D. Wilson, Marion A. Ross,
Perry . Shadrach, Samuel Slavens, Samuel Robinson, John Scott, W.
W. Brown, Wm. Knight, J. R. Porter, J. A. Wilson, John Wollam, Jacob
Parrott, Win Bensinger, B. H. Mason Mark Wood, M. J, Hankins, D. A.

Dorsey, Robert Buffum, Wm. Baddick, and Wm. Pettinger.
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though in their tial it was eclearly set forth by their counsel
that the expedition was purely military. Soon after the trial,
all at Chattanooga and Knoxville were transferred to Atlanta,
where, without time to prepare, the seven condemned at Knox-
ville were hung. Fourteen were now left, and anticipating
ihe fate of their comrades, they resorted to a bold measure to
effect escape. When the door of their prison was opened by
the jailer to bring them food, they seized him, then disarmed
soven ;_{'i];ll':lri._ and vi;_:]ni. of them were hul\':mrl pursuit before
an alarm was given, six being recaptured. Of the eight, six
]-;_-;1;.-1“;-1[ the mﬂ_‘inuz.l] lines. The fate of the I't‘ll]:lill.llll'_" two 18
unknown. The six recaptured were sent to Richmond, Vir-
ginia, and were finally exchanged as ordinary soldiers—an act
which condemned as unjustifiable the execution of their com-
vades. TIad acts similar to theirs, in type and intent at least,
heen similarly punished, the execution of captives would have
been a 1»1'[,:!11][1('1[1' element in the ]l'i:%t.t_ll'}' of the war. The
bodies of those who were hung at Atlanta were subsequently
removed and reburied at the National Cemetery at Chatta-
nooga. This expedition was authorized by General Buell.




CHAPTER XIII.

THE ADVANCE TOWARD CHATTANOOGA FROM CORINTH, AND THE
RETREAT FROM SOUTHERN TENNESSEE TO LOUISVILLE. KY.

Tue withdrawal of the Confederate army from Corinth left
General Halleck’s combined armies without an immediate ob-
jective worthy of their collective proportions. This vast ag-
;'_I'j't‘lﬂ';ll'il:r]l {lll _ﬁ'ﬂ'i‘l_':-: Wils I]!a'l'i'i'ﬂl‘l‘. T'l".‘-'fFl't'L"f-l illf:l ilr‘ H1'i_‘ji1u1]
\]_b:ll"i'.\', and separate fields were sought for the distinet armijes
nL' \\-‘IliriL '11 ]I:ltl hn-e-n t‘l_iElI]n_lrél_'lt. T[]i' ﬂ]l[rr!r'-.ln_‘_:‘ [_1*II|I'I'11L'I“.1H'
army suffered similar disintegration. Neither of the belliger-
ents ]-ri'llmsml yet to abanden Northern Mississippi; but each
resolved to enter upon active operations two hundred miles
eastward. And again small armies began fo operate upon
fields so remote as to forbid all positive unity of purpose or
harmony of action on either side of the grand hostile front,
extendine from the Atlantic ocean to the barren deserts of the
West.

From the lu-:g‘i]m'mlu‘ of the war, the occupancy of East Tan-
nessee in such force as to hold in permanent grasp that
mountain region, with the great railroad coursing through it,
which connected Richmond with the Mississippi Valley and
the central Gualf States, had heen I'I':';':ll'llt'il by the authorities
al ‘\'\':1.~||'|r1_:'1|:n and the Nt‘]’llli'l'll |'t'¢'[-|l' a8 one of the most
important military advantages that could be attained west of
the ;'\”v;‘h;m.\' Mountaing. For a time other u|||'|m-ii\'t-.w' had
attracted the Army of the Ohie far to the West and South.
But as these had now been gained, this army was charged
with a campaign having for its primal object the capture of
("-h:li:{u]u'mf_rzl, as the condition |:1'utrulvu1 to offensive move-
: r_ﬂu- .-:t,‘i'.ll‘ﬂ

(159)

ments east and south from that strategic position.
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140 THE ADVANCE TOWARD CHATTANOOGA.

of grand operations which terminated in the occupation of
Corinth and Memphis, and the sweep of Mitehell’s bold de-
“tachments eastward and westward from ITuntsville, had
wrested from the enemy the “Memphis and Charleston Rail-
road I[J]‘trllgllulli- its whole Ik.'llgiil. The ]_'I(l.‘i:-itf:‘.*ﬁ.lllll of the
roads passing from Stevenson, through Chattanooga, to Knox-
ville. and southward from Chattanocoga and Cleveland to Dal-
ton, Greorgia, was scarcely less essential to the suppression of
the rebellion than the opening of the Mississippi river to gun-
boats and transports which bore the national flag. And this
was the preseribed object of the projected eastward march of
the Army of the Ohio. To accomplish it easily, advantage
was to be taken of the concentration of the Western insur-
gent forces in Northern Mississippi.

After such disastrous defeats as the enemy had sutfered, and
such consciousness of weakness as the refusal to give battle
at Clorinth evineed, the leaders in the South could not be ig-
norant of the vital character of their next efforts. Thus far
in the West their attempts at offense and defense had alike
failed. Their armies had been pressed back the depth of a
state, between the Mississippi river on the west and the Nash-
ville and Chattanooga railroad on the east, and without some
interruption to this course of defeat their cause was hopeless.
In this emergency they adopted the wisest measures, and by
L 1o

hiding them for a time under seeming passivity, they s
worlk with greatest energy and earnestness to gather strength
for their execution.

[f Chattanooea was vitally important to the national cause,

both as regarded strateey and political considerations, it was

VT
not less 8o to the insurgents. They could assume the offensive

from no other point with any hope of success—at least this

place was a vital point in an offensive line. The very remote-
ness of Chattanooga from the recent theater of war, scarcely
less than its inherent strategic value, called thither the Con-
federate forces to spring thence to Northern Kentucky.

'I‘ll.l-' COINInoGNn :|i|1| i|lL"|_|-\'li E];:' 1';lr-':'n';li'll ][litl'i']! -.-1' L[u‘ WO

armies. which were destined to severest conflict to the cloge of

the war., Genera I'-I'Llu:.:‘. who had succeeded General Beaure-

gard, in Western command, put his columns in motion simul-
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tancounsly with the movement of the Army of the Ohio. Each
party [Ilnllghf to take :1{1\';:1:I‘:|j:1'1~ of the heavy coneentration
of the other in Northern Mississippi, so as to :J[n_‘ruh,- in East
Tennessee without strong opposition. But the advantage was
with General Bragg with respect to the ruling contineeney
to each—the nr-ul]f'::rf'if'lll of ("Fl.‘it"T:unrr..l_u‘.-l in foree—as ]|;. [“,:1
an open way behind the hills upon the south bank of the Ten-
nessee, with communications established when he should eet
there ; while General Buell’s advance involved the .a-n!ai:h'.ni'
his army without communications, and a vital draft 11|n|n‘ his
sfrength to ereate them.

General Buell was informed that hig army would veturn to
r|‘L".I]I{'.::~'|"l'_. while he was I'J'lil'\'i!l;_’ with two of his i”\-‘l.-'iu“,-;,
MecCook’s and Crittenden’s, toward Brownsville, Mississippi,
to support General Pope. He at once turned these divisions
eastward, and sought General Halleck to confer with him in
regard to the proposed eampaign. It plainly involved prob-
lems whieh Iﬂ‘v\"l--ll.*-' I.':Il]l[r:l'llg‘ll.-i had not i'”lil[':l.‘-.‘*l\‘l-l. and for
which, consequently, the conditions and experiences of an-
terior operations could not furnish a solution. Hitherto the

national armies had not moved far from a secure base of sup-
plies, and Pittsburg Landing and Nashville were both con-
nected with Louisville, the primal base, by rivers navigable
always during winter and spring, and so guarded by cunboats
a8 to assure Imi|:!|~r'i'l'.|n1<-ll communications with this grand
source of supply. The advance to East Tennessee from Cor-
inth was conditioned tpon the use of railroads for a ;'l'n;:ﬂ dis-
tance, either the one running east from Corinth, or those lead-
ing south from Nashville. And with Corinth or Eastport in
the west, or Nashville to the north, as the main .-ét-c‘rlnl]:ll'}'

hase, without a laree fraction of an army to gunard communi-

cations, they would not be secure.  General Halleck prefer-
1""] the .‘n]t*ll]]i]iir-' Lmtl Charleston 1‘:]”1'|mt1 s 1|]i' -,‘!l:J‘_Hn-| |||'
supply, while General Buell regarded the Nashville and Deca-
tur, and fhe Nashville and Chattanooga roads, as far prefer-
able.  The ohjections to the Memphis and Charleston road

1t 1t crossed the Tennessee river by a long bridee,

were, 1
which had been destroyed, and that it ran from Corinth to De-
catur parallel to the enemy’s front, and was, in consequence,
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-

liable to interruptions from raids. The other road did not
Inrc:]uinu a line of supj rl\ free from in‘ll!lHIH :_mlimt-L neies, but,
on the whole, General Buell considered it the more eligible.*

This difference of opinion, with L'L-g:L['tl to lines of supply,
induced disagreement as to the line of f advance. General Buell
desired to move through Middle Tennessee to McMinnville,
and thence to Chattanooga, in accordance with his preference
for Nashville as a secondary base; while his superior ordered
him to march on the line of the .\I-l‘lJIlJII‘lH and Charleston road,
and to repair the trac J as he advanced. It would have been
well had the forecast of the camp: aign comjpy: wsed all the con-
ditions of its conduct, progress, and issue; but in advance of
actual experiment, provision for the ruling contingencies was
not made. The necessity of all possible haste in transterring
the army to Iast Tennessee was enforced in official in-

tructions, but the -1'1-4;-]‘il}ul condition of march—the repair
u' the :.lln.ul—-hlm d rapidity of motion.

On the 11th of June, McCook’s and Crittenden’s divisions
moved eastward—the former from Corinth, and the latter from
Booneville. At the time, Wood’s division was on the railroad
east of Corinth, i*li‘l_";tlu't'll in its reconstrnction. General
McCook reached Florence on the 15th, closely followed b
General Crittenden, who had touched the line of marvch first

|Il|(:l. [!I !]I.L.". ]tJl':ltliilLu.'. CGteneral \\Ftllni had Llll\':llll'-'ll be-
yond Tuscumbia, having left the repair of the railroad west of
Tuscumbia to the snpervision of General Nelson. To facili-
tate the march of the forces eastward, General Mitechell, and
Qaptain Morton, of the e ngineers, had been directed to prepar:
the means of |l|r.=.-ll|3; llH qver at Florence and Deeatur, and
the former officer had |---|_-l1 ordered to collect ~=||[+!_-||I'.~' HA
Athens. Ferry-boats having heen providedy at the places
McCook and Crittenden ecommenced

']i'.-a"r‘!'fl.'l[t"il.
ll‘fl-—ﬂllll"' their forees at Florence on the 22d. but the 1‘*']“.'l'| of
an attack upon Nelson caused a suspe nsion of the moveme

that support 1|J|'-1|l be afforded him in the event of need. \t

# (General Buell has represented that Greneral Halleck at first gave his
consent to his plans, and afterward insisted upon the Memphis and
of

Charleston road as the line of supply, and the more southern line

advance.
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the same time, Major-General Thomas, having been first re-
lieved from the command of the Army of the Tennessee, and
then of the troops holding Corinth, and restored to the com-
mand of his former division in the Army of the Ohio, was
ordered by General Buell to move from the rear to reinforce
Nelson. The falsity of the rumored attack was soon ascer-
fained. and then the ('.]‘tlﬁsillg' at Florence was resumed. The
WaAZONS and teams were first put over the river, and dispatched
to convey supplies over a gap in the railroad north of Athens.
On the 25th, the divisions of McCook, Crittenden, and Nelson
crossed and moved toward Athens, reaching that place on the
20th, During this slow advance, supplies had been provided
with great difficulty. They were conveyed from Corinth to
[uka by a few cars, drawn by a half-serviceable locomotive,
thenee to Eastport by wagons, and from that place to Florenee
on light-dranght boats. The boats could carry only from
'|||‘;|i|\' to E"Iri‘i‘\' tons over the shoals, and soon ceased 1‘11[11111!:_1'
altogether, when supplies were conveyed from Waterloo to
Florence by wagon trains on the north side of the river.

The embarrassments of the situation were now fully re-
vealed, Since early spring, from various caunses, General
Buell’s effective force had been greatly reduced. His own

estimate was twenty-five thousand effective men for an of-

fensive column, and sixteen thousand \‘:11'iu|'.ﬁ|‘\' 11'|.-']-u.-'-.'ti at
important points on the railroads in Middle Tennessee and
Northern Alabama. Tle had no secure communications, and
was still more than a hundred miles from Chattanooga with
his main column. His outlying forces were scattered from
[uka to Stevenson, and many of his smaller detachments were
remote from his line of march, and some on that line were ex-
posed to attacks from the superior cavalry of the enemy,
vhich since the evacuation of Corinth had been transferred
to the north side of the Tennessee river, while guerrilla bands
in Northern Alabama, Middle Tennessee, and Southern Ken-
fucky had been largely multiplied. He was still under orders
to repair the Memphis and Charleston road, and was urging
its completion with the least possible delay; but distrusting its
reliability when completed, he was also putting the roads to
Nashville in running order, which still further diffused his
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144 THE ADVANCE TOWARD CHATTANOOGA.
forces. The offensive column, in advaneing upon Chattanooga,
conld receive no accessions from the troops guarding the roads,
as matters then stood, and on the whole the outlook was very
unpromising. An immediate advance was impracticable, :113:[
i1 the event of the aetivity of the enemy, delay assured the
miscarriage of the campaign.

TJune 29th. General Buell established his headquarters af
Funtsville, and grappled with the difficulties in his way,
making prompt II.].-'ut.HI.‘-:‘l[-‘Il!lH.-: for the attainment of several im-
portant objects—the repair of the railroads leading south from
Nashville, the location of the grand units of his army so as
to conceal the purpose of the eampaign, and at the same time
render their subsistence and concentration as easy as possible,
and to provide the means of crossing the Tennessee river at
l'.l‘il];'u_-'im]"r' \\'hl_‘l!i_'\'t-l' the 1'!f1_1'!|.~'i\'1' l‘nllimll H|lnll||[ bhe 1‘!':“1}' o
dash on to Chattanooga.

As wagon f]'::llr]llll‘[:ll.l.f.*]l was not sufficient to carry supplies
over the gaps in the railroads and beyond Bridgeport, General
Bucll became convinced that railroad connection with Nash-
ville was one of the cardinal elements in the solution of the
problem of the advance to Chattanooga. Another scarcely

less vital matter was the defense of bridges, by stockades, that
all possible contributions might be drawn to the aggressive
forcos. He therefore increased the force on the railroads with
engineer and other troops, and hired mechanies, and instructed
the military superintendent of railroads to hurry them to com-
pletion.

Apprehending an attack npon the detachments of Mitehell's
division at Battle Creek, and on the Nashville and Chattanooga
railroad, General Buell, early in July, ordered MeCook and
Crittenden’s divisions to advance from Athens to Battle Creek,
in order to show a strong front toward Chattanooga, and at
the same time put strong detachments from these divisions on
the Nashville and Chattanooga railroad. Ile left CGreneral
Nelson at Athens, with instructions to put a laroe working
party from his division on the Nashville and Decatur road.
[Te directed General Wood to move his division across the
river at Decatur, and on the north banl guard that mmportant
place, the ferry and the town. In the meantime, General
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Thomas held the road from Tuscumbia eastward, with a heavy
detachment at Eastport to protect supplies, and a strong sav-
alry picket at Russellville, to observe the enemy in the direc-
tion of Fulton. General Buell himself organized regular
railroad guards, and reunited the regiments and ]Jl'i:'_-[':lE]L':i
which had been broken up by General Mitchell’s diversified
operations, organized a brigade to move from the Nashville
and Chattanooga railroad to MceMinnville, ordered horses for
his cavalry, and made other minor preparations for the con-
templated movement into East Tennessee upon the opening of
railroad communications and the acecumulation of sufficient
supplies. Generals McCook and Crittenden arrived at Battle
Creek about the middle of July. The former put a brigade at
work on the railroad from Stevenson to Decherd.

While these movements and preparations were going on, the
enemy’s cavalry beeame more active in Kentucky, and in the
immediate rear of the army. Detachments in Kentucky and
Tennessee were captured, and General Buell’s communications
far and near were endangered. This boldness was really more
threatening than was at first apparent, as it was an indication
of General Bragg’s purpose to assume the offensive from
Western Virginia to Corinth,  After the refusal of battle at
Corinth, it was nof anticipated by the national commanders
that the enemy would soon attempt general offense in the
West. DBut with the change of commanders by the enemy,
there was formed a plan of general aggression, whose fore-
shadows were now seen. When Colonel John H. Morgan
appeared, early in July, in Kentucky, having swept from
Knoxville through Sparta, Tennessee, he announced in procla-
mation that his cavalry force (of twelve or fifteen hundred
men) was the vanguard of an army advancing for the liber-
ation of the state. This was so like his usual boasting, that,
in absence of other indications of such a movement, it was
not accepted as evidence. Neither did the dash of Colonel
Forrest, with his bold troops, from Chattanooga to Murfrees-
boro, without any other announcement than the destructive
force of his movement, indicate of itself anything beyond a
raid to interrupt General Buell’s communieations. And while
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no columns of infantry assumed an offensive attitude, and no
FUINOTS of a l-(.||w1|11':'11'1+m of forces at C’]El;il‘t:l]lunf__{; wWere
wafted northward, there was no thought of changing the plan
of the Bast Tennessee campaign.

Provisions were made as soon as practicable, to save the
communications from serions interruptions, but only with par-
tial snccess. Generals Boyleand Green (Clay Smith were active
in resisting Morgan in Kentueky, but his movements were so
rapid and adroitly concealed, that his blows could not be an-
ticipated, and he effected great damage without receiving harm,
as acceurate intelligence of the combinations formed against
Lim was communicated by his numerous friends. e therefore
offected some damage, and drew to his colors many young
Kentuckians, to whom his partisan warfare was exceedingly
attractive.

Having crossed the Cumberland river at Celina, Morgan at-
tacked and defeated Major Jordan, commanding a detachment
of the Seventh 'l't_:lma‘\'!\'zllu't:l Cavalry, at Tnt||1|l{'ll1:~'k'i]]t-. Ken-
tucky, July 9th. Moving thence by Glasgow, he threatened
Bowling Green, and advanced to Liebanon, sending a detach

ment toward Lebanon Junction to destroy the railroad. Colo-
nel A. Y. Johnson, commanding at Lebanon, made effort to
gather reinforcements, but was forced to surrender, with the
loss of a large amount of government property. Morgan then
passed through Harrodsburg and Lawrenceburg, and threaten-
ing Frankfort by the way, crossed the Kent ucky river, entered
Versailles, and then demonstrated toward Lexington. Having
destroyed portions of the railroads between Louisville and
Lexineton, Lexington and Frankfort, and Paris and Lexing-
ton, he advanced rapidly on Cynthiana, arriving there on the

17th. Lieutenant-Colonel Landrum defended the place gal-
lantly but unsuccessfully, with three hundred poorly armed
home guards and forty t'vgnl:u' soldiers. DBy this time, Morgan
perceived that he was in danger from varions detachments
moving to intercept him, and turned toward Tennessee, moving
throngh Eastern Kentucky to Sparta, to be ready to co-operate
with General Bragg in his advance.

Forrest was still more successful in a smaller circuit. Brig-
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;au'I'lwl-»G-L*lu-l':ll Crittenden and Colonel Duffield arrived at Mur-
freesboro on the 11th of July; the former to command the
post, and the latter to command the Twenty-third brigade,
destined for McMinnville.  When relieved at Murfreesboro
and Tullahoma, Colonel Lester, of the Third Minnesotsa regi-
ment, had been in command of the post in the absence of Col-

&

onel Duflield, and owing to unpleasant feelings among the

=

troops composing the garrison, he had scattered them some

what widely in and about the town. For some reason nof ap-
parent, neither General Crittenden nor Colonel Duffield as-
sumed command, and while there was a general lack of unity,
Larmony, and a proper disposition of troops for defense, For-
rest, having advanced from Chattanooga throngh McMin nville,
with a force variously estimated at from eighteen hundred to
thirty-five hundred men, appeared before the town at dawn on
the 13th. I.'Ji\"ll.lllll_'_{ his foree, he sent Colonel Wharton with
two regiments against the force posted on the Liberty turn-
pike, and with the remainder dashed into the town. Wharton
met a spirited resistance, but finally forced the detachment,
consisting of five companies of the Ninth Michican and a
squadron of the Fourth Kentucky Cavalry, to surrender. For-
rest overwhelmed the smaller force in the town and captured
it, including General Crittenden, Soon after, Colonel Lester,
without having offered very serious resistance at his post, on
the east bank of Stone river, surrendered himself and nine
companies of his regiment. The consequences of this disaster
vere very serious, the loss of a laree carrison, munitions and
stores, great damage to the railroad which had been opened

the 1[:-._\' before, and the postponement of the l"‘!'ll[HIE-‘ll!t: of
MeMinnville,

To prevent further damage and dislodge Forrest from his
communications, General Buell dispatched General Nelson
with his division, from Athens, via Columbia and Nashville,

to Murfreesboro. Nelson was delayed, first at Columbia, by

ie washing away of a bridge, and then at Nashville, by the

destruction of bridges north of Murfreesboro by Forrest.

These detentions gave the enemy time for more injury and
].-],qn-.-i_\' withdrawal.

-“'—iltn|1[:|1uu:}1_;.~a_lj,' with the departure of General Nelson, Gen-
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eral Wood, with two brigades of his division, was ordered to
move from Decatur to Shelbyville. Subsequently, he took post
at Decherd, to give greater security to the important bridge
over Blk river, and guard the route from the mountains
through Winchester into Northern Alabama. Tis third bri-
cade }.\'zls sent to Stevenson to construct defensive works to
assure the safety of the supplies there accumulating for the
projected advance to Chattanooga.

During the period of these changes, the enemy had been
comparatively quiet where his chief activity had at first been
anticipated—in front of General Thomas, between Iuka and
Decatur. Some skirmishing, provoked by reconnoitering par-
ties sent south by General Thomas, oceurred, but there were
no indications of the presence of heavy forces. A regiment
of infantry and a gquadron of cavalry, under Colonel Streight,
moved about twenty miles south from Decatur, to escort some
loyal mountaineers who wished to enlist in the national army.
Co
on local duty for purposes of observation and conscription.

onel Streight, in the expedition, encountered only cavalry

The absence of the enemy in force on the western portion of
the line was another token of his aggressive purpose eastward.
But General Buell’s own aggressive drift, rather than the appar-
ent attitude of the enemy, required that his rear division should
move eastward. Accordingly, July 15th, General Thomas
received orders to prepare to join the advanced forces as soon
as relieved from guarding the railroad by General Grant’s
troops. At this time the main portion of the division was at
Tuscumbia, but the remainder was scattered in detachments
from Tuka to Decatur.

By the 21st, General Thomas was able to put his command
in motion. ?;.*L-lnnr-ld"r'- 5\1‘55_,3‘.'11]1_-. crosged the river at Decatur on
the 23d. The next day, Fry’s crossed at Florence, and pro-
ceeded to Pulaski, to look after the safety of Reynolds® Sta-
tion and the trains running between there and Athens. While
the remainder of the division was yet scattered in small
detachments, a heavy force of irregular cavalry made a dash
on the railroad between Tuscumbia and D('t::tfﬂl', and h}' BlI'-
prising and capturing one detachment and i'ri;_fht‘{:.niug:mutha-r
from its post, interrupted communications and caused a with-

W
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drawal from the road. On the 27th, General Thomas crossed
the river at Florence, with General Robert MeCook’s brigade,
and advanced to Athens. Fry’s brigade was then recalled
from Pulaski, and the division marched toward Decherd.
General Thomas left his command and proceeded to unts-
ville, and after consultation with General Buell took the rail-
road for Decherd. The same day, Brigadier-General Robert
L. McCook was killed hy guerrillas, on the Hazel Green and
Winchester road. He was riding at the time in an ambulane e,
prostrated by sickness. All the circumstances indic ated rhat
he was wantonly murdered, and General Buell instituted vigor-
ous measures to inflict punishment upon those who were
guilty. General McCook was a brilliant office r, and his death
Was UnIvers: ly deplored.

About this time General Buell made earnest request for
more cavalry to protect his communications and pursue the
raiding troopers of the ene my, in large bodies. He had tried
stockades at bridges held by small :hlm hments of infantry,
and found these ineffectual, in conjunction with his e tm]n
in giving security to his four hundred miles of " railroad.,

While at Murfreesbor: , General Nelson constructed strong
s, 80 that a small force conld hold the place. He
then was ordered to MeMinnville with his division, reaching
there on the 5th of ,,\Il:"‘hi' As the railroad between Nas sh-
ville and Stevenson had been completed on the 28th of July,
and the one from Nashville to Deecatur on the 3d of “I.H"'”“t
the movement of !]Hu!h to lnl-—]!]HIh on the north of the Cum-
berland Mountains was in provision for an emergency, hitherto
nnexpected, but now threatening to arrest altogether the ad-
vance into East Tennessee,

For some time, General B agg had been massing troops in
East: Tennessee drawn from \Ilu]u]l pl and othe 1 states,
He had distributed his forces eas stward from Chattanoogea,

wetully coneealing his inte ntion, strength, and main imnn of
‘oncentration. IHe reac hed Chatts mooga on the 20th of Jul ¥
-II“] trom that time rumors that he would assume the offensive
became eurrent., [“i”"”"' at first, however, were contradictory
18 fo his move ments, stre H“E]l.. .iiu] purposes. At one ’”"".- 1t

asserted that he was erossing gt [.[1:11[:11111.15':1: then at
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Cleveland, and in turn at various other pcﬁm'-a To elicit the
truth if possible, Gener al Buell sent reconnoitering parties in
all directions, and in the absence of reliable information con-
cerning the intentions of the enemy, made all possible prepa-
rations for defense. F ortifications were made at the most im-
portant points, so that they could be held by small garrisons
when it became necessary to concentr ate the army. Fearing
that his department did not contain sufficient available troops
to enable him to cope W ith Gteneral Bragg, he requested per-
mission from ‘\Iusn'funenl Halleck, t l.m commander-in-
chief at Washington, to call upon Gener: al Grant for troops
should his need become extreme.

At this juncture, the insurgents e \nnl.\ln roe were exerting
their entire strength. Their defeats in the West and on the
South Atlantie coast had rovealed to them the necessity of
forcing into their armies all the able-bodied men in the South.
This they had in great measure accomplished, while acting
merely on the ll- fensive for several months. And now laree
armies confronted General McC lellan on the Peninsula of Vir-
oinia, General Morgan at C mmberland Gap, General Buell «
the confines of Tast Tennezgee ._tt.IEL (xene wpral Grant 1n _\;.,:-”,_
ern Mississippi.

This attitude of the enemy, from the Atlantic ocean to the
Mississippl river, was not revealed alone by the concentr: tHon

on the [nr-nmnru] but by the incessani action of his cavalry

and g bands upon the communiecations of the national
aArmies. Ilu- bold troopers, Morgan and Forrest, again dashed
ta General Buell’s rear. The former captured the garrison at
Gallatin, and at other points toward Nashville destroyed
trains, and by burning one inside the tunnel south of Gallatin,
wronght immense damage to it, and was only repulsed at
Edeefield Junetion, a few miles north of Nashville. While
Morgan was dashing thus destruetively upon the l'c>:1i~'\"ll--
and Nashville |-;|1|1u:1|l. doubly valnable at the season of

water in the Cumberland river, Forrest was in close .~'||||':u-'i
between Gallatin and McMinnville. General Buell’s cavalry
was too |'|'|-|||L' Lo I'1Ilr-‘ Wiill HH_‘ 1'HL"'[H}".-'. EIHII_ ]lliri l-[j'..|-:_ 10

withstand Morgan and Forrest resulted in disaster. Since

Morgan’s first raid, he had withdrawn his cavalry forees from



THE ADVANCE TOWARD CHATTANOOGA. 151

theirservice in detachments against guerrilla bands, and formed
them into two bodies for more effective resistance to the
regular cavalry of the enemy. One of these bodies, compozed
of detachments of the Second Indiana, Fourth and Tifth Ken-
tucky, and Seventh Pennsylvania regiments, he placed under
the command of Brigadier-General R. W. Johnson, and sent

it against Morgan’s force from McMinnville on the 11th of

August. In moving against Morgan, Johnson got hetween
Lhim and Forrest. Hearing the result, General Buell endeav-
ored to support him with infantry, but failed, Johnson
pushed against Morgan at Gallatin, having sought him in
vain at other points, in hope of capturing him before Forrest
could render aid. The attack was made, but resulted in the
defeat and retreat of Johnson. Morgan pursued so closely as
to force him to battle, and after an unequal contest of a few
minntes’ duration, forced him to surrender himself and the

small foree then with him—about seventy-five men, who alone

remained firm to the last. General Johnson lost, besides, thirty
killed and fifty wounded. The remainder of his command
escaped in small parties to Nashville. This disaster elimi-
nated a eonsiderable 1.Hll‘f'ii'H of General Buell's i".l\"r![r"f at the
time that the strength of this arm was most important.
After this oceurrence, Forrest swept around Nashville, and

?\I"I‘j_:'r'!ll remained north of .\?:lréll‘\"lﬂvT to ['l]'l'\'vlli the 1'l'E'::i|‘ of

the railroad. The enemy was equally active in the vicinity of
Columbia, Clarksville, and MeMinnville. Major MeGowan
defeated and routed an irregular force of the enemy infesting
Duck river, near Columbia; Colonel Rodney Mason surren-
dered to Colonel Woodward at Clarksville ; Major J. IL. Hart
repulsed the enemy at Fort Donelson, and Colonel Wynkoop
met a superior force and refired before it, when on a recon-
noissance toward Sparta from MeMinnville.

It was now P vbable that General Buell’s n':!t]'l]n:li‘u'r!_. [l]ulllH'tl
for agoression, was to eventuate in defensive nin-r::liuuh'. His
army was well disposed for rapid concentration against Gen-
eral H]‘Jlj_,"g', should hLe advance from Chattanooga to the west
or northwest. Generals MeCook and Crittenden were at Bat-
tle Creek; General Nelson at McMinnville; the divisions of
Generals Thomas and Wood were on the Nashville and Chat-
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tanooga railroad, or near it; and General Rousseau’s (recently
(’jium-rul Mitchell’s) was distributed on the other line, from
Huntsville toward Nashville.

General Bragg’s infantry forees, under his more immediate
command, were massed at Chattanooga and Knoxville. Gen-
orals Hardee’s and Polk’s corps were at the former place, and
General Smith's at the latter. This i”,-'.|jm.a"n‘1n|1 of his army
indicated a co-operative movement on separate lines of ad-
vance. The direet co-operation of these columns was not the
result expected by General Buell, unless in concentration against
his position, as he had not divined the purpose of his antago-
nist, His own '“FI"”-"“]““-‘* looked to easy concentration
against the enemy approaching across the mountains from
Chattanooga, or through Northern Alabama, to turn his posi-

against an attack

tion from the gouth or west. To !ul‘::\'ilh_-
qpos -?\I".:\].‘lljll\"ltl'.‘.. he IHJ'M'IL‘J (_Iwrt_-lwl':tl r.rll“]llllr-' 1€0) |'|'1';th|' l]ll_'.

railroad from Tullahoma to that place, and throw forward a

brigade to Pelham for observation. From the summits of the
mountains, near Battle Creek, his signal officers were watch-
ing the movements of the enemy in the valley, foward Chat-
tanooga, to give warning of an advance from that direction.
Deeming his forces insufficient to thwart the enemy, what-
ever might be his special plans, he requested General Grant to
send him two divisions. General Grant refused, on illt‘;‘_:_‘t'i.'nll]r.l.l
t

el

1at he was himself under too great pressure to permit the

uction of his army. This attitude of the enemy in Missis-
sippi was a part of the plan of general co-operation from
Knoxville to Corinth: and the fact that it prevented the re-
inforcement of General Buell, gave proof of the completeness
of General Bragg’s preparations and the wisdom of his initial
movement. For as the success of the general plan hinged
pon the advancement of his central column to the north of
the Cumberland Mountains, the prevention of reinforcements
to General Buell was an essential condition of the success of
his dominant movement.

The threatening bearing of General Smith hefore Cumber-
land Gap was an additional source of anxiety to General
Buell. Ile was a'q-almnuilu]u-_ a8 :h-[n:u'inu-n: commander, for af-

fairs in Kentucky. IHe therefore, in advance of a state of
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things which subsequently induced the creation of a new de-
!"H'[I_IEL‘I]! with General Wright in command, relieved General
Nelson, August 16th, of the command of the Fourth division,
and sent him to Kentucky to take charge of affairs in that
state, and organize the fresh troops arriving for its defense.
The raid of Morgan, in July, greatly alarmed the citizens of
Cincinnati and Louisville, ag it revealed how easily a bold
raider could dash far behind the national army. So that Gen-
eral Buell was neither in advance by this step of a new alarm
nor of the actual danger, as General Kirby Smith was even
then in motion toward Central Kentucky.

When General Nelson was sent to Kentucky, General
Thomas was relieved temporarily of the eommand of the
First division, and ordered to MeMinnville, to direct affairs at
that important point. He assumed command on the 19th, and
on that day General Brage threw across the river from Chat-
tanooga three thousand infantry and three hundred cav: ry.
lt.umr' that these wwoops 1::!“]|1 be followed ¢ U'\t]\ 1!‘. {zen-
eral Bragg’s whole army, General Buell directed General
Thomas to call Wood's I]I\ ision near to Mc¢Minnville, in readi-

ess to support the troops already there should the enemy ad-
vance in force upon 111'll place, or in that direction. To be
nearer the new theater of operations, he transferred his own
headquarters to Stevenson. General Buell regarded Nashville
as General Bragg’s objective, and made his dispositions to
give battle before he could free himself from the embarass-
ments incident to offensive warfare in a mountainous |'~_‘IL1‘1131|.

His first object was to check the enemy before he could
reach the Sequatchie Valley. Accordingly, upon receiving
the first intelligence, on the 19th, of an advance, he directeil
Greneral .‘\li'l'ur:-i(_. with his two lil'i:q"'.llirri. o move up the val-
lcy from Battle Creek, to the Anderson and Therman road,
and hold the enemy in check, if EH_IH&‘HI]*\'. In the event of
being hard pressed, he was to fall back on the Therman road
until he should form a junction with General Thomas, who
would advance from MeMinnville for his relief. e directed
General Crittenden to move his division up the valley to the
Tracy € ity and Altamont road, to support MeCook and ob-
serve the old Nashville and Chattanooga road, which enters
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the valley at the point designated. Should he be L*r's]'ll]_':('-ller'l
to fall back, he was T do so on the Higginbottom road, to-
ward Tracy City and Altamont, until he should meet rein-
forcements. e instructed General Thomas to hold his com-
mand in readiness to advance from M Minnville at the short-
est notice, either upon the Therman or Dunlap road.

[n moving up the valley on the 20th, General McCook he-
came foarful that the enemy would intercept him before he
could reach the Therman 10 v, and therefore retraced his steps
to the mouth of RBattle Creek, and then moved on the road
leading up that stream for some distance, and then over the
monntain, as there was no road nearer the enemy practicable
for artille Ty

Though it was now ev ident that General Brage had assumed
ihe offensive, his plan of operations had not been indicated.
He had simply Huuun his vanguard ac ross the Tennessee river,
with evident purpose of crossing Waldron’s Ridge, interve ”l"r"
between Chattanooga and the Sequt atchie Valley, but his pre
smate and ulterior objec tives could only be Icwul]“tl by I]Lu
direction of his march atter reac hing the valley. Once in the
valley he could turn down and sweep past '\fu'un\ and Crit-
ﬁll.th!l and secure a route into .\nulu-ln Alabama, get be-

cen Gteneral Grant and Ge meral I3 ,and then pass toward
{'urmrh or Nashville, If Nashville was his ultimate objective,
he conld :lllt‘]:l‘ .-]f]u-a'nl two routc "-i—-—Hll‘ one across the moun-
tains to MeMinnville, or the one up the valley t y Pikeville,
and thence directly to Nashville. If Kentucky was lnu lesti-
nation. the latter route would form a portion of it through
the \'L|||t'_\' and out of it.

At this time and for a few days later, General Buell counld
only act upon probabilities. The peculiar topogr: aphy of the
country gave great advantages to (General Bragg, as he col uld,
if he chose, avoid General Buell wherever he ]m"hl conecen-
trate. Should he throw his army before him at McMinnville
he could on a short line ;.:1.4.4 to Stevenson by Battle Creek.
Should he concentrate against him in the valley, to 11|
hig taking this direction, there was an open wi ay to him up the
valley, and concealing his movements behind the mounta

he conld get the start either to Nashville or I'L:-]g['llc_-_l{.\" ,\
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concentration at MeMinnville wonld alone ]rhlr:u the national
troops before him, against an advance to either Nashville or
Kentueky. The condition of resistance at that place, or at
any other point on the same side of the valley to the northeast,
involved no special risk, as General Buell would have his
army near his communications, or on a short line to Nashville,
should General Brage be able to press im back. The only
risk would have been in giving him the route into }a—c.':rIIn:r;l
Alabama, through Battle Creek and Stevenson.

On the 22d, General Buell established his headquarters at
Decherd, to await the developments of the enemy, About
the same fime it was ascertained that General Brage’s whole
army was on the north bank of the Tennessee. General Buell
now fully abandoned hislong-meditated advanece against Chat-
tanooga, and in manifest recognition of his defensive attitude,
removed ]114 fil'IH'Ff.f!1l :~'1|[|]||'|+,'=~' from 'i.':h'-\‘('ll-ﬂ:!l o ]‘l'i,‘l]t'r’l]_
General Brage’s ultimate objective was the fact of paramonnt
importance to General Buell, but it was studiously concealed.
In failing to perceive the intended direet co-operation of the

LAl l!

Chattanooga and Knoxville columns, General Buell re
Nashville as the paramount objective. In view of the past,
this was bold; but it fell far short of his actual daring, and in
keeping General Buell in the dark with regard to his proxi-
mate and remote movements, he gave actuality to the condi-
tions of their success,

Greneral Thomas differed from General Buell with regard to
General Bragg’s destination, On the 22d he said: “I have
believed for a day or two that the demonstration in this direc-

tion is intended to cover the advance of his army toward
Kentucky ;” and recommended a concentration of the Army
of the Ohio at MeMinnville. Ile reconnoitered very thor-
oughly to the east and south of his position, sending parties
to Altamont, Beersheba Springs, Dunlap, Spencer, Pikeville,
dparta, and other less important points, and thus ascertained
that the enemy was not in forece near him, nor even in the
u“'l--['.::il'r']l'lt' 1"..:-'”‘-‘.‘.": and then adwvizsed that Wood’s division
should be sent forward to Sparta, to intercept the advance of
the main army ; that another division should be left at Dech-
erd, on the Nashville and Chattanooga railroad, and that the
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remaining forces should be concentrated at MeMinnville,
prepared to offer battle should General Bragg advance on that
1]-“-|. or meet him at Ela.lli..l- or J.'.'Ln{.‘ll . Ford should he pass
by McMinnville.  The movement of the enemy upon either
Nashville or Lum«ull e required fhat he should pass through
MecMinnville or Sparta, and General Thomas advised that pro-
vision be made 11: defeat him, whichever of these cities might
be his ohjective. Even if Decherd should be his proximate
aim. defense could be made by the army from MeMinnville;
and if matters shoul ld so eventnate as to |ulJu|E a return t-1
the original plan of inv: ading Tast Tennessee, the proposed
concentration would be a step toward it. In making these
guggestions, General Thomas l'l‘l!l“lllk,i.“‘. expressed the opinion
that General Bragg had no thought of moving into Northern
Alabama.

On the 23d, believing that the enemy would advance on the
Therman road, General Buell ordered the coneentration of
five divisions at Altamont, that he might there offer battle
He ordered Generals McCook and Crittenden to move up the
Battle Oreek road over the mountain, and onward through
Pelham; General Schoepf, commanding the First division, to
march from Bk river throngh Pelham, and General Thomas,
with Ammen’s division (the Fourth) and Wood’s, to ad-
vance from MeMinnville, on the Therman road. The day
following, General Thomas recel ived more explicit instructions
with |d--'.u=l to the concentration, attack, route, and manner
of vetreat, should retreat hecome necessary. If the enemy
W i'mnul in superior force at Altamont, he was to force his
way to Hillsboro, and if not in such force as to forbid success,
he was to attack him and drive him back, and in the event of
any reverse, rendering it necessary for his whole command to
fall back, he should retreat throngh Manchester and Beech
Grove, neglecting no opportunity to embarrass or check the
L‘[]'.'l‘[l"'f.

General Thomas reached Altamont on the 25th, but found
no enemy there, and none nearer than Dunlap and Pikeville,
a brigade being reported at each place. General Bragg was
still struggling slowly over Waldron’s Ridge, and General
Thomas, deeming it improbable that he would attempt the
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passage of the mountain by way of Altamont, on account of
the difficulties of the road and secarcity of water and for: age,
returned to McMinnville with the Fourth and Sixth divisic OLS,
General MeCook’s division reached Altamont on the 29th,
and the day following moved to Hubbard’s Cove, where his
advance met and routed Forrest’s cavalry,® endeavoring to join
General Bragg by that route. The First division halted at
Pelham. and the Fifth ((_:l'.itf'tilllii:.!l'.-'-') at Iillshoro. These
movements developed the fact that General I Bragoe was not
yet in threatening nearness, and that his purpose in advane ing
was not indicated fully. Tis dispateh of the 27th to his
lieutenant-general, Van Dorn, in Mississippi, made known
his purpose, and Im assurance that General Buell was falling
haclc. ,|Ia[.s purpose was to advance in four |'n[I!mr'1.~+—u!|t_r
through Eastern Kentucky, a second by Cumberland Gap,
another through Sequatchie valley to Kentucky, and the
fourth against General Grant. And the recession of General
Buell’s forces from the line of the Memphis and Charleston
railroad, invited him to move rapidly forward with his whole

-
-
o
a4
-
-

army.
General Buell did not start toward Nashville, as General
Bragg supposed, on the 27th ; but on the 30th he gave orders

* He had been repulsed the day before, in an attack upon Colonel Grose
near Woodbury. Forrest was defeated again, on the 29th, by a detach-
ment under Captain H. R. Miller, of the Eighteenth Ohio, at * Short
Mountain Cross-roads.” The inclosure of a stockade had been com
pleted, and the men were at dinner, a hundred vards from it, when For
rest fell upon them. It was then a question which party should reach the
stockade first. Miller, however, by fighting as he ran, got into the stock-

ehigi e tiabian

wde with a portion of his men, and with these he repulsed an assault, lad

by Forrest himself, with several hundred dismounted men. The men et
oft'in the race. fought from the woods near by, and reached the stockade
in safety, after 1J=--1‘num_x-' withdrew. Forrestleft behind him twelve dead.
forty-one wounded, eight horses, and thirty guns

On the 30th, he suffered a fourth defeat. 'assing to the left of General

Ltistatdeptababititiidelskaind

Wood's camp toward Woodbury, after leaving Captain Miller, he was soon
" roughly handled by ( '--lu||.-=] E. P. Fyffe, whom General Wood had
ith his regiment, the Twenty-sixth Ohio, to meet him. Colonel

sgnt

Fyffe attacked him when in line of battle, at the intersection of two
roads, nine miles west of McMinnville, and by tha suddenness and im-

Dedibdononsdithige

Petuosity of his attack, routed him without losine a man.

LLTE FERRTYS P 1

Sy




158 RETREAT TO LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY.

for the movement of his whole army to Murfreesboro, assum-

ine. in advance of actual ilL"h'L']lT}lilll.']H.“, or even a 1l|1‘t_-:lh_'1i'11t;{*

approach of the enemy in any direction, that Nashville was
the objective. After giving a lengthy order, defining the

route and marching order of each division, and all the trains,
he still hesitated with |-¢_-:_;;11'11 to the movement, and asked the
advice of General Thomas with respect to it, on the 31st. Ilis
latest advices left him in doubt with regard to the strength
and movements of the enemy. IHeavy infantry forces had not
yet been certainly discovered. General Thomas advised that
25 the movement had been begun, it would be best to continue
it: but Hl;_':;{l,_‘ﬁh‘tk a plan of Hiﬂ']'lli.ﬂlllt\' from Murfreesboro, to
attack and rout Bragg’s army, giving in outline the various
movements by which it could be :1l~t'.s111|1|1'lslwii. General
infantry, and General Buell

Bragg had but five divisions of
]]Llll five hefore ll.lllL: \‘i'.llhu'ILL- tl-'[ﬂ'llll“l!l.'u upon the forees on
ilie Nashville and Decatur road, those in his immediate rear
toward Nashville, or the two divisions approaching from
Gteneral Grant’s army.

As ordered, the several divisions and all detachments on the

railroads were put in motion during the first three days of
,"\'.._-]u’,q-]|1|n‘[', :l]nl H“ii-l"]_ at \l Ll1'1.111_".l_‘.:"-|-_?{l'l'|lHl] l]_n- -1'1]|.. TIH' AN u-:s]_'--
of General Roussean’s division, posted on the Nashville and

Decatur railroad, followed that road to Nashville. Two divis-

iong from General Grant’s army were on the march to join
the retreating forces, as, in response to General Buell’s call for
troops, 1'a|"|;';uiiwl'J_-i-u.-:n:l':J] T. (. Davig’ division, General R.
B. Mitchell commanding, and General Paine’s division, Gen-
oral J. M. Palmer commanding, had been dispatched from
‘\]I-'““H The former 1't_‘:Ll:1|l'-l -.\1L]l'i\l'\'\_'r;lull'u ahout the 1st,
and the latter Lll‘]'-l\'t'*l il K:L-*h\"llin' ::'lml]i the 11-11]:.

General Buell made no halt at Murfreesboro, but ordered
the movement of all his forces to Nashville. This action, sup-
plementing the withdrawal from MeMinnville and adjacent
points, gave General Brage free motion over the mountains
and through the valleys and out of them, and the nndisturbed
choice of routes to Nashville or Kentucky. He chose the
shorter line, to invade Kentucky, down the Cumberland
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river to Carthage, and thence through Scottsville and Glasgow
to the Louisville and Nashville railroad.

At Murfreesboro, General Buell learned of the defeat of
General Nelson's troops at Richmond, Kentucky, and also that
General Bragg was moving so far to the East as to indicate )
purpose to invade ]{unE-Ht_'I{j'. The 11.'”1_;'{_-!' northward was now
fully apparent. The problem to solve was fraught with issues
of stupendous importance. The only condition of favorable
solution was the rapid advance of the Army of the Ohio to
Louigville upon the demonstration that General Brage was
moving thither, and either beat him in the race. or move go
close to Lis rear as to paralyze his offensive force northwanrd.
[Te therefore, on reaching Nashville, crossed the Cumberland,
with MeCook’s, Crittenden’s, Ammen’s, Wood’s. Roussean’s,
and Mitchell’s divisions, and pushed on toward Louisville,
having assigned General Thomas to the command of Nash-
ville, with his own, and Negley’s and Palmer’s divisions. by
order 18sued Hl'!\[l'!|l|ll‘l' Tth.

In the meantime, General Brage had crossed the Cumber-
land river at Carthage, and was moving rapidly toward Louis-

ville. with a good start in the race, having left General Brecle-

wridge behind, with a heavy force of infantry, cavalry, and
artillery, to operate against Nashville and invest the place.
On the 12th, General Thomas was notified, by General
Buell’s chief of staff, that General Mitchell's division had been
ordered to return to Nashville and report to him. The same

day, General Bragg’s troops tore up the railroad track between
Franklin and Bowling Green, and on the day following, the
head of his army, a bricade of cavalry, under Colonel Scott,
appeared at Munfordsville, north of Green river. The rail-
I'-I::l'l ]Il'il]l'_';q' over L'.‘;:l

t river had been burned on the 9th.
These 1iu-\'s-||hf||1|l~ll[:~' induced General Buell to countermant
the order sending Mitchell’s division back to Nashville, and to
order General Thomas, with his own and Paine’s divisions. to
leave Nashville carly on the 15th, and join the main army by
way of Bowling Green, but giving him permission to leave
the |:|r|--|-|I'|\"[_~;inu at N;!&lq\-‘l“v,l[hllu should not deem it safe to
withdraw it.

The garrison at Munfordsville had been reinforeced, from the

(=]

.
-
-
P |
a
-
=
- |
|
=
.
4
yor]
win )
"
=
- |
-
]
]
|
3
v |
~|
i
]
]
1
- |
iy
-
-
-
=
- |




160 RETREAT TO LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY.

North, as early as the 8th, by the Seventeenth Indiana Tnfan-
try, under Col lonel J. T. Wilder. At 8 p. M. on the 13th,
Colonel Wilder declined to surrender nupon the demand of the
enemy. Barly the next morning an assanlt was made upon
him, which was repulsed with loss to the enemy. During the
dav the garrison was reinfore ed by seven companies of infantry,
un.lim' (_-n]um-l Dunham, from Louisville, and about one ni.‘.n_
sand men and Konkle’s battery, under (Colonel Owen, from
T.ebanon Junetion. The demand for surrender was repeated
on the 14th, at 9 A. M., by General Chalmers, who represented
that he had six regiments of infantry, a brigade of cavalry, a
hattalion of "]kﬂ}_l"\!![!llh ra. and two batteries of arfil 1 Y. The
carrison again re fased to surrender, when the enemy withdrew

)

and moved north. On the morning of the 16th, the enemy
again appeared, and an attac J was made. The fighting be-
came general on the sonth line of defense, but no effort was
made to carry the position by storm. Late in the afternoon a
flag of truce was received covering a note from General Bragg,
W I||a h stated that the place was surrounded by overw lu'1r|u||--
numbers, that reinforcements could not come, and then de-
manded the surrender of the post and garrison fo save further
loss of blood. Colonel Dunham, then in command, by virtue
of superior rank, sent his refusal by Colonel Wilder, who,
from personal ohservations. learned that the force of the
enemy was indeed ove !\\lu Iming. THaving reported this fact
on his return, a council of war was held, and General Bragg
was requested to -a1-1n-|n! hostilities until a decision was
reached. The couneil having decided that upon the verifica-
tion of the assumed .~'-1|'e-n_-;a|1 of the enemy the surrender
should be made. and the fact of an immense force h'l\"m:,-' been
subsequently ascert: mlul the capitulation was made at 2 A. M.
the 17th. The terms permitted the garrison to leave unh the
honors of war, the retention of f‘“]"'-““l-"': private property,
and four days’ rations. The officers and men were at once
paroled. The reluctance of General Bragg to assault, and th
liberality of the terms, indicated that he did not consider the
post worth the cost of carrying it by storm, while the prox-
i|||'|‘.|\' of General Buell’s army lI'n:'h;uh- the ]m]w of its reduc-
tion in any other way. DBesides, he conld not have held
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position, except upon the condition of a general engagement,
and whatever might have been his expectations in the inva-
glon of K l.'-!lf'ill‘k_\', Lie 1.'(:['!'“?“[_1_\'_. from first to [:l#t, avoided this
185U€. 1 [e [fu'l'('i'ut't' (ii.“]_u.:r-‘w'-:l of Munfordsville el8 tﬂlil‘f{l.‘,' and
easily as possible, so as to give freedom of motion to his army,
and put it out of the power of the garrison to reinforce Gen-
eral Buell, who might yet be able to force a general battle
upon him,

General Thomas left Nashville on the 15th, with his own
division, not considering it safe to withdraw Paine’s, and on
the 20th joined General Buell at Prewitt’s Knob. At the time,
General Bragg was here confronting General Buell, having for
two or three days shown some disposition to deliver battle.
His belligerent attitude, though involving skirmishing between
the armies, may only have been a feint, as on the 21st he
declined an engagement when formally offered by General
Buell. It may have been that the arrival of General Thomas,
with his division, changed a positive plan involving battle.
On the 21st, while General Thomas, under instructions from
General Buell, was disposing Crittenden’s and Wood’s divis-
ions 1n order of battle. it was ascertained that the enémy was
retreating. General Brage not only left General Buell’s im-
mediate presence, but he deflected to the east of the Louisville
and Nashville railroad, and gave an open way for the march
of the Army of the Ohio to Louisville. To this city General

Buell put his army in rapid motion, leaving General Thomas,
for a day with his division, to protect the convalescent troops
and stores until l}u:.\,‘ could be gent to Bowling Green, held at
the time by Colonel Bruece's brigade. On the 29th, the last
portion of the army reached Louisville. General Bragg moved
to Bardstown. Then both armies, in defiant attitude, took
rest while preparing for impending hostilities.

Conmyra, July 8, 1862.
M

By s T T ] ¥/
nor-Greneral Buell, ] Tendzville :

The President telegraphs that your progress is not satisfactory, and
that you should move more rapidly. The long time taken by you to
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reach Chattanooga, will enable the enemy to anticipate you by conecen-
trating a larger force to meet you. 1 communiecate his views, hoping that
your movements hereafter will be so rapid as to remove all causes of com-

plaint, whether well founded or not.
H. W. HALLECE,

HeaneuanTers, HusTsvinLe, July 11, 1862,
Major-General H. W. Halleek :

I appreciate the importance of moving promptly, though it is‘idle to
suppose that the enemy, with his railroad communiecations complete, and
our lines difficult and broken, will not always be able to anticipate us at
any important point. I regret that it is necessary to explain the eircum-
stances which make my progress seem slow. though perhaps it is not to
be expected that they should otherwise be understood. I understand
what you have given me to do. and if permitted, 1 expect to accomplish
it without any unnecessary delay, and in such a manner as to neither

ved

jeopardize my army or its honor, nor trifle with loyal citizens betra
to the vengzeance of their enemies by a promised protection and a hurried
abandonment. The adyance on Chattanooga must be made with the
means of acting in force; otherwise it will either fail or prove a profitless
and transient prize. The railroad communication as far as Stevenson
must be securely established. TFrom that point the transportation must
ab first be by wagons for twenty-five miles. The river must be erossed by
a pontoon bridge, which [ am now preparing. It is not possible to estab-
Jish the requisite communication by any means of ferrying which we con
provide. These arrangements are being pushed forward as industriously

as possible. The troops are moving forward to the terminus of the rail.

rond without unnecessary delay, and one division has already arrived
there. It ought tobe borne in mind that they have had a march of about
fwo hundred miles to malke, with a large train, in hot weather, erossing
a wide river by a ferry. The report of General Mitchell led me to expect
that the Chattanooga road would be completed by the first of this month
I do not censure him for being mistaken. [ have since doubled the
force upon it, and it can not be finished before next Monday. The gap
of twenty-two miles on the Decatur road, the one we are dependent upon
for supplies, has, from the character of the road, made it more expedi-
tious to take another ronte forty miles long; and it requires every
wagon that can possibly be .~|-;|J----E to keep the troops from starving, and

at that we are living from day to day. We consume ol }’]'lr‘.'li.-G.EH]I."\ alone
about one hundred thousand pounds daily, which, with our animals in
their present condition, it requires about sixty wagons to carry. The
trip, coming and going, can not be made in less than five days. Thre
Lundred and Lifty wagons are required to haul ]ll'l1‘\'i.r-"ill:|!-'. alone over this
gap. To haul forage over the same distance, even at half rations, would
require seven hundred wagons more. We are running about five hun-
dred wacons, managing, with great difficulty, to subsist our animals mainl)

upon the country, alrendy nearly exhausted of supplies. It will be seen
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that we can not advanece beyond Stevenson until the road is completed,
g0 as to release wagons now absolutely required in the rear. Three mills
are g*.‘“'i”g out lumber for boats, which will be furnished as 800N A8 Possi-
|-|1l-»_. These are matters of fact which can not he got rid of by sophistry
or fair promises, however gratifying. The dissatisfaction pains me ex-
ceedingly. T request that this dispateh may be communicated to him

D. €. BUELL,

Heainquanters, HusrsviLLe, July 23, 1862,
General Halleck or General Thomas, Washington, D, €

I can not err in repeating to you the urgent importance of a larger

cavalry force in this district. The enemy is throwing an immense cavalry
force on the four hundred miles of railroad communication upon which
this army is dependent for its supplies. I am building stockades to hold
from thirty to one hundred men at all bridges; but such guards, at les

only :_'i‘n".: .‘E‘E"-I-l'[f."' to certain |'~'.'Jlllf*-= and arainst a amall force, There ean

be no safety without i":L".'lIl!'_‘\' enough to pursue the enemy in large bodlies.

Twice already our roads have been broken up by these formidable raids,

causing great delays and embarrassment, so that we are scarcely able to
subsist from day to day. [ am concentrating all the cavalry I can spare,
to operate actively in force. I don't pretend to know whether you have

cavalry that you can spare elsewhere, but if so, it can find abundant and

very important service here,
D, C. BUELL.
Huxrsvinug, August 19, 1862,
teneral Thomas, MeMinnvills :
T'he enemy crossed three hundred cavalry and three thousand infantry

at Chattanooga yesterday. This may be for the purpose of foraging in

sequatchie Valley, but we must be prepared for more than that. Told
your command in readiness to march at the shortest notice. You will
probably march on the Therman road or the Dunlap road ; but you should
be provided with capable and reliable guides in all directions. General
Schoepf 's scouts also report the enemy in the mountains twenty-one miles
beyond him, in quite a large force. That is not very definite in any re-
gpect.  You should, by means of :é[ri-:= and =couts, keep yourself thor-
oughly informed of what is going on beftween you and Chattanooga.
There is a road leading along the mountains, from Spencer to Pikeville
and other points, by which an enemy could penetrate. You should also
look well in the direction of Sparta and Smithville, both for the purpose
of detecting any advance upon you, and any attempt to pass you toward
Noshyille, Collect in a day or two all the forage, flour, and beef you can,
and then send I't'-.'tl['S1l[l!l1}'11':IS]L.‘i to Murfreesboro to be fed until ]'1'!|1Ii|'4'fi.
The MeMinnville railroad will be open Thursday, and at any rate, you

should not keep on hand more supplies than you can carry away in your
]I;

gage wagons and haversacks. The _;__fg';’:j[- |:n1't_-]l]-'1!| with us is .-'-!I|I'|'li"“-.

and that we must solve by management and starving, if necessary. It

i
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will bo quite asdifficult for the enemy. I shall concentrate your division
and McCook's at Tracy City or near there, and send Crittenden up the
Valley to about Anderson road. We must be prepared either

H.-ulnm_l'.]ﬁl".
or concentrate rapidly, according to circum-

to fight in detachments
stances. 1 have prepared a code of signals by which to control our move-
1 communicate information; study it carvefully. Call Wood's
division up to you, or ab least have him within a few hours' march, which,

for the sake of supplies, will be better, as well as to give some protection

Iments I

to the road. D. C. BUELL

(e ye
LOTRImanLIng.,

HEespguarTers FirsT DivisioN, ArMy oF THE OHIO,
MoMixnvinie, Tesy., Adugust 22, 1862,
Muior-General Buell, Decherd :

i have believed, for a day or two, that the demonstration in this direc-
tion is intended to cover the advance of the enemy toward Kentucky.,
Farrest and Scott ave said to be near Crossville. 1 have been reliably in-
formed that forage is being collected there in large quantifies. My scouts
renort no force z_a{' the enemy on f umberland Mountains. this side of Se-
||I1I.f|1'-']|i--. Morgan, day beiore yesterday, was at Hartsville. Johnson is
this side of the Cumberland, near Carthage. The troops I sent to his
assistance are now at Smithville, (olonel Grose reports that Morgan is
ying to get east, probably to join Forrest; but to do so, he will have to
march by Johnson or Grose. We have captured two or three small
droves of cattle going east. Two men came in yesterday from near
Crossville, who report that the enemy's cavalry and some infantry, prob-
ably the advance guard, are at Jamestown, Fentress county. The citi-
sens here think that they will advance into Kentucky.

G. H. THOMAS,
Major-General U. S. V.

il

DecHERD, August 22, 1862,

Gereral Thomas, MeMinnvilla;
From General McCook's information this morning, it seems almost cer-
the

tain that Brage is marching on MceMinnville. His advance was af

top of Waldron's Ridge last night. MoCoun is said to be crossing ab

Kineston. and Withers at Harrison. Of course, they will expeact to uni
What sort of ground can we take by concentrating at McMinnville?

round such as to give us

How would it do to fight at Altamont? Is the

the advantage of our artillery ? How many days' rations have you?! Are

you provided with ammunition? Be ready to march immediately.
BUELL,

Commanding.
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Heanguanrens Finst Divisiox, Aryy or OrIn.
MeMissvicie, August 22, 1862,
Muior-GFeneral Busll, Decherd :

By all means conecentrate here. The enemy can not reach Nashville
by any other route across the mountains, unless by Sparta, At Altamont,
| am positively informed that the enemy would have an equal advantage
with ourselves. Here we will have a most decided advantage, and by he-
ing here, should he march by Sparta, we can meet him either there or at
Allen's Ford, ncross the Caney Fork., He isobliged to pass this place or
Sparta to reach Nashville. 1 have six days' rations and plenty of ammu-
nition. Did you get my dispatch of to-day? I ean not think that Br

=

is coming here either by the hill or Therman road. My reconnoitering
party weut into Dunlap yesterday.
G. H. THOMAS,
Major-General U. 8. V-
DrcuERD, August 22, 1862,
Gengral Thomas, MeMinnviils :
Of course, you will instantly recall your absent troops. T will probably
bring Second Kentucky by rail, to march from here—that is, on the sup-

position that we will advance to attack in Sequatchie Valley. T can

hardly thinlk the enemy will attempt the march across to MeMinnville—

east not immediately. Tt appears to me that he will rather endeavor
to get into North Alabama, and perhaps strike across to Decherd, If we
advance to Altamont, we may thwart him in both, and preserve our com-
munication with Decherd and Nashville, If we concentrate at MeMinn-
ville, we lose North Alabama -and Decherd. What think you? The
great difficulty is in moving in the mountains with our trains. Of course,
we must cut loose from everything but our ammunition train and sub-

gistence for six days, most of it in haversacks,

D. C. BUELL.

Heavouarrers Firsr Division, ArMy oF Onio.

MoMixyvinLe, Texx,, Auqgust 22 1862
Major-General Buell, Declierd :

Wecan get neither forage nor water at Altamont. Tt will be as difficult
for us to march across the mountains to Sequatchie Valley, as for the en-
emy to come either to Altamont or this place. I would not advise con
centrating here, except for battle or for an advance into East Tennessee.
I think our connection with Nashville will be better preserved by hold-
ing Decherd with a division, fo enable us to concentrate either there, if

threatened, or at this place. I have alsolearned that Tupelo, Mississippi,

been abandoned, and most of the enemy at that place have been sent

to Chattanooga. T therefore do not apprehend any attempt to seize

North Alabama.

G. H THOMAS,
Major-General U.S. V.

Sesstninitiiialhbatieiihaiiidasiitiialid
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DecrerD, August 23, 1802,
(Feneral Thomas, Me Minnville :

There is no possibility of onr concentrating at MeMinnville. We must
concentrate in advance and assume the offensive, or fall 1-:11'1-; at least to
Murfreesboro. Ideem the former the surest, and we will act accordingly,
[ wish you, therefore, to move by a forced march to -\ll:l.rlum- there to
junction w ith MeCook, and Crittenden, and Schoept. MceCook

arted for Tracy City yesterday, from Jasper. I presume

form &
and Crittenden st
they are now &t Tracy C ity, though }Hl--ll ly not. Schoept will march af
once. The junction 1L|-i be tformed to-morrow, and any division meeting
the hLead of the enemy's: column first, must at least hold it in check
until a larger force arrives. One battery to a division would, T think, be
ample in the mountains. McCook and Crittenden have with them six
|l::TlII']'i|'-.-! leave all of yours, therefore—at least, don't take more than

at least two reg-

It will be necessary to leave some force with tl
osition and covered by

I,
iments: and they should be puf in a strong p
oht without fail. I shall order Schoepf's batteries here,

breastworks to-11;
to be similarly disposed of. There must be no delay or failure, The en-
emv's advance was at the top of Walc dron’s Ridge, ten miles from Chat-
tanoora night beforelast, and talkked of being at MeMinnville to-morrow
That is hardly possible; but they must bemet at the earliest possible mo-
ment.  Communicate with McCook to-night, by a trusty scout—the dis-
tance is thirty-two miles. e may possibly not be at Tracy City; if not,
look for him on the road to Battle Creek. If you think best, yon may
send your artillery to this p slace, which will relieve the force that would
b l||||r|] Lo |-1||[1¢I them there, though if THI w will be safi s there 1s
some advantage in having a force at MeMinnville. Take mno wagons ex-
cept what will be necessary to carry rations and cooking-utensils. [ shall
probably leave here with 8ill's brigade to-morrow for Tracy City. Com-
municate always in eipher, by telegraph, to this place, and by courier,
through Tracy City. Schoepf sends a report that Hardee is advancing
on the Dunlap road. Answer that 1 may know exactly what you do.
Vour staff officer makes mistakes in the use of the cipher.
D. ¢. BUELL.

DecaerD, August 24, 1802,
General Thomas, MeMinnville:

In advancing to Altamont, take the Hickory Creek road instead of the
Therman road. That will put you on a shorter line of retreat on Mur-
freesboro by the way of Manchester, and brings us nearer together.
Start your trains for Murfreeshoro at once; with the least escort that will
possibly suflice—say, one regiment and abattery—and let it go through in
thirty-six hours. In the event of any reverse which makes it necessary
for the whole force to fall back, do so by Manchester and Beach Grove,

making a stand to check the enemy whenever it can be done with advai-

Keep your telegraph open until the last minute, and aiter that,
vl

communieate frequently by couriers. McCook can, | think, get ther:
twelve o'clock day after to-morrow. D. ¢. BUELL.
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Heapguarrers First Divisiox, Aryy oF Omio,
MceMissvinLe, Teny., dugust 24, 1862,
Major-General Buell, Decherd :

'1 reconnoitering party under Major Loughlin, First Ohio Cavalry. sent
by me toward Pikeyille day belore yesterday, has just returned. Major
[,-m'..-:hiill reports that he reconnoitered (7) the enemy's advance scouts at
Spencer, and gained reliable intelligence from one or two ecitizens that s
i'...;-u.- of two or three thousand infantry and some artillery was then at
Pikeville, and that the enemy intended advancing on this place by two
or three routes, A party sent ouf last night on the Chattanooga road re-

ports the enemy's pickets at Beersheba, and a force behind in Sequatchie

Valley. 1 have been delayed until this time, waiting for the return of

these parties. Will move this afternoon on the Hickory Creek road, in
compliance with your last orders. General Wood's division will be at the
foot of the mountains, if not the pass, to-night.

G, H. THOMAS,

Major-General U. 8. V.

HeanquarTers Firsr DivisioN, Army or Omio,
Avramont, Texx., August 25,5 v, M.
Major-General Buell, Decherd :
The enemy no nearer than Dunlap. It is reported there is one brigade
there, and one at Pikeville. This I learn here, and which confirms the
report of Major Loughlin, First Ohio Cavalry.

W aler si

!|--§-_'!_-"-.p'_'|.|||||i L ]:1.~'1 for 1|II:--‘.];I.'\.'. [!I: t'f.:,'_!tl up I|||: i||||li]|.;::,:|] 12 almost

—only one spring here; and not forage enough in the

impassable, General Wood has been from six o'clock till now, and has

not succeeded, in getting his artillery up the road. I deem it next to

TE
h a large army across the mountains by Altamont, on

possible to mars
account of scarvcity of water and forage, and the extreme difficulty of

over t oad. 1 will the

fore return to MeMinnville and await

further orde As | mentioned in one of my dispatches, I regard

MeMinnyille as the most important point for occupation of any. The
occupation of MeMinnville, Sparta, and Murfreesboro will, in my opin-
ion, secure the Nashville and Chattancoga rvailroad. I have sent out
smith to put in operation a system of couriers, by which, I believe, we
can got relinble information.
Very respectfully,
GEORGE . THOMAS,
Major-tieneral U. S, V.

- Decnerp, August 26, 1862
Greneral ?I-f'-'-.rr-':.';\‘: MeMinnville :

Keep your position at MeMinnville, but make nothing like a perma
nent establishment. Be always ready to move at a moment's notice.
That Brage is this side of the river with a large force, is beyond all ques

tion.  1f is havdly probable that it is merely for the purpose of demon-

—
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stration, and we must be prepared to concentrate promptly. Of course,
the passage of so large a force across the mountains is difficult, but not
go much so as you would suppose from the road you took. The Therman
road is very good, and the mountain quite easy of ascent The descent
on this side is easy enough by four roads, all diverging from Altamont—
the first going by Beersheba to BMceMinnville; the second by Hickory
creak to MeMinnville, or toward Manchester; the third also to Man-
chester and to Decherd by Pelham; and the fourth by Clowan. The
Beersheba road is excellent for a mountain road. The gquestion is, how
to meet an advance which may take either of these routes through Alta-
mont. The best position we could take would be MeMinnville, Altamaont,
and on the Therman road, just this side of Sequatchie Valley. Weshould
not only be able to coneentrate against an advance on that road or the
Sparta road, but also threaten his'flank if he should attempt to go into
North Alabama by Battle Creek—a not improbable thing on many ne-
counts. The difficulty of supplying ourselves on the mountains is, I
think, the only objection to the disposition I mention. Did you leave
any force at Altamont? MeCook, Crittenden, and Schoepf are at Pel-
ham. T have ordered the railroad and telegraph re-established immedi-
1|i:|l|";_\'. Ba sure to he hli‘ill‘[IIe"l ”Li". moment the enemy enters .‘;"Ifli::l-
chie Valley, and which direction he takes. Forrest and Morgan are
reported at Lebanon, to attacl Murfreesboro or Nashville. Give all the
E

four days ago, and Paine is across, crogsing at Laumb's Ferry and Hood's,

information you can obtain, . . ., Davis' division ecrossed at

stport

Do you know a colonel fit to command a light brigade of cavalry, ¢

lery, and infantry to operate against Forrest? MecCook, Crittenden, and
Schoepl are at Pelham.
D.C. BUELL.

Heapquarters IFirgr Division Army or Omnio,

MoMiswviLLe, August 28, 1862,
ﬂf”j.”'.J_rj.',';!,-'}'._r,l’ “..,_,.,-’,’l Decherd :
Saturday, three regiments of cavalry were at Pikeville, but fell back to
Robinson Cross-roads, hearing that I was advancing on that road. About
one regiment was reported to be at Dunlap, but since learned from a

brother of Smith that there were no troops there: he went to Dunlap on

Saturday. It was reported to him that Bragg was at the foot of Wal

ridge, in the valley of the Tennessee, with forty thousand men, await

rain to cross the mountain. Smith will send or bring me information
to-morrow of the truth of Bragg's position. He then proposes to go to-
ward Fikeville, and endeavor to establish an EXpress line to convey in-
formation. I have sent a brigade of infantry on the Murfreesboro road
after Forrest, who is at Woodbury with something over one thousand
men, | have also directed the commandinge officer to escort a train of
provisions through to this place from Murfreesboro. Our provisions will
be out in three days, and none to be had in this region. Will you order

'_'4'1_. fodder here, hut no

:-HLllLr]ic':é here illl]lh'q]i..ltl']l'.' kn", the cars 7 1'.‘..._- can g



L,
. 1
il
1

il

b

RETREAT TO LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY. 169

corn. Troops at this place can watch the direct Chattanooga road, the
Dunlap and the Harrison and Pikeville roads, and by the system of ex-
presses to be established by Smith, T think I can give you intelligence of
the enemy before he can cross Sequatchie V alley. Would mnot Colonel
Harker be a good light brigade commander? T was fay orably impressed
with him. Please send the First Ohio Cavalry here. It is very much
needed,
G. H. THOMAS,
Major-General U. 8. V¥

Heanquarters Firsr Diviston Anmy or rHE Omig,
MeMinsvinLe, August 30, 1862,
Major-Gensral Buell, Declierd
A citizen of Livingston came in this morning, Hea reports that he saw
a large force coming from Knoxville, six miles the other side of Sparta.
They told him they were on their way to Dickson Springs, near Harts-
ville, on the road from that place to Smithville. A citizen of Sparta told
him that provisions were being hauled from Sparta and neighborhood to
Marmaduke's brigade in the mountains southwest of Spencer. He also

w six or eight pieces of cannon with the cavalry. They told him they
were going to Smithville to get on my flank and rear, ready to attack me
from that direction as soon as Bragg and Marmaduke attacked me in
front. He saw them on last Thursday. He was a Mexican war pen-
sioner before this rebellion broke ont; belonged to James Thomas' regi-
ment of Tennessee cavalry. His name is J, W, Hall, His story seems
truthful. 'Will send dispatch again to-day.
GEO. H. THOMAS,
Major-General U. 8. V.

HeanquarTers First Divisiow Anmy oF tae OmHIio,

MoMixnvinie, August 30, 1862,
weral Buell, Decherd :

Sent report of citizen from Livingston at 12 m. to-day. Received dis-
pateh from Captain Miller about 11 o'clock last night, from the railroad
I ight miles from McMinnyille, He was attacked by Forrest's cav-
»one thousand five hundred strong, men dismounted. They were hand-

ely repulsed and fled, leaving fifteen dead on the ground. Sent General
Wood with a brigade and some cavalry on the Chattancoga road. He sent
L"l‘."l'l"" under Major Foster, o within five miles of Dunlap. Reports that
he encountered the “HLUH“. 8 ]I.l.JU.l'.H l“ "hL- miles this side of Ihl[JJ"lI

which he drove in for three miles, coming in succession upon di

outposts, Learned that General Bragg was there with three bri
camped up and down the Sequatchie. Ther

18 also another

ven miles higher up the valley. People with whom Major Foster con-
versed thought the enemy was marching up the valley. These reports of

citizens not known are good for naught. Major Foster also reports no
water from the foot of the mountain this side to the foot on the other

-
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-
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aide. o distance of fifteen miles. A small party was sent to Beersheba
Springs, Were told by citizens that a rebel force, fifteen hundred
strong (cavalry), were encamped vesterday on Big creek, six or seven
miles from Altamont, toward Dunlap. Heard from General MeCook at
Altamont last night; has captured two of Bragg's body-guard, who re-
port that he has a large foree, but not yet in the Sequatchie Valley. His
News from all sources seem to

cavalry think he has a division there.
confirm the report of the eitizen {rom Livingston, Tennessee, that the
enemy will move his main force by Sparta. If he is moving on Mur-
freeshoro by Sparta, I think the sooner we concentrate to meet him and
drive him back the better, and Murfreesboro seems to be the point from
which we should operate. 1t would be very advantageous if' one brigade
was stationed at Smithville to watch any movement of the enemy on
our left flank, as there seems to be some probability of a movement on
my left and rear, if the enemy can assemble force enough for that pur-

]'JUS(.‘..
G. H. THOMAS,

Major-General U, 8. V.

HeapguartERS, August 31, 1862,
Greneral Thomas :

The general purpose of my order is to concentrate at Murfreesboro.
The rearmost detachments can not get up in there until the 5th instant
Your movements should be to Clarmont on the 8d, and to Readyville on
the 4th, and to Murfreesboro on the 5th, and it is of course highly im-
portant that you should conform to the movemendts of other columns; but
it is also important that you should not risk a battle, You should, if
]'nr-c.-i'lllqu, ];1‘.¢~[| a 'l-l,‘ll-‘i ]!L:l!‘tfll between you :LIltZl L]J-C: enemy. It 'w'\:,]'! ngt
answer bo trust detachments. All must be left to your judgment.

BUELL.

TuLnaHOMA, August 31, 1862,

e ral Thomas :
I do not know what to make of information we get in regard to the
strength and movements of the enemy. Have you arrived at any con-
clusion about it? Answer at ones. T once thought our information tol-

ns to have vanished. I hearof

erably delinite as to his force; but he se

nothing now but small cavalry guards,
D, €, BUELL.

Heangoarrers First Divisiowy Army oF THE OUHIO,
MeMixyvinie, Tewx., August 31, 1802,
Major-Clengral Buell Tullahoma :
Dispatch received, All that I know of the enemy's forces number
about five hundred on the Chattanooga road, about the same number near
Sparta, a small force near Pikeville, and Forrest's cavalry, said to num-

her about fifteen hundred strong. The gr}Ilu!‘:Ll impression ig that ths
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enemy is advancing, but I have yet to see the person who has seen any
of the Chattanooga forces proper.

GEORGE H. THOMAS

Major-General U, 8. V.

Torramoma, a'ﬁ‘:'_,rr.fr'mﬂm' 1, 1862.
General Thomas

Do any circumstances present themselves which would make a change
in our movements advisable? Answer quickly; I will be here a few
minutes.

D. €. BUELL,.

Heanquarters First Divisrox ARMY oF THE Omro,
MoMivyvicue, Sepfember 1, 1862,
General Buell Tullahoma :
My dispatch last night gives all the information I ean obtain. I think
a5 the movement has commenced, that it had better be executed.
GEORGE H. THOMAS,
Major-General U, 8. V.

HEAnQuARTERS Frasr DivisioN ARMY OF THE Ouio,
MeMixyviLLe, September 1, 1862,
General Buell, Murfreesboro :

Smith has returned from Dunlap. He saw four regiments of infantry,
and four pieces of artillery—I12-pounders—march up the Sequatchie val-
ley toward Pikeville, Saturday afternoon, three regiments of cavalry and
hed for Pikeville.

[Te was told that this was the advance of a force of fortv-five thousand,

two small pieces of artillery having previously man

which was to march on this place by the Dunlap and Therman roads:
also by Spencer and Sparta. He was also told that they were on their

to Kentucky. From what he could see, these troops were not well
wided with provisions. Their arms seem to be good, but many had

hot-guns. They appeared to be in low spirits. Cheatham was in com

nd. Hardee was there; his troops wers expected next day. Smith

d drums beating below Dunlap, Sunday morning, before lie left home,
but did not see any troops. He met the same cavalry force on the moun-
tain which has so often been reported to you. He was informed that
Bragg had two steamers and one horse-boat at Chattanooga constantly en-
gaged in crossing troops, and that they would bring with them fifty pieces

GEORGE H. THOMAS,

Major-General U, 5. V.

sipabiliginwddaidtls
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Heapguarters Fingr DivisioNn ArMY oF THE OmHIo,
MoMixsvinie, Tesxs,, September 2, 1862,
Gleneral Buell, Murfreesboro:

I will start to-morrow. I have heard again that the enemy intends ad-
vancing on this place by the Therman, Dunlap, and Sparta roads. By
concentrating atb Murfreesboro, we shall bewithin striking distance of
this place. By convenient roads our main force can be thrown upon the
enemy between this and Deeherd, or Hillsboro, overcome him, and drive
him toward Sparta, his longest line of retreat. A larger force of cavalry
and light infantry can be pushed across the mountain to Dunlap, by the
Dunlap and Therman road, attack him in rear, and completely rout
his whole force. I have studied the roads, and am now convinced that
this is our best plan of attack. : 1

GEORGE H., THOMAS,

;'.lr'I_J-fiJ'-'ir':.‘.l-'-"i'f.!(' LS V.

September 11, 1862—11 ». u

General Thomas, Nashville : 2

Orders have been sent Mitchell to-night, to march to-morrow to Tyree
Springs, and to Mitchellyille next day, and thence to Bowling Green, un-
less otherwise ordered. Send him at once an order to this eftect, to pro-
vide against the accident of my note not reaching him. If he should
not be required, he will be sent back with a train of supplies. You will
understand from the movements of the enemy, that a battle is possible
near Mitchellville or Franklin, or in the vicinity of Bowling Green, and

you must be in readiness and act according to circumstances.
FRY.

MrreHELLVILLE, September 12, 1862—S8 ». a,
Major-General Thomas, Nashvills :

Mitohell's division is ordered to return and report to you, and to get
within five miles of Nashville to-morrow. The railroad was torn up to-
day between Franklin and Bowling Green, and it is not possible to send
a wagon train to you withont bringing Mitchell up to escort it, and that
might endanger him. So you must depend upon yourself for supplies
for the present. Forrest, with his cavalry, is near here, moving fo the
north. All well here.

FRY.
R-',r'rfF'?.ln{'-"i" 1:"'. L-‘-'IE‘_]_
Major-General Thomas, Nashville ; ;

(teneral Mitchell i3 ordered to ]_IT:-.M‘L"(;LI on to 'n'r'.'.'litlg ('irvr.‘.n, and will
not return to you. The indications are too strong that the enemy will
move the greater part of his force into Kentuclky, to try to save the
troops he now has there, that this order 18 deemed best.

FRY.
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.F"'.J’ Hr'ratf' 13 2y th —3 P. M.
_],’.r”'.;r-f;'r'r-'r':l‘ﬂl" Thomas :

March with your own and Paine's division for Bowling Green
]muq]-t of this order. Yon must reach B lowling Green in thres d
y half at most, and will march direc stly on from there.
I_r 3 o'clock on the morning of the 15th, day after to

on thae
avs and

You must march
-morrow, and earliey
if possible. Leave the siege a rtillery and most of the cavalry with Neg-
ley. It seems quife certain that the whole of Bragg's army is in. or
marching to Kentucky, and that it will be concentrated at Glasrow to-

morrow, if not sooner. If however. you have positive information that

gos army are near Nashville, or not
marching to cross the ( urniw!rmr! you may, if you deem it
lenve Paine's divi

as muech as two divisions of Br
advisable,
ision and bring only your own. Post Negley at the de
fengible works and pogition, and at the e apitol and at the !"[I'i"'r
rect him fo leave twenty days' rations at each point for its

, and di-

rarrison. Haea
must defend his pogition to the last extremity. Bring only we

gons enough
to carry your ammunition and four days' rations, and cooking-utensils,
not exceeding five loaded wagons to each regiment, exclusive of ammu-
nition. You may, however, act af your own diseretion, and unknown to
the troops, bring fifty wagons to each di

ision, to carry men who give
out on the march. You must, howe var, start with none but

ne. \-uu will find the ia- st watering-places at Tyree Springs, and at

able-hodiacd

ik
creek five miles north of Mitchellsville, and a cave spring three miles
south of ‘--ul;]lfl.l-mlj,uucl it is expectad you will be able to make theze
marches fix | lain the urgency of the matter to Governor Johnson If
Bragg's army is defeated, Nashville is safe: if not, it is lost. At any rate,

bring forage for your rrmmm;uul on the march for three days

FRY.

Heipquarters, Drireixe Springs, September 18, 1862,
‘l.Jl:.ll'!J.ll.:. }”—'ref'-'“"--' .

Push your division forward at the earliest possible hour. T shall expect
You at Green river by day after to-morrow morning; bring the reserved
artillery ammunition with yvou; put your trains across the river to-night
if possible, and guard it well on the march  Forrest i
Brownsville with a L

said to ha ;!I!HJU.L'
2 cavalry force. The garrison of Munfordsville
surrendered yesterday morning, and I learn that Brage he: iring that I
was close upon him, immediately threw his whole force across :!“. (R

expect to be thera

arly to-morrow. Bring no train, except enough to

YTy reserve ammunition, provisions, and eooking-utensils, and leave

\l, exeepting ammunition, at whatever point on the road you may find

the other trains picketed. Tell Colonel Bruce to be industrious E“ col-

lecting supplies: to keep himself and me fully informed of the move-

ments of tha enemy about him. and protect his supplies and defend his
8t to the last exfremety,

D. C. BUELL,

Major-GFeneral {,:.mu;cu.'i[t'iny.

sdnislannbalidined da s Rbid
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HeanguarTers First Divisioy AerMy oF THE Omio,
September 14, 1862—T 4, .
General Buell:

Received your order of Tuesday, 8 od'clock r. a. It is certain that a
large force of the enemy is near Nashville, awaiting an opportunity to
attack it. T shall therefore leave Paine's division here, Will m:il'--il
with my division at the time ordered, and reach Bowling Green as soon

ll"l'."-“‘E M.
possibl

GEO, H. THOMAS,

Major-Gleneral U, S, V.

EXTRACT FROM GENERAL BRAGG'S INSTRUCTIONS TO MAJOR-
GENERAL E. VAN DORN, OF AUGUST 11, 1862, FROM CHAT-
TANOOGA.

In view of the operations from here it is very desirable to press the
enemy closely in West Tennessee We learn their forces there are
being rapidly reduced, and when our movements become known, it is
certain they must throw forces into Middle Tennessee and Kentucky or
lose those regions. If you hold them in check, we are sure of success
Lere: but should they reinforce here so as to defy us, then you may re-
deem West Tennessee, and probably aid us by crossing the enemj 's rear

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT
CaaTTaNo0GA, TENN., Adugust 27

Major-Greneral Farl Van Dorn, Commanding District of the Miesizssinpi
son, Miss.

GENERAL —W e move from here immediately—later by some days than
expected ; but in time, we hope, for a successful campaign. Buell has cer-
tainly fallen back from the Memphis and Charleston railroad, and will
probably not make & stand this side of Nashyille, if there. He is now
fortifying that place,

General E. K. Smith, reinforced by two brigades from this army has
turned Cumberland Gap, and is now marching on Lexington, Kentucky.
General Morean (Yanlkee) is thus cub off from all supplies. General
Humphrey Marshall is to enter Eastern Kentucky from Western Vir-
ginia, We shall thus have Buell pretty well disposed of.

Sherman and Rosecrans we leave to you and Price, satisfied you can
dispose of them, and we confidently hope to meet you upon the Ohio,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
BRAXTON BRAGG,
M. M. EKimustL. General Commanding.
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: =T . Sequarente Vaviey, August 29.

To General Sterling Price: -
Buell's force is in full retreat upon Nashville, destroying their stores.

Watch Rosecrans and prevent a junction, or if he escapes, you follow

him closely.

BRAXTON BRAGGE,

Heapguarters DeErArTMENT No. 2

Banpstowy, K., ;'N_',"n.';_'_rn&c,- 25, 1862, :
,3!.'_,-'-:r-f-'»_'m'rr:rrf‘ Van Dorn.

Gexenal . —We have driven and drawn the enemy back to the Ohio.
Push your columns to our support, and arouse the people to reinforce us,
We have thousands of arms without men to handle them.

Nashville is defended by only a wealk brigade; Bowling Green by only
s weak regiment. Sweep them off and push up to the Ohio. E«'..L-u'._-,-: thle

eavy guns at these places, and we will secure the Tennessee and Cum-
and rivers. All depends on rapid movements,

Trusting to your energy and zeal we shall confidently expect a diversion
in our favor against the overwhelming force now concentrating in our
front,

BRAXTON BRAGG,
M. M. EKiuuEL, General Commanding.
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General

Risdaigibeidisible
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CHAPTER XIV.

OPERATIONS OF GENERALS G. W. MORGAN AND WM. NELSON, IN
KEENTUCKY.

Soon after the occupation of Cumberland Gap by General
Morgan, First Lieutenant W. P. Craighill of the engineers,
under the general instructions of the President and Secretary
of War. commenced the construction of such defensive works
as would assure the safety of the position with the least pos-
gible number of men, making them formidable only against

w (s

attacks from the south, while they should be so situated that
should they again fall into the hands of the enemy, they might
present no barrier to an attack from the north to regain them,
The great obstacles to the retention of this important position
were its distance from supplies and the character of the roads
leading to it from Kentucky, and to overcome them, General
Morgan proposed the construction of a military road to Crab
Orchard, and Lieutenant Craighill was sent to Washington to
lay the proposition before the Secretary of War. The project
was approved, but the movements of the enemy rendered its
execution impracticable.

In the general effort to drive the national armies from
Southern soil and invade the North, the plan of the enemy
compassed the invasion of Kentucky and the pillage of Cincin-
nati, by an army from BEast Tennessee, and indications of the
movement soon became apparent. General Smith did not
withdraw his forces from the vicinity of Cumberland Gap
after its loss. General Stevenson’s division remained in prox-
imity, and other detachments were stationed at various points
more or lessremote. The enemy, for some time, made demon-

(176)



of his command. He afterward sent Colonel Childs wit
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strations against General Morgan, but he was prompt to resist
all aggressions.

On the 5th of August, General Morgan sent Colonel De
Courcy, with his brigade and a battery of artillery, to capture
supplies collected by the enemy at Tazewell. Colonel De
Courcy succeeded in seizing a large amount of forage, and

some mules, horses, and tobacce ), but was soon after attae

ced
by Stevenson’s division, A sharp conflict ensued. resulting in
\"I*'i'm'f-' to De ('[-!11‘1"_‘_;, with a Tt‘]]lll['ll loas (0] I}u-w]u"m_'\' of
about two hundred in killed and wounded, but only a slight
loss to himself, mostly in prisoners, who were captured on
picket duty.

About the middle of August, the enemy began to reveal
his purpose of invasion. On the 16th. Geners] Stevenson j
sented himself before Cumberland Gap. Presuming that

there would be co-operate movements, General Morgan sent

(=

Captain Martin’s company of cavalry, with orders to move
with the greatest speed possible, and observe the enemy at

re=

llogers’ and Big Creek Gaps. When within eighteen miles
of the former, Captain Martin met the vanguard of General
Smith’s army :ttf\'u]l:-iug toward Kentucky. General Smith
at onee established himself at Barboursville, and sent General
McCown, with a strong force, to Cumberland Ford. These
dispositions of the enemy nearly enveloped Morgan’s position,
and positively eut him off from supplies. Anticipating the
tota

exhaustion of his supplies on hand, before his com-

munications could be restored, he put his troops on half rations
at once, and made preparations to hold out to the last eX-
tremity. Although circumstances forbade hope of success, he
nevertheless made effort to open the way for relief. He
mounted about four hundred men of the Third Kentucky In-
tantry, under Colonel Garrard, on artillery, wagon, and extra
cavaley horses, and sent them into Kentucky with Colonel

Mundy’s cavalry, to join a column organizing for the relief

battalion of the Third Tennessee Cavalry for the same pur-

pose,

Another battalion of this regiment, dispatched to the
12

atwwbia s lhiead
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rear, was attacked by a superior force at London, and forced
to return.

General Smith did not wait for the reduction of Morgan’s
position, as his strength enabled him to turn it with ease. He
therefore left Stevenson’s division to threaten from the south,
and calling together his other forces, advanced into Central
I{-_-n1ltc-kl\': He thus advanced toward his objective, and at
the same time barred the passage of reinforcements and sup-
plies to Cumberland Gap. After the departure of the main
army, General Morgan endeavored to provoke General Steven-
son to give battle, but without success. He advanced to his
position, repeatedly surprised and captured his outposts,

Z

watched the gaps, but could not bring on an engagement.
These maneuvers resulted in a loss to the enemy, in the aggre-
gate, of about one hundred men killed and wounded, but in
no respect chaneed the situation. All the while, despite the
sssue of half rations and all efforts to draw supplies from the
country, their diminution was rapid. The grain soon gave
out, and it was apparent that the retention of the place could
not last beyond the consumption of a few days’ rations. It
was not probable that the enemy would attack, and to hold
1e wonld have no mules or horses to haul

out much longer,
off his munitions. To wait for starvation to force surrender,
would give the enemy ten thousand prisoners, twenty-two
cannon, fourteen thousand small arms, and a large amount of
ammunition. Influenced by these facts, it was decided, at a
council of war held on the 14th, that the evacuation of the
position was advisable. Accordingly, the next day, prepara-
tions were made for a safe retreat. The roads and mountain
cliffs were mined to prevent pursuit, and the siege guns were
disabled and hurled over the cliff. In the evening a large
wagon-train, under escort of infantry and artillery, was started
on the Manchester road, and on the following day and even-
ing, the whole force was quietly withdrawn on the same road.
What property could not be transported was destroyed, and
{
FI

that Cnmberland Gap had again been vacated without an en-

16 usnal conflagration and explosions which herald an acconi-

e : . p -
ished evacuation of a fortress, made known to the enemy

gagement or surrender. The enemy’s pickets advanced, but
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having been repulsed, the army made the descent of the moun-
tain in safety and even without molestation,

To avoid the enemy, known to be in force on the direct
line to the Ohio river, General Morgan deflected to the north
and east through Manchester, I yooneville, Hazel Green, West

Liberty, Grayson, and ':.;['t'l'””]?‘*l]l[l'[" En route, he encoun-

tered General Morgan’s cav: ey, and was .Lrljttl\utl v them
for sever: 1] li.l‘\'w but L=Li“11[t! I]HLI]ll]\”I »-.g”r.][h ]HH. ]-11-||||1
Greenupsburg General Morgan moved through Gallipolis

Ohio, to the mouth of the Kanawha river, then up that river
to Charleston, and after a short st: 1y iIn Western Vi irginia, his
command embarked for V icksburg. \

Two days after General Buell 1 .ui ordered General Nelson
from MeMinnville, to take ¢ harge of affairs in Kentue ky, the
Department of the Ohio was reconstituted by eeneral orders
f\'--. 112, war l-ll'-IiilIL]lH'lll.-‘*'.F as to embrace the States of Ohi '
Indiana, Illinois, and ‘Wiwc-m%in. ;Lmi a Jluttluil of lxu.mu.i
H.G. W ||n1|r

On reaching Kentucky, General I l]*-ull was ordered In. Gen-

and pl¢ u.:l under the commaz

eral Wright to proceed to Lexington and assume commani
of all the troops at that place and Lebanon, and all in the
vicinity of those places. These troops mostly comprised new
regiments

astily thrown into Kentucky from
the ;|c|_i||]||-||a.-_[' states, 1|l"||1|;]Jut]E_\' Irom Ohio and Indiana.
.“.|:!||l\.' of the I'L-‘u‘lllllw'ltir‘i iliu|. never been drilled a8 suech, and
officers and men were in a great measure without military
training and experience. They were concentrated at Lexine-
ton, and l'-II'I;JI'I]. into £l 1|-l\i:-iilli. W‘Llh .i_:!';\l',_".:'l'lil'['—fl.I[‘lil__'l':ll_‘-\: \.I

). Manson, Charles Cruft, and J. F. Jackson as t'i!‘ILIIJ'Lr]i[l'E"'

of |-I'5::"||n-~. Soon after 2L‘1‘-'|lIJL‘lIJ"' comnmand at Le \111='1--||
General Nelson, knowing that the ene my was approaching in
force from East Tennessee. sent forward Colonel _\fwm-.lHl-. 01

the Seventh Kentucky Cavalry, with about four hiundred men
{rom his own reciment, and C Hllrllt] Childs® battalion, recent ]\'

trom Cumberland Gap, to take post at [;t-' il

and oppose
the advance of the enem ¥a Un l}u' 23d ot ‘mnmr O -II:-.'i
Metealfe o ngaged a superior foree, and at the be oinning of the
conflict the troops of his regiment became confused, and three-

lourths of them fled. The other fourth, and the Tennessee

PRI FREE TN
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battalion, however, fought bravely, and after repulsing the
enemy, retired to the foot of the hill. Here Colonel Metealfa
rallied a large portion of his men, but upon the approach of the
enemy they again fled, and the Tennesseeans, as before, stood
firm. and so far restrained the enemy as to effect a safe retire-
ment to Richmond. The enemy followed, and demanded the
surrender of the town, but upon learning that Colonel Linck,
from General Cruft’s brigade, had arrived with reinforcements,
withdrew. Soon after this occurrence General Nelson ordered
General Manson, with his own brigade and General Cruft’s,
to march to Richmond, who, on arriving, established his camps
two miles south of the town, and sent a portion of his cavalry
forward to observe the enemy.

On the 29th, Lieutenant-Colonel Mundy, while scouting
with a detachment of cavalry in the vieinity of Kingston,
learned that the enemy was advancing in considerable force,
and immediately informed Genéeral Manson of the fact, and
the latterin turn forwarded the information to General Nelson
at Lexington. General Manson then directed Colonel Mun-
dy to make effort to hold the enemy in check, and ascertain
his position and strength. He at the same time reinforced
his pickets and prepared his brigade to advance at a moment’s
warning. At 2 p. . he received information that his cavalry
and infantry pickets were receding before a force estimated a
five thousand men, General Manson then advanced with his
brieade, leaving General Cruft’s at Richmond. Having
moved forward about a mile and a half, and dispersed the
enemy’s cavalry and artillery with his own artillery, he took
possession of a high ridge, and formed his troops in line of
battle on each gide of the road, placing his artillery on the

flanks, so as to command the road and the open country as far

south as Rogersville. The enemy soon appeared with infantry,

cavalry, and artillery, but after a sharp gkirmish of an hours
duration, with a loss of one cannon and several men captured,
he withdrew. General Manson then advanced to Rogersville,
placed his command in bivouae, and sent (lolonel Metealfe in
pursuit of the enemy, under instructions to ascertain his
strength. He also directed General Cruft to post strong
guards on the Lancaster turnpilke, and on the road entering

o
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the town from the east, and hold the remainder of his brigade
in readiness to move at notice. Colonel Metealfe encountered
the enemy six miles out, and after a slight skirmish fell

to Rogersville.

baclk

At 6 A. a. the next day, General Manson ordered Gleneral
Cruft to his support, having learned that the enemy was again
advancing. Ie then moved forward and met the enemy’s
vanguard about a half mile south of Rogersville, and taking
position on a wooded elevation formed a line of battle. with
the Fifty-fifth Indiana on the left of the road behind a fence,
the Bixty-ninth Indiana on the right, the artillery on high
ground to the left, and the Seventy-tirst Indiana in reserve.
The skirmisghers on the Jl‘ﬂi 'I[It'nvt! the Ilulllt', and ,:ium]hm._--
pusly the Sixteenth Indiana coming up took position in the
son the left of the Fifty-fifth. After the fichting had
continued for an hour, the enemy made a fierce assault upon

WO O

the left, and the Seventy-first Indiana was ordered to its sup-
port. While executing this movement, the regiment was sub-
Jected to a galling fire, and Lieutenant-Colonel Topping and
Major Conkling fell, the former mortally wounded and the
latter killed. This reinforeement of the left did not reljeve it
irom severe pressure, and seven companies of the S1xty-ninth
J!ll]i;lrnl [rom the J'II.L"|11 were also L“['L':'[e.'tf to its :-I.I!:;Jul'i‘ At
this juncture, General Cruft reached the field with the advance
of his brigade—the Ninety-fifth Ohio and a section of artil-

lery. The Ninety-fifth was placed on the right behind the

three companies of the Sixty-ninth, then warmly engaged,

and were |||'-1|-J‘|-|l Lo 1']H|!‘,'_{'L' cl |J;zlll.‘1‘_‘( ‘.‘.’J11-'|-_ WwWias 1n|-'i|'il Oon an

cminence a short distance to the front. In making this
|-||;;_".-_;'|'. l]ll' |'l'lii'il.ltt']|f was ”II'I:\\'II iln'u i]i,-u_\r-[c‘r' ]|_\' t]u_-. 2evere
fire o which it was exposed, and then the enemy pressed the
right from position. The left also was turned by a flank
movement under cover of the woods, and driven back in dis-
order, Just as the rouat became _Lf'l'lll'r'.‘l|. the remainder of
General Cruft's brigade appeared. The Eighteenth Kentucky
db Oneeg

tormed in line, and in a few minutes was compelled to
fal

back with ]:t-_'[‘.'\' |'r:_-.-. The ::l]ll,'t' WO l‘l'_:"lélll'llf.ﬁ of the
brigade, the Twelfth and Sixty-sixth, were formed in line on a

Ligh position near Rogersville, a mile to the rear of the first line,
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and upon them the fragments of the routed troops were rallied.
The eround here, however, not being considered favorable for
1|.-1'r-1'|:='|-. (Gteneral Manson posted his cavalry and one gun on
an eminence to cheek the enemy and withdrew to his position

of the previous evening, and then formed again as in the
morning, with his troops as much as possible under cover and
his :11'1'1-3-I|'-|'j* on the flanks. As the enemy was advancing
upon this new position, General Manson received an order
from General Nelson, of Aungust 30th, directing him to retire
by the Lancaster road should the enemy approach in force,
]i Wils [llt'lt too late rlrt‘ n!u)l]it'lli'--. as a few ]Il.llllifl"'i !.'th-r ‘;||,_~
enemy attacked his whole line with great energy, and though
his right was at first pressed back by artillery fire, he finally,
though checked repeatedly, pressed General Cruft’s troops
haclc in great disorder. The left was then withdrawn and the
whole foree fell back to its camps in front of Richmond, the
enemy pursuing closely. Here General Manson endeavored
acain to reform his command, and had partially succeeded,
when General Nelson .'|1J]H‘;!_|‘u‘|1 and directed that a line should
be formed near the town and cemetery. The troops had
barely reached the position designated and formed in line be-
fore the enemy assaulted in overwhelming force. Resisting
for a few minutes, the whole line ernmbled, and its fragments
drifted through Richmond and on to Louisville.

General Nelson’s command consisted almost entively of new
regiments, and did not exceed six thousand five hundred.
He lost two hundred killed, seven hundred wounded, and two
thousand captured, and nine guns. The enemy’s strencth
was twelve thousand infantry, four thousand cavalry, and
fifteen guns. He lost two hundred and fifty killed and abouf
five hundred wounded.

There was now no well-organized force fo meet Greneral

Smith’s army, and the execitement in Louisville and Cinein-

nati was intense. General Nelson took command at Louis-

ganize the new troops and the citl-

o

ville, and attempted to or
zens who volunteered for the defense of the 1'11'\'. Multitudes
from the adjacent populous regions hastened to Cincinnati to
save the city from pillage. |

After the battle of Richmond, General E. K. Smith movi d
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northward, with General Heath’s division in advance, in
boldest menace to Covington and Cincinnati. To defend
these cities, new troops and citizens gathered in great numbers
il (“[TIL’i!I]I-:IH_. and an army had been ﬂ'lj‘][lt-:! of such propor-
tions under Generals A. J. Smith, .. Wallace, and Gordon
Granger, and though having approached very near to Cov-
i“.'.—ri”“-‘ the Confederate 15_.{"'_'“'.'.']'211 refrained from attacle. and
contented himself with distributing his forees in the eastern
portion of Central Kentucky, to gather supplies and recruits,
and there await the results of the movement of the armies of
Generals Brage and Buell toward Louisville.
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CHAPTER XV.

UAMPAIGN OF PERRYVILLE, KENTUCKY,

Grxeran Buernn found at Louisville a large force of new
troops, comprising the remnant of General Nelson’s division,
and regiments that had been hurriedly thrown into the city
for its ¢_11_-1'l-rg,-u-. againgt the two Confederate armies in the state.
He at once commenced the reorganization and re-equipment of
his army. The new froops were mingled with his veterans,
clothing was issued to all, and full preparations made for an
active campaign against General Bragg. Three corps, each
comprising three divisions, designated as Hirst, Second, and
Third, were formed, and Major-Generals A. MecD. McCook

'l

and T. L. Crittenden and Brigadier-General C. C. Gilbert were
announced as corps commanders.

On the 29th of September, Major-General Thomas received
an order at the hands of Colonel McGibbon, aid-de-camp fo
Major-General Halleck, commander-in-chief, assigning him to
the command of the Army of the Ohio, but at his request
General Buell was retained. The day following, General
Thomas was announced as second in command.

General Buell, having completed his preparations for his
movement against General Brage, commenced his advance on
the 1st ']”.'-‘_ of Oectober. 1_1'1-1|1l~[';[| Sill’s division, of General
MeCook's or the left corps, and General Dumont’s, which had
not iu-c_-l.- :l:—*‘i;,"lll'll L0 a 1'H|'_[|_-'_ |[Jl|'\'l‘ll ol I"]Il! ]1.'['1 1[4‘;\'L[|_'|l !*"l‘.'l]|]{-
fort, to hold in check the army of General Kirby Smith. The
remainder of the army moved directly on General Bragg’s
position at Bardstown., General McCook’s corps advanced
1}I!‘€'II:L;'II -I‘:!I\']ul'ﬁ\"i“'.‘, Greneral Gilbert’s i]]]‘frl]lu‘h :":]J!_'lrl'.li_'!'itﬁ\'-IZ]f',
and General Crittenden’s through Mount Washington, upon

(184)




roads converging upon Bardstown from those places. Soon
after leaving Louisville the head of each column engaged in
skirmishing with the enemy’s cavalry and artillery, the resist-
anee const n|1|\ increasing as the army approached Bardstown,
This was done to give time for General Bragg to withdraw
lis army, and this he accomplished a few hours before the
hieads of column approac hed the town. He retreated toward
Springtield, and so close a pursuit was maintained that skir-
mishing with his rear-guard was not unfrequent. Immmw
from information received, l]u! the two Confederate armies
would unite at Danville,

) |_xild.'” 1!]1‘1%:“":1 Greneral
MeCook, whose corps had arrived at Bloomfield, to mareh on
Harrodsburg; he instructed General Thomas to move with
Crittenden’s corps on the Lebanon and Danville road. which
passes four miles east of Perryville, with a branch road leading
to that I | ace, .dlll 111 |-| I'son 1|l|l| ulll'l] W Itll lr]HlL lI 8 H:iim 0n
the direct road to Perryville. Having learned soon afterward,
that Smith’s army hm[ crossed to the west side of the Ken-
tucky river near Salvisa, and was marching to form a Jjunction
with General Brage at Harrodsbure or Perryville, he ordered
(eneral _\-It'('ncl]\ to bear to the ]'i;‘]t["- and Illu!‘rFl on the ILLHL'-[‘
]-|:||.'i_'.

General Bue

, with the central corps, arrived at a point
within three and one-half miles of Perryville on the evening
of the 7th, and having ascertained that the enemy held the
]|L~1 ] force, l]il':-:‘iu-ll that the corps should he |iimlm.~mf in
order n[" battle. In compliance, General Mitchell’s division
was formed across the road, General Sheridan’s on an elevation
to the left, and General § Schoept’s was held in reserve. In the

1|:!-:|1|I|1|||-. the \':11|,|_1'll:|J'r|.lllzih-r( :1|-1.:3H| ( r:l_\'. L-natmr'lnu_:' of cav-

y and artillery, reinforced by two regiments, had, after heavy
;-;ii‘!|1i4|1illlg', [rr'x-.\'.-ll'li the l'II.l'IH_\'l:'l J'l-m‘—_:'lliil'll a mile farther
toward the '||-‘-‘.']l§ and 1t was discovered that the enemy was
concentrating for battle. General Buell at once dispatched
orders for []II other two corps to march at 8 o'clock the next
morning and form on the right and left of the corps alre: ady
in |"F‘|.|1H]I His orders lt':Etlllttl that each COTP8 comin;i lIIIJl]
upon 1.1«_ attainment of |Hr-.l[itllt on the !li._]ui should report to
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186 CAMPAIGN OF PERRYVILLE, KENTUCKY.

him in person, and expressed the expectation of attacking and
carrving the enemy’s position at Perryville the next day.

General MeCook received his orders at 2% o’clock the next
morning, and had his column on the march at 5 o'clock. He
reached his designated position at 103 A. a., and formed his
two divisions, Generals Rousseau’s and Jackson’s, on the left
of General Gilbert’s corps, connecting Rousseaw’s division with
Gilbert’s left. The order requiring an early movement of the
troops and preseribing the preliminary arrangements for bat-
tlo. did not reach General Thomas as soon as anticipated, in
consequence of the fact that he had been compelled the night
]u'ﬂll'l' 10O lIi‘.'L_‘]‘fJ‘L' |.1‘1|T[] ||'1.~'~ 1”1‘L't*[ |1i|l'-:1'llltll‘t*}l EH--]|I-_|'|]] water
for his command ; his cavalry, nevertheless, was in front of
the [lt'i:iil'lml to which he had been 11-“-“5,!:”“'1- ai "i:F,V“fl"-- and
pushed back the pickets of the enemy. General Crittenden’s
corps came up later even than General MeCook’s, but two
divisions were in position before noon. Upoen being informed,
early in the morning, that the enemy was in front of his po-
sition. General Thomas went forward to arrange for the for-
mation of Crittenden’s corps, and at noon sent an officer of his
staff, Captain Mack, to inform General Buell of his arrival
and position, and requesting instructions through him, assign-
ine the presence of the enemy in his front as an excuse for not
reporting in person. Assoon as General Crittenden reached
his assigned position, he seat a staff officer to General Gilbert
to make inquiries with regard to his formation, and General
Gilbert states in his official report that he went to General Crit-
tenden’s position to give the information in person.

The roads over which the army had advanced the preceding
day were very dusty, and owing to this and the hot dry
weather and scarcity of water, the troops had suftered exceed-
vy, During the night, Colonel Daniel MeCook’s brigade

ing
of Sheridan’s division had been thrown forward from the cen-

ter, to oceupy the I]I'I]_'__'_'IH.“' in front of Doctor’s creek, a tribu-

tary of Chaplin creek, and about two and a half miles from
Perryville. After a sharp skirmish, Colonel MeCook snc-
ceoded at ||:1l\'l'l_-_=_'lH in y_‘:lilaiuu‘ the lu"lg'lli:-i, and secured some
]mui.«' of water in the bed u1'. the stream, which afforded poor

water for the thirsty troops. About two hours after the
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heights had been occupied, the enemy in considerable force
advanced through the woods on the eastern slope and endeay-
ored to 1'1-;_,":11[! the position. General Sheridan then orderad
forward Laiboldt’s brigade and Hescock’s battery, instructing
Colonel Laiboldt to advance two regiments and drive back the
enemy. Stubborn resistance was offered, but after a severe
confliet, in which both sides lost quite heavily, the enemy was
forced across Chaplin river. In this action, Captain Barnett

5

with a section of his battery, and Lieutenant Taliaferro. with
a section of Hescock’s, forced the guns of the enemy from
position.

The noise of this action incited MeCools corps to haste 1n
gaining position, and near its close it arrived on the field, and
'.:.fl".lt‘l‘ii[ _\.It'.i "tmf{ ar once {].IT'L_‘I'Tt_"I]. Ht'l1|']‘:l| [u'.nﬂ.-?.m'l*:'l-!] 1o l]:l'i:‘.\'
forward a line of skirmishers to examine the woods on the
left and in front. e ordered Captain Wickliffe’s company of
cavalry to reconnoiter the ground to the left of the skirmishers,
as acting DBrigadier-General Gay was at the time making a

reconnoissance in front and toward Perryville ; divected Gen-

era -I:!|‘|£.~'||t1 Lo |lr.=.-=[. |J.I:"- LWao ]I]'.II‘T'_'.'ITI("FH'[] 1"'1In|111!l|1]in.~_:' Iu'I'HII[]'E,
immediately to the right of the Maxville and Perryville road,
and to IIIII.II. 1]11']r1 ill n-nllmm I'L’:lll}' to move ill whatever l]'lrm--
tion oceasion might require ; and ordered that Captain Loomis’
h:nru_-ry should he 1';:':5&('1-11 on liiull gt'-l‘.ll|||.]il'.‘ll' Russell’s ]lHIE-ﬂ-.
to the left. He then indicated his line of battle, and directed
General Rousseau to form it, Following these dispositions
il.’El] 1]I|' '.'HHJHI'T_ 1t] l]lv center, 1|]|'1'e' was a lwl‘hul of |i|JiL‘l[]|'?‘:‘.
during which General McCook reported in person to General
Buell, some distance in the rear, and General Gilbert went to
General Crittenden’s position. The force which had engaged
General Gilbert’s left had retired, and there were no other
troops in view.

General MeCook was instrueted by General Buell to make
a reconnoissance to Chaplin river, upon his return to his

command ; but during his absence, the troops were suffering
so severely for water that General Rousseaun ordered the right
of his line forward a half mile to obtain a supply. Soon after,
the enemy appeared in force, and having placed three bhatteries

m j._lt::-liiinll,niu_-l]t-ll I‘[rc-_ General IRoussean then Itm'-'l'l] his
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other two brigades abreast of his right, and responded to the
enemny’s :11'!:]”1:-1'_\' with Loomis' and Simonson’s batteries. At
this juncture, General McCook returned, and seeing no infan-
try, he directed that the batteries should cease firing and econ-
omize their ammunition. Learning that commanding ground
for a portion of his line could be obtained a short distance to
the left of the Perryville road (the one leading from Maxville),
he ordered a portion of the Thirty-third Ohio into the woods
in front to ascertain if the enemy was present in that vicinity,
within a distance of six hundred yards from Chaplin river.
1 E:I\"HJ;.L' gone |'n|_‘“';l]'L[ }|i]f1.~'-1-|i'" FJI_- i":l”l,'L-E to him Grenerals Jack-
gon and Terrell, “showed them the water, marked their line
of battle,” and ordered a battery to be posted on the line with
strong supports. e further directed General Terrell ¢ to ad-
vance a line of skirmishers cautiously down the slopes of the
hill to the water, as soon as his line was formed,” that the so
much needed water might be obtained. The execution of this
movement developed no enemy, except a body of cavalry,
which appeared on the hills across the river, and fled upon
receiving the fire of Stone’s battery, posted to the left and rear
of the llllr:il-l'”].

At half-past 1 o’clock, General McCook, not anticipating an
attack, as no strong force of the enemy had been in view in

his front, rode to the right of the line. But at 2 p.

M. the
enemy attacked the skirmishers of the Thirty-third Ohio, and
then he ordered the remainder of the regiment, Lieutenant-
Colonel Moore l‘tll]l][lillliilt[J'__",:!JIll the Second Ohio to t]u-'ll'.nll]r—
port. At this juncture, his line was formed, with Rousseau’s
right, near a barn on the right of the Maxville and Perryville
road, and extending to the left on a ridee through a corn-

field (the corn being eut and shocked), to the skirt of woods

occupied by the Second and Thirty-third Ohio regiments ; while
the right of Terrells }'r"l?_%':“]'-' of Jackson’s division held a
wooded elevation running along to the left, overlooking a por-
tion of Chaplin river, and his left formed a crotchet to the
rear, in order to oceupy the Il-lp_:‘h I:_*'['nlll||| to the left and rear.
Starkweather’s ]’]“t"-"”‘]l' and Stone’s and Bush’s batteries of
Rousseau’s division were posted to the left and rear of Jack-

BON'8 ||L-|[_1 o1 h'lg_ll 5‘|‘|_+LII1+], and Webster’s ]Jl‘jg;lk[t.' of Jackson’s
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division was placed to the left of Russell’s house and in the
rear of the center of Rousseau’s line.

\'.-:'_\' soon after, the enemy fall upon the skirmishers of the
Thirty-second Ohio. McCook’s whole line became hotly en.
gaged, while the chief force of the enemy was directed '.1_5_':.'L'|1!¢-'1
his

_"_' P, M. “l'l!i'l‘.'li rrl'!']'l'H-.‘% ]!I‘i_f_":ll]f'. l't}|||[|ll=-1'1] of new 1']'|||1['|_~:,

eft. General Jackson was killed hy the first fire, and by
under an exceedingly heavy pressure by superior numbers.
was forced back in confusion. General Terrell showed great
].|-_-|\'L-|'_\'. and exerted himself to the utmost to hold his troops
firm, but in vain. It was the traditional method of the

enemy—an attack by a massed foree on the end of a line—and

an inferior force of raw troops soon gave way before it. Por.
l‘l-‘l't:.lllﬂ' that his left had been turned. Greneral MeCook sent
Lieutenant Hosea, of his staff] to request General Sheridan to
secure his right. A half hour later, 2} ». a., he dispatehed
Captain Fisher to the nearest commander of troops for as-
sistance, This officer met General Schoepf, who was ad-
vaneing to the front with his division, who referred him to
General Gilbert, who was with the column. He reported to
General Gilbert that ¢ McCook’s whole command was engaead,

his reserves being all in line, and that the satety of his corps
was compromised.” General Gilbert referred Captain Fisher
to General Buell, but afforded no assistance. General MeCoolk

]

sent a third staff officer, Captain Hoblitzell. at 3 ». ., to
General Schoepf, or the commander of the nearest Lroops, 1o
ask for help. Having thus made effort to obtain reinforce-
ments, he remained with his left until the enemy had been re-

pulsed by Starkweather’s brigade and the eross fire of Stone's

;Ir||| ]’liEF]L"H in:L]Ea_-!"n-_i-'. ;!]] ﬂ|]];|];i_\' ]l|r=~'1|"| O Becnre i]l‘l‘*' !‘r'.-'I||i*

after Terrell’s brigade had been driven back and the enemy

1l swung round in pursuit., The batteries alone held the
enemy in check for some time. When having received rein-
forcements, he assaulted with great fury. The Twenty-first
Wisconsin, lying in front of the batteries, then opened a de-
--'.I"II'I]\'I_'. ii]'l", ]1i|1 were foreed i'\:ll']x_, r[‘lJ" batteries :i.lui 1|!"
remainder of the brigade were then assaulted, but here the
"!I-']n_\' wias I'l'!\ll|:~'|'|l :1}_{‘.'!'!I|{ [le r‘t']ve-:lll-ll his assaults with

. e . . e TR
II'-.'.HlI i,]'q';r‘:l_;,-_:? hut wWas il!'l‘(t_‘r] !;;h_'l{ I‘;li'.il rime with i]l"'l\:’ LSS,
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until the brigade and batteries having exhausted their ammu-

nition, quietly retired to the line first selected, where, having
obtained ammunition, they renewed the conflict.

H:J\."IIIIQ: witnessed the I'I']lll.l-“'-l.' of the enemy on his left, Gen-
eral McCook proceeded to his right, concerning which he had
hitherto felt no uneasiness, to witness the issue of a terrible
conflict there. While the battle had been raging on the left,
General Rousseau’s right and center brigades, commanded re-
spectively by Colonels Lytle and Harris, had been hotly en-
oaged, and had repeatedly repulsed the enemy, although his
:111;11_-I{s had been made by superior numbers. Colonel Harrig’
brigade held its position against every assault, inflicting se-
vere punishment upon the enemy, and presenting an unbroken
front. even after its ammunition had been exhausted. It was
finally withdrawn to the original line simultaneously with
Starkweather’s brigade. There was now an opening between
Lytle’s right and the central corps, while his left flank was
1'_\]m.~:.-tﬁ_ General MeCook ordered Colonel Webster to 0]-
pose the enemy, and in the vain effort he fell, JIL"JT'|:iE|I'\'
wounded. The enemy, in the meantime, having posted a bat-
tery in a favorable position, opened a destructive fire upon
Lytle's right flank, and he too fell back. Iven then the right,

near Russell’s house, could not be held, owing to the de-
structive fire of artillery and the heat of a burning barn in
proximity. The enemy, with its reeession, swung round In
Lytle’s rear. Fortunately, Loomis’ battery, which, having pre-
viously exhausted its long-range ammunition, had been re-
tired to a t'li!JlIll;HMill;‘ l"lti‘:_:‘e'. about one hundred and I‘Ii":_'\'
yards in the rear of Russell’s house, under instruetions to re-
serve its canister for close work, was now in readiness for such
a fire as checked the enemy’s advance. Soon after, Colonel
Gooding’s brigade, with Pinney’s battery (Fifth Wisconsin),
from Mitchell's division of the central corps, was near, and by
the spirited action of infantry and artillery, the enemy was
ocained., This

driven back and the position at Russell’s was re
brigade lost fonr hundred and ninety men—nearly one-fourth
of its effective strength. General Steedman’s brigade, from
Schoepf’s division, followed Gooding’s elosely, and these rein-

forcements and night arvested the battle at this point. When




CAMPAIGN OF PERRYVILLE, KENTUCKY. 191

General Terrell’s brigade gave way in the first onset, a portion

of it fell back to the position of Stone’s and Bush’s batteries ;

and there, in the effort to rally his troops, this gallant com-
mander fell, mortally wounded, and died a fow 1,‘_,|ll._q later.,

In the recession of the left, seven pieces of Parsons’ eight-
oun battery fell into the hands of the enemy, and at 6 p. a.
four cuns of Harris’ Indiana battery were also lost.

About the time that General McCook was first attacked,
General Sheridan advanced Captain Hescock’s battery to a
good position in front of a belt of woods, where he had an
enfilading fire on the enemy’s batteries on the opposite side
of the valley of Chaplin river, and advanced six regiments o
support it. The fire of this battery was severe, and the enemy
attempted to dislodge it by establishing a battery at short
range. DBut Hescock’s shots were go well directed and effective.
that the enemy abandoned this advanced position in a few
minutes. The enemy then posted two batteries on Sheridan’s
right flank with infantry behind them, when General Sheri-

dan, in obedience to orders, occupied the hill from which he

wd previously driven the enemy. The enemy again assaulted
the |-fr.~"t':-=1| and advanced close to Sheridan’s line. ;;!rhuu;'h
suffering fearful losses from canister. Being now greatly
pressed, General Sheridan called upon General Gilbert for
reinforecements, and the latter ordered Schoept’s and Mitchell’s
divisions to close to the left and support him. Arriving at
the scene of conflict, General Mitchell threw forward Colonel
f':ll'iiia'r hI'i}_":lL]l' Lo I'i'”l_'\'l_‘ :":].'.']‘5-.1;:H..=-' l'i_ﬂ'll[ from |'|'+'=4:-'Ilz'n‘. As
'["'?"III'E "EII']]]I ascended to 1]:1' brow of the ]:IH he observed

the Cnemy ;Lf.l‘.'.'lllt"lllL:' in strongs force, and he i[u]nvcl]uh-!l\‘

charged, broke his line, and drove him beyond Perryville,
Near the town, the Thirt \'-L']_:_fllih IH‘ll]Hi.\', in the advance, ca-

tured three officers, one hundred and thirty men, some wagons,

and two caissons with horses attached, ?":l'l‘illl'_;' that he was notf
supported on either flank, Carlin took advantage of the con-
fusion of the enemy and safely withdrew. General Sheridan
also drove the enemy for some distance, but having per-
ceived that General MeCook’s right, having been lett without

support, had been turned, deemed it unsafe to advance far, and

T
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therefore turned his artillery upon the enemy across the val-
ley, and thus relieved the pressure upon the left wing.

Though General Thomas had found the enemy in his front
early in the morning, and had reported his presence as his
excuse for not reporting to the commanding general in per-
son, and althongh General Gilbert’s corps had been engaged
more or less from the earlier hours of the morning, and Gey-
eral MeCook’s corps had been struggling against overwhelm-
ing numbers, Gen. Thomas received no orders from Gen. Buel]
until 4 p. a., upon the return of Captain Mack.. The verbal
instruetions through this officer were, that he should hold a
division in readiness to reinforce the center if necessary, to
reconnoiter his front to ascertain if the enemy had reinforced
his left or was withdrawing, and report all information ob-
[:I‘II'.I'IL jl! I'HrIJll]i:lIIl‘l"._ the l'i'-|'nr|n<|'|.-'.-';m--l- was ||::|r||: .|]||]|||-|]'|.
ately, and developed the enemy; but thongh the fact was
reported, no further orders respecting operations for that day
were received. ”\\"lt]_u‘ to the abrence of instructions |'|-|[|;‘!|-'|'-~-_.-\-
the advance of the right corps, it was not engaged during the
day, excepting the cavalry in the morning, in the front, and
“".':I'_{'Hl-l“% l-l"ll',:':uia_- -:1'-"1";”:\1]':: |]:|\'i.‘-'ii"l|_. \\'il]\'ll ]ujl-;l]n.,» i!]\‘[ll\,-l'li
with General Mitchell’s right, late in the evening.

[n compliance with orders from General Buell, Generals

Thomas, Me¢Cook, and Gilbert reported at his headquarters af

night, to rec¢eive instructions for the next dav. General
McCook was directed to move his Corps during the night and
close up on General Gilbert’s left, to hold this position

at the events of the

and take :i:f‘.':i!l‘.:ll:_','-- of any u[-[mrll]ni].\' t
day might present. Generals Thomas and Gilbert were ordered
to make preparations to advance on Perryville at daylicht the
next morning, and attack the enemy’s front and left flank,
keeping their adjacent flanks well connected. The move-
ments, as ordered, were made during the night and morning;
but the advance troops in the ]|JI.JI'“-||JI'_I" discovered that the
enemy had retired during the night, and was falling back to
|]:1|'|""l“‘]‘1||';.!‘. but had left no evidence of haste or dirorder,
save that his dead and wounded remained on the field.
General Buell 1'1.'|J1ll'1.l'tl his loss in thig battle at nine hundred

and sixteen killed; two thousand nine hundred and forty-three
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wounded, and four hundred and eighty-nine missing ; total.
four thousand three hundred and forty-eicht. An exceed-
ingly large number for the troops severe ly engaged,
that attests their valor. Nearly all the losses were from

MeCook’s two divisions, and the ]H]_:‘;IIII‘ sent

|1]1 Ol

from the center
to his support.
+[1Irl|' ]n-ﬂ of ”ll’ l'TIl'IH\' lI] r\.]“L l-[ and “”"'”'.['"'I 18 noft I‘““'“ n.

General Buell claims that from first to last. he captured from

four to five thousand me n, ine |1|ul|r|-- the gsick and wounded.

This !llEr]e._ gome of 1ts l‘-‘fllllll?- at ||'.'E.-'T
f £l

'

, was the resnlt
e mutnal 1J|.|.“~'t'1'll']l'\_']'HHT] of the situation by the

sornmand-
ing generals, and its initiation was palpably owing to the
ienorance of General Br: agg with regard to the actual concen-
tration of e I;Jll divisions of the .";l!u'\' of the Ohio before him.
General Brage did not know this when he made an attaclk
upon its left and center with three divisions. e had not.
previous to the 7th, intended to I}_:"]\'(' battle at ['r-r-r_\-v’:llu_l, but
owing to the pressure upon his rear, which arrested two of his
divisions, Buckner’s and Anderson’s,#* under General Hardee.
he at that time determined fo concentrate three divisions.
Cheatham’s and the two others mentioned ot General Polk’s
command, and give battle before that town. On the Tth.
Cheatham moved from Harrod: shurg, General Brage having
sent Withers’ division the d: ay before to ~.|| yport Smith against
the column formed of 8ill's and Dumont’s divisions advanec ing
against him. Having learned subsequently that this force was
treating, he then proceeded to Perryville, and was present
at the battle, though disclaiming the conduct of it beyond
suggesting some changes in General Polk’s dispositions.
“ ese facts, mentioned officially by General Bragg, indicate

wly that he e xpected to fight at Perryville only the more
f 'l anced portions of (lc‘lli]‘;ll Buell’s army. He states ex-
'!IHI..““'-I his Ik“]””"' that he declined battle on the 9th, be-
cause General Buell had received reinforcements rTI:a'Er:_;r the
previous day and night. 1‘. ith reg: ml to the opening of the

*This was probab ly Hardee's division, in tempor: ary command of An-
erson; at least, the division which General Hardee had previously com-

inded,
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battle, he made the following statements: « The action opened
at half-past 12 p. a., between skirmishers and artillery on
|m{l| :"-'iili::-'-_. ]'1]“'11“_‘7".‘ HJL! t_-.!]!,'l'tll\' ill'li!‘_'\LiUHl_!ll Lo :ul\'uuuu ;1:_1";|ir|,a|_
us, and knowing that he was receiving heavy reinforcements,

[ deemed it best to assail him vigorously, and so directed

On the other hand, General Buell did not seem to know that

bhefore General MeCook became .-'-L.'I'inllﬁil‘_\' 1—:[15_‘:1:__{3'1[, (reneral

Gilbert’s
viehit. General Gilbert had been with General Crittenden
while aligning his corps, and returned to his own before the

('rittenden’s corps was in line of battle on Genera

action commenced, as he states in his official report. General
Thomas’ statement does not give the exact time when his line
of bhatt
on the field, and his early report of this fact to General Buell,

e was formed, but the fact of his own early presence

through a staff’ officer, which report by order was contingent
upon the assumption of position by Crittenden’s corps, leaves
no room to doubt that this corps was in readiness to partici-
pate in the action soon after 12 m. At this hour two of Crit-
tenden’s divisions, Smith’s and Van Cleve’s, were in position,
and Wood’s was two miles in the rear lll:ll't'II-IIJI:_"‘ to the front.
About 4 p. M. General Buell first learned that McCook’s corps
was seriously engaged and heavily pressed. He then ordered
General Gilbert to send a division to its support, and directed
General Thomas to hold one division in readiness to support
the left. The execution of the order to General Gilbert gave
two additional brigades to the support of General McCook
near the close of the action. It does not appear, from any of
the official reports from which this narrative has been drawn,
that the order, announcing the intention to give battle on the
8th, and enforcing preparations for it, had been revoked, and
from this fact, and the noise of musketry as well as artillery,
which had announced the beginning and progress of a hattle
involving the center and left, there was a general expectation
thronghout Crittenden’s corps that it too would participate in
the action.

The testimony is very explicit from General Gilbert tha
General MeCook ealled upon him for 111-]]1 (as his corps wis
upon the point of being compromised), when he was return-
ing from General Crittenden’s position, and that upon his
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nuﬂlll] call he sent him one ]Jll“‘.tll(., and a ]J‘ci—lll.’l‘p ]ILil)IL' he
received an order from General Buell, through Major Wright,
to send two brigades to his support. Thus the klliili(‘!]hl'-'--'
and 1mpetuosity of the atfack upon MeCook did nof permit
him to delay for a moment in asking aid from thv nearest
troops, and it was General Gilbert \'.lm gent one of MeCoolk’s
staft’ officers to General Buell, as he could not at fu‘-\t give him
reinforcements. T ]Hla these two cor ps e ommanders conduete d
the engagement from their respective positions, to meet the
attacks of the enemy, without orders from General Bue 11, and
without any recognized plan of battle, or any apparent object,
xeept to maintain their ground by ]L']_JIll-I!lU the enemy.
Though General Brage had withdrawn his army, General
Buell still believed that he would deliver |r.sli][‘_. and that
Smith’s army had joined him for that purpose. IHe therefore
determined, that as the two Confederate columns had formed
a junction, to await the arrival of General Sill’s division,
which he had ordered forward from Frankfort. In the mean.
time, he placed his army in position, his right four miles from
lhm\]llv his center on the Perryville and Harrods} burg turn-
pike, and his left near Duc ]\\IHL‘. on the roads mmuumu
to Harrodsburg. On the march from Frankd fort, Ge
was attacked near Lawrenceburg by a portion of General
Smith’s army, but he repulsed the attack, and arrived at Perr -

ville on rin-lllh General Dumont’s division remained af
Franlkfort.

On the morning of the 11th, a reconnoissance was made by
three brigades of infantry from Crittenden’s and Gilbert’s
corps, and by MeCook’s and Gay’s cavalry, and discovered the
enemy in force about three miles south of Harrodsburg, but
he retired during the day, and his rear-guard was driven
out of the town in the evening, with the loss of some stores,
and about twelve hundred prisoners, mostly sick and wounded.
'|| next day, General Buell ordered General McCook’s corps

» Harrods l-mu General Crittenden’s to the left and rear of
|'.||n||.u and General Gilbert’s to a pumi Jmnh\ ay between

these towns, on the road tlrllltu[m“‘ the 11, a strong re-
"’““"JIL'h[I" force advanced to t]n. alr:.n:«mj_ful .J'E--k'.«' I'iver,

and ascertained that the enemy had crossed his entire al'my,
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Two days later, it was known that the enemy was retreating
south, and pursuit was at once ordered. General Wood’s di-
vision marched at 12 o’clock that night, and engaged the
enemy’s artillery and cavalry at Stanford the next morning
at daylight. The remainder of General Crittenden’s Corps,
and all of General McCoolk’s, followed General Wood throngh
Danville and Stanford to Crab Orchard, and General Gil

corps reached the same point through Lancaster. The en-

ert's

emy resisted the head of each column with cavalry and artil-
lery whenever he could find favorable positions, but he was
steadily followed, and often attacked, as he moved on toward
Cumberland Gap.

From Crab Orchard southward, the country is barren and
rough, affording only meager supplies, and as there was now
no prospects of forcing General Bragg to an engagement,
MeCook’s and Gilbert’s corps were halted at Crab Orchard,
while Crittenden’s, with W. 8. Smith’s division leading, fol-
lowed on to LH]II]['IH, on the direct |'n:|rh and to Manchester,
on the branch road. But nothing was eftfected beyond suc-
cesaful skirmishing with the enemy’s rear-guard, and the cap-
ture of some Err"l.—'rrni_‘i'.li and cattle. There ]II‘.llll‘_j" 1o 1!|'H1!|!~'--
of further advantage, the pursuit was not continued beyond
London, and the Army of the Ohio turned toward Bowling
Green and Glasgow, preparatory to a movement to Nashville.
General '[’-.lll'” retired to Liouisville, 3-‘1'1\-'_illg General Thomas in
chief command.

On the 26th of October, General Buell directed General
Thomas 1\‘\' Il-]i-;'l‘:l]wh to concentrate the COrps of Generals
MceCloolk and Gilbert at ],hﬂ.‘.']]ng Green. and that of General
Crittenden at Glasgow. In compliance, Generals McCook
and Gilbert moved from Crab Orchard to Bowling Green—the
former through Stanford, Lebanon, Somerville, and Cave City,
and the latter on the same route, excepting through Camp-
hellsville instead of Somerville. General Crittenden marched
from London to Glasgow throngh Somerset, Columbia, and
Fdmonton. The cavalry remained at Tebanon to refit and
otherwise prepare for active service.

[t was not certainly known at this time what General
Bragg’s next movement would be. His successful retreal

=]
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from Perryville proved the easy mobility of his army, and the
direction of 1t warranted the fear that he would endeavor to
attack Nashville before its feeble garrison could be reinforced,
This was the expectation of General Buell when he tnrned
his columns toward Bowling Green, but the anthorities at
Washington not only suggested, but ordered that his army
should enter East Tennessee. This difference of opinion e

ic-
i'-'-"l il |l'|l:ti'=]l_\' |I'|.-'¢-1|.~a.~'iun, which ferminated in the removal of
General Buell from the command of the Army of the Ohio on
the 80th of October,

The operations of Generals Johnston and Lee in Virginia
and Maryland, and of General Brage in Mississippi, Ten-
nessee, and Kentucky, during the summer and auntumn of
1862, compassed the broadest, if not the boldest, aggression of
the Confederate armies during the war, and perhaps were
expressive of their greatest actual strength, and freighted
with the strongest hopes which the Southern people ever en-
tertained subsequent to their first great defeats. In the fore-

cast of these campaigns, it was assumed that General Brage

would unite the standards of four vietorious columns at Louis-
ville or Cincinnati, and that the commander of the eastern
Confederate army should raise the symbol of their declared
nationality on the dome of the national capitol. Then,
should the 1'I:_:'ii]\'lj' or i‘:lEsEi\'n_' representatives of the national
Foyvernment refuse to I't'l_'uil.',:‘il.lxl‘ the .lI]th'Eu'I:f[L'lll'i' of the
Southern {I”Ilf‘l'i]l,'[':ll,".}'_.\ the two victorious armies were to co-
operate in the invasion of the Northern States to compel an
unwilling people to acknowledge its independence. While
the murmurs of the people and the official complaints of the
authorities at Washington were often repeated as General
Buell advanced slowly toward Chattanooga and General
MeClellan halted before Richmond, the resources of the South

were stramed in reparation for the acecomplishment of
Prey I

these grand objects. At this time, the national armies were
holding the peninsula of Virginia in the East, and on the
West, Camberland Gap—a position of great strategic im-
portance in both Northern and Southern regard—all Middle
and West Tennessee, portions of Northern Mississippi and
Alabama, commanding the resources, the rivers, and railroads
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of the vast region which had been wrested from the enemy,
and their attitude was still one of absolute aggression. Sud-
denly they were thrown upon the defensive. The Army of
the Potomae was defeated and withdrawn to Washington, the
second battle was lost at Bull Run, and General Lee erossed
the Potomae with his victorious legions, Then Kirby Smith
turned Cumberland Gap, and soon after defeated at Rich-
mond, Kentucky, the troops that had been 1mprovised for the
defenge of Cinecinnati and Louisville. Soon General Brac
after sending horfatory orders to his lientenants in Northern

g
=41

Misgigsippi to brush General Grant from their front and join
him on the Ohio, sealed Waldron’s ridee with his central
column, and, finding an open way, hnrried into Kentucky
proclaiming his advent as the redemption of the state from the

despotism of the national government. These suceesses oavi

the brightest hour of the war to the South and the gloomiest
one to the North—intensifying the opposition to it in the
latter section, and imposing upon the government the most
perplexing embarrassments. The conditions of the strugele
seemed to have been changed entirely.

But promising as was the beginning of these ecampaigns to

the South, like all others of similar character 1||]~.::1__=__-~|,.-|;i the
war, they resulted in failure, at least in respect to their domi-
nant objeets. When it was that General Bragg lost heart com-
pletely is not revealed, but he certainly gave evidence of some

misealeulation, miscarriage, or waning hope, when he declined
battle at Prewitt's Knob. He had .[h:'i"\'jl’|1“|_\' moved in an
!»;||-|-||[ l“-’-!'t':‘;':ll'ﬂ of T'jll‘. I:_"I'l'.'lh'i' :ll'lll_\' \*.'JJ]U]] ll\' ll:nl ‘:].."-L'-.‘.'!'i [0
his rear, I'_\' |":.-!=il'll'.." upon its communications, and yet liis op-

erations at the Very rmornent of their ran-vm'ln_'_L' culmination lost

their bold aspect, and thereafter the boastful commander of the
western Confederate armies drifted about in |‘:--]|i1||-f{_\'_ neither
in spirit or maneuver justifying the assumptions of his proe-
lamations, His offensive campaign, a failure in its ruling ob-
Jects,® was nevertheless successful in many subordinate ones.

*(One of these objects, doubtless, was the permanent occupaney ot [Len-
tucky, and to give public expression to it, he went through the pretense
of i||:|||.!|II'='.|i:I_'..[ a Conlederate [-'|'||'..'i=i.|‘r|:|1 TOVErnor in room of Mr John-

son, killed at the battle of Shiloh., The representation of the siaie in
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He gained territory of vast extent with its ungarnered corn,
and military advantages which were only overcome by a cam-
paign of nearly a year’s duration, a great battle, and a vast
expenditure of war material. He also made a heavy draft
upon the resources of Kentucky, Her granaries supplied his
armies while in the state, and doubtless for a time after they
left it. Kentucky stores and looms provided clothine for }.'|I~.
needy soldiers; the farms and stables of rich Kentuckians fur-
nished his troopers with the best horses in the land. These
were no ineonsiderable results, and some were paraded as com-
I.,.”.;_-H'%\'w_ but after all {]I"_‘_\' did not If__{"l\'t' cheer and [lll[u- to the
Southern people as the only consequences of a campaion which,
in its inception and primal progress, promised the recognition
of the Southern Confederacy by foreign nations and even by
the United States. Actua

:|x'r-|rlulli.i:éllllu'ﬂi fell far helow
Southern expectation, east and west. And when General Lee
retreated from the battle-field of Antietam, General Brage
from Perryville, and General Van Dorn from Corinth, the
Southern people saw plainly that the war was still to bring
desolation to their section, and that the boldest strategy and
the exertion of their full strength could only press back, tem-
porarily, the national armies.

The general offensive attitude of the insurgents, their nnex-
pected revelation of great strength, and the defeats of the sum-
nienr, ;'nl‘w-.[ I,]l:l'l]'] 1]5\' _t_'_'u\'l-l'1;]|1|