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FORBNORD

The Inventory of the County Archives of Mississippi is one ¢f a number
of guides to histcrical matorials proparcd throughout the United States by
workers on Historical Records Survey projects of the Work Projects Adminige
tratione The publicaticn herowith prosented, an inventory of the archives
of Tunica Cownty, is number 72 of the Mississippi seorics.

The Historical Records Survey program was undortaken in the winter of
1935=36 fcr the purpcse of providing uscful cmployment to necdy unemployed
historians, lawyors, toachors, and research and clerical workers, In carry-
ing out this objeetive, the project was crganized to compile inventorics of
historical materials, particularly the unpublished govermment documents and
rocerds which arc basic in tho administration of local government, and which
provide invaluable doata for students of pclitical, economic, and social his=
torye The archival guido horcowith presented is intondod to meot the require=-
ments c¢f day-to-day administraticn by the officials of tho ccunty, and also
the necds of lawycrs, businessmen and other citizoms whe require facts from
the public records for the propor conduct of their affairs, The volumc is so
designed that it can be used by the historian in his rosocarch in unprinted
sources in the same way he uses the library card catalog for printed sources,

The inventories produced by Historical Records Survey projects attempt
to do morc than give morely a list of records = they attempt further to
sketch in the historical background cf the county or other wmit of govern-
mant, and to describe preciscoly and in detail the organizaticn and fumcticns
of the govermment agencics whose rocords they liste The county, town, and
othor local inventories for the eutiroc country will, when completed, constie
tutc an oncyclopedia of local government as woll as a bibliography of local
archivess

The successful conclusicn of the work of Historical Records Survey pro=
jects, oven in a single county, would not be possible without the support
of public officials, historical and legal spccialists, and many other groups
in the communitye Their cooperaticn is gratefully acknowledgeds

Tho Survey progrem was orgainzed by Luther He Bvans, whco scrved as
Director wntil March 1, 1940, when hc was succecded by Sargent Be Child, who
had been National Field Supervisor since the inauguration of the Surveye
The Survoy has operated as a Nationewide sories of locally sponsored projects
in the Service Division, of which Mrse Florence Kerr, Assistant Commissioner,
is in chargocs

F. H. DRYDEN
Acting Commissioner




FREFACE

The Mississippi Historical Records Survey program was orgenized to ine
ventory State, county, and municipal archives, early American imprints,
church records, and manuscripts in collections. In Mississippi the Histori=
cal Records Survey was operated as a wnmit of the Statewide Records Project in
the Service Division, and has been sponsored by the Mississippi Department of
Archives and History and some seventy county boards of supervisors. The Sur-
vey is being discontinued in order that its personnel may be diverted to ace=
tivities which have a direct and unqualified relation to the war effort., How=
ever, this volume is being published in a preliminary edition, since all data,
except the subjcect and entry index, had been compiled preparatory to publica=
tion.

The inventory of the records of Tunica Cowmty is the seventh prepared
for publication. It is arranged so that the records of the exccutive branch
of county government come first, fcllowed by those of the recording, judicial,
law enforceament, fiscal, elcction, education, health, and miscellancous ag-
enciess Includcd also is a short cssay on each agency of county government
outlining the organization of thc agency in Tunica County, its present status,
the method of filling the office, and tho term of offices Since these cssays
arc limited, it is suggested that the reader consult the Inventory of the
County Archives of n1°s1uu1pp1, No. 37, Lamar County, for moroc dotailed os=
says than thosc Tound in the Tunica County inventory. The records are de-
scribed by records scries in entries whose style has becn formalized to give
information concerning the titlc of record, dates for which availablc, quan=
tity, laboling of vclumes or containers, variant titles, description of re-
cord contents, manncr of arrangcment, indexing, nature of recording, size of
volumes or containers, and locotion.

This inventory will be usoful to officials, to studonts of rescarch, and
to schools. It will serve as a gulde or catalog to offioials who, bocause of
periodic turnover in officc persommcl and because of the division of dutiocs,
carmot be expected to have a comprchensive knowledge of all the records,
familierity with which is nccessary to the officient fumctioning of the ofw
fico. Writers of local history will find that the inventory is a ready guide
to all records reflecting political, social, and economic development of tha
county, and students of local govermment will wvalue the inventory for loca=
ting the records and for tracing the trends of local government. The inven=-
tory can be uscd by the schools to familiarize the students with the various
aspocts of local government, with the types of records kept in connection
with the administration of local government, and with the instrumemts filed
and recorded to protect privete property rights.

The survey of the records of Tunica County was mado by Mrse Ellen Farrell,
a life-long resident of the county, and a sound student of its history. MNMrs,
Farrell also write the historical sketch using as her principal sources the
original, unpublished records of the county.

The Survey has followed general regulations and procedurocs applicable
to all WPA projoct units in the 48 states. Mississippi WPA officials have
givon the Survey their cordial support and assistance. The Survey also ac-
knowledgos the intercst and cooperation of the Tunica Cownty officials and
of Dr. William D. MeCain, Director of the Mississippi Dopartment of Archives
end History.




The State office of the Survey profited in all phases of its work by
the constructive advise and criticism of the National office and its rep=
resantativess This inventory in manuscript form was given editorial rce=
view in the National office by Louise Boynton, assistent editor, snd was
further reviewed by Mabel Se. Brodie, editor in charge of public records
inventoriese

The original plan of the Historical Records Survey was to publish the
Inventory of the County Archives of Mississippi in 82 units, onc for cach
county in thoe State, with the units numbered to correspond with thec alpho=
beotical scouence of tho counticss Thus, the inventory of the records of
Tunica County, horewith presomtod, is number 72 It is being issued in a
preliminary edition in mimeographed form for free distribution to State and
local public officials and libraries in Mississippi and to a limitod numbor
of librarics and govermmental agencies outside the Statee The invantory
wes prepared for publicaticn in the State officc of the Survey by an edito-
rial stoff honded by Nash K¢ Burger, Projcct Tochnician, and Andrew Brown,
Assistant State Supcrvisor.

A list of the publications issued by the Mississippi Historical Rccords
Survey appoars on pagc 1844 Morc than 1,850 publicaticns have becn issucd
by the Survey throughout the Nations

ROBERT E, STRONG

State Suporvisor

Mississippi Hisbtoricel
Records Survey

9 Bridgos Building
Jackson, Mississippi
Juno 1942
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(Pirst entry, p. 79)

l. EBISTORICAL SKETCH

Boundaries

Tunica County was established February 9, 1836, and is one of the 10

counties formed in that year from the Chickasew Cessior of 1832, the Treaty

f Pontotoc, " Tt was. naned from the Indien tribe of the same name, the word
meening "the people. "2 he county now has & land surface of 449 square milcs,
but as originally cstablishcd, it ombracod an arca of about 19 townships, or
664 square miles, Its boundarics werc dofined as follows: "Beginning et the
northwestern corner ‘of Tallehatchio County, and running thence duc north to
the dividing linc betwecn the Choctaw and Chickesew tribes of Indians; thence J
with the said dividing linc to the Mississippi river; thence up the said ri-
ver, to the point where the linc botween townships 2 and 3 interscets the ~
samo; thencc with the said tovmship line, to the linc botwocn renges 9 and {
10 west; thence south with the said renge line, crnd from its termination in |
8 dircet line to the morthern boundsry of Tel &aatchic County, ard thence ‘
west with said northern boundary to the bogirning."® In 1873, part of Tunica
County lying ccst of the Coldwater River was included in tho bounderies of
Tate County, ond in 1877 enother porftion, south of the line between townships
7 end 8, was trensforred te Quitman Count_.4

|\ Tunica County is situated in the northwestern part of the State in the
Yozoco end Mississippi Dclta, and it ie quite irregular in shope. It is bound-
cd by DoSoto County on the north and ecst, by Tate and Panola Counties on the
cast, by Quitmar = o Coahome Counti¢s on the south, ard by the Mississippi
River on the wes t.

Physical Characteristics

The county lies in tha uvpper or u\luﬂCIr rim of the great shallow bowl
that holds the flood-plain dun sit of the Mississippl P_vor.U This besin wes
qorvcd from the rocks e tho 1 01CiV by the Mississippi and its
tributarics, and it conted J]l depositcd by thec rivers
throughout the ages. In the thln, t%- river saifted back eand forth
in its process of latﬁrai n and lcft soattercd remnants of its old
channcls. Thesc remuants arc now represented by horseshoe and crescent= shaped
lalkes, bayous, and other depressions, whipgh in flood-time agnin join the river!

o iis IS ELBEERI Dl Sis T g S e utubo, Pe 381,

« Dunbar Rowlend, History of Illississippi, The Heart of the South, II, 8403
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Historical Skctch (First entrv Pe 79)

& part of the county is
tered Indien mounds, thc veori
the average rclicf of this r

long narrov ridﬂcv that lic G to the streems., The intcrstream

.d aress
arc low and swampy, end the lowlends profit grecatly through dreinego systcms.g

[ 1ly lcvel ond, with the cxccptiong of sca
.;"on in level docs not cxeced 20 fect, Jﬂ“lu

The county as a whole slopcs ger from north to

c south, This is shown
conclusively by the clevations

sitcs. In Supervisor's Digrict 1,
locatcd in the north cnd of the clcvation 4 miles wic of Clacks

is 204 fcet above the sea lecvel; the town of Robinsonville Commcrecc is
201, and Benks is 200. In District 2 iyvood hus an clevetion of 199 feet

end Tuniea: of 197, s an clevation flect, s angd .
Clayton of 1‘2 z.bove has Dundce with >vation of
150, and Mcud’ with 188 ubbs in District 5 hos an clova-
tion of only 188 fcocb. on ridgc land, =nd the lowlands
cad eypress’ brolos

Rivers, Stroams, Lakes

3ippi and the Coldwatfr
cxccllent outlcts for
voork of beyous, an
former chenncl of
Osk that riscs in Dis
C county, Tho most
MeKinncy of tuae county's Chickasew
Tl 8500 erfitent e fcd couscd vniversal suffering
the boerd of policc and the Tunies County Levee Commission
’\oldud that an outlct must bec mede for leKinncy Loke. The natural drein vas
through the b¢?“u flowing from the lake into the Mississippi River. This
bayou vas in the way of the lcvee end so it was filled in, and the levee built
straight ccross the bayc result, the leke overflowcd thet part of the
county cclled the licKinncy B 's.nb property damoge cnd diseasc. To
remedy this situetion, g from MeKinncy Lake to & point ncor
the source of Whitc Ock Baj tamec of 13 miles was planncd.™™ Tho
conal was only two-thirds finished at the be nning of the Civil Vier and vas
cver completcd. It now looks like a 't ‘"vmu and is called "Phe Irish
Diteh" in mcmory of thc leborers who dug ite The winter from, MNeKinney Lake
was ‘siphoned over the levee until a pusping station vas cstablished by the
levee  distriots’ Tho veter i the loke is now kewt at the proper lcvcl ﬁ? en

is pe
cleetric pumping systcm, wlich adccuate Ly incrforngibhig tent toske

S

F

104 Ibidey Pt
11, Tunica Timcs-Dcmoerat, Jul
12, Togan, Thc Soils of Iliscsi
13, land Dccd nceords, A,
14, 1Hnutcs Board of Polion,
15, Tunieca Times=Domoerat, d

164 Thids {

s slight, the county docs have higher londs,




Historical Skctch (First entry, p. 79

Othcr .strooas end lekes in the county ‘¢ Buck Island, Overcup, Minton, Bon=

niec Blue, Seven [iile, :Coon, Stren gy and PﬂLll;pS Bayous, and Beaver=

doan S%$lc, Blue, Flower, WZlnut, Cypress, Bagle, Swen, Bear, end Two Milec

Clim;tg

Tunice County is in that scction of the Stete having o frost-frec
son of necarly 200 davs. The first Eilling ffhut occurs in November;
lestidin the middlesof Morohe  IT | ¢ nnuel r f 11 of 54
The months of Scptcmnar, October, « y ';“,ia heve the lightest rainfa
end the courty's growing scason

Ouing to the fact that Tunica County is onc of the northernmest countics
the State and that the co va* has & sevcre winteriat intervals of 4 or 5
yeurs, ithe boll weewil, the mest scricus *rsvct meneec to thce cotton crop,
1 sihlembiit oisiminimam, Liln 1940, i sounty e onc of its severcst
winters. The tcmperature vent as low ¢s .@greLu below zero, end o 5=inch
snov: stayed on' thc greound for 10 days.

Soils

Since Tunice Counby isic part of itheigreat xz0o=-liississippi Basin, the
arc derived from the elluviu f the Nississippi flood plains In years
cnnual overflow from the river built e deep soil from fine particles
‘nlngl d with orgenic matter. As the streams overflowed, the groatcst
of materiel vias deposited ucar the strecm!s bank, and the soils of the
bxcms arc higher and bettor drained then thosc of the interstream

These higher soils, sindy loom, heve en sverage depth of 12 inches, and
veryanicolor fromua yellowish=sreyito « urﬁxr-uh~rrcy.“l Much of the sardy
locm land in the county hes becen in cvltivetion for 100 years, The soil

is easily cultivated, bt‘.ﬁ mellow under preper moisturc conditions., With
proper rotation of crops ¢ocs not v.edr out, and the loam lends arc casily
dralncd by opcn citchcss,

Phere ere 2 verictics of clay seils ini the county,. the locally called
"buck shot" and waoxy. Bucksh i namcd bceceuse in drying it brcaks in-
to little cube-like masscs, ti i shot. This typc of soil lics just

Rovwlend, Heart of the South, II, 841; Map of Tunice

e S R T A T

Federal Wiriters! Projcoct, WPA, Mississippi, A Guide

Stote, psl 653 hercafter;citcdio 1dc to the a"V\lﬁa

iunﬂcu Timcs= Dxmocrwt J.;. 25, 194
gan, The

Ibid.

1846,

a4
CivVae,
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Historical Skctch irst entry, p. 79)

drecdge ditches, ard along the lew frcx Virginie end Yrumpcet creepers, morn-
ing glories, dandclions, blaock: ns, vielets, papew, black and red haw,
phe ired=-budior=Judesitrce, dos :.:L vild plum, iron viecd, butterfly weed,
blaclk locust, wisteria, &= ] tis TnitrhedPall diren d folinge o©f the
deciduous trees brighten the landscope, end dark red sumcc leaves and berrics
border the brak 5a

(242105

Aininal Life

Animals verc chbur b here when the fi ihitc settlers came. Bear,
deer, foxcs, vwolves, p > ragcoom joX ¥ end rabbits roamed through
the woohs. The ‘peoplc 0d on geme 1d Ve n haunches znd bear steak
were co nkiRe e pionee At the € ishment of the county the
boerd of polioc ordered the ocunty be paid anthers and 'olwvs. This

of '8 dollars for ecach vblxM] could be colle by presenting th
wre who pedd ford i in county warrents or by
collector when toxes wgre noide This order
has not been repdeleds
A}nrozinﬁtcly 211 of the froeshi-water fish zre found in Tvnice County!'s
and lekes Black bass, buffelo, shovel-bill, chenncl, sand and mud
anc mapyv varietics of perch, carp, shkac, drum znd jock fish are
- ntiful, i ange ir L i z ihich somo=
times attalrs &' weldght of 500 »no , 0 ninuvtive INOW The wvarie=
ties most highly prized by fisl ) Ol rOpPPie he big mouthed bass,
cridithe byt

Near the rive endilelces lnne i spceics of heron, blue erancs, gourds
heed orcnes, ond the stotcly vhite cgret which has  multiplicd repidly sinee
protective lavis heve been in cffcet.™' Gulls fo neay the llississippi
River, The prothenotary end hooded varblers and the indigo bumbing thrive
in tHc thick undergrovth. The ocduchcr sopreuclanifliicker,  dickeiisscl,
bunting,’ bronze greackle, Jee Reedsy coubind, lork, dove, end many
found in the rural s\oyJ¢::, end 'in ‘Gowns ‘and on the pl tionss
i1‘° cardinals, orioles, thicshcra, virens, joys, ccdar birds or
nd the rub v-i»z‘m ted ‘nm ing bird.

Indian Period
Tunica County is neuwcd for the Indien tribe of the seme name. In 1682, %8
the French took possession he iiississippi valley in the name of the King.

Guide to the
Ib'a., /
rutes
Guide to the g
TI”YT'?i&iE:‘ Hias, Ful [ Fcothers os Disoussed by a Nimrod,
T¢wc

U\'hl ce

RruThAw, Hckrt TR

(U N e |
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()}
°

1

D O > 1D

TunwcL
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Historical Sketch ntry, p.s79 )

Xz

At this time the Tunica hed set: 1ents on the Yazoo o llississippi Rivers.
One ucttlcusu was es far south as the uicuth of the Red River in Louisiana,

southuest correr of Tunica CﬁUTt“
Thcoc I ns vere friencly to the French.,
beccuse the Chickas
“ut being an a l; » the French brought them into d
1¢ Chickasaw and tl sufferce scvere defeat by the Chickasa
in 1766. They elso su the Johmstone adi istr”tin“
(1764-66). The Tunics, }:u . ehsorboc the nrcnchwan's hotred of the 1104,
embled in lorge numbers o 't 10 miles above the mouth
to ambush an English cxpedi to Illinois The Enﬂli’
losses, erong the slain g i
pedition, The expedition vas a 3 or; ai h'“ 56 years the lo-
cality tas known as Loftro?v gl he battle, the p ot had been
",mnrc & Devion," becouse ther Anth '~A‘¢n \ iesl ot ¢ Biloxi, hed
cstablished o mission in 1c<° 5hH the Tuanica n The tribe continued
to heve inte ttent trouble with the English ﬁnd the kasaw, who vere cn=-
couraged in their hostility by the remne i Natchez dlmn Tribe which
had retired to the c~urtrw of the Chiclkesay. ofte neir tribe had becn des-
troyed by the French.

With the cxccpt:ur e Mun 5 set e ie county ves in Chicka=-
2] L(rrlxwr* % ding some: Listori avthorities, the county
> the Ch:euasat nebion dithe R H: nce of Quizquiz,"
he legencory chieft Chils “* This tribe, onc of the

the utubc, bClU'”( ¢ the gca- 1iLgu'sLic family,
i hern part of ] 1, west Tenncssec,

ople, urd they heartily disliked tlie French

treated ithen as. an r race The; ¢ end respvected the

and Vere in 1ilileed ¢ trusted by ti remgining steadfast al=

the English, altlio :h LuC” refused to fight for them in the Revo-

The Frenoh gave the .. eredit for great courage and declared

be'thc most intrepic of a«ll Amcrican neticns, Bossu, in his writ=

says that thelr country AR" the finest cnd most fruitful on the conti-
r01t and that neither the Fr 1 or other Indian tribes had ever been akle
to LMLC thear land firom:t} 5 18 true, for, vhen their last treaty
¥as made and signed at PuLu)tJ nc the tribe noved v.est, the Chickasaw viont
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Historical Skstch (First entry, p.79)

& defcated pecple driven out by their enemies, but as a people who
on honorable business deal that bencfited both partics to the agree~

by

ment of the tribe wcre tall and well-formed ard they rode wcll.
Their women vere comely and clean, and while the men were extremely roticent
regarding their women in the presence of strangers, in recelity they loved
them better than in other naticns,0

The warriors defended the homcland vith an intrepid daring that gave
them the reputation of being the ablest warriors in the South. 1 They also
did the hunting and made the vicapons. From carliest timcs, they made forays
into the west end brought back bars of copper and silver to fashion into or-
nancnts. A

In direct contrest to the vigrlike men of the tribe, the viomen were mer-
ry and loved to dance and sing. Their part in tlie nation's cconomy was to
sov and cultivate the crops and te deo the houSework. The: fields were nocar
the towns and vere prepared by burning off the underbrush snd girdling the
trees, In some places the cultiveted fields of .the Chickasevw were several
miles in width. The crops congisted of corn, beans, puiplkins, nelons, and
sonetincs sunflowers; anc the voncn gathered end mude use of nuts, cspecial-
ly pecans, which still grovw plentifully in the county. They used nut and
bear 0il in seasoning vegctables, venison . and wild turley. Hominy, made
from corn, was the staple family dish and hota kepusi, a parched corn meal,

was also made to be used on the wappath or in time of famine,

Skins of animals werec dressed and medc supple by tie women. The skins
were macde into robes, blankets, leggings, the short skirts worn by the wo-
nen, end woccesins, and these werc embroidered with beads and the quills of
the porcupine., Both sexcs liked ornamcnts consisting of heavily embroidered
headbands, belts and garters woven of opossum heir, ond shell bone and cop=
per beads, Mantles of wild goose or bird feathers and o febric made fron
mulberry bark werc voven on e down-weaving loo:ia,

Childéren viere taught to veave baskcts, to model pots and bovils of clay,
meke other articles of bone or vood, After they had reached 12 years
s the girls were taught women's vork :nc the boys were placed under the
supervision of the oldest men of the families to be taught to wrestle, run,
and shoot,

‘Tunica Times-Denocrat, July 15, 1926,
Rowlend, Heart of the South, I, 71,

Dunber Rowlend, The Officiel and Stoatistical Rogister of the State of

Mississippi, Contonninl Bcition, 1917, p. 11; hercafter citecd os
Rowlanad, Official Re
Guide to the Magrolia Statc, pe. 53.
Rovland, Heart of the south, I, 71,
SR e s
Rowlend, Symposium, p. 90,
Guide to the lagnolis Stote, pe 51,
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Historical Sketch (First entry, p.79)

If the civilization of a people is to be judged by the guality of their
laws, religion, homelife, and the chastity of their wiomen, the Chickasaw
ave 1o reason for shame. They vere a self-reliant, self-respecting people
who governed themselves by rigidly enforced laws. The chiefs were men who
had won rcp‘ta’rloALg tarough exploits on the warpeth or through wisdom in
council, he lingo or King v.es clected by the vote of the ertire tribe,

The laws werc stern, Punishment for murder vas death at the hands of
the ncarcst rclativec of the slain man; or if thc murderer could not be found,
his nearest kin was exccuted, Thc "Ish=ya-kah-py" of the tribe pun'sh(d &
thicf with the lash, being apsointed by thc tribel council to wiiip such of=
fenders. Infidclity in marrisaze was punished scvercly by desth or by ban=
ishment ' from the tribee 1 ribal law there were no orph&ns as &1l children
whosc parcnts hed died ver mnediately adontcd by & relative choscn by the
council,

The Chickasaw were dceply rcligious and they wore not supcrstitious
L (5] ’
being unafraid of natural wbﬁﬂovina, unlike nt"’ubor*\g trﬂbcs. They belicved

I
1-
1§

that comcts, cclipses, and carthguekes woere natural thirgs made by and under
the guidence of tho "Beloved One." They declarcd that they believed in "One
who lived in the clear blue sky, snd two with him, thrcc in all," and that
they had known this alwsys, as soon as the grﬁupd wos suund ‘and fit to stan
upons. They clso bcllcvcu in ‘e fubure state aftter deetn, where different dc—
grees of comfort ond leppiness w.cre enjoycd according to the rots of the life
spent in this vorld.50 They tao t the resurrcction of the dead, but the
Chickesaw did not visualizc & hcaven With strcets of gold, but looked forwerd
to returning to thot spot of his homelerd he had loved best before his eter=
nal sleep, & hapoy hunting ground where he would live forever, Religious
services were held et sunrisc or ot moonrise . which tobacco was burned as

& igaeorifioe. Mhis vas ai v not sur or mcon worship but the worship of
the "Beloved One" viho "lived in thie clcar blue sky" end had mgde the sun und
moon to light the way of his childron, the Chickasaw. Thelr ideas as to the
rclatioxshlo of the "Beloved Onc" with peaple other than the Chickasow were
not fixed, as they "had not scen end could not know,"°

iony wounds verc left in Tunica County by the Indisns. Two on the
Abboy Leatherman plantation he been named the "DeSoto lounds" by the
Hississippi Department of Archivcs and Hietory cg they supposedly lie along
the route of DeSoto's march throug “1501';1ph1. ’2  Another group of mounds
is locsted in the DeBeVoise ficld, about 3 miles coutheast of the DeSoto
Mounds.e Dre Galvin Brown, State Archueologist, gives the measurements cf the
largest one as 22 feect in height, 200 feet across the base, and 100 fect

James H,
Rov.lend,
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hoovy; but far more scorious. was thc Yoss of most of the saddles and weapons
and 400 Hogse It Was nccocssary rctu_par the sworcs that worg coimged by

firo, and 'vo make lances, cross-omng, and saddles before the march could be
resumed.

Until he reesched this point in his travels, DeSoto had been received
with courtesy at every Indian village, but fter leaving the battlefield of
Chicasa on April 25, 1540, he came uvpon & palisaded fort occupied by a force
of Chickasaw under Cnlel Alsbamos His stock of food was low because of the
losses sustained in the battle of Chicasa, and he demanded food for his men
and horses, but hec was forccd to storm the fort with a resultent loss of men.

incident occured on a river belisved to be the Tellahetchie River, in

is now Union County. 8till without supply of corn, DeScto continued
for 7 days through a level country that wes a "w1;durnc“u of forecsts, marshes,
lakes and sluggish sticoams" until Sunday, U 8, 1541, (according to Ranjel,
who was with the expedition) when hc reached theo first tovm in the Indian
Province of Quigauiz. IHe OCC”p*cd the town and took prisoners, who wcre
afterwards rcleascde The Sponiards continucd to & sccoud village which had
an abundance of corn. About a lezgue from this village, thlrd vies reached,
and hcre the men sew the grcat river, the Mississippi, rcar tnc ower Chicka-
saw Rluff in Tunica County, Mississippi. DeSoto tarricd in Tun:Lc;L~ County
for a month bcforc he crosscd the river into Arkansas. Tith the cxception
of corn, nuts, fish, ond dricd plums, hc got nothing from the Indians of in-
trinsic valuc. The viomen, over 300 of whom had been taken prisoncrs, were
turncd lvosg unharmed becausc the Speniards feared the warriors lurking in
the woo

Although the city of ond other localitics have laid cloim to
the locus of the discovery cf the Iississippi Rivcr, Tunica County matches
in detail the description of the glacc of discovery given by 1%0°o who vicre
with DeSoto and lcft monuseripts dealing with the cxpedition. Not only
docs the county have the mounds menticned by the narretors but they are in
the right direction, on: fromcthf other, &nd ere of the approximate distance
&8 civen in the menusoripts. '™ The CLh‘tJ &lso has the countcrpart of the
strecam described in the manuscripts in licKinncy Lake and Bayou which flow
out of the great MeKifney Leke Swamp (Hollywood Breke)s It is a deep wide
stream that flows into the liississippi about 3 milcs above the town of Aus—
tin, ond is over 13 miles long from levec to lcvecs It is the only stream
floving into the Mississippi between Horn Iake Creek and the mouth of the
Yazoo River.,

— et e —_r . g e
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Another 1utcrcs+Lnr point of identification of the locus is rccorded
by Biedms, the factor of the DeSoto cxpeditiohn, in The Narrative of DeScto,
II, 25: "There (thc first village of Querulz) we Tirst found & 1iktle Lml-
nut of the country, vhich is much better than tnht nerc in Spalu." The
narretive of the Gentleman of Elves, who is supposed to have becn Alvaro
Fernondez, mentions that after crossing the river they also found mony of
tho walnut troes, "bearing soft shelled walnuts in feshion like bullets,"
and in the houses they found meny of them which the Indisns had laid up in
store. The river bottoms of Tunica Ccunty abound in pecans, the nuts "in
feshion like bullets,"

After the 30-day occupation this territory by thc force under DeSoto
in 1641, it remained Indic ountry anc was not tqo site of any Spanish set=
tloments although it was o port the territory claimed by Spain as loate as
the administration of the Spanish Governor Carondelet who succeeded Don Esto=

on lMiro in 1791. At this time Spain claimcd territory even further north
than Tunice County ond concluded & treaty with the Chickasew by which they
became ollies of Spain and also grented the Spanish a site near tho mouth of
the Wolf River for the crection of a fort, This new fort was occupied a
Fort Prudhomme fcr 5 months before the signing of the treaty of San Lorcnzo
el Real in 1795, fixing the 3lst degree of north latitude as the “oundary bo-
twecn Spain end the United States.® The retificction of this treaty placed
the Chickasew lands vithin the undisputed boundaries of the Urited States,
although it was in possession of and under ebsolute control of the Chickasaw
Nation, The Spanish left no merl of their period on the county, They mode
no settlement, and there ore no Spanish plage nomes in the county,

French Period

From thet day in June 1541, vien the DeSoto expedition crossed over in=
to Arkensas, the inhabitents of the county were vwithout knovledge of the
white man until July 1873, when Marquette cnd Joliet descended the Missis=
sippi as far as the 34th pc,rallcl.86 After they had rcceived _news of the

angerous inhabiterts of the lower valley, they turned back, Five years
later Robert Cavalicr de LeSalle received @ commission from the Fronch gove
ernment to explore the great river ct his own expenses On February 6,
1682, thc expedition regched the Mis 551pp1 River, which LaSalle na med the
Colbért, As he descended the lover roaches of the’river he vcnt more ofton
to v151t the Indien tribes on shore, cor sent Tonti tc them as an advance
courier, Thus the French met the Chickasevw and cther Indian tribes of Mise
sigsippis By March 22, 1 the oxpeditior had reasched the 3lst parallcl
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Historicel Sketch (First entry, pe79 )

of latitude; Tunica County lics within the 34th parsllel, On April 9, 168%,
laSallec took possession of the entire Mississippi valley in the ncme of the
King of Franco,s9 Oving to the death of LeSallc, it was not until 1699 tha
the French began the settling of Mississippi. As cerly as 1701 the Chectaw
Izdians appealed te the French for help against thelr cnermies the Chickasaw,
vho separstcdé the French settlements in the Illinois country fron those on
the lower Mississippi. Hany French homos were being cstablished, oven os

far as the Yazoo, This exponsi of the French scttlements was often the re=
gult of unjust aggression, accomplished with cupidity end misconduct that
crcoted unconcecled hatred in the minds of the warlike Chickesav, After the
Frernch destroycd the Natchez Indians, the pitiful remnents of that people
were reccived by the Chickasaw, who rcfusec to deliver them to their enemics.
This was the beginnirg of the Chickasaw Viers, during which the French plagcd
their Indien cllies, the Tunica, Choctaw cnd others, ageinst cach other,

here is no doubt that the French were quite as much to blame for the
nt warfarc betvcen she Chickasaw Nation and themselves os viere the
In the first ChickesaWw Var the Indicns sued for peace in 1740, and
ords Bienville concluded a regular treaty of peace with a deputa=
tion of Chickesew chiefs and warriors, Within 3 wmenths Bienville himseif
suggcsted that prace botween the French end Chickasow be postponcd "in order
thet the Choptew might avenge theuselves on their enemics cnd thus weaken
then (the Chickesaw) the morc." Agein in 1746, the Marquisc de Vaucrouil re=
fuscd to trecat with the Chickasaw unless the Choctaw werc pcrties to the
treatye. Although the French burn , few villeges and dcstrcyg% Chickasaw
fields, they.cculd not weeken their pever as sn Indian nation,® and the
Chickasow remeined o scparsating wall between the northern end southern col-
onies that in the end meent English suprcmacy in North America,”

So far: as Tuni
thoiy rulee Noiple

8 County is conccrncd, the French lcft rothing to mork
hets ]

c
o rames remoin and ne settlenents were ncdes

BEnglish Period

X ¢ ¢ laid elaim to all land in the
lMississippi Velloy throug 0 . Grant moace in 1629-30 by Charles I

of Bngland. A century later the provinco w“o corgig vos crcoted and extend=
od westvard as far as tho Mississippi River, and Jancs Oglothorpe, with

his colonists froa the debtors! prisons of England, began to nake settlementse
It is significant of the Chickasaw prowess in var that Governor Oglethorpe
should scek cut, through e thousand miles of wilderncss, their tribo, to

noko o treaty of friendshipe. The treaty was conclucded and bocame the foun-
cation of mutual rcspcct of the people. The Chickasoy legrned many things

5 to the M
Rowland, Heart
Ibid., 239-<40.
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friw the English, espccially tho art of cefensive warfare behind earthworks, 95
. the English were forced to respect their gavege frionds, for the Chick-
asowW did not breek a trecty m1tn the English.”® Traders camc into tup coun-
try and scttlers ceame into placcs 1n the c“stcrn part of the Chickesaw Coun=
try, but at no tie did aryone rule ti ¥ seW Nation seve its own chicfs
Tho territory thet is now Tunica County remained frec from white settlers
still a virgin forcst when the Amcricans gained their indrﬂr:ﬂcrce,

1

hickesaw Nation became a part of the territory claimed by the United

Alcrican Pericd

ho Territorial government instituted in Mississippi by the Governnent
of tne United States included the Natchez District, the flrst Choctaw Ccssion
of 1806, the District of Mobilc, end in the last ycur of Mississippi os a
Territory, 1816, the larnd of the First Chickosow Cession, The central pert
of Mississippi was held by the Choctaw, and the cntire rorth end of the State
the Chickesaw Patiox.é Dur;r.L tulb tJnO tdc wrcs,it cou:ty of Tunice
without a white scttlement, m £10) 1160 the torri=
nothing is known of thein,.

From the beginning of State govermicnt, the precssvre of imiigration th&t
followed the westward nmoving cotton crop drove the Indiens out f the confine
of the State, ? end by 1832 the lest trcaty was signed that sold the lands
of the Chickasaw liation to the United Statcs Government. Four years later,
in 1836, thc Chiclwsaw Cession was opcncd to imuigrotion oand, as now countics,
tho divided lands of the Chickasew bogan their pert in the history of the
State. .Tunica County vas organized on Februery 9, 1836, but before this sctw
tlers hac begun to coie 1ntc the CVLLL" a5 is shovn by the number of "in-
prove ncrto" (v orts nention o} ald notes of tlie survey of th
luhus ceced by the Chiclkasavi. In fuct, ) ; into the new county
found many homes end & flourishing towm, e nced in 1834 by Thones
M, Pletoher, a helf=-breed Indiens It was th f the county's life un-

til destroyed by the lMississippi River in

Thc CHickﬂ av: Indians posscssecd that t of nind that enabled them to
white civilization, and ot sine of the Trecaty cof Pontotoc
ny of the Indiens th‘ ivir n Tunica County were for advanced
in civilization, MNany of then: vcre ferncrs and cwncd ncgro "1arcs, vith whose
labor they cultivatcd their ficlds In addition to the Indiuns, tliorc viere
nany white people scattcred tlirovgh the Chiclesaw Netion, who were instru-
mental in getting the treaty rat Yok rih: otoc he personal rights of

Milone, The Chicl
1( RGO
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thcir londs from en allotuont to the tribe

with the right to sell and convey individuelly,
and flor thls reason most of adc Tunica County decds arc traced back to the
Indian owrcrs This fret is ot alvieys rnoticcable becauce many of these {“-
dians hec acopted Brnglish neues, uncer which their lunds were conveyecd.
Mony of the Chickesaw had sonc degree of education, as wony of the land deecds:
were slgned by Cliickasaw o Gth & % signaturcs, although it is to
be noticed that the von

. the 511 ing of the treaty and the i gme~
tion of uhu I_ul.ns bc;oru tAL county began to £ill up with « highly intel-
ligent and vieglthy cleass of scttlcrs. ”“LJ cunic freom Virginia, the Carolines,
Goorpgic, Xentucky, and lCAKCS’OO, anc brought their Negroes with them to o=
pen up large plantations along the river front. These people formed a
group which has impresscd its characteristics upon the gen on following

ich has hed o lerge influence upon the history of the oounty and

¢iticn to the aristocratic planmter, nany men of the worlking olass
the county to elear lard for the planters and staycd to establish
These men are lmown in Tunica County's annaels os the "Doadeners, !
They were netive=born Aucricans. The county hed no foreign settlers, and
prectically all the native-born settlers were from the older Southorn states
however, some of the fauilies in the oounty boast of Chickasaw descent, one
fonily at (least still ownirg loand t wag never bought or sold but vas in=
herited directly from e Chickasaw Indiar The county has glways had o
largo Negro pOpul&tlw', aving. i . percentage of 85.8 black population,
: issippi county,™ "

County Orgenizeticn

On February 9, 1836, the legislaturce pass 5 act vwhercby the lands of
the Chickasaw Cession werc divided into 10 Bk vhl orc of vhich was Tunice.
Governoy ‘Lynch refused to issuc virits of election to thc new counties in 1836,
so that recpresentatives froi: th I Gf i ea 1 be scnt to the Legisloture
that was to nect in Cxtra scsgion in Janua ¢ His rofusel was ignorcd
by the boards of : ice, who held th > f~:' under loecal wWritse  Atitho
oxtra session in a great dobe arose on the legality of scating thesc
rep ?fcvtativcs, P "'2'\x “ffx‘ le v the cl:quuat Sargent S, Prontissg
but they were sccted notw t The first represcntative from Tunica

Tunica Times=Denocrat, July 15, 1926,

Ler.d Decd Hbccruu,lx,pp,ls 54, 174 985 L9 diiseciientrylide
Tunica Timcs-Democrat, Ju
Ibid,

Welker Wood (cds ond coiy
Sceretary of - Statc Lot
July 1, 41039, Pe 46; here
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Historical Sketch (First entry, pe 79)

County was Walter H, Bell, who served from 1836 to 1840.;08

The first county oificers were: John H, Bridges, sheriff; Thomas W,
Floyd, circuit clerk; Williaem Cameron, probate clerk; Edmond Hi Bridges, pro-
bate judge; James Wilson, treasurer; James N, Smith (president), Rutherford
J« Thornton, Villiam Phillips, John Ballard, and Jamcs S, Porter, mcmbers of
the board of gol“" James D, Mallam waes first State Scnator, scrving from
1837 to 1838,

Othcr promincrt citizcns of the county during pioncer days werc Richard
and Anthony S. Abbay, James Irwin, Charlcs end Samuel My, Byrd Sherrill,
Pcyton Skipwith, Stcphen Harbert, Andrcw Kerr, Thomas M. Flotcher, Alfred
Cox, Lortnzo A. Besaneon, Ronsomc II. Byron, David Weethers, John P, and
Robort Caruthcrs, end Hcnry P, Hcreldston,

The first county scat was Commercc, the oldest town in the countys. « It
woas founded in 18634 by Thomes li, Flctcher, a half-breed Choctow Indimn who
had bcon cdoptcd by the Chickes: 111 A Unitcd Stotes post officc was soon
csteblishecd, &nd as Commcreco had‘; finc decp-water landing, it was soon the
rivel of Mcmphis, Tonncsscec. It was recognized s onc of the principal eitics
of Nississippl ond shippcd morc cotton thanm eny other llississippi port cxcept=
ing Netchecz and Jlr{sburg. It vics the home port of o very finec river peocket,
the DeSoto, which had been built in Cincinneti for river trode. The Tiest=
orn Bonk vias established tlcrc, znd some of the benk notes issued by it are
still in existence in the county 113 4 bremeh office of the Nashville Marine
Insurance ond Trust Compony wos locatcd in tho town as vwell as several im-
portant mcroantile cstablishmentse One of the leading merchonts vns Gene Lo-
rcngo Ae Besancon, who had becn caitor of the Natchcz Frec T r“dcr, onec of the
forcuost ncwspapers in Lississippi in the 1820's end 1830's, TET0d vho vas
represcutative to the Legislaturce for Tur’ca County in 1840-1843," In 1t§
prime Commcrce boasted o population of £,000 whites and over 3,000 slaves, 0

Comnorce ves the most lmpertont river town in Mississippi north of
Vicksburg when o chartcr vins grented by the Legislature of 1837 to the Hers=
nendo Banking Company to construct a railrond from Hernende to Commercc.

Rowland, Officisl Regils Do 813

IMinutes of the Probate Cuh T @ ise s coltenbriv 4 $e

Minutcs of the Bocrd of Pelice, I, 1-50; scc cntry 1; liinutes of the
Probate Court, I, 1-.353 scc cntry 43,
Tunica Tincs=Denocret, July 15, 1926,

100 Yecors igo," (reprints of ncws itcm om the Commcreial, Aug. 28,
1840), Momphis Commcrcinl ;“Wc‘l, 8 4

Tunica Timcs—Dcmodef?'Jul* 15
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The company had bunV1n5 privileges ond a capital stock of $100,000. Later
it borrowed $200,000, The roacdbed was conplete and ready for the reils when
the charter was 1cvokeu under the drastic banking laws passed during the lNe-
Nutt adninistretion, 1840-1843. The railrcad woas never finished and the
board of police made a turnpike of the roadbed. It is the county road
that now runs from Commcrce through Robinsonville to Hernandoe

Commorce lost its importance in the early 1840's vhen a change ‘in the
currcnt of the Mississippi River destroycd the entire business scction of the
tovme Feor of its coumplete destruction causped the board of police to move
the ecounty scat to Austin in 13848,

The county rccords show that the board of police did nothing toward
building a courthouse until November 1847, The first volume of the minutes
of the board of police is nissing, but the seccond volume shows that from 1844
to 1848 the county rented fromn Jamcs licPherscn, tho tavernkecper at Comn ECC’
his. barroom and other rooms to be used &s & ecourtroon ond uurty officess
A roony to be used as an office for the prebate clerk was reonted frow James
Fite of Commerces” At first the remt_ for the tavern rooms vies $50 a yoar, 122
but in 1845 thec rent was raised to y75. 123

4\1
t

Apparcently this arrangemont worked satisfactorily until the fall tern

of court in l&47, but on October 4 of that ycar, James MoPhcrson presented

o. bill to the board of police "for furnishing the jury with lights end for
dermages sustained Beds, Furniture, & By Swid Jury." Perhaps o pioneer jury
shut up over night in o berroon did damage not only to the furniture but al-
so to the tavern's stock of hard liquor as well, McPh%;son was paid for the
loss sustained by the issucnce of county werrant 173,12 1t is not lmown
whether the board of police was influenced by the roistering jury, or by the
ceath of Janes McPherson in November 1847, 125 but on Novcﬁbbr le, 1847,

he boord levied a special tox to be used for "procurring and fitting up o
suitable house to be used as Courtroom and Clerlkts officos."l‘“6 John Pe
Caruthers, county treasurer, reported to the bLoard at the Pebruary mecting in
1848 that he had $150 of the special courthouse tax, 27 on receipt of this
encouraging news, a commnittee compouod of Ransome He Byrn, Richard Abbay, and
John P. Caruthers was eppointed to procure a suitable house and have it fitked
as & courthousc, 28 The commissioners reported to the board of police on

Memphis Commercial A,Ucal, Aug. 28, 1940; Tunica Timcs=Domocrat, July
15, 1926 "Tand Deed Reccords, A, p. 13 sce entry 12,
Minutcs of the Board of Polico, I, 60,

54,

13,

43.
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February 28, that they liad purchascd from Gole - Ransome He. Byrn a housc

end lot containing 1 ccre of ground (Lot 5, Block 13 in thc city of Commerec),
and hacd contracted to have the house. fitted in a neat and comfortable manncr,
well encloged with o fenece, and that it would be rcady for use "in a very

few deysM

On Fcbruary 29, 1848, thc board of policc ordcred the clerk to issue
warrants for the following accounts: "Worrent mo, 235 for $12 to Anthony S.
Abbey of Comercc, for creceting 2 horsc=racks and for a cord of firowood for
the courthousc; Warrant nmo. 236 for $230.44 tc Rain ond Russcll, repairing
cand fitting up courthousc; Warrant no. 237 for $100 to Viilliam Cocks for
building chimncy and plestcoring courthousc; Warrant no, 238 for $28 to Henry
Russcll for cxtra work on courthousc; worront no. 239 for '7.?70 to John P,
Ceruthers for locks, hzspings, butts & furnished by him for the courthouse;"”
end warrent no. 247 was issucd to Cols Rensomc H, Byrn for $200 as the full
purchase price of the courthousc, 130 Thig littlc building, constructed of
brick mede by slave labor, was origineclly the gstation of the stapgc-coach linc
that ron to Conmmcrec, the stoblc for the coach horses being built noarby,
and when the town was practically destroyed by the river, it wes nob nocded
for its original purposcs Tho propcrty had belonged to Thom: 1 ¥ Flctcher,
who seold his property in Commcrcc to Ransome i, Byrn in 1843 Aftcr the
county scat moved to Austin in 1848, the board of police authcrizod the usc
of ‘the little courthcouse as & schoolhouse and o church, f?d fortawhidellan
ves the postofficc. Iater, it vas ordered sold to the highest bicldcr,132

‘:_)

1
but it wes nobt until thrcce such:ordors n:d bccn me.de thgt it passcd back in-

to the hands of Rensomoc: H. Byrn.. Vhcn the Byrn property was purchascd by
the Abbay femily, it beecame & part of bnc Commcrce Plantation and is now used
the ploantation offficec building. It is lept in ¢ sple “did stote of repair
~ the grecat-grendchildreon of Richord Abkc who boug nt it for the county,
and who was the first whitc man to buy lend in Tunlcu Cuunty.l3

A village called Peyton wos cstablﬁﬂh”d on Fr ctional Scction 21, Towne
, Renge 12 as carly as 1838, It was locatod ot whet is now eallod
» lonéinge Aftcr Commcrec wes partially des nrﬂycd, Peoyton was tried out
o temporary county soab in 1844, but owing +n the svompy ‘.turc of the
1 nd surrounding the little tovm, Lhc county officers wont back o Comncroets4
The courty must have cwned, or wes in chargo of the town site nf Pcyton, bow
couse in 1844 lots werc sold in Pcybton by the board of policec, 10 percent cf
tho purchesc price being cash, Aftcr returring to Commcrce, the toard of po=
lice peid bock to ccrtain purchasars of ;eyLon lgtq, their cash poyments, and
ﬁrduro& gho probote clerk to carcel their notcs and the title bords to the
lotss,

Ibid., 55,

Ibid., 57-658.

Land Dcecd Records, C, pe 157,
Minutcs of the Boarcd of Polico,
Tunica Tires-Domocrat, July 15,
Fbid,
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Although the board of policc, through its commissioners, had purchascd
and fitted up a courthouse in C:mmcrcc c~rlv in February 1848 the determi-
nation of the citizens to build o new county seat thet would bc safe from
coving river banks persisted, and the Legisleture was petitioned for permise
sion to moke the move. The permission was gronted, and an eleetion to decide
on the location of a new seut wos held throughout the aounty on June 5, 1848,
On June 19, 1848, the board of police appointed commissioncrg to receive such
donations as might be given by the citizens for the use and benefit of the
county, to lay off cll lends donated into town lcts, and to sell them to the
highest bidder, 136 On the following day the commissioners, John P. Caruthers,
Richard Abbay, Elijeh B. Bridges, Wiilliam iouck, and Byrd Sherrill were au-
thorizcd to l“v effiinto to lots the 20 acres of land donmated to the coun=
ty as a town site cnd to SclI o8 mony os vierc deemed udvisable,prov1dmithqydld
not sell more than one-fourth of the lots; and they were further ordered to
let 2 contract for the building of & courthouse on one of the lots. The

and, situated in Section 15, Towns “13 5, Range 12 Hest, was given by Judge
Austin Miller, enéd the board in his honor ordered that "”gc game shall fron
this time be known end designaoted by the name of AUSTINM *°

A building committce composed of Galvin Berncs, Stephen Harbert, Henry
P, Heraldston, Elijah B, Bricges, and John P. Caruthers, wes appointed and
its report to th Hoarc statcs that the committec “hed reccived from Judge
Austin Miller o bond for title to a ccrtain picce of Ground conteining nears=
ly twenby acrcs of land," The courthouse was built facing the town square.

Al ofs the mat
Werei conatted, amnc 't
ceeding $250" was s

ricls and labor that could be sccurecd in Tunica County

e minutes of the board g” police tells us that "not ex=
cnt on the courthouse, Although the plans for the
courthouse are not existence and no persons are now alive who lived in
the county whon Austin was the county seat, something is known of it. It
vias built of logs wnd froatcd the ~town sguaroc, 40 Tts cistorns were located
in tho east and vest corncrs of the buildinge. These verc not burned when
the house weas destroycd by fire in 1863, and they werc again used when the
courthcuse was rebuilt after the Civil War, As thc cistorns werc 60 feot &=
part, the courthouse vas epproximctely 60 fect wide. These 2 cisterns, as

& part of the courthouse, Verc in cherge of the shecriff, and it was & misde=
meanor, with o fine of §5 for cach offense, for the public to usc water from
then ecxgept as, drinking wobere =+ The c1stbrns were a gift to the county
from Judge Austin liller, who was granted the "priviledge of building the
cisterns ot his own cxpensc." The courthouse was rcnoﬂclcd in May 1858, @nd
the entirc housc was plastercd inside and v.ectherboarded outsides The com=
nissioners for this work vere Johnson 0Weal, ullllan S+ Boskin, Joames Irwin,
Franklin Neblett, and Byron Jernagin, ond they were authorized to use their

€
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5
own discretion in regard to meterials and wcr?crs.l4d In July 1857, Robort

H, Humphreys, the sheriff, ssked to be allowcd to build, at his personal ex-
pensc, cnother office acdjoining the sheriff's office. Pormission was granted,
and carly in 1858 the shcriff roportod to the board that he hed moved the

iron sefe into the new vfficce

On Doccmber 15, 1848, en orfcr %es issued by Isamc Shclby McPeak, presi-
dent of the board of police, to Blijah Bs Bridges, to advise residents of
cach police distriet that the Cfnrtu of justice would from that time be held
in the new county seat of Austin, 4%

The county dicd not build « jeil urtil 1855s Up until this time, pris=-
oners. wero boarded out in both Coalioms rnd DeSoto Counties.t45® The first

jeil was evidently not a good ome ior in 1859 the county paid a rewamd for
"oscepod fugitives froum the jeil in Austin,"1*8 sftor this, the board of po-
.lice ordevediainew Jailitio  be built of brick, Hlon th e plan es the jail

in Batesville," ond this building, ocosting $5,000, wes finishod in lMay 1860147

The new county scat grew into a prosperous river town of over 2,000
pcople. 1 On June 25, 1863, tho Dicna, & gunboat containing troops under
Brigs Gone Ae W, Ellvtt bﬁ'ru, londed at the wherf, and the soldiers burned
Austin, the courthouse first of all,l%

With the county rccogrizcd &s "occupied territory" and continuc.lly over=
run by Union soldicrs, enrd nost of the county officers in tho Confledorate
Army, the olé nen who compesed the board of police kept the governmental' ors
gonization of the county in their hands and held their meetings when and
vhore they could. The first meeting after the burning of the courthouse was
held on Saturday, August 10, 1863, at the home of Te Be Turner, who lived
in the part of the county cclled Harbert's Eend, about 16 miles below Austin,
ILater in the year, roons to be as county offices were rented at the rosi=
dence of Dr,. Jamncs Creowford N n, the probete judge, and these rooms were
used until 1866 when the sccond courthousc at Austin was builte. In December
1866, the board of police issuecd werrants in the cmount of $600 for rent on
those rooms, but these werc not paid becausc «ll varrants issued by the board
who had served uncer the Confcedcracy were. declored null and void by the
"Roconstruciion" board.l8l As the rooms in the Nelson residence were not

4

large cnough, the hall a:d parlors at the home of Drs Fe Ae OWon werc rented
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for-the te¥m of circuit court held in 1886 ,-52 .

After the downfall of the Confederacy, Tunica County, far away from rail-
roads, was left in pesce for a short space by the Union, and the county offi-
cers elected by the people under the Confederacy remeined in office. During
this time, the board of police determined to rcbuild the courthouse, and on
November 29, 1865, commissioncrs were appointed to rcecive plans for the crec=
tlon of a courthouse and jails The commissioncrs werc Jamcs S. Houck, Jona-
than Bostick, W. H, D. Wendel, T4 B. Turncr, and Dr, John Has?gsPhillips,
and they madc their rcport to the board on December 11, 1865, The plans
for the new courthouse were drewn by John A. Jcnkinisand Company of Austin,
the county paying $50 for plens and spceifications,: The cormittee appoint=
ed to lot contracts for the courthousc and jail was composcd of: We H. Ds
Wiendel, Te Be Turner, and Franklin Neblett, The courthousc was built accord-
ing to the plans submitted Yerohn.A. Jenkins and the jeil vas to be a copy
of the jail burnod in 1863199

Bids for the building of both courthouse and jail were advertised for
in the Pamola Star, & nowspaper published in Penola, Mississippi, the bids
being taken end the contracts let at public outery in the tovn of Austin on
the first Monday of llay 1866. The contract for the courthouse was let to
Ts Be Turncr of Tunica County, who bid $23,500, the jail to William He Bounds
of Austin, for $6,250.7°° Thc building coumittec to supervise construction
of both buildings was composcd«of Dre Jamos Eronklin Sample, .sheriff ; Dr.
John lMoson Phillips, probate clerk; and Franklin Neblett, & citizen of Aus=

tine ol i The Jjedll was reported finished on the second Monday of August 1866,
The commissioners reported thet not only had all plons and specifications
been carried out by tho contractor, but also, thot he had done additional
work "highly nocessary to the comfort and pigwcr furnishing of the jail that
had been overlooked in the specifications.® 8

Worrents werc issued to lire Bounds in the amount of $6,250 on August 13,
1866, and the boaxd of police ordered that the jail be used as a courthouse until
the courthouse was finished."?

In building the courthousc somo changes were made in the original plans.
"A Spiral Iron Stair Case & Platform in front of the courthouse with doors
to enter from the outside, and with iron columns to support the same" were
contracted fore The price for the iron stgircaso and for the benches and
the jury box for the courtroom vias $4,350s The spiral stairs were made
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of filagree iron in an cleboratc design, with a filagrec iron floor on the
upper stalr landing called the gallery.

The building committece rcported the courthouse finished and recady for
ococupancy on Christmas Eve day 1866, cnd county warronts were issued to the
contractor for his work.. Aftor tulq o fcnee was built cround the entire
courthouse and jail lot, .and the board contrected with T. Be Turner to re-
peir, clcan out, and build sheltors over the county cisterms, "o make them

c1l mennecr complete to supply water to the county offices and jail," The
cisterns were repaired, pumps installed, lettice cistern houses built, and
gutters so oonstructed that the water from the courthousec would run into the
cistcrns,

On Jenuary 7, 1867, a ncw board of peolig 'c, with the exoccption of tho
member from Beat 3, was sworn into of‘ico,l The pecoplc of the county had
vanted the courthousc rebuilt, but it was not until the courthouse was al=
most finished that thoy recalized what paying for it would mean to the tux-
payers. The board of police had promiscd thc contractors that the board
would make provision for j ,' for the courthousc ard jail at the regular
October mceting, cnd : hat meo Cing it levicd 100% upon the State tox to
ncet regular county expenses the county poor fund, and 600% to pay
for the courthousec and jei This action oecurrod about & month beforc
tho lovember clcctln‘ ol ’ﬁ Jcruary when the county's ncw board of police
took office, only o mber of the board that had levicd the taxes in Qcto=
ber, Jauaes S. doack of Beat, 3, V.ias on the new board, ! The first 'order. of the
new board. rescinded the spcelal tax lovicd in Qctober and ordered the sheriff
not to collect tho tax,. Jamcs Houck protested egainst this orﬁcr and declared
it was dishonorablc to lecave the contrectors holding worthless county wars
rants, and he had his prufcst sprcad upon the ninutes, 164 Thc boerd adjournw
ed and no guorum was tc be hed until ey vhen Ecdwerd Dole, president of the
board, ordercd that the board mcct "to teke into consideration the payment,
the suspension or the ropudistion of the tox assessed for the courthouse cand

joils!  Nothing wos done ot the mecting, 185 1y the meentine, the contractors
sucd the county for the moncy due then according to their controcts, and al-
though the board of police hired We Fo Dowd to represent the county, 6 the
desision of the chencellor wes for the contpactors and the CCCECC to pay
then was issued at the October ter:m of chancery ccurt in 1867.

It is not known how this netter would have beecn settled if Tunica Coun=
ty had continued to govern itsclf, but on liarch 26, 1867, Mississippi vios
placed in the Fourth Military District undecr the command of Brevet Brigedier
Geners)l Re 0, Cs Ord, whosc hcadquerters were at Vicksburg. °® For & short
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while no ch&n”c wes mede in the county's bfilceru, but in Jeruhry 1868, Isaac
Boatnan was pointed by Gene Ord as sheriff of Tuni Cfuntv tnmn wa
the first of tho carpct-baggers. appointcd in the c,antv On Jgnuhry 8,
1868, the General ordercd tho board of police and the sheriff to corry out
the uccrcc of the chancery court and collget the emount duc tho conbractors,
John L4, Jenkins, onc of the comtractors, hed dicd during the litigation, and
the administrator of his cstate had been issued new county warrants to the
anount of $4,35O.l70

About the middle of April, Gen, Ord ordered that no clcctions could he
hcld and thet eny county office becoming vacant could be reported to him and
the place would be filled by appointuent., A rcgistration of all noles vas
ordercd so that the Negroes oovlg vote, 171 ond in Tunica County, registrars
cre sent throughovt the county so tunt no Negrocs would be nissed., These

en werc paid $7.50 per day and somc of then worled for as much as 66 days e
Sovcral persons were eppointed to eot as rogistrars iv cach police cdistrict,
and all who wvere registered vicre rcguired to teke the "iron clad oath mhlch
disqualified §garly &1l of the white voters of the county cnd the State of
Mississippi.

Dre Je 1L, Phillips, the probate clerk, wes left in office until early
1869, when Cole JFMLS W wquess, who had served in the Union Army as Col-
onel of en Illinois rcgiment, vos appointed in his placcs The lost mco&-
ing of the board of Jol*cc clected by the people was held in January 1869. !
ALt the next eeting, which was helc in June 1869, a new bogrd of police ap=
pointed by the Militory Cormmander, ves sworn into office.

An election vias held in November 1869, During this month, tho assess=
nent roll was remnde by order of Gon. fLdelbert imes, the board of pe
passing on his order .t its October mectings. At this mcecting the board or-
Cored thet all voteors rust pay & poll tax of 31, 1 The assessxment roll,
made for tho third time in a year, was presented to the board on Detember
13, 1869.17

In January 1870, Frank S« Belcher, a Northerner who came to gunica County
fron Comhome. County, was mede sheriff in place of Isaac Boatrnne 9 . Boote
nen had scrved in the Union Army end was fulrly decent in his treatment of

the people, and old oitizene of Tunica County declare he lost the office of

Hinutcs of the Board of Policc,ITI, 1003 Tunica Times=Denocrat, July
LB 926

Minutes of the Board of Police, III, 10l.

Rowland, Heart of the South, II, 141,

Minutes of the 57555—0f Supervisors, I, 60; sce ontryide
Rowlend, Heart of the South, II, 142,

Minutes of the Board d—~:$T1cc, T a1 @5

Ibid., 124.

Ibid., 125,

Ibid., 140.

Ibid.

Thidyp M42s
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shoriff becouse ho’tricd to.be:.foir-to:the white pooplc.}gow

At the November cleetion in 1871, with the cxceptions of the shoriff,
the clerk of the board, and the troasurer, the county officers elected were
Negroess The sheriff wos Capts: Martin: J. Monning, who hac been an officer
in o New Jecrscy regiment in the Union Army, and who had come south aftor the
var to help rcconstruct the country, and the i%&rk, Columbus W« Dunnawey,
was the stepson of the newly=clccted sheriff,

For 2 yecars previously, toxes hed climbed higher and higher. All coun=
ty woarrants had been cordercd brought to the courthouse end registered, and
very cnc issucd by Ehc cfficere clected under the Confederato government
vos declared wvoids The county had issucd meny of these warrants, heving
d e¢ll county debts with thcwm, end this order causcd suffering to those
who hed received them for work or goodss In 1877, the county wes in a des-
ratc situation. Levlessness wes roampont throughout the county, and the
il so full of law=breakers that the Negro bocrd of supervisors, not lmow=
ng whet to co with surplus prisoners, ordered gt their Janucry term that 17
men guilty of verious offenses, who had been tried and sentonced, &hould be
turned loose in order to mcke room for others vwho had been arrcsted for other
erimes,

-
C
i
o

Capte : Menning, the sheriff, was wmurdcred Jonuary 24, cnd ot 2 speeigl
ternm of the board Feburary 5, 1877, the office of sheriff wos declored vas=
J J 2
cant and an eloction was ordcred to £ill thclg%cancy. He Te Coffec wos

elocted and sworn into office in March 1877,

Shortly before lenning's death a semi-militery cempany was orgenized in
the cocunty under the cormiend cf Capbs’ Jde Be Porkinse The nen were fur=
nished needle guns by Gove Johu M. Stonc whe named them "The Tunica Rifles,"
but the Gounty poople called thom the "Red Shirts," their uniform being grey
trouscrs, & tightly fitted scarlet shirt or jacket buttoned dewn tho front
with brass buttons and & tall-crowned, black felt hat. For a time, these
men patrolled the roads leading into Austin eas a protcction to the people of
the countye Practically all of the company were former Confederate soldiers
or sons of Confcdercte soldiers, and they gradually put down radical rule
end reresteblished county government along its original forme The organizo=

n held firm until the county vas seafely Demooretic and in the controll of
own people agains

It was not until the November cleotion in 1877, thet o white man was

1

Infornation obtained from lMr. Ee. Me Dougherty, Tunica, Mississippi,
Dece 27, 1940, by Ellen Farrcll.
Minutes of the Board of Suporvisors, I, 58,

18,

394,

399

401,

Tines=Denocrat, July 15, 1926, and April 15,
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agein on the board cof supervisors. %t the clection thrce white nen vwere e=
lected to membership on the boarcd. Within a short time one of the two
rencining Negro meubers resigned, and o ““ite men was clicoted in his steads
By the Mny torm only one Negro, Jarics Rainoy of Beat 2, wins o supcrvisor,

The sherif{f vies Isacc L. HcKoe, but Edward Carter, o chro reneined as coun=
ty clerl,. 88 At tho oloction ir November 1879, J. B, Stone wes cleccted coun=
ty clerk in placc of Ecwarc Cortore:89 Thig Nogrc wes clected superintendent
of cducation in 1880, and it wos not until 1884 that 2ll the county officers
werc white Deomoorstsetd ¢

It would seem that coach pcriod of govermicntal orgenization in Tuniocn
County, the piornecr, th ﬁntxbcllum, s alol rcco:structlox, he.d been acconpanicd
by the buildirng of a new courthousge 91 The pericd between the Reconstruction
end the Wiorld War was truc to form. In 1882, one of thc most destructive
overflows of the yuu575510p1 River occurcde. The leveec broke at the town of
Austiz‘zg o block of storcs at the end of Comicrce Street going into tho cre=
VoSS After tho watcr wert down, the large sand-bar coposited by tho rive
gr, Just_in frort of the town, rmade it impossible for steanboats to lond et
Austin, Tho highveter of 18L4 cdded to the sandebar, anc Austin was an
inland towri.

In 1884, the first railrood wos built in the ccu;ty, the Louisville,

ans and Texas, row tho linc of the Yazoo and iMississippi Vallecy Rail=
Severalisnell villages bogen along the line of the railrcad, and

soon tlc planteors in the county got their freight cnd meil from these placess
Austin hed no comnnection with rail or river and conscquently it wes slmost
inaccessibles The legislature was petitioned for pernission for the resi=-
cdents in the county to change the county seots An act vies passed directing
the olecction to be held April 12, 1888, ot all prccincts in the countys
Tunica, e small tovwn in Beat 2 located on the new nailroad, was sclocted 199

Tho land for the location of the new co £ il wos doncted.,
The town site of Tunica had originally wier Harris, who
had laid it iout irto town lots in 1884. ) Sl
holdings to Robert Clell Irwin, o former Confederate solcdi Iire Iuwin

Iiinutcs of the Board of Supcrvisors, I, 400, 469,

Ibide, 501.

Ibl( 101Gy ]'I, 63,

Ihlg., 207; Officicl Bonds, I, 280-300; scc entry 32,

Tinutes of the Board of Police, I, 43, 67; Ibid., III, 57, 733 Minutes
of the Bocrd of Suporvisors, III, 139, T

Informotion obtaincd from liss Nollie Bracdy, Austin, liiss., Jane 2,
1941, by Ellen Farrcll,

Tunica Times=Democrat, July 15, 1928

Ibid. - S

Tinutes of tho Boerc of Supcrvisors, III, 81,

Land Deed Records, Q, pPpe 95, SC,

Tunice Tines=Democrat, July 15, 1926,
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red bgagk structure, and it is fireproof. The courthouse burned January s
1920. It 'ai insured for $36,000, which was not more than the value of
the furniturec, :

It was 2 v% E before tho board of supervisors approved o planiifor/ a
new courthouse During this tizme a frome building was used by the officerss
Lifter the courtaousc vias finished, this building was given to the WL.&L'E
Club in 1923, It is still uscd as a corwumity housc and public librarye. 17

Indians in Tunice County

Not all of the Chickas §Eslcft Tunica County when the migration to Okla-
hona took plece eftor 1852, Some of the farilies staycd in the county,
anong then the MeKinnoys. This Indien fanily was prominont beforc the for-
gutlon of the county. On the map of Fractional Township 5, Range 12, Yiest,
of Tunica County, a ccrtificd copy from the United States Land Office of tho
original let as drovm by the survcyors of the land ceded by the Chickesaw,
five roads gro sheown, all of which lead to tho MoKinney home which is located
on the mape Five nembers of the fanily cre listed in the original land
cecds es roceiving land os rembors of the Chickasaw Nation: IS gc lcKinney,
Laltepah;dhi/givife 52 Clallfu BEcaward, 6 ana Polly licKinney, MhO nnre.
ricd & men naned Sl n. Isaoc leKinney lived in Tunica Countv until his death
in thg winter of 1845, 218 being “t that tine a meuber of the board of po=
lice. His wife wasg namod uJ'cr G in the decds made to her this is
the only nanc given. O The deed :V';' v hin end her jointly are signoed
"Isaac MeKinncy end lekereh, his ﬂ' ¢ licKinneys' holdings yggo sec-
tiona A0 ey 14 a5l 20,0421 28, Township 5, Renge 12 Vest, the
townsite of the tovm of Austin bei Yol of the ola lMcKinncy hluco. He
was one of the county's carliest ; TS aﬁd the deed books show thet he
owned slaves., Hisiear-sierk and bron cottle is the first registereoc
earrnark in the county records, being in the book of original deceds and reads
as follows: "Swallow fold in g nd o snoothe orop and under=bit
in tho right car and his brend L : o registration was mede on

Ibide

Ibide, dJon. 19, 1920,

Tinutes of tho Board of Supcrvisors, XI, 44,
Tunica Times-Denocrat, July 15, 1526,
Ibid,

Ficld Notes,: perl4, scec.ontry @5,

Lond Decd Rccords, i, pe' le

Ibid,

B ehepie 184

Minutes of the Board cf Pclice, I, 10
Ibid,

Tand Deed Rooords, A, pe le

Ibid,

TbId e PDe £, 118, 15T e

Thidey ops X053, 10a.

Tbids, pe 399,
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August 7, 1857.d25 MeKinney was onc of the citizens of the county who bought

lots in thc town of Poytonm, when it wos considered as a county sito. His

noncy was roturncd to hin by the board of police in October 1845, and the

bonds of title vicre oro|rcd cengcole .226 lMeKinney Lakc and Bayou arc naned

or, this man. ‘None of ] ‘enily lives in the county, the lest McKinnecy have
*died iin sthe {1870 s,

Anotheor Chickesaw India5 vho romaincd in the county wos Benjanin Love,
me of the Chickascw chicfs.%® There is wo roccord of his death, ond it is
possible that he moved from the county and rojoined his tribes Hc es
late as 1848 he was & ci cn of Tunica County, for at the
of tho board of policec in tha ar he was allowcd 4 dgllar
clerk of the elcction at Cor on November 2, 184 '7.589 Ho an
Cr Um‘ry Love, ccrtificd cs chiefs of the Chickasaw, the grostor

he C(C of the Chickasaw vhen they sold their land after thc Troaty
t"o enry Love lived in and was a citizon of Mnrshell County, Mis
in 1843, as is shown by an indenburc on rccord_in this county Th(;uir
lien on lands in Tunica County owned by hin,

An interpreotcr of the Chickasaw Nation, Llexander ;;pzl‘s, who was one
of the official intecrpreters at the Treaty of Pontotoo, 282  and who is de=
scrited in the TCC”TdS of Tunica County as "o native born- oitizon of the
Chickasaw Nation,' 3% vas ;n the county as late es 1851, as shovn by rea=
ords in the charcery vault.”

Thorns Ne Fletcher was cnother of the county's Indion citizens. [e was
Wwo

half white and half Choctaw but wos adopted into tho Chickasaw Nation

His wife was o Chickosow Vﬂ;ag”:wuod Sarahs  Fleotchor was the founder of Con=
neroe, the first county soat.““® Heo vas elooted to seyeral county offices
and servod as reprcscntative for Tunice County from 1843 to 1844, fig

two song, Joshua and St mol, re Confederote soldiers, menbers of Saunders!t
Scoutse During the Civil Var they nade many trips.in and out of the be=
sigged city of Vicksburg, carrying pow o tho Confederates, and Samuel

ik '

was the first to slip i he towy ing past the Union gunboats on

Minutos of the Board of Police, I, 8
Informotion ot 1 Ko Me Doughtery, Tunica, liisse., Doce 26,
1940, by Ellon Forrell.

Land  Decd Records, {, peslie

Minutcs' ofl the Board of Police, I, %2.
Iend Deed Rocords, L, Pps 14, x7, 50, 62,4
and Decd Records, B, ppel24<-126.
Thadisaiiin, tpeiide

Thia8, e By

Wills cnd Inventories, De

Tunica Tincs-=Democrat, July

Ibid.

TRowland, Official Rogistcr, p. 229,
lMemphis Cormerecicl-Appoal, Junc 4,
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239

a logs.
I'letchers had no ChllLFCR but

i

his property, and a descendant of the stepdaug

Semucl Fletcher married Mrs. N. B. Byrn of Tunica County. The

¢l Fletcher's two stepchildren inherited
ter, Blanche Byr: 5 in 1926
he Flotoher land.<%0

was living in the county and owned a part of

t
Another Chickasaw Indian whosc descendants arc in the county was Jamcs
3 e . 4
S. Porter, who was the grandfather of Mrs. Isabclle Miller Scaifc.?4l He
ves one of the county's most influenticl pioncer citizens. He T%;LL member
of the board of police when Tunice Ccunty wes organized in 1836,%“*° and he

served several torms on the board. He also served on grand jurics, as road
gqmjéoner, on jurics of review, as appreiser of Cubdtbu, cnd os road over-
seere Wi Ho owned e dlargo Llalbutlo“, and his'g ter has in her pos-
session the land ':'~t mede ot the Treaty of Pontotoc -ned by Prcsident
Martin VurBurcu, that gove him o portion of land as nber of the Chicke=

sow Tribe. Mr. Porter 1cd and operated o ferry from Tuniga County to
Helena, Arkansas, which he sold in 1847 to Strong and Halbert. 5 He married
Miss Panny Weethers, the deughter of Devid Wuguq\ru, one of tho county's
plonecr citizens gnd o l;r”c property owner. They hed four children, David,
Jomes, Frederick, and Mary Ann. All of James Porter'!s sons vicre Confederpte
soldiers, cnc one of then, Frcdericlk, was killed at the Battle of Fredericls-—
burg. His niece, Mrs, Scaifc, owns the Bible which he had in his pocket when
he was 11%10 and which wias sent home by &« cheplain of the Union Army who
found it." The descendents of James 8. Porter == his granddaughter, two
eat~grandsons, and their children —~ live in or near Dundee,

¥

Relations between the whites end their Indian ncighbors were friendly.
It would appear from the old county records, Minutes of the Board of Police,
linutes of the Probate Court, and wills and inventories, that no /r(Juﬂlcc
existed ot all between the Chickasaw and the whites, as the 2 ruc inter=
morricd frequently. Many of the Indian families had taken English nomcs
long before the treaty, and it is difficult to tell whethor the vﬂrly county
officers werec white or Indian,

Agriculture

Tunice County is one of the lcading cotton-producing countics in the
State. It has elways been strictly an agriculturcl county, and has only
incorporated town, Turnica, and fow villeges. Almost all of the county

2894.,Ibidig Tuhica Times-Dénodred, Junc. 2, 1927,
240, 1Ibid., July 15, 1926,
241, TInformation obtaincd from lirs, Isabelle ii, Scoife, Dundee, Miss., Jan.

2,941 by Bl len Furrcl;.

242, Rowlend, Heart of tho

243, Minutes of the Bonrd

244, Information obtained from lirs. Isabollo M. Senife, Dundee, Miss,, Jan.
2, 1941, by Ellen Farrell.

AE

<25, Iand Deed Records, A, p. 191,

=6, liinutes of the Board of Poliece, I, 31,

<«iT. Informetion obtained frowm Mrs. Isabelle M. Scaife, Dundee,
2, 1941, by Ellen Ferrcll.
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population are farming people, and the vast najority: are Nogrocs.248 Farn-
ing on & large scale has been done in the county for a centurys The inven=
tory of an estate made in 1851 shov.s that coven then great plantations were

in cultivetion. This inventory shows the veluation of personcl property and
chattels on the estate totalled $168,219,75, In addition to many slaves,
livestock, tools end other farning equipment, $3,750 worth of corn vas listed
ot 40 cents a bushel, 602 hogs, 12,200 pounds of pork in the smokehouse, end
428 hoad of oattle.2%d

The assessed valuation of farns gnd
anc 133,985 ecres arc in cultivctiﬁm.g O yntil Decerber 13, 1940, a total of
40,211 bales of cobton had bocn ginnec, o decline of 12,966 boles from the
1939 crop of 53,177 bales.” 2oL Howevcr, & lorgo part of the crop was noti pickm
ed becoause the cotton matured lete.

j

8

(2}

_1

Lunbering
Tunica County produces both cypress hardwood timber. Before the
county was settled the ridges were covered Vlt' scveral varicties of white

ook, ash, hickory, and othc specics of hardwoods; the lowlands contained

oak, elm, and gun trecs; anc the brakes were filled with cypresse’ The first
savwiill in the county was b 113 by Theumas Be. Turner on the mill pond, about

a nile west of Austin. Another :ill just north of Hollywood, was ovned by
Judge Archibald Wright.. Since this tinme, from 3 to & billion feet of lunmber
have been cut in Tunica County, and there arec still millions of feet in uncut
tinbors Much of the timber cut has been mnde into rough lumber in this coup=
ty, and nillions of feet of logs hove been shipped to Memphis, Tennessce.

At the presont time there are 18,769 ccres of tinber in the county., Tho land
nlone is assessed ot 540,120, Tho uncultivatable land in the county (cut=over
tlAuCr land thut hos not been cleared) numbers 104,247 acros, end is valued
ot $403, 5004 There cre only 7 savmills in the county nor.‘O&

Ibnufacturing

s the county is strictly egricultural, its industries are few., There
are 28 cotton gins in the county, valuod af SGS,UVO in 1940« The Planters
0il Mill in Tunica is SQCQEgé ot $24, 510,45 It vias orgonized ir 1900 with

a8 capital stock of §40,000. The nill crushes cotton sced, and ships hulls

248, Rowland, Heart of the oouix, II, 8;2.

249, WVills ond Invertories, I, 94-119; sce entry 39

250, . Lend Roll, 1940-41, p. l:2; see eutry 18.

251, . Tunica Tines-Denocrat, Jane 9, 1921,

252, Tunicn Tiues-Deiocrat, July 15, 1926,

253, Tomd Roll, 1940-%1, pe 142

254,  Clork's Cortificatc of Copy of Personal Roll in "Personal Roll," 19403
sec entry 28.

2554 Thnic

256.  Tnformotion obtaoined froi: Se A. Witlhors, presidont of Plenters Oil

11111, Tunica, Misse, Augze 1937, by Ellen Ferrell,

inprovenents for 1940-41 is $4,307,940,
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all over thec South, ancd cotton secd oil to foreign lands This mill wias the
first onc ‘in the South to crush soy beans. The &111 is cquijpcd with machin-
cry velued at 31, 700 57 tnd it has o crushing capacity of 100 tous of

sced pcr cay,

Tronsportation

1837, the Hernando Banking Company co: gtructcc ¢ roacbed for a rail=-
. Q 4r
in DeScto COLﬁt" 58

Yc utt acnministrabtion,
259

road to connccet Cormerce in Tunica County with Herna
Twhen this vork \sv stoppoc by the banking lows of ii;
the roeadbed vas "planked" aund vins used as a turnpike, The froanchise for
this turnpike vas grented to John P. Curutn(rs E. B. Bridges, ond Ckaries

n uquut 5,4 11850, anditho irdaci ! began ot thc Prﬂxcuﬂgc ﬂ“ the Bank of

sippi River in fromt of the City of Commerce,” and led east to Her=
1 The roac was a turnpilke until the Civil W&r, when all road work
u.d tolls were stopped. ALfter the war, it was worked as & public reoad, anc
touuv is onc of the best graveled rouds ir the county.<d Iwﬁthor turnpike,

ing from the southeast side of Flover ILcke to Muluu alce end up the
Colawutcr River to Aslow's Bluff ncar the DeSoto County line vias established
in 1847. The contract for this turnpiko was mece by the board of policc with
Erasius B. Strong and Jancs ile Holbert, vho were allowed to establish toll-
bridges across Beaver Dam, Welnut Lake, end the Coldwiater River. The ruad
vias to be 60 fect in vldth, all the lowlands bordering the road to be cibarked
to 7rcvovt “gprflok aid the rood to be passable for carrisgos at all tinmcs
of the yeare \ road oclled the Tunica County Road ran from Corncrcc t
Porter!'s Ferry ncar the Coshoma-Tunica line. This rood was ordered straigho=
cned in 1845, so it would parallel the lississippi Rivor just far cnough rfrom
the bank to prevent the road caving into the river.

Until the carly part of 1900 the dirt roads of thc county wcre worked
under the supervision of road oversecrs appointec by the board of oupcrv1§ors.
In 1910, the county issucd bonds for building county roacs with mﬁchincséGS
In 1917, separate road districts for Beat 2 end Beat 3 wicre cstablished,

1920, the other 3 beats of the county were formed into scparate road dis=-
triotsie 4t the proscnt time the county hes & systom of modorn roads macde
of grovel, dirt, cnd asphalt., Road expenscs tf yhe county for the fiscal
year cnding October 1, 1940, verec $92,934.93, nd payment of county

Personal Roll, 1940, p. 22.

Rowland, Heort of the South, I, 694; lend Decd Records, A, D 13
Tunica Tincs-Democrst, July 15, 1926.

Tinutes of the Boara of Policc, I, 60.

Ibide

Tunica Timecs-Dencerat, Linrch &, 1837,

iAnutes of tho Board of Police, I, 40-41l.

Thidige TTTe T

BonceiRaciontkal, 1%

Minutes of the Roarc of Supervisors, IX, 167.

Ibide, X, 1744

General C unty Ledger, XIV, Shect 1 of Road ond Bridge Cormmitmentss
sec entry 155.
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convicts uscd for romd work wcs $10,222.86.568 U. 8¢ Highway 61, o concrcte
highwey, runs through the county from north to south.

In the carly days of the gounty many ferries liccnsed by the boa
police wierc used as o means of tronsportation, 4 fixed schecdulc ol prices
wog postcad at ecach ferry, and & bond ¥wes rcquircd from the ferrymen,
boncs ranged from $150 to $2,000 ennuelly end the license fec

426« The ferries were located on the T1531usani River, I

River, Wialnut Leoke, Beaver Dam, end meny other lokes and “uyt;

os much higher on the Mississippi than on the Colcdwater,

Beaver Dam cnd other bayous vicre only half of those on th

1845, as ¢ protection to the ferries, the boerd of pnllc- B )

ing by eny one except a licenscd ferryman, the penalty LLl’[ SiRime
The order was strictly cnforced, and cny persor refusing to p“J the

foe wes forced to pay double before ho could use the ferry agein, and
neme Wwos posted at all liccnsed ferries in the ckunty.‘7l Modcrn reads
bridges have Conc away with this methoed of trausportation,

Tunice County cid not have t railrosc until 1885.272 Although the legis=
loturg hed incorperated the Herncndo Railroad and Ba ; Company in April
1837, for the purposc of building a roac fro e o Hernanco, the
reilroad was never completec. In September 1871, the Viocksburg and lMemnhi
Reilrced Coupany proposed to the bosrd of supcrvisors (at thot timc el
grocs) that the counby subscribe to the cepital stock of the railroad to
encunt of $ 100,000, The bosrd cgroed to the proposal, spread the agreocs

1 the ninutes of the board end ordercc o special election to decice the
question of “subseription or no squPrlwtlnl" as proposed by Wirth Adaus,
president of the reilrosds Singe the auhtJ a6 in debt ond suffcring from
the heaviest taxation in its history, the action of the board caused so much
indignetion among the taxpaycrs that the order for clection and agrocnent
wes rosoinded by the boarc the next day.©'* Lt the same term of the board
of supervisors, & proposition was wadc that the county float bonds to the
value of $300,000, the entirc sum to be presented to the Mobile and North
Wiestern Railroad Company, when that company should firnish as much os 15 miles
of track in Tunica County, The board passed on this proposition favorably
nd ordercd an eloction for "subseription or nc subseription,” but this or=
cer was also reseinded by the boarc, 275 In Iy 1873, Gon. Jaiies R. Chalmers,
teting as agert for the mlsulsolapi River Reilroad Company, esked that the
board of supervisors subscribe for stock to the velue of $16,000 per annum
for 20 years, the stock tv be issucd to the taxpayers of Tunica County. The
boerd agreed tec the offer and ordercd an election, but the scheme failed to

Ibic., Shcet 1l=4 of Generel Fund Comxxitments,
Minutes pf the Board of Police, I, 31, 40-41l.
Tl Il Tae

Tunice Times-Democrat, iicrch 4, 1937,

Ibid,, July 15, 1926,

Rowlang, Heart of the South, I, 9594

Minutes of the Boarc *f u\crv15“ra,

Ibid,
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materialize. The rowd as proposed was to be built on top of the levec bor=
dering the Mississippi River, and sinee the levee boerd ot that tinme was in
liquidation, 78 the iden of the levee being kept by the railroad was attrac=
tive to many pecplc.

In 1884=85 thc first railroad, the Louisville, Now Orlcans and Texas,
vies built. It vas bought in 1892 by the Yazpo and iississippi Valley Rail-
road and is now the mein line of that syste:, ! The people of the county
had long hoped for a railroad rnd welcomed it throughout the county, ?rac-
tically all of the right-of-woy being given to the railrosd company.z 9

For nearly 50 years the county had been depencdent on river traffic for
its coumcrecc and commwnicaticn with the outside world. Commerce, the first
county scat, had & fine cecp=water harbor and was the home port of the palas
tial DeSoto, a packet that ran from Comicrece to New Orleans, and of othor
boots such os McPherson's Trading Boob, thet vas o county-owned institution,
Boats plying from Cincinneti and St, Louis to New Orleans, from Memphis to
Helena, from lcuphis to Fricr's Point, and fron Homphis to Arlkansas City,
passcé Tuniea County's landing. 80 In addition to the packets therc was a
linc of tow boats that handled barges, cotering to the frcight tradec.

Bducation

The school systen of Tunica County began in April 1846, undeor the Com=
non School Law of 1846, passcd by the Legislature in Februorye. On April 6,
1846, the board of police (only 3 mcmbers being presont) appointcd 5 school
commiissioners to organize and to superintend the common public schools of
tho county: Richard Abb%¥? Jancs lcPherson, We Bs Thornton, Celvin Barnes,
ond Henry Pe. Horoldston.,®®®

tox was levied for the common

A sgggial tax of 25 pcreont on the State
schools.”” This tax vas suspended in 1846 for an unstated reoson.”

The first courthousc vins used for the school at Comuerce as ' is shown by
en orcer issued October 3, 1848, discontinuing the school in the courthouso, %85
Directly after the county scot was moved to Austin, the board of police or=
cdered that the old courthouse at Commerec should be given into the charge of
Anthony A. Abbay, board necnber from Beat 1, that it should be used us & county

I~

Ibid., 147, 155.

Tunice Tines=Democrat, July 15, 1928,

Row land, b of the South, II, 559,

Lond Doed Records, @, ppe 42, 403; Land Decd Records, W, ps 175.
Tunica Tines-Denocrat, July 15, 1926,

Ibid,

Iinutos off the Board of Police, I, 2L,

Thlide; T2

Ty, 804

Ibid., 8l; Circuit Court was in session ot this tine as is shown by
Isstuonce of jury tickets cond by peymert made to Calvin Barnos, cir=
cult clerk,
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i

schoolhouse anc that lr. Abbey should be responsible for any ddamage done to
tho housc,.296

In 1860, the treasurer's report on the cormon schools of the county

shows that in tho perioc from iicy 16, 1860, to Januery 8, 1861, the trcasury

had rcceived $3,224.72 and had paicd out for the schools during the samec pe-
riod $3,252.73, & draft being drawn for $28.01 to pcy the balance. 1 'my
1860, the county paid 16 &chool teschers. The report docs not show monthly
salarios, neither does it show thc length of the school tern, but it does
show that 1 teacher drcw from the treasury during a 7-month period the sun
of $479.85, Only 3 of the 16 teachers bear feninine nones, 88

In Januery 1861, the board ordered thet "all children rCQJ’izA

county without rcfcrcncc to their living in the Choctaw Cession wll bc put
upont the same footing and enjoy the samc shg o in tho Chickesew School fund
as those residing in the Chickasaw Cossion.™ The part of the county that
had been a part of the Choetaw Cession was given to meke Quitmen County in
1877,490

@ Lol Taed 5 291 AR

School commissioners werc appointed for 1861, and the schools func=

od as usual, except that ﬁl,OOO of the county's school fund was given as
o loan to Capt. Robert H. Humphrey's Company of Tunica County Voluntcers

5 i 1 o4

(Confecerato solcdicrs), it being securcd by the personal note siguned by "Cape
tein Robert H. Humphreys end othors." 92 On lorch 6, 1861, this note wns orw=
dered cgneeled and the amount oved the schﬂol fund ordercd charged to the
county.“¥? At the boord mceting orn lizrch 31, all public schools in the coun-
ty were ordered closed, and all funds 1 onging to the schools were ordered
J 3 (S (]
held "subject to the order of the Court for the cxclusive purpose of the pre-
v 1294
sent viar.

After the Civil Wiay, the bLoard of police rcccived in I”rch 1866 & re=
port thet showed therc were pronissory notos in the hands of the county trea
uror to the smount of $4,500 belonging to the school fund, but no money.

In Septenber 1866, the treasurer reportcd that he had received $5 from for=
feitures, cstrays, etc., which had been placed in the school fund.*% Tt is
cvident that the Loard of police was usking an effort to start the educational
systen again, for in Junc 1867, school comnissioncrs were appointed to make
arrengements tovard the opening of the common schools os soon as funds could
be raised, 97 oThis order vis given by the toard who had becn clected under

e
[

Rowland, Heert of the South, II, 816-817.
linutes of thc Bocrd of I OllCO iy 520
Thades EFIL 024,

Thidey 26.

1bid.

Thigyu TIl 15l

“1bid., 664

Ibid., 81,
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the provisional government of Gov. Shorkey, who had ordered the Glcction,298
but before anything could be done toward opening the schools, the county wos
nlaced under officers p101 nted by Gen, Ord, the Commnnder of the South ifil-
itary District. At the first necbing of the board of police and the newly=
eppointad sheriff, Isacc Boatnan, Janu‘rv 1638, an order wcs rnde thet, "sinee
there are no publie schools in the csunty' all school funds and ell nonies
erising fron fines, forfeiturcs, outr'vs, ctc., that had been used for the
sehool fund should be appropricted and dishursed for general county purposcsj
and that furaniture, including 2 desks, for the gi rouit clerkts office should
bo immeciatcly bought out of the school funds , 497 In July 1868, the county
trecasurer rcvo”tcu hat all the school funds hed been disburscd for general
county purposcs. 8

not until November 1870, thet = board of school ”ircctors vias
the eounty, two for o term of 3 yeers, tvwo for 2 ycars, and two

£
1 Each Leat had & CirOGCuT, and in eddition there was a mircctor-
at-large for the vhole county.30l

On December 19, 1870, a tax of 1 percent on the Statec tex wes levied
for thc purpose of creeting schoolhouses in hll parts of thce county except
school district 11 in Beat 4§ and-on ordcr was passed that $he tax be col=
loctede®9% Records u1r shov: thet the deputy gounty clerk was paicd o salery
as sceretery of the board of school dircetors.® 505 The first superintendent
of ecucation was Cs h. Dunnay uvgoo‘ o white Reputlican, and the stepson of
Iarbtin J. lanning, the sheriff.® 505

The growth of the county public schools really began in 1888 uncor Frank

Powell, county supcrintendent of cduce vtione n 1888, hc and the bogrds of
school trustees rcorganizcd tic schools so thct they were evenly distributed
throughout the cUuntj.ZOb Vithon school started in Scﬁtcluor 1788 therc were
16 white schools in the county, 307 gs there hod beon in 18603 8 and in ed=
¢ibion there vicre 19: Negro schnulu.oog The presont county scheol systen be=-
gan in 1914 with the building in qulcu of the Tuniega Counti Agricultural
Hich School, for which $30,000 worth of honds werc issucd This school

is now officially the Tuniece County High School, the gracuates fron all grapoay

Tbdidey 18650 &l 585
Thid.,: 100
TGy LIS,
Minutes of the Board of Supcrvisors, ) ce ontry 2.
e
50,
65,
Inforiation obtained from Ee lis Doughorty, Tunice,
1941, by Ellen Ferrell,
Superintendent!s ficcount Book, II, 1-12; sec cntry 168,
5=6 ¢
of thc Board of Police, I, 524,
Superintendont's Acocount Book, II, &=5.
Ilnutcs of the Board of Suporvisors, VIII, 344=340.

Miss., Jan, .23,
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schools in the county being brought to the high school in busses.31l The
original building has been replaced by one of the most modern sechool build=
ings in the State, being built in 1933 from a "sinking fund" that was estab=-
lished by the county for the purpose without issuing county funds.312 It 1is
an accredited high school.

The Tunice Grammar School was built in 1920 at a cost of $85,OOO.515
The Dubbs Consolidated School was the first consolidated school in the coun=
ty, and is & well=equiped, comfortable building located at Dubbs, o country
town in Beat 5, The consolidated school at Dundee burned in 1925 and wes
replaced immediately by o handsome stucco building. % School busses bring
country children to school at Tunica, Dubbs, and Dundee. The white schools
in the county have o 9-month term, end the Negro schools have a term of 4
months.e

At the present time there ere 6 schools in the county for white children
(the Tunica County High School, 2 consolidated schools, and 3 elementary
schools), employing 27 toachers; and 56 Negro schools employing 90 teachers.
Twenty=~one of the Negro schools are called "Rosenwald" schools, money being
given to tho county by the Foundation established by Julius Rosenwald for
schools for the Negro race., )

Religion

The first church built in Tunica County was crected by a Mrs., Wilson
who lived on the placeo now known as the Crew's Plece, located east of Trotter's
Lending in the southwest corner of the county. The church was o small build=
ing, not over 18 by 20 fect, but it easily sccommodated the small community.
The next church in the county weas built in Austin when the town was founded
in 1848. This building wos built by the Tunica Lodge No. 257 Free and Acaepted
Mesons. The chureh was built with the lodge room upstairs, This was used
until 1863 when the Northern Army burned the town of Austin/3'® Services were
then held in private homes and in the parlor of the Austin Hotel until 1874,
when funds were recised by the ladies and young people of Austin to build =
church. This money was divided into two perts, end e Methodist church and a
Roman Catholiec church were built. The little Roman Catholic Church of Saint
Mery was cestroyed by lightning in 1879 the Diocese of Natchez still
owns the vacont lot.

The Methodist church was abandoned many yecers ago, the lot being sold.

Information obteained from Miss Florence Nelson, county superintendent
of educatjon, Tunica, Miss., Jan. 29, 1641, by Ellen Farrell,

Minutes of the Board of Supervisors, X, 56.

Tunice Times-Democrat, July 15, 1926.

Ibid.

Informetion obteined from Miss Florence lNelson, county supcrintendent
of cducation, Tunica, Miss,, Jarn. 29, 1941, by Ellen Farrcll,

Tunica Times-Democrat, July 15, 1926.

Informetion obtaince from Miss Nellie Bready, Austin, liss., Jan. 10,
1941, by Ellen Farrell.
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The building was sold to a Negro congregation and moved to another lot. Meth=-
odist churches are now located in Tunice, Dundec, Dubbs, Robinsonvillc, and
Hollywood, K &lthough the lost namcd place does not have & regular pastor, the
people coming to church in Tunica, ounly 4 miles away.

The first Presbytcrian church organized in the county wos orgenized in
the Methodist church building in Austin, on December 11, 1877, by the Evon=
gelist of the North Mississippi Presbytcery, the Rev. H., M, Morrison, He and
the Rev. Angus Johnson preached in the county urntil 1885, ccming from Memphis
by boet, prcaching at the Mothodist church in Afustin, riding to Donnell's
schoolhouse, located orc-~half mile from the prescrt town of Tunica, and afterw=
wards riding horseback to Commorce to preach again.

The Baptist church of Tunice was orgenized in 1899, There arc slso white
Baptist churches at Dundece crd Hollywood. There arc 53 colorcd Beptist churches
in the county.

Epiphany Episcopal ngsch was organized by Archdeacon George Gordon
Smeadc in 1912 at Tunica.

Population

The population of Tunica county in 1939 weos 21,233, an. increase over
1920 of 4.2 peroent. In 194Q, the population wes 22,610, cnd increase for
the decade of 1,377 or 6.5 perccnt. Tunica, the county seat and largest
town, had a population of 1,043 in 1930 anc of 1,322 in 1940.

Newspapers

The first newspaper of the county wes tho Cotton Plant, published in
1872,%%% The Indopendent snd Tho Tunica County Horald were published about
1888, thc Tattor cstablished of Austin by Frank Barlow.o29 The files of these
carly newspepers wcre cestroyed by firc or lost. In 1895, the Tunica Deltn
Democrat was established by Durward M. Slocumb and was ciscontinued about 395
T917.92% The Turice Times was csteblished by Mr, Otis M, Perrine in 1908, °
the nome being changed in 1923 to The Tunica Times-Domocrat, when the papor
was purchascd by J. Be Srider and Fom, 520 "The present owner and oditor, Paul
BE. Phillips, purchased thc papcr in 1936.,9

Tunica Times=Democrat, July 15, 1926.
State 0Office Files, liiss, I

Historiezl Records Survey, Jeckson.

liss. Historicel Redords Survey, Inveutory of the Church Archives of
Mississippi: Protcstant Episcopal Church, ps 112. Ry
U S, Burceu of the Census, population of tho State of Mississippi,
Final Figures, 1940.

‘Taformetion obtained from ¥rse. Bllen P. Farrell, StatesWide Newspapcr
Inventory werker, Misse Historical Rdoords Gurvey.

Ibid,

Approximated (first issuc on file dJung 7, 1902, vol, VIII, no, 14).
Tunice Times, Oct. 25, 1908,

T61d,, Oot. 4, 1923;  Nov. 1, 1923,

Tunica Times=Democrat, Nov. 12, 1936.
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2. GOVERWMENTAL ORGANIZATION AND RECORDS SYSTR!

Lezal Status of the Couaty
The county in Mississippi, as ia other commonwealths, is a territorial
area established by the State government for convenience of administration.
The State Supreme Court has ruled that a Yeounty is a governnental agency,
created for local purposes" by the State. According to the court, "The coun-
ties of this State are in certain respects municipal corporations, charged with
the duty of making provisions for the building of bridges and the making of
roads, and this duty is committed to the board of supervisors of the respective
counties, and their duties in this respect are defined by statute." The county
is mentioned meny times in the Constitution of 1890 and its existence is clear-
ly taken for granted, yet counties are not created by the Constitution nor
glven any powers by it. This fact has led the Supreme Court to say that the
"powers of. . . the county are statutory . . . But the county is not a munici-
pal corporation in all respects; it is reglly a quasi-municipal corporation,
for in regard to its liability to be sued it partakes of the immunity of the
State itself. A county, with us, has certain prorogatives end judicial powers,
and with respect to the exercise of such powers it may not ordinarily be sued.
But & county is elso, for many purposes, & corporation. Our lews provide that
o county may hold property, may sue and be sued, etc.; and in these respects
it is o corporation, or at least is clothed with corporate functions in rela-
tion to such subjects."?

4 &
The county may sue cnd be sued,” but the Supremc Court has ruled that e
o o s I8
county is immune from liability to the same extent thot the Stete is, and

unless statute authorizes a suit the county cannot be held liable.® The Legis-
lature has authorized suits agninst the county by providing thet when o per-

(=}
son having a just claim against the county has presented it to the board of
supervisors and the board has refused to allow it, the claimant may appeal
from the juggmént of the board to the circuit court, or may bring suit wgainst
the county.

o

With respect to the creation of counties, the Constitution of 1890 pro-
vides that "No new county shall be formed unless a me. jority of the qualified

Brookings Institution, Institute for Government Rescarch, Report on a Sur-
vey of the Organization and Adminstration of Stete end County Government
in Wississippi, p. 622.

Rainey vs. Hinds County, (1900), 78 Miss. Rep., 313,

Ibid., 310,

Code 1857, p. 419; Code 1871, sec. 1384; Codo 1880, scc. 2175; Code 1892,
secs 290; Code 1906, sec, 309; Code 1917, sec. 3682; Codc 1930, sec. 270.
City of Gremada vs. Greneda County, (1917), 115 Miss. Reps, B3l; 76 So.
Rep., 682. 1In 1912, tho city of Grencda mede street improvemeonts on Green
Street in front of the Gronede courthouse and the board of supervisors
cleimed immunity when the city demanded peyment for the cost as prorated.
The city obtained o judgment against tho county in the circuit court of
Grenade County but when appealed, the decision wes reversod by the Supreme
Court .

Code 1857, pe. 419; Codo 1871, sccs, 1383-1384; Codec 1880, scc. 2175; Code
1892, sec. 292; Codc 1906, scc. 311; Code 1917, sec. &682; Code 1930, sec.
253
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electors voting in each pert of the county or counties proposed to be dis-—
membered and cembraced in the new county, shall separately vote therefor ., . .
The elections shzll not be held in any county oftener than once in 4 yeeors.
Yo new county shall contain less than four hundred square miles, nor, shall
any oxisting county be rcduced below that size."? The Constitution also per-
mits the Legislature to provide for the consolidation of existing counties if
o majority of the qualified clectors of the countics to be consolidated vote
in favor of thc consolidation.® Apparently the Legisleture coannot cbolish a
county without the consent of o majority of the qualified electors in the
arce concerned, but it may, however, chenge tho boundarics of eny county with-
out the consent of the local clectorate,?

Generel Administration

From the creation of Tunica County to the prescnt time general executive
supervision and control have been vested, first in the county court and road
commissioners, then in the board of police, and later in the board of super=-
visors. These bodies have hed complete cuthority in all motters of county
police and full jurisdiction over roads, ferries, and bridges. O Certain
duties concerning tho registration of titles to property have been nssigned
to the hoard of police and the board of supervisors. These bodies have
perticipated in lew enforcement, cnd the members of the board of supervisors
are conservetors of the peacc.

With respect to texation, the board of supervisors fixes the tax levy
e

and the clerk of the board certifies the levy to the proper officialss The
board of supervisors is the board of equalization and review, and since 19186,
hts cooperated with the State Tox Commissioner in equalizing the assessments
cs between countics.l? The clerk of the board prepares the rolls and dis-
tributes copies to the proper officinls. Aftor the shoriff as tex collector
has collected the county taxes, he rcports his collections end deposits to the
board of supervisors and to the clerk of the board as auditor.

In the expenditure of county funds the board of supervisors and the clerk
of the board as cuditor have important functions. All claims, accounts, ond
demends cgainst the county must be presented to the board for its approval or

discpproval. The board and the clerk of the board as auditor, cudit all claimd:®

Const. 1290, sec. 260.

Ibids, ‘sec. 2T1.

Brookinms Roport, p. 6253.

Const. 1832, art. IV, sec. 20; Code 1871, sec. 1363; Const. 1890, sec. 170;
Code 1892, sec. 289; Code 1906, sec. 307; Code 1917, sec. 3680; Code 1930,
sec. 214,

Code 1892, secs, 299, 301, 302; L. M. 1898, ch. 37; Code 1506, sccs. 318,
820, 821; Code 1917, secs., 3691, 3693, 3694; Code 1930, sccs. 224, 226, 227.
Code 1880, sec. 505; Code 1892, secs. 3792, 379%; Code 1906, secs. 4304,
4305; Code 1917, secs. 6938, 7760; L. M. 1920, ch. 323; Code 19320, secs,
3162~3169.

Code 1857, ch. 59, art. 16; Code 1871, sec. 1381; Codc 1880, sec. 2159;
Code 1892, sec. 320; Code 1908, sec., 341l; Code 1917, sec. 3714; Code 1930,

86Cs 2554

2
v
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&

The clerk of the board as cuditor cudits the accounts of zll county officers,

his own accounts and those of the other officers sro subject to audit annu~
olly by the State Auditor of Public Agcounts. The board of supervisors has
power and authority to issuc county and county-district bonds and must issue
bonds when the issuance is authorized by the popular vote.

The board of4suporvisors hes iaportent duties in condueting elecctions for
county office s.1% The bourd, together with the county education officials, is
charged with administering the county educational progr@n.lS

The boerd of supervisors cnd the county health officer, under the super-
visio% of the State Board of Heclth, have zdninistercd the publie health pro-
greme The administration of public welfare comes within the powers snd du-—
tics of the board of supervisors. The members of tho board also have individ-
uc.l powers and dutiecs in this connection.
The construction and maintenance of bridges, public buildings, and
all public worls is the duty of the board vf SUPErvisors.

The boord of supervisors o ,_‘ 5 f.gent agricultural extension
and ac onstration work on the mmeonde n 16 Extonsion Deportment of
Mississippl State Collg; and

Department of Abzlbuluura end

The bocrd of supervisors is also required to furnish all officers and
offices with record oks eand swnhWicﬂ , FCS’OJulD]Q for the upkecp of
the records in the county, although o cer is charged with keeping his

1 . Q
recorcs in OI‘dCI‘-l“

niof Title ToiPFroporty

Every conveyance of reel or personecl property, to be valid and to serve
o8 constructive notice to all subsequent purchasers, must be lodged for recorde-
ing with the clerk of tho chancery eourt as recorder and must be ccknowledged
his voluntary act by ‘the person who executed it, or proved by one or more of

L. M. 1922, ch. 290; Code 1930, secs. 310, &ll.

Lo M4 1924, che 2833 Ine Ma 1928, che 645 La. M. 1928, (Bx. Sese., ch. &8,

Code 1906, secs. 1640-1647, 2483-2516; Codc 1917, sccs. 4818-4884;

Code 1930, sccs. 4860-4941.

Code 1871, sccs. 1875«1885; C i:

2623 Code 1892, sccs. 2892, 31 3149-3150, 3155-3156; Code 1906, secs.

307, 3566, 3572-~3573, &578-35 L.,h. 1912, pp. 305, 3063 Code 1917, sccs.

3680, 6189-6190, 6196; Codc 1930, sccs. 214, 5694-5698; L. M. 1940, ch.

298 isech T

L. M. 1908, p & ) pe 2603 :Code k917, isecs. 3783, 1538013

Lo M. 1924, p. o 93 sccse 279-282; L. M. 1933, p. 517.

Code 1848, ch. 51, art 12); Codc 1857, ch. 59, art. 18; Code 1871,

sec. 1l365; Code 1880, so 163 Code 1892, sces. 296, 298, 299, Code
37,3 ode 1917, :8c08.86¢€8, 5690, 3691; Code 1930,

ode

880, secs, 624-630; Const. 1890, sec.

43
%9

)
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the subscribing witnesses to the instrument. The acknowledgment or proof

nust be in writing on the instrument and must be signed by thc officer before
whon it wes made.90 The sheriff's gortificd lists of lands sold to individuals
or struck off to the State for taxes must be recorded by the clerk of the chan
cery court es rccorder, L as must lis pendens notices of suits begun to en-
force o lien, right, intercst in, or easeacnt in any real estate when hc claim
is not based on eny judgment or decrce previously entered or recorded.

To insure adequate descriptions of boundarics, the board of supervisors

nust furnish the office of the clerk of the chancery court as recorder with o
copy of the field notes of the originel United States survey, transcriptions

of the rocords of other countics which aeffeet titles to land in Tunica County,
tr”“S“rihulols of originel entrics of land, and all necessary township plats
and surveys .23 since 1920, the bourd haes been required to Iurnish the offics
of the clcr“ of the chancery court as recorder with & sectionel index to all
lond cogvcvg"ccq end othor instrunonts touching or concerning title to land
in the coumty 4 The board may provide & complete abstract of title to land
in the county."*

Adainistration of Justice

Civil and common law jurisdiction is vestcd in the circuit court and in
the justice of the peece courts. The circuit court has civil jurisdiction in
all actions in which the emount in controversy excecds $200 and in all other

: 605~618; Code 1857,
pe 309; Code 1871, sec. 2302; Code 1880, sec. 1209; Code 1892, sec. 2454;
Code 1906, sec. 2784; Code 1917, scc. 2288; L. M. 1924, pp. 333%-334; Code
1930, sec. 2116. Convevences may be acknowledged or proved before any
Jjudge of a United Statcs Court, cny judge of tho Supreme Court, any judge
of & circuit court, any choncellor, any clerk of & court of rccordy any
notary public, any justicc of thc peece, or any member of the board of
supervisors. (L. M. 1836, p. 563 L. I 9, p. 223 Code 1848, pp. 605,
617-618; Codoc 1857, p. 349; Code 1871, e 23103 Code 1880,

ode 1892, scc. 2464; Codec 1906, scc. )83 ‘Code 1917, 5OC:

1930, sco. 2136)%
L. M. 1848, pp. 65-97; Code 1848, pp. 18 50,199, 395, 407; Code 1857,
p. 803 Codc 187 scess 1698, 1701; Code sec,., 223, 65263 Codec 1892,
sccss 3818, OLlB; Codo 1906, secs. 2933, 43¢ L. M. 1912, p. 302; Code
1917, 'secs. 5268, 6967; L. i 1922, p. 3263 Code 1930, sec. 3256 soe
ontries 20=22,
Codec 1892, scc. 2783; Code 1906, scc. 3148; Code 1917, secc. 2499; Code
1930, sce. 2325; sce entry 19.
L. M. 1822, pp. 1l0-24; Poindexter's Code 1824, pp. 71-B4; Turncr's
Digest, p. 71; Code 1848, p. 709; Codo 1857, p. 417, scc.1680; Code 1880,
sec. 61463 Codc 1892, scc. 296; Code 1906, scc. 315; Code 1917, sec. 3688;
Codo 1930, sec. 222; sec cntries 25=27e
L. M. 1920, pp. 368-369; Codc 1930, secs. 227-228; scc entry 14,
Codo 1892, sec, &1l; L. M. 1898, p. 59; Code 1906, sec. 320; Code 1917,
sod. 3693; Codc 1930, scec. 226; soe oentry 27.

Lv 'M& 1836, py 66; L. M. 1839, p. 22; Code 1848, pp»
{ Jrah £ Bl < 3 it
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couscs not exclusively cognizable in some other court.26 It clso hts juris-
diction in cascs transforred to it by the chancery court, remended to it by
the Supreme Court, and appeeled to it from Jjusticec of tho peace court. { Jus=-
tice of the poacc courts are siven civil jurisdiction in o1l setions in which
the cmount in controversy is $200 or loss,28 in metters of unlawful entry and
detainor,?® and in tho partition of personcl pProperty when the appraised value
of the property involved doos not excecd $200.90 4 Jjusticc of the pecce is
chosen by the clerk of the circuit court to conduct hearings in eninent do-
mein proceedings.®

The circuit court has power to hear end detormine all prosccutions in the
name of the State for treason, felonies, crimes, end misdeneanors, except such
mey be cxclusively cognizable before some othor court; and it has all the

general jeil delivery.82 Justice
the peece courts hove jurisdiction concurrent with the circuit court over
crimes occurring in their districts in which the punishment prescribed
not exceed a fine and imprisonment in the county jnil.®® In addition jus=-
tices of the pecce have power to conduct preliminery hearings in cases of

)
s

Consti 81 Mieevte Vi soce 45T oM 1820, pp. 161-164; Const. 1832, art.
IV, scc. I4; Code 1848, p. 884; Code 1857, p. 482; Const. 1869, ant. VI,
sec. I4; Code 1871, sec. 509; Code 1880, scc. 14235 Const. 1890, sec. 156;
Code 1892, sec., 645; Codec 1906, scc. 702; Cods 1917, sec. 481; Code 1930,
sece 490,

Code 1892, scc. 646; Code 1908, sec. 70%; Code 1917, sec. 482; Code 1930,
sce. 491,

Const. 1832, crt. IV, sec. 25; Codec 1848, p. €690; Code 1867, p. 405; Const.
1869, art, VI, sec. 23; Codc 1871, sec. 1320; Code 1880, sec. 21993 Const.
1890, sec. 171; Codec 1892, secs. 2394, 2420; Code 1906, sccs. 2723, 2749;
Codec 1917, socs. 2222, 2248; Code 1930, seccs. 207L, 2097. y
L. M. IB22, pp. &76-381l; Codc 1848, p. 8L&; Code 1857, p. &9; Code 187I,
sec. 1583; Codc 1880, sec. 2646; Code 1892, sec. 44623 Codc 1906, sec.
5041; Code 1917, sec. 3313; Code 1930, sec. 3458,

Codc 1880, sce. 2580; Code 1892, scc. 3121; Code 1908, sec. %544; Code:
1917, soec. 28563 Code 1930, secc. 2943.

Codc 1892, sec. 1680; Codc 1906, sec. 1855; Code I917, sec. 1£93; Code
1930, sec. 1481,

Const, 18L7, art. V., sec. 4; L. Ms 1830, pp. 161-164; Const. 1832, art,
IV, sce. l4éy Codc 1848, p. 884; Codc 1857, ps 4825 Const. 1869, art, VI,
sces.1-24; Code 1871, scc. 159; Code 1880, scc. 1493; Const. IB90, sec.
156; Code 1892, sea. 645; Code 1906, soc. 702; Codc 1917, secc. 481; Codo
1930, sca. 490.

Conat. 1817, anks VW, socs 83 L¢ M. 1822, p. 173 Const. 1832, arte IV,

scc. 23; Code 1848, p. 690; Codc 1857, ch. 58, art. 7; Codo I871, sec.
1304.; Code 1880, scc. 2190; Const. 1890, sew. 171; Code 1892, socs. 2594,
24201 Codec 1908, sccs. 2723, 2749; Codo 1917, sccs. 2222, 2248y Code

1930, sces. 2071, 2097.
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vizi.$ Eminent domain, the partition of personal property, and in actions of
unlawful entry and deteainer. The county court hes appellate jurisdiction
of causes appealed from justice of the peace and municipal courts. Appeals
are talen from the county court to the circuit court.41

The sheriff is the principal officer charged with the preservation of
eace.42 However, constables have the same duty.és If there is a ya-
in the office of sheriff for any roascn snd there is no deputy to act,
ner performs all the duties of the kerlff except that of collecting
In the event the off'ice of erify vacent for env reason, end
is. no deputy to act, end there i ) oner, ‘the circuit judge or the
ncellor may a"hojr' some qualifie lector of the county to perform the
duty ﬂf coroner o '.‘A 3 f the board of SquFVloOrS,QG
of the peace of the coun-

The coroner is rcquired to hold in ts o riolent and sudden
deaths in the county, 48 put if there is no corone: i > coroner is. un-
able to Mct any justice of the peace may hold en inaquest and perform all
the duties of the coroner.

The power and duty of returning indictments ¢ presentments is given
to the greand jury.EO

LM% 1926, ‘ehie: 1315 Code 1930, secss 698,704, "7105"%

L. M. 1822, pp. 100-108;. Code 1848, p. 444; Code 1857, p. 126; Codc 1871,
secs 235; Code 1880, sec. 340; Code 1892, scc. 4130; Code 1906, sec. 4682
Code! 1917, scch 30993 Code 1930, 'secs 3329,

L. M. 1822, pp. 114-116; Code 1848, p. 695; e 18 ) Code 1871,
sec. 2803 Code 1880, sec. 389; Code 1892, se ode 06, sec. 831l;
Code 1917, sec. 637; Code 1930, sec. 632

L. M. 1822, pp. 108-113; Code 1848, p. 457 d 35 ) 513 Code 1871,
secs 257; Code 1880, secs 3633 Code 189 e} } 1 sece 8933
Code 1917, sec. 40603 Code 1930, sc ok i D38, pp ~-656.

L. M. 1938, p. 656,

Code 1857, p. 4153 Code 1&71, secws 1359; Code 1880, sec. 21413 Code 1892,
sec. 2863 Code 1906, sec. 304; Code 1917, sec. 36773 Code 1930, secs. 210.
Code 1857, pp. 480, €2f; ode 1871, secs. 532, 2821; Code 1880, sccss
2268, 31123 Code 1892, sccs. 917, 1459; Code 1906, secs. 293, 15323 Code
1917, seosi 713, 1294; Code 1930, secss 7‘0, 1320

L. M. 1822, pp. 108-113; C : L3 Code 1887, pe¢ 1283 Code 1871,
sec. 2453 Code 1880, sec. ode 129 secs. 816; Code 1906, sec. 881
Code 1917, sce « 404G; Code 1930, scc. L’G

Code 1857, p. 130; Code 1871, secc. 255; Code 1880, sec. 361; Code 1892,
secs 826; Code 06, scc. 8213 Code 1917, sec. 4058; Code 1930, scece. 649.
L. M. 1822, pp. 25-75; Code 184G, p. 378; Code 1857, p. 498; Code 1871,
sec. 731l; Code 1880, sec. 1686; Code 1892, secs. 2372-2373; Code 19086,
secs. 2701-2702; L. M. 19208, p. 192:;; Code 1917, secs. 2194-2185; Code
1930, secs. 2047-204C.

3
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Arrests for crines and offenses asy be madc by the sheriff, his deputies,

or by any constable or conservetor of the pesce within his county, or by the

nershall or policeacn of any city, town, or village within the county. Pri-
v;to persons may clso meke arrests. All persons, when commended to do so by
an officer seeking to arrest en offender, must cid end assist in mcking the
arrest, end aust oboy the communds of the arresting officer. Arrests for
crinincl offenses &nd to prevent a breech of tho peece may be made at any
time cnd at any place. An offiger of private person mey noke arrcests without
wornant florilan 1ldlctublo offense comnitted, a bresch of the peace threatencd

r cttenpted in his presence, and for & felony coanittod, . An erresting offi-
cer or privato person mcy, after giving notice of his objeect and adnittaonce
is refused, breck into cny dwelling or house in which he has recson to be-
licve the offender nty be found. Escoped offonders moay be reteken by the
person froan whose custody they csoaped at cny time and in any county with-
out werrent. All offenders apprehended must be token beforec the proper officer
without unnececssary delcy by the person mcking the arrest. All officers and
others who male ecrrosts lc"?lly as authoriged and required by lew are not
licble to & civil or criminal action although it mey oppecy that the person
errested wos innocent of any offense. Warrants issued by justices of the
peace extend to other countics, and justices of the poace ney, issuc warrants
for the arrcst and return of any esceaped offender to tho county 1 which his
offense is cognizeble.
othor CCUltLrl and, in rebturning prisancru, ney plucc Lhcn inseeny Jﬂil for
safelceping.¥

The sheriff is the county jailer and hes custody of all priSOﬂors.Sz He
is required to receive end kecp any prisoner coxiltted by any justice of the
neece, 2 and he nust receive ond keep prisoners coanitted under legal process
froa officers of the courts of the United Stetes, if the subsistence of such
prisoners. is secured by the officers delivering the prisoners to hin.%% The
sheriff must sce that prisoners have aedical Lttc'tio» encd he must protect then
froa mob violence.95

Code 1857, pp. 617-613, 6 8; Code 1871, secs. 2773-2780, 2826, 2828;
Code 1880, secs. 3023-3030, & 50833 Code 1892, secs., 1372-1382;3 Code
1906, secs. 1444-1454; Cocde 1917, sces. 1202-1211; Code 1520, secs. 1224=-
1234«
L. M. 1822, ppe 100~108; Code 1848, p. 445; Code 1857,
seds 237; Code 18R0, sec. 2433 Code I”CD, sec. 413635 Code
46873 Code 1917, sec. &1C4; Code SeCe 3334,
Code 1848y pe 1006 Code 1871, 24; Code 1880, sec. 22193
1E92isact ;1d1; Code 1906, sec. 4 Code 1917, sec. 3109; Code 1830,
sec. 3339,
Code 1848, p. 5 Yode L1857 jiichy 164, ante 128154 Codenl BT s eciy 278l Code
1€80, "sec.: 302 ode 1C€ sec. 41423 Coce 1906, scc. 4692; Cocde 1217,
S€eC u_lo, M 928, ppy 811-312; Cocde 1930, sec. 3340,
e . 185, \p, i 1als Coﬂb 1871, secs. 21\, 24 1
e 1892, seca. 4 /lu“; Cﬁ(b

blOo—ulO7; Code ld;O, SGCS.

70
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The district attorney must appear in circuit court, and in the name of
the Statc prosecute all criminal prosecutions and 211 pcrsons or corpora-
tions for any violation of the Constitution or Stete laws, ond he must attend
grand jury deliberations, when rcequired to do so by the jury, to give nececs-
sary information as to the law.58 The county prosecuting attorney reprcsents
the State in the justice of the peace courts, assists the district attorney
in &ll eriminal cases and represents the Stete before the grend jury.

The sheriff as the executive officer .of the court is required to exe-
. Q
cute 2ll sentences imposed by the court,.98

Finance

It wos not uatil 1922, according to the records of the clerk of the
board of supervisors as auditor;®9 that the first real effort ot budgetary
control was made in Tunice County. The low of 1922 made it nendatory that
the board of supervisors at its Scptember meeting prepare and adopt o bBud-

get of county expenses estimeted for the mext yoar and prepure a statement

showing the cggregate revenuc by sources, collected during the curront
Yoor. I'h 1924, the Statc Auditor of Public Accounts was dirceted to pre-
seribe o uniform system of accounts for State and county offices, and he
wes required to inspect their cccounts regularly. Purthor, the law made it
mondatory that all counties edopt the prescribed system of r.ccounting.6
Accordingly, in 1929 e uniform system of accounting for countics, includ-
ing o detailed outline for tho county budget, wns preseribed by the State
Auditor of Public Accounts.®2 The expenditurgs of oll-county offices ond

z

departmonts arc subjoet to budgetéry control.°® Since 1935, the superin-—
tendent of ecucation hes been required to preparc end file with the State
Superintendent of Educetion o budget of the expenditures for the support,
nointenance, and operction of the public schools of the county for each
fiscel yeor, and a statement of all awvailable revenues.  Likewise, the
trustces of the consolidated school districts, specicl consolidated school
districts, and all other school districts maintaining o specicl tox levy
must preperc and file with the county superintendent of education o budget
of cstimeted expenditures and o statemecat of estimated rovenues for cach

L. M. 1833, pp. 400-409; Code 1848, p. 410; Codc 1857, p. 113; Code 1871,
sec, 214; Code 1880, sec. 225; Code 1892, sccs. 15655-1556; Code 1906,
secs. 1661-1663; Code 1917, secs. 1398, 14003 Codo 1930, scc. 4363,
L. M. 1916, ppe 347-348; Codc 1917, sccs. 696-697; Code 1930, sccs.
4225, 42264

L. M. 1822, pp. 100-108; Ccde 1848, pp. 444-445; Code I857, pe 1263
Code 1871, sec. 255; Code 1880, sec. 2278; Code 1892, scc. 41183 Code
1906, soc. 46683 Code 1917, sec. 3085; Code 1930, scc. 3315,

Scc entry 1656,

L. M. 1922, ppe. 309-3105 L. M. 1

S97a

L. M. 1924,

Corl CasWhit
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fiscal year. The superintendent must attach copies of these budgets to the
county school budget which he submits to the State Superintendent of Public
Education.

The revenue of the county is derived mainly from ad velorem texes levied
on all real and personal property end from license texes. All classes of
property arc lieble to taxation unless specifically cxempt, The following
clessos arc oxempt: Public property, privately owncd property devoted to
religious and charitable purposes, privately owned property devoted to cduca-
tional purposes, household oguipmont, weering apperel and certain personal
cffects, farming cquipment, farm products for a period of two years aftor
they are harvestod, Foderal, State, county, municipal, levce, drainage, and
school bonds ond obligetions, bank deposits, londs and other property situated
betwéen the Mississippi river and the levees, and timber on lend clessificd
for reforestation for e poriod of ten yoors,

The board of supervisors may exompt for 5 years, subject to popular
referendum, hotels and mony specified new fuctories and industrics of public
utility from county ad valorem taxcs.66 In 1932, the Legislature ezompted
homesteads and 40 acres of land from Statc ad yalorem taxes to the extont of
$1,000, and the lew of 1935 increased the cxemption from Stote ad valorem °
taxes to $2,500 and 160 acres of 1and.67 The Home Exemption Act of 1938
cxempted to the extent of §$5,000 and 160 acres of lond all bona fide homes
ovmed and actually lived in, from all State ad valorem toxes cnd from all
county, road district, and school district ad velorem toxes.88 Each of the
acts direccted that 21l claims for exemption be made to the board of super-
visors through the tax assessor, and the board is empowercd and required to
cdjudicate all cloims.59

The bocrd of supervisors fixes the genoral tox lovy annually.”0 1In
addition, it imposes o number of separate property toxcs, some mandatory,

L. M. 1936, np. 496-497,

Const. 1817, arte. VI, soc. 7; L. M, 1822, pp. 357-370; Const. 1832, art.
VII, scc. 15; Code 1848, p. 171; Code 1857, pp. 73-74; Const. 1869, ‘art.
XI, sec, 20; Code 1871, scc. 18623 Code 1880, secc. 468; Const. 1890, secs.
90, 112, 181, 182, 192; Code 1892, scc. 3744; Code 1906, secs 42613 Code
1917, scc. 6878; L. M. 1924, ch. 329; L. M. 1928, pp. 245-246; Code 1930,
secs. 3108, 6161; L. M. 1938, pp. 157-158.

Const. 1890, sec, 192; L. M. 1920, p. 3565 L. M. 1922, p. 348; L. M. 1924,
Pe 597; L. M. 1930, ppe. 116~119; Code 1530, secs. 3109-3113; L. M. 1932,
pp. 630-631; L. M. 1934, pp. 382-384; L. M. 1936, pp. 181-183; L. M. 1936,
Ex. Sess., pps 32-35, in L. M. 1938; scec ontrics 2«3,

L. M, 1934, p. 442; L, M. 1935, Ex, Scss., p. 136.

L, M. 1938, Ex. Sess., pe 19

L. M. 1924, p. 442; L. M. 1935, Ex. Scss., p. 1403 L. M. 1938, Ex. Sess,,
PPe 28-29; sec entry 3.

L. M. 1833, pp, 385-399; Codc 1848, p. 710; Code 1857, pp. 416-418; Code
1871, secs. 980, 1363, 1372-1373; Code 1880, sccs. 1835, 2144, 2153-

21543 Code 1892, sccs. 289, 314; Code 1906, sccs. 307, 335; Code 1917,
seccs. 3680, 3708; L. M. 1920, p. 366; Ccde 1930, sccs. 214, 386, 3227,
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others optionnl., It mcy lovy o specicl tex for crecting, cnlarging, ro-
peiring, or remodcling county buildings, and it hi.s power to imposc o spoc-
icl tox for meintaining the county public schools oubside seperate uchnol
districtss The board must lovy toxcs in the verious school and rod dis~
tricts of the county for supplemcnting the county zcnoral funds, nd for
other purposes, if pectitioncd to do so by c.majority of the que 11116d
cloctors of cny district. The bosrd must olso levy special taxecs to pay
the interest on county or county-district bonds and provide °1.Ling f'unds
for their rodemption. It must clso lovy o special tex to mect locns made
in anticipetion of toxcs.’

After the tox lovy hes becn mode, the clerk of the borrd of supcrvisors
ccrtifiecs it to the sheriff 's tx collector, to the State Auditor of Public
Accounts, to the Stute Iand Comnissioner, and to the Stete Tex Connissions 2

The tox assessor is roquired to moke an annuel csscssment of the polls
end of all personal property in the county subject to texation end & bien-
nicl essessment of all rool property in the county subjoet to toxation.’s
The roal and porsonel rolls nust be coapleted and dolivered to the bocrd of
supcrvisors on or before the first Mondey in July.74 The board of supervi-
sors is required to cqualize and rovieow th tox assessmonts ot its July
meeting and within 10 days of its August mocting, end on coapleting the
cquelization, must cpprove the assessaonts subject to thc rights of persons
in intercst to be hoard on objecctions. The August meoting of the board must
be devoted to hen g ond deteraining 2ll objections cnd exceptions filed by
persons dissatisficd with theo assc nts It is the duty of the board to
sond the rolls to the Statc Tox 00411 sion for final éorrection and cquali-

! 3

zotion, The Commission cqualizes the asscssments os botween counties eand
.
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713-714; Code 1857, pp.
880, scecs. 2144, 2150;
4047; Code 1906,
L. M. 1910, pp.
1614, pp. 245, 261,
/ secs. &420,
&708, 5 1 3863 L. M.
pn. +44, 450 : i ~ Codo 1930,
il u427 CZ : 664 65 666 D755 6T25 3 #6727 ¢
Lo M. l UZ pPp. 486-467,
Code 1857, pp. 417-418; Codo 1871, scc. 1372; Code 1880, scc. 2153;
Code 1892, scc. 315; Codc 1906, sec. 336; Codec 1917, secc. 3709; L. M,
1920, pp. 366-867; Code 1930, scc. 2228.
L. M. 1846, pp. 65-97; Code 1848, pe 1875 Code 1857, ps:76; Code 1871,
sces. 1673, 1673; Codc 1880, sccs. 478, 489; Codo 1892, seca. &754,
4772; Code 1906, sces. 4263, 4231; Code 1917, soccs. 6897, 6915; L. M.
1920in ne 452 salie Mo #1926, Pe 417; L. M. 1928, Exs ScsS., ppes97-99;
Code 1930, sces. 3128, 3144-3145,
Code 1871, secc. 1684; Code 1880, scc. 4993 Codec 1892, sec
1906, sec. 4291; Code 19 17 scce. 6925; L. M. 1918, p. 137;
Pe 458 s ilisi Mo (1927, pe 52535 Codanl930,  sc0é 3161
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with regard to the different classes of property and returns the rolls to
the board subject to hearing objections from that body.

After the assessment rolls have been accepted and corrected by the
board, the clerk of the board must mcke two copies, deliver one copy to
the sheriff as tex collector, anothor to the State Tax _Commission, and
keep the original in his office as a permancnt record.’® The real and per-
sonc.l property of public service corporations in the county is assesscd by
the State Tex Commission, and, after the assessments ore egunlized end re~
viewed, the Commission forwecrds & copy of the rolls to the clerk of the
board of supervisors who mekes o copy and delivers it to the sheriff as tox
collector, retaining the original os 2 permanent rocord of his office.

The sheriff as tex collector, afior receiving the tax rolls from the
clerk of the bocrd of supervisors, CﬂL7ccuu both State and county toxes. ®
He is required to meke monthly rcpor of colleoctions to the clerk of the
board of suporvisors us cuditor cnd to the State Auditor of Fublic Accounts.
At the same time, he must pay over Stotc toaxes collected to the Stute Tress-
urcr and county taxes collectcd to the county depvsitoryo79

It is the duty of the sheriff as tex collector to sell both real and
l property on which taxes are dcllnquont.go Redemption of lands
toaxes quSu Lu m.dg t'rﬂu0h tho clerk of the chancery court as

n monies to the proper officials,8

L. M. 1846, pp. 65-97; Code 1848, p. 188; Code 1857, p. 78; Code 1871,
sec o 16873 Code 1880, sccs. 502, 505; Codc 1892, sccs. 3785-3788, 3792
Codc 1906, sccss 4292-4297, 4304-4308; L. M. 1916, p. 98; L, M. 1917,
Ex. Sess., rv 435 Code 1917, secs. 6928-6931, 6939-5942, 7769; Li M. 1918,
pp. 137+139, 206-207; L. M. 1920, pp. £53-455; Code 1930, secs. 3165,
3168-3170, &172, 3175-3179, 3185-3187.

Code 1871, sec. 1685; Code 1880, sec. 474; Code 1892, scc. 37513 Code
1906, sec. 4307; Code 1917, sec. 8941; L. M. 1920, p. 4563 Code 1930,
sece 3181; L. M., 1938; Exi Sess., p« 52; see entrics 156, 126,

L. M. 1918, pps 143-146; Code 1830, sccs. 35200-3207; sec cntry 16

Code 1857, p« T9; Code 1871, sec. 1690; Code 1880, seccs. 510, 21553

Code 1892, sec. 3801; Code 190€, soc. 4314; Codo 1917, scc. 6848 L. M.
1926, p. 2153 Code 1930, sacs. d iy sk il MO ST B S o g sl

Pisi 26 L.Il. 1932, Bx. S : M 924, pe. 653-654; L. M. 1934,

8¢
2
g

secs 1724; Code 1880, sccs 5483 L. M. 1888,

L. Mo 1904, p. 216; Code 19206, sec. 4357;

1“18, p. 1423 Code 1920, sec. 3289.

pe. 1785 Code 1867, pe T4 Code 1871,
1884, p. 16; Code 1892, scc. 37463

Code 1906, sc L1255 s le 1917, scoc, 6886; L. M. 1928, Ex. ScsSe., Pps

17-18; Code ; > 5120 ; M. 1934, p. aud.

Code 1871, 23 Code 1880, secs. : Code 1882, socs.

4823, 3825: Cod O 56C8. 4333, 4340; L.Ia. lJlO, pe 2163 Code 1917,

85GCE. 6972, ! le 18 s6C. 42653 scec cntries 23=24
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Licensc toaxes are imposed by the Stote and county on proctically
every occupotion and profession and arec collected for the State by the
sheriff cs tox collcctor.82 Tho county is authorized and requirced to col-
leet through the sheriff as tax ollector and for its own usc oan ennual
license fce from all owners of motor vchicles in the county.'*J The sheriff
as. tax collector remits occupational licensc fees colleected to the State
Troasurer end the motor wchicle or road and bridge privilege taxos to the
county depository.®*

The county has several sources of miscellaneous revenue. The board of

supervisors has control of the county's share of the Chickasaw School Fund
paid to it by the State.b° Another source of revenue is the money derived
from fines, penalties, and forfeitures imposed in the courts of the county.
The clerk of the board of supervisors as auditor debits the sheriff with &11
jury texes, fines, penalties, and forfeitures reported to him by the clerlk
of the courts, and the sheriff is requirecd to collect and pay the amount
charged him into the county treasury. C6  The county highwey fund is supple-
nented by & substantial sh“rc of the State tax levied on gasoline sold in
the countyap7 Poll texes collected in the county are placed to the credit
of the county public school fund.88 The county also receives portion of
the State equulizetiOﬂ fund for the use of the county schools. Federal
aid 1sorn001"cd to carry on e progran of agricultural end home demonstration
work.”

o
g+
89

All claims, accounts, and demcnds egrinst the county must be presented

s
lg

to the board of supervisors. Tho board, together with the clerk of

board as auditor, sudits all clains and the clerk, on the order of the board,

Code: k8Tl 'sees o 1748, (L7505 LN 1 18 e 165; Code 1880, sec. 589;

Code 1892, sec. 3401; Code 1906, sec. 3894; Code 1917, sec. 6621; L. M,

1935, Ex. Sess., p. 122; see entries 13

Ly M.. 1914, pp. 100-101lsy L. M.:1916, p 3 ¢ 1977 secs. 5756-5757;

L. M. 1920, p., 143-144; L. M. 1924 ; : 1926, pp. 190-

1923 L. M. 1928, pp. 300-301; Code 1SUO 5604 - 5 063 sec cntry 141,

Code 1871, scce. 1748; Code 1880, sec. 592 Code 18%2, sec. 34063 Code

1906, sec. 3904; Code 1917, scc. GBUU, L. M. 1935, Ex. Sessgis, pe 128,

L. M. 1848, ch. 5, secs: 1, 2,'5; ‘Code 1848, pp. 226-227, 235-235; L. M.

1856, pp. 82-86; Code 1857, pp. 682, 685-826; Code 1871, secs. 2015~

2021; Code 1892, sec. 40;0; Code 19506, sec. 4570; Code 1917, sec. 75863

L. M. 1924, p. 429; Code 1930, sec. 7241,

Code 1880, scc. 2168; Code 1892, sec. 334; Code 1906, sec., 3&55; Code 191F%F,

secis 32783 Code 1930, soce 508,

L. M. 1926, pp. 186-187; L. M. 1928, Ex. Sess., pp. 16-17; L, M. 1932,

PeiRaTsi Lot Mi, 1938, 'pet 258

L. M. 1844, pp. 57-86; Codo 1848, p. 182; Code 1857¢ pp. 10-11l; Co

1869, ert. VIII, sec. 6; Codo 1871, sec. 664; Code 1050, sec. 469;

1890, secs. 206, 243; Code 18092, scc. 37453 Code 1906, scce 42543 Code

1917, sec. 68853 L. M. 1924, pp. 470, 479; Code 1930, secs. 306, 3127.

L. M. 1924, pp. 412, 479; Code. 1930, sec. 6740,

&8 U, Ss Stat., port 1, pp. 373=574; Le M, 1914, p. 280; Coﬂc 19
0l

s
3800-38013 45 U. S. Stat., part 1, p. 711; Code 1930, secs. 82

ik
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issues warrants on the county depository in payment of all claims which are
approved by the board.91 It is the duty of the county depository to make
querterly reports of ell receipts and disbursements and to return with the
reports all canceled warrants which the clerk of the board as auditor must
file and preserve uas & public record.?

The clerk of the board as auditor must audit the accounts of county of-
ficers regul&rly.g‘5 In addition, the State Auditor of Public Accounts is em~—
powered to audit end examine the cccounts of all county officers at least once
a year. He is perticulerly charged with auditing the allowances and expendi-
tures made by the board of supervisors,*

The board of supervisors has power and authority to issue bonds for gen-
eral county purposes, for crecting and meintaining schools, for refunding out-
stending bond issues, for constructing end meintsoining roads and bridges, for
meeting ‘outstanding warrants and other legel obligations, for esteblishing
and maintaining a county conviet form, cnd for erecting and mainteining o
courthouse cnd & jail.%®

Elections

A person to qualify as on elcctor must be a citizen of the United States;
at least 21 years of age; o resident of the State for 2 years, and of the dis-
trict in which he is offering to vote for 1 year; must be able to read any
section of the Constitution of the United States, or if he cannot reoad, under-
stand and give a roasonable interpretation of it; must never heve boen con-
victed of bribery, burglary, theft, arson, obtaining money or goods under
false pretenses, perjury, forgery, embezzlement, or bigamy; must have paid all
texes legally required of him, cnd be able to produce satisfactory evidence
(poll tox receipts for 2 consccutive years) of such payment to thg officers
holding an clection; and must be rcgistered os prescribed by lew.”

Code 1857, p. 419; Code 1871, sec. 1381; Code 1880, secc. 2159; Code 1892,
secs. 320-321; Code 1906, secs. 341-342; Code 1917, secs. 3714-3716; Codec
1930, sccs. 254-255; sce cntry 148

L&M. 1912, p. 210; Code 1917, sec. 4244; Code 1930, sec. 4350; sce
entries 149=150.

Code 1880, sec. 2171; Codo 1892, scc. 33%6; Code 1906, sec. 357; L. M.
1914, p. 299; Code 1917, sec. 37303 Code 1930, sco. 304.

L. M. 1924, p. 557; L. M. 1930, p. 443; Code 1930, sec. 3753; L. M. 1938,
pp. 356-357; sce entry 155,

Code 1892, sec. 311; L. M. 1900, pp. 165-166; L. M. 1904, p. 195; L. M.
1906, p. 108; Code 1906, sccs. 331, 397; L. M. 1910, pp. 140, 192; L. M.
1912, pp. 160, 161, 166; L. M. 1914, pp. 242-243, 266-267; Code 1917,
sees. 3704, 3774, 7169-7161, 7356-7357; L. M+ 1918, pp. 257-2583; L. M.
1920, pp. 284, 393-395; L. M. 1924, pp. 459-460, 471-474; Code 1930,

237, 247, 5977, 5986, 6389, 6421, 6431, 6686, 6737-6738; see entria 2,%,
Conste' 1869, art., VIII, secs. 1=3; crbt. XIT, secs 23 Code 1871, sec.

Code 1880, secc. 108; Const. 1890, secs. 214-245; Code 1892, scos. 3615~
3614; Code 1906, secs. 4110-4120; Code 1917, seccs. 6753-6754, 6772; Code
1930, secs. 6185~-61%6, 6217; L, M. 1935, Ex. Sess,, pe. 36; seo cntries 135,
156=157 4
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Prospective electors must register with the clerk of the circuit court
os registrar, who examines them a&s to their qualificetions and requires them
to swear they possess the necessary qualifications to vote, and that they cre
not disqualified because of conviction for any crime.97

The county board of election commissioners is required, before every
election, to revise or purge the rcgistration books and poll books kept by
the registrar of elcetions.

A candidetc for public office must be a qualified clector, and in addi-
tion, must not deny the existence of a Supreme Being, although he is not re-
quired to meet any rcligious test as & qualification for officc; must not
have been convicted of bribery, porjury, or eny other infemous crime, or of
giving or offering dircetly or indirectly eny bribe to procure the clection
or appointmert of &« person to office; and must not have participated in &
duel or served as o sccond to & duclist.99

The Corrupt Prectices Act of 1935 rcquires thet dandidetcs for State,
district, county, and county-district offices meke affidavits that they
have reed the Corrupt Practices Act end thet they will mot violate it. The
act olso requires candillates for county and county-district offices to file
with the clerk of the circuit court itemized stotements. of their campaign
cxpenses, and it prohibits cahdidetes from pronising eppointments to office
or their influence in other weys, and sets up rigid restrictions apoinst
verbe.l or printed attacks on opponents during tho campeign, 100

All officers eleeted or appointed to office in the State, exceopt
Judges and members of the Legislature must toke the following oath before
entering upon duties of theif offices: "I do solemnly swesr (or effirm) thet
I will faithfully support the Constitution of tho United Stotes and the Con-
stitution of the Stoate of Mississippi and obey the lows. thereof; thot I am
not disquelified froa holding officey ond I will foithfully discharge the
duties of the office upon which I am cbout to cnter. So help me God,"10L

The county board of election commissioners is cherged with the prop-
arction of bullots for clections.l02

Code 1£71, sec. 343; Codc 1880, sccs. 106, 108; Code 1892:, sces. Z613=-
8614 Code 1906, secs. 4119-4120; Codc 1917, secs. 6751-6754; Codc 1930,
sucs. 6185-6186.

Code 1871, sec. 35ly Ccde 1880, sec. 124; Codc 1892, scc. 3635; Code

1906, secs. 3702, 4142; Codc 1917, sccs. 6394, 67763 Code 1930, seec. 5871.
Const. 1832, ort. I, sccs. 34, art. VII, sccs. 2, 4-5; Const. 1869, cort,
I, secssil%, 27, crte IV, soose 17-18, prt. XIT, sccy 35 Consts 1890,
sccs. 18, 19, 44, 250, 265.

L. M, 1935, Ex. Scsse, pps &3=52.

Congti.i18&2, tarts VIT, ) I; Const. 1869, crt. XII, sec. 26; Const. 1890,
Secis kb

Code 1892, sccs. 3651, %659-3660; Ccde 1906, sccs. 4158, 4166-4167; Code
1917, secs. 6792, 6800, 6802; Code 1930, sccs. 6224-6225, 6228,
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General elections for Stete, district, county, and county-district
officers cre held every fourth year on the first Tuesdey after the first
Mondey in November. 103" Prinary clections for perty nominctions of officers
ero held OL the first Tuesday after the first Monday in August preceding
the genercl elections, ond thcv ere governed and regulated by the election
lows) dn f)rcn ot the time the cloctions cre held, with the c ounty exeocutive
comnittee discharging the duties of the county board of clection commission-
ers, except rovising the registration and poll boo sks. 104 ps only one major
party functions in Mississippi, the Democratic, nomination ot princry elec-
tions is tontanount to election. When no candidate receives & mejoriby. of
the votes cust ,second primeries cre held 3 weeks cfter the first primary, be-
tween the 2. Cuill ctes who receive the highest number of vatCQ.lab Special
clcctlvus for unexpired terms are called bJ the county board of election com-
nissioners on order of the board of supervisors, if the unexpired term is for

n 6 months .08

It is the duty of the sheriff to provide oquipzent for polling places
end he must furnish & sufficient nunber of voting coupertaents, shelves, &nd
tebles, so that there shall be not less than 1 of ecch for eech 100 clectors
in the district.

The county board of election counissioners, appointed by the State
Bocrd of Elegtion Commissioners, is required to appoint the menegers of
¢lections. 108 Tt is the duty of the county comnissioners to cppoint bailiffs
to rreserve order et the {.olls.loJ

The votes cast in primary elections cre counted

(1
rolling place by the election managers who certify the ro

Le Mo 1833, ppe. 4£14-423; Code 1848, p. 1593 Code 1857, p. 90; Const. 1869,
arte IV, sec. T3 Code 1ETL, secce: 3563 Code 1€80,. soe. WAlT; Consts 11890,
sec. 102; Code 1892, sec. 3632; Code 1906, sec. 4129; Code 1917, sec, 6773;
Code 1930, sec. 6209

Code 1892, secs. 266, 3257; Code 1906, sec. 36973 Code 1917, sec. 6388;
Code 1930, sec. 3864, Tho county exccutive committee is comnposed of 15
mnembers, & from each supe xlsor's.district chosen by party Joleghto con-
ventions every 4 years (ibid

Code 1906, sec. , M. 1914, pp. 193-194; Code 1917, scc. 6391;
Code 1930, secc. }

L. M. 1900, pp. 94-9 ! ) : :169; C¢ Ce 68

19805, a064. 6265

Code 1592, sec.

1930, sec. 6223

L. M. 1833, ppe. £14-423 d 3 . -160; Code 1857, ppe. 91-92;
Code 1o7l seCSe 34« 56 ¢ od 3 S6CS. 121, 133; Code 1892, secs.
3602, 3645-36463; Code 1406 secs. 4108, 4150, 4163; Code 1917, secs.
6742, 6784, 6787; Code 1830, secs. 6177, 6214, 6222.

L. M+ 1833, pp. 414-423; Code 1848, pp. 161-162; Code 1857, p. 9Yl; Code
1871, sec. 3653 Code 158 sec. 128; Code 1892, sec. 2630; Code 1906,
scce 41453 Code 1917, scc. 6779; Code 1930, sec. 6217,
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ballots and a certificd copy of the result in thec boxes. The boxes are de-
livered to the county cxecutive committce. This committoc cenvasses and re-
views all boxes and doposits the boxes with the rogistrar of clections.llO
The vote cast in general cleetions are delivercd in the seme manner to the
election commissioncrs by the eleotion menagzers who canvass and review the
boxes and deliver them to the clerk of the circuit court as rogistrer.ill

With respeet to party nominations of presidentiesl elcetors, each polit-
icel party 112 35 Tunica-County is entitlcd to 2 delegetes to its State con-
vention held every 4 years to sclect the clectors These delegeteos are
chosen by county delogate coaventions held every 4 yeurs. Dclegates to the
county convention arc clected at precinct elections called by the county
exccutive committeoe, and are apportioned emong the supervisors! districts
or cmong the precincts of the county in proportion to the nuaber of votes

cast by the party at the preceding presidential eleotion, 11d

BEducation

County agencies which perticipute in the adninistration of the school
progra;a cre the superintendent of education, the county school board, and
the board of supervisors. Four typcs of subdivisions in the county, call-
ed districts, have been esteblished in Tunice County as authorized by lew:
Common school districts, consolidoted school districts, srecial consolidated
school districts, cnd separate school districts, with boards of trustees
for occh,ilé

schools arec mcintained for children of the white cnd colored

The schools in the county are supported by county taxes, by poll tox
colleoted cnd retained in th co nt;, by the State por capita fund, by
he State equalizing fund, by local distriet taxzes which the pecople inpose
on theaselves, and by cash payments made by the Stete from the Chickasaw

0l Fund.

(¢}
ok
G

Code 1906, sec..3705; Code 1917, scc. 63973 Code 1930, secs. 5884,
58955 L. M. 1935, Ex. Scsse, ppe 37=39.

L. M. 133%, pp. 414-423; Code 184E€, p. 161; Code 1857, pp. 92-98;
Code' 1871, sccs 3773 Codeo 1880, sec. 138; Code 1892, scc. 3671; Code
1906, secs. 3712, 4128 M. 1910, ch. 208; Code 1917, sccs. 6404,
6812; Code 1930, s 5684, 6850,

The Decnocretic party is tk, only najor perty functioning in Mississippi.
Code' 1£92, socse 3256, &25T; L. M. 1902, pps 106+107;3 Code 1906, 'secks
3699; Code 1917, sec. 6390; Coce 1930, scc. 5066, "Each county is on-
titled to o number of voteos in the Statce coavention equel to double
its representetion in the Statc House of Ropresentatives (ibids),end
Tunice County clects 1 representative. (Codo 1930, sec. 5220

Sec¢ "School Trustee," pp. 150-151,

Constei 1890, secs 207+
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The superintendent, whose duties are administretive rather than super-
visory, controls the county school fund composed of State money, county
school taxes, and poll texes; fixes the salaries of teachers; eppoints
teachers when the local trustees do not select and recommend them by June
16; and enters into the only contracts made for teaching services.-

The main functions of the county school board are to organize and fix
the bounderies of the school districts; to designate the location of the
schoolhouse in any district when it has not elready becn located; to set
tho date for the opening of the county schools or give essent to the dato
proposed by the superintendent of cducetion;!l? and together with the supecr-
intendent, lay out 2ll routes for the transportation of schdol children and
let all contracts for such transportation.lis

The board of supervisors, as o direct function in the conduct of the
county schools, may levy an ennunl tex of not more than 1 mill on the prop-
erty in the county outside of scparate school districts for o fund to be
used for building school houscs.11® A1l other taxes are levied after action
of some other agenecy. County taxes outside of separate districts arc imposed
only after the levy has becn epproved by & majority of the qualified elec-
tors voting in cn elcction,lzo and district texcs are levied on the petition
of & majority of the qualified cleoctors of the district.l2l Tho board may
issue county cnd district bonds on the cpproval of three-fifths of the qual-
iried eloctors of the county voting in an clection, or on the approval of a
majority of the qualified electors rosiding in the district.122

Code 1871, secs. 2006-2010; Codc 1892, s &979-3991; Code 1906,

sccs. 4497-4509, 4°09-4816; Code 1917, secs. 7556=7687; L. M. 19524,

ppe. 416-423; Code 1930, secs. 6562-6580.

Code 1892, seccs. 3991-3996; Code 1506, secs. 4510-4515; Code 1917, secs.,
7380-7335; L. M. 1924, pp. 423-425; Code 1930, secs. 6581-6587.

L. M. 1938, p. 545, Until 1938, this wes a function of the school trus-
toes  (LaMeil910, (peilla s L M 19125 pac323,s The M i1914 ] pp. 265-2667
Lo M. 1916, pp. 265-267; L. 1. 1924, pp. 440-441; Code 1930, sec. 6639).
Code 1830, sec. 6725; L. . 1936, Seccond Ex S8, in Les M. 19568, ppe
18-19.

Code 1892, sec. 4047; Code 1906, scc. 4572; L. M. 1214, pp. 131-132;
Code 1917, sec. 7388; L. M. 1924, pp. 467-468; Code 1930, secc. 6725; L.
il. 1926, Sccond Ex. Sess., in L. M. 1938, p. 18. The Constitution
authorizes the board to increase the prescribed State poll tax of $2: to
not more then §$3 for the purposc of aiding the common schools (Const.
1890, sec. 243).

Le M. 1914, p. 259; L. ¥, 1916, pp. 284-285; Code 1917, secs. 7352-5353,
7364 3 L. M. 1924, pp. 443-444; Code 1930, sccs. 6647, 6649, 6654, 6663,
6726-6727; L. M. 1932, pp. 466-467.

L. M, 1912, p. 166; L. M. 1914, pp. 286-267; Code 1917, sccs. 7356-7358,
7364; Lo Mo 1920, pp. 282-284; L. il.. 1924, pp. 444-445, 471-476; Code
1930, secs. 5582-5983, 6737-6758; L. il. 1932, ppe. 499-500, 547, 548,
5503 L. M. 1934, p. 538; L. M. 1935, Ex. Secss., pp. 164-185; L. il. 1938,

Pp. 537-538.
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school trustces have gencral local supervision of the school
their respeetive ﬁistricts,lag may borrow monev in anticipation
and must prepare cnd file with the suporintendent of cducation
cstimated expensecs and o statement of estimated revenucs for
cach fiseal year.125 The trustess of all county district schools elect the
neabers to the county school board.lé6

Public Health

The public hezlth progrom in the county is conducted by o county depart-
nent of health, tho director of which is appointed by the board of supervisors
subjeet to approval by the State Board of Heelth,+27 The department was or=-
gonized January 2, 1939, and ot present consists of the dircector, 4 public

(4
<
L
U

E]
health nurses, & scanitation supervisor, 2 clerks, and a secretary.l2

Tho board must fix and poy the salery of the dircctor of the health de-
p;rtnont.lzg It may establish local quarantine and enforce it by reasonable
rules cnd regulationsl30 and provide for compulsory saallpox voccinations. él
It mey instruet the heelth officer to make sanitary inspections of schools,
prisons, markets, and other public pleces, and may receive reports of the
officer!'s invostigations.lzz Tho boerd is cuthorized to arrronvinte money
to b¢ used in the control and cradication of infectious discnses end in the

e3¢

promotion of public health,*°%

Under the direct supervision of the State Board of Henlth, thc eounty
health officer must enforce the rules and regulations of this boord in re-
gord to the health interest of the county; exemine cs for os procticeble in-
to all cascs of malarical, infeotious, and gpidenic discascs: and their couses;
investigate the sanitary conditions of schools, prisons, morkets, ond other
public pleees; recommend to the governing cuthoritics of the county, cnd of

12%. L. M« 1873, p. 11; Code 1880, saos, 703~708; Code 1892, sccs. 4003-40063
Code 1506, secss, 4£522-4525; Code 1917, secs. 7342-73563: L. M. 1924, ppe
4334843 Code 1930, sccs. 6629-6631, 6639. The boards of trustces cre
not bodies corporcte cnd eannot sue or be suocd.

Code 1930, secs. 6728-6729; L. M. 1938, pp. 553-554,
L. M. 1936, pp. 496497,
Code 1930, scc. 6581
L, Me 1920, pp. 284-285; Lo M. 1924, ps 544; Le Mo 1928, pp. 433-4%4;
Code 1930, sec. 4£926.
Seo "Depertment of Hoelth,"™ p. 154«
Lo Ma 1920, ppe 284-285; L. Ms 1924, p. 5443 L. M. 1926, pp. 4£33-4&
Code 1930, scc. 4926.
Code 1£92, scc. 2278; Coce 15086, ) - 9 D 8€C
230, ! scce 48824
L. M« 1600, pe 1463 Code 19 : secs 48413
1980, scc. 4878,
Code 1892, sece 2276; L. M,
1917, sec. 4843; Code 1930,
LoiMe« 1928, 'pus 25 Coce 1930,
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any city in the county, regulations considered necessary to promote the
health of the county; and report his actions, all informetion, and the rec-
sults of investigations to the State Board of Health.l34

Births and deaths in the county are reported to the Division of Vital
Statistics ofrthe State Board of Health by the county registrar of births
and dcaghs.léo Marriage statistics are reported by the clerk of the circuit
court, 0° and divorce statistics arc reported by the clerk of the chancery
cour ol

Wolfare

The board of supervisors has jurisdiction over the relief and support
of the poor in the county.l88 The hoard also hos Jurisdiction over poor or-
phen children, 139 and it must advance money for the investipgation and removal
of insene persons.l40 The bourd must also provide for the care aond mainte-
ncnee of paupers alleged to be insane, pending investigation, and provide
permanent carec for such persons ofter they heve becn legally zdjudged insane
if there is no place for them in one of the Stete insanc hospitels. il 1n
eddition, the board appoints the members of the county bocrd of public wol-
fare of the State Department of Public Welfarc, 142 and it has power and author-
ity to cooperate with the Fedoral relief progrem.l4d

The pension board of inquiry, appointed by tho board of supervisors,
adjudicates all claims for Stqtc—faid pensions, made by Confederate veterans,
their widows, and their servants..l44

Code 1£92, sce, 22783 Codo 1906, secc., 2494; L. M. 1916, p. 166; Code

1917, sec., 4877; L. M. 1920, pp. 285-286; Codoc 1530, secs. 4913-4927.

L. M« 1912, pp. 158-159; Code 1917, scc. 4871; Codc 1930, scc. 4607,

Mississippl Stote Board of Hoalth, Division of Vital Statistics, In-

structions to Registrars of Births cnd 25;+ o) oSS0 S i
2

L. M. 1986, pp. 256-257; Codo 1980, ScC.

L, M, 1926, S 1928, pp. 184-186; Code 1£30, scc. 1426,

L. #. 1832, pp. 385-39S; Code 1846, pp. 255-296, 299, 7103 Code 1857,
ppe 210-211, 418; 5t . oart. VII, scc. 29; Code 1871, secs.
975-1985; 0 > 630; Conste 1890, sec. 262; Code 1892,
5608 . 289, Blis, 3 515 & secse. 807, &566, 3572,
38573, 3578-3579; L.

6190, 6196; Code 3

Code 1880, scc., 637; i 892, 'sees 31693 Codo 1906, 56c, 35823 Lis M
1916, pp. 336~837; Code 1917, sec. 6199; Code 1930, scc, 5710,

Code 1880, sccs. 663, 665-666; Code 1892, secs. 2835, 2638; Code 19086,
sce's. 8222, 3230; Codc 1917, sccs. 5564, 5572; Code 1930, secs. 4579, 4586.

Code 1906, sec. 30&; Code 1217, sec. 3681; Code 1930, sec. 238
Ly My 19ent phtave)
Le Mo 1934, pp. 472-4

673 3 M. 1935, Ex, Sesss, pp. 197, 211; L. M
pPpe 683-684; L. M. 1938, Ex pp. 117-118.,

L. M. 1088, p. 30; L. WM. 192, p. 32; L. M. 1896, p. 65; L. M. 1898, p.
543 L. Mo 1900, pp. 84; L. M. 1904, pp. 186-186; Code 1806, sec. 3662;

3 Pe

Code 1917, scc. 68317; Cod 9%0,
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Public Work

Full jurisdiction over roads, forries, and bridges is exerciscd by the
board of supervisors in accordance with such regulations as the Legislature
may prescribe.145 The board must provide und maintain o courthousc and
jeil, and if there is not o courthouse in the county or if it is undergoing
repeirs or it is not fit for use, the board must provide a building in which
the courts and the meeting of the boerd may be held.lé

This body is givon the cxclusive power to meke ond authorize all cone
tracts in the ncie of the county,147

Miscolleneous Functions

Activities in agriculturcl domonstretion end home economics cre carried
on in the county with the cid of Federal fupds, by the county extension de=-
pertment in agriculture end home econonics. *8 The county agents in charge of
this progrom are appointed by the board of supervisors on the recornmendation
of the u:xtms:)n Departaent of Mississirpi State College and with the ap-

of the United States Department of Agricult ure. 149

Provisions are made for the recording with the clerk of the chancery
court as recorder of cherters of incorporation,190 marks and brands of live-
stock,1°1 declerations of homestonds to obtain exeaption froa seizure or pale

GonstitlBs2y ants kIVy asocis 20 s vl SNSRI IS { Codc 1848, p.
7103 Code 1857, p. 416; Const. 1869, art. VI, 03 Code 1871, sec.
1363; Code 1880, sec. 2144; Const. 1&C0, se i i 1896, pp. 145~
146; Code 18206, secc. 307; Code 1517, sec, 8680; Code 1250, sec. 214,
Ls M. 1833, pp. 385-3¢9; Code 1848, p. 7103 C ode 1857, ppe 416-417;
Code 1871, secs. 1363, 1370; Code 1860, secs. 2144, 2151; Code 1892,
socs. 2089, 3083 Cods 1906, secs. 307, 325; Code 1917, seca. 368Q,
3698; Code 1930, secss 214, 220
Code 1871, sec. 1388; Code 1880, secws 2179; Code 1892, sec. 340; L. M.
1904, pp. _‘5 188; Code 19068, sec. 361; Code 1917, scce. 87243 Code

550, (560«
B G908 n 4 ) S Sbotie i Pan 3743 LaiMs 19145 DwRE0S
Code 1917, se 5 003 L. Me . 192 De 3 45 Sy Staty Part
TollsaCode ¢19 > 2780 28 TR O pp. 517-5184
L. M. 1908, ) Maev1S14, pasdb0s Corc 1617, secs. 3703, 3301;
Leallie 1624, ipe 5223 Code 195 008,209, 1282 TiiM< i 19865 D (OILIR
Code! 1857, ps-291; Code 1871, se 2401; Code 1880, sccs 19303 Const.
1890, 'scas 189; Code 1892 > 40 T¢ ode 1930, sec, 4115; sce en=
try 344
L. M. 1218, p, 5 ) G 5623 Codo 1930, sog, 5476; see

entry 30 .
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under exccution or attachment for debt, 152 discharges and all nilitary re-
cords and documents of veteréns of the Spenish<Ancricen War,153 and 21l sur-
veys of land made by the county surveyors or ether surveyors.l54

Recorcds Systen

The regords of Tunico County sre in generaol in good condition, with the
excoption of some of *the older records which were domaged-during the Civil War.
Tunice County has.had two disasters in which records wcre destroyed. Whon
Austin, the first county seat, wis burncd by Union soldiers’during the Civil
Wor, most of the county records were plocecd for safcty in the“2 eisterns on
either side of the courthouse,. The rccords staycd in the cistorns for severel
nonths, and those on thc botton rotted fromn danp: “Onerdof the' first marricge
rcgords wae rwincd.and the roster of Confedercte soldiers was destroyed. In
1920, fire.destroyed the courthouse.ct Tunicd,’ tnd scvercl ciscs' of files were
domaged by smoke and water. Some of the récords hove beon  lost” in'noving from
courthouse to courthousc.

All of the land conveyente, reeords ind court dockets trc kKept" in\heovy,
leather-bound books, most of which are inscrtable 1oose-loti types Ledgers
and journals, singe 1922 havc been kept in canvas-bound insertoblc, lopose-leaf
voluaes, 2nd, confora to, the standard ceeounting syston prosoribed by the’ State
Auditor, of, Public Aeccounts, . The newspapers ore bound yearly in heavy canvess.
covers. Unbound records are depositcd in nanile or stcel “containers .and - are
preserved in an orderly monner.

The. voults. in tho. courthouse aroc, saple for the'necds ‘off ‘tha county/ of fi-
cers, and the outside stordge veult and the' rdcords roo in“theVjoil contain

sufficient storagc roca for nonwcurrent.recorcse

County officers are authorized cnd cupowcred to deposit for'perianent
preservotion with the Mississippi Departanent of Archives and History cny
official, books, records, .cdocunents, original papers, ncws ngr files, and
printed record books mot in current usé in ‘thoir offices.lb

152, Codd 1892, secs s Code 1906, seces 2483 Code 1917, secs1823; Code

1930, .sec. . 1767; e eutry 36

103 AT WEETAP M posd b ; sce entry 37

164, Code 1692, .scce. 4359€ ode (1908, sces 49533 Code 1917, sScce 7746; Codo
1930, scc. 7148, ;

165. ' L M. 1902, p. 45; Code 1906, sec. 1636; Code 1917, sec, 3450; Coce 1930,
seCe 8629,
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...Legend

LEGEND
- ConstitutibﬁaiA

Sthtutory

Ex Officio Office

A1l officers eslected by popular vote serve four-year termss
(1) Wo incumbent in Beat le.. Two justices from Beats 2 and 4; one
sustice ezch from Bea s ‘3 and 5. i

Jusu

(8)  Five members, 0Re from each beat or districts
cach of the Pive "supervi«

Seven members;. & quallfweé e’cctor from
toran, and the county pros-

sors! beats or districts, & Tlorld War.ve
gcuting attorney. :
Appointed by the board of suporvisors, subguct to the approval of
the Mississippi State Poor d.of Hoalth.

as

In charge of on county agent and one homo demongtration agent, ap-
pointed on f'COﬁh»JG&thﬂ of Extension Department of Mis 51°310p1
._Ct te Gollege and on approvel of United States Dcyarﬁncnt of nfrl-

culturo. Indofinito terme
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(5]
=
O
£
5
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1942

Appointed by . the au“tc :rd of Zloction Commissioncrs. which dosig-

notos the clork ' the clir cuit court U“l,aS 1t colsldcrg him o

improper pcrson. e | oo

Throo: mombers. appointed by the State Board of Floetion

Trro~y CAT. GCIMe - ; A it

ach crxmlml

fr01 o lIst
than

Not more ‘than 20 or lc.‘ chan

sgssion of circuit court from

of G2 n?mJu; thusu 62 boing omp

800 or loss th 200 persons ClJ“lblC to scrve

;
o
annually by the boa of s

CHART OF GOVERNMENT

Appointc d by tho Div rision of Vital Stotistics of the lilssiss
§tote Board of Tealth, Indofinito torme

Throo o five mombors for coch school district, clocted by school
petrons who arc qvulljwcq cloctorss ~Three= to-fivo=year -torme One

membor clectod annuallys
Five members, onc from © ach gupcrvisor's boat or ‘digtrict, clectoed
by trustees of all cothJ cohool districts. Onc mcmbor ‘cldcted on-
muelly. Five-yoar torm. Supcrintendent of cducation is ox officio
prosidont. ; i
. 1 e ) A 3 ' »

Consists of welferc agent cpp yointcd by State Dnntvtwcnt 6f Public
Wolfaro and five mowmbers, onc from oo ch suporvisor? s boat or dis-
trict, cppointed by the bo .rd of supervisors, Indoflnltc torm.

o
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(First cntry, p; 79)

fox

5. HOUSING, CARE, AND ACCESSIBILITY OF TEE RECORDS

The Tunica County courthouse is situated in the central part of the town
of Tunica, at the east end of Harris Street East, between Court Street South
and Court Street North. It was erected in 1922 as the fifth county-owned
Jbuilding occupied for the purpose of holding courts of record and by county
officers, and has been in use continuously since thet time.t

zhe first Tunica County courthouse was built at Commerce in February
184€.% The county seat was moved to Austin during the same year, and new
quarters were built in Deccember 1848.8 This structure burned, and another
courthousec was erected in Deccomber 1866.,%4 It was used until the county seat
was chenged to Tunica and a courthouse was completed there in April 1889.5
This building was destroyed by fire in January 1920,6 and a small outside
veult wes used es o courthouse until a temparary frane building could Dbé bailt
for this purpose.

It was: 2 years before the board of supervisors began plans to rebuild the
courthouse. The clerk was ordercd to advertise for bids for construction on
February 7, 1922, directly after the plans and specifications submitted by Mr.
Frenk P. Gates of Clarksdele, Mississippi, had boen cccepted.’ The architect
also superviscd the construction of the building, receiving $3,061.58 for
plans and supervision,®

On April 4, 1922, Algernon Bleir of Montgomery, Alobama, wes cwtrded the
contract to build the new courthouse at the price of $122,863.07, this sum
being subjeet to "edditions or deductions,"9 There were no deductions but the
minutes of the board of supervisors show thot an additional sum of $41,563.59
we.s spent .10 The building committee was composed of F. A. Montgomery, O, F.
West, E. P. Mangum, Re S. Alexander, and J. W, Lake.tl The board of super-
visors also spent $6,000 for landscaping tho grounds.l2 The building vas ac-
copted on January 4, 1923, the date called for in the contract.ld

The 3-story, tepestry brick and stone structure has outside measurcments
of 7Q' x 80' x 75! and contains 420,000 cubic feet of space. It is considered
100 percent fireproof, All floors are constructed of merble or concrete, and
the building has walls and coilings of marblc or plaster throughout,

For a discussion of thc Tunice County courthouses and temporary county of-
flcos, see "Historical Sketoh," pp. 17=23,
Minutes of the Board of Police, I, 57=58.

Tbiid eS8

Tohdu T IT ey

Minutes of the Board of Suvervisors, III, 139, .
Tunice Times-Democrat, Jenuary 17, 1520
linutcs of tho Board of Supervisors, XI, 44.
Ibid.

Thide, 844

TEIR T IOCR LI, 225-208, 231, 1286-287 2494
iy 95

Ibid., 109-10.

Ibid., 2494




BEousing, Care, and Accessibility (First entry, p. 79)
of the Records

The courthouse is heated by a gos furnace located in the concrcte celler
of the county jail, a red brick building 50 feet northcast of the courthouses,
HEeat is brought into the courthouse through large pipes ontering at the second
floor on the cast side of the building. Rodictors in all officcs end voults
make the building comfortable and safe from the danger of firc. Ventilation
end lighting are uniformly good in 2ll offices and voults, Approximately 76
percent of all county rccords arc stored in four voults in the courthouse, in
an outside storage veult, and in the jeril rdcord vault.

The building is well-kept and is not allowed to deteriorate. In 1939, the
interior of the building wes refinished, all walls being calcimined and window
frames end doors refinished,

The courthouse is in the center of a. lot approximately 500 feet east and
west and 360 feet north and souths The offices of the sheriff, chanccery clerk,
circuit clerk, board of supervisors, and the superintendent of education arc on
the first floor. The offices of the county prosecuting attorney, tax assessor,
and the county agricultural agent are on the second floor as well os the court-
room, juryroom, snd the county law library which is also usod as the officec of
the department of public welfaro., The office of the assistant county agricultur-
ol agent is on the third floor. The main entrance on the west sidc opens into
o marble vestibule which in turn opens through large double doors into & lobby
welled with marble, supported by four great marble colunns, and containing a
hendsome marble staircase. All offices on the first floor arc entered from
this lobby.

Board of Supervisors: The office of the board of supervisors is on the
cast side of - the courthouse adjoining the chancery clerk's office.  The room is
20 U tx N 1454. Space and Oqulfnent are adequate for the b“»rd of supervisors
and for public users. No permanent records of the board arc kept in this room.
Approximetely 48 percent of tho supervisors! rocords tre kept by the chancery
clerk in his wvault; 50 percent are sbored in thu outside vault- 3 file boxes
of papers. in the choncery clerk's office and 1 bound volume in the tux assessor!
office, comprise tho remaining 2 peorcent. For the louu-ng, carc, cnd accessi-
bility of the records of the bourd of supervisors, sec of the Chancery
Court, pes 653 Outside Voult, p. 703 and Tox Asscssor, p. o

Clerk of tho Chunccrv C)urt o8 Rocorucr- Approximatoly 85 percent of the
recordor s, records ar 14 percent in the outside wveult,
end 1 percent in thm lel. For fhﬂ luu51”5, core, end cccessibility of the re-
cords of the clerk of the chancory court es rccordor, sce Clerlk of the Chancery
Court, ps 653 Qubside Vault, pe. 703 and Joil, pe 7l

Probate Gourt: All of the probate court records arc filed in the chancory

clerk's. veulc. For tho housing, care, and cccessibility of tho records of the
probete cours, sce Clerk of the Chancery Court, Ps €5

s

Chencery Court: The chancery court reccords. tre disbributed as followss
98 percont in the chencery vault, 1 percent in the jail, and 1 percent in the
outside vault. For thc housing, ccre, and accessibility of tho records of the
court, gee Clerk of the Chuncery Court, pe 6563 Jeil, p. 71y and Qutsidec Vault,
70, ST R R




Housing, Care, and Accessibility (First entry, p. 79)
of the Records

Clerk of the Chancery Court: The clerk of the chancery court keeps
records of the board of supervisors, of the recorder, . of the chancery court,
of the treasurer, of the auditor, and of the pension boerd of inguiry.

The office and vault of the clerk of the chancery court arc situated on
the first floor in the cast part of the building. The off'ice, moasuring 16!
x 28! x 143!, hes on the north wall 2 steol ccbincts eontaining 10 file boxes.
(in 3 of which are the supervisors! orders), 11" x 43" % 12", cnd 72 drowers,
1" x B'x 24", holding 85 linear feet of unbound matericl. Running through
the center of the office is o stoel counter, 2' x 3%' x 18!, extonding cast
and west 12 fect, and thonecc south 6 fect. The spacc under the counter is
fitted with doors and contcins 54 linenr fect of steel shelving on which office
supplies and 2 percent of the sheriff's bound records aro placed. The office
is not crowded, and the equipment for workers cnd public uscrs is adequate.

The chancery vault is adjocent to and cast of his officc. It measures
161 a2 on 14%'. On the north, south, ond west wolls arc located 677 lineor
feet of stecl roller shelving containing 677 linear foet of bound volumes. In
the southwest corncr of the voult is a small iron steircase cxtending to a.
nerrow balcony which contains 567 stecl file boxes, 4" x 12" x 12", holding
85 linear feet of unbound matericl, neerly half of the boxcs being empty. At
the end of the stcel shelving on the north side is o steel sufe, 20" x 52" x
25", Touching the saufo and extending the entire longth of the vault (23 feet
on the east side and for 10 foct on the south side, is a stoecl counter 4! x 35!
g i‘. Twelve fect of the spoce under this counter has been fitted with 35
linear feet of steel shelving which holds 30 feet of bound records ond 5 lincor
feot of unbound materials. This veult holds approximately 48 percent of tho
supervisors' records, 85 percent of the recorder's rccords, 100 percent of the
probate court records, 98 porcent of the choncory court records, 2 percent of
the records of the sheriff &s tax collector, 100 percent of the pension records
(oxcopt the 1 folder in the outside vault), 100 percent of the trecsurer's cur-
ront records, 39 porcent of the auditor's records, ond 6 perccent of the records
of the superintondent of education.

Circuit Court: Circuit court records arc distributcd as follows: 45 per-
cont in the circuit clerk's veult, 33 percent in the jail, 20 percont in the
retiring veult, 1 perocent in the clorkt's office, and 1 porcont in the outsidc
veult, For the housing, corc, and accossibility of the records of the circuit
court, see Clerk of the Circuit Court, below; Jail, pe. 71; and Outside voult
De 70. TRy R T s A e e R LA B e D

Clerk of tho Circuit Court: Tho clerk kecps the records of the circuit
court, of the county court, of the rogistrer of elections, and his licensing
'nd recording reocords.

The office and vault of the clerk of the circuit court occupy the south-
west corner of the first floor of tho building. The office measures 15! x 23!
x 145!, On the north ond south sides of tho room arc loctted 3 stocl filing
¢ibinets in which are kept office supplics and 1 percent of the circuit court
records. An iron safe, 30% x 42" x 25", loccted on tho oost side of the room
contains private papers nnd the curront volumes of tho grand jury records.
Acsormédations for workers wnd public users are cdequato,
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Housing, Care, and Accessibility (Pirst entry, p. 79)
of the Records

The clerk's vault is 7' x 9' x 143!, Steel roller shelves, measuring 106
feet line the north well and contain 106 linear feet of bound records. The
east well has 36 linear feet of steel shelving containing 12 linear feet of
bound records. A steel cobinet contains 45 file boxes, 11" x 4" x 12", in
which eircuit and county court case pepers are stored. Records kept in this
room include 45 percent of the circuit court records, 100 percent of the county
court records, 50 percent of the clerk of the circuit court in his licensing
end recording capacitics, 22 percent of the records of +the registrar of clec~-
tions, and &1l the grand jury records except those in the officc safc.

Non-current rceords of the clerk of the circuit court arc stored in o
voault called the cifcuit clerk's retiring veult. It is located on the first
floor of the courthousc, immedictoly east of the circuit clerk's office but is
not conncetod with the clerk's offico, being entored from o door from the
lobby. It is 9! x 14%1 x 14%%. On the oast side of the room aro steel roller
shelves on which ere located 297 linear fect of botund records. Above these
sholves are 224 steel file boxes, cach 11" x 43" x 12", containing only 21
lincar feet of unbound material. A steel counter is located egainst the west
wall, and underneath the counter are 99 linear feet of stcel roller shelving
not in use. This voult contains 20 percent of the circuit court reccords, 50
percent of the records of the circuit olerk in his licensing ond rocording
cepacities and 16 percent of the recerds of the registrar of clections.

County Courts All of the county court rccords are stored in the circuit

clerk's voults For the housing, core, and cccessibility of these rccords, sce
9&235 3£ the Circuit Court, pe 65.

Courtroom: The courtroom occupies the major portion of the cast side of

the courthouse of both the sccond and third floors. It mecsures 40V ix 60N %
24'. No records tre kept permancntly in the courtroom.

Grond Jury: The grend jury holds its sessions in the supervisors' room
on the first floor of the courthouse, byt its records are kept in the wvault of
the clerk of the circuit court, exccpt for the current indictment record and
docket in the clerk's officc scfo. For the housing, caro, and ceccossibility
of the records of the grand jury, sce Clerk of the Circuit Court, .pe 65¢

Justice of the Pencc: District or Beat Onc, (No incumbent), All the cx-
isting records of this district tro stored in tho veult on the first floor of
the county jail. District or Beot Two, (E. M. Dougherty and W. B. Coggins ).
The justices of tho peacc of this district hold court in the private office of
the sheriff. Of the rocords of tho district, 24 percent are kept in the sher-
iUf's private office, 35 porcent in the outside vault, ond 41 percent in the
J=il vault. District or Bect Three, (H. B. Kittle). The justice of the pence
in this district holds court in his office on his form onc-half mile east of
Evensville, Mississippi. Of the rceords of this district, 25 pcrcoent are kopt
in the office of the Jjusticc ond 75 percent are kept in the jeil voult. 233—
trict or Beat Bour ¢ (ds: Rie Torry and M. P. Myers). Mr, Terry holds court in
his officc ot Dundec, Mississippi, and Mr. Myors holds court in his office
located on the Myors! plontation (postoffice addross, R. F. D., Dundece, Missis=-
sippi).  Of the records of tho district 17 percent are kept in Mr. Terry's
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officec &t Dundee, Mississippi, 17 percont in Mr, Mycrs! officec, and 66 perccnt
in theo jail woult., District or Boet Five, (W. E. Watson).a The justice of the
pocce of this district holds court in his office ot his home, 3 miles eust of
Dubbs, Mississippi. Of the records of the district 50 pcreent arc kept in the
justico's officc cnd 50 percent in the joil vault.

District Attorncy: The district attoraney of the eleventh circuit court
distriet, to which Tunicc County is attached, mointainsg o private office in
the postofficc building ot the city of Clorksdale, the county seset of Cothoma
County.

County Prosccuting Attorney: The office of the county prosecuting at-
torney is on the sccond floor of the courthousc, to the left of the second
floor lobbys | It mcasures 12' x 16! x 12'. A steel filing cese conbaining
60 drewers 11" x 9" x 4", in which therc cre loss then 25 lincer feet of un-
bound nmatericls, stands on the north side of the room. An onk filing cuase
having 4 file dreowers 18" x 12" x 36" contains 4 linecar feet of unbound materi- .
al. There is o motal bookcese 3' x 7! x 1' containing 18 linear feect of bound
volumes; the attorncy's private law librory. Only the attornecy's private re-
cords ore kept here os he is not rcquired to preservo any permanent rccords
for county purposcs. Accommocdations ond cquipment are cdequate.

Sher iy The °hor1;f's offica is: on tho north side of the first floor.
The room is 20! x 42! x 1441, Two stoel filing ecbinets on the west cnd south

walls contain 44 file boxos, 12" ¢ 4" x 14", in only 2 of which aro kopt re-
cords, the others in use containing blank forms meecsuring 15 cubie feet. The
ctbinets also contain bound records of the sheriff end 1 bound wolume of tex
collector's records. There is a heavy iron safo 3! x 5! x 25! near the south
wall.,' Across three-fourths of the south sido of the office is & steel grating
beneath which is & morble counter. Approximately 6 percent of the current rce-
nr's of the sheriff, and 0.5 percent of the tax collector!'s: records are kopt

in this room, Accommodations and cquipment arc adequete for public users ond
for workers.

The sheriff'!s voult is ndjocent to cnd mey bo cntercd through the uhcr-
iff's public ofifices. ' It measures 7%’ x 0%t x 1&-' On the south wall ¢
steel roller shelveos measuring 106 linear foet contcining 106 linear fect of
bound records. On tho east side of the vault there are 36 lineoar feet of steel
shelving, without rollers, on which theore are 9 lincar foet of bound records
end 29 file boxess About 46 percent of the sheriff's records, 1l percent of
the tex collector's rocords, cnd 2 percent of the auditor's records are stored
in the wvoult,

0f the romeining records of tho sheriff, 27 percent orc in the jail, 20
percent in the outside vault, and 2 percent in the chencery clerk's office.

The sheriffts privete officc in the northenst corner of the building mea-
surcs 133! x 20! x 145!y On the cast side of the room is o desk containing 4
volumes, which are tho cctive dockets of W. B. Coggins and E. 1f. Dougherty,
justices of the peace in Beat 2, totaling 24 porcent of the district's rocords.
Nono of the shoriff's records ore kept in this room.




= B8 =

Housing, Care, and Accessibility (First entry, p.79)
of the Records

Coroner: No coroner's records were found in Tunica County.

Constables: Constables have no offices but are attached to the offices
of the justices of the peace from whose district or beat they are elecctoed.

Tax Assessor: The tax assessor's office is on the west side of the second
floor. The room is 12' x 16! x 12'. On the east side of the office is & steel
case containing 120 linear fect of bound records on 240 lingar feet of steel
roller shelving. One steel file box 14" x 12" x 25" ond 3 letter files 12" x
12" x 3" are on 'a table on tho eest side of the room. On the south side is a
locked steel cabinet containing 12 file hoxes 12" x 4" x 14", and 4 shelves
neasuring 18 linear feet, which hold 6 linear fect of unbound material.. Forty-
five percont of the assessor's records are in this room, the others being in
the outside storagc vault. The room conteing 1 bound volume of supervisors'
records and O«5 percent of the tax collector's rocords The off'ice and equip-
ment of the office are cdequute for workers.

Shoriff as Tax Collector; Tho tax collcctor's records arec distributod as
follows: 11 percent in the sheriff's vault, 47 percent in the jeil, 39 percent
in the outside wveult, 2 percent in the chancery vault, and the other 1 percent
divided evenly between the shoriff's off'ice and the tax assessor's office.

For the housing, carc, and acecessibility of the records of the sheriff as tax
colloctor, se Sborﬁff Pe 6 dail, ipe T s Outside Vuu1 t, pPe70; Clerk of the
Chancery Court . 65 ; and Iﬁf‘i SSOr, aboves ey

Treasurer:. Tho treasurcr's records erc stored in the chancery wgult,
For the housing, care, and accossibility of the treasurcr's current records,
sce Clerk of the Chancory Court, pe. 66.. For treasurer's non-curront records,
scc Outside Vault, pe 70 ; Jail, p. 1.

Clerk of the Bunrﬁ of Suporvisors os Auditor:. The auditor!s records arc
distributod es followss 48 porcont in the outside veult, 39 percent in the
chancery wvault, 11 pcrccnt in the jail, and 2 pocrcent in tho sheriffts wvault.
For the housing, caroc, and ecccssibility of the records of the clerk of the
bocrd of supervisors as auditor, see Clerk of the Chancery Court, p. 66 ; Out-
side Vault, p. 70; Jail, p. 71; and Sheriff, p. 67 . o

Registrar of Elections: The registrar's rocords are divided os follows:
22 percont in the circuit vnult, 16 percent in the circuit clerk's retiring
vqut and 62 percont in the jail. For the housing, carc, and cccessibility

ho records, sec Clerk of the Chencery Court, pe. 65; Jail, .p. 713 and Clerk

of tho Circuit Lmurt PP 6 B5=66 .

County Board of Election Comnissionors: The county board of election com-
n1551oncru h)lds its meotings in the office of the clerk of the circuit court.
The board does not keep any records:.

Superintendent of Education: The office of tho county superintendent of
education is situeted on the cast side of the building on the first floor,
between the shoriff's OffLCC asnd the room used by the board of supcrv1oors. It
necsurcs 15! x 22! x 143! and is enterod from both the lobby and the boord room.
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On the south wall is a locked stecl ccbinot containing 15 linear feet of un-

bound naterial and o steel filing cabinet with 12 boxcs, 12" x 4" x 14", and

2 boxes, 14" x 12" x 14", holding 6 linear feot of unbound metcrial. On the

north welll are 30 foot of steccl roller shelving contoining 30 lincor feet of

bound reccords.. There is o stecl cabinet on the north side, hoving 24 file

boxes,12" x 14" x 14",that contcin 12 linear feet of unbound material.

On the west wall i1s & stecl bookense with glass doors containing 15 linear

foet of bound volumes (text books). Approximately 25 percent of the superin-

tendent !'s records are kept here, 6 percent being in the chencery clerk's vault,

65 percent in tho outside vault, cnd 4 percent in the jail. All of the rccords

of the county school board and of the school trustces cre kept in this office.
end accommodations for the workers and public uscrs arc cdoquates.

School Trustecs: The schocl trustees of cll schools except the Tunice
County High School meet in the school buildings. The trustecs of the Tunica
County High School ncet in the officc of tho superintendent of cducation. All
records of the trustees are kept in the office of tho superintendent of educa-
tion. For the housing, cure, and accessibility of the records of the school
trustees, see Superintondont of Education, pe 68..

Department of Health: The office of the health officer is maintcined in a
privete building, situsted on Harris Street Bast, 250 feet directly west of
the courthouse. The health officer's room is 12t x 14*' x 10'. - Other offices
neintained in this building include & reception room, the. nurses! coffices, &
treatment room, the sanitation inspector's office, and the clerk's office.

The clerk!s office is!12' x 12V z 10 end adjoins i the reception room, ¢Alliof
the rocords of the Tuniea County heclth unit arc kopt in tho clerk's office.
One stecl cabinect containing 8 drawers, 24" x 18" x 8", is located on the wesd
we.ll of tho offices 1listecl filing ccbinot having 36 drawcrs, 11% x 2" x 16%,
and 2 ogk filo boxes, 4" x 6" x 5", arc located ageinst the east wall. :The
records of the rogistrar of births and cdecths arc lkept in this room in & sepc-
rate steel cobinet with 36 drowers, each 11" x 2" x 16", loecated on the north
side of the room. ‘The tcoommodations tre adequate, end there is room for ox-
ponsione.

Registror 'of Births and Denthss *Sinecc 1939, the registrer 'of births and
deaths hos mointoined cn office with the Tuniea County health department. Fo:
the housing, carc, and cccossibility of the rccords of this officer, sec Dc-

partlent'gflﬁo&lth, obove.

Pension Bonrd of Inquiry: (Inactive since 1934). The pension board of
inquiry held 1ts nectings in tho officc of the clerk of the choncory court,
who sorved cs its clerk. All the pension records excopt the 1 folder in tho
outside vault are kept in the chancery weult. ' For the housing, ccre, and
tccessibility of the records of this board, see EEQEE 2£.EE&.9§E§E§EZ.QEEEE’
Pe 653 and Outside yhult, pe 70

Coroner cs. Ranger: ' No records for the coroner as: ranger worec found in
Tunica County.

Surveyor: The office of surveyor is not filled by e rogularly elected
incunbent ot this tinc.
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County Extension Department in Agriculture and Home Economics: The office
of the county egent is in the northwest cormer of the courthouse on the second
floor. It measures 12' x 16' x 12!, On each of the 4 walls are cabinets con-
taining 24 file boxes, 12" x 14" x 25"; 108 drawers, 11" x 2" x 16"; and 13
shelves, totaling 161 lincar feet and holding 161 linear feet of unbound ma-
terial. All of the records of the county agent are in this office and in the
office of the assistant county agent. Accommodetions and space are inadequate
although the equipment is good. 7

The assistant county agent's office is in the southwest corncr of the
third floor. It measures 15' x 23! x 11'. On the cast, north, and west sidcs
of the room are located steel cases containing 20 file boxes, 12" x 14" x 25",
end 1 oak file cabinet with 6 boxes 10" x 7" x 18", containing 25 linear feot
of unbound materials, nonc of which are records. Equipment for workers is.
adequate, but additional spacc is needed. When court is not in sossion the
workers use the jurors!' dormitory, & room 28! x 32' x 11', These rooms arc
seperated, being rcached by differont stairways.

The officc of the county home demonstration agent has been filled for only
irregular periods and no records of the office have been prescrved.

Dopartment of Public Welfare: The welfare office is maintained in tho
library located in the morth cnd of the sccond floor of the courthouse. This
room measures 20' x 18' x 121. On the eaust side of the room cre metal book-
cases with glass doors that contain 36 linear feet of sholving holding 36 line-
ar fcet of bound volumes comprising the Tunica. County law library. Against
the north well of the room are located 2 desks uscd by the office force of the
county welfare office, and o steecl filing cebinet, conteining 15 file drawors
12" x 14" x 25", On the west side of the room is & table on which is an ook
cabinet conteining 7 drewors 6" x 8" x 17", and 1 lerge file box 12" x 14" x
25", There are no bound rocords in this office, and the unbound records arc
kept in manile folders storcd in the steel file druwers. | Proctically all rec—
ords are indexed and the index ccrds ure filed in the oak cabinets on the table
along the west wall of the room.

Qutside Veult: Ecst of the courthouse is an outside fireproof wvoult mode
of brick cnd concrete that measures 18t x 18! x 12'. It is used to store 50
percent of the supervisors! records, 14 percent of the recorder's records, 1
percent of the chencery court records, 1 porcent of the circuit court rccords,
35 percent of the Beat 2 justice of the pence rocords, 20 porcent of the sher-
iffts records, 55 percent of the tax assessor's records, 39 percent of the rec-
ords of the sheriff as tax collector, 48 percent of the records of the cuditor,
65 pereent of the rocords of the superintendont of education, and 1 folder of
pension records.

On the north half of the cast wall are 306 linear feet of steel roller
shelving containing 306 fect of bound records. On thc south half of the east
side, and cbovec the steecl shelves on the north wall arc 144 linear feet of
wooden shelves containing 76 lincer fect of bound records and 34 linear feet of
unbound matericls filed in menile boxes 4" z 4" x 12". The remeining 3 fcet
of the sholves cre empty. On the north side, at the ond of the stecl shelves,
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is a steel safe measuring 1%' bRl g 1%1 and containing 6 linear feet of un-
bound material in bundles and 1 folder of pension records. A steel filing
cese 52" x 72" x 18" contains 62 linesr feet of unbound materisls filed in
150 manila boxes 4" x 4" x 14",

dail Vault: On the south side of the first floor of the county jail,
about 50 fect northeast of the courthouse, is o fireproof wvoult measuring 17!
x 21t x 12'. It contains 2 steel cases holding 90 file boxes 11" x 434" x 12"
which contein 49 feet of unbound materisl., On the east sidc of the veult is
an empty stecl case 7! x 5i' x 2's The west side of the room contains 45 line-
ar feet of wooden shelves which contain 45 lincar feet of bound records. Tho
north side of the room has 80 linear feet of woodon shclving conteining 80
lineor feet of bound volumes. The north side also has 2 empty cupboords 4t x
5! x 2%, A double row of steel roller shelves is located near the built-in
shelves in the north half of the vault., This row contains 45 linear fect of
shelves which hold o total of 90 linear fect of bound records es the books arc
put on the shelves from both sides.

This vault contains 1 percont of the recorder's records, 1 percent of the
chanccry court records, 33 percent of the circuit court records, 100 percent
of the Beat 1 justice of the pecace records, 41 percent of the Beat 2 justice
of the peace rccords, 76 percent of the Beat & justice of the pence recoras,
66 percent of the Beat 4 justice of the pezec records, 50 percent of the Beeat
5 justice of the peace records, 27 percent of the sheriff's rocords, 47 per.-

cent of the records of the sheriff as tox collector, 11 percent of the audi-
tor's records, 4 percent of the records of the supcrintendent of cducetion,
and 62 percent of the records of the registror of electionse
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4. . ABBREVIATIONS, SYMBOLS, AND LXPLLNATORY NOTES

AAA « Agricultural Adjustment Administration
alph. ¢ e e s o clphabetical, alphabetically
QppProxX. . e s s e Opproximate, approximately
arre. o ikel perup fix s s o s arronged
art. article, articles
ave .« & o o average
ofs confer (compare)
che .clerk e « chancery clerk
chrone chronologically
cirs clerk o circuit clerk
coXpe : « o e compiler
Conste : Constitution
ctrn. . s s s s s e e« COurtroom

ed. i Bane e s v ATTH

Dx. Ses8. « Bxtraordinary Se:cion
hdge vijenl e s e e e NERCINE
hdwe « ie e we hemdvriiten

a1

ibid. ; 1 (in the same plrce
Tnel. LAl Waike wUlko ) cuibg wno s i
Lo M. . Loaws of i
Miss. . s 8. Posire,
Miss. Repe : Mississir
NeiiCy i G
NOey NOS
NUREY o IImer:
offe o te re 0. 0D :
oD ‘Ciibe . oper n the work cited)
3-'-; —p—i)—' —“:- e o DAEE, DLEGE
ptd' . « % s s s s pl'j.lfied
S€Ce, SECSu . s sootion, .sechions
she e e e e « ¥ & 0o » o
Sos ReDe S « « Southern Roporter
UeiS s St United Stotes Statutes at Large
strme 4o, ks v nw e (e e daie e de AELOREUOM
supt. superintendent of ecducation
vole vols, o o s e s s wolume, wvolumes
Us S s s i e .ne 1o ‘e v i aUnited Stotes
VQo o fa am oe shl 4 8 te ke e e te v VOULT
WPA « Viork Projects Administration
e ¢ ® o C\lrrent, or to date
. s ‘s ts o s foot, .fet
. .. inch, inches

AU FARCY

The descriptions of the records, rcferred to in this inventory as. entries,
are numbered comsecutively from 1 to 221, and are composed of two parts, the
title=line paragroph and the body~of-entry paragraph. Hoviever, o third paro-
graph is sometimes addod for the purpose of making a cross reference, - Although
& condensed forn of entry is used, information is given as to the limiting
dates of all extant reocords, the contents of the individual series, and the
locaticn of the recordse
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Titles of Records. Fxact titles of records are written in solid cap=-
itels without parenthesis. In the absence of titles, descriptive titles have
been assigned, which are written in solid caps and enclosed in brackets, If
a record title is not descriptive of the contents of the record, en assigned
explanatory title (or explanatory words ), written with initial caps and enw
closed in brackets, has been addeds The current or most recent title of a
record is used as the entry title and title variation is indicated.

Dates. All dates used are inclusive. Missing records are indicated by
broken dates.

Quantity. When 2 or more types of containers are considered in a single
entry, the quantity is shown in chronological order, insofar as possihies

Labeling. Figures or letters in parenthesis, following the numbior
volumes, file boxes, or other types of container, indicate the lubel
no labeling is indicated, it may be assumed that there is none.

Discontinuances Where no statement is made that the record wes a.:scone
tinued at the last date shown in thc entry, it could not be definitely estab-
lished that such was the case. Wherc no comment is mado on the abscnce of
prior, subsequent, or intermediate records, no definite information could be
obtaincd.

Description of Rocords. The doscription of the contents of a rccord
applics only to the currcnt or most recent rccord unless change in contents
is actbually shown in a record entry.

Indcxing. All indoxcs to rccords, unlcss otherwise statcd, arc sclf=
containoed.

Condition of Rccords. Rocords arc in good condition unloss othorwise
indicatcd,

Dimemsions. Dimensions arc always given in inches, unless otherwisc
indicoted.

Location of Records. When all or the majority of tho rocords of an of=-
ficc have a common location, thc location is indicated in the last sentonce
of the officc cssay instead of in cach individual cwtry.

Cross Roferencese Title-linec cross refceronces arc used to show the cone
tinuity of a rocord serics which has becn kopt scparatcly for a period of
tinc and with othor records for diffcront poriods of timce An oxample is
that in cntry 66: '"1907-- in Circuit Court Issuc Dockot, Civil and Criminal,
mtry 67," balanced by thcso words in the description of entry 67: "Also
containss Bar State Dockct, 1907==-, ontry 66" Thoy arc also uscd in all
artificial cmtries, thosc set up to cover records which must be shown scpos
tately undor their propor office cven though they arc kept in filcs or records
appearing clsowhere in the inventorye
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Separate third-paragraph cross reference from entry to entry, and see
also reference with subject headings or subheadings are used to show prior,
Subsequent, or closgly related records which are not parts of the same series,

Citation. References to the acts of the Legislature of Mississippi cite

the year of the acts and the page or pages of the published volume in which
the acts appear,
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(First ontry, pe 79)
I. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

The administrotive and governmental affairs of Tunica County, established
in 1836, have becn conducted by 2 bodies, the board of police from 1836 to 1870,
and the board of suporvisors sinco 1870.i

The board of police was establishod as the local administrative authority
of the county by the creating act of 1836 as proscribed by the Constitution of
1832.2 The act direeted thot the county bc divided into districts and that the
qualificd elcetors of oach district name a momber to the board for a 2=yoar
tormed

The membors of the first board of police worc cleocted in 1837. The board
functioned continuously in the county wntil 18702

The clerk of the probatc court was clork of the board of polico,® and the
shoriff was thc cxccutive officer of thc board.®

For thc gencral structural and functional development of the boord of” po=-
lice and of the clerk of the probatc court as clork of the board of police,
1836-70, scc Forrest County Invontory, pe 23

The board of supervisors was csteblished as the local authority of Tunice
County by general law cnactcd by the Legislature in Jume 1870, as prescribed
by the Comstitution of 18697 Thc first suporvisors were appointed by the Gove
crnor o serve until members worc rogularly olected at the genoral clcction of
1871 for State, district, county, and countyedistrict officors, end sworn into
officce8 The boord has fumetioned in the county since that datos

The board is composed of 5 mombers, 1 from cach of the 5 supervisors'
boats or districts into which tho county is divided.9 Until 1890, by con™.
stitubional srovisien, tho membors of the board werc clectod for o term of 2
years, in and from their respcctive beats or districts, by tho qualified

Conste 1832, art. IV, soce 20; L. Ms 1836, p, 13; Const, 1869, art. VI,
sccse 20-21; Code 1848, pe 708.
Conste 1832, arte. IV, scce 20; L. Me 1836, ppe 46-47; Codo 1848, ppe 709-
710,
Conste 1832, arte IV, scce 20; Le Me 1836, pe 47; Code. 1848, p, 707.
The first volume of the utes of the Board of Police is missing, but
that the eloction was held in 1837 is showm by tho fact that the county
officials wore sworn into officc, after prescnting proof of election and
giving bond, by the probate judge of Tunica County on January 1, 1838,
(Minutes of the Probate Court, I, 1)s Official Bond Repister, entry 32,
Const. 1832, art. IV, scc. 20; Codc 1848, ps 430; Codec - 1857, pe 416,
Code, 1848, pe 711; Code 18573 pe 415,
Conste 1869, arte IV, soce 20; L, M, 1870, pe 81l; Codc 1871, sccs 1348:Codo
1600, sccs. 2129-2130; Conste. 1890, scc. 170; Codo 1892, scc. 272; Codo
1906, soc. 291; Code 1917, scc. 3883; Ls M. 1920, p. 429; Codc 1930, sece
195,

- Lo Me 1870, ppe 81-82; Minutes of the Board of Suporvisors, I, 4e
Conste 1869, art VI, scce 203 Code 1871, soce 1348; Codc 1880, sccse 2129-
2130; Conste 1890, scce 170; Code 1892, secce 272; Code 1906, soce 291;:
Code 1917, soc. 2883; La M, 1920, pe 429; Code 1930, socs 195,




Board of Supervisors = Proceedings (1)

electors of each beat,10 The Constitution of 1890 provides that & member of
the board shall be sclected from cach of the 5 districts into which the coun-
ty is divided, but gives the Legislature power to determine the method of sc=-
lection and term of office.tl The Legislature has provided that the quali=-
fied clectors of cach beat or district ecleet in and from their district at
the genoral clections for State, district, county, and county-district of-
ficers, 1 member to the board to secrve a 4-ycor teru.

The elerk of the choncery court is the ex officio clerk of the board of
supervisors, 3 and the sheriff is its exceutive officcr and must attend all
its neetings in person or by deputy.lé

For the general structural ard functional development of the board of
supervisors and of the office of the clerk of the choncery court as clerk of
the board from 1890 to 1938, sce Lamar County Inventory, pp. £1=70.

Unless otherwise specificd, the rccords of the board of police and of
the board of supervisors arc kept in the vault of the clork of tho chancery
court, who as clerk of the board is ex officio suditor. In this inventory
the finaneial records of the board heve boen placed arbitrarily under "Clerk
of the Board of Supervisors as fucditor," pp. 138-140.' '

Proceedings
(See also cntries 61, 62)

l. MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF POLICE, 1845-70., 3 vols.

Rocord of proceccings of rogular and spceial meetings of the board of police,
showing date and term of meeting, names of membeors ettending each neccting and
nares of meubers absont from cach mecbing, rcgulations, motions, resolutions,
orders and action taken on all mattcrs pertaining to roods, bridges and levecs,
schools, improvements, public buildings, allowancos of claims, demands ®nd ac=
counts against the county, contracts, borrowing of moncy, salarics, annual and
spocial tax levies, cqualization of tax assessments, issuance of county bonds,
special supplies to Confedorate soldiers of Tuniea County, militory reliof al-
lovences to families of Confederatec soldiers, 1663=1865; defining of election
districts, and levec distriets; appointment of road overscers and other special
officers and employees of the county; listing of toll-bridge and ferry fees;
retes to be charged at taverns and hotels; expenses of election cormissioners,
sclecting of porsons eligible to serve on grand and petit juries; applications

Constes 1869, art. VI, sec. 20; Cocde 1871, sec. 1348; Code 1880, scc. 2130,
Conste 1890, seccs. 138, 170,

Code 1892, secs. 272, 3049, 3633; Coce 1906, sccs. 291, 5456 ,4140; Coce 1917,
sces. 2794, 3663; L. M, 1920, p. 429; Coce 1930, secs. 195, 28381, 6210,
Const, 1869, art. VI, secs 20; Code 1071, sec. 997; Code 1860, sec. 1824;
Const. 1090, secc. 170; Code 1892, scc. 479; Code 1506, scc, 529; Code oL
sece 2663 Code 1930, scce 3:Ce For the nethod of selecting the clerk of
the chancery court, the tern of office, and the presemt status of the of-
fice} seec "Chancery Court," p. 90

Code 1871, scce 1357; Code 1880, s
1906, sec. 302; Code 1917, scc. 36
"Sheriffy" pe 1224

ece 21393 Code 1892, sec. 234; Code
753 Code 1930, sece 2083 goe also
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Board of Supervisors = Proceedings (2-3)

for exemption from State and county ad valorem taxes ordered 1868 'ahd 18633 1 "
meintenance of courthouse, jail, county offices, and public buildings; reports

of county officers, departments, road overseers, speciel committees, and signa=-
ture of president of the boarde. Arr. chrone by date of meeting, No indexs

Hdw, 600 ppe 15 x 24 x 3, 7

&, MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, 1870--. 16 vols. (1-16),

Minutes of the procecdings of regular and speecial mectings of tho board of super=
visors, showing date and term of meeting, names of members prcsent, names of mem=
bers absent, regulations, orders, motions, and action takon on all matters per=
| taining to roads, bridges, improvements, public buildings, schools, public health
agricultural cxtension work, allowing of fees, selaries, and other claims, ac=
counts, and demends ecpainst the county, potitions, cnnuel and special tax lewvies,
issuing of county and county-district bonds, borrowing moncy, spocial clections,
defining supervisors' districts, elcetion districts, justice of the peace dis=
tricts, drainage and levee districts, legal publications, granting of relief, se-
lection and listing of persons eligible to scrve on grond and petit juries, ap-
pointing of officers and road overscers until 1931, of spceial committees, re-
ports of officers, depositorics, bids submittcd, awarding of contracts for pub=
lic works and for furnishing supplies and equipment, fixing of contractors! per=
formence bonds, equalizing, reducing or increcsing assessmonts; fixing of penel=
ties of bonds of specified officcrs, establishing of hunting and fishing regula= -
tions and regulations for working convicts on county roads; fixing cnnual budgets,
and cxempting new enterprises from county ad valorom toxes. All allowances show
clerk's notation of claim number in Docket of Claims Board of Supervisors (entry
148)s Signed by president of tho boards Arr. chron. by date of meetings In=-
dexed alph, by nome of subject. 1870~1910, hdw.; 1911=~, typeds 500 ppe 18 x

24 x 2.

S« PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, 1870==, 71 bundles, 333
manila file boxes.
| Adninistrative and financial papers of tho bosrd of supervisors, of the clerk of
the board, and of the clerk of the board as auditor, including original reports
of county officers, reports of special committeccs, of clection commissioners,
conmissioners of separate rood districts, of members of the board, of road over-
seers, of convict comp superintendent, of common carriers, of county departments,
of depositories, claims, accounts, and demends ngeinst the county, petitions for
tnd against bond issues to lay out or change roads, for pauper rolief, to change
asscssments, and to call special eloctions; applications for cxemptions of home=
steads from county ad volorom taxes; enmual budgets; jury lists: hunting and
fishing regulations; regulations for working convicts on county roads; orders to
the county board of election commissionors to call special elections; and other
mtters coming within the jurisdiction of the board, Also contains: Orders,
Board of Supervisors, 1870~1925, entry 4; Potitions Zﬁogarding School Mattc;f?&
1870-~1925, entry 163, Arr, chron. by dete presented. Mo indox. Hdw, and typed.
206 file boxes, 4 x 4 x 12; 127 file boxes, 4 x 4 x 14, 71 bundles, 6 x 6 x 12,
 1870~1906, 300 boxes, 1907-1936, outside ve., 33 boxes, 1937==, chs clerk?s wvt,
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Board of Supervisors - Tax Exemptions (4-7)

4. ORDERS, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, 1926--. 3 steel filo boxes, 1870-1925
in Proceedings of the Boerd of Supervisors, entry 3.

Original papers of the board of supervisors including orders of the supervisors
fixing the rate of road tax in road districts, orders correcting names of
ownership in legal description of real property on tax assessment rolls, for
refunding road tex to persons psst taxable age, for return of taxcs unjustly
assessed, and other miscelloncous papers pertaining to the edministration of
county government by the board, showing kind of paper, date of meeting at
which filed and action taken. Each puper or documont shows signaturcs of both
clerk and president of the hoard, Arr. chron. by date filed or prescnted.

No index. Hdw, typed, and hdw. on ptd, form, 11 x 4% x 12. Ch. clork's off.

5. RECORD OF TUNICA COUNTY LEVEES, 1859-70. 1 vol.
Proceedings of the county boord of levee commissioners, including minutes of
the meetings of the board, copies of reports of inspection of levecs made by
the county enginecr to the board of police, contracts for mcintenence and re-
pair end for supplies and matcrials furnished for county lcvees, and other
metters pertaining to the levees in the county, showing dotes of meetings, de=-
scription of levces, designating hoight, basc, crown and number of cubic yards
of earth required, dates of reports, datos, kinds, and amounts of contracts,
enzincers! reports on drainago canzl, map of proposed canal, and signature of
the county levec engineer. Arr. chron. by doto of mecting. No index. Hdw,
300 pp». 18 x4 xr s Oubside vas

Tex Exemptions

6. RECORD OF APPLICATIONS FOR EXEMPIION FROM COUNTY AND STATE AD
VALOREI TAXES, 1934-~, 3 vols.

Record of applications for the exemption of homestecads from State and county
ad valorem taxes filed with the tax esscssor and dolivered by him to the board
of supervisors for its adjudication; showing total veluation, cultiveteble
lands, velue of improvements, timbored lands, acres and valueo, estimated
timber footage, uncultivatable lands, total ceres, list of improvements, legal
description of homestoed, texpayer's neme, nddress, color, beat, school dis-
trict, section, township, range, affidavit of toxpeyer, cnd officisl certifica-
tion. Arr. chron. by datc of application. No index. Hdw. on ptd, form. 350
Ppe 14 x 9 x 2. 2 volse, 1934-35, 1938--, ch. clerk's vo.; 1 vol., 1936-37,
tox ossessor's off.

7. HMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS, 1934--. 2 vols.,
ds

Rocord of exemption of homestcads from State and county «d velorem toxes, show-
ing kind and amount of tex levy, exempt rate, year of exemption, neme of tox-
ing unit, name of property owner, logal description of property, volume and
Pege of record of asscssment of toxes in Land Roll (entry 15); volune and page
of record in Minutcs of the Board of Supervisors (cntry 2), of order of board
npting property, number of homestends, totel assessed value of real ostate,
sempt assessed value, and remeining assessed volue. Arr. chron, by date of
xtmption. Indexed alph. by first lettor of surncme of owner of oxempted homo-
stcad, Hdw. on ptde forms , 250 ppe . 8 x 14 x 2,




Board of Supervisors - Maps

Mans

8. PLAN AND PROFILE OF INTER-COUNTY HIGHWAY, TUNICA COUNTY, FROM
COAHOMA COUNTY LINE TO DESOTO COUNTY LINE, June 29, 1917, 1 vol.

Physical, communications and land tenure maps of Tunica County, showing route
of the highway running from the Coshoma County line to the DeSoto County line,
fields, orchards, pastures, locations, and nemes of towns and villages, ‘rivers,
lokes, and beyous, levees, profile of highway, showing ground elevetion and
grede elevation of highways, bridges, culverts, railroads, telegraph, telephone,
power &nd tronsmission lines, bench markings, end individual forms and tracks,
showing locations of houses and other buildings, fences, hedges and name of
lend owner. No obvious arr. No indexing. Scalet 1 in. equels 100 £t. L. W.
Mashburn, & 117.pps | 220x 534 =%’ 14

9. PLANS AND MAP OF CONCRETE CULVERTS ON ROAD, 1917. 1 meps
Blue print of a concreste bridge, showing clevation with concreto headwalls, and
side view wing and wall slope, scction of public road, dimensions with bridge
end culvert, end eagineer's notes. Scale: 1 in. equals 1 ft. L. W. Mashburn.
22 x 34.

10. MISSISSIPPI STATE HIGHWAY PLANS FOR WOODEN BRIDGES IN TUNICA COUNTY,
MISSISSIPPI, June 4, 1917, 1 blue print.
Bluec print of a wooden bridge, showing piles and flooring, approach to bridge,
cnd and side views, dimensions, amount of material in construction and secction
of the public roed showing the bridge installed. Scalec: 1 in. ecquals 1 ft.
L. W, Mashburn., 22 x 34,

11. ELECTRIC WIRING AND PLUMBING PLANS FOR TUNICA SCHOOL, May 3, 1920.
3 blue prints.
Blue prints of clectric wiring

end plumbing plans for the Tunica County High
School, showing location, dimensions and details of soptic tonk, details of
S

wiring, fixtures, and piping.
Bas £ >

qETe .
cale: 3 in, equals 1 ft. Jones ond Eurgringer.
1 hj
8z % 1lse
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IT. CLERK OF THE CHANCERY COURT AS RECORDER

The clerk of the chancery court is the princiral recording officer of
Tunica County. The office of recorder does not exist as such in Mississippi
county govermment, but constitutional and stutute law provide that a wide
variety of instruments must be recorded and preserved by the clerk and that
certain records uust be preserved in his office.

From 1836 to 1869 the clerk of the probete court performed the duties of
recorder.? Since 1869, recording duties have been attached to and incumbent
upon ghc clerk of the chancery court as prescribed by the Constitution of
1£69.

For a gencrcl discussion of the recording duties of the clerk of the Pro-
ete court, see Forrest County Inventory, pr. 27-29; and for the cencral func=-
tional and structurcl dovelorment of tho office of clerlr of the chancery court
as recorder, sec Lomar County Inventory, rpe 76-80,

The rocords kert by the clerk os recorder, unless othorwisc specificd,
are to be fouud in the vault of the clerk of the chancery court.

Real Property
Lond Deeds

12. IAND DEED RECORDS, 18356--. 53 vols. (A4-Z, AZ—ZZ; 1 vol. unlobeled).
Recorded copies of written instrunents conveying real cstate, including war-
roanty deeds, srecicl warranty deeds, quit claim deeds, tax scle decds,. trus-
tees' deeds, gifts, devises, United States land patents, State land patents,
0il,. gas, ond minerel deeds, and other deeds and instruments of like nature,
showing lkind of instruaent, nome of grantor, grantee, ond other porties in
interest, consideration, legcl description of property, dates executed and
acknowledged, acknowledgments of grentor, dete and excct time filed for record-
ing, date recorded, itemization of recording fecs, and certification of clork.
Also contains: ILend Mortgage Rocords, 1836-60, entry 17; Chattel Deed Record,
1836-66, entry 2.8; Record of Charters and Incorporations, 1826-57, cntry 34;
and Record of Marks ond Brands, 1836-58, entry 35. Arr, chron. by time and
date filed for recording. For indexes,. sec entries 13 ond 14, 1836-1910,
hdwa; 1910--,. typed. 500 ppe 24 x 18 x 2.

For o coarlete discusgion of these provisions from 1850 to 1938, see

Lomer County Inventory, rp. 76-79. '

Const. 1832, art. IV, sccs.e 18, 19; L. M. 1833, p. 505; Codo 1848, p. 45;

Code 1857, we. 425... The clerk of the probate court wes: clected for a 2-

yecr term (ibid.).

Const. 1869, art.. VI, sec. 16. For the rmethod of sclecting the clorlk, the
an

torm of office, and the present status of the office, sce 'Che
Ipe 9294,

cery Court,"
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13. GENERAL INDEX TO TAND DEEDS, 1836--. 6 vols. Title varics: Dircet

end Indirect Index to Deeds, Mortgeges end Obher Instrumcnts, 1836-

76y (e Wolsy
Alphabotical diroet and reversc index to Lond Deed Records (entry 12); Land
Mortgage Records,1836-60, (ontry 17), and Chattel Decd Records, 1836-85, (entry
29), showing ncme of partics to tho instruncnt, kind of instrumcnt, dates and
excot timo filed and recorded, volune and puge of record in Land Decd Records
(entry 12), and legal doscription of,and location of property. Arr. alph. by
first letter of surnome of grantor and grontec on eltermatc pp. Hdaws cnd typcd
on ptd. form. 500 ppe 24 x 18 x 3.

14, SECTIONAL INDEX, 1836-—s 4 vols.,
Indox by lend numbers to Lend Deocd Records: (entry 12) end Lond Mortgage Rocords,
1861=m=, (cntry 17 showing scction number, division of scction, township, and
ronge nunbers, nomcs of parties to tho instrumont, kind of instrument, and vol-
ume cnd page of rcecord, consideration, detes executod, ond éotes filed and re-
Arr. nuncr. by seetion no. Hdw. cnd typed on ptd. form. 600 ppe.

15. LAND ROLL, 1848-61, 1866--. 47 vols. {dotcd).

Original copies of land asscssmont rolls of State and county taxcs levied on
roel ostete, showing neme of county, number of police district to 1870 and
supervisor's district since 1870, asscssment number, number and years of tex
roccipt, name of owner, legel description of land or division of scetion,
block number, scction, township, ronge, grand total valuation, school and roed
districts, veluation of leascs, reservations, and other intercest owned sepL.-
retely from surface owncrship, number of acres. of cultivatable lands and valu-
ation excluding buildings and improveacnts, voluction of buildings cnd im-
proveaents on country lands, number of acres of timbercd lands, waluation
excluding timber and iaprovements, number of thouscnd feot board moagure of
timber, voluation of timber, nuaber of ceros of uncultivetoble londs; valua=-
tlon excluding buildings, improveaents, and timber; totel nunber of cercs of
county lands toexables valuction of reel estate ond of buildings end improve-

ts in cities, towns, and villoges; nunbor of acres of

n

able; number of acres of Ue S. Govermuent lends unber of acres of State

H
lands, totals made by tax asscssor, by board of supervisors aftor equalizetion

cnd after equalization by the

cnd of oach voluncsy end certifi-
cation of elerk, board of suporvisors, ocnd Stote Tex Comaission. Since 1934,
the rolls hawve included honestead exeaptions, showing nwabers and plats of
hoacstead, nuwiber of meres of cultivetable and uncultivatable ends, velue of
lond oxempted, velue of buildings and improvements exeapted, end total nuaber
of ceres of oxeapt land. Arr. alphe. by name of political subdivision. No
index. Héwe, héwe on ptds fori. Phe 24 x 24 x 2,

16. ASSESSMENT RQLLS PUBLIC SERVICE CORPORATIONS, 1917--. 22 volse
Cortified copies of rolls of assossaonts on ronl and pcrsonal property owncd
by public service corporations operoting in and through Tunice County coaputed
by Stete railroad assossors, cqualized and approved by State Tux Comaission,




Clerk of the Chancery Court as Recordor - (17-20)
Recl Property

and sent to the clerk of the board for inclusion in county tex rolls, showing
nome of corporation, domicile, legal description of toxaoble property, valuc-
tion, asscssed vnluc, tax1:g district, cnd cortification of tho State Tox
Comxaission.  Arr. clph. by first letter of nane of corporation. No index.
Typed on ptd. foram. 100 pp. 14 x 41 8hiacialle

Mortgages and Deeds of Trust on lLands

17. LAND MORTGAGE RECORDS, 1861--. 45 vols. (1-45). 1836-¢0 in Land
Decd Records, ontry 12,
Recorded copies of writton instruacnts mortgaging lands, includinrg mortgogcs,
dceds of trust, cssigmients of mortgeges cnd dceds of trust, u“tleuCthﬂa,
rcleases, and cancelations of mortgeges cnd decds of trust, and appointients of
substitutecd trustecs, showing nemos of grontor, beneficiary and trustces,
kind of instruacnt, ct)nsif1 cretion, teras end conditions, legel deseription of
rote of interest, dates exceuted and ccknowled lged, aclmowledgnent of
detes and by whon satisficd, released, conceled, cssigned or fore-
Anto ond oxnot tinc filed for rccvr'lni, datec recorded, itemization
fees, and certification of clerk. Arr. chron. by time ocnd date
filed for rccording. For indoxes, sce ontries 14 end 18 1861-1910, hdw.;
1911--," typed on rtd. form. 500 pp. 18 x 24 x 2.

18. GENERAL INDEX TO LAWD MORTGAGES, 1876--. 3 vols. (1-3).
Alphabetical dircet cnd reversc index to Land } Kortgage: Records (entry 17),

sho”1ug nemes of parties to the instrunent, dates and exact tine filed for

15, dete recorded, and voluae and pege of record in Land Mortgoge
ncccrﬂs (cntry 17)e Arr. clph. by first lottor of surntimcs o f grontor and
grentee on alternate pp.  Hdw. on ptde forn. 500 rpe 18 x 24 x 3,

Licns

19. LIS PENDEWS RECORDS, 1893--. 1 vol.
Record and abstract of proceedings in suits filed in the cireuit court or in
the chencery court secking to enforcc liens, rights, interests, or eascacnts
in ronl estate when claim is not based upon cny judgaent or decroc previously
entered or rccor’ﬂi showing naaes of complainant or pleintiff and defondant,
nature of clall sought to bc levied on, dote of filing of suit, legel LCSCFlP-
tion of land sought to be loviod on, dote of filing and recording lis pendens
notice, result of suit, and reaarks. Arr. chron. by date recorded. Indexod
elph. by first letter of surnoes of litigents. Hdw. on ptd. form. 500 pp.
lBXE‘le.

20. RECORD OF LANDS SOLD BY STATE FOR TAXES, 1848--. '3 vols.
Recorded copics of lists of land struck off to the State for delinquent taxcs
ot tax sales, showing cortificction of sheriff as tax collector, name of por-
son to whon land is assessed, nomes of holders of existing liens, mortgogos,
°nd decds of trust, date struck off to State, legel deacription of land,
aaount of taxes ”uc, cnount of oxisting liens, mortguges, or deeds of trust,

dete of exemination of record by clerk for existing liens, nortgoges, and deecds
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of trust, (volume tnd pogoerof record ofi-exisbing liens, nortgages, or deeds .of
3 & 1<) p ] 3
trust in Land Mortgnge Records (entry 17), date notice issued to ovmers and
lienholders, fin“l date of redeaption, date redcemed cor patent issued, items
ized stoteaont t terend lcounty taxes, costs; (dmiczaes, cnd fceesidue. Arr,
J s b [=Y 3
by date le. No index. 1848-1530, hiw. on ptd. forai 123l-—, typed
) s L 3 HAL
form. PRei2ivols,, "1848=1080 A8ix 24 x 251 ivoll jail98 == st 150x

LIST D SOLD ZT@ Inﬂiviﬂualg7 FOR TAXES, 1870-1931. 2 vols.
19%2-~ in Land Redenjption Notices ond Stateacnts, cntry 23.
Rocorded coriecs of lists of lands sold to individuals for delinquent toxes
toxisalos, uhodlng cortification of sheriff os t*x callgctor; neaaes of person
to whon assessed, purchaser, end holdcrs of exist %o nortgases, or
decdafofictrustsidateysoldiilen deseripti of _;”H crioun id by purcheser,
caountiiof btaxes . cuey aaount of ist indebteces caiinction of
rocorést by icderk: foroxisbing  liens, raertzages  orideedsof crust; voluie and
page of record offfcxistingilie: norteiges, and deeds of trust in Land Morts-
ape Records (eatry 17); dutes notices sued Lo owners cunc to lien holders,
purchaser!s receipt nunber, fincl dote for rod ion e rodecned; iteaized
stateaent of State and county taxos, costs, danages, and fecs dues purchaser!
certificate number,  dete, isgued, cnd certification of e¢lerk., Arr. chron. by
detoiof sales oNouindex. Hcéws on ptds forie 500 pps 20 x. 24 % 2e, 1 vols,
1670-83, jail; 2 vols., 18838-1431,. chs &lerkts vae

22+ STATE AWD LEVEE LANDS, 1871-75. 2 vols.
Record of lunds which have been struclt off to the State for delinauent texes
ot tex sales anéd which wereo sold to State Levee Boerd, showing number of levee
district, legal description and location of property, division of section,
tovmship, and ronges itonmized statement of trxes, fces, costs, and domapges;
totall enountiof toxes, ifees,  costs,rand: danagess date of scle, signature: of tox
collector, datos filecd and recorded;isignctburec and certification of the clerk
of the board of supervisors s recorders. Arr, olrh. by none of political sub-
divisions (Noiindex. Héws on pbds: fiorm. 8 PRe 18 %024 % 2o

cenbtipniof  LanduSeld forslaxes

23+ LAND REDEMPTION NOTICES AND STATI 'S, 198l--. 7 vols,

TrL;llcnuc cories of qucrterly reports made by the chancery clerk as recorder

) the Stcto Land Commissioner ecnd to the board of supcrvisors of the roden
tinu off lands 'sold to the Stote or tolindividuals Tnlinquont taxes &t
tox sailea,shiowint date. of! raport,iperiod, covored, naunes c wner, purchascr,
tnd rodeone detol spddls lopal idescri phi lendl ’urchuuc price,: dete reo-
decned,) & gl for rodeaption, rodeaption certificcate nuiber, itenized
ste tflcqt of tutﬂl State ond covntj t ol i s o8, and fees due, and
cortificati ofi elerks. Also P).tujx List of lend Sold /to Infiviﬂua;§7
for Taxcs, 193¢ enbtry 21s Arr. chron. by detc redecned. No indox. Hcw.

RALTL

Ve nforiel 18000 P .G 4 % 2o
RECORD OF LAND REDEMPTION-PARTIAL PAYMENT, 1988--. 1 wol.
Recorced copies of applications made by the Southern Lend end Realty Compeny

to the State Land Conaissioner to redeca on the partial payment [luu, lands
which have been struclk off to the State for delinquont taxes, showing datc of
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application, name of owner against whom assessed, legal description and loca-
tion of property, years for which due, statement of costs, fees, and demares

r L 3 3 3 é
due, total smount of taxes, costs, fess and demages, emount of each redemption

installnent, date of tex sale, and date application filed. Arr. chron. by
dote.filed. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 200 pp. 14 x 24 x 1.

Eﬂﬂg Titles

256. FIELD NOTES, 1834-36. Transceribed in 1888 by John M. Smylies 1 vol.
Transeription of the origincl field notes of the United States survey of the
Chickasow Cession &s pertaining to the townships now comprising Tunioa County,
showing dates of surveys, description of township end interior section lines
by number of chains and links, designations and description of bearings, wit-
ness trees, monuments, creeks, and rivers, physicel description of land and
stending timber, signatures of surveyor, dcputy surveyors, and chain bearers,
end cerbification and approwvel of Surveyor of Public Lands. Arr. chron. by
date of survey and numer. thercunder by township nos. No index. Hdw. on ptd.
form. 300 pp. 18 x 24 x 2.

26. TRACT BOOK OF TUNICA COUNTY, 1836-59. Troenscribed in 1888 by John M.
Smylie. 1 vol.
Transceription of original land patents issued by the United States Land Office,
showing legal description of traot, section, township end range, contonts, rote
per cere, purchase price, name of purchaser, register's return, date of sale or
potent, and volume and page of record. Arr. nuaer. by township and ronge nosse

=

No index. ' Hdw, on'ptd. form. : 200 pp. 18 x 24 x 1,

27+ < ABSTRACT BOOK, 1836--. 6 vols.
Abstract record of titles to lend, showing nemes of grantor, grantce, bene-
ficiary, trustee, and substituted trustec, dower relinquished, kind of instru-
ment, consideration, rate of interest, date of interest, designation of quarter
section, township, and range, dote and place filed for recording and recorded,
Jucgments . enrolled, cmount of judgaents, volume and page of record of judgnonts,
and remarks. Arr. alph. by nemes of parties to instrunents. No index. Hdw.
on ptd. form. 6 vols., 1836-1900, 300 ppes 18 x 24 x 2; 1 vol., 1901--, 900 pps
20){24}:5.

Personal Property

28. PERSQNAL ROLL, 1871--. 85 vols,
Originel assessment rolls of personal property, polls, and of comautation road
tex to 1931, showing designation of city or of town, election precinet and
supervisor's district, yeor for which taxes duc, number wnd year of tox re-
ceipt, neme, roce, post-office address of person licble for texotion, cmount
of poll tax due, smount of comnutation rozd tex due, roceipt number, totel
wluation of all personcl property, ncmes of school and rocd taxing districts,
taount of assessment, cnwaerction of ell kinds ond classes of personcl pro-
rerty -ind assessed voluation, totals mede by tax assessor, by board of super-
visors after equalizntion, and as chenged by order of the Stote Tax Comnission,
recaritulation at end of ecch volune, and certification of clerk. Arr. alph.
by nome of political subdivision. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 600 pp. 30
X 241 S 2%.
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29, CHATTEL DEZD RECORDS, 1066--., 76 vols. 1036-65 in Lond Deed
Records, entry 12.

Rocordcd cories of writton instruwients conveying rorsonal property, including
decds, bills of sale, leases, nortgages, doeds of trust, gifts, logacied ond
satisfretions, cancelations, rcloases, forcclosurcs, ond rowers of attorney,
showing nanas of grentor, grentee, beneficiary, trusteec, and other parties in
interest, cescription of property, statecnont of conditions, rote of intercst,
consideration or enount of indecbtedness, durction of locn, acknowledgaents of
rerties to instrumnents, dntos and nane of rerson by whon satisfied, ‘canceled,
relecsed, or foreclosed, date ond exaet tine filed for recording dnd irecorded,
itonization of rccording fecs, and certificttion of clork. Arr, chron. by date
recorded. ‘For index, sco entry 30, 066-1920, hdw.; 1921--, tyred. 500 prs
18 x 24 x 3. 49 vols., '1066-1917, outsice ve.; 27 vols., 1918-~, ch. clerk's
Voo

80« GENERAL INDEX TO CHATTEL DEEDS OF TRUST, 1€76--. 5 vols,
Alphobeticel direct and reverse index to Chattel Deed Records (entry 29), show-
ing namcs of grantor and grentee, kind of instrusent, dnte filed for recording,
late recorded, and volwiac and poge of record. Arr, clph. by first letter of

rrnenes. of parties to instrument on alterncte pp. Hdws on ptde fora. 500 pr.
x 24 x 3

8ls AGRICULTURAL LIEN RECORD, 1870-74, 1 vol.
Record of liems on crojs lkept by the chencery clerk as recorder, showing lien
nuaber, naine of debtor, datc of filing, waount of indebtedness, dete due, nane
of ereditor, nuaber of contract, and deto cenccled. Arr. nuaere. by lien no.
Indoxed alph. by first lettcr of surname of debtor. Hdw. on ptd. form, 450 ppe.
18 = 24 x 2. Outside vo.

Misccollancous Permanont Rocords

32.. « OFFICIAL BOND REGISTER, 1037--+ 4 vols.
Recorded copies of officisl bonds and oaths of office ecxccutod by all county
officers clectod ,or appointcd, showing name'of office, namo of officer, nomes
of sureties or bonding compeny, amount and conditions of bond, term of office,
dotes exoceuted, delivered, filed flor recording,” andirocorded, certification of
clerk, names of principals and suretics, ctproval and signatures of president
of the board an? of the elerk, transeript of onth, end name and celnowledgnent
of offiicer. Haw. ond tyred on ptd. florme. 500 pps 168 x 24 x 2. 2 vols.,
1837-8G, jeils; 2 wols., 1889--, che clerk's vo.

33. RETAIL LIQUOR DEALERS BOND RECORD, 1C72-19006. 1 wvole. Discontinued
in 1908 becausc of the encctmont of tho State prohibition laws,

Recorded ecopies of bonds cxecuted by rersons licensed to reteil ligquor in the
county and approvel by the board of supervisors, showing name of licensec o
rrineipel end names of surcties, designating principal obligor and princiral
obligee, business address. of licensee, deto executed, expirction cate, liccnse
nunber, aaount of bond, terms and conditions of bond, signaturcs of principel
and sureties, dabes filed cnd ro led, sipgnoatures end aprroval of the clerk
tnl of the president of the board of supervisors. Arr. chron. by date recorced.
No indox.  Hawe on ptde forms 200 ppe 16 % 20 x 1¢ Jeils
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Clerk of the Chancery Court as Recorder-
Miscellaneous Permenent Records

34+ RECORD OF CHARTERS AND INCORPORATIONS, 1858--. 2 vols. 1836-57 in
Land Deed Records, entry 12,

Recorded copies of charters granted to corporations, including amendments and
supplements to charters, showing corporate title, domicile, names ond addresses
of incorporators, purpose of corporation, period of existence, amount of auth-
orized capital stock, class of stock (common or preferred), number of sheres.
of each class of stock, par wvalue, sale price per share without par value,
date of incorporation, signatures and acknowledgments of incorporators, endorse-
monts and signaturcs of Secrctary of Stote and of .Governor, opinion of Attorney
General, proof of publication, date and exact time filed for rocording and re-
corded, itemization of recording fces, and certification of clerk. Arr. chrone.
by dote recorded. Indexed alph. by title of corporatiom. 1858-1910, hdw.;
1911--, typed on ptd. forms. 500 pps 18 x 24 x 2.

35. RECORD OF MARKS AND BRANDS, 1859--. 1 vol. 1836-58 in Land Deced
Records, entry 12,

Record of morks anc brands of livestock filed end recorcded, showing name of
owner, kind of livestock, description of earmark or brand, octh of applicant,
nome of official administering oath, dates of cpplication and oath, dates and
cxact time filed for recording and rocorded, itomization of recording focs,
and certification of clerk. Arr. chron. by datec filed for reccording. Indexed
¢lphe by first lettor of surnome of ownor. Hdw. on ptd. form. 300 pp. 18 x
24 x 1z

36, EOMESTEAD RECORD,
Recorded copics of homostead doclarations that property designoted cnd de-
scribed is occupied as homeostead by declerant cnd as such is exempted from
seizure or scle under excoution or attachment for debt, showing name of ce-
clarant, legel doscription of land, division of scetion, tovmship, range, num-
ber of aeres, plat of homcstend, signoture of declarant, acknowledgment of
clerk, date filed for recording end date recorded by clerk. Arr. chron. by
date filed for recording. ' Indexed alph. by first letter of. surname of ceclar-
ente Héws on ptds form. 300 ppe 18 x 24 x 24

37« RECORD OF DISCHARGE OF SOLDIERS AND SAILORS, 1918--. 1 vol. ILast
entry May 12, 1938«

Recorded copies of official honorable discharges from the Unites States army,
navy, cnd marine corps of soldiers, sailors, and marines serving in the Spon-
ish-American Wor anéd in the World Wer, with cischarges from regular crmy on-
listments, showing name of wveteron, rank, company, regimont, or vessel, birth-
place, date of birth, age at timo of enlistment, rece, physical descriptipn
of veteran, occupation, marital status, doto of enlistment, date and place of
‘ischarge, reason for discharge, scrvice record, dates and exact time filed
for recording and recorded, &nd cortification of clerk. Arr. chron. by dote
filed for recording. Indexcd alph. by first letter of surname of veteran.
500 ppe 18 x 24 x 2




I1T. CHANCERY COURT
A+ Probate Court

The probate court was cstablished in Tunica County on the county's estab-
lishment in 1836,1 under provisions of the Constitution of 1832.2 At that
time, the court met on the fourth Monday of every month for & term of 4 days
or less.® 1In 1838, the time of holding court weas changed to the first Monday
in Januery, April, July, and OQctober for & 2-day term,= end in 1857, to the
sccond Mondey in Jenuery, Merch, May, July, September, and November to continue
es long as business warranted.?

The presiding officer of the probate court was the judgo.G Other county
officors attached to the court were the clerk’ end the sheriff who was its ox—
ccutive officer.”

The probatc judge wes clected for o 2-yeor torm by the quelified clectors
of the county at the genercl clections for Steatc, district, county, and county-
istrict offices:.

The court functioned in the county until its jurisdiction was transferred
to the chanceory court by the Constitution of 1869.

For o discussion of the jurisdiction of thc probate court,sec Forrost
e = Kot Joi e
County ' Inventory, p. 53.

The rccords of ?hc probate court as required by lew arc kept by the chan-
ccllor in his wveult.-

38. DOCKET OF FROBATE COURT, 1858-69. vols.
Record and abstract of all papers and pleadings filed end of &ll important
acts done in the conduct of cach casc in the probate court, showing dockct
nunber, nomes of litigents, deccdont, estatc, other partics in interogt, namecs
of solicitors, causc of action or matter filed for probate, titlo of each appli-
cation or other paper filed, datcs of seorvice or proof of publication of

Minutes of the Probate Court, I, 2.
Const. 1832, art. IV, scce 18; L. Mo 1833, p. 444; Code 1848, p. 721; Code
1857, p. 423.

L. M. 1821, pe.

L. M. 1838, p. 334; Code 1848, pe. 752

Code 1857, ps 428,

Lo M. 1833, pe. 444; Codc 1848, p. 721; Codo 5 pe 423, From 1866 to
1870, the judge of the probate court served as judge of tho county court
(Ls M. 1866, pe

Le Mo 1833, p. 444 . p. 7213 Code

Le M, 1833, pe 4 odo pe 719 Codo
Const iLfl8382), lartie IV,

Consts! 1869, arte JI,

Code 1871, scces 996; Code s, S6Ce 1824; Code

1892, sec. 479; Codec 1906,
sec. 5293 Code 1917, sec. 286; Codc 1930, scc. 548.




Chancery Court (39=42)

process issuecd, dete and term of hearing, volume and page of record in Minutes
of the Probete Court (entry 43), orders and Judgments, dates ordered, and
statement of costs and fees. Arr, numer. by docket no, Indoxed alph, by
first letter of surname of defendant, Hdw. 500 pp. 24 x 18 x 3.

39. WILLS AND INVENTORIES, 1837-69. 2 vols, Titlc varies: Will Reocord,
1837-56, 1 vol,

Recorded copies of wills and last testaments filed for probate, showing dete
instrument oxecuted, kind of instrument, nomes of deccdent,”heirs, dovisces,
legatees, beneficiarics, exccutors, trustecs, and Witnesscs, placc of cxecu-
tion, terms and conditions of instrument, signeturcs of testators cnd witness-
es, date ond exact time filed for recording, date rccorded, end certification
of clork. Also conteins: Record of Inventorics and Accounts, entry 57. Arr.
chron. by date filed for rccordinge No index, Hdw. 500 pp. 18 x 24 x 3.

For rccord of wills, 1870--, sec ontry: 55,

40, RECORD OF BONDS AND LETTERS, 1837-69., 4 vols.,

Conteins rccordcd copies of documents issued by the probate gourt:

.1+ Bonds, cost, appeal, appearance, cxeccutors', and administrators!,
showing date bond cxccutcd, names of principals, names of suretics
amount of bond, statement of conditions, acknowledgments of sure-
tics, approval of bond by clerk of court, and deto of approval.

Letters testamentory cnd of administration, showing venuc, juris-
diction, names of decedents, executors and administretors, state=
ments of authority granted, signaturc of judge issuing letters,
attestation, oxact time filed for recording, date recorded, and
cortification of clerk,

?

Also contains: Gumrdians/%?nds and Lettcrs7§ccord, 1837-65, entry 41, Arr.
chron, by date filed for rocording. No index. Hdw. on ptd. form. 500 pp,
18 x 24 et A

For rccord of bonds and lctters, 1870--, sec entry 56.

4l. GUARDIANS Bonds cond Lettors Rccord, 1866-69, 1 vol, 1837-65 in
Roccord of Bonds and Lotters, cntry 40.
Recorded copics of guardians! bonds and of lotters of guardianship issucd by
the probate court,
i1, Racorded copics of bonds show date executed, names of principals,
nomes of surctics, amount of bond, statement of conditions, ac=
knowledgments of surctics, approvel of bond by clerk of court,
and date of eapproval,

ii. Recorded copics of lotters of guardicnship show venue, jurisdiction,
nemes of guardian and ward, statements of cuthority granted, sige
nature of judge issuing letters, attestation, cxcet time filed
for rocording, date rccorded, and certification of clerk.

Arr. chron. by date filed for rccording, No index, - Hdwe on ptde forme 600
Ppe 18 x124 % 2,
For record of bonds and letters, 1870-=, sec entry 56,

42. RECORD QF CLAINS, 1837=69. 1 vol.
Registor of claims against cstates, showing name of decedent, date filed,
mture and amount of claim, namo of cleimant, credits, dobits, and balances.,




Chancery Court (43-44)

Arr. chron. by date rcgistcreds No index., HAw., on ptd. forme 500 pp. 18
x 24 x 24
For record of cleims against ostetes, 1870--, secc ontry 58,

43, MINUTES QOF THE PROBATE COURT, 1836-69. 3 vols.
Record of the proccedings of the probate court, showing date of term of court,
day of term, nome of county, nome of presiding judge, casc number, names of
litigents, petitioncrs, attorneys and other parties in interest, cause of cc-
tion or mntter filed for probate, detes of service or proof of publication,
interlocutory and final rulings, orders and decrecs of the court, date ren-
dered, amount of judgment or decrec rendercd, approvel by court of costs, ap=
pearance, appeal and exccution bonds, and of bonds of cdministrators, execu=
tors and guardions, statement of and allowance of costs and fecs, final disw
position of cach casc, and signaturc of presiding judge. Arre chron. by date
of court terme For indox, scc entry 44. Hdw, under ptd. hdg. 350 pp. 18 x
24 x 28

For proceedings in probate matters, 1870-=, scc entry 59.

44, INDEX TO MINUTES PROBATE COURT, 1836-69, 2 vols.
Alphobetical direoct and reverse index to Minutes of the Probate Court (cntry
43), showing namcs of litigonts ard volume und page of record. Arr, clph,
by first letter of surname of litigonts, Hdw. 50 pp. 14 x 24 x 2,

B+ Chancery Court

An cmendment approved in 1854 by popular vote, presented to the Logis=-
lature in 1856, and made & part of the Constitution in 1856, required that
chancery court be held in cach county by the judge of the circuit court, at
least 1 week of every circuit torm being given to chancery mattors.

The Constitution of 1869 directed the Legislature to divide the State
into convenient chencery court districts, ond stipulated that court should
be held in each county ot least 4 times a yoar.® Tunica County was assigned
to the fifteenth chancery district by the act of May 4, 1870, which also pro=-
vided that court be held beginning the first lMonday of Jenuary, April, July,
and October of each year for 6 de.ys.3 The first session was held in July 1870%

Le M. 1854, ppe 173-174; L. M. 1856, p, 28; Code 1857, p. 38

Const, 1869, art., V, scce 16, Jurisdiction of probate matters was given

to the chancery court (ibid.)s From 1836 to 1838 all chancery cascs wore
heard in the suporior chancery court held each yoar in January and July

at Jackson, the State Capitel (Const, 1832, art. IV, scc. 16). In 1839,
the Legislaturc dividod the State into 3 superior chancery districts, ploc=
ing Tunico in the thirde All chancery cases for the district were heard
at Oxford, thc county seat of Lafoyette County (L. M. 1839, p. 82; L. M.
1841, p, 131), In 1842, Tunica was placed in the northern inferior chan-
cery district, for which court was held in Holly Springs, tho county seat
of Morshall County, twice cach year (L, M, 1842, p, 57; Code 1848, pps
775=779)s This inferior court was presided over by a vice-chancellor snd
had coneurrent Jjurisdiction with the superior court of chancery (L._M.,1842
PPe 57-65).

Le Me 1870, pe 45. This district was compcsecd of Tunica, Coshoms, Bolivar,
and Washington Countiecs (ibide; Code 1871, scc. 899).

Minutes Chancery Court, IT, I,




Chancery Court : (Next entry. &5, p. 64)

and this court has functioned in the county since that time. . In 1880, the
county was attached to the third district, and in 1892 to the seventh, in
which it has since remnined,®

The Constitution of 1890, in providing for the establishment of chan-
cory courts, recquires that sessions be heold at least twice in each year.6
At present, court convones the socond Mondays of Junc and Docember for 6 doys.

The gresiding officer of the chancory court is the chanccllor of the
districts® County officers attached to the court arc the clcrk,9 and the
sheriff who is the executive officor.+0 The chanccllor may appoint masters
in chancery, special commissioners, rccedvers, 3 and since 1956, &
court stenographer in tho district,l4 and & county probation officor who may
be the superintendent of cducation.

Under constitutional provision, from 1869 to 1912, the chanccllor wos
appointed by the Governor by end with the consent of tho Senate, for a 4~year
tern. By an amcndment to the Constitution, proposed by the legislature in
1912, epproved by popular voto in 1913, cnd made o part of the Constitution

Code 1880, sec. 1793; Code 1892, sece 455; Code 1906, sec. 494; Code
1917, sec, 245; Coce 1930, sec. 318,

Constes 1890, sec. 158; Code 1892, sec. 448; Code 1906, scce 496; Code
1917, sec. 249; Code 1930, sec, 318,

Code 1930, secce 318,

Conste 1832, art. IV, sece 16; Codc 1848, p, 754; Code 1857, pe. 540;
Const. 1869, art. VI, sec. 19; Code 1871, sec. 979; Code 1880, sec. 1803;
Conste, 1890, seces 153; Code 1892, sec. 4563 Code 1906, sece 515; Code
1917, sece 261; Code 1930, sec. 319,

L. M, 1833, pe 408; L. M. 1848, p. 110; Codec 1848, p. 780; Coce 1857, pe
542; Const. 1869, arts VI, sccs 19; L. M, 1880, p. 125; Code I8l sen,
3573 Coce 1880, scce 118; Const, 1890, sec. 168; Cocc 1892, sccs 3633;
Code 1906, sccs 4140; Cocde 1917, scce 67743 Code 1930, sce, 6210,

Codo 1823, p. 84; Code 1848, p,s 750; Code 1857, p. 543; Code 1871, sec,
1277; Code 1880,,scce 2278; Code 1892, sec. 4116: Code 1906, scc. 4668;
Code 1917, secs 3085; Code 1930, scc. 3315,

Coce 1823, pe 84; Codo 1848, p. 756; Code 1857, p. 552; Coce 1871, sec,
1057; Code 1880, scc. 1927; Codc 1892, sec, 985; Code 1906, sec 6353
Codo-1917, secs, 395; Codc 1930, scc, 445,

Code 1823, p, 84; Codo 1848, p. 7563 Codec 1857, p. 552; Code 1871, soc.
1068; Code 1680, sccs 1928; Coce 1892, scc. 585; Code 1906, socs 6363
Code 1917, sec, 3963 Code 1930, sec, 451,

Codo 1848, pe 771; Codc 1857, p. 552; Code 1871, secs. 1052=1055; Codo
1880, sccs. 1921, 1924; Coce 1892, secs. 574, 576, 577; Codo 1906, seccs,
627, 6323 Code 1917, secs. 387, 397; Code 1930, seose. 114, 435,

Le Ms 1916, pp. 227-228; Codo 1917, secs, 3138; Code 1930, secs. 709.

Lo M, 1916, pe 115; Code 1917, scces 4982; Code 1930, sece 7263.

Const. 1869, art. VI, sec. 17; Code 1871, secs 976; Codo 1880, sec.
1803; Const. 1890, scc. 154; Code 1892, sec, 456; Code 1906, sece 505,

7
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Chancery Court = Original Case Papors (45)

in 1914, provision was made for the election of the chancellor by the quali=-
fied votors of the district, the term of office remeining: the samc.17

By constitutional amendment in 1856, the clerk of the eircuit court was
essignod the duties of the clerk of the chancery court, He was clected every
2 years by the qualified electors of the county.l8 Until 1904, the offices
of changery clerk and circuit clcrk in Tunica County were held by the same
persone

The Constitutions o 1869 and 1890 provided for the officec of clerk of
the chancery court, and it has functioned in the county since that tine,20
The clerk is elected for a 4=-year term by the qualified electors of the coun-
ty at the §enoral elections for State, district, county, and county-district
officers.

The office of court stenographer, fillecd by appointment by the ohancellor,
has funetioned in the district end in the chancery court of Tunica County since
1916. The stenographer serves a 4=-year term unless removed by the chancellor$

For the general structural and functional development of the chencery
court from 1890 to 1938, sce Lamar County Inventory, pps 92=107.

Unless otherwise specified,the records of the chancery court are kept
in the vault of the clerk of the chancery court.

Original Case Papers

45, GENERAL DOCKET FILE, 1870-==, 152 file boxcs,
Original pleadings filed with 21l causcs filed and tried in which final de=
cree or order has been rendercd and judgment orcered &nd the case closed;
original pleadings filed with all couses concerning motters testamentary, of

Lo M. 1912, ppe 449-450; Conste. 1890, sec. 153; Code 1917, secs 261;
Code 1930, secs 319« Given authority by the Constitution to determine
the menner and time of election of chancellors, the Legislaturc has pre-
scribed that they be selected for a term of 4 years concurrently with the
election of representatives in Congress; that is, in 1914 and cvery 4
years thereafter (Code 1917, sec. 6837; Code 1930, scce 6281)s

L, M. 1856, pe. 28; Conste 1832, arte VI, secs 19; Code 1857, ps 542,

The office of the clerk of the chaneory court commonced to function as a
county office in 1856 (Code 1857, pe 542)s

Register of Commissioncrs, 1899-1904. The offices of the clerk of the
circuit and chancery courts moy be held by the same person in the dis-
cretion of the board of supervisors, in a county of not exceceding 15,000
inhabitants (Code 1871, scce 3223 Code 1880, sece 418; Code 1892, secs
3073)

Const. 1869, arte VI, sccs 19; Conste. 1890, sec. 1684 8ee also entry 32,
Const,. 1869, art. VI, secs 19; Code 1871, secs 359; Code 1880, sece 1183
Const. 1890, secs 168; Code 1892, sece 3633; Code 1906, secs 4140; Code
1917, sece 6774; Code 1930, sec, 6210,

Le M. 1916, pe 228; Code 1917, secs. 3140, 3149; Code 1930, secos. 711,
714,
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Chencery Court = Dockets, Calendars, and (46-48)
Registers

administration, divorce end alimony, minors! business, idioey, lunacy, and
persons of unsound mind in which final decree or order has not been rendered,
and causes are still pending hearing, showing time filed, -docket number in
General Docket Chancery Court (entry 47), names of parties litigants and of
solicitors, cause of action and dates filed, dates of scrvice and proof of
publication of process issued, and volumc end page of reccord in lMinutes of
Chancery Court (entry 59). Arr. numer. by docket no. and chron. thereunder
by date of filing, No index. Hdw, ond typed on ptde. forme 4 x 12 x 12,

46, REALTY CASES, 1870--, 70 file boxes.
Original pleadings filed with all causes pertaining to real property filed
end tried and in which final decrec or order has been rendered and judgment
ordered and the case closed; original pleadings filed with all causes pertain-
ing to real property filed end triec and in which final decree or order has
not been rencderec, and causes are still pencding hearing, including bills of
complaint, petitions, bills of particulars, pleas, ancwers, afficavits, mo-
tions, demurrers, exceptions, lis pendens notices, writs, rulings, orders,
decrees, showing time of filing, docket number in General Docket Chancery
Gourt (entry 47), names of litigants, solicitors, and couses of action, dates
of service or proof of publication of process issued, interlocutory and final
orcders and cecrces of the court, dates rendered, amount of judgment ordered,
statements of costs and fees, and volume and page of record in Minutes of
Chencery Court (entry 59)¢ Arr, numer. by docket no. and chron. thereunder
by date of filinge No index. Hdw, on ptds form. 4 x 12 x 12,

For .final record, see entry 52,

Dockets, Calendars, and Registers

Chancery and Probate

47, GENERAL DOCKET CIL.NCERY COURT, 1858--o 7 vols,
Record and abstract of all papers ancd pleadings filed and of all important
acts done in the conduct of euch case in the chancery court, showing docket
munber, nemes of litigants, decedents, cstates, other parties in interest,
end attorneys, causec of action, title of cach pleading filed, date filed,
dates of service or proof of publication of proccss issued, datcs and terms
of hearing, interlocutory and finel rulings, orders, and decrees of the court,
dates rendered, anount and judgment ordered, deate ordered, stetements of costs
ond fees, and volume and page of record in Minutes of Chancery Court (entry 59
Also contains: Motion Docket, 1858=70, entry 50; Probate and Trial Docket,
Chencery Court, 1871-1929, entry 54+ Arr, numer, by docket nos and chron.
thereunder by date of filinge Indexed clphe by first letter of surname of
complainant and defendante. Hdwe on ptde forme 500 ppe 18 x 24 x 3,

48, DEMJURRER DOCKET, 1858-1902. 1 vole 1903-- in Motion Dockect, en=
try 50
Record of demurrers filed in cases filed end tried in the chancery court, show=-
ing case number, nemes of litigants eond solicitors, date filed, kind of denupe
rer, and cisposition of each demurrere Arr, chron, by date filed, No index,
Hiws on ptde form. 500 ppe 18 x 24 x 3,
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Chancery Court = Dockets, Calendars, and (49-53)
Registers

49, ISSUE DOCKET, 1858--, 2 vols. (1-2).

Calender of all cases triable at each instant or approaching term of court

or set for final hearing as ordered by the court or by consent of all parties,
entered in order in which causes are numbered in General Docket Choncery Court
(ontry 47), showing docket number, namcs of litigants, cause of action, torm
sot for hearing, remarks, namcs of attorncys, and disposition of each causc.
Arr. chron. by date of court term. No index, Hdw. on ptd, forme. 500 pp.

1 855 24: X 30

50s MOTION DOCKET, 1871--, 2 vols. (1-2). 1858~70 in Gcneral Docket
Chancery Court, cntry 47,

Reocord ond abstract of all motions and special pleas filecd in causes filed
and tried in the chencery court, including motions, demurrers, cx parte peti=-
tions, exceptions to evidence or rcports, all mattors of administration and
guerdianship not dirceted to be placed on Issue Dockot (entry 49), and mottors
brought before the clerk in vacotion, showing dockct nunber, namcs of liti=-
gants, deccodents, cstates, other partics in interest, and solicitors, title
of cach plceding filcd, date filed, znd disposition of ccch motion or special
pleading. Also contains: Demurror Docket, 1903--, cntry 48. Arr. chron, by
date filede No index. Hdwe on ptd. form. 500 ppe 18 x 24 x 3.

5l., EXECUTION DOCKET, 1906-22., 1 vol,
Record of cxccutions of judgments rendored, showing vemuc, date and term of
court, names of compleinant and defondant, datc judgmcnt rendered, emount of
Jjudgment, date of issuance of process, names of attorneys for plaintiff, date
of sheriff's return, itemization of fces, amount of moncy made in executions,
and signature of sheriff. Arrs chrone. by date of issuancec of process., In-
dexed alphe by first letter of surneme of litigant, Hdw. on ptd. form, 350 pp
18 x @4 ixiay

52. FINLL RECORD OF CHANCERY COURT, 1871-=-. 11 volse (4L-K).
Recorded copies of the pleadings, proofs, exhibits, and proceedings or such
ports of the pleadings, proofs, coxhibits, and procecdings direcctcd to be en=
tered by the court, of suits involving real cstate filed and tricd in the
chencery court, showing docket number in Generel Docket Chancery Court (en-
try 47), names of litigants, decccdents, estotes, other parties in intercst,
solicitors, witnesscs, cause of sction, title of cach plecding filed, date
filed, datecs of servicc or proof of publication of all process issucd, dotes
and terms of* hoarings, cxhibits and testimony scccpted as evidence, legal
deseription of property invelved, of liens, rights, interest, cnd casements
sought to be enforced, interlocutory and finol rwlings, orders, end decrccs
of the court, dotes rendered, amount of judgmont orcdered, fincl disposition
of each cause, statement of costs and focs, and volume and page of record in
Minutes of Chencory Court (entry 59)e Arr. chron, by datc of cntry in record
and chron. therecunder by date of term of disposition. Indexed alph. by first
letter of surname of defendant, Hdw. on ptd. form. 500 ppel8 x 24 x 3.

For original papers filed, scc entry 46,

Probate (Sec also ontrics 38, 39)

63, GENERAL ESTATE DOCKET, 1870--. 3 vols.
ibstract record of unfinished prococdings in matters testamentary and of ad-
ministration, in retters concerning minors, and in oascs of persons of unsound
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chencery Court - Dockets, Calendars, and (54=57)
Registers

mind, showing neme of person whose estote i1s subject to proceedings, docket
number in General Docket Chancery Court (entry 47), title of each instrument
filed, date of filing, dates of issuance of process and proof of service or
publication, and volume and page of record in Minutes of Chancery Court (en=
try 59). Arr, numer. by docket no. Indexed alph. by name of cstate and alph.
thereundor by nome of heir, Hdw, on ptd. forme. 500 pp. 18 x 24 x 3.

54, PROBATE AND TRIAL DOCKET, CHANCERY COURT, 1930--. 2 vols. 1870~1929
in General Docket Chancery Court, entry 47,

Records and abstract of all motions and special pleas filed in causes filed
end tried in the chancery court of Tunica County, including motions, demurrers,
ex parte petitions, cxceptions to cvidence or rcports, matters testamentory,
of odministration and guardianship, andé metters brought beforc the clerk in
vecetion, showing cocket number in General Docket Chencery Court (entry 47),
names of litigents, deccdent, estate, otheor parties in interest, nomes of so=
licitors, titlc of each pleading filed, datc filed, and disposition of cach
motion or specizl pleading, and volume and page of record in Minutes of Chan=
cery Court (entry 59). Arr. numer. by docket no. No index. Hdw. on ptd.
form. 500 ppe 20 x 20 % 3.

556. WILL RECORDS, 1870--« 2 vols.
Recorded copies of wills and last testamcnts filed for probate, showing dates
instruments executed, kind of instrument, names of dccedents, heirs, devisees,
legntees, bencficiaries, exocutors, trustees, signaturcs of testator and wit=
nesses, place of execution, torms and conditions of instrument, date and ex-
act time filed for recording, date recorced, and certification of clerk. Arr.
chron. by date filed for rocording. Indexed alph, by first letter of surncme
of testatore. Hdw. and typeds 500 ppe 18 x 24 x 3.

For record of wills, 1837-~69, see entry 39,

56, RECORD OF BONDS AND LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION, 1870-~e 5 vols.
Recorded copies of cost, eppeal, appearance, executors', administrators',
and guardions! bonds, and recorded copies of letters testamentery, of admin=
istration, and of guardianship issued by the chencery courts
i. Recorded copies of bonds, showing date bond executed, ncmes of prin-
cipals, nomes of surcties, cmount of bond, statements of condi=-
tions, acknowledgments of surcties, approval of bond by clerk,
and date of approval,

ii. Recorded copiecs of letters testamentary, of administration, and of
guardicnship, showing venue, jurisciction, names of decedents,
executors, administrators, guardians, and wards, statoments of
outhority granted, signature of chancellor issuing letters, at-
testetion, exact time filed for recording, date recorded, and
certification of clerk,

Arr. chron, by dete filed for recording. Indexed alph, by first lectter of
surname of acdministrator, cxcoutor, or guardian and ward. Hdw, on ptd. form,
500 pps 18 x 24 x R

For record of bonds cnd letters, 1837-69, sec cntrics 40, 41,

57. RECORD OF INVENTORIES .ND ACCOUNTS, 1870--. 2 vols. 1837-89 in Wills
and Inventorics, cntry 39,
Recorded copics of appraisals and inventories of personalty of cstates mode
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Chancery Court - Proccedings; Fees (58-61)
and Costs; Legal Publications

by appreisers appointed by the court, showing date, name of decedent, docket
nunber in General Docket Chancery Court (entry 47), werrant of chancellor au-
thorizing appraisement, list of itons constituting estate, cppraisers! voluo=-
tion of each item, total appraised valuction, oaths of aporaisers, certifica=-
tion of official administering oath, certification of adninistrator or exesu=
tor of estate appraised, and attestation of clerk. Arre chron. by ' dete filed
for recording. Incdexed alphe by first letter of surname of decedent. Hdaw,
on ptd. forme 500 pp. 18 x 24 x 2,

58+ REGISTER OF CLAIMS AGAINST ESTATES, 1870--. 2 vols.
Register of claims filed ageinst cstates, showing name of deccedent, ninor,
or pcrson non compos mentis, date filed, nature and amount of clain, name of
cloimant, credits, dobits, and balances. Arr. chron, by date registered.
Indexed alphe by first letter of surname of Gecedent, minor, or person non
compos mentis. Hdw, on ptd. form. 500 pp. 18 x 24 x 2,

For rccord of claims agninst estotes, 1837-69, see entry 42,

Procecdings

59, MINUTES OF CHANCERY COURT, 1858--, 10 vols, (1-10).
Record of proceedings of chancery court at term time and in vacation, show=
ing name of presiding chancellor, name of county, docket number of case in
General Docket Chancory Court (cntry 47), names of complainants cnd defend=

ants, petitioners, and other parties in interest, cpproval of court of cost,
appearance, appeal, and execution bonds, and of bonds of administrators, excc=
utors, and guardians of cstates of decedents, minors, cnd pPersons non Conpos
nehtis, interlocutory and final rulings, decrees, and orders of the court,
dote of rendition, final disposition of each cause, allowances of clerk's,
witnesses!, end sheriff's fces, adjourning orders, and signaturc of presid=
ing chancellors Arr. chron. by datc of court tern. No indox. Hdw. on ptd.
form, 500 pps 18 x 24 x 3,

Focs and Costs

60, CIANCERY CLERKS FEE BOOK, 1870-~. 14 vols.
Record of fees and costs incurred in causes filed, and filed end tried in
chancery court, showing statement number, docket number, nancs of petitioners
and litigants, itemization of costs and fces due clerk, sheriff, masters in
chencery, commissioncrs, other officers, s tenographer, printers, and witnesscs,
total amount of costs and fees, volume end page of record in Minutes of Chon=
cery Court (entry 59), amount paid, date paid, and certification and signature
of clerk, Arr. chron, by date assesscds. Indexcd alph. by first letter of
Surnamo of defendant. Hdwe on ptd. foris 600 pp, 18 x 24 x 3, 5 vols,,
1870-92, jail; 4 vols., 1893-1915, outside vR.; 5 vols., 1916--, che clerk's

Vae

Legel Publications

6l. THE DELTA DEMOCRLT, 1904-17. 14 vols, {dated).
Copics of weclkly mnewspapor published at Tunica, county scat of Tunica County,
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ourt = Legal Publications (Noxt entry 62, p, 100)

containing the legal publications of various officers, courts, and boards,

includings
T

Boerd of supervisors, legal publications of, showing the proceed-
ings of the board, annual budgets, notices of specizl mectings,
of the intention of the board to issue county and county-district
bonds, to call in bonds, to issue negotisble notes, to borrow
noney in anticipation of taxes, to establish scparate road dis=
tricts, to survey and appreise land, to cxenpt new factories and
specified new incustries from county ad valoren taxes, to under-
take the eradication of tubecrculosis among cettle, notices that
tax rolls have been equalized by the board and are ready for pub-
lic inspection end examination, that special neetings have been

allecd for the purposec of hearing objections of taxpayers to the
equalization of tho tax rolls made by the State Tax Cormuission,
advertisements for competitive bids to furnish trucks, tractors,
or other road machinery, to furnish supplies in road work involv-
ing more than $250, to do county printing, cnd to furnish supplics
and equipnent for county officcs, depertments, and bureaus, adver-
tisoments for competitive bids on all public work costing rore
than $100, wnd orders of the board fixing the width of tires and
nmeximun leads of vehicles peassing over public rosds and bridges

in the county. For original orders of the board of supervisors
euthorizing its legnl publications, see cntry 2,

Chancery court, lc publications of, showing citations to non=
regident or unknown heirs, to nonresident or unknown defendants,
to nenresident or unknown eppellces, to nonresident or unknown vit-
nesses, neming o place and time & comnission will teke testinony,
and to persons to zppear beforc the Supremc Court at the hearing
of appeals, notices of taxpayers'! objections to the validation of
county and county-district bonds, of procecdings to confirn titles
to land sold for taxes, of the filing of petitions to crecate drain-
age districts, of foreclosurcs of mertrapos and deceds of trust on
land, to persons heving an intercst in an escheat, and adninistra-
tors', cxecutors'!, and guardians' noticcs to creditors to file
claims against estates, of times fixed for the examination and ad-
judication of claims, and. of adiinistrators!, exccutors!, and
gucrdians! sales,

Cherters of incorporation, publication of; for description, see en-
try 34,

Circuit Court, legal publications of, include surmons to nonresident
or unknown cefendants anc appelleccs, and to nonrgsident or unknown
viitnesses, nening the tine ancd pleace & comnaission will take testi=
nony, to parties distraining, and notices of attachment proceocdings.

Coroner as ranger, legal publications of, include descriptions of
estrays token up when the appraised value of the estray cxceeds $20.

County board of election comnissioncers, lcgel publicetions of, in-
cludec notices of special clections ordercd by the bonrd of supor=
visors for voting on proposed county end covnty~cdistrict bond is=
sucs, of special elcctions ordered tp fill vecencies occurring in
county or county=~district offices, and of spccicl clcctions ordered
by the county school board to vote on creating, altering, or abol-
ishing school districtse.
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Chancery Court - Legal Publications e e (629)

County school board, legal publications of, include orders creating,
altering, or abolishing school districts ond notices that arders
will become final unless petitions signed by 20 porcent of the
toxpayers of the district affected file a petition ageinst the
orders. For original orders of the county school bonrd cuthor=
izing its publications, see entry 178.

Pension board of inquiry, legal publications of, include lists of
persons granted Confederate pensions,

Registrar of clections, publications of, include notices of dates
of registration of voters in each voting precinct in the countya

Sheriff as tox collector, legal publicotions of, include advertise=
nents of lands to be sold for delinquent taxes listed in numericel
order &s contained in Land Rolls (entry 15), and showing nones of
delinquent property ovners, legal description of property, anount
of toxes due, Qate of sale, cnd certification of sheriff as tax
collector, advertiscucnts of the sale of personel property for de=
linquent toxcs, ond lists of poll tax delinquents. For record of
lond sold for texes, see entries 20, 21,

Notices of trustees! sales of land under foreclosure of deeds of
trust, showing date of execcution of deeds of trust, names of gran-
tor, trustee, and beneficiary, volume and page of record in Iand
Mortgage Records (entry 17), statoment thaet grantor has defeulted
in the performance of the conditions of the deed of trust, tine
and place set for sale, legal deseription of property to be sold,
date of notice, nome of trustce, and dates of other insertions of
notices in the papera.

Arrs chrone by date of publication. No index. Ptds 250 ppe 19 x 13 x 1,

62, THL TUNICA TIMES-DEMOCRAT, 1908-=, 38 vols. (dated). Title varios:
The Tunica Times, 1908=23, 15 vols,
Bound copies of ncwspaper publiehed at Tunica, county seat of Tunica County,
containing the legal publications of various officers, courts, and boards.
For list included, description of contents, arrangement, indexing, noture of
reccording, and cross references, see entry 6l.. Av,. 400 pp. 22 x 15 x 2,




(Next entry 63, p. 103)
IV. CIRCUIT COURT

The Constitution of 1832 dirccted the Legislature to divide the State
into convenient circuit court districts ond stipulated that circuit court
should be held in each county ot lcast twice each yoar.l Tunica County was
assigned to the eighth district by the crcating act of 1836 which provided
thet court be held on the first londay of Lpril ancd October for 6 doys.
Tho first session was held in April 1836, and the court has functioned in
the county since that time,d In 1844, the county was assigned to thc third
districts;® in 1871, to the clevonth;® in 1892, to the fourth;® and in 1930,
to the cloventh in which it has since remained.’ Terms of court are hecld on the
third Monday of Jamuary snd the second Monday in July for le cays.8

The presiding officer of the court is the judge of the circuit court
district.J9 County officcrs cttached to the court are the clerk,lO the shers=
iff, who is the exgoutive officcr of the court,ll and the ccunty prosecuting
attorney, who assists the district attornoy.lz

A court reporter or stenmographer in the district may be appointed by
the judge. 3  Indictments and prescntnents are returned to the court by the
grand jury,l4 and cases in issue arc tried before the potit jury.l5 The

Const, 1832, art. IV, scc. 1l3.

Lo Mo 1836, ppe 39, 41

L. M. 1836, p. 41l. Official Bond Register, 1837=--, entry 32,

Code 1848, p. 742,

Coce 1871, scc. 446,

Code 1892, sec. 613,

Code 1930, sec. 473; Le M. 1940, pe 400,

Ibid,

Conste 1832, arte IV, sccs 1l; Code 1848, p. 7845 Code 1857, che LXI,
sece 3, art. VII; Const, 1869, art. VI, sec. 1l; Code 1871, sec. 526;
Code 1880, scc. 1483; Const. 1890,scc. 153; Code 1892, sec. 63l; Code
1506, sec. 689; Code 1917, sec. 467; Code 1930, sec. 476,

Condts, 1832, art. IV, scc. 193 Gode 1848, p. 4323 Code 1857, che IXI,
pe 480; Const. 1869, art. VI, sec. 193 Coce 1871, sec, 547; Code 1880,
soc, 14843 Const. 1890, sco. 168; Coce 1892, scc, 633; Code 1906, sec.
690; Code 1917, sccs 469; Code 1930, scc. 498,

Code 1823, ppe. 252, 253; Code 1848, ch. 63; Code 1857, ch. LXI, p. 484;
Code 1871, scc. 8763 Code 1880, secc. 2278; Code 1892, sec. 4116; Coco
1906, scc. 4868; Code 1917, scc. 3085; Code 1930, sec. 3315; see "“Sher-
18,1 pu 1R2%

Le Me 1910, ps 96; Cole 1917, scos. 696-697; Code 1930, sccs. 4225-4226;
sce "County Prosccuting Lttorney," p. 121

L. M. 1890, pp. 254-256; Codo 1892, secc. 4235; Code 1906, sec, 4785;
Code 1917, sec. 3138; Code 1930, sece 709,

Sec "Grand Jury," pe. 118

Const. 1832, art. I, sec. 28; Code 1848, p. 8793 Code 1887, ‘ch, ILXVI, p,
4993 Const. 1869, art. I, sccse 7, 12, 13; Const. 1890, socs, 14, 3l.

1
2
3
4
5
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Circuit Court (Noxt ontry 65, Dy

district attorney reopresonts the State in all criminal proccedings in the
circuit court of Tunica County, end tho State and the county in all civil
cases in which it mey be intercstod.L6

The Constitution of 1832 mede the office of judge of thc circuit court
cloctive for a ternm of 4 ycurs.l7 Uncer provisions of the Constitution of
1869, the judge was appointed by the Governor with the advice and conscnt of
the Senote for a term of 6 years. 8 The appointive method of seclection was
continucd uncer the Constitution of 1890, but the term of office wos for 4
yeoars. By an amendment to the Constitution, proposcd by the Legislature
in 1912, approved by popular vote in 1913, and made a part of the Co nstitu-
tion in 1914, the office was nade Cl\Ct]\C by the quelificd voters of the dis-
trict for a term of 4 years.20

The constitutionel office of elerk of the circuit court was esteblished
in Tunice. County upon its creation in 1836. 2l The Constitution of 1632 pros
scribed that the clcrk be elccted by the qualificd electors of the county
for a tern of 2 ycars. 2 8ince 1869, the clerk may be cleoted for e 4-year
torn by the qualified electors of tnc county at thc goncral elections for
State, district, county, and county-district officers.4® As permitted by
law, the offices of the clerk of thc circuit court amnd clerk of the chancery -
court were filled by the same person in Tunica County until 1904, when a
olerk for each court was eloctod.?4

The office of court reporter or stcnographcr, filled by appointment by
the judge, hes functioned in the district and in the cirouit court of Tunica
County since 1890, an stenographer serving a 4-yoar torm unless renoved from
office by the judge.

Const, 1832, art. IV, scc. 25; Code 1848, ps 410; Cocde 1857, ch. VI, p.
113; Const. 1869, arte. 6, scos 25; Code 1871, sec. 214; Code 1880, sec.
2563 Const. 1890, sec. 174; Code 1892, sec. 1555; Codc 1906, scc. 1661;
Code 1917, sce. 1398; Code 1930, sec. 4363. Sec "District Attorney,"p. 18N
Const. 1832, art. IV, scc, 11,

Const, 1869, erte. IV, sec. 1ll; Code 1871, sec. 5263 Coce 1880, sec. 1483,
Const. 1890, sec. 153; Coce 1892, scc. 6831l; Code 1906, sec. 689,

L, M. 1912, ppe 449-450; L. il 1911, Pe 1943 Const. 1890, sec. 153; Code
1917, sec. 467; Code 1930, sco. 476. Givon authority by the Constitu=
tion to determine the manner and time of cleetion of judge of the cir-
cuit court, thc Legislaturc has prescribed that he be elceted for a term
of 4 years concurrently with the elcetion of the represcntatives in
Congress; that is, in 1914 end cvery 4 years thereafter (Const. 1890,

scee 1533 Code 1917, scce 6837; Code 1930, sec. 6281).

Consts 1832, arte IV, sec, 19; Le Me 1836, pPp. 46=49,

Const. 1832, art. IV, scc, 19.

Const. 1869, arte. VI, sec. 19; Code 1871, 'scoss 307, 3867; Code 1880,

secs 116, 3963 Const. 1890, sec. 168; Code 1892, secs. 3049, 3633; Coce
1906, sccs, 3:56, 4140; Code 1917, secs. 3794, 5774; Code 1930, secs.
2881, 6210,

Code 1871, sec. 322; Coce 1880, scc., 4£18; Code 1892, scce 3073; Reopistrar
of Commissions, 1899-190:%.

L. M. 1890, pp. 25%, 256; Code 1692, sccse 4235, 4237; Cocde 1906, secs.
4785, 4787; Code 1917, socs. 3138, 3140; Coce 1930, secs, 709, 7lls TUn-
til 1892, stenographers worc eppointed cvery 2 yeers (Lo 1Mo 1890, p. 254).
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¢ircult Court = Original Case Papers (63)

The guarantee of the Constitution of the United States of trial by an
impartial jury, LT provided for lMississippi insofar as Tunica County is
affected, by the Constitutions of 1817, 1832, 1869, and 1890. " The first
jury panel wag drawn for the April term of court in 1836, 8 and Jjuries have
been impaneled continuously since that time.

Until 1892, jurors were drawn from lists of eligible persons returned
to the court by the tax assessor, ® and since 1892 they have becn drawn
from lists of cligible pcrsons rcturned to the court by the boerd of super-
visors. Jurors scrve for the week for which they are drawn, unless cx=
cused by the court.

For the general structural and functional development of the circuit
court from 1890 to 1938, scc Lamar County Inventory, ppe. 116-121,

Unlcss othcrwise spceificd, the records of the circuit court erc kept
in the vault of the elerk of thc circuit court.

Original Case Papcrs

Criminal snd Civil

63, CIRCUIT COURT STATE AFD CIVIL CASES, 1866--, 72 filc boxcs, (la-
bcled by conteincd case nos.).

Originel plcadings and other papcrs filed with criminel and civil cases filed
and tricd and filed and pending in the circuit court, including dcclarations,
ensvers, indiectments, pleas, bills of complaint, information, particulars,
motions, demurrers, affidevits, interrogatorics, dcpositions, process scrved
or proof of publication, showing dockct number in General State Docket (en-
try 65), and in General Civil Dockct (entry 70), nemes of litigants, or do-
fendants, names of attorneys for plaintiffs and defeondants, title of cach
pleeding filed, date filed, datcs of scrvice or proof of publication, datcs
end terms of hearings, interlocutory and final rulings, ordcrs, and decrces
of the court and detes of rcndition, instructions to jury, verdict of jury
and dete rendered, smount of judgment awardod or cmount of fine or term of

Constitution of the United Stotcs, Amendments, art. VI,

Const. 1817, &rt, I,.secs+410, 28; Const. 1832,:art, I, secss"10,"28;
Conste 1869, art. I, secse*7,12, 13; Const. 1890, secs. 14, 3l,

Le Mo 1836, pe 41,

Code 1823, p. 133; Code 1848, p. 886; Code 1857, ‘p.'499; Code 1871,
5€05e«736=738; Code 1880, secs. 1681, 1690,

Const, 1890, sec, :264; Code 1892, secs., 2358, 2364; L.'lM. 1896, pp.
94-95; Code 1906, sccs. 2388, 2693; Code 1917, seos. 2180, 2185; Code
1930, secs. 2033,:2039; L. M 1938, ipps 1657-658,

Code 1823, pp. 133-134; Code 1848, pp. 888-889; Code 1857, ch. ILXI, pp.
459~500; Code 1871, scc.-738; Code 1880, ‘scc. 1662; Code 1892, ‘sec. 2365;
Code 1906, sece 2694; Codec 1917, scc. 2186; Code 1930, scce 2039; L. M.
1938, ppe 857-658,
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¢ircuit Court - Dockets, Calendars, and Registers . (64-67)

imprisonment imposed, dates ordered or rendered, notice of appeal, appeal bond
with names of sureties on bond, and list of costs and feess Arr, numer. by
docket no. and chron.ﬂthoreunder by date of filirig. No index. Hdw. and typed
on ptds form. 11 x 43 x 12, 33 file boxes, 1866=1P02, jail; 12 file boxes,
1903-21, cire clerk's retiring va.; 26 file boxcs, 1922~39, cir. clerk's active
ves3 1 file box, 1940==, clerk!s off’s

Reccipts for Case Papers

64. ATTORNEYS RECEIPT BOOK, 1873=85. 1 vol, Since 1885, an inscrtable
card system has been in usce
Rccord of plcadings and othcr papers taken from files, showing dockct number,
names of litigants or of defondants, number and 1list of papcrs withdrawn, namc
of attorncy withdrawing papcrs, datcs withdrawn and returncd. Arr. chron, by
datc withdrawn. No index. Idwes on ptde form, 450 pp. 18 x 24 x 2,

Dockets, Calendars, and Recgisters

Criminal

65, GENERAL STATE DOCKET, 1866-=, 11 vols. (l-11),
Recoord and abstract of all plcadings and other papcrs filed and of all import-
ant acts 'done in the conduct of all criminal cases from their commencement to
their terminetion, showing dockct numbcr, nomcs of State, defendants and at-
torneys, offense charged, deto of filing of cach indictment, petition, and pleg
rceord from inferior courts on eppeal or certiorari, pctition, plea, demurrcr,
or motion, datc of issuance and rcturn of process or dates of publication,
detcs and tcrms of heerings, interlocutory end final rulings, decrces and or=
ders of the court, with dates of rendition, notations of verdicts and emount of
finc or term of imprisonment imposed, volume and page of rccord in Minutes Cir=
cult Court (entry 84), lists of costs and fees, and notice of appeal to Supremc
Courte Also contains: Motion Docket, 1909-=-, cntry 68; Subpoona Docket, 192 7-=
entry 76+ Arre. numer. by case no. DNo indexe. Hdw. on ptde. forme 400 pps 18 x
24 x 24 2 volse, 1866=79, jail; 1 vol., 1872-89, outside vae; 4 vols., 1875~
1908, cire clerk!s retiring voe; 4 volss, 1909-=, oire clerk!s vsa,

66, BAR STATE DOCKET, 1889-1806s 1 vols 1907-- in Circuit Court Issue
Docket, Civil and Criminal, entry 67.

Calendar of cases begun by indictmont, prescentment, information, or other pro-
ccedings of a criminal neture, and triable at eesch approaching term of court,
precpared by the clerk for the convenience of attorncys, showing docket number
in General State Docket (entry 65), names of State and defendent, offcnsc
charged, names of prosecutor for the State and of attorneys for dcfendents, na-
ture and dete of information filcd, tcrm of court and year of term, and volume
and page of record in Minutes Circuit Court (entry 84). Arr chron, by date of
term of court. Indexcd alph. by first letter of surname of defondant. Hdw. on
ptde form. 250 pp. 18 x 24 x 2,

Civil and Criminal
S AR T

67. CIRCUIT COURT ISSUE DOCKET, CIVIL AND CRIMINAL, 1866-~, ©§ volse
Celendar -of civil end criminal cascs triable at cach acpproaching term of court,
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Circuit Court = Dcckets, Calcndars, and Registers (68—70)

prepared by the clerk for the cenvenience of the judge,showing cocket number
in General Gtate Docket (entry 65) and in General Civil Docket (entry 70),

e of pleintiff, defendant, cnd attorneys, couse of notion, date cnd tern
of court, and 701“&0 and page of record in Minutes Circuit Court (entry 84).
hlso contains: Bar State Doclet, 1907--, cntry 66; hppecerence Docket, 1909--
catry 72; Ber Issuc Docket, 1507--, ontry 71, Arr. chron. by date of tern
of court &and numer. thercunder by docket no. No index. Hdw. on pbde form.
450 pp. 10 x 22 x 2. 3 vols,, 1066-1504, jail; 2 vols., 1905--, cir. clerk's
Voo

2

66. MOTION DOCKET, 1872-1908., 2 vols, 1909-- in General State Docket,
cntry 65, and Genecral Civil Doeket, ecwtry 70,
Record end abstract of «ll motions wnd special pleas filed in cases filed end
trlcd "ﬂcluc‘inE motions, demurrers, cxceptions to evidence or reports, show=
docket number .in Gcnzrul Statc D»ck<t (entry 65), and in General Civil
Docleet (cntry 70), nzies of litigants in civil cascs end of State and defend=
ent in criminal cescs, names of district attorncy, county prosccuting attor=
ncy, and of attorncys in criminal cascs, names of ottorneys for plaintiffs
and cefendants in eivil eascs, orders last tcrm of court, orders present tern
of court, and disposition of wotion. Arr. chron. by amte of tcrm of court
and chrm] th\rcuuccr by dete cach mobion 11((. Indexecd alph, by first let=-
ter of surnemc of plaintiff end defendant, Hdw. on ptd. fori. 500 Pp. 24
x 20 x 24 1 vol., 1872-77, jail; 187(-1908, cir. clerk's rctiring ve.

69, BXECUTION DOCKBL, 1366--. 2 vols.
ord of cxecutions, showing doclict number in General State Docket (entry
in General Civil Doclet (entry 70), names of litigants, attorncys,
scs, mame of court of rondition of judgment, datc of rendition, o=
,mcnt, feecs, ond costs, datec of enrollmecnt of judgment in Jucv-
“oll (cntrv 74), date of issuance of writ of cxccution, cates rcturnable,
ficction and signaturc of clerk, itemization of fecs and costs, datos
rececived enc returned by shoriff, and sheriff's stotement of enount of
wney nade in execution. frr. chron., by date of finel process. Indexed elph.
flvst letter of surneme of plaintiff and defonrdent. Hdwe on ptd. form.
pe 16 x 24 x 2, 1 vol., 1866-77, jeil; 1 vols, 1878-=, cir. clerk's va.

Civil (See also entry 19)

70+ GENERAL CIVIL DCCKET, 1872--, 5 vols.
enc chstraot of oll pleadings and other pepers filed, and of all im=
aeteydonovinthe CJLLuCt of cach civil case from its commencement to
ternination, showing docket number, namcs of litipgonts and cttorneys,
couse of action, and amount involved, cdate of filing each ceclarction, an=
sver, writ, L?tl@ﬂ, cemurrer, enc record of inferior courts on appeal or cer-
Yorari, petition,: pleas, demurrers, ong pleadings ir cach casc appealed,
tetes of issuance and return of nrocess and dates of scrvice or publication,
Cates and teris of hearings, rulings, .ud orders of the court with dates of
rendition, notations of verdict, ount of judgment cwarded, dotes of issuance
of execution ond return, dte: ‘L(t]OD of cogts end feos, end volume and page
"frccnrd in Minutcs Clrcu;t Court (cntry C4). 'Also conteins: IMotion Docket,
entry: 684 Arnel r. by case nosund chron. thercunder by date of
Ho indcx. Hdw. on ptd. forie 400 ppe 24 x 18 x 2, 2 vols,., 1872=
clerk's retiring voe; 3 volss, 101g==, oir. clerk's wa.




Circuit Court = Finel Records (71-75)

71, BAR ISCUE DOCKET, 1857-1906. 3 vols. 1907-- in Circuit Court Is=
sue Docket, Civil and Criminal, entry 67 .

Calendar of civil cases triable at each approaching ternm of court, prepared by
the clerk for the convenience of attorneys, showing doclet number in Generel
¢ivil Docket (entry 70), nsmes of plaintiff, dcfendant, and attorneys, date
end term of court, disposition of casec, and volume and page of record in Hin-
utes Circuit Court (entry 84). Arr. numcr. by oase no., No index. Hdw, on
ptdeiforme @ 40 mpes il 8ux 84 ix 2 i T nq

72. APPEARANCE DOCKET, 1857-1908, 2 vols. 1509-- in Circuit Court

ssue Docket, Civil ard Crininal, cntry 67.
Calendar of civil cascs not triable at the first term of court after their
comnencencnt, showing cocket number in Gencral Civil Docket (entry 70), nomes
of plaintiff and defendent, attorneys, dates of issuance and rcturn of Process,
and disposition of each casc. Arr, chron. by date of filing. ©No incdex. HaW.
on ptd. forme 500 ppe 1€ x 24 x 2. 1 vol., 1857-89, jail; 1 vol., 1890-1908,
cirsiclerkigiretiring vay

73, JUVENILE RECORD/Docket/, 1922--, 1 vol.
Record of juvenile delinquency Ccescs filed and tried in the circuit court,
showing namc of prosccutor, raic of juvenile defcndent, address, namo of par=
ent or guardian, address, pleadings, exhibits, date of plea, date of waiver
of process end parents! conscnt, disposition of case, and datc of order of

the court. Arr. chron. by cate of trial and numer, thercunder by case no.
Indozed alph. by name of defondant. Haw. on ptd. form. 500 pp, 18 x 24 x 2,

Final Rccords
(Sce also entry 52)
74, JUDGEENT ROLL, 1886--. 4 vols. Titlec varics: Judgnent Record,
L87Fa02 0 Mivoly

Record of finel judgnments rendercd ot cach tern of circuit court, and record
of final cecrecs and judgments rcndercd in otheor courts, for which abstracts
heve been filed vith the clerk for cnrollment, showing name of defendant, a=
nount of judgment or decrce, date of rendition, county and court in which
cndered, date of enrollment, name of plaintiff, when and how satisfiecd, and
rencrkse Arre chron. by datc of cirollment. Indexed alph. by first letter
of surneme of defendant. Hiw. on ptd. forme. 500 pp. 18 x 24 x %u 3 volsa,
1866-76, 1€83==4 cir. clerk's va.; 1:vol., 1877-82, Jaiilsy

For rccord of original final judgments rendcred, sce entries 84, 96-100.

75. FINAL RECORD OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, 1866==. 2 vols,
Recorded copics of the pleadings, propfs, cxhibits, and proccedings or such
part of the plecadings, proofs, cxhibits, and proceecings ordercd by the court
to be recorded, showing docket number, nanmes of litigants, names of attorncys,
and witnesses, ccusc of action, title of pleadings filed, dato filed, dates of
service or proof of publication of all process, dates and terms of hearings,
cxhibits and testimony accepted as evidence, lcgal description of property
involved, and of licns, rights, intcrests, and cascmonts sought to be enforeed,
hmcrlocutory and fingl rulings, orders, and decrecs of the court, dates ron-
derod, eamount of Jucgnent orderec, final disposition of each causc, stotoment
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Ciroult Court = Witnesses; Jurors: = . (76-80)

of costs and fees, and volume and page of record in Minutes Circuit Court
(entry 84)s Arr. chron. by date of term of court. Indexed alph, by first
letter of surname of plaintiff and defendant. Hdw, on ptd, form. 500 pps
18 x 24 x 2, 1 vol., 1866-80, jail; 1 vol., 188l--, cir. clerk's va.

Witnesses

76. SUBPOENA DOCKET, 1866-1926, 7 vols. 1927-= in General State Docket
entry 66 .

Record of subpenas issucd for witnesses appearing in criminal end civil cases,
ghowing docket number in Genoral State Docket (entry 65) and in General Civil
Docket (entry 70), nemcs of plaintiffs and dcfondants, namcs of witnesses sub-
penaed, for which party subpenscd, term of court, number of days of attendanco,
dato of issuonco of subpena, neme of officer to whom directed, datcs returnable
end roturned.  Arr. chron. by date subpena issued, No index, Hdw, on ptd.
form. 400 ppe 18 x 24 x 2. 4 vols., 1866-94, jeil; 3 vols., 1895-1926, cirs
clerk's vae

77« STATE WITNESS CERTIFICATES, 1909--« 3 vols., (1=3).
Stub rccord of pay ccrtificates issucd to witnesses appearing in criminel
cases filed and tricd, showing case number in General State Docket (cntry 65),
ccrtificate number, date of issuance, naemc of witness, for which party ap-
pcaring, number of days in attendance, mileage, total amount of fcc allowed,
signaturo of clerk, and signoture of witness acknowlcdging receipt of certif=
icatc.s. Arr. numers by certificate noe and chron. thercunder by date issued.
No index. Hdw, on ptd, forms. 400'pps 18 x 24 x 2, 2 vols., 1909-31, cir.
clerk's rebiringsve.s d: vols, 1932-==, ciriiclork's:va,

78+ CIVIL WITNESS CERTIFICATES, 1924--, 1 vol,

Duplicate copies of pay certificates issued to witnesscs appearing in civil
cascs filed and tried, showing ccorbificete number, case number in Gencral Civil
ocket (ontry 70), nemc of witness, for which party appcaring, number of days
in attondance, milcage allowed, total amount of fees sllowed, signature of wit-
ness recciving certificatc, dato of issuancec, and signaturc of clerk. Arre.
mumer, by cortificatc no. and chron, thereunder by dete issued. No index.

Hdw, on ptde form. 300 pps 18 x 24 x 2,

Jurors

79+ JUROR!'S CERTIFICATES, 1907-=, 7 vols. (1=7).
Stub rccord of certificatcs issued for jury scrvice, showing ccrtificate num-
ber, name of juror to whom issucd, number of days of scrvice, nilcage allowed,
total cmount allowed, and signature of clerke Arr. numer, by cortificate ‘nos
Yo indox, Hdw,. on ptd. form. 300‘ppe 18 x 24 x 2,

80s JURY FEE BOOK, 1889~-, 1 vol.
Record of the allowances of jurors! fees, showing certificate number, name
of payec, whether serving on grand or petit jury, number of days of attend=
tnee, nileage allowed, totel fces allowed, dote certificate issueds Arr.
Tunmer, by certificate nos Indexcd alph, by first letter of surname of juror,
500 pps 24 x 8 x 2.,
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circuit Court = Fees and Costs; Proceedingsg
Naturalization

Fees and Costs

8l. FEE BOOK#CIVIL AND CRIMINAL, 1904=-. 6 vols. (1-8).
Carbon copies of fces and cost bills issued by the clerk in criminal ond
civil cascs filed, and filed and tried in the circuit court, showing docket
number in General State Docket (entry 65) and in Gemeral Civil Docket (entry
70), names of plaintiff end defendant, itemized lists of costs and fees due
clerk, sheriff, jurors, and witnesses, total fees and costs, date of issuance,
and signature of clerks Arr, numer. by cost bill no, and chron. thereunder
by dete of issuance. No index. Hdwe. on ptd. forms 500 ppe 18 x 24 x 2.
2 v0lSey. 1904~16, cire. clerk's rotiving vas.; 4 vols., 1917--, cir. clerk's vi.

82, FEE BOOK OF THE CIRCUIT CLERK, 1920-21, 1 vole. This record kept
for period clerk was on salary schedule,

Record of all fees and costs assesscd and collected by the clerk of the cir=
cuit court in all civil and criminal cases filed and tried in the circuit
court and for issuing licenscs and recording instruments, showing case ndmber,
nemes of litigants, and of defendents in criminal cases, cause of action, of=
fense charged, itemized statenont of kinds anc amounts dues Arr. chrone by
date collected, No index. Hdw, on ptde. form. 500 ppe 18 x 24 x 2,

83, CAPIAS PRO FINEM, 1908--, 1 vol,
Record of writs of capias pro finem issucd by the circuit clerk to the sher=
iff for service and exccution on defendants delinquent in paying fines imposed
in criminal cases filed and tried in the circuit court, showing nemc of de=
fondant, date fine imposed, amount of fine, itemization of costs, fees and
dam.ges, CGate issuod, to whom delivered, dates returnable snd returned, and
final disposition. Arr, chron, by date issueds Indexed alph. by first let-
ter of surname of defendant., Hdw. on ptde forms 500 ppe 18 x 24 x 2,

Procecdings

84, MINUTES CIRCUIT COURT, 1857==« 10 vols.
Record of the proceedings of circuit court in term time and cduring vacation,
showing nome of county, month, term, year, and day of session, name of pre-
siding judge, names of State and defendant in oriminal cases heard, names of
plaintiff ond defendant in civil cases heard, interlocutory and final rulings,
orders and decrces of the: court, surmoning of jurors, ascceptance snd swearing
of jurors, charging of the grand jury, approvel of appeal, cppearance, bail
and ¢ost bonds, allowing of jurors', witnesses!, sheriff's and clerk's fees,
filing of reports of grand jury, rendering of verdicts by jury, imposing of
fines and sentences of imprisommcnt in criminal cases, and adjourning orderss
Dech day %6 minutes are signed by the presiding judge. Arr,. chron. by date of
tern of court. No index. Hdw, ond typeds 500 ppe 18 x 24 x 2. 4 vols.,
1857-1900, jail; 2 vols., 1901-1906, cir, clerk's retiring va.; 4 vols,
1907==, cir. clerk's va.

Neturalization

85, RECORD OF PROOF OF

NATURLLIZATION, 1926-vs 1 vol,.
Recorded copies of petitions and

oaths of allegiance made by aliens in qualifying

vy
\ll‘\l
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Circuit Court = Naturalization (Next entry.86, p.

for citizenship, showing namo and address of pebitioner, occupation, date

and place of birth, dete and place of arrival in the United States, date,
ploce and courtin which this declaration of intontion filed, transeript of

oath of allegience, affidavits of witnesses, order of court, signatures and
oaths of petitioner and witnesses, signeture and title of officcr &dninister=
ing oaths, signature of judge, date filed for recording and recorded, signa-
ture and certification of clerk.  Arr, chron, by date of petition, Indexecd
elphe by first letter of surnome of petitioner.  Hdw. on ptde forms 500 ppe
18 x 24 x 2%,




(Next entry 86, p. 111)

V. COUNTY COURT

The county court of Tunica County was created in January 1927, as pre=
scribed by legislative enactment February 25, 1926.~ After a petition of 10
percent of the qualified electors had been presented to the board of supere
visors, a special election was called August 3, 1923, to vote on the issue
of creating a county court.® As a majority of the votes cast were in favor
of the issue, a gounty court was organized, and the first scssion was held
January 8, 1927. It has functioned since that time.3

For the jurisdiction of the county court, sce "Governmental Organiza-
tion and Records System," ppe 45=46.

The presiding officer of thc court is the judgc.4 Other county officers
attached to the court are the clerk, who is thc clerk of the circuit court;5
the sheriff, who is the oxecutive offiecr of the court;® and the county pros-
couting attorney, who assists the district attorncy.7 A court rcportecr or
stonographer is appointcd by the judgc.8

The first county judge was clcetcd November 2, 1926, and sworn into of-
ficc December 31, 1926.9 The Jjudge is cleocted for a 4-ycar term by the qual-
ificd elcctors of the county at the gencral elcetions for Statc, district,
county, and county=district officcra.

Upon the crcation of the county court in Tunica gTunty, the clerk of the
circuit court assumed the dutics of the county court.

The first jury panclfor county court was drawn January 8, 1927,12 and
Juries have been impeaneled since that time., For each weck of county court

Minutes County Court, I, 1; L. M. 1926, pp, 218~224, In 18656, the Legis=
lature pessed & law rcequiring that & county court be hcld in cvery ccun-
ty in the State once a month for a 6-dey session. The judge of the pro-
bate court was presiding judge of the court, with two associates selcoted
from their own number by the justicecs of the peace of the county (L. M.
1865, ppe 66, 69, 71)., Thc Constitution of 1869 transferred thc county
court's jurisdiction to the chencery, circuit, and justice of the peacc
courts (Conste 1869, art. VI, scos. 14, 16, 23). In 1870, the Legislo-
turc sbolished the county court (L. M. 1870, pe 83)., No records for this
court were fcund in Tunice County, and thereforc, there is no way to sub-
stanticte the statement that a county court functioncd in the county from
1866 to 1869,

Minutes Board of Supcrvisors, XII, 265,

Minutes County Court, I, 1. Official Bond Register, 1837==, entry 32,

Ls M. 1926, pe @R21l; Code 1930, secc. 697,

Le M, 1926, pe 222; Code 1930, scc. 699,

Ibid,

L. M, 1926, pe 222; Code 1930, sec. 70l.

L. M. 1926, p. 223; Code 1930, scc, 700,

Rogistor of Commissions, 1924, p, 316,

L. M, 1926, pe 221; Codo 1930, sec, 697,

L. M, 1926, P 2820

Minutes County Court, I, l.

e »
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¢ounty Court (86=89)

not less than 20 nor more than 40 names are drawn from the Jury box in the
semc manner as prescribed for circuit court, provided there is a demand for
a. jury. The jurors selected serve until dismissed by the courtst® All rec-
ords of the county court are kept by the circuit clerk in his veuls.

86+ CIVIL AND CRIMINAL RECORDS, COUNTY, 1927--., 19 filc boxes.
Original papers and plegdings filed with civil and criminal cases filsd and
tried in the county court, including bills of complaint, petitions, deciara=-
tions, bills of particulers, warrants, plees, answers, affidavits, motions,
demurrers, oxceptions, writs, rules, orders, and decrecs, showing docket
mmber in General Criminol Docket (cntry 87) or in General Civil Docket {en~
try 89), nsmes of litigants ond attorneys in civil cases, of defendant, pros-
ccuting and defensc attorneys in criminal cases, other parties in interest,
witncsses and jurors, cause of action or offense charged, title of ecch plcad-
ing filed, date filed, date of scrvice or proof of publication, datos arrosted,
end arraigned in criminel cases, dates and terms of hearings, interlocutory
and final rules, orders and deerces of the judge, dates rcndercd, stoatoment of
the costs and feces, signatures of litigants snd attorncys on papcrs and plead~
ings, signature of the county judge on rules, orders, and decrees, end volume
and page of record in Minute Book of tho County Court (entry S1). Arr, numer.
by case no. No indexs Hdwe on ptde form., 11 x 4% x 12,

87. GENERAL CRIMINAL DOCKET, 1927-=-, 2 vols.
Record and abstract of all plecdings and other papers filed ond of 2ll impor-
tant acts done in the conduct of criminal cases, showing docket number, names
of defendants, prosecuting and defensc attorneys, offense charged, dates ar-
rested and arraigned, date and term of hearing, verdict in the case, amount of
fine or term of imprisonment imposed, orders of the court from the next pre-
ceding term of court, orders of the court from the present term, volume and
page of record in Minute Book of the County Court (entry 91), end remarks.
Arre numer. by casc no. and chrone thercunder by date entcreds Indexed alphs
by first letter of surname of defendent, Hdw,. on ptd. form, 500 pps 18 x
24 x 3.

88, COURT STATE DOCKET, 1927=-. 2 volse
Calendar of criminal cases filed in the county court and triable ot each ap=
proc.ching term of court, prepared by the clerk for the convenicnce of the
judge, showing docket number in Gemeral Criminal Docket (entry 87), names of
defendants, prosecuting and dofense attorneys, date filed, date process is=
sued, kind of process, date set for trial, orders of the court from the next
breceding term, and orders of the court from the current term. Arr. numer.
by case noe No index., Hdw. on ptd. forms 50 pp. 18 x 24 x 3,

89« GENERAL CIVIL DOCKET, 1927--. 2 vols,
Record and abstract of all papers ond pleadings filed and all important acts
done in civil cases filed and tricd in the county court, including bills of
compleint, declarations, petitions, bills of particulars, pleas and answers,

B L. M. 1926, p. 223; Codc 1930, scce 703,
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affidavits, motions, demurrers, exceptions, writs, rules, orders, and decrecs,
showing dockct number, names of litigants, attorneys, other partics in inter=-
cst, and witnessos, cmusc of action, title of cach paper end pleading filed,
date filed, date of service or proof of publicction, dates and tcrms of hear-
ings, orders and decrees of the judge, dates rendered, verdict in the case,
date and amount of judgment rendcrcd, statoment of costs an foes, and volume
end page of rccord in Minute Book of the County Court (entry 91). Arr. numer.
by case nce. and chron. thereunder by deto entered., No index. Hdw, on ptd,
forme 800 pp. 18 x 24 = 3,

90. ISSUE DOCKET OF COUNTY COURT, 1927--. 2 vols.
(elender of civil cases triable at the approaching term of court, prepared
by the clerk for the convenience of the judge, showing term of court, dote
filed, docket number in General Civil Docket (entry 89), name of litigants,
names of attorncys, cause of action, orders of the court from the next pre=
ceding term, orders of the court from the current term, and volume and page
of record in Minute Book of the County Court (entry 91), Arr. chron. by
dote of court term and numer, thercunder by cese nos. No index. Hdw, on
ptd formy o 00 pn ek Bsacedd st 21

91, MINUTE BOOK OF THE COUNTY COURT, 1927--. 2 volss
Record of the proccedings of the county court in term time end during vaca-
tion in all matters perteining to cminent domain, thc partition of personal
property, unlawful entry end doteiner, civil suits involving omounts not ex-
coeding $1,000, misdemeanors, and fclonics which have becn transferred from
the circuit court, including all papcrs and pleadings filed and all impor-
tant acts done, showing docket number in Genecral Criminal Docket (entry 87)
or in General Civil Docket (entry 89), nomes of litigants and their respec=
tive attorneys, names of defendants and prosccuting and defense attorneys,
other parties in interest, and witnesses and jurors, cause of action or of=-
fense charged, title of cach peper and pleading filecd, date filed, dote and
proof of service or publication, datos arrested, indicted, and arraigned in
criminal cases, dates and terms of hearing, cxhibits and testimony accepted
28 evidence, argument of counsel, legal description and location of real prop-
erty involved in litigation and of liens, rights, interests, and easements
therein, interlocutory and final rules, orders cnd decrces of the judge, dntes
rendered, verdict in the case, date and amount of judgment rendered, dete ond
amount of fine imposed or term of imprisonment scntenccd, statement of costs
end foees, final disposition of the caso, and signature and epproval of the
Judgee Arr, chrone by date of court term and chron. thoreunder by datc of
hearings No index. Typed under ptd. hdg. 500 pp, 18 x 24 x 3,




(92-93)

VI, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COQURT

The clerk of the' circuit court, in addition to’his clerical and cleri-
cal-judicial functions in ecoimoction with tho court, has been assigned a num=~
ber of licensing and recording powers and duties.li

The office of the clerk of the circuit court was established in Tunice
County at the time_the county was created in 1836, as prescribed by the Con=
stitution of 1832,
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