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‘The Ciinch Ranger Distiict,located in the Appalachian
Plateau region of southwest Vi

districts of the Jefferson N

mountainous area with dlevations of 4200 feet ntr

ferlying mineral deposits.

The50,000 acresof pblc antore managed under the

resources,

y
The mountainous terrain of southwest Virginia forced
early inhabitants, both Indians and white men, to live
the riches of the forests, streams, and st
Cinch Valley lay between lands of the Cher

rokee and
lations. Settlements were_small and up-

lands were used for hunting. Between 1775 and 1800
white men pushed into the area and thei settements
grew as the migration west on the Wideress Road
proceeded.

During the 1800’s much land in the area was bought
by industries for timber and mineral resources. In 1891,
Norfok and Westem Rairoad completed a fine from
Buefield to Norton, bringing access to a wealth of
resources previously locked in the hils

inexhaustible supply of arge, flawless tres led lu
companies to haul out

test to rot or bum. Whole mou
abandoned to the ravages of ran, wind, and fire. Disas
trous flooding and erosion were widespread.

The seemingly
imber

est timber and leave the
intains were denuded,

During Theodore Roosevelts presidency, national at
tention was focused on the need for conservation of

the f
lems of the Appalachians. In 1911
rized Forest Servics
s. This acquisition began on the Clinchin 1936, and
the Jefferson National Forest was dedicated in a cere-
mony on High Knob.

Congress autho
purchase of lands for national for-

The primary purpose for buying land on the Clinch was
to protect the headwaters o
Reforestation of these

and prevent erosion and sitation. Civiian Conservation
Corpsmen provider
road construction, tree planting, fire control, and resto-
ation of eroded areas.

wer for early projects like

Today these National Forest lands are managed for
many uses, including timber, water, minerals, wildife,
‘and recreation opportunites.

Recreation Opportunities

mping
Primitive camping is permitted throughout the forestect
area of the District except on roads, in developed ste:
and in areas with posted restricions, Laurel Fork and
Hop

s Branch on Pound Lake are two primitive

e e
encouraged to practice no-trace camping techniques,
leaving the woods in a natural condition with no evi
dence of the presence of people

Doveloged campgrounds can bo found at Hgh Krot
Cave Springs, Bar

facilties are tent

tollets. No electrical hook uy

trallrs. (See recreation graph for specifics.) High Knob

and Cave Springs have smalllakes for swimming. Bark

Camp has a lake for boating and fishing. C:

on Pound Lake and within walking distance of Philips

Creek Swimming Area. Fees are charged for the use of

these areas.

amp, and Cane Patch. Typical
pads, cooking grils, picnic tables, and
water are provided for

N NatiOnal Forest Clinch Ranger District VIRGINIA

Waters flowing from National Forest lands are the pur-
estin the area. the streams contain trout, and
al provide water to neighboring communities. Norton,

ig Stone Gap all have municipal reservoirs
fed by National Forest watersheds.

Minerals

Coal, o, and gas exploration and recovery are becom
ing incrgasingy. important to our ey, depondert
n. Gas wells have been driled on National Forest
ds, with soveral showing potentil for procucton.
covere from docp mines, The owners
of these minerals have a legal right to their recovery
Wil the Fovast Sovice hay roseonaiity or pomm

tion of the surface resources.

icnicki
Picnicking is permitted lhv(m hout the District. Pienic
facilties, including tables, grils, water, and toilets, are
e Rkt e il e v sl
Hanging Rock, Bee Bottom, and Philips Creek. Picnic
areas are open from dawn to dusk. Flatwoods Picnic

Avea s @ group ste wher reservations and a foe aro
required

Boating
There are thvee boating lakes on the Distict. Bark
Camp and Lake Keokee were bult by the Viginia
Commission of Game and Inland Fisheries; North Fork
of Pound Lake was bu by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engingers. Al three are warm water lakes with bass,
bluegil, and associated species. Electric motors only
are permitted at Bark Camp and Loke Keokee. North
Fork of Pound Lake has a no-wake regulation.

ildlife

significant wildife habitat in the area. Ti
ing and wildife improvements enhance habitat and
provide diversity necessary for a variety of species. The

ommission s responsil for fish stocking assists
habitat management, and enforces game and fist
s Wikite sopdatons neve creesed scbstantiahy
under this cooperative management.

the Distri and ba
when purchased in the ‘30s and ‘40s, today these
lands support beautiful, high qualty timber. Wise man
agement of this timber resource assures a continuous
supply of wood products, while protecting the soil and
water resources and enhancing wildife habitats. Ap
proximately 7 millon board feet of timber are harvested
each year on the District.

Hunting and Fishing
There are hunting seasons throughout most of the
Disrct for deer key, rouse, ol and oher mall
mammals, Trout fishing is available in numerous
streams and warm water fishing in larger streams as
wel as Bark Camp Lake, Lake Keokee and Pound Lake.
Hunting and fishing are regulated by Virginia game
laws. All state reguiations, fees, and seasons apply to
National Forest lands. Recuired licenses and National
Forest stamps can be purchased at county clerk’s
offices and many sporting goods stores. Detailed nfor
mation on regulations and licenses can be obtained
from the Virginia Commission of Game and Inland
Fisheries, PO.Box 11104, Richmond, Virginia 23232.

Hiking and i
There are over 80 miles of trai on the District for hking
and 1iding, Each of the camperounds and lakes has
tals for the enjoyment of campers and fishermen.
Many hikers seek out the tral from Hanging Rock to the
Falls of Little Stony, which run through a gorge fined
with thododendron and hemiocks. Roaring Branch Trail
350 runs alongside a beautiful cascading stream. Rid
ing s popular on the extended Pine Mountain trail

North Fork of Pound Lake

The North Fork of Pound Lake was completed in 1966
by the U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers as part of the
flood control program for the Ohio River Basin. The
purpose of the project was to provide flood control and

enhance fisha

fat, and provide wate for the town of Pound The
Corps of Engineers operated the lak: cation areas
and acjocent pablic and until 1983, at which time
these areas were transferred to the USDA — Forest
Service

The Corps of Engineers s still responsible for 90 acres
at the dam, tailwater area, and overlook. The Corps
controls the water level in the lake and s responsible for
all flood control operations.

The Forest Service is responsible for management of
the recreation areas and the 5,087 acres of public land
adjacent to the lake. Recreation areas on the lake in
clude one developed campground at Cane Patch and
two primitive camping areas, Laurel Fork and Hopkins
Branch, accessible only by boat or foot trai. There are
pcnic facies at Boo Bottom and boat access at Wise
and Pound Launches. Boat rentals are available at the
Pound Marina. Philips Creel wmmy swimminy

on the lake, is operated by Wise County under a lease
arangement

High Knob
The first documented use of High Knob is Pat

gan's construction of the Hagan Hotel in 1865. Ti
14-100m structure was a typ ort at which Hagan
entertained his friends. Since then the 4,223 foot peak
has been used frequenty for spottng widlies,

Cvian Conservation Corps
operated briefly on the mountain.
Knob tower was bult by Job Cor
aerial detection has curtailed it
o an exhibit tracing the
" xcellent views of the
and hills beyond. (Contact the District Ranger
for the tower schedules

Campfires

No permits are required for campfires; however, you
are responsible for your fire and any damage it might
cause. From March 1 o May 15 during the spring fire

pm and midnight.

Forests are vital to our Nation. Practice deliberate fire
prevention — alway:

Extinguish your match; break it in two before
discarding.

Crush out your smoke; use the ashtray in your
vehicle.

Stop tosmoke. Find a safe place. Stamp ot your
smoke on mineral soil or rock — never in dry
grasses, leaves or needies.

Never eave 3 campfre unattended — put it out
leave

before you
Be especially careful with fire when the wind is
Never try to “smoke out” game. Lok for game
elsewhere, give that squirrel (and the forest) an-
other chance.

Drown your campfire; tum the sticks and drown

them a second time. Make sure the fire is out
uT!

HIKING
Be sure to carry out what you carry in. Buried trash will
ony be scattered by anmals i th foret. Bury your
asto in a shalow hole 46 *desp, 100 feet

from the noarost water, where soi organisms wil de-
Compose your contion o the eart

1. Leave nothing but tracks.

2. Extinguish all campires.

Use an ax or cutting tool only on dead-and-down

Never go alone
Have a good map and compass.

Check weather forecast

Check with the Virginia Commission of Game &
Inland Fisheres for ficenses, open seasons, and
reguiations regarding hunting and fishing.

Carry drinking water, or treat water from streams,
ivers, or lakes by boiling for at least 5 minutes.

9. Canry afirst-aid kit
10. Read regulations posted at parking areas.
CCAMPING REGULATIONS

The purpose of the rules in effect in National Forest
recreation areas is to insure your protection and max
mum pleasure.

y observing these regulations, you and your camp-
ing neighbors will be able to enjoy the peace and
serenity of the forest environment.

GENERAL CAMPGROUND RULES

In developed recreation areas, put vehicles, tents,
and trailers only in places provided.

Occupy your campsite the first night you arrive
then don't leave it unoccupied for more than 24
hours at a time.

Campingis not permitted in day-use areas suc
picnicking sites, swimming areas. etc.

No reservations are taken and the length of stay is
limited to 14 days consecutive.

Only campers are permitted inside campgrounds
during estabiished night hours (usually posted)

Fires may only be built in stoves, grlls, fireplaces,
and fire rings.

Help preserve all facilties and vegetation. Protect
recreation areas for future generations.

“GOOD NEIGHBOR” CAMPING

Use containers provided for garbage and unbum
able trash.

Use gril or stove to bum paper and cardboard
trash.

Clean up your campsite before you depart
Keep pets on leash — and quiet!

Refrain from making noises that might disturb
your neighbor's sleep during night hours (10 pm-6
am)

Put nothing in toiets that might damage or clog
them.

Boisterousness anytime is prohibited; this in
cludes loud playing of radios, TV, amplifiers, mus
calinstruments, etc

Motorbikes and motorcycles are to be used only

to enter or leave the area. Noisy vehicles (without
mufflers) and “gunning” of engines are prohib
ited

Observe speed limits. Drive carefully. Park only in
areas provide
Keep all vehicies on roads and spurs.
Shooting and fireworks are prohibited.
GOOD NEIGHBOR” WATER SPORTS
1. Keep glass away from beach.

2. Keep pets away from beach and swimming area.

VINIDHIA

Remember—only YOU
can prevent forest fires!

The Forest Service, U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, is dedi-
cated to the principle of multiple
use management of the Nation's
forest resources for sustained
yields of wood, water, forage,
wildiife, and recreation. Through
forestry research, cooperation
with the States and private forest
owners, and management of the
National Forests and National
Grasslands, it strives as di-
rected by Congress — to provide
increasingly greater service to a
growing Nation

For further information contact:

Ciinch Distrct Ranger
(On Va 646, across from Clinch Valley College)

Forest Supervisor
Jefferson National Forest
210 Frankin Road SW
Caller Servics

Roanoke, qumm 24001




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

JEFFERSON NATIONAL FOREST
(CLINCH RANGER DISTRICT)
VIRGINIA AND KENTUCKY

1953




