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The following address of a committee in behalf of the Democratic party of
Kentucky, fully sustained as it is, by convineing eyidence, will no doubt arrest the
aftention of the people of the Confederate States.

The gentlemen composing the committee, are reputed-and known as statesmen
of commanding talents and influence, and are the exponents of a large party,
which, umtil last summer, had voted andsacted with the Union or Lincoln party.
The secession of this party from the Federal administration will powerfully reduce
the popular force of the Lincoln supporters in that State. Independent of this
séism in the Federal party, there never has been a doubt, that the Southern-rights
party of that State, with an honest and unterrified vote; would carry any general
election by an overwhelming majority.

The documentary proof appended to the address cannot fail to impress convic-
tion on évery fair‘mind, that the Fxecntive, Legislative and Judieial elections of
Kentucky were constrained and dictated by' a military despotism, and are gross
violations of the Constitution und laws of that State. '

If this new and powerful party will act with the spirit and manhood of freemen,
Kentucky will break the chais which now shackle her, and redeem her from the
yeproach of & tame submission to a despotism which crushes her personal and
lu'rlft'l.l';L. liberties,




ADDRESH,

An Addyess to Lhe People and Congress of the [United States:

[n responseto numerous inguiries addressed to: us from every quarter, we
ask leave to su!mit to the people of the United States the following paperin ex-
planation of th® canvass which preceded the recent election in Kentucky, and of
the causes which led to its most unexpected result—ubexpected not 80 much by

. ourselves, who had from sad experience already learned the extreme and desperate
character of the measures that would be resorted to by the Administration party
to suppress the voice of our people, as by those of you who, liffing in less trou-
bled regions, had not realized the exteut to which a determination to retain power
would lead its possessors,

In the last days of August, 1862, the Hon. Beriah Magofin resig ed his office as
Governor of the State of Kentucky. From cauges into which it is not neces-
sary now to enter, he had incurred the suspicion of a great majority of the Union
party, and through the Legislature they had succeeded in divesting him of all real
.power in the Government. The Executive control of the State had rapidly fallen
into the hands of the military officers of the United States, and for months the
people hid been subject to martial law in all its oppressiveness, without its decla-
ration in form. Under these circumstances, and for the purpose of relieving the
people, and especially that portion of them kunown as “Southern-Rights Men,”
who had been the peculiar objects of persecution, Mr. Magofiin, in: & published
letter, declared his willinghess toresign whenever he could be assured of the
election of a successor of conservative views, who, commanding the confidence at
the same time of the Administration at Washington and of the people of Ken-
tucky, would be able and willing to secure every peaceful citizen in the exercise of
the righta guaranteed to him by the Constitution and laws. The Hon. Jas.
F. Robinson, then a member of the Senate, was indicated to him, and he
congented to resign in his favor, Then the Spenker of the Senate resigned,
and Mr. Robinson having been elected in his stead, became by virtie of his office
the acting Governor of the State upon the resignation of Mr. Magoffin, The new
Governor was, from the beginning, fully informed of the character and purpose
of the negotiation which paved the way to his succession, and he enterad upcn
the discharge of his duties with the best wishes of the great mass of our people.

These events gave rise to the-most pleasing anticipations, which were sirength-
cned by the first acts of the new regime. Early in September the State was in-
vaded by Oonfederate troops, who held possession for six weeks of the greater

" portion of its territory. The people, content with, and hopeful of the new order
of things, gave them little encouragement and but few recruits, so that hy ihe first
of November they were driven from our borders. But, contrary to all our hopes,
w inter brought with it a renewal of military government; orders issuing from
military officers of every grade, imposed daily more stringent regulations upon our
commerce with other loyal 8tates ; wider signification was given to the term dis-
loyal, ‘by which the victims were marked out for oppression; arrests without
warrant and imprisonment without trial became once more the established system
of justice; the property of suspected persons was again seized and Hp]]r(}p;'in,“‘l_l

' to the use of the army without compensation ; the eivil power wae of course to be
not more effective in the hands of Mr. Robinson thax in shose of his predecessof,
and spring found. the rights of person and property even move insecure than in
the darkest hours of' the previous year, ° \ ;

The Legislature, composed mainly of the personal and political friends of Gov-
ernor ‘Robinson, during their session in the winter, had passed resohitions of a
strong‘ly conservative character, in which they declared, among other things:

1. That our institutions are assailed by an armed rebellion on one gide, which
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can only be met by the sword, and on the other by unconstitutional acts of Con-
gress and startling usurpations of power by the Executive, which we have seen
by experience ean be corrected by the ballot-liox,
v ' 2 9. That Kentucky is and ever has been loyal to the Government of. the United
| tates. :

8. That we recognize a manifest difference. between any administration of the
~ Government and the Government itself,
. 4. Solemnly protests agaivst the emancipation proclamation as unwise, uncon-
L stitutional and void. : a

5. That the power recently assumed by the President, whereby, under the guise
i of military necessity, he has proclaimed and extended martial law over States

£ \ where war does not exist, and has suspended the writ of Aafeas corpus, is nnwar-
i ; i ranted by ‘the Constitution, and its tendency is to subordinate civil to military
u B autherity, and to subvert constitutional and free government.

5 » 8. That Kentucky will adhere to the Constitution and the Union as the best,
g o and, it may be, the last hope of popular freedom.

'1. iy 9. Hails with manifest pleasure the recent manifestation of conservative senti-

| ment among the people of the non-slaveholding States.

s 10. Recommends the call of a National Convention to propose amendments to
& the Constitution. Ay {2

K 1].: I?ecl‘n.res that the laws of.' this State must be mainfained and enforced, and
al that it is the duty of the II:O:_lsl,l_tuted authorities of the St:ﬂ.u to see toit that by
| all constitutional means this indispensable end shall be attained,

5 These resolutions were signed and approved by the Governor. ;

= In F.uhruury, the Central Co‘mm'lLtcu_ol the Democratic party, appointed some
i3 S years sinco uudcr. its old organization, issued a call for a Convention to meet in
v '), Frunk!urn to nominate candidates (or the various offices to be f:llcnl ab the August
';d o election.  With this call we had no cennection, and we neither H,H[.'Itldcll the
. P meeting nor approved of its expeeted action. Upon its assemblage, and before

at | any bll:-\lnf:.’-n had [:.trs‘.n ll'!llll.“sﬂ.l'l,l,'d‘ 1.!}0 meeling was |11|$.]|-\|'5:ql’]ti. h.\'l Col. Gilbert, then
eo- B commanding a regiment of Unlted States troops at Frankfort. -

of | The Convention of .the so-called “ Union Demoeratic” party met in Louisville
o | on the 18th of March. One of their first acts was to refuse a hearing to a North-
he ern Democrat—the Hon, Mr. Cravens, of Indiana—a member of the great party
ied, l whose mnmhrﬁtntmnj of conservative sentiment had so rvur-ml_;.' been hailed with
fice [ pleasure by the Legislature. They readopted as part of their platform: all the
o A= resolutions passed by the Legislature, and nominated as their candidate the Hon,
M g I Bell. After long hesitation, Mr. Bell declined the candidacy, and the Cen-
.I‘-i-'” _ tral Committee of his party substituted in his :‘;ngul ,ﬂr. Brm!}[ctir\, who had been
i | " the frequent recipient of office from the Administration, and had been generally
gth- [ pegarded as a supporter of its policy. .

3in- 8 Unrder these circumstances, and early in the month of June, a letter was writ-
ater 2= tén by one of ug residing in the interior of the State to another residing in
rder W Liouisville, in which it was suggested that a meeting of the conservative Union
first men should be called for the purpose of consultation as to the proper course to be
ypes, ¥ pursued by them.

from I Before our meeting was held, Mr. Bramlette had already taken the stump, and
nour though the newspapers of his party exercised a prudent cantion in refraining from
1 dis- publishing a report.or even a notice of his speeches, we 'wera not without infor-
thout mation of their character. The platform of that party to which he owed his
stem S homination donounced as startling usurpations of power the mspension of the
qated Wit of habeas corpus and the extension of martial law over States where war did
to be thot exist. We learned that, on the contrary, Mr. Bramlette maintained in argu-
essor, iment the rightfulness of these measures. The platform denounced the emancipi-
i in on proclamation as unwise, unconstitutional and void. Mr. Bramlette contended

fhiat it was valid as a war measure, though he regarded it as impolitie. The

“Fov- latform hailed with pleasure the recent manifestations of conservative sentiment

of a SNt the North, while Mr. Bramlette denounced those whom he derisively termed
i , --Bnnstitlllrimml Union men fuite as violently as the Secessionists, and, finally, he
which “Slireatened with the tender mevcies of the provost marshal all such malignants ag



