. i B
. M%%Z/ 3 0425 4bAL3GE 8

” No.\'\/
= ol

e m———— - Y TSR N LR
e e —




INVENTORY OF THE TOWN AND CITY ARCHIVES

OF MASSACHUSETTS

Prepared by
The Historical Records Survey

Division of Professional and Service Projects
Work Projects Administration

No, 11. Norfolk County

Vol. IV. BROOKLINE

Sponsored by Town of Brookline

* 3k 3k %k

The Historical Records Survey
Boston, Massachusetts
1940




The Historical Lecords Survey Program

Sargent B. Child, National Director
Carl J. Wennerblad, State Supervisor

Division of Professional and Service Projects

Florence Kerr, Assistant Commissioner
Robert Y. Phillips, Regional Supervisor
Harold G. Dunney, State Director

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION

F.C. Harrington, Commissioner
John J. McDonough, Regional Director
Denis W. Delaney, State Administrator




PREFACE

By authority of a Presidential Letter, the Historical Records Survey
was esteblished in January, 1936, under the national direction of Dr.
Luther H. Evans, as a federally sponsored project of the Works Progress
Administration (now the Work Projects Administration). Since federal
sponsorship ceased on August 31, 1939, the sponsorship of the Massa-
chusetts unit of the survey has been undertaken by Frederic W. Cook,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.

The purpose of the project is to survey, preserve and render acces-
sible historical source materials of all kinds. Its work has fallen
naturally into the following main divisions: public records, private
manuscripts, church reccrds, early American imprints, historical portraits
and newspapers. Practically all historical material falls under one or
another of these divisions. In bringing this material under control
certain techniques have been found practicable, depending on the nature:
of the subject matter, and using variously the methods of the inventory,
the guide, the calendar, the check list or the index in the publication
cf the result. For public records, church reccords and portraits, the
method of the inventory has worked best; for historical manuscripts,  the
guide or, in rare cases where the material was of unusual importance,
the calendar; for imprints, the check list; for newspapers and court
records, the index; and so on.

The actual work of gathering information concerning historical ma-
terials at their place of storage or custody has in most cases been pre-
ceded by a most necessary and, for both the custodian and posterity, im-
portant task, that of putting records in order; of cleaning, dusting, re-
filing, and treating them; and, in short, doing everything possible to
ensure their preservation. This function of the project, often performed
by its workers under almost indescribable conditions of dust, filth,
dampness, poor ventilation, and even vermin may well be regarded by future
generations as a most important contribution of the survey.

Scarcely less important, however, are the editorial processes to
which all field information must be subjected before publication. Here
gaps and inadequacies are spotted, inccnsistencies reconciled, and order
brought out of chaos. In the field of public records it has been found
necessary not only to sketch briefly the history of the county or town
and its government but also to preface the inventory of each subordinate
office or institution with an outline of its development, based upon its
own records or upon statutory or other sources. In the inventories of
church records, similarly, the preparation of the history of each church
constitutes a task equally arduous with that of locating and listing its
records. In Massachusetts two broader works have also been undertaken.
The general historical background, statutory origin and functioning of
county, city, or town offices have been studied with a view to providing
satisfactory acccunts of the development of county and municipal govern-
ment generally. These latter undertakings arc now happily necaring com-
pletion.




