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iG ARCHITECTS THROUGH QUALIFYING COMPETITIONS

This addendum discusses the "Qualifying Competition" as a method of
selecting architects. In this form of competition a hypothetical prob-
lem, incorporating typical questions involved in planning USHA-Aided oroj-
ects, is presented by the local authority. The competing local architects
preparc and submit drawings embodying their solutions of the problem to a
group of cxperts selected by the local authority (hereinafter referred to
as the "Jury"). The Jury examines the drawings and, upon the basis
thereof, selects the architects qualified for work on USHA-Aided projects.
The architects qualifying make up the list (hereinafter referred to as the
"Panel!") from which the local authority selects architects for its future
projeets.

The method of Qualifying Competition differs from the method of Di-
rect Competition discussed in Addendum No. 1 in dealing with a hypotheti-
cal rather than an actual problem, in being held well before the scrvices

itects are required, and in setting up a Panel of qualified archi-

sther than selecting architects for a particular project.

ctition and paragraph II outlines, in detail, the procedural D
involved in making use of this Method of selection.

Paragrach I below sets forth the advantages of the Method of Qualif;
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I. Advantages of the Method of Qualifying Competition in Selecting

Architects.

(a) The Method supplies a scientific process for determining,
vance, the architects who hsve the analytical ability necessary to
the new problems and meet the new issues involved in planning USHA-
projects. Many architects who are otherwise thoroughly competent
been unable to solve the special problems involved in planning la
low-rent housing projects.

(t) The Method supplies the local authority with a Panel of archi-
tects from which, under the terms of the Competition Program, architects
will be selected for future projects. The local authority may reserve com-
plete discretion as to selection from the Panel or may request the Jury to
assign a numerical order of merit or to arrange working groups. Architects
who are selected for the Panel are thereby given an incentive to study and
prepare for work in the low-rent housing field.
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The Mcthod is inexpensive. The costs to the local authority are
| mainly to the expensecs incurred in printing or mimeographing and
the "Competition Program" (described in paragraph II-(c), below)
necessary compensation to the local architect or housing expcrt
ving on the Judy. The cost allocable to any one of several projects will
articularly low, since one competition will ordinarily supply a Panel
h may be used for a considerable period of time.

(d) The Method tends to expedite the program by obviating the delays
which sometimes develop in obtaining qualified architects when they are
needed. Selection under the Method may be completed well in advance of the
time of actual need as no particular site or any other purely local condi-
tions are involved.

Method provides an exceptional opportunity for brilliant but
inexperienced young architects. Such architects are at a disadvantage in
certain forms of competition since "names!" and established reputations tend
to outweigh technical resourcefulness and originality. The Method tcnds to

educe these handicaps for younger men and to facilitate their qualifying
The Mcthod also provides a means of associating younger men with qualified
seniors and thereby developing the professional maturity of the juniors as
well as obtaining a nice balance between originality and experience.

II. Procedure in Selecting Architects by Qualifying Competition.

The principal steps in organizing and carrying out a Qualifying Comope-
$ition are as follows:

The local authority notifies the local architects that a '"Qualify-
tition!" will be held to obtain a Panel of architects for future
Interested architeccts are advised to obtain from, and file with,
“uthority aoplications for the Competition Program The lctoer of
ion should also state that the proposed competi tlon w111 have the
the American Institute of Architects and that applicants snould
with their applications proof of their eligibility, such as registra-
tion in States having a registration law or other proof of practice in
States not providing for registration.

(b) The local authority obtains from the USHA a suggested form of Com-
petition Program setting forth a hypothetical problem in large-scale, low-
rent project and unit planning. This problem is designed to show the ana-
lytical ability of the architect rather than his skill as a draftsman. The
drawings required are few and the time allowed short.

(c) The local authority arranges and prepares copies of the Competi-
tion Program. To meet the requirements of the USHA and the American Insti-
tute of Architects, the Program must (1) provide for a Professional (archi-
tectural) Adviser to assist in adapting the Competition Program to local

eds, to answer questions, to rule on mandatory requirements of the Pro-
gram, and generally to assist the Jury in determining the qualifications of
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the applicants; (2) assure absolute anonymity of the applicants duri .
competition; (3) state that future awarded contracts will be in accordance
with the USHA suggestions; (4) prov1de for a Jury comprising a member of the
local ”tho?lt' an architect selected by the local architectural soci iety,
i st in heusing (preferably an architect) to select the winning
ons and, if so requested, rl]C@ them in order of merit; (5) indicate
at which and the time when the Jury will render ju*gmcpt; and
stve that a brief revort by the Jury on the competition will be pub-
ished. (The USHA suggested form of Competition Program satisfies all the
requirements set forth in this subparagraph (c)).

(d) Upon receipt of the executed applications, the local anthority is-
sucs copies of the Competition Program. The applicants then preparc 2nd:
submit drawings embodring their respective solutions of the hypo thetical
nroblem.

(e) ne drawings or hoclkeed b thie Professional Adviser, or othcr
reprcsentative of the local authori , for mandatory disqualifications.
Hach set of drawings is submitted WTP}QC@, together with an envelonce con-

‘ gubmitter. The reoresentative of the local autho
drawings as indicated above, numbers each set a
nur“ J anondir“ly the envelope containing the name of the gubmitter.
drawings are then submitted to the Jury.
The Jury examines and renders Jjudgment on the drawings. The
t will ordinarily require about three days. In the case of a very
‘"MEe“ of entrants (for example, a hundred or more) careful Jjudgment
ire a longer period.

The Professional Adviser’ or OthP“ representative of the local au-
in the presence of the members of the local authority, opens the
containing the names of the persons submitting the draWimPs,
e Jury report, and makes public the awards of the Jury. archi-
1ifying constitute the Panel from which the local auﬁhorltj mst,
the terms of the Competition, select architects for its future

d

Thoe attention of local suthorities is invited to the fact that the USHA
"nish any teehnical assistance reguired in the selection of archi-
7 ~21ifying Competition. As indicated above, the USHA has also pre-
d, d ”Jll furnish upon request, a suggested form of Competition Pro-—
gram e t1.3 the requirements of both the USHA and the American Institute of
Architects.

NATHAN STRAUS,
ARy g SIES) Administrator.
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