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"To bring together the records of the
past and to house them in buildings whers
they will be preserved for the use of men
living in the future, a nation must belisve
in three things. It must believe in the
past, It must believe in the future. It
must, above all, believe in the capacity
of its people so to learn from the past
that they can gain in judgment for the
creation of the future."

--FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT




A i




RABBI EMIL W. LEIPZIGER
TOURO SYNAGOGUE
NEW ORLEANS .

FOREWORD

The purpose of this Foreword is not to give a
scientific appraisal of the very worthwhile project
contained between these covers. Such an evaluation
would have entailed a more complete collaboration
with the sponsors, and a very careful search in the
archives of Jewish Congregations and Organizations,
and classification of important records.

These words intend, however, to convey the
value of the project as a whole, a wvalue which
inheres in it because the workers have been patient
and painstaking, and the supervision serious and
intelligent.

If our great Nation is to be understood at all,
it must be understood by its own people. Thus it
must be conceived as a construct of many peoples, a
nation which has become rich by the contributions of
cultural and religious forms and ideals on the part
of those who have helped to build this beloved
Democracy.

The workers within this project, then, by
making accessible the records of Jewish Organizations
in Louisiana, many of them hidden in obscure and
forgotten places, have made easier the labors of some
future historian, who will write the history of the
process of integration of the 1life of the Jew in
Louisiana with the ideals and forms of the American
Democracy.

Since such a history will deal with the Jewish
contributions to democracy, and with the American
genius for freedom, justice and tolerance, it will be
a most wholesome expression of the American spirit.

. \%ézg;h

EMIL W. LEIPZI
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PREFACE

The Inventory of the Church and Synagogue Archives of Louisiana is
one of a number of guides to historical materials prepared throughout
the United States by workers on the Historical Records Survey Program
of the Work Projects Administration. Initiated in the winter of 1935-36
under the national direction of Dr. Luther H. Evans, the Program has
been directed since March 1, 1940 by Sargent B. Child, In Louisiana,
the Historical Records Survey now operates as a unit of the State-wide
Records Project, which is sponsored by the Department of Archives,
Louisiana State University and some 73 local governmental agencies.

The field survey for this inventory, begun in the summer of 1939,
was carried on by project workers, each working in his own parish.
Much of the initial field research was conducted under the supervision
of Dr. B. P. Martin; the inventory was brought to completion under the
supervision of Warren A. Gregoire, assisted by Al Wilson, research
editor. General editorial supervision was given by Vergil L. Bedsole,
acting project technician. David E. Lott supervised the preparation of
the indexes; lLouis Herman reviewed and edited the sub-entries. The
volume was duplicated under the official sponsorship of the Department
of Archives, Louisiana State University.

Assistance in compiling the inventory was afforded voluntarily by
hundreds of people, including especially the rabbis, as well as the
presidents and other officers of the congregations. For the foreword
and for helpful suggestions we are indebted to Rabbi Emil W. Leipziger.
Miss Rose Brener has contributed much to this volume in the way of
general information. The inventory was prepared in accordance with
technical instructions from the Washington office of Historical Records
Survey Projects. It was reviewed by Donald A. Thompson, Assistant
Archivist, in charge of Church Archives Inventories.

Publications of the Historical Records Survey are distributed with-
out cost to a limited number of public and institutional libraries
throughout the United States. Inquiries should be addressed to
Dr, Edwin A. Davis, Archivist, University, Louisiana, or to the State
Supervisor, A list of these publications for Louisiana may be found on
pages 181-183 of this volume.

JOHN C. L. ANDREASSEN

State Supervisor

State-wide Records Project
Official Project 165-1-64-161

204 01d Criminal Courts Building
Tulane and Saratoga Streets

New Orleans, Louisisna

September 5, 1941

vii




2 sl

alph
appr
arr.
art.
aver
bd1l (
bldg
ca..
chi
chre
comj
cong
Cons
ed (s
et ¢
etc.
8o §
vl )
hdw.
ibic
TR
Tas
La,
La.
La.
misc
ms (:
) (PRI
no(:
M
nume
op.
Or.
p(p
ptd
sec
ses.
St.

tra;

U.

Ve
vol
WPA




oy 8 20

23085 352,

ABBREVIATIONS, SYMBOLS, AND GLOSSARY

Abbreviations

BT G b R R Bt et e e ey e e io e e+ saB R BBADER T 001 (17)
BDPROT s G sl Gl Bl S Vit s sBDPPOXImATE), approximately
Sir T G L e ol L e Ja rranged ) iaprangement
APl R s LR R R U S e s s siTTE LG Le
AN O L R s SRR AR TGN 00 S sl e eia e misibia e iy s ain e osEVBTAZE
bdl(s)........................................................bundls(s)
DA b ANt et adara s aahetebatlarararytatatarataraavotassrotsnsrardlaoiale s o1 1 ding
CEOTTERI L v im0, Bl s R s Vv ivesrsicssranersrossiCALTCEY (D ORE )
G LT T o R A8 ot RN TRt s hava s tanaralanavotar w SIS I chapbie
CRTON & o Mty S0 AR VB AN Ve or st oF HatataM aviasiohots Crsatssrnsasichronologicali ()
comp...........................................................compiler
CONER e T A BN I T P S U o o S aN aW olieh ot anls samansres ssscangragation
COTISTE & bl e ke gt b L h N ok S N it o ot ol B ateWaalgra¥ koo lon ot okis Shatspersnepokaeveiirsnave GONSHATTUL A GN
el G N e SRR B NS W e S L s Sl s e ds omileEn)
at al.. idiidasidasdiiadasaaaaddaeangseot alid, ot aline (and others)
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PRI TS S AN SN S BORIS KRN S A5 6 A o horist roret vior sy shor o o ssataila iboxi(e )
1Vl sl SR (PERORP O AT S R VB B e O ORI 1128 Loy 3ozl )
Tt Ve L8 s o e s A8 b s s s dibiidem « (in vthe Samekiplane)
SRR, M e T e s N S s el s sl e s o120 eS| (Bhaitiiag)
Toalg o s N P i a e e NN S RS Siale SRR S e e el b ale imimseie sheONT STEEIN B
T bl s s stssgnsiosevnsosseohobsof tha Liouisiana .State Legislatures
T AR b NG e T LT s s s hibuigiana Annnal Reportis
Bess Ha st «Qu Sina e s amus s s d L G liouisdeana Historical \Quaritionly
miS el S N s R bR s idiahes desie s d s e nee we s e ek S GO THNE GUS
k] @) R G e G S0 RN A Dt e e s e T (i)
o et e S e D e it e slsno T date gl ven
PHOE L R L s L e e s s RUmMB R PR
A Dl e G o place) of | publication given
NUMe T e e e R e e Sl s S nume el (A )
oD« s tiutiihnla ol se.eess....0pere citato (in the work cited)
Or. Terr. A........Acts of Orleans Territorial Council ggg_Legislatures
pleps it L e e e R LR L LR Bekpa gei( )
pridasediil gL L e e e el e b s lae s e b dlenepIE RO T
gec (s sl Sl iiay A s U e U seehrpnlEl)
(R RS A e R S T e S E B A . slssssesesaion(s)
St saarGn RO e W s o e s S i e e s STETE AT
R G T S d I P e S G N SR S TPy 3 SPRPRR TR 1ot b o)
T pam el e S R R e e e S R s st e abransl ator
USSR b o b St ST e s e G L Gl s Innited S tates
Uss S Congamrasa il s i ool el i st S s Seiikinasbed | S e Congress
Vidie Miam Wi nrins et o saiois AONSGL AR Tt il el meretis Ve R el esonsesssversus (against)
volils Je vt D T L, el s VOG5,
WAL Lo s s s S Ll e s WoTk  Projocts Administration or
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EDITORIAL NOTES

Division of Inventory

The inventory is divided into four parts, viz., 1) an Historical
Sketch of the Jews in Louisiana; 2) an Inventory of the Archives of
Jewish Congregations in Louisiana; 3) an Inventory of the Archives
of Jewish Cemeteries in Louisiana; and 4) an Inventory of the Archives
of Jewish Organizations and Institutions in Louisiana.

The first part gives a general picture of all phases of Jewish
life in Louisiana with necessary cross references to more detailed in-
formation in the individual entries. The second part contains an
account of congregational development with the description of the records
of each. Part three is devoted to cemeteries and their archives. The
final division includes all other organizations and institutions, whether
active or defunct, which could be located,

Entries within each division are arranged chronologically by date
of organization. Any disputed date of organization, establishment, or
incorporation is treated in the individual entry.

Form of Entry

Each congregation, cemetery, organization, and institution has its
own entry. These are numbered consecutively irrespective of the four
divisions. Following the entry number appears the name of the congrega-
tion, organization date, date of lapse (if defunct), the full street
address, c¢ity or town, and parish (county) in which the congregation is
located, The body of the entry treats of organization, incorporation,
purpose, building history, first settled rabbi, any prominent rabbi who
may have served the congregation, present rabbi, and officers of the
congregation, BFach record series is described in a sub-entry.

The Records Sub~-entries

Exact titles of records are given in upper case type; assigned
titles are in upper case but enclosed in brackets. An explanatory title
added beside an exact title is given initial capitals only and enclosed
in parentheses. The first and last dates of the record are shown in the
title line of the sub-entry. One date followed by two dashes signifies
that this record is current, as 1854--. Continuous records are shown
by a hyphen between the beginning and closing dates, as 1896-1903.

Gaps in the records are indicated by a2 commz between groups of inclusive
dates, as 1891-96, 1899-1913, 1917-~,

Where no comment is made on the absence of previous or subsequent
records, no definite information on that point could be obtained. Where
no statement is made that a record was discontinued at the terminal date
shown in the entry, it could not be definitely established that such was
the case. If no comment is made on the condition of a records series,
it is assumed that the whole series is in good condition.

The dimensions of volumes, file boxes, and maps are given in inches.
Location of each records series is indicated when necessary.

X1




s 2 8l

Xi3
Editorial Notes

Spelling of Names

Jewish names of congregations, cemeteries, and organizations appear
followed by their English equivalents in parentheses. There is no uni-
form way of spelling the transliterated names; Shangari Chassed (Gates
of Mercy) is used in New Orleans while Shaare Chesed (Gates of Mercy) is
common in Baton Rouge. The word “socicty" is spelled chevre and chevra.
These differences in spelling are accepted as the probable result of an
effort to transliterate phonetically characters peculiar to the Hebrew
language.

Citations

All citations to published works and magazine articles are given in
full the first time that one such appears in the Inventory. Thereafter
a shortened form is used.

Citations to the acts of the Legislature and General Assemblies of
the State of Louisiana refer to the act and section numbers, except for
the years 1813-27, 1830, 1832-35, and 1838, The acts for these years
are not numbered, hence citation is made to the page of the beginning of
the act in the official publication. The acts of the Legislative Council
and Territorial Legislatures, 1804-05 through 1811, are cited by the
chapter numbers in Roman numerals and by page numbers in Arabic figures.

Legal instruments are cited as they were found in the offices of the
various parish recorders. This is a matter of local record-keeping; it
varies from parish to parish. Obscure publications, pamphlets, and
privately printed material are treated in the same manner as widely held
publications, but the location of a rare copy is given. All interviews
used in citations are recorded in the files of the Statewide Records
Pro ject.

Louisiana law Pertaining to Religious Organizations

The charter issued to the Company of the West in 1717 by the French
Crown represents one of the earlier legal documents in which religion in
Louisiana is mentioned. This instrument provided that the company should
be obligated to build churches at al) settlements, further the salvation
of the inhabitants, including "the Indians, saveges and negroes"; and to
maintain approved ecclesiastics, "all under the authority of the Bishop
of Queboc...the parish priests and other ecclesiastics" to remain under
his "nomination and patronage." Such stipulations had not been imposed
on the Crozat Company which had failed previously.(l)

Probably the best known of the Louisiana legal religious pronounce-
ments was the Code Noir (Black Code). This was published in 1724 on
order of Governmor Bienville. Most of the code dealt with regulations

1. Roger Baudier, The Catholic Church in Louisiana, pp. 41,42,
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Editorial Notes

for slaves. However, the first five sections ordered the expulsion of
ions appear Jews from the colony, forbade the exercises of any church other than
is no uni- the Roman Catholic, ordered that slaves be instructed and baptized in
ed (Gates the Catholic faith, banned employment of any but Catholic overseers,
and ordered cessation of 2ll work on Sundays and holy days.(l)

When the colony passed to Spanish domination in 1769 the frame of
government adopted by the new officials centered about the governor
who, in a kind of an inaugural address, called attention to new ordi-
nances and regulations he intended. The power of the governor approached
absolutism.(2) Governor Alexander O'Reilly, first of the Spanish gov-
ernors, issued a set of instructions closely adhering to the practices
which had existed uvnder the French.(3) Thus for all practical purposes,
the stringent provisions of the Code Noir remained in effect until
Louisiana came to the possession: of the United States in 1803.(4) After
the Louisiana Purchase the "Black Code" continued in existence,(5) but
the jurisdiction of the Constitution of the United States negated its
religious applications.(6)

Complete religious liberty came to the territory in 1803, estab-
lished by the Congressional act enabling the taking of Louisiana,
approved by the president on October 3lst of that year. The act pro-
vided that powers conferred on officials appointed pending organization
of that territory “"shall be exercised in such manner...for maintaining
and protecting the inhabitants of Louisiana in the free enjoyment of
their liberty, property and religion."(7) The same Congress added to
this guarantee in March 1804 by restricting the newly created legislative
council against passage of any law inconsistent with the Constitution of
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widely held t?e'Unifed.S?ates or whicb would restrain any person on account of re=
e R llglogs oplnl?ns, profession, or worship "in all which hg may be free
Retio vl to meintain his own, and not burthened for those of another!(8) Con-
gressional action of 1811, enabling the people of Louisiana to form a
constitution pursuant to admission into the union, included the provision
that the instrument should contain the fundamental principles of civil
and religious liberty.(9)
- the French
religion in : !
mpan? el 1. Alcee Fortier, A History of Louisiana, I, 87,88. See also "Code
I Noir.," P . _t":' =0 —— S Th ® PRI R A
i B 7; 75 Publications of the Louisiana Historical Society, IV (1908),
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es"; and to o : AR 2 2 : :
th ,B' h 2. Goodspeed Publishing Co., Biographical and Historical Memoirs of
E o Louisiana, I, 385, e T
main ‘mdeg 3. Toidy, Tios
en 1mpose 4. Henry E. Chembers, History of Louisiana, I, 155,
O+ Li0re Tormab Al (I BOB IKIRT T
REOBOLID O 6. Acts of the.8th. U. S. Congress, lst sess,, ch, I, sec. 1,

1724 on approved Oct. 31, 1803, For first executive assurance of full

ulations religious liberty see Clarence Edwin Carter, comp. and ed., The
Territorial Papers of the United States, IX (The Territory of
Orleans, 1803-12), p. 15.
. 7. Idem.
. 8. Acts of the 8th U. S. Congress, lst sess., ch. XXXVIII, sec. 4,

approved Oct. 31, 1803,
9. Acts of the 11th U. S. Yongress, 3d sess., ch., XXI, sec. 3,
approved Feb, 20, 1811,
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Peculiarly there was no specific provision in the Louisiana Consti-
tution of 1812 covering freedom of worship, The Louisiana Supreme Court
in a church case years later held that such inclusion was not necessary,
that the subject had been settled by solemn compact between the original
states and the people of Louisiana as indicated by the various acts of
Congress.(l) This first Constitution, in the preamble, did proclaim its
ordination "to secure...the right of life, liberty and property."
Further, it exempted from military service, on certain payment, persons
belonging to religious societies whose tenets forbade them to carry
arms.(2) The right also was given by implication in the establishment
of an unhampered press, granting privilege of freely speaking, writing,
or printing on any subject.(3) The latter remained unchanged in the
constitutions of 1845 and 1852, but any reference to religious liberty
was still omitted.

Then the Constitution of 1868 proclaimed that "every person has the
right to worship God according to the dictates of his conscience.'(4)
This was followed by the Constitution of 1879 which said that "no law
shall be passed respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof...and that no preference shall ever be given
to, nor discrimination made against any church, sect or creed of reli-
gion or any form of religious faith or worship."(5) Identical safe-
guards are contained in the constitutions of 1898, 1913, and 1921.(6)

Other peculiarities of the Constitution of 1812 were prohibition
of & minister becoming governor (7) and the ineligibility of any
minister, priest, or religious teacher for a seat in the legislature
or "any office of profit or trust under this state."(8) The discrimi-
nation against ministers serving as governor was continued in 1845
with additional prohibition relating to the office of lieutenant gov-
ernor.(9) The provision was dropped in 1852, revived by the conven-
tion of 1864, but excluded in subsequent constitutions, men of the
cloth being eligible today for the chief executive's chair. The bar
against pastors in the legislature and in other offices was not
written into the 1845 Constitution or thereafter.

Incorporation of churches, religious societies, cemetery associa-
tions and the like was effected during the early Louisiana statehood

1., Wardens of the Church of 8t. Louis v. Blanc, Bishop, 8 Rob. 51

Louisiana and Selected Federal Laws, p. 11.

2. Const., 1812, art All,i sec.+:22%

Sk rEbdd g ttiartis Wl S iigaep 2 d

4. Constls, JdB6SEsBTLL J24

54  Constish 18795 arly: 4 ;sdbidessartivg bl .

6., Conste., 1898, arts. 4,533 Const., 1913, arts. 4, b3; Consts, 1921,

axteiid yi'BeCRh 1A,

Conetbié, 1832 axt . IV, sec, b
Ibidiss arti 22,

« Const., 1845, art. 42.
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Editorial Notes

by special act of the legislature. The convention of 1845 wrote into
the second congtitution a regulation ending this procedure and providing
for the passage of general laws covering such issuance.(l) A similar
condition was in subsequent constitutions and prevails under that of
1921.(2) Thus enabled, the legislature of 1847 enacted a general statute
setting out that articles of incorporation should be certified as legal
by the district attorney, then approved by the governor, and finally
enrolled by the secretary of state.(3) The process was changed slightly
in 1853 with the law calling for six or more incorporators and a certain
sequence for designation of domicile, purposes, names of officers, etc.
This latter act also provided that incorporation was completed with
certification by the district attorney and the recording of the instru-
ment with the parish recorder at the place of domicile.(4) No material
changes in the method were made until 1914 when the general law under
which all societies and associations are chartered today came into being.,
Procedure remains virtually unchanged, but the statute was enlarged,
principally regarding dues collected in lieu of stock issuznce and the
regulation of the latter, use of a seal, holding of property, placing of
non-trading corporations under jurisdiction of courts on parity with
other corporations, and the method of obtaining charter amendments.(5)
In 1924 the legislature passed an amendatory measure limiting value of
property to be held by church corporations to $1,000,000. Likewise it
continued in effect an earlier prohibition against acceptance of death-
bed bequests (articulo mortis) by a corporation or "minister of the
Gospel for himself or the benefit of a church corporation."(6) Church
property used exclusively for religious, educational or charitable
purposes is tax exempt (7) and no corporation franchise tax is imposed
on these groups.(8) Donations from the public treasury to any church or
any minister, either directly or indirectly, are forbidden by the Con-
stitution of 1921 as are donations for charitable or benevolent uses ex-
cept to designated institutions under state authority.(9) This last
principle also prevailed in the constitutions of 1879. 1898, and 1913,

s Conshiey 1845 impt i 323

Congte,y 1921, art. 1V, sec. 4.

La. A., 1847, #07.

La, A., 1853, #332,

la. A., 1914, #54,

La., A., 1924, #4190,

« Ia. Al 1877, B.S., #82. Secialgo Consts, 1921, art. X, seci 4 as
amended by La. A,, 1936, #68.
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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE JEWS IN LOUISTANA

Gathered in 21 congregations (1) the Jews in Louisiana now worship
in synagogues which entailed a financial outlay greater, with a single
exception, than that in any of the 14 southern and southwestern states.
(2) The approzimately 16,000 Jews in Louisiana (3) can trace their
history back to the earliest activities of the French colony,(4) a terri-
tory from which the race was ordered expelled in 1724,(5) The ban ex-
tended 79 years until the establishment of full religious liberty with
the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.(6)

The reasons for migration, date of arrival, and conditions of settle-
ment of the first Jews in Louisiana, following the founding of New Orleans
in 1718,(7) are not known. On November 13, 1718, immigrants sailing from
France aboard the Count of Toulouse included Jacob David, shoemaker, and
Romain David, tailor, bound for the new country. The Davids had been re-
cruited as a part of a company headed for the Dubreuil concession or
plantation (8) above New Orleans. They arrived about New Year's 1719, the
voyage in those days requiring some six weeks.(9) By May of 1719 two
other ships had put out for the colony. Robert Jacobs and wife, togsther
with a soldier, Louis Solomon, were among the passengers.(l0) The desti-
nies of these people remain unknown to history. Their names do not appear
in a census of Louisiana for 1721 although Dubreuil is listed as a land-
owner at the village of Tchoupitoulas. Neither are such names found in a
census of Natchitoches for 1722.(11) Although a scattering few arrived,
Jews in any number did not reach these early Louisiana settlements.(12)
This was primarily dus to issuance of Code Noir (The Black Code) by
Bienville on September 10, 1724, which code dealt principally with regu-
lation of slaves, but included an order of expulsion of Jews from the

1. U. S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Religious Bodies, 1936, Jewish
Congregations, Bulletin 72, p. 3. B

2 Bhidas ' Be Dy

3. American Jewish Yearbook, XLI (1939-40), 185.

4, Jeowish Historical Publishing Company of Louisiana, History of the
Jews in Louisiana, p. 17. iy e

5. Alcee Fortier, A History of Louisiana, I, 87,88, hereinafter cited
as Fortier, Louisiana, o

6. Acts of 8th U. S. Congress, lst sess.,ch, I, sec. 1, approved
Oct.y31,.,1803,

7. Dunbar Rowland and Albert Godfrey Sanders, trans. and eds,, Missis-
sippi Provincial Archives, 1701-1729, French Dominion, II, 392, note
2. See also Louisiana W. P. A. Writers' Project, New Orleans City
Guide, pp. 229,230.

8. Albert Laplace Dart, trans., "The Ship Lists of Passengers Leaving
France for Louisiana, 1718-1724," 1lst installment, Louisiana Histori-
cal Quarterly, XIV (1931), 516-520, hereinaiter cited as Dart, "Ship
Lists.

9. Fortier, Louisiana, I, 102,

10. Dart, "Ship Lists," 3d installment, XV (1932), 455-467,

11. Jay K. Ditchy, trans., "Barly Census Tables of Louisiana," Louisiana
Historical Quarterly, XIII (1930), 205-229.

12, Mex Heller, comp., Jubilee Souvenir of Temple Sinai, p. 1, hersin-
after cited as Heller, Jubiles. T
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colony within three months, and the banning of all religious worship
except that of the Roman Catholic Church.(l) It remained in foree in Today
its entirety through the French and Spanish dominations.(2) Important thai s
edicts of 0'Reilly (3) and Carondelet, colonial governors, contained no Or}ee
direct reference to Jews. Carondelet, however, in his decree of June 1 (Disy
1795, incorporated strict rules for peddlers.(4) Historians have been e
at a loss to explain inclusion of the Jewish and religious sections in A
slave orders (5) which were nulled only when the territory was ceded to Chags
the United States.(6) ﬁpiii
I
In the 1760's one Pallachio, a Jew, is found trading in flour at SHFh
New Orleans. Samuel Israel, Alexander Solomons and Joseph Depalacios on grlo%
July 9, 1765 purchased land from the Chevalisr de Monberault.(7) Bernard i
Gratz, Philadelphia merchant, had dealings with Louisianians about this ok o
period. Samuel Israel was a New Orleans resident.(8) Shortly after the iilr]
turn of the century Judah Touro, philanthropist, came to New Orleans and .Z i
is believed to have found a small number of his co-religionists, includ- 2;6 E
ing Bzekiel Salomon who became governor of the United States branch bank orl :
and died in 1821.(9) e
It was a New York merchant, Jacob da Silva Solis, arriving in New i %
Orleans about 1826 on a business trip, who made history. His visit led . :
to the founding of the first synagogue in Louisiana. In the city Solis 31§p1
was unable to buy matzoth for the Passover. Hs purchased meal, ground :ﬁrgz
it, and baked his own matzoth. Such a situation struck the merchant as
appalling and he started activities for an organized congregation. The
result was Congregation Shangari Chassed (Gates of Mercy) (ses entry 1). $ia4
The title page of this group's constitution bore Solis' name and he au- full
thored a calendar to be bound with the document.(10) The state approved Amony
the original charter March 25, 1828,(11) and the congregation survives Cobn%
1858,
, : Shrev
1. Fortier, Louisiana, I, 87,88; "Gode Noir", Publications of the b
Louisiana Historical Society, IV (1908), 76,77. R
2. Heller, Jubiles, p. 1. LT T
3. "0'Reilly's Ordinance of 1770," Louisiana Historical Quarterly, 1
XI (1928), 237-240 (reprintad from translation of Gustavus Schmidt,
1841)., 24
4. James A, Padgett, "A Decres for Louisiana Issued by the Baron of
Carondelet, June 1, 1795," Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XX 34
(1937), 591-605, 4,
5. Charles Gayarre, History of Louisiana, I, 362,
6. Acts of 8th U, S. Congress, sess. 1, eh. I,"sec. 1, approved 5.
Oct, 31, 1803, 6,
7. Peter J, Hamilton, Colonial Mobile, pps 296, 295, 7.
8. Heller, Jubilee, pp. 2, 126. 8.
9. Leo Shpall, The Jews in Louisiana, p. 8, hereinafter cited as
Shpall, Jews. 4 9.

10. Leo Shpall, "The First Synagogue in Louisiana®, Louisiana Histori-

cal Quarterly, XXI (1935), 518-526, hereinafter cited as Shpall, 105

ta 7
12,

"First Synagogue "
La., A., 1828, #84.




WS 2

torical Sketch

1S worship

in forece in

) Important
contained no
ree of June 1,
ns have been
sections in
was ceded to

in flour at
Depalacios on
[t.(7) Bernard
1s about this
rtly after the
yw Orleans and
1ists, includ-
s branch bank

.ving in New
[is visit led
6 city Solis
eal, ground
 merchant as
gation., The
ses entry 1).
e and he au-
tate approved
on survives

uarterly,
avus Schmidt,

o Baron of

rly, XX

proved

ited as

ina Histori-
s Shpall,

o A

Historical Sketch (First entry, p. 19)
today in New Orleans' Touro Synagogue.(l) For nearly two decades it was
the only synagogue in the state. The second, (see entry 1) also in New
Orleans, was founded August 21, 1845 (2) and was named Linfuzoth Yshudah
(Dispersed of Judah).(3) The first burial ground of record is the old
Hebrew Rest Cemetery on Jackson Avenue, New Orleans (see entry 34). It
had been purchased by Manis Jacobs, president of Congregation Shangari
Chassed, on March 13, 1828, and formally turned over to the congregation
April 26th, following.(4) Tradition holds that a plot of ground conse-
crated for Jewish burials existed before the one on Jackson Avenue, ‘but
such remains only a tradition, as do stories of a minyan or schule years
prior to the issuance of the Shangari Chassed charter.(5) The Hebrew
Foreign Mission Society of New Orleans, chartered in 1854 for the purpose
of granting "aid to Israelites in foreign countries.., ameliorating their
spiritual, social and politiecal condition,"(6) was unique in that it was
‘the nation's only organized Jewish communal group of its +type.(7) Some
aid was given to Jews in China. Activities lapsed with the War Between
the States.(8) Another pioneer movement was an effort in 1882 by a New
Orleans group to' establish an agricultural colony of Russian Jews &t
Sicily Island in Catahoula Parish (see entry 87). Sixty families, total-
ing 173 persons, took possession of some 2800 acres in the central Louisi-
ana delta country. Vicissitudes of weather, farming, and of the Missis-
sippi River which overflowed the lands, resulted in a breakup of the
colony within a year. The immigrants moved to cities or took to peddling
through the South.(9)

In the parishes outside Orleans records of organized Jewish activi-
ties do not begin until between two and three decades after Solis success-
fully urged his brethren to the founding of their first congregation.
Among early Jews in Caddo Parish were Marxz, Baer, Weinstock, Nathan, Weil,
Cohn, Levy,and Dreyfus.(10) Although not incorporated until March 18,
1858, (11) the Hebrew Mutual Benevolent Association was in existence at
Shreveport in December 1857, as evidenced in the purchase of an acre of
ground for an undesignated purpose by A, Heine, president.(12) On

1. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 152, pPp. 725-728;
vol, 1636, 356-359,

2: Philadelphia Occident and American Jewish Advocate, Nov. 1845,
p. 416, hereinafter cited as Occident.

3. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 152, pp. 725-728,

4, Orleans Parish, Notarial Archives, C. Pollock, notary, vol. 24, PP.
348,349,

5. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Jan. 14, 1898.

6, Orleans Parish, Mor%éEEE—Offica, Society Book, vol, 3, .p. 167,

1

8

. Heller, Jubilse, p. II.
Irma M. Isaacson, A History of Jewish Philanthropy in New Orleans,
ppe 19,20, (thesis, Howard-Tilton Memorial Library, Tulane University).,
9. Leo Shpall, "A Jewish Agricultural Colony in Louisiana," Louisiana
Historical Quarterly, ZX (1937), 821-825,

10. Shreveport Times, Centennial Edition, June 284 1935 dving 1995

11, Ta. Aui-d858, @2

12, Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vecl, L,
pPp. 2594260,
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July 17, 1858 President Heine bought a cemetery site from the City of
Shreveport, Mayor Jonas Robeson acting.(l) This cemetery was conse-
crated in 1859 when Congregation Har El (Mount of God) was formed (see
entry 5). There being no synagogue, worship was conducted in the home

of Abraham Winter, on Market and Fannin Streets.(2) The group became
Congregation B'nai Zion (Children of Zion) (see entry 5) under a charter
of April 2, 1866.(3) Dr, Max Samfield was the first settled rabbi,
coming in 1867.(4) Mrs. Marianne Baer was president of a Ladies'Hebrew
Benevolent Association formed by 15 women in 1861.(5) A second congre-
gation in Shreveport dates from about 1884 and is composed of several
early minyanin.(6) These banded as Congregation Chessed Shel Emmeth in
September 1901,(7) (see entry 19) purchased a cemetery lot,(8) and, in

a little over a year, reorganized as Congregation Agudath Achim (United
Brothers),(9) completing the synagogue in 1914.(10) In Shreveport
originated a widely followed religious liberties court suit won by Jewish
plaintiffs in 1915 with a decision enjoining the Caddo Parish School
Board from continuing Bible readings in the public schools. An appel-
late court opinion, based upon constitutional rights involving "no prefer-
ence t0....or discrimination against" any form of religious faith,
established precedent for all Louisiana.(1l)

At Monroe, in May 1859, Congregation Manasas (see entry 7) opened
negotiations for the purchase of a cemetery tract from the Vicksburg,
Shreveport and Texas Railroad. The sale was completed September 28,
1861,(12) whersupon an association was formed.(13) From that time
until 1870, worshippers gathered in various homes including that of
Gottliebe King at Wood and Jackson Streets.(l4) Congregation B'nai
Israel (Children of Israel) (sees entry 7) was incorporated on Septembor 4,

1. Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol. L,
Die OHO

2. BShreveport Times, Centennial Edition, June 28, 1935, p. 191.

3. Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol, P,
pp. 64-66,

4. Shreveport Times, Centennial Edition, June 28, 1935, p. 191.

8. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Aug. 2, 1895,

6 Shreveport Times, Centennial Edition, June 28, 1935, p, 191.

7. Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol. 28,
pP. 286,

8 ¢ WiLbadY 5 DY 694

9. Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's offics, Conveyance Record, vol, 33, p. 99.

0. Shreveport Times, Centennial Edition, June 28, 1935, p, 191,

I
=
.

Shpall, Jews, pp. 15,16; see also S. I. Herold et al. v. Parish

Board of School Dirsctors et al., Court of Appeal, Second Circuit

Court of Louisiana, #20908, for opinion of Mr. Justice Sommerville,

12. Ouachita Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol.
Py pp =D 19 /620

13, Information obtained from Isador Lisebrich, 119 DeSiard St., Monros,

June 10, 1939, by Edna E. Reid,

Information obtained from Sig Haas, Sr., 606 Riverside Drivs,

Monroe, June 10, 1939, by Edna E. Reid.
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Historical Sketch (First entry, p. 19)

1868,.(1) About 2 year later the site for a temple on Jackson Street was
acquired.(2) Beyond the ons reference no record of Congregation Manasas
has been found.

Headed by Benediet Silbernagel, 14 Jews of Bastrop on December 20,
1877 incorporated Congregation B'nai Sholom (Children of Peace)(3) (see
entry 16) and on the same day purchased a schoolhouse thers for worship,
(4) At the time 65 Jews were reported in Bastrop.(5) Later a lot on
Washington Street was acquired (6) and a brick synagogue was constructed
in 1885. The congregation lapsed in 1923 because of a decline in member-
ship.(7)

Recorded Jewish activity in Baton Rouge dates from 1858 when a
cemetory association was formed, The first interment was that of Isaac
Kahn, aged 23, a yellow fever victim, on September 11, 1858.(8) On March
15, 1859, Governor Robert C. Wickliffe signed the act incorporating the
"Hebrew Congregation of Baton Rouge" (9) (see entry 6)., Worship for a
time was in what is now the Singletary Building, Florida and Church
Streets. The small Jewish population was scattered by the War Between
the States, but in 1868 several families grouped as Congregation Shaare
Chesed (Gates of Mercy) (10) (ses entry 6), Formally organized January
29, 1871,(11) members of Shaare Chesed in September 1876 acquired a
building at Fif+th and Laurel Streets which, with exception of about two
years, 1883-85, has since been the congregation’s home.(12) The congre-
gation reincorporated under the name of B'nai Israel (Children of Israel)
(see entry 6) on August 20, 1884.(13)

Home service in St. Francisville began about 1877.(14) Temple Sinai
(ses entry 22) was organized in 1892 (15) and continued until 1905 when

1. Ouachita Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol,
R, p. 546.

2. Ouachita Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol,
Sy pJi24l,

3. Morshouse Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol.
L, ppi k2,135

4, Ibidsy p, 14,

5. American Jewish Yearbook, XVI (1914-15), 365,

6. Morehouse Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol.
N, Pps 291,292

7. Information obtained from Ferdinand Wolff, Bastrop, acting trustes,
May 24, 1939, by Katherine L, Rhodes.

8. Record of Deaths, Temple B'nai Israel (see sub-entry 6 e).

9 Dag A, 185903,

10. Baton Rouge Woman's Enterprise, Jan. 13, 1921,

11. Minute Book, Ladies' Hebrew Association (see sub-entry 83 a).

12, Bast Baton Rouge Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records,
vol. 3, p. 500; vol, 7, p. 362; vol, 8, p. 308; see also Clerk of
Court's office, Gallaugher et al, v, Hebrew Congregation, Docket Nos.
244, 363, e

13. Baton Rouge Woman's Enterprise, Jan, 13, 1921,

14. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Aug. 15, 1902,

15. Temple Sinai Record Book (see sub-entry 22 a).
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& diminishing membership resulted in cessation of activities.(1) A syna-
gogue was built in 1902.(2) Temple Sinai's spiritual leader, Rabbi
Raisin, established fortnightly circuit service at Clinton in 1904.(3)
Jewish residents later left Clinton and the cemetery there is cared for
by a New Orleans group, the Clinton Louisiana Hebrew Association, (see
entry 114) formed in 1917.(4)

In picturesque Donaldsonville the gynagogue of Congregation Bikur
Cholim (Visiting the Sick) (see entry 3) was completed in 1871 (5) and
dedicated June 9, 1872 with Rabbi H., S, Jacobs of New Orleans officiating.
(6) It was in this decade that the Jowish citizens of Ascension Parish
numbered 179,(7) The congregation had been established in 1856 and in-
corporated two years later,(8) but official data of the group's early
affairs are belisved to have been destroyed either when the Donaldson-
ville courthouse burned in 1862 (9) or in 1889 when many documents were
lost in a second fire,(10) Reorganized in 1890, (1l) members in July 1901
voted affiliation with the Union of American Hebrew Congregations.(12)

Founded at Opelousas about 1877, Congregation Gemiluth Chassodim
(Unselfish Benevolence) (ses entry 15) held services in the Masonic Hall
with visiting rabbis officiating on holy days. The congregation of Temple
Emanu'El (God with Us), (see entry 15) having completed a synagogue in
1929, absorbed the older Opslousas organization.(13)

The Hebrew Benevolent Society of Plaquemine (see entry 75) was in-
corporated by legislative act on March 20, 1856 "to acquire a templs and
establish a cemetery."(14) On April 25, 1878 a charter was issued to
Congrogation Ohavi Sholom (Lovers of Peace) (see entry 17) at Plaquemine.
(15) This congregation was active until 1932,(16)

1. St. Francisville True Democrat, Silver Anniversary Edition, Feb. 24,
1917, i

2., Corner stone of building.

3. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Nov, 25, 1904,

4. Orleans Parish, llortgage Office, Record Booky ivoly, 1212 .. Dpeidl=14,

5. Donaldsonville Chief, Nov, 2 IR S L 1

6. Ibid., June 15,71872.

7. American Jewish Yearbook, XVI (1914-1915), 365,

8. W. E. Myers, The Israelites of Louisiana, p. 128, hereinafter cited

as Myers, Israelites.
9. Ascension Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Miscellaneous Notarial

Acts, 1862-1876, vol. 3, p. 104,

10. Ascension Parish, Police Jury, Minutes, 1889-1900, p. 22,

11. Myers, Israslites, p, 128,

12. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, July 19, 1901.

13, Information obtained from Julius Stander, Temple Emanu'El president,
Opelousas, 1939, by Marselle C. Saucier.

14, Ta,iA4011866, #1784

15. 1Iberville Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Miscellaneous Acts, vol,
3, entry 797,

16, Information obtained from Victor Heuman, Plaquemine, July 20, 1939,
by Thomas §. Chapman.
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Historical Sketch ' (First entry, p. 19)

Thirty years after the incorporation (1818) of the Red River town of
Alexandria (1) a mere handful of Jews had settled there; by 1854, however,
the colony had increased to 30 members but services were still held in
private homes. In that year the corpse of an “unknown Jew" was brought
o0 Alexandria. Hurriedly the 30 members subscribed to a fund; a Hebrew
Benevolent Association (see entry 8) was formed and a cemetery plot across
the river in Pineville was purchased.(2) Alexandria is the only city of
the first class in the nation which has no cemetery within corporate
limits; all burials are in Pineville.(3) This first interment was on
November 25, 1854,(4) A congregation was established in 1861 and for
several years Henry Sackman was religious leader. In 1875 Rev. Marx Klein
was elected first rabbi.(5) The group was named Congregation Gemiluth
Chassodim (Unselfish Benevolence) (see entry 8) and worshipped in a syna-
gogue at Fisk and Third Streets. On this site, covering half of a city
block and purchased November 23, 1869 by the benevelent society, is located
the present temple which by 1909 had replaced the earlier building.(6)
Alexandria has a second congregation, Temple B'nai Israel (Sons of Israel)
(see entry 29) which was chartered December 9, 1913.(7) This followed
some differences of doctrinal opinion which caused a portion of Congrega-
tion Gemiluth Chassodim to separate.(8)

In Lafayette Alexandre Mouton, a prominent Acadian,(9) on February
12, 1869 gave a plot for burial purposes to Jewish residents of the
town.(10) Established in 1869, Cemetery Manachim Aveilim (Comforting
the Mourners) (see entry 44) was not incorporated until April 1890.(11)
A status of Mouton has been erec¢ted in this cemetery. Among other dona-
tions to Lafayette religious bodies, Mouton in 1881 gave a site for a
Jewish synagogue.(12) By 1883 Congregation Rodeph Sholom (Seekers of

1. TLa. A,,; 1818, pps loo=i0dsy

2. Congregation Gemiluth Chassodim, Program of Seventy-fifth Anniversa-
ry, Dec. 4, 5, 6, 1936, copy in STatewide Records Project offics,
hereinafter cited as Seventy-fifth Anniversary.

3. Rex Laney, ed., This is Louisiana, State Department of Commerce and
Industry, Tourist Bureau, 1940, p. 160.

4, Interment Record, Cemetery Gemiluth Chassodim (see sub-entry 37 a)u

5. Seventy-fifth Anniversary.

6. Rapides Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol. Y ¥,
pp. 9,10; see also Conveyance Record, vol. B, pp. 472-47%, and vol.
X X, pp. 638,639 for original land purchase and congregation charter.

7. Rapides Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Charter Book, vol. 1, p. 146.

8. Information obtained from Meyer Kaplan, 1025 Second St., Alexandria,
May 15, 1939, by Marion H. Pagse.

9. Henry E. Chambers, A History of Louisiana, I, 587-589, hereinafter
cited as Chambers, Louisiana. (Mouton was Democratic governor of
Louisiana from 1843 to 1846, and later presided at the Louisiana
Secession Convention in 1861).

10. Rafayette Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Donation Book, vol. 1,
pp. 125,126; Notarial Acts, vol. 13, entry 5052,

11, Lafayette Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Miscellaneous Record,
Book T, entry 13471.

12, Lafayette Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, Book
S, entry 10575,
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Peace) (see entry 18) had erected a synagogue.(l) At nearby Crowley in
1902 Congregation Emanu'El (God With Us) (see entry 18) was founded.
Services were conducted in the Masonic Hall, but & diminishing member-
ship several years ago promptsd consolidation with the Lafayette congre-
getion.(2) Residents of Rayne also are members of this jeint group.(3)

Temple Sinai in Lake Charles (ses entry 23) was dedicated November
20, 1904.(4) The congregation was not chartersd until June 105 1907565 )
but affairs had been administered by the Lake Charles Hebrew Bensvolent
Association (see entyr 98) organized between October 1902 and the follow-
ing January.(6) However, the history of the temple extends back to 1895,

Meetings first were held in Enterprise Hall on Broad Street, later in the
Masonic Hall,(7)

Jewish activities began in Morgan Gity about the time of the War
Between the States. Chief among the founders of Shaarey Zedek '(Gates of
Righteousness) (see entry 12) was Leopold Loeb, a Bavarian whosse leadsr-
ship continued over half a2 century., The first synagogue was built in
1875. The first settled leader, Rabbi Lewenstein, and his family, were
yellow fever victims in 1878.(8)

After about two years worship in homes, Congregation Beth El
(House of God) in Bogalusa (see entry 32) was chartered June 28, 1922,
(9) Land was donated by a lumber company (10) on which a synagogue was
erected in 1923 (11) and dedicated at exercises on February 22, 1925 in
which Rabbis Max Heller, M. H. Goldberg, M. Silber, and H. Raphasl Gold,
of New Orleans, participated,(12)

1. Information obtained from Mrs. Nsthan Abramson, Gen. Gardiner St.,
Lafayette, August 30, 1939, by Willis P. Knight,

2. Information obtained from A. Kaplan, €rowley, July 21, 1939, by
Joseph V, Hanley.

3. Information obtained from Julian Kahn, Rayne, July 21, 1939, by
Wilton P, Ledet.

4. Iake Charles American, Nov. 21, 1904,

5. Calcasieu Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Mortgage Record, vol, 22
Ds 289,

6. Mayo Title Guaranty, Inc., Lake Charles, La., Index to Charters.
(Parish charter records for this period destroyed in Calcasieu
Parish courthouse fire in 1910). '

7. Information obtained from E. R. Kaufman, acting leader, Charleston
Hotel, Lake Charles, Dec. 4, 1940, by Rose M, Commander.
8. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Aug. 20, 1902.
9. Washington Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Charter Book, vol, 1,
p. 179, entry 89.
10. Washington Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol.
43, pe. 551, entry 454.
11, Corner stone of building.
12. Temple Beth El, Synagogue Dedication Program, copy in Statewide
Records Project office.
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Historical Sketch (First entry, p. 19)

Organized May 20, 1897 with Leopold Levy as president, Congregation
Schangary Tefilotts (Gates of Prayer) (see entry 25) at New Iberia (1)
within three months had purchased a lot,(2) but a synagogus was not
completed until 1904.(3) Prior services were in the Masonic Hall. There
are about 100 persons in the community. The group, affiliated with the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations in November 1939, has never had
a resident rabbi,(4)

Eighteen Jews of Natchitoches were granted a charter on March 30,
1871 for the B'nai Israel (Sons of Israel) Association which handled
affairs for the cemetery there.(5) The group purchased a church in 1904
and finally dissolved in 1924, There were about 25 members in the con-
gregation which never had a settled rabbi.(6) First interments in the
cemetery were made just after the War Between tha States. (7)

0f the individuals in the history of Louisiana Jewry Judah Touro
has been called the outstanding personality. Born at Newport, R. I.,
the son of a rabbi, (8) he came to New Orleans in 1802 (9) to engage in
+the mercantile business, dealing especially in imports from New England,
a course which, supplemented by real estete investments, led to his be=-
coming one of Louisiana's wealthiest men,(10) With British troops at
New Orleans' door in the concluding months of the War of 1812, Touro
volunteered and was attached to the militia., On January 1, 1815 while
acting as ammunition carrier he was hit by a shell and desperately
wounded,.(11) Touro was one of the casualty list of eight killed and 13
wounded subsequently reported by Andrew Jackson.(1l2) He was found by a
friend, Rezin Davis Shepherd, who carried him to the city for surgical
aid (13) thus cementing an association which four decades later resulted
in Touro's designation of Shepherd as universal legatee and executor of

1. TIberia Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Miscellanesous Docket Book 3,
pPp. 260-263.

2+ Iberia Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Book, vol.35, p.1ll,

3. New Iberia Weekly Iberian, Aug. 27, 1904.

4, Information obtained from Mrs. Henry Meyer, New Iberia, Sept. 6,
1940, by B. L, Mestayer.

5. nlhawylly, 4871 #4785

6, Information obtained from Dr. Robert J. Phillips, Natchitoches,
July 20, 1939, by Willard L. Cobb.

7. Information obtained from Miss Augusta Nelken, Natchitoches,
July 20, 1939, by Willard L. Cobb.

8. Morris A Gutsteln, “"The Life of Judah Touro," Boston Jewish Advo-
cate, Apr. 12, 1935, hereinafter cited as Guistein, " Judah Touro,"

9. New Orleans Dally Delta, Jan, 20, 1854,

10. Gutstein, "Judah Touro,"

11, New Orleans Daily Delta, Jan. 20, 1854.

12, Chambers, Loulsiana, 1, 535-537,

13, James A, Renshaw, "Judah Touro," Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XI
(1928), 71, hereinafter cited as Renshaw, “Touro.’
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the Touro holdings, willed principally to philanthropic purposes.(1)

A man of strange habits and modest reserve, his participation in the
fighting at Chalmette marked the only time, after his arrival in New
Orleans, that he ever passed beyond the city's limits. Begeuse a beloved
brother was injured in a carriage accident Touro would never go anywhere
by vehicle. A shipowner, hs would not go aboard because of a rough
voyage encountered en route to Louisiana.(2) Although his will provided
bequests, described as "tokens of esteen," to several women, wives of
friends, the man drew a line strictly apart from feminine association

and died a bachelor.(3) He willed more than $1,000,000 for religious and
benevolent use, there being 65 different bequests to organizations and
individuals throughout the nation.(4) He gave a lot and church building
at Canal and Bourbon Streets in New Orleans to the Congregation Dispersed
of Judah,(5) one of the forsrunners of Touro Synagogue (6) (see entry 1).
This property he had acquired from Christ Episcopal Church, the city's
tirst Protestant group, in which he was a pewholder.(7) He also founded
Touro Infirmary (see entry 69) in New Orleans.(8) Among other assistances,
he set aside a fund for an almshouse which, although incorporated in
1855,(9) was not built until the War Between the States era., It was then
burned by Federal troops,(10) and finally emerged as the Touro-Shakspeare
Home of the present,(11l) constructed in 1933. Prior to his death, January
18, 1854,(13) Touro was honored by an inscription on a tablet at the memo-
rial because of a donation assuring completion of the Bunker Hill monument
in Massachusetts. The tribute was phrased by Daniel Webstser, John Quincy
Adams, Edward Bverett, Joseph Story, and Franklin Dexter.(14)

Outstanding among the Jews of Louisiana was Judah Philip Benjamin,
known as "the brains of the Confederacy." He was born on August 6, 1811,
on the Danish West Indian Island of St. Croix. According to tradition,
his parents came from England aznd were British sub jects, The Benjamins
migrated to Charleston, S. C.,, after the close of the war of 1812.

1. Orleans Parish, Archives of Civil District Court, Will Book, vol.
9, pp. 488-496, hereinafter cited as Touro Will,
. New Orleans Daily Delta, Jan. 20, 1854,
Renshaw, "Touro," pp. 69, 82,83.
Touro Will,
Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 6, pp. 651-653.
Hudredth Anniversary, Touro Synagogus, 1828-1928, p. 20 (Copy in
Statewide Records Project office), hereinafter cited as Hundredth
Anniversary.
7. Georgia Fairbanks Taylor, "The Barly History of the Episcopal
Church in New Orleans, 1805-1840," Louisiana Historical Quarterly,
XXIT (1939), 428,429,
8. QOccident, May 1852, p. 171.
Qe Las AL, 1855 (/8134
10. Goodspesd Publishing Company, Biographical and Historical Memoirs
of Louisiana, I, 152. S
11. Renshaw, "Touro," pp. 76,77.
12. New Orleans Stetes, Mar. 4, 1941.
13. New Orleans Daily Delta, Jan, 20, 1854,
14, Heller, Jubilee, p. 14.

O W
e oS

o
.

Hist

Juda
leav
cial
and
coll
Deci
sarl
sta
10
In t
defe
Sene
the
Loua
ed ]
yeal
quiz
regi
figl
gave
yell
run
rive
phas
of. ]
he

con:
Sci
Noxr
tio:
Sta:
tar;
he 1

=
°

2Vl
.

090w w




atch

)

(5]

\N
eloved
where

vided
of

on

us and
and
lding
persed
gy e )
y's
unded
stances,
n

s then
speare
January
5 memo-
onument
Juincy

nin,
18711 %
Lon,
1ins

A -

Historical Sketch (First entry, p. 19)

Judah attended Fayetteville Academy in North Carolina and Yale University,
leaving the latter institution in his junior year becauss of family finan-
cial conditions. In 1828 he migrated to New Orleans.(l) He studied law
and was admitted to the Louisiana Bar in 1833. In the following year in
collaboration with Thomas Slidell he published a Digest of the Reportsed
Decisions of the Late Territory of Orleans and of thse Supreme Court, the
sarliest digest of Louisiana law. He served in the lower house of the
state legislature, in two state constitutional conventions (1845,1852),

in the state senate, and from 1853 to 1861 in the United States Senate.

In this latter body on December 3, 1860, he delivered a memorable speech
defending the Scuth's position on states' rights. He resigned from the
Senate on February 4, 1861, following the secession of Louisiana.(2) 1In
the constitutional convention of 1845 Benjamin advocated a provision that
Louisiana governors should be natives of the United States.(3) Hs succeed=-
ed partially, it being stipulated that a governor should be a citizen 15
years and a Louisiana resident for an equal number of years.(4) This re-
gquirement since has been reduced to 10 years,(ﬁ) Another reform, that of
registration of voters, went against Benjamin in 1845, but he kept up the
fight ard the provision was made in 1852.(6) He championed frese schools,
gave lectures the proceeds of which he donated to aid in the fight against
yellow fever, urged formation of the old University of Louisiana (fore-
runner of Tulane University), and interested himself in development of
river and rail transportation throughout the state.(7) A little publicized
phase of Benjamin's activities was his plantation lifs., He was part owner
of Bellechasse in Plaquemines Parish, a few miles below New Orleans. Thers
he experimented with the growing of sugar cane and in irrigation and soil
conservation. He was successful in new methods of rsefining sugar with
scientific apparatus he brought from France, and, in association with
Norbert Rillieux, Benjamin is credited with evolving the multiple svapora-
tion system in sugar making.(8) With the gstablishment of the Confederate
States of America, Benjamin became successively attorney general, secre-
tary of war, and, finally, secretary of state. After the close of the war
he made his way to England. Therse, at the age of 55, he began the study

1, Louis Gruss, “Judah Philip Benjamin," Louisiana Historical Quarterly,
XIX (1936), 970, hereinafter cited as Gruss, "Benjamin." See also
Louisiana State Museum, The Life of Judah Philip Benjamin p. G Iy
the stetement that Judah Philip Benjemin was born on the island of
St. Thomas, and that his father was born in London and his mother

was a Portuguese.

2. Louisiana W. P. A, Writers' Program, Louisiana: A Guide to the
State, pp. 559,560. o S e—

3. The National Cyclopedia of American Biography, IV 286

4. “Ia. Const., 1845, Title 35 Art. 39%

5. hay Bonsbiy H928 Ui Awt, 3 ,liSecy e

6. Gruss, "Benjamin," 981, See also La. Const. 1852, Title 2, Art. 2.

7. Gruss, "Benjamin," 982-988.

8. Louisiana State Museum, The Life of Judah Philip Benjamin, pp. 15,16,

hereinafter cited as Louisiana State Museum, Benjamin. For an expla-
nation of the multiple evaporation system and its advantages, see
Judah P. Benjemin, "Louisiana Sugar," De Bow's Review, II (1846),

Pp. 322-325,
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of English law practice in Lincoln's Inn. In 1872 he was made Queen's :Zzi
Counsel with a clientele not excesded by any other member of the English ;omp
bar, He died in Paris in 1884,(1) During the administration of Presi- s
dent Fillmore (1850-53), Benjamin was offered a seat on the United States Bad
Supreme Court but he dec¢lined to accept it, By a quirk of fate the man

who accepted the nomination subsequently handed down the decision which
lost for Benjamin one of his celebrated cases, that of the John McDonogh

will, after Benjamin had broken the instrument in the lower courts. Some ggii
of his contentions in this were upheld, however, hastening distribution Mo
of funds for schools.(2) Hyan
iy Rdst : ; : Newn
Louisiana Jews have been represented in military affairs. Maurice Orle
Barnett, who saw service under Napoleon,(3) and S. Cohen both fought A
under General Jackson in defense of New Orleans. Cohen, a member of the N
Plauche company which raced from Spanish Fort into New Orleans in +time et
to join the march to Chalmette, was officially designated as "marechal e
des logis, Compagnie des Dragons a Pied."(4) B
An adventurous spirit was Captain Adolphus Sterne who came to Louisi- i
ana in 1828 at the age of 16,(5) When Texas began its war of independence
with Mexzico, Sterne mustered a company of riflemen, the New Orleans Grays, i}
and took them into the conflict. He was not at the Alamo to fall with anl'
some of the Grays,(6) having besn advanced in rank and assigned elsewhsre Fea
because of his fluency in Spanish and several Indian dialects, On Texas Sl
independence Sterne occupied high positions in the infant republic, served e
in its congress, and later returned to New Orleans where he died in 1852, tor
Albert Emanuel, an Orleanian, saw fighting at San Jacinto. Ma jor Leon Dyer S0
left a militia post in New Orleans to enlist under General Tom Green e
during the Texan war of independence, Jacob de Cordova went from Louisi-
ana to Galveston whers he founded several newspapers, was elected to the
legislature after annexation, and in 1849 laid out the city of Waco.(7) e
i
During the War Between the States Jews from Louisiana served in the
Confederate forces, On file with the Louisiana Histprical Association, Con- 25
federate Memorial Hall, 929 Camp Street, New Orleans , is a list of 153 Jew-
ish officers and men who saw service under the Stars and Bars. Its complete- 3k
ness is undetermined. Of those named, 26 were killed in action. There were
28 commissioned officers, 18 with warrants as noncommissioned officers, and 4,
107 privates. Lt. Joseph Levy, killed in a charge at Shiloh, Bugens Levy, 5,
woulded at Gettysburg, and Julius Levy were brothers who voluntesred in the
Dreux Battery. Benjamin F, Jonas, in later years a United States Senator, was
6.
T
T 8.
1. The National Cyclopedia of American Biography, BV 285% See also Gl
Pierce Butler, Judah P. §Ehjamin, pp. 363-379.
2. Gruss, "Benjamin," 989-992, 10,
3. Heller, Jubiles, p. 124, nots 7.
4, New Orleans Times-Democrat, Dec, 30, 1914, o
5. Peter Wiernik, History of the Jews in America, pp. 158-163, hereinafter 100
cited as Wiernik, Histo??.__— by
60

James A, Winston, "New Orleans and the Texas Revolution," Louisiana
Historical Quarterly, X (1927), 335.
7. Wiernik, History, pp. 158-163,
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Historical Sketch / (First entry, p. 19)

attachaed to Fenner's Battery.(l) Jonas was one of five brothers who
went to war, three in Mississippi units and the fifth with an Illinois
company on the Federal side.(2) Isaac Levy, of Pointe Coupee Parish,
was a staff officer, First Division, Western Department.(3) Colonel
E. I. Kursheedt was an officer in the Washington Artillery.(4)

Born at 910 Royal Street, New Orleans, Alice Heine was the first and
only Louisiana woman to marry a reigning sovereign and occupy a real
throne.(5) The daughter of a banking family, she was wedded to Albert of
Monaco whose ancestors ruled that principality from A. D. 968.(6) Henry
Hyams served his state, 1856-60, as lieutenant govarnor.(7) Isidore
Newman, 1839-1909, first established in Catahoula Parish, later in New
Orleans, is remembered for civic and philanthropic work, including gifts
+o0 the Jewish Children's Home (see entry 72) and establishment of Isidore
Newman School (see entry 103). Isaac Delgado, 1839-1912, was a charter
member of the Louisiana Sugar Exchange. His contributions created an art
museum, 2 memorial building at Charity Hospital, and a trades school, all
bearing his neme.(8) The Isaac Delgado Museum of Art was opened December
16, 1911 in City Park, New Orleans.(9)

The imprint of Jewish influence on Louisiana culture and the arts
is by no means lacking. In 1811 Boenjamin Levy had a bookstore in New
Orleans and four years beforo, Judah Touro had brought to the state, among
other books, "700 volumes, novels of the latest authors."(10) Touro was
chief sponsor of the Touro Free Library Society, incorporated in 1824, (11)
which maintained a collection of books, open to the public, at the Presby-
terian Church until 1838.(12) Levy's bookstore, at Chartres and Bienville
Streets, was still operating in 1832, At this time Sir Walter Scott was
much in vogue with New Orleans readers and Levy advertised "latest Waverly

1. Jewish Soldiers in the Confederate Army, Louisiana (Anonymous manu-
script in the Confederate Memorial Hall, New Orleans).

2. Mississippi Historical Records Survey, Inventory of Church Archives
of Mississippi: Jewish Congregations and Organizations, p. 3.

3. U. S. Govermnment Printing Office, List of Staff Officers of the Con-
foderate States, 1861-1865 (Copy &t Howard-Tilton Memorial Libraery).

4, Heller, Jubiles, p. 40,

5, John S. Kendald, "01d New Orlsans Houses and Some of the People Who
Lived in Them," Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XX (1937), 808, here-
inafter cited as Kendall, "Houses."

6. Heller, Jubilee, p. 25,

To i :Shpally Fows, py 9.

8. 1Ibid,, pp. 43,44.

9. Ben Barl Looney, "Historical Sketch of Art in Louisiana," Louisiana
Historical Quarterly, XXIII (1936), 389.

10, Philip McCutcheon, "Books and Booksellers in New Orleans, 1730-1830,"
Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XX (1937), 611,

11. Ia. A., 1824, pp. 158-164,

12, Philip McCutcheon, "Libraries in New Orleaus, 1771-1833," Louisiana
Historical Quarterly, XX (1937), 157,
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novels," including Ivanhos and The Talisman in Spanish translation, and
The Lay of The Last Minstrel in Russian.(l) Samuel Harby, a scholarly
writer from South Carolina, was an editor of the New Orleans Bes in the
1840's, and Joseph Cohn, who came from Hamburg, was founder of Deutsche
Zeitung, influential German language newspaper which began a long carser
in 1847.(2) On April 8, 1855, 27 young Israelites of New Orleans founded
the Young Men's Literary Association (see entry 73), Ferdinand A. Haber
was president.(3) Dr. I. L. Crawcour, of the faculty of the New Orleans
School of Medicine,(4) was one of the first lecturers before the club,
his subject, natural sciences.(5) The Harmony Club (ses entry 79) was a
later group of this variety, incorporated as such Apriily 13 18801:(6)

It was the outgrowth of the old Deutsche Company and the Young Bachelors'
Club, composed of young Jews associated for cultural, literary and social
advancement.(7) The Deutsche Company was organized on April 1, 1863.
Clubrooms were on Common Street where a circulating library was maintained;
dramatic and singing sections were formed.(8) The name Harmony Club was
adopted with the merger which came in 1872.(9) The club had homes in
several locations, one adjoining the old Boston Club on Ganal Street near
Carondelet Street.(10) During the presidency of Judge I. D. Moore, of
the Court of Appeal, the 250 members occupied palatial quarters at St.
Charles and Jackson Avenues in 1897.(11) This property was sold to the
Standard 0il Company of Louisiana in 1923 for $170,000.(12) The club was
dissolved in 1930,.(13)

Recognized for familiarity with all phases of the law, the sciences,
history, commerce, literature, political economy, and politics, (14) JTudah
P. Benjamin's ﬂ Treajisa on the Law of the Sale ££ Personal Property

1., Harcld F. Bogner, "Sir Walter Scott in New Orleans, 1818-1832,"
Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XXI (1938), 447-454,

2. John S, Kendall, "The Foreign Language Press of New Orleans,"
Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XII (1929), 374; Historical Records
Survey, Louisiana Newspapers, 1794-1940,

3. Oceident, July 1855, p, 198.

4., L. Graham, comp,, Graham's Crescent City Directory, 1867, p, 148,

5. Occident, August 1855, p. 245,

6. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, yol. 152, pp. 433-435,

7., William Head Coleman, Historical Sketeh Book and Guide to New
Orleans and Environs, pp. 101, 102, hereinafter cited as Coleman,
Guide,” &

8. Souvenir of Harmony Club, New Orleans, 1897, p. 43 (Copy at Howard-
Tilton Memorial Library). )

9. Myers, Israslites, p. 60,

10, W. B. Myers, Guide Book +o the City of New Orleans, Louisiana, p. 23.

11l¢. Myersy Israslites, D, 602" Thow 7. ek 3

12, Resolution adopted by the Board of Managers of the Harmony Club,
Feb, 1%, 1923 (Copy in Statewide Records Projest office).

13, Information obtained from Felix Dreyfous, last president, 1818 Canal
Bank Building, New Orleans, Oct, 18, 1939, by Verdie Gomez.

14, Louisiana State Museum, Benjamin, P, 8.
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Historical Sketch (First entry, p. 19)

remains an international authority; his 1860 congressional speech has
been called "the ablest statement of the southern cause to be found."(1)
Born on North Rampart Street next door to the old Gates of Mercy Syna-
gogue,(2) (see entry 1) Louis Moreau Gottschalk, 1829-69, composer and
pianist, attained world-wids fame at the age of 16.(3) Another inter-
nationalist in the arts was Adah Isaacs Menken, actress, writer of poems,
vocalist, danseuse and friend of Dickens, Dumas, Swinburne and other
literary luminaries. Native of New Orleans, she died in Paris in 1868
still in her early thirties, La Menken was acclaimed chiefly for her in-
terpretation of the title role in Mazeppe which gave the play sufficient
fame to keep it before the public on both sides of the Atlantic for some
30 years,(4)

Rabbi James Koppel Gutheim published Temple Pulpit, a collesction of
addresses and sermons, besides contributing to periodicals in America
and abroad, He was a supervisor of the Hebrew Educational Society (see
entry 81) in New Orleans.(5) When Rabbi Gutheim came to Louisiana in
the middle of the last century, he was one of the five rabbis in America
who had full command of the English language. Outstanding was his trans-
lation of the fourth volume of Graetz's History of the Jews.(6) Rabbi
Max Heller authored numerous papers, for several years edited the New
Orleans Jewish Ledger, and was professor of Hebrew and Hebrew literature
at Tulane Univorsity.(7)

Rebbi Moses H, Goldberg has been desecribed as the dean of Orthodox
rabbis in Louisiana, He was steeped in Talmudic and rabbinical lors.(8)
Born in Poland, he attended several celebrated yeshivas. At the age of
13, he left the parental home in 1898 to pursue studies in the Province
of Pinsk. In 1904 he married the daughter of Nathan Rubin, a recognized
Polish scholar, The following year, on January 8th, he was ordained.
Relatives of his wife preceded Rabbi Goldberg to America and had settled
in New Orleans. When the rabbi came to America shortly after ordination

1. Clarke F, Ansley, ed., The Columbia Encyclopedia, p. 170,

2. Kendall, "Houses," 802.

3. Shpall, Jews, p. 41.

4, John S. Kendall, "The World's Delight, The Story of Adah Isaacs
Menken," Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XXI (1938), 846-868.,

5., Leo Shpall, "Rabbi James Koppel Guttheim," Louisiana Historical

Quarterly, XXII (1939), 168,169, hereinafter cited as Shpall,
"Guttheim." Shpall uses the spelling "Guttheim.” Other authorities
use the single "t", e. g., notarial documents, Charter, Touro Infirm-
ary, Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Society Book, vol. 3, p. 185,
and the daily press of the time, New Orleans Daily Picayune, July 23,
1850; New Orleans Crescent, May 21, 1868,

6. Heller, Jubiles, pp. 49-51.

7. James A, Renshaw, et al., "In Memoriam, Dr. Max Heller,
Historical Quarterly, XII (1929), 461-463.

8. Rose Brener, The Jewish Community of New Orleans, p. 2 (Manuscript
in Statewide Records Project office).

" Louisiana
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it was his plan to take up wood turning and carpentry as a means of live- Menmn!
lihood, This he began in New York City, the meanwhile studying the aff:
Bnglish language. However, on organization of Congregation Beth Israel in
in New Orleans, the relatives informed him that there was no Orthodox proj
rabbi in the city. This prompted Rabbi Goldberg to come to Louisiana and 15

resume his first calling., He arrived in New Orleans in June 1905.(1)

A letter dated February 11, 1906 signed by J. D, Dresner and I. L. Haspel,
president and seeretary of Congregation Beth Israsl, notified Rabbi
Goldberg that, being without a spiritual adviser, the congregation needed
the "leadership of one possessed of the qualifications of Rabbi Moses H.
Goldberg."(2) Rabbi Goldberg at one time served all of the Orthodox
groups in New Orleans. These included Congregation Chevra Thilim (see
entry 13), Congregation Agudath Achim Anshe Sfard (see entry 24) and
several minyanin under Congregation Agudath Hakehilloth (see entry 28).
Rabbi Goldberg was born Moses H. Gelbord. He was naturalized in 1913,
and his name was formally changed at that time, although he had adopted
"Goldberg" on arrival in the United States,(3) His death occurred
Januvary 6, 1940.(4)

From small communities in the first half of the nineteenth century
such as 125 Jewish families in New Orleans in 1843,(5) and 30 individuals
in Alexandria by 1854,(6) Louisiana's Jewish population, swelled by immi-
gration from Germany, Holland, England, and Jamaica and by migration from
Charleston, S. C.,, Cincinnati, and Baltimore,(7) was 7,538 in 1877. The
total increased to 20,000 in the next 20 years, but by 1917 it had de-
creased to 12,723 persons,.(8) 1In 1937 it was put at 15,935.(9) Distri-
bution in 1877 showed Alexandria with 206 Jews, Bastrop 65, Baton Rouge
94, Donaldsonville 179, Monroe 128, Shreveport 900, and New Orleans
5,000, the latter two estimated.(10) Percentages of the state population
in 1897, 1917, and 1937 were 1,61, 0.68, and 0.75, respectively.(1ll)

The 1937 percentage compares with 3,74 percent for the entire nation and
0.65 in the south.(12) Most recent tables show New Orleans still the
largest center in Louisiana with 8,700 Jewish residents, Shreveport with
2,180, Baton Rouge with 590, Alexandria with 585, and Monroe with 520,

Jews in groups of ten or more reside in 43 other Louisiana communities,(13)

1, Information obtained from Rabbi Moses H. Goldberg, June 15, 1939,
by Josephine Pulley.

Copy of letter on file in Statewide Records Project office.
Information obtained from Rabbi Moses H. Goldberg, June 16, 1939,
by Josephine Pulley.

w N
. .

4. New Orleans Times Picayune, Jan. 7, 1940.

5. Occident, Oct, 1843, p, 352,

6. Seventy-fifth Anniversary.

7., TIsaac Markens, Hebrews in America, pp. 89-92, —
8. American Jewish Yearbook, XXX (1928-29), 185,

9. Tbid., XLI (1939-40), 185. iy
10, Ibid., XXVI (1914-15), 365.
1l. TIbid., XXX (1928-29), 172; XLI (1939-40), 185. s

12, Tbid., XLI (1939-40), 181-186,
13 /Tbid.y XLII (1940-41), 246,
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' live- Membership of 13,464 in 21 congregations ranks the state sixth in church
) affiliates of this faith from Virginia to Texas. There are 1,134 pupils
srael in 11 Sabbath Schools.(l) With the exception of Texas, Louisiana church
lox property is valued highest among the 14 southern and southwestern states,
na and 15 of the 23 synagogues reporting an aggregate of $1,300,677.00.(2)
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Congregations, Bulletin 72, p. 3.
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GULF OF MEXICO

INVENTORY OF THE ARCHIVES OF JEWISH CONGREGATIONS IN LOUISIANA

1, CONGREGATION TOURO SYNAGOGUE, 1828--, 4238 St., Charles Avenus,
New Orleans, Orleans Parish.
Reform,

Oldest of the Jewish congregations in New Orleans, Touro Synagogue
(1) was incorporated March 25, 1828,(2) 1In 1824 efforts had been made to
found a congregation but they were unsuccessful,(3) Originally called
Shangari Chassed (Gates of Mercy),(4) the group was composed of German
and Portuguese Jews.(5) Worship was after the German custom, Rites
wore held in a single room and the location changed from time to time
until 1845, according to an old parchment removed from the corner stone
of Gates of Mercy Synagogue on North Rampart Street, (6)

One of the founders was Jacob da Silva Solis, New York merchant, who
was in New Orleans on a visit late in 1827, Solis authored the consti-
tution. Manis Jacobs was the first president.(7) The first charter
being for a period of 25 years only, the congregation reincorporated by
enrollment of a perpetual charter on March 5, 1853,(8) These original
documents were destroyed when the capitol was burned in 1862 during the
War Between the States.(9)

In the summer of 1843 members decided to acquire their own synagogue.
About 125 Jewish families lived in New Orleans then. Benjamin Florance
headed a committee to raise funds,{(10) Within two years a North Rampart
Street lot had been purchased for $4,200 and "a small plain building
converted into a synagogus." (11) The sité was between St. Lolis and Conti
Streets.(12)

Little has been recorded of the early ministry. A birth record of
March 16, 1833 bears the name of Rev, Joseph Ben Wolf, A marriage
certificate dated October 9, 1839 attests that David Peixotto and
Caroline Solomon were wedded by A, I, Roley Marks who signed himself
"Rector,"(13) Marks is recorded as the first settled rabbi at Gates of
Mercy.(14) Rabbi Marks also served as the captain of a fire company and
was an actor at the American Theater,(15)

Meantime those Gates of Mercy members, reared in the Portuguese

Shpall, "First Synagogue," 519,520,

1!

2., la, A., 1828, #84.

3. Shpall, Jews, p. 8; Heller, Jubiles, p. 2.
4, La, A,, 1828, #84,

5, Shpall, Jews, p. 40.

6. Hundredth Anniversary, p. 5.

7. Shpall, "First synagogue, pp. 520-530,

8¢ Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 1536, pp. 356-359,
9. Myers, Israelites, p. 40.
10. Occident, Oct, 1843, p., 352,
11, Hundredth Anniversary, p. .
12, Myers, Israelites, p. 40.

13, Hundredth Anniversary, p. 8.

B4, o Ib3Qucip. T
15, Heller, Jubilee, p. 3.
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(1) Archives of Congregations

custom of worship, preserved fealty to their ritual and, whenever the
occasion offered, assembled their own group. Such a meeting took place
on the Jewish New Year of 1845, in the home of E. L. Andrews on Camp
Street. E. J. Solomon, a captain in the U. S. Army, acted as chazan,
The gathering served as an incentive and within a few weeks a separate
congregation was formed.(l) Linfuzoth Yehudah (Dispersed of Judah) was
the name chosen.(2) @ershom Kursheedt was elected president, and there
were 34 signers to the constitution.(3) A charter was approved June 11,
1847.(4)

By 1849 the German congregation had a membership of 200; in 1850
the Portuguese group numbered 40,(5) Rebbi James Koppel Gutheim had
been selected by the former congregation and was preaching in German and
Bnglish.(6) Rabbi Gutheim was born in Meune, Westphalia, Germany, Novem-
ber 15, 1817, Having received his training at Teachers' Seminary,
Meunster, he came to the United States in 1843, and followed mercantile
pursuits until 1846 when he became rabbi of a Cincinnati congregation,
Having come to Gates of Mercy in 1849, he resigned in 1853 to serve
Dispersed of Judah., 1In 1868 he accepted a New York City rabbinate, but
1872 saw him return to Temple Sinai (see entry 9) in New Orleans, where
he died, June 11, 1886, A scholar, he supervised the Hebrew Educational
Society (see entry 8l), and served as vice president of the New Orleans
Board of Bducation. The legislature adjourned for his funeral and the
governor was among the pallbearers.(7)

During the summer of 1847 Judsh Touro announced his intention of
presenting to the Portuguese Congregation Dispersed of Judah a church
edifice formerly used by the Episcopalians,(8) This property, known as
Christ Church, located at Canal and Bourbon Streets, had been acquired
by Touro May 15, 1846.(9) Its plans had been drawn by James Gallier,
the elder. The building, an example of the Greek revival in architec-
ture, had six fluted columns topped with Ionic capitals, forming 2
portico across the front, Building started in 1835 and took two years
at a cost of $70,000.(10) The New Orleans States of April 29, 1940 set
cost at $44,000.

By a notarial act, Touro completed his gift on February 1, 1850,
consigning the building's use in perpetuity to "services in conformity
with manners and customs of Spanish and Portuguese Jews."(1l1)

1, Myers, Israslites, pp. 40,41,

2. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 152, pp. 725-728,
3. Occident, Nov., 1845, p, 416,

4, Myers, Israelites, p. 41l.

5. Heller, Jubiles, p. 4.

63 Ibidsy pPpw Dy6s

7. Shpall, "Guttheim," 167-169.

8

9

« Occident, July 1847, p. 275,
. ™ater History of Christ Church, New Orleans," The Diocese of
Louisiana, XXX (1925), 31.
10, Nathaniel Cortlandt Curtis, New Orleans, Its 01d Houses, Shops and
Buildings, pe 206, i g g :
11, Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 6, pp. 244,245,
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Archives of Congregations (1)

Rebbi Moses N. Nathan, of Jamaica, was the first spiritual leader of Con-
gregation Dispersed of Judah,(1) Consecration services were held May 14,
1850;(2) they included the laying of a mamorial stone by Touro himself,
An organ was played.(3) Touro's donation had included all fixtures ex-
cept this organ, which was "to remesin at the disposal" of the donor.(4)
In conformity with Touro's Orthodox views, the instrument was never used
again, according to the late Rabbi I, L. Leucht.(5)

In the fall of 1850 the first Jewish Sabbath School in New Orleans
was organized by the women of the Portuguese congregation with Mrs.
Benjamin Florance as superintendent,.(6)

The growth of the German Congregation Gates of Mercy during this
period suggested a new synagogue. During construction, worship was held
in the St. Louis Hotel on Royal Street.(7) The corner stone was laid at
the North Rampart Street site July 22, 1850,(8) and on March 5th follow-
ing, consecration services, concluding with a "finale by the orchestra,"
were held,.(9)

By 1857 encroachment of business prompted Congregation Dispersed of
Judah to sell the property on Canal and Bourbon Streets.(1l0) Sale was
made possible by consent of Touro's residuary legatee who set aside the
hindering stipulations. The congregation agreed to spend $50,000 within
two years for a new synagogue.(ll) A site on Carondelet Street near
Julia Street was chosen; the corner stone was laid on May 5, 1856.(12)
Part of the facade, tho columns and capitals, were moved from the origi-
nal site for use in the new building,(13) which was dedicated on April 7,
1857 4 (14)

Rabbi Leucht, slected cantor of Gates of Mercy in 1868, served also
as spiritual leader until 1872.(15) Born in Darmstadt, Germany, Rabbi
Leucht was educated thers for the ministry before coming to the United
States in 1864 and settling in Baltimore.(16) He was at Temple Sinail
with Rabbi Gutheim from 1872,(17) but returned to Gates of Mercy on

Occident, Apr. 1850, p. 57.
New Orleans Daily Crescent, May 15, 18350.
OUccident, June 1850, pp. 109-119,
Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 6, pp. 244,245,
Hundredth Anniversary, p, 19,
Occident, Dec. 1850, p. 480,
Heller, Jubiles, p. 6.
New Orleans Daily Picayune, July 23, 1850.
Occident, Apr. 1851, p. 57.
Heller, Jubilee, p. 7.
Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol., 6, pp. 651-€53.
New Orleans Daily Picayune, May 6, 1856.
Louisiana W. P. A, Writers' Projeect, Néw Orleans City Guide, p. 365;
Robert Glenk, Handbook and Cuide to the Louisiana State.Museum,.p. 238,
14, Heller, Jubiles, p. 7. ey o2
b, EEtasdons oy
16, Shpall, Jews, p. 40.
17. Heller, Jubilee, p. 63.
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(1) Archives of Congregations

August 1, 1879, where he remained until his death, Juno 14, 1914, a few
months after his seventieth birthday.(l)

Sovére financial losses, sustained as a result of the War Between
the States, combined with the more terrible ravages of yellow fever
during the three decades following 1850,(2) brought forth the sugges-
4ion, in November 1878, that the German Congregation Gates of Mercy
and the Portugueso Congregation Dispersod of Judah amalgamate., This
proposal, originally rejected by Gates of Mercy,(3) was eventually
accepted, and on September 2, 1881, a real consolidation was effected.
The united groups were incorporated under the name Shangari Chassed
Linfuzoth Yohudzh (Gates of Mercy of the Dispersed of Judah ),(4) Rabbi
Loucht, rotained by the united groups, conducted formal reunion ser-
vices in the Carondelot Stroct synagogue on the Jewish Hew Yoar's Eve,
Septembor 23, 1881.(5) It was he who gave the congregation the name
Touro Synagogue,(6) by which it was generally known, but the title was
not legally changed until October 15, 1937.(7)

The Carondelet Street property was sold to the Knights of Columbus
in April 1907 for $60,000.(8) Thereupon, ground at St. Charles Avenue
and Berlin Street (now Gen. Pershing Street) being purchased, a $95,000
building program was begun.(9) For about one year, during construction,
members worshipped in Rayne Memorial Methodis® Church,(10) Dedication
and the rekindling of the perpetual light, given more than a half cen-
tury before by Judzh Touro, took place January 1, 1909, and the temple
in use today was formally occupied.(11) Subsequent land and building
additions cost approximately $60,000,(12)

The synagogue is of Byzantine architecture, brick and marble, with
18 stained glass windows and a classic dome, The main auditorium sezts
1100 persons. There is a two-manual organ. To the rear of the main
building is a two~story brick and stucco structure known as Touro Centor,
orocted in 1928. The first floor is an assembly hall with stago and bale-
cony; the upper floor is given to nine Sabbath School rooms and an assome
bly hall,

The congrogation affiliated with the Union of American Hobrew Con-
grogations in 1879, but, bocause 0f difforoncos in doctrinal viows, with-
drew in 1885, It reunited with the union aroupd 1911.(13)

1. Hundredth Anniversary, ppe 13=17,
2. Heller, Jubilee, p. 26,
3, Hundredth Anniversary, p. 1l.
4, Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 152, p. 725~728,
5, Hundredth Anniversary, p. 20.
Bk TN e, 2 0s
7. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 1536, pp. 356=359.
8, New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Apr. 19, 1907,
9, Hundredth Anniversary, p. 16e
10, New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Jan. 1, 1909.
1l " Tbidsy Jans 87 1909
12, Hundredth Anniversary, p. 18.
13, TInformation obtained from Rabbi Emil W. Leipziger, Apr. 28, 1939,
by Minnie A. Spenso,
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Archives of Congregations (1)

Harris Hymen, Jr., is congregation president. Rabbi Emil W.
Leipziger, the incumbent, came to Touro Synagogue in 1913 as assistant,
and succeeded Rabbi Leucht on the latter's death.(1) He was graduated
from the University of Cincinnati (1896-1900) and Hebrew Union College
(1892-1900), also located in Cincinnati.(2) For his activities in the
establishment of the New Orleans Community Chest in 1925, Rabbi
Leipziger was awarded the Times-Picayune Loving Cup,(3) given annually
as a trophy for the most outstanding civic work of the year.(4)

Unless otherwise indicated, all records are to be found in the
choir loft of Touro Synagoguse.

a, [MINUTES OF TOURO SYNAGOGUE ], 1874-~-. 5 vols.
Record of proceedings at meetings held by this congregation and its
various governing bodises, including the board of trustees, board of
directors, board of managers, and special membership board. fWritten
into these records are memorial resolutions and data on receipts and
disbursements of funds of this organization. Arr. chron, by date of
entry. Hdw. 16 x 10 x 12.

b. JOURNAL, 1872-1900, 1905-35. 4 vols. Title varies:
Ledger; Journal No. 2, Touro Synagoguse.
Record of receipts and disbursements of funds of this organization.
Receipts include membership dues; disbursements include expenditures
for salaries of employees, and other maintenance facilities.  From time
to time assets, liabilities, and anticipated revenue from unpaid member-
ship dues are noted. Arr. chron. by date of entry. Hdw. 16 x 10 x 3,

c. LEDGER TOURO SYNAGOGUE, 1907-13, 1915-24, 1926-34. 5 vols.
Title varies: Journal Touro Synagogue; Day.
Ledger of this organization's various accounts, including membership
account, employees' salary account, surplus account, general expense
account, new school building fund account, bills receivable account,
property sales and building fund accounts. Arr. chron, by date of en-
tryibnHawen L6oxy10 2434

d. AUDITOR'S REPORT, 1920, 1923, 1924, 1931, 1935-36, 7 reports.
Reports on the annual audit of the financial records of this organiza=-
tion, embracing a detailed examination of all receipts, outstanding
dues, and expenditures during the period under review and a summary
showing financial status at time of audit. Audited by Myron W. Goldman,
Coertified Public Accountant, Whitney Bank Building, HNew Orleans, Iea.
Arr, chron. by date of report. Hdw. 16 x 10z 3.

Hundredth Anniversary, p. 17.

John Simon, ed., Who's Who In American Jewry, vol. T
New Orleans Times-Picayune, Jan. 16, 1927,

New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Nov. 19, 1926.

.
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6. BOOK OF BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES, 1829--. 20 vols,

Title varies: Marriage Contracts Cong. Shangari Chassed;

Marriage Records of Touro Synagogue.
Record of births recorded by this organization, giving date of birth,
and names of child and parents. Also contains Record of Deaths, sub-
entry f; and Record of Marriages, sub-entry h. Arr. chron. by date of
entry, No index. Hdw, in English and Hebrew. 10 x 12 x 1, 19 vols,
1829-1928, in choir loft; 1 vol. 1929--, in residence of Rabbi
Leipziger, 7624 St. Charles Ave,

f. [RECORD OF DEATHS ], 1829--, Contained in Record of Births,
Deaths and Marriages, sub-entry e.
Record of deaths recorded by this organization, giving name and age of
deceased, date of birth, names of relatives of deceased and location of
grave. Arr, chron, by date of entry. Hdw,.

g. [DEATH RECORD], Jan. 3, 1829-Aug. 20, 1850. 1 vol.
Record of death of persons of this faith, kept by the rabbi for his con-
venience as noted by remarks, giving name of deceased, calling or trade,
age, sex, whether fres or in bondage, cause of death, date and place of
birth, date and placs of death, peried of residence in this city, marital
status and remarks., Arr. chron. by date of entry, Hdw, 14 x 16 x 1,

h., [RECORD OF MARRIAGE], 1829--, Contained in Record of Births,
Deaths and Marriages, sub-entry e,
Record of marriages performed, giving names of contracting parties and
witnesses, date of ceremony and name of rabbi officiating. Arr. chron.
by date of entry. Hdw,

i, ROLL BOOK, (of Confirmation Class), Oct, 1, 1938-May 31, 1939.
8 vols.
Register of candidates eligible for confirmation giving name of pupil,
data on attendance, and class reports. Arr, alph, by surname of candi-
date, Hdwe 8 x 11 x 1., In office of Rabbi Leipziger, 7624 St.
Charles Ave,

j. [SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE CARDS], 1938-39. 1 f, b,
Card record of each child attending Sunday School, giving names of
pupils, data on attendance and scholastic reports. Arr. alph. by
surname of pupil, Hdw. 4 x 6, In office of Rabbi Leipziger, 7624
St., Charles Ave,

2, CONGREGATION SHAARAI TEFILLAH (Gates of Prayer), 1849--,
1139 Napoleon Avenue, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.
Reform,

In 1922, when Congregation Gates of Prayer was rechartered, old
documents removed from the corner stone of an earlier synagogue on
Jackson Avenue were made a part of the new corporate papers, which
stated that it was "impossible to find the recordation" of the original
charter, These o0ld documents indicate that the congregation was orga-
ized May 1, 1849 and incorporated March 19, 1850, and that the
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Archives of Congregations (2)

constitution was revised on October 2, 1859, Charter members included
Abraham De Young, Henry Ascher, Benjamin Goldberg, Frank Bacharach, N.
Greunsberger, Julius Loyens, Charles Goldenberger, Emanuel Lang, David
Cahn, Bmanuel Lazar, and L. Leopold.(1)

A pamphlet, dated 1878, contains the constitution and bylaws which
give the incorporation date as March 9, 1850,.(2) Rabbi Heller places
the founding even earlier, giving November 4, 1848 as the date of the
election of officers and adoption of the German ritual by "forty fami-
lies who had been compelled to attend synagogue in New Orleans at a
distance of two miles from the center of Lafayette."(3) A chevra devoted
o0 benevolent purposes, had been in existence even before this, and
gathering places were at Washington and Constance Streets and later at
Fifth and Chippewa Streets.(4)

After the congregation had been in existence for two years, worship
was held in a store at Seventh and Tchoupitoulas Streets in the old City
of Lafayette.(5) Following this a small schpolhouse at Fulton and St.
Mary Streets was acquired, where the group remained until 1856. On June

th of that year the cormer stons for a new brick synagogus was 1laid.(6)
Rabbi Heller places the date of the dedication of this church as April
5, 1857 with Rabbi Henry S. Jacobs officiating.(7) It was known as the
lafayette Schule, This building, on Jackson near Chippewa, was the con-
gregation house until 1920, when the present edifice was occupied.(8)

For many years the congregation followed the Orthodox tradition,
and services were conducted by a cantor. First to act in this capacity
was Hayem Kaufman, At the turn of the century the influence of the
Reform movement was felt. In 1906 the first rabbi was engaged. He was
Rabbi Moise Bergman, a native of New Orleans and a graduate of Hebrew
Union College in Cincinnati., He was followed in 1913 by Dr. Mendsl
Silber. Because of ill health the latter was granted a leave of absence
in 1934, and his duties wers assumed by the incumbent, Rabbi Nathaniel
S. Share.(9) Rabbi Share graduated in 1932 from Hebrew Union Collegs,
having received his A. B, degree earlier at the University of Cincinnati.
For & year prior to his coming to New Orleans, he was rabbi at Ahavas
Sholom in Bluefields, West Virginia.

The present temple is semi-Oriental in architecture, of brick and
stucco construction, and the main auditorium has a 700 seating capacitye

1. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 1268, pp. 84,85.
Constitution, Hebrew Congregation Gates of Prayer (Copy

at Howard-Tilton Memorial Library). i

Heller, Jubiles, p. 6.

Myers, Israelites, p. 42.

Occident, May 1852.

Nathaniel S. Share, "Eighty-fifth Anniversary of Gates of Prayer,"
New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Jan. 10, 1936, hereinafter cited as Sharse,
"Bighty-fifth Anniversary."

Heller, Jubiles, p. 7.

Shpall, Jews, p. 21.

9. Shars, "Eighty-fifth Anniversary."
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(2) Archives of Congregations

Adjoining is the Leopold Weil Center, completed in 1925, which was
donated by Jacob and Emanuel Weil in memory of their father. Educational
and social activities center there.(l) The following persons are the
officers of Congregation Gates of Prayer: Semuel S. Victor, presidents;
Bernard Manheim, first vice president; Samuel Cohen, second vice presi-
dent; Herbert H, Cohn, secretary; Edward Hayem, treasurer,

Unless otherwise indicated, all records are kept in a safe in ‘the
Synagogue .

a., RECORD BOOKS (Minutes), 1850--, 7 vols,
Minutes of meetings of board of directors, giving date of meeting, names
of members attending, and reports of business considered. Arr, chron.
by dates of meetings. 3 vols., 18501916, hdw. in Hebrewj 4 vols.,
1916-=, hdw. in English. 1 vol,, 1933--, in office of secretary Herbert
H, Cohn, 1547 Canal Bank Building.

b. THE BOOK OF LIFE, 1870-1911, 1936--, 2 vols.
Title varies: Register of Marriages.

Marriage certificates, giving names of contracting parties and date of
ceremony. Also, membership record giving names, dates of joining and
method of reception; names of persons dropped from membership roll,
dates, and reasons for separation, Included is a 1list of names of de~
ceased members. Arr, chron, by date of entry. Alph, by name of member.
Hiw,. 12 3% S.x. ) o

¢. CANCELLED CHECKS, 1897-1929, 5 bundles,
Checks which have been cancelled and returned giving date, name of payes,
purpose of expenditure and signature of issuing official, Arr. chron,
by date of issue. Hdw., Various sizes,

d. FINANCIAL RECORDS, 1920~-, 2 vols,
Record of receipts and disbursements, and reports showing financial con-
dition of the congregation, Arr, chron, by date of entry. Hidw. 13% x
8% = 13, 1 vol., 1933--, in office of secretary, Herbert H, Cohn, 1547
Canal Bank Building.

e, PEW RECORDS, 1867-1929, 8 bdls,
Record of pew rentals with each account on a separate sheet, Arr, chron,
by date of sheet, Hdw. Various sizes,

f., RELIGIOUS SCHOOL RECORD, 1938--. 1 vol. (loose-leaf),
Registry of pupils giving names and record of attendance, Ary, chron.

by date of entry, Alph, thereunder by names of pupils, Hdw., 10 z 3 x 3.

In office of Rabbi Share,

1, Information obtained from Rabbi Nathaniel S. Shars, L gy s
by Stella W, Steve,
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Archives of Congregations (3,4)

3, CONGREGATION BIKUR CHOLIM (Visiting the Sick), 1856--, Railroad
Avenue, Donaldsonville, Ascension Parish.
Mixedn

Jewish residents of Donaldsonville and the adjacent territory orga-
nized Congregation Bikur Cholim in 1856, It was incorporated two years
later; reorganized in 1890.(1) A synagogue was built by 1872, and on
June 9th of that year, it was consecrated.(2) The building, renovated in
1903,(3) continues in use today. The congregation numbers about eighty-
five persons, some of them residing in neighboring localities, There is
no rabbi at present. Raphael Singer serves as leader and secretary.(4)
Rabbi M. Klein, who officiated shortly after the turn of the century,
resigned in 1905 planning to servo Temple Sinai at St. Francisville.(5)
The members voted to join the Union of Ameérican Hebrew Congregations in
1901,(6) Walter Lemman is president of the congregation.

No records were found.

4, CONGREGATION TEMIME DERECH (The Right Way), 1857-1903, Carondelet
Street near Lafayette Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish
Defunct,

Congregation Temime Derech, known as the Polish group, was the
youngest of the four New Orleans congregations which preceded the War
Betwoen the States.(7) It was organized on February 27, 1857 (8) and
within a short time had 35 members. First services were conducted in a
hall rented from the old Louisiana College.(9) The group was incorpo-
rated on November 23, 1882,(10) Land was purchased on Carondelet Street
near Iafayette Street, which site was to the rear of the New Orleans City
Hall, Rabbi James K. Gutheim officiated at the dedication of the syna-
gogue.(11) The corner stone was laid on February 27, 1866.(12) A Mr,
Pincus was the first chazan engaged (13) and Rabbi S. Gordon was one of
the early rabbis.(14) The congregation disbanded in 1903, and on the

Myers, Israelites, p. 128,
Donaldsonville Chief, June 15, 1872,
Myers, Israelites, p. 128,
Information obtained from Raphael Singer, July 20, 1939 by Robert
B. Babbit,
New Orleans Jewish Ledger, July 21, 1905,
Ebidl ;v Juliyi 1o, 41901
Heller, Jubilee, p. 7.
Corner stonse, now located at Menorah Institute, 1631 Euterpe Street,
New Orleans.
9., Heller, Jubilee; p. 7.
10, Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol., 226, pp. 273-275,
11, New Orleans Jewish Ledger, May 12, 1905,
12. Corner stone of building.
13, Occident, Nov. 1857, p., 408.
14, New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Aug. 16, 1895,
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synagogue site, an annex to the City Hall was erected.(l). A majority of
the members affiliated with Congregation Beth Israel, (see entry 26).(2)
A noteworthy feature of the old synagogue was an inscription, in
Hebrew, carved in stone, over the main doorway., It read: "Happy are
they that walk in the right way -- they that walk in the Law of God --
they crumble into dust."(3)
Records are kept in the office of A. Mattes, 1829 Magazine Street.

a, RECORDS, Jan, 18, 1857-Sept. 9, 1906. 1 vol,.
Minutes of all meetings and financial records of this organization. Arr.
chron, by date of entry, Hdw, Jan. 18, 1857-Dec. 6, 1857, in German;
Dec, 7, 1857-Sept, 9, 1906, in English., Approx. 500 pp. 14 x 9 x 3.

b. [MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES], 1864-67. 1 vol,
Record of marriages, giving names of contracting parties, names of wit-
nesses, date of ceremony and name of rabbi officiating. Records are
written in English with a duplicate in Hebrew, Arr. chron, by date of
entry. Hdw, in English and Hebrew. Approx. 300 pp. 14 £ 8 x 1.

5, CONGREGATION B'NAI ZION (Children of Zion), 1859--, 802 Cotton
Street, Shreveport, Caddo Parish,
Reform,

As long ago as 1848 there were about 10 or 12 Jewish families making
their homes in Shreveport.(4) The first congregation assembled in 1859,
A permanent congregation, Har El (Mount of God), was organized in 1861,
Abraham Winter, the spiritual leader, conducted services in his home at
Market and Fannin Streets.(5) On April 2, 1866 the congregation was in-
corporated under a new name, Hebrew Zion Congregation.($) Dr. Max
Samfield was elected rabbi and served from 1867 to 1871. During his
administration a lot on Fannin Street was purchased. Here a small brick
temple was built and occupied in 1870. Capt. Simon Levy was congregation
president.(7?) 1In 1908 the group joined the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations,.(8) Worship continued in the Fannin Street temple until
1914 when the present synagogue was erected at 802 Cotton Street.(9) In

1, Myers, Israslites, p. 54,

2. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Feb, 17, 1905,

3. Ibid., May 12, 1905,

4, Jewish Historieal Publishing Company of Louisiana, History of Jews
of Louisiana, p. 30, W

8. Shreveport Times, Centennial %dition, June 28, 1935, p. 191.

6. Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol. P,
pp. 64-66,

7+ Shreveport Times, Centennial Edition, June 28, 1935, p. 191,

8., Information obtained from J., M. Kaufman, 1041 Sheridan Ave., Shreve-
port, June 26, 1939 by Bertha M, Shaner.

9. Shpall, Jews, p. 30,
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Archives of Congregations (5)

the meantime, the name of B'nai Zion had been assumed.(l) The temple, a
brick building of classical architecturs, has a seating capacity of 500.
In 1920 Dr. Abram Brill was elected rabbi. Dr. Brill received his B, A,
degree from the University of Cineinnati in 1898 and his rabbinical
degres from the Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, in 1900. In 1922 the
degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred upon him by Centenary College,
Shreveport. Under his leadership the membership has grown to approxi-
mately nine hundred persons, Members participate in activities of a
B'nai B'rith lodge, a Council of Jewish Women, an auxiliary Sisterhood,
and an Hadassah Society (see entries 57, 94, 142, 143). A Sabbath School
is maintained.(2) E. Bernard Weiss is president; J. M, Kaufman is
secretary.

Unless otherwise indicated, records are kept in the home of Rabbi
Braliis

a, MINUTE BOOK OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 1898--. 2 vols,
Records prior to 1898 destroyed by fire,
Minutes of meetings of board of trustees and records of all business
transacted by the church, including election of rabbi, election of presi-
dent and secretary of various committees with reports on their activities,
Arr, chron. by date of entry. Hdw. 1898-1915, typed 1916--, 200 pp.
11 x 8% x 2, In secretary's office, B'nai Zion Temple,

b, PROGRAM OF SERVICES FOR CONFIRMATION, 1920--, 20 vols. (pamphlet)
Records prior to 1920 removed by former rabbis,;
Record of confirmation giving name, age, and address of confirmant with
date and time of confirmation, Included is a review of Jewish festivals,
giving name of each person delivering parts and subject of part delivered.
Arr, chron, by years. Printed. 80 pp. 7 % 4 x 1/16.

c. RECORD BOOK (Sabbath School Enrollment), May 1, 1939--,

10 vols. (loose-leaf). Prior records destroyed at end of each

fiscal year.
Registry of school giving its name, each class number and year, name of
teacher, names of pupils and their parents with addresses and telephone
numbers; also monthly record of attendance showing number of times tardy
or absent and monthly grade, Arr., by age group of pupils., Hdw. on
prainted. fomss 2120 ppt al.z 127x.4,

d, LEDGER (Financial Record of B'nai Zion Congregation), 1902--,
9 vols. Records prior to 1902 destroyed by fire.
Membership roll of this organization giving amount each member is assessed,
manner in which assessment is paid, and a list of bank deposits, Included
is an account of disbursements giving salaries paid to rabbi and other
officers of the synagogue, cost of upkeep and office expenses., Arr, alph,

1, Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol, R,
PpP. 275,276; New Orleans Jewish Ledgser, Sept, 15, 1905,

2. Information obtained from J. M., Kaufman, 1041 Sheridan Ave.,, Shreve-
port, June 26, 1939, by Bertha M. Shaner,
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by surnames of members, Hdw. on printed forms. 150 opa L1 Tdurdit,
In secretary's office, B'nai Zion Templs.

6. CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL (Children of Israel), 1859--, Fifth and
Laurel Streets, Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish.
Reform.

Jacob Farnbacher, L, Rosenthal, A, Mann, N, Dalsheimer, C, Simon,
Simon Bear, T. Kuhn, L. Dalsheimer, and S. Mendelsohn, residents of
Baton Rouge, applied to the legislature of 1859 for a charter and, on
March 15th of that year, Gov. Robert Wickliffe signed an act creating the
Hebrew Congregation of the City of Baton Rouge.(1l) This is the first
recorded communal activity in the state capital., Services were held up-
stairs in what is now known as the Singletary Building, Floride and
Church Streets. Activities were disrupted by the War Between the States
and it was not until 1868 that a reorganization was possible. The con-
gregation reassembled, took the name of Shaare Chessed (Gates of Msrcy),
and held meetings in Dalsheimer Hall, 401 Laurel Street, a location
which it maintained for nearly a decade,.(2)

On October 4, 1876 Congregetion Shaare Chessed was chartered for the
purpose of "cherishing and perpetuating....pure Judaism as well as for
cultivation of enlightened religious sentiment."(3) Although it appar-
ently never wes used, the congregation had held property at Church and
North Streets since March 1872. One month before the Shaare Chessed
charter was issued the property was transferred to Father Cyrille
Delacroiz in exchange for a lot and building at Fifth and Laurel Streets.
It is noteworthy that two of the original incorporators, Jacob Farnbacher,
congregation president, and L, Dalsheimer, were still active. (4)

Litigation over this new site arose and, after two hearings before
the State Supreme Court, the congregation lost. the property: on April \9;
1883.(5) Using the building during the litigation, the members had dedi-
cated their temple March 16, 1877. Under the leadership of Rabbi Isador
Lewinhall, the Minhag America was adopted in 1879. In the early 1880's
the group was forced to vacate. The altar, scrolls, and fizxtures ware
remov?d and the congregation again took quarters in Dalsheimer Hall until
1885, (6)

Re-incorporated as Congregation B'nai Israel, the group re-purchased
their temple at Fifth and Laurel Streets in 1885,(7) The synagogue, of

L Te A 185001 21038

2. Baton Rouge Woman's Enterprise, Jan., 13, 1921,

3, East Baton Rouge Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record,
vol. 22, pp. 550-552.

4, Bast Baton Rouge Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record,
vol, 3, pp. 500,501,

5. Bast Baton Rouge Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Gallaugher et al.
v. Hebrew Congregation, Docket Nos. 244, 369; see 36 La. Ann. 829,
for opinion of Mr. Chief Justice Bermudez.

6. Baton Rouge Women's Enterprise, Jan. 13, 1921.

7. Bast Baton Rouge Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Original Notarial
Acts, vol, 23, bdl., 21, original #165-167.
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Archives of Congregations (6)

red brick and cement, was built prior to the War Between the States and
used successively as a church and as a school before it was first bought
by the Jews in 1876, It has been remodeled several times. An annex,
where the Temple Sisterhood (see entry 109) and other bodies gather for
social and religious functions, was built in 1920,(1) The congregation
owns Cemetery B'nai Israsl (see entry 40). The incumbent is Rabbi Walter
Gilbert Peiser who graduated from Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, in
1924 and received his Ph,D, degree in 1937 at Louisiana State Universi=
ty.(2) Sigmond Barnes is congregation president; Tenis Kaufman, secre=-
tary; and Albert Maas, treasurer, There are about five hundred members,

Unless otherwise indicated, records are to be found in the rabbi's
office, Temple B'nai Israel, Fifth and Laursl Streets.

a, MINUTE BOOK, 1886--, 1 vol,
Prior records destroyed by fire.
Records of meetings giving business transacted and revised list of mem-
bers with names, addresses and telephone numbers., Included are copies
of charter as issued in 1886 and as amended in 1926, also copy of by-
laws. Arr, chron, by date of entry. Hdw. and typed. 300 pp. 9 x 11
x 2, In offices of secretary, North Boulevard and Thirteenth Street,

b, CASH BOOK (Receipts and Disbursements), 1889-95, 1933--,
3 vols., 1871-88, destroyed by fire.
Records of dues, donations and assessments giving names of members,
dates and amounts paid, also am a2cGcount of disbursements. Arr, chron,
by date of entry. Hdw., Approx. 147 pp. 14 x 11 x 2, In office of
secretary, North Boulevard and Thirteenth Street.

¢. LEDGER (Receipts and Disbursements of Congregation Publica-
tion), 1918-23, 1 vol,
Financial records of the congregation's publication, "Our Community",
showing receipts, with names of subscribers and disbursements. Re-
coipts and disbursements entéred on alternating pages. Arr. chron,
By dete 'of 'entry. | Hdw, 183 pp. 13 x8'x 1;

d., CONFIRMATIONS, 1927-~., 58 cards.
Record of confirmations giving names and addresses of confirmants,
Sabbath School record and date confirmed. Arr. alph, by first letter
in surname, Hdw. on printed forms, 5 x 6,

e. REGISTER OF DEATHS, Sept. 10, 1858-Feb, 18, 1909, 1 vol,
Record of deaths of members of Congregation B'nai Israel, giving name,
date and place of birth, occupation, cause of death, date of interment
of deceased; number, row, and squars of burial plot. Arr, chron, by
date of entry, Hdw., printed headings (some entries written in Hebrew).
P9 ppe 1l4ixu8:x 2¢

1. Baton Rouge Woman's Enterprise, Jan. 13, 1920,
2., Information obtained from Rabbi W, G, Peiser, 2233 Tulip St., Baton
Rouge, Dec., 26, 1939, by Emma J, O'Brien,
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f., SABBATH SCHOOL RECORD CARDS, 1923-24, 1927--. 2 file boxes

and 1 vol, Title varies: Roll Book.
Cards contain names and addresses of pupils, date of registration,
grade, record of attendance, and promotions, Volume contains names of
parents, age of pupil, grade and public school attended, grade in Sunday
School last year and class average. Cards arr. alph. by surname; vol,
arr, chron. by date of entry. Hdw. on printed forms. File boxes 7 x
15 w5y blrd s 1S b 30 Mol 2 pp's 0 10k 8052

g. ENDOWMENT FUND, 1886-97, 1 vol. Fund discontinued 1898,
Record of endowment fund participants giving names and addressas of mem-
bers, affidavit numbers, names of beneficiaries, and record of transfers
of beneficiaries., Arr, chron. by date of entry. Hdw., printed headings.
6D Dpa 15 x Dzl

h. OUR COMMUNITY, 1918-23. 2 vols, and 1 extra issue.
(I~-II-III; Vol. 5, no, 8, 1923) publication discontinued
Dec, 1923.
Bound issues of "Our Community", published monthly by the congregation
and devoted to news and activities of the Jewish community. Arr. numsr,
by no, of vol. and issue, Printed., Approx. 96 pp. 9 X 6lox i

i. WOMAN'S ENTERPRISE, Jan. 13, 1921, 1 issue, (vol. 1, no. 70
Contains two articles: "New Annex, Temple B'nai Israel, is near comple-
tion,...", and "Rabbi Reinhardt is re-elected." Printed,

7. CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL (Children of Israel), 1859--,
400 Jackson Street, Monroe, Ouachita Parish,
Reform,

Represented by Samuel Weil and Henry Gerson, Jr., Congregation
Manasas in Monroe planned the purchase of a cemetery lot in May 18593
It was not until Septembsr 28, 1861 that a portion of ground, to be
called the Hebrew Burying Ground, was purchased from the Vicksburg,
Shreveport and Texas Railroad,(l) To insure proper care, a Cemotery
Association (see entry 41) was formed.(2) Religious services were
conducted in the home of Gottliebe King, corner of Jackson and Wood
Streets.(3) The group was incorporated as Congregation B'nai Israel
on September 4, 1868, In addition to Henry Gerson, Jr., the following
were charter members:-. Joseph Hoffman, Sigmond Meyer, Isaae Shuster,
i, Febleman, Simon Marz, and Henry Gross.(4)

1. Ouachita Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol.
P, pre 519,920,

2. Information obtzined from Isador Liebrich, 119 DeSiard St.,
June 10, 1939, by Edna E. Reid.

3, Information obtained from Sig Haas, Sr., 608 Riverside S5t.,
June 10, 1939, by Edna B. Reid.

4, Ouachita Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol,
R, p. 546,
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In 1869 & lot at the corner of Jackson Street and Essick's Alley
was purchased,(l) and within a year, the synagogue was built.(2) After
40 years of worship in this temple, the membership contracted, on
December 17, 1914, for the erection of a $41,000 structure (3) on Jackson
and Oak Streets.(4) Construction was finished in 1915, The templs,
still in use, is a two-story Romanesque, of brick and terra cotta. It
has seating accommodations for 400 persons. There are 52 stained glass
windows; 12 of them are memorials.(5) 'In the temple there arse three
torahs, two of which were purchased in 1870. The third one, in memory
of Charles Snyder, was donated in 1939. 1In the Ark are other memorials
including three golden crowns, one gold and silver breastplats, and
several candelabra.(®)

Adjoining the synagogue is a frame dwelling, the Rabbi's Housse,
which was erscted in 1921.(7) The first settled spiritual leader was
Rabbi Gluck.(8) At the turn of the century Rabbi I. Heinberg served the
congregation.(9) Dr. F. K. Hirsch, the incumbent, received his rabbini-
cal degree at Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati; his LL. D. degree from
the University of Georgia Law School in 1917, He is a native of Hamilton,
Ohioy and is 57 years of age. Dr. Hirsch has been at Monroe since
1928,(10) 1In 1889 the congregation joined the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations.(1l) A Sabbath School is conducted. On October 1, 1924 a
Temple Sisterhood (see entry 122) was organized; ‘the brotherhood (see
entry 128) was formed on November 22, 1928, The ¢ongregation has 500
members, Jack Selig is president; Henry Haas is secretary.

Unless otherwise indicated, records are kept in the rabbi's office,
Temple B'nai Israel,

a, MINUTE BOOK, 1923--, 1 vol.
Record of proceedings at meetings of board of trustees, giving date,
record of agreements and optiong, annual reports of committees and

1. Ouachita Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol.
Sy Da <4l

2. Information obtained from Sig Haas, Sr., 608 Riverside St., Monros,
June 10, 1939, by Edna E, Reid.

3. Ouachita Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Mortgage Records, vol,
63, pp. 618-626,

4, Ouschita Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol.
7E, Pps 149,700

5. Information obteined from M. L. Padgett, Ouachita Bank Building,
Monroe, June 10, 1939, by Edna E. Reid.

6, Information obtained from Dr. F. K, Hirsch, 406 Jackson St., Juns
10, 1939, by Edna E. Reid.

7. Ouachita Parish, Clerk of Court's offics, Mortgage Records, vol. 89,
pp. 433-460,

8., F. K, Hirsch, ed., B'nai Israel Temple Bulletin, 1936 (Copy in file
at Temple B'nai Israsel),

9., New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Nov. 29, 1901.

10. John Simon, sd,, Who's Who In Americen Jewry, vol. 7.

11. Information obtsined from Dr, 1. Heinberg, 1020 North Third St.,
Monros, June 10, 1939, by Edna E, Reid.
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church officers, reports of meetings of finance committes with statement
of receipts and disbursements, building reports, and membership roll.
Arr, chron. by date of meeting. Typed. 294 pp. 14 x'9.x.1e In office
of secretary, Henry Haas, City Hall.

b. FINANCIAL RECORD, 1933--. 1 vol,
Record of 2ll receipts credited to funds of this congregation, giving
full name of person making contribution, date, amount contributed, num-
ber of persons contributing, and total amount collscted, Arr, chron. by
date of collection. Hdw., 300 pp. 14 x 11 x 1. In office of secretary,
Henry Haas, City Hall.

¢c. CONFIRMATION RECORDS, 1930--. 3 vols.
Record of Gonfirmations, giving full names of confirmants, date of con-
firmation and description of part taken by each child in confirmation
services, Arr, chron. by date of confirmation. Typed. Approx. 30 Dpe
Avers 12 z. 8.2 L.

d. MARRIAGE RECORD, 1908--. 1 vol.
Record of marriages, giving full names of bride and groom, date and place
of ceremony, and signature of rabbi., Arr. chron. by date of marriage.
Hdw, Approz. 150 pp. 10 x 7 x 1l

6. DEATH RECORD, 1929--. 1 vol.
Record of deaths of members of this congregation giving full names of
deceased, and dete of death., Arr, chron. by date of death, Hdw. Approx,
85 ppe il Xoolx 4

£, ATTENDANCE RECORD AND MEMBERSHIP ROLL, 1928--, 1 vol,
Class records of the Sabbath School, full name and address of teacher of
each class, record of attendance, number of visitors present, and amount
contributed by each class, and total attendance. Included is a member-
ship roll, giving name, address, and telephone number of each member.
Arr. chron, by Sabbath dates and alph. thereunder by surnames of members,
Hdw, on printed headings. Approz. 300 pp. 9 % 6ix.1s

8, CONGREGATION GEMILUTH CHASSODIM (Unéelfish Benevolence), 186l-=,
524 Fourth Street, Alexandria, Rapides Parish.
Reform,

The first minyan in Alexendria was composed of Jewish settlers who
had come to the parish as early as 1848 and who, in 1854, organized the
Hebrew Benevolent Association of Rapides Parish. A burial ground was
purchased in Pineville. Seven years later, in 1861, Congregation
Gemiluth Chassodim was organized.(l) On November 23, 1869 the congrega=
tion, in the name of the benevolent group, acquired titls to a plot of

1. BSeventy-fifth Anniversary.
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Archives of Congregations (8)

_ground at Fisk and Third Streets.(l) There a temple was built in 1870,

Religious services had been conductsd for a number of years by Harry
Sackman; in 1875, Rabbi Marx Klein was elected. In that year the con-
gregation affiliated with the newly formed Union of American Hebrew
Congregations. Rabbi Leonard J. Rothstein served from 1907 to 1917.
Through his efforts a new synagogue was erected in 1908, Still in use
at the present time, it is considered one of the finest examples of
temple srchitecture in the country. The seating capacity of the. syna-
gogue is 450.

There has been much activity in community work, including the for-
mation of a Y. M. H. A., the organization, in 1884, of Rebecca Lodgse,
No. 240, B'nai B'rith, and the ostablishment of a branch of the National
Council of Jewish Women in 1896, which group became the Temple Guild in
1910, and the Temple Sisterhood in 1914,(2)

Rebbi Albert Gustavus Baum the incumbent, a native of New York City,
received his B. S. degree in 1924 at Columbia University. In 1930, upon
receiving the degree of M. H. L. from the Jewish Institute of Religion,
New York City, he was elected by Congregation Gemiluth Chassodim. For
two years prior to his coming to Louisiana, he was acting rabbi at Temple
Israel, Amsterdam, N. ¥.(3) Will Hackbaum is president of the congrega-
tion., L. €. Bauer is secretary.

Unless otherwise indicated, records are to be found in the office
of L. C. Bauer, 307 Federal Building.

a. MINUTE BOOKS, Jan, 1925--. 2 vols.
Record of proceedings at meetings of the governing body of this congre-
gation, giving names of members present, nature of business discussed;
reports of the various committees, Sabbath School reports, electionm of
committee and board members; records of procedures fixing amount of dues,
suspension of members, with signatures of president and secretary. Ary.
chron, by date of meetings. Typed. Approx. 85 pp. Aver. 12 L0 X hid

b. RBEGISTER, 1928--., 1 vol,
Registry of members, marriages and deaths of this congregation. Member-
ship register gives names, addresses, age, S6X and date of affiliations;
marriage record gives names and addresses of contracting parties, date,
and by whom ceremony was performed; record of deaths gives name, ad-
dress, age and sex of deceased, and date of death. Arr. chron. by date
of entry. Hdw. 125 pp. 16 x 10 x 1., 1In office in temple,

¢. [SABBATH SCHOOL RECORD], 1928--. 1 file drawer.
Card record on each pupil, giving name, age and address of child, names
of parents or guardisn, and signature of rabbi., Arr. chron. by date of
enrollment; alph. thereunder by surname of pupil. Hdw. on printed form.
Approx, 100 cards. 4 x 6 x 16. 1In office in temple,

1. Rapides Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol. B,
pPp. 472-474,

Seventy~-fifth Anniversary.

John Simon, ed., fitho's Ehg Eg American Jewry, vol. 7.

.
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d. FINANCIAL RECORD, 186l--. 4 vols. 1-4,
Record of receipts and disbursements of funds of this congregation items
izing rocoipts and oxponditurcs with totals and balanco in' treasury,
Arr, chron. by dete of entry, Hdw. Vols. 1 and 2 are old and worn.
ApproXy 600, Dh.; AV HEE TSP o T

9, CONGREGATION TEMPLE SINAI, 1870--, 6221 St, Charles Avenue,
New Orleans, Orleans Parish,
Reform,

Temple Sinai, the first reform congregation in New Orleans,(l) came
into existence on July 3, 1870, On this date, 37 men met to consider
the formation of a religious group based on newer Jewish principles (2)
which had their inception in Louisiana as far back as the 1850's,.(3)

The organization meeting was held on November 2, 1870,(4) and the con-
gregation was incorporated one week later. The chief purpose, set forth
in the act of incorporation, was the "cultivation and spread of en-
lightened religious sentiment." Michael Frank was the first president.
The other charter members were as follows: Ferdinand Marks, Julius
Weis, J. L, Haas, Leopold Loeb, Lewis Alcus, Simon Kaufman, Henry
Abraham, Max Dinkelspeil, W . W, Simpson, and Simon Forcheimer.(5)

A lot on Carondelet Street, near Howard Avenue, was purchased Decem-
ber 7, 1871, from the Louisiana Masonic Grand Lodge for $19,500,(6)
Plans went forward for the erection of a temple which was to cost

$104,000 and have seszting ascommsdations for 1,500 persons,(7) Wsrk began

on May 10, 1871, The corner stone was laid the following November,
Consecration services were held on November 13, 1872, with more than
sizteen hundred persons attending. The building was "of Romanesque
order with a trace of Byzantine modernized," and it was illuminated by
a thousand gas jets. A $6,000 organ had been installed.(8)

In 1871, Rabbi James Koppel Gutheim, then in New York, was in-
vited to Temple Sinai. Having previously served two New Orleans con=-
gregations, Gates of Mercy (see entry 1) and Dispsersed of Judah (see
entry 1), he gladly returned, in 1872, to spend the remaining 14
yoars of his life as spiritual leader of Templs Sinai.(9) Just prior
to the occupancy of the new temple, services were held in the Deutsche

Heller, Jubilee, p. 41.

Ibid., pe. 92,

Ibid., p. 46.

Records of the Board of Trustees (see sub-entry b),

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 117, pp. 183-187.
Orleans Parish, Conveyance Office, Record, vol. 99, pp. 226,227.
Heller, Jubilee, p. 55.

New Orleans Daily Pieayune, Jan. 26, 1873; Heller, Jubiles, p. 57;

OO U W™
.

New Orleans Times, Nov, 14, 1872,
Shpall, Jews, pp. 39,40.
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Archives of Congregations (9)

Company Hall, Bienville Street and Exchange Alley, where Rabbi Gutheim
frequently lectured.(l)

Yellow fever, with its horrors, added to the troubles caused by
the financial psnic of the 1870's. During the epidemic of 1878 it was
proposed to discontinue the choir. Mute evidence of ths disease’s
scourge  is seen in the trustees' minute books of that year, with entries
for six meetings reading, "No quorum; epidemic raging."(2)

Several significant actions were recorded in those years. After the
ritual committee reported that some members had refused to remove their
hats during services, a committee was appointed to induce them to comply
with the new regulations, Printed cards asked visitors to uncover. The
rabbi and reader dispensed with the use of gowns in 1876, and, on June
28, 1877, the congregation joined the Union of American Hebrew Congrega-
tions.(3)

Together with Congregation Gates of Mercy, (see entry 1) a burial
association was formed in 1872 (see entry 43). The two congregations
purchased a plot on Frenchmen Street, which they named the Hebrew Rest
Cemetery.(4) 1In 1884, some 40 members purchased lots for themselves in
the Metairie Cemetery. Manifest opposition developed among other members,
but Rabbi Gutheim approved, and even accepted one of the lots himself,
He had prepared a ceremony, with a prayer of consecration, toward the
first burial in the new cemetery, That burial was to be his own.(5)

On February 13, 1887, Rabbi Max Heller, then of Houston, Texas, was
elected to succeed Rabbi Gutheim. He seryed the congregation until 1987
when he retired as rabbi emeritus. The active spiritual leadership then
passed on to Rabbi Louis Binstock.(6) A hativs of Prague, Bohemia, Rabbi
Heller was born January 1, 1860, and came to America in 1879.(7) He
studied at Hebrew Union College and at the University of Cincinnatij
received degrees from both., Upon graduation, he was designated minister
of Zion Congregation, Chicago, where he remgined twp years. His
next call took him to Houston for a stay of but fivé months prior to his
coming to Louisiana, Rabbi Heller died March 30, 1929.,(8) On November
2, 3 and 4, 1928, a few months before his death, Rabbi Heller had parti-
cipated in the consecration of the new Temple Sinsi, the presemt edifice
on Ste Charles Avenue.(9)

It had been decided, in 1925, to disposs of the Carondelet Street

1. Coleman, Guide, p. 10l; Heller, Jubiles, p. 57; Myers, Israclites,
Dt 604

2, Record of the Board of Trustees, vol. 1, p. B0 (see sub-entryb);
Heller, Jubiles, p. 63.

3. Heller, Jubilse, p. 65.

4., Orleans Parish, Conveyance Office, Record, vol, 102, p. 206; Heller,
Jubilee, p. 63,

5. Heller, Jubiles, p. 72.

6, New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Nov, 9, 1928.

7. Shpall, Jews, pp. 4ly42.

8. James A, Renshaw, et al,, "In Memoriam, Dr, Max Heller," Louisiana
Historical Quarterly, XII (1929), 461-463.

9. Temple Sinai, Dedication Program, Nov. 2, 3, 4, 1928 (Copy in State-

wide Records Projéct office )
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property. ILast services were held there in October of 1926 and the sale
of the property, for $100,000, was finally consummated on January 24,
1927,(1) Pending completion of the new temple, members worshipped in
the St. Charles Avenue Christian Church at 6200 St. Charles Avenue.(2)
The corner stone was laid, with Masonic rites, on November 13, 1927,(3)
Temple Sinai, of stone and brick, is of Byzantine architecture, The
main floor of the temple has seating accomodations for 1,150 persons and
there are additional pews in the balconies, The 36 stained glass
windows, imported from Belgium, are memorial gifts. A $25,000 three-
menual orgen was donated by the Sisterhood of Temple Sinai (see entry
99). There are no assigned seats in the temple except on New Year's

and on the Day of Atonement. Temple Sinai Center, an adjoining three-
story building, is used for Sunday School, social gatherings, and enter-
tainments., On the first floor is an assembly hall, stage, two Sunday
School rooms, a library, and a reception room. Offices and Sunday
School rooms take up the other floors,

Dr, Julian B. Feibelman is the present rabbi, He came to Temple
Sinai in 1936, succeeding Rabbi Binstock, who was called to Chicago,
Rabbi Feibelman was graduated from Millsaps College, Jackson, Miss., in
1918; ordained at Hebrew Union College in 1926; and received M. A. and
Ph, D, degrees from the University of Pennsylvania in 1929 and in 1939,
For 10 years, before coming to New Orleans, he was rabbi at Temple
Keneseth Israel, Philadelphia,(4) The congregation has a membership of
600, Jac D. Dresner is president; Leon S. Cahn, first vice president;
Sidney L, Marks, second vice president; Richard Schornstein, treasurer;
and Leonard B. Levy, secretary,

Unless otherwise indicated, all records are to be found in the
safe in Temple Sinai.

z. RECORDS (of) CONGREGATION TEMPLE SINAI, July 3, 1870-Dec. 26,
19094 § Lyivols
Record of procesdings at meetings held by this congregation including
reports on finances of this organization and the Hebrew Rest Cemetery.
Arr, chron, by date of entry, Hdw. with some reports typed from 1905-09.
360 pps 9.x 14.x 2.

b. RECORDS (of the) BOARD OF TRUSTEES, Congregation Temple Sinai,
Nov, 3, 1870--, 3 vols, and 3 bundles,
Record of meetings of the board of trustees and board of directors,

1. Orleans Parish, Conveyance Office, Record, vol., 421, p, 379; New
Orleans Jewish Ledger, Nov, 27, 1925; Oct., 22, 1926,

2. Information obtained from Mrs, Bugene H, Gutmann, financial secre-
tary, Temple Sinai, June 26, 1939, by Minnie A. Spenso,
3. Corner stone of building,

4. Information obteined from Mrs., Bugene H, Gutmann, financial secre-
tary, Temple Sinai, June 26, 1939, by Minnie A, Spenso.
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Archives of Congregations (9)

giving names of members present, account of resolutions adopted and a
statement of receipts and disbursements. Included are proceedings of
the congregation (see sub-entry a). Arr, chron, by date of entry. Hdw.
and typed. Approx. 320 pp. Aver, 9 x 13 x 2,

¢, [MEMBERSHIP ROLL BOOK], 1921-28." 1 vol.’
Record of membership and dues, giving names, amount of dues paid with
dates of payment. Arr, chron, by date of entry. Hdw, 600 pp.
11x leNsisly

d., MARRIAGE LICENSES, Temple Sinai, Jan, 6, 1903-Feb, 15, 1921.
4 vols,
Record of marriages, giving dates of ceremonies, name of rabbi, names of
contracting parties, their age, date of birth, place of birth, names of
parents, and names of witnesses. Arr, chron., by date of entry. Hdw. on
printed forms. Approx, 150 pp. Aver. 8 x 11 x 1.

6. [SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CONFIRMATION RECORD ], Sept. 1938-June 1939,
1 bundle (cards). Records are destroyed yearly.

Card record of each child preparing for confirmation giving nsme of pupil,
address of parents, date admitted, age, grade, name of teacher and aver-
age report, Oct. 1938-June 1939, 1 vol., is a duplicate record kept by
the secretary of the Sunday School, Arr, alph, by names. Hdw, and typed
on printed forms, 8 x 5. In office of secretary, Temple Sinai Center,
Duplicate volume in home of Miss Mina Jones, secretary, 51 Fontaineblsau
Drive.

f. LEDGER TEMPLE SINAI, Mar, 11, 1909-38. 1 vol.
Record of payment of dues giving dates due, dates of payment and balance
due, Included are records of dues paid to the Union of Americean Hebrew
Congregations. Arr, chron. by date of payment; alph., theresundsr by sur-
names, Hdw., 744 pp. 11l = 16 x 3.

g. LEDGER TEMPLE SINAI (Finance Book), Dec, 19, 1920-Dsc. s
19384 (Levols
Treasurer's record of the various accounts, giving cash received, with
dates and names of donors, account of expenses, bills payable and receiv-
able, Arr, alph. by first letter of subject. 272 pp. 16 x i1 x 2.

h, JOURMAL TEMPLE SINAI BUILDING FUND, Apr. 10, 1932-Mar, 29, 1934,
1 vol.
Record of donors to ‘this fund, giving name of each subscriber, dates and
amounts subscribed. Arr, alph. by names of members, Hdw, 200 pp.
T TaliZax il

i, [FINANCIAL RECORDS ], 1930-36, 1 vol,
Records of receipts and disbursements of funds of this organization.
Arr, chron, by date of entry. Hdw., 149 pp. 15 x 13 x 2,

j. (Financial) REPORT (of ) CONGREGATION TEMPLE SINAI, Dec. 31,
1938. 1 report.
Contains balance sheet showing receipts and disbursements, stocks and Bonds
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income and operating expenses. Audit by Barton, Pilie, Sere and Wermuth,
Certified Public Accountants on the state of the finances of this organ-
ization giving detzils as to receipts and disbursements and assets.

Arr, chron. by date of entry. Typed. 4 pp. 10 x 12,

10. CONGREGATION CEEVRE ANSHE TIPHERETH ISRAEL (Society of Men
for the Glory of Israel), 1871 -?, 526 Carondelet Street,
New Orleans, Orleans Parish,
Defunct.

Incorporated on November 22, 1871, Congregation Chevre Anshe
Tiphereth Israsl had the following as first officers: Joseph Fisher,
president; Louis Rosenberg, vice president; L. Stern, itreasurer.
Meyer Itzig, Isadore Joseph, A, Levy, M, J. Fisher, Meyer Fromberger,
Newman Hoch, M. Sanckstein, P, Lewis, and G. Fisher were charter
members.(l) As a minyan, the group worshipped first at 522 Carondslet
Street and then in a synagogue at 526 Carondelet. Some years later
the group merged with Congregation Temime Derech (see entry 4) nearby
on Carondelet Street. The date on which the organization lapsed is
unknown. (2)

No records were found.

11. CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL (Sons of Isrsel), 1871-1924,
Natchitoches, Natchitoches Parish,
Defunct.

B'nai Israel Association of the Town of Natchitoches was incor-
porated on March 30, 1871, Jacob Wolfson, Jacob Israel, Philip Myers,
Isaac Kahn, Leopold Caspare, John Harris, Samusl Aaren, Edward Phillips,
Ben jamin Wolfson, Simon Weinar, Marks Weinar, Herman Lichenstein, Michael
Gaus, Isaac Gaus, Harris Jaffa, Henry M. Levy, Simon Weinburg, and
Theodore Beck were charter members.(3) Thers wers about 25 members in
1900, A church building was bought from the Baptist congregation in
1904. The temple was dedicated September 8, 1904, Nathan Gordon was
the spiritual leader. Phanor Breazeale, a distinguished jurist, Judge
C. V, Porter, Prof, B, C. Caldwell of State Normal College, and the Bap-
tist minister, Rev, Mr. Wise, were among the speakdrs,(4) Because there
never was a settled rabbi in Natchitoches, students from Hebrew Union
College, Cincinnati, officiated on holy days. Dua to z stead;y dscline in
membership the copgregation finally passed out of existence in 1924

1. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 117, pp. 550,551.
2., Information obtained from Joseph Pailet, 437 South Rampart St., and
Jules Fisher, 822 Perdido St., Oct. 3, 1939, by E. A, Westfall.

3 Tovmi ey LOUT T8 o
4. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Sept. 16, 1904.
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yrmuth ,
rgan- and the building now is used by a private kindergarten.(l) The last
b president was Mannie Nelken,
All records of the synagogue were lost in October 1932 when the
office of Dr. Robert J. Phillips, last secretary, burned.
n
, 12, CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK (Gates of Righteousness), 1871--,
Morgan City, St. Mary Parish.
Reform.
Congregation Shaarey Zedek was organized in 1871.(2) The first
Ty synagogue was erected in 1875, Earlier services were conducted in
members' homes. Leopold Loeb was a leader in Morgan City Jewry since
T, his arrival, in 1860, from Bavaria, For many years he acted as chazan.(3)
| Fire destroyed the synagogue in July 1901 (4) and a new temple was occu-
let 8 pied August 22, 1902.(5) This building was sold in 1928,(6) and a new
; synagogue, with 200 seating capacity, was erected in 1929.(7) There is
by no resident rabbi at presént. Members and their families total approxi-
' mately 100 persons.(8) Sol Loeb is president; Henry Kahn, vice president.
Records are located in the office of Paul Scherier, secretary-
treasursr.
a. [MINUTE BOOK], 1921--, 1 vol,
Minutes of the proceedings at mestings of this organization, giving dates
held, names of members who paid dues, amounts due, and dates of payments.
Arr. chron, by date of entry. Hdw. Approx. 250 pp. 18 x 8 x 1.
i b. CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK,
TS, BSOS il ol
lips, Constitution and bylawe of Congregation Shaarey Zedek as drawn up by
ichasl the committee at its first meeting. Printed. 100 pp. 8 x 6 x 1.
T
n
as
dge
 Bap- 1, Information obtained from Dr. Robert J. Phillips, Natchitoches,
there July 20, 1939, by Willard L. Cobb.
Ve 2. Information obtained from Paul Scherier, Morgan City, June 12, 1939,
ine in
: by Charles S. Parker.
: 3. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Aug. 29, 1902,
4. 1Ibid., Nov. 8, 1901.
RS 9. Ibiidi Auge 29 1902,
$0DL ., 6. Information obtained from Paul Scherier, Morgan City, June 12, 1939,

and by Charles S. Parker.
Corner stone of building.
8. Information obtained from Paul Scherier, Morgan City, June 12, 1939,

~3

by Charles S, Parker.
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13, CONGREGATION CHEVRA THILIM (Society of the Psalms), ca. 1875--,
826 lafayette Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish,
Orthodox.

The congregation was established about 1875;(1l) incorporated July 27,
18873 and re-incorporated August 31, 1897. The aims of the congregation,
as stated in the charter, were as follows: "to worship God according to
the Polish Jewish ritual, the establishment of a cemetery for burial of
members and their families, and such persons as may be designated in the
bylaws, and the practice of charity."(2) First services were held in an
upstairs hall on Dryades Street near Poydras Street. In 1907, the syna-
gogwye was moved to the 900 block of Poydras Street, and in 1910, to 508
Carondelet Street. Here, the members remained, until 1915, when the
present synagogue was built.(3) A drive to build a synagogue was hegun,
in 1914, by Nathan Sherman, congregation president. With $6,000, raised
by subscription, the present site was purchased. Benjamin Rosenberg
sponsored the erection of the building. The edifice was dedicated on
July 23, 1915.(4) .

The building, a two-story brick structure, is of Gresk architsc-
ture. The interior is decoratsd in the Hebrew mamner. In conformity
with Orthodox tradition, a balcony is provided for women worshippers.
The temple can accommodats 300 people, The first acting rabbi was
Moses H. Goldberg, who came to New Orleans on June 14, 1905. For many
years ho served as rabbi for other Jewish congregations in New Orleans
(see entriss 24, 26, 28, and 30). Rabbi Goldberg was officially elected
by Chevra Thilim on July 25, 1915 and, at the same time, Joseph
Sabludowsky was appointed shammes,(5) a position which the latter still
retains,(6) The congregation membership comprises 140 families.

Its activity in commnity life is adequately menifested in the or-
ganization of several synagogue groups, which include a women's auxili-
ary, a men's club, and a youth organization. It fosters an interest in
the Communal Hebrew Schocl (see entry 113), of which Rabbi Goldberg was
a moving spirit for several years, The burial plot is Chevra Thilim
Cemetery. (sees entry 49). The members affiliated with the Union of
Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America on March 26, 1926,(7) Rabbi
Goldberg continued as the spirituel leader until his death, January 6,
1940,(8) He was connected with the Southwestern Council cf Synagogues,
Dallas, Texas, and was elected a member of the Rabbinical Board, April
20, 1939. Rabbi Irving Koslofsky succeeded Rabbi Goldberg, but his

1, Information obtained from the late Rabbi Moses H. Goldberg (d. Jan.
6, 19409, Mar. 17, 1939, by Josephine Pulley.

2+ Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 600, pp. 205-208,

Je Shpall, Jews, p. 23

4, New Orleans, Jewish Ledger, July 30, 1915,

5. Informstion obtained from the late Rabbi Moses H, Goldberg, Mar.
I7, 1939, by Josephine Pulley.

6o New Urleans States, Feb, 27, 1941,

7. Information obtained from the late Rabbi Moses H. Goldberg, lMar,
17, 1939, by Josephine Pulley.

8, New Urleans Times-Picayune, Jan. 7, 1940,
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Archives of Congregations (13)

teonure was short. He was stricken with a heart attack while delivering
o sermon at the Communal Hebrew School on October 17, 1940, and suc-
cumbed while being removed to a hospital.(l)

The present spiritual leader is Rabbi Joseph I. Singer who accepted
2 call to Chevra Thilim in July 1941, He came to New Orleans from Los
Angeles where he had been associated with his father who is rabbi of
Congregation Beth Hamedrosh Hagodol. Rabbi Singer was ordained An 1937
from the Rabbi Isaac Eichenan Theological Seminary in New York City
where also he was graduated at Yeshivah College, In addition to Los
Angeles he has served at Pittsfield, Mass,.(2) Elliott Finkelstein is
president; Jack Silverman, first vice president; Israel Yuspeh, second
vice. president; Joseph Ezkovich, third vice president; Herman Yuspeh,
recording secretary; Sol Bagalman, financial secretary; A. Louis Sizeler,
treasurer; Joseph Pailet, first gabbai; I, Mitzenmacher, second gabbai}
Joseph Sabludowsky, shammes; and I. Lubel, cantor,

a, MINUTE BOOK, Nov, 1922-Nov. 1929, Aug. 6, 1930--, 3 vols.
Records of proceedings at meetings of congregation, giving date, nature
of business considered, and number of members present. Arr, chron, by
date of entry. Hdw. 1 vol,, Nov, 1922- Nov., 1929, in Hebrew; 2 vols.,
1930--, in English. Approx, 300 pp. Aver. 12 x 8 x 1, In store of
recording secretary, Herman Yuspeh, 1042 Almonaster Avenus,

b. RECORD BOOK (Births and Deaths), 1930--, 1 vol. (loose-leaf)
Record of births of females, giving date of birth, and names' 0f parents.
Included is a record of deaths of adults with date of death and name of
deceased, and an account of the annual memorial service for the dead.
Arr, chron. by date of entry; alph, thersunder by name of deceased.

Hdw, Approx. 500 pp. 9 x 9 x 3. Kept in synagogue.

¢. RECORDS OF MOHEL, 1906--. 7 vols.
Records of circumcisions, giving date of birth of male child, date of
circumcision, and names of parents. These records are not of the con-
gregation only but show the names of all other males where ‘the rabbi has
been called upon to perform circumcision, including some gentiles, Arr,
chron, by date of entry, Hdw, Approx, 150 pp. Aver, 5 x 3 x LR
home of the late Rabbi Moses H, Goldberg, 1700 Seventh Street.

d, MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES, 1908--. 8 bundles.
These certificates constitute receipts for the original marriage li-
censes issued to the rabbi. Arr, chron. by date of marriasge, Hdw., on
printed forms. Approx, 400 sheets. 4 x 7. In home of the late Rabbi
M. Hs Goldberg, 1700 Sgventh Street.

e. FINANCE BOOK, Nov. 1930--. 2 vols.
Records of contributions by members, giving names, addresses, dates and
amounts paid, Also, record of all receipts and disbursements, including

1, New Orleans Times-Pieayune, Oct. 18, 1940.

2. Ibid,, July 9, 1941,
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account of dues paid to the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of

America as of August 1931 and August 1934. Arr. chron. by date of entry;

alph. thereunder by name of member. Hdw. Approx. 225 pp. Aver,

14 x 10 x 1. 1In office of treasurer, A, Louis Sizeler, 403 Carondelet
Street.

14, CONGREGATION €HEVRA MIKVE ISRAEL (Hope of Israel), 1877--,
New Orleans, Orlseans Parish,
Orthodox.,

"The mode of worship of this congregation shall be in conformity
of 'Minhag Polen' (Polish Ritual) which shall not be changed for any
other." Such was the resolution adopted, on May 1, 1887, by this con-
gregation in its act of incorporation.(l) The organization was in ex-
istence on July 1, 1877,(2) and it is believed to have been established
around 1864, Members met in the various homes, which practice is con-
tinued even now. Two lots facing Bernadotte Street ara bounded by
Canal, Anthony, and Cleveland Streets, were donated by Simon Hasvel for
burial purposes. The group also functions as its own burial society.,
Regular religious services were discontinued around 1905, and a major-
ity of the members affiliated with Congregation Beth Israel (see entry
26).(3) Henry Lazarus is president,

The records ars kept in the office of Sam Silverstein, secretary-
treasurer, 1022 Gravier Street.

a. (Minutes of) THE MEKVEH ISRAEL ASSOCIATION, July 1, 1877--,
1l vol,
Minutes of the proceesdings of this organization, giving dates held and
nature of business considered, names of members who organized Associa-
tion and memorials, Arr, chron, by date of entry. Hdw. Approx.
433 ppe =33 X8 X

15, CONGREGATION TEMPLE EMANU'EL (God With Us), 1877--, 747 South
Main Street, Opelousas, St, Landry Parish,
Reform,

Jewish residents of St. Landry Parish organized Congregation
Gemiluth Chassodim (Unselfish Benevolence) in 1877 and conducted weekly
prayer services in the Humble Cottage Lodge, No, 19, F. & A, M. in
Opelousas, Gemiluth Chassodim was absorbed by Congregation Temple
Bmanu'El, which cams into existence in 1929, In that year the temple,
a brick building, with seating accommodations for 200, was erected.

1. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 353, pp. 170-173,
2. Minutes (see sub-entry 14 a),
3. Information obtained from Sam Silverstein, 2301 Napoleon Ave.,

July 24, 1939, by Josephine Pulley.
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! Archives of Congregations (15,16)

There is no resident rabbi; leaders are selected from the congregation,
which numbers 65 persons. The congregation is not affiliated with any

! national organization, The cemetery (ses entry 55) is cared for by the

local sisterhood. (1)
No records were found.,

16. CONGREGATION B'NAI SHOLOM (Children of Peace), 1877-1923,
South Washington Street, Bastrop, Morshouss Parish.
Defunct.

On December 20, 1877, 14 Jews of Bastrop formed a body corporate
under the name of Congregation B'nai Sholom.(2) On the same day they
purchased the "Wheeler schoolhouse property."(3) B. Silbernagel, Jr.,
was president; Mat Levy, vice president; August Simon, secretary; and
Solomon Sugar, treasurer. Other charter members were J. S. Hiller, J.

D. Levinson, S, Leopold, Moses Wolff, B. Silbernagel, Sr., A. Freidheim,
Arthur Levy, Michel Levy, Samuel Silbernagel, and J. M. Levy.(4) A ceme-
tery site was bought in May 1878.(5) 1In 1882, the "Whesler property" was
raffled,(6) and after acquiring a lot on Washington Strest, (7) a brick
synagogue was constructed in 1885. Because of a declining membership,

the congregation disbanded in 1923, and, in 1938, the synagogue was
demolished. The congregation has never had a resident rabbi. Rabbi

Bien of Vicksburg, Miss., assisted by Judge J. Harvey Brigham, of Bastrop,
dedicated the second synagogue., Care of the cemstery is directed by
Ferdinand Wolff, acting trustee of the remaining intarests.(8)

a, [FINANCIAL RECORD ], 1885-90. 3 o
Account of credits and debits of each member, giving name, date and
amounts credited and debited on alternating pages and the purpose of each
item., Included are records of honorary members, resignations, and deaths,
giving dates. Arr, chron. by date of entry. Hdw. 98 pp. 6 x 4 x 1,
In safe in store of Ferdinand Wolff, Bast Madison Street.

1. Information obtained from Julius Stander and Aaron Jacobs, of

Opelousas, 1939, by Marselle C. Saucier.

Morehouse Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol.

Ly ppe 200 35

Ibidies DDes 14,15,

Ibilda phe k213

Ibid., pp. 198,199,

Morehouse Parish, Clerk of Court’'s office, Conveyance Records, vol.

N, pp. 614,615.

74 Ibiday pei291 292

8. TInformation obtainad from Ferdinand Wolff, Bastrop, May 24, 1939,
by Katherine L. Rhodss.
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(17,18) Archives of Congregations

17. CONGREGATION OHAVI SHOLOM (Lovers of Peace), 1878--, Plaquemine,
Iberville Parish,
Mixed.

As far back as 1856 an Hebrew Benevolent Society (see entry 75) was
formed in Plaquemine,(l) On November 1, 1860 this group purchased a
house which was used for services.(2) Congregation Ohavi Sholom was in-
corporated on April 25, 1878, The following were charter members: Daniel
Levy, Lipman Kahn, Seligman Kahn, S. Levy, A. Kowalski, Leon Meyer, and
M. J. Lehman. Meyer was the first president.(3) Deaths and removals so
depleted the membership that, by 1932, regular services were discontinued,
At the present time about ten members gather for services on special
occasions.(4) Victor Heuman was the last elected congregation president,
No records were found.

18, CONGREGATION RODEPH CHOLOM (Seekers of Peace), 1883--, Lafayette,
Lafayette Parish.
Reform,

Congregation Rodeph Sholom includes Jews of Crowley, Rayne, and
Lafayette, The original group in Lafayette was organized in 1883 and,
although there has not been a settled rabbi at all times, services have
never lapsed, Founding of a joint congregation took place October 3
1938, At intervals services are held at Crowley, but most of the members
worship at Lafayette., There are 27 membsrs and about 140 persons in the
organization.(5) On June 25, 1881, Alexandre Mouton donated the site
where the present synagogue stands,(6) Thers was communal activity in
Crowley in 1899,(7) and by October 1902 Congregation Emanu'Bl (God With
Us) had been organized., Services were held in the Masonic Hall.(8)

In 1904, the Crowley group was added +to the Lake Charles circuit by
Rabbi George Zepin, Rabbi L. Warsaw officiated at intervals,(9)

Lo i hay AL, 1856 2198,

2. 1Iberville Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Original Conveyance Acts,
vol, 7, entry 349,

3. 1Iberville Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Original Miscellanseous
Acts, vol, 3, entry 797.

4., Information obtainsd from Victor Heuman, July 20, 1939, by Thomas Q.
Chapman,

5. Information obtained from Mrs. Nethan Abramson, Lafayetts, 1939, by
Willis P, Knight.

6. Lafayette Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, Book
S, entry 10575, pp. 727-731,

7. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Dec. 8, 1899.

8. Information obtained from A. Kaplan, Crowley, July 21, 1939, by
Joseph V. Hanley,

9. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Dec. 12, 1904.
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Archives of Congregations (18,19)

Congregation Emanu'El lapsed with the 1938 merger.(l) There are about
fifty Jews in Crowley.(2) Families in Rayne have never had a distinct
congregation.(3) Cemetery Menachim Aveilim (see entry 45) in Lafayetts,
was incorporated on April 14, 1890.(4) I3 is used by the three communi-
ties., Rabbi Emanuel Sternheim is the incumbent. Officers of the joint
congregation are as follows: Emanuel Ostrich, Lafayette, president;
M. Meyer, Lafayette, secretary.

I. K. Bowsky, 211 N, Parkerson Avenus, Crowley, is the cusitodian of
the records.

a., [RECEIPT STUBS], Oct. 1, 1938-May 16, 1939, 1 vol.
Stubs of receipts for dues paid, issued to members of Temple Rodeph Sholom,
giving name of member, date and amount paid and signed by acting treasursr,
Mr, I, Ko Bowsky, Arr. chron., by date of payment. Hdw. on printed forms.
Approxe B0 pps 4 x 2 x 1,

19. CONGREGATION AGUDATH ACHIM (Society of Brothers), ca, 1884--,
1707 Line Avenue, Shreveport, Caddo Parish.
Orthodox.

Shreveport's Orthodox communal activities had their beginning as
sarly as 1884 when a few families met for services on holidays.(5) In
that decade Sam Willer ceme from Benton (Bossier Parish) to Shreveport on
business. He found about five Orthodox families there including those of
Levi Groner and Isaac Marks. A young man named Goldman had been author-
ized to act as a spiritual leader of a minyan, There being no place to
worship in Benton, and the male Jewish residents being too few to complete
the necessary 10 for a minyan, Sam Willer, J., B, Swartzberg, and B, Miller
brought their families to Shreveport for religious services. That was the
beginning of a group which was called Beth El (House of God).(6) Worship
was conducted in various buildings on Texas Street until 1905, Bogel's
Hall, now a hotel, was one of the buildings used.(7)

With A. S, Solomonson as president and Joseph Getzler as secretary,

a congregation was incorporated September 10, 1901 under the name Chessed
Shel Emmeth,(8) In 1902 this congregation combined with yet another group

l. Information obtained from Miss Hazel Kalitz, Crowley, July 21, 1939
by Joseph V. Hanley.

2. American Jewish Yearbook, XX (1928-29), 185,

3. Information obtained from Julius Kahn, Rayne, July 21, 1939, by
William P, Ledset.,

4, TLafayette Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Miscellaneous Record, Book
T, Document 17431, pp. 584,585,

5. Shreveport Times, Centennial Edition, June 28, 1935, p, 191.

6. Information obtained from Sam Willer, 224 Vine St., July 6, 1939,
5y Bertha M. Shaner,

7. Information obtained from Joe Goldberg, 601 Euclid St., July 6, 1939,
5y Bertha M. Shaner, .

8. Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol. 28,
Ps 286,
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known as Beth Joseph (House of Joseph), of which Levi Groner was presi- .
dent, That union was the formation of Congregation Agudath Achim, Thers
were 58 signers to the charter which was issued October 30, 1902,(1)
Cemetery Chessed Shel Emmeth (see entry 51) was deeded to the new congre-
gation but with provision that it retain i¥s former name.(2) A lot at
Fannin and McNeil Streets was purchased in February 1904; J, B, Swarts-
berg, president, acted for the congregation.(3) A synagogue was dedi-
cated September 5, 1905. Rabbi H., Wollenski officiated and the mayor of
Shreveport delivered an address.(4) The building was not completed until
1914, It served members until the last half of the past decade.(5)
Property at Line and Herndon Avenues was purchased September 14, 1926,(6)
but it was not until 1938 that definite means were taken to construct a
new synagogue (7) which was completed about & year later. A move from
Fannin and McNeil Streets was made, and the new temple was consecrated
May 14, 1939.(8)

A Sunday School was organized May 1, 1905, A daily religious school
is conducted in the synagbgue after school hours (see entry 104). There
are about five hundred members of Congregation Agudath Achim which is the
temple's approximate seating capacity. Dr. Leo Brener is the present
rabbi., He was elected in 1935, Rabbi Brener received his M. A. degres
at the University of Chicago in 1930, Four years later the rabbinieal de-
gree was conferred upon him by Hebrew Theological College, Chigago.

L. L. Sugar is the president; Pincus Goodsbans, secretary; and Dan Green-
berg, treasurer. The congregation is not affilisted with any national
organization,

Unless otherwise indicated, records are to be found in the rabbi's
office, Agudath Achim Synagogue.

a, [MINUTES OF MEETINGS OF CONGREGATION AND TRUSTEES ], July 7,
1918--, 3 vols,
Record of proceedings st meetings of this organization, giving members
present, names of members appointed to various committees, reports of
committees, and record of elections of officers. Arr, chron. by date
of meeting., Hdw., Approx. 105 pp. Aver, 14 x 9 x 1, In custody of
financial secretary, A. Wolper, 542 Common Street.

b, CONFIRMATION PROGRAM, 1934.-, 7 pamphlets.
Record of each year's confirmation ceremony, showing names of confirmants,
date and time of confirmation, and total number confirmed, Arr. chron. by

1. Ceddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol, 33,
Pe 100,

2. Ibid.. P 99.

3. db¥Agein. 5714

4, New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Sept, 15, 1905,

5. Shreveport Times, Centennial Edition, June 28, 1935, p, 191.°

6

« Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol, 236,
PP. 31,32,
7+ Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol, 393, p. 107
8. Information obtained from Sam Willer, 224 Vine St,, and Charles
Selber, 500 Fannin St,., July 6, 1939, by Bertha M, Shaner.
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Archives of Congregations (19,20)

date of confirmation. Mimeographed. 6 x 8 x %,

c. [SUNDAY SCHOOL RECORD], 1935--. 25 vols.
Record of each pupil attending this school, giving name, address, and
telephone number, and record of attendance in each class. Arr. alph. by

surname of pupil., Hdw. on printed forms. 50 pp. Aver. 8 x 3 x%.

d, [FINANCIAL RECORD OF CONGREGATION AGUDATH ACHIM], 1936--,
2 vols,

Financial records of this organization, giving names and addresses of mem-
bers, record of dues paid and balance owed, dorations received, amounts
paid out for salaries, upkeep of church, and mortgages. Arr. alph. by
first letter in surname of member; chron. thereunder by date of entry. Hdw.
on printed forms. 150 pp. Aver. 8 x 10x 2, In custody of financial
secretary, A. Wolper, 542 Common Streset.

20, CONGREGATION AHAVAS SHOLOM (Love of Peace), 1887--, 2230
Carondelet Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish,
Orthodox.

On organization in 1887 there were 35 members of this congregation,
and they worshipped in rented quarters on the second floor at 510 Carondelst
Street.(1) The group incorporated December 19, 1894, Judah Katz was presi-
dent; Abraham Pailet, vice president; Fishel Koutesman, secretary; and
Elias Pailet, treasurer. Moses M. Bruches and Joseph Pailet werse trustess.
Other charter members were as follows: N. Cohn, J. Cohn, Elies Brener, and
L. Pfeffer, The charter stipulated that worship must be in the Orthodox
manner; it provided that "no dissolution shall take place as long as seven
members shall remain willing to continue."(2) The Carondelet Street
quarters were abandoned in 1909, and the congregation continues today by
gathering in various homes. Because of the Jewish law which forbids
Orthodox persons to travel more than a "Sabbath Day's" journey on the
Sabbath, members use the most convenient temple, Congregation Ahavas
Sholom has never had a settled rabbi., Joseph Pailet served as spiritual
leader. He continues to conduct occasional worship at his residence, 2137
Milan Street (see entry 33). The congregation owns a cemetery located on
Fronchmen Street (see entry 48).(3) Officers meet twice a yeer at the
Agudath Achim Anshe Sfard Synagogue, (see entry 24) and the 75 members

ather there annually for a general meeting. Joseph Pailet is president;
0. Gerber, vice president; David Pailet, secretary; and Lester Pailet,
treasurer.

Records are kept in the office of David Pailet, 437 South Rampant
Street, Unless ctheiwise indicated.

1. Information obtained from Joseph Pailet, 437 S. Rampart 3t., Aug.

7, 1939, by Elvina Westfall.
2. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 516, pp. 459-461.
3. Information obtained from Joseph Pailet, 437 S. Rampart. St., Auag.

7, 1939, by Elvine Westfall,
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a. [MINUTE BOOK AND RECORD OF DEATHS], 1924--. 1 vol.
Records of proceedings at meetings of this organization, giving dates
held, nature of business considered, membership roll, and names of of-
ficers., Included are records of deaths of members, giving name of de-
ceased, place of birth, date of death, and grave number, Arr. chron. by
date of entry. Hdw. 12 x 7 x 1.

b. DEATH RECORDS, 1922--, 1 vol,
Record of deaths and interments, giving name of deceased, date of burial,
and location of grave. Included are rules and regulations of burial
grounds. Arr. chron. by date of entry. Hdw. 12 z 8 x 1.

c. [MEMBERSHIP BOOK], 1922--. 1 vol.
Membership registry, giving name and address of each member, dats joined
and date dropped from roll, if no longer a member, Included are accounts
of dues collscted and receipts from other sources. Arr. alph. by nams
of member; chron. by date of entry thereunder. Hdw. 12 x 7 x 1.

d. TREASURER'S BOOK, 1933--. 1 vol.
Detailed account of receipts and disbursements of funds of this organiza-
tion. Arr, chron. by date of entry. Hdw. 10 x 8 x 1, 1In office of
treasurer, Mr. Lester Pailet, 914 lasonic Temple Building.

21. CONGREGATION SHE'ERITH ISRAEL, (Remnant of Israel), ca. 1891-
1911, Lecompte, Rapides Parish.
Defunct.

She'erith Israel consisted of a small number of Jewish residents
who assembled occasionally for services in the Pressburg Rooming House,
A rabbi from Alexandria conducted services from time to time, (1)

No records were located.

22. CONGREGATION TEMPLE SINAI, 1892-1905, Prosperity Street, St.
Francisville, West Feliciana Parish,
Defunct,

After maintaining the usual minyan and communal circles from
possibly 1880,(2) the Jews of St. Francisville organized Temple Sinai
in July 1892.(3) The 0dd Fellows' Hall and the Leonard Building were
early places of worship.(4) The corner stone of the temple was laid
on August 12, 1902, High Masons took part in the exercises. Rabbi
Max Heller, of New Orleans, delivered an address, as did Rabbi Rosenthal

1. Information obtained from Mrs. Seb Williams, Oakdals, Sept. 12,
1939, by Vergil L. Bedsols.
New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Aug. 15, 1902,

)

w

emple Sinai Record Book (see sub-entry 22 a),
if ormation obtained from Rudolph Teutsch, 8t., Francisville, May 26,

B

1939, by Mattie McQueen Perkins.
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Archives of Congregations (Z2a250

of Baton Rouge. The corner stone bears the following inscription:
"Temple Sinai, St, Francisville, la,, Erscted 1S0Z. B, Mann, presi-
dent; J. Meyer, vice-president; M. C. Levy, treasurer; R. Teutsch,
secretary; J. Stern, warden; Building Commiftee, B. Mann, I. Hiller,
A, Schlessinger."(1) 1In charge during 1904 was Rabbi Max Raisin, who
established fortnightly circuit services at Clinton.(2) The congrega-
tion dissolved in January 1905 because of a dwindling membership. Up
to 1917 the Jews of St. Francisville assembled on obligatory holy days
under the leadership of Ben Leopold,(3)

Rudolph Teutsch is the custodian of the records.

a. [TEMPLE SINAI RECORD BOOK], July 1892-Jan. 7, 1905, 1 vol.
Minutes of proceedings of meetings held by this organization., Included
are membership rolls, Sabbath School, and cemetery records,

23. CONGREGATION TEMPLE SINAI, 1895--, 713 Hodges Street, Lake
Charles, Calcasieu Parish,
Reform,

Congregation Temple Sinai was established in Septsmber 1895 in
Enterprise Hall and worshipped there for one year. Members then moved
to the Masonic Temple adjoining the present synagogue on Hodges
Street.(4) The group obtained a charter on June 10, 1907 with L. Kaufman,
I. Reinauer, Louis Reinauer, Sol Reinauer, Henry lieyer, Samuel Bendel,
Felix Meyer, I, H. Davis, A, Bluestein, Henry E. Kaufman, Robert Cohn,
Henry Heymandinger, J. L. Gross, Samusl Levy, Samuel Kaufman, M. J.
Muller, Mrs, Julia Marx, Julius Frank, Theo, Frank, Moise Marxz, Ben
Jacobs, Henry Bloch, L. Levy, Sol Bloech, D. Reims, L. M, Herman,
M. Schochet, and Armand Levy as incorporators., The charter declared
adherence to the American Minhag.(5) The temple was dedicated November
20, 1904. Rabbi I, Warsaw of Lake Charles, Rabbi J. Friedland of
Beaumont, and Rabbi M. Jacobson of Shreveport participated in the dedi-
cation exercises; Judge D. B. Gorham and Mayor Winterhaler were among
the speakers,(6) Affiliation with the Union of American Hebrew Congrega-
tions was effected in 1908, E. R. Kaufman, an attorney, is the leader,
He graduated from Vanderbilt University, 1909, and from Columbia Univers-
ity in 1912, There are 20 Jewish families in Lake Charles,(7)

l. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Aug. 15, 1902.

2. 1Ibid., Nov, 25, 1904,

3. St. Francisville True Democrat, Silver Anniversary Edition, Feb. 24,
RO 70

4. Information obtained from E. R, Kaufman, Charleston Hotel, Dec. 4,
1940, by Rose M. Commander.

5. Calecasieu Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Mortgage Record, vol. 22,
P. 289,

6. lake Charles American, Nov, 21, 1904,

7. Information obtained from E. R. Kaufman, Charleston Hotel, Dec., 4,
1940, by Rose M, Commander.




G 5

(23,24) Archives of Congregations

a. [SABBATH SCHOOL RECORD], Oct. 2, 1936--. 1 vol.
List of pupils of this school, giving name of each pupil. No obvious
arr, Hdw. Approx. 100 pp. 8 x 10 x 1., In homs of Mrs. W, J. Prater,
629 Drew Street.

24, CONGREGATION AGUDATH ACHIM ANSHE SFARD (United Brothers of the
Sephardic Rite), 1896-~, 2230 Carondelet Street, New Orleans,
Orleans Parish,

Orthodox.

Russian, Polish, and Galacian Jews, who settled in New Orleans,
founded Congregation Agudath Achim Anshe Sfard.(l) A charter was not
obtained until October 25, 1900.(2) The congregation was re-incorporated
pn January 7, 1909.(3) The first place of worship was at 209 South
Rampart Street; later at the corner of Julia and South Rampart Streets.
From there the congregation moved to 1309 South Rampart Street. The
final change came on September 5, 1926 when Congregation Agudath Achim
Anshe Sfard dedicated its present temple on Carondelet Strset,(4) When
the congregation was reorganized in 1915 Moses H, Goldberg was invited
to serve as rabbi., Rabbi Goldberg was never officially elected, but
he served until August 14, 1938, at which time Rabhi M. J. Elefant was
installed.(5) The temple is a two-story brick building with a seating
capacity of 500, It is Romanesque in architecture. It was extensively
remodeled, and re-dedicated March 10, 1940.(6)

The congregatiion membership represents 123 families. The sister-
hood (see entry 123) was formed in 1925.(7) Rabbi Moses I, Goldberg,
native of Russia, is the incumbent. He began his studies in the Academy
of Slutzk, famous Talmudic Institution. Driven to Poland in 1920 by the
Bolsheviki, he pursued his studies at Kletz and Lomza. Shortly after,
Rabbi Goldberg came to the United States, In 1929 he graduated from
Yeshivah College, New York City, and served in Danville, Va., and
Newport News, Va,, prior to his coming to New Orleans.(8) Sol Grishman
is president; H, Hershberg is secrstary.

a, MINUTE BOOK, 1934--, 1 vol.
Record of proceedings at meetings held by this congregation, giving
date of meeting and nature of business considered, Arr. chron, by date

Shpall, Jews, p. 24.

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 676, pp. 294-297.
Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 912, p, 638,

New Orleans Times-Picayune, March 9, 1940,

Information obtained from Samuel Teles, 610 S, Rampart St., March 27,
1939, by Josephine Pulley.

New Orleans Times-Picayune, Mar. 11, 1940.

. Fishel Counterman, 1939 Yearbook of Congregation Anshe Sfard,

.
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Jan. 29, 1939 (Copy in Howard-Tilton Memorial Library).
8., New Orleans Jewish Ledger, July 12,°1940.
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of entry. Hdw, in Hebrew; g few entries in English, 200 pp. 12 x 7 x
1., In home of recording sécretary, Henry Estes, 1015 Washington Avenus,

b. FINANCE BOOK, 1921--, 2 vols,
Record of members and receipts of this organization, giving names and
addresses of active and visiting members, accounts of dues paid, and
personal donations with dates and amounts contributed. Arr, chron. by
date of entryj alph. thereunder by surname, Hdw, Approx. 950 pp.
Aver, 12 x 8 x 3, In home of secretary, H, Hershberg, 1806 Milan Street.

25, CONGREGATION SCHANGARY TEFILOTTS (Cates of Prayer), 1897--,
New Iberia, Iberia Parish.
Reform.

Although Congregation Schangary Tefilotts was not incorporated until
May 20, 1897,(1) the Jewish residents had been holding services there for
quite a number of years. About 75 years ago, Michell Heyman brought a
large torah to New Iberia and presented it to his fellow Jews, Later a
smaller torah was presented by Joseph Wise, who was the group's first
loader.(2) Joseph Wise, 1830-1902, was a pioneer Jew of the community.
(3) Wise, Leopold Levy, M. Lehman, Leopold Kling, Leopold Baer, J.
Rosenzweig, M. Hirsch, and Louis Ochs were the incorporators of Congre-
gation Schangary Tetilotts.(4) A lot was purchased August 2, 1897.(5)
The corner stone of a synagogue was laid Fsbruary 26, 1904,(6) and dedi-
cation followed on September 2, 1904, Rabbi Julian Miller, of Omaha,
officiated at the dodication.(7) In November 1939 the congregation affi-
liated with the Union of American Hebrew Congregations., Students from
Hebrew Union College officiate on holidays. Abraham Hirsch is the reader.
There are 19 members and the total community is about one hundred persons.
(8) Mrs. Henry Meyer is the secretary; Nathan Davis is treasurer.

Records are kept in the office of Nathan Davis, 146 W, Main Street,

a, FINANCIAL RECORD, 1934--, 1 vol.
Record of receipts and disbursement of funds of this organization, giving

1., Iberia Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Miscellaneous Docket Book,
volls 3 bpe 260=2 62"

2. Information obtained from Mrs, Henry Meyer, New Iberia, Sept. 6,
1940, by B. L, Mestayer.

3. Memorial window in synagogue.

4, Iberia Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Miscellaneous Docket Book,
vol., 3, pp. 260-263.

5. Iberia Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Book, Vo35,
folio 11; alsc Original Mgrtgages, vol. 46, Mortgage #5672,

6., New Ibsria {eskly Iberian, Feb, 27, 1904,

7. New Iberia Enterprise and Independent Observer, Sept. 3, 1904,

8., Information obtained from Mrs. Henry Meyer, Sept. 6, 1940, by B. L.
Mestayer.
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on receipis, dates, amounts, and sources; on disbursements, date of check
to whom issued, amount, and purpose of expenditure, Arr, chron. by date
of entry, Hdw., 400 pp. 10 x 14 x 1,

26, CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL (House of Israel), 1903--, 1616 Caron-
delet Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish, 7
Orthodox.

Seeking to consolidate several smaller groups into a united Ortho-
dox synagogue,(l) a committee of a few men met on October 25, 1903 and
founded Congregation Beth Israel.(2) A charter was obtained January
18, 1904.(3) BEarly services were held in small rented quarters at Caron-
delet and Poydras Streets (4) and on occasion meetings were held in the
hall of Somech Nophlim Association No., 1, 510 Carondelet Street (see en-
try 92).(5) By February 1905, steps had been taken to secure a syna~
gogue, and subscriptions were sought.(6) A residence at 1616 Carondelet
Street, previously occupied by Mayor Joseph Ansoetegui Shakspeare, was
purchased, It was a stately structure, designed by James Gallier, Sr.,
architect, and previously it had housed a Presbyterian school. Only a
little remodeling was necessary to convert it into a synagogue.(7) Dedi-
cation exercises were held April 1, 1906.(8) The old building was demol-
ished in 1915, and the present building was erected. At the same time
another building, adjacent to the synagogue, was constructed, It is used
as a community center and known as Menorah Institute (see entry 124). It
also houses the Menorah School (see entry 124),(9) The synagogue is of
brick and stucco, Byzantine architecture, and it seats 1,200 persong.

Men worshippers ars seated on the lower floor; the women occupy the bal-
cony,

The congregation owns two cemeteries, one at Canal and Anthony
Streets, the other at 4300 Frenchmen Street (see entry 42). A Sabbath
School was organized in 1904, A daily religious school is conducted at
Menorah Institute, There is the Beth Israel Sisterhood (see entry 121)
and the Beth Israel Men's Club, (see entry 131) formed in 1923 and 936,
respectively, Membership in the congregation is about four hundred.
Rabbi H, Meyerwitz was the first settled rabbi and served for 10 years
beginning in 1907.(10) Rabbi Moses H. Goldberg served for a year before

New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Feb, 17, 1905,

Shpall, Jews, p. 23.

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 781, pp. 101-104.
« Information obtained from Miss Esther Fisher, 1800 Dryades St.,
Apr. 24, 1940 by Stella W. Steve,.

New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Jan. 13, 1905,

o abida. Fobe TR 100b 0"

Tbid., Sept. 8, 1905,

Ibid., Apr. 6, 1906,

o Shpall, Jews, p« 23,

Information obtained from Miss Esther Fisher, 1800 Dryades St,,
Apr, 24, 1940, by Stella W. Steve,
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Archives of Congregations (26,27)

Rabbi Meyerwitz.(l) Members classify their congregation as Modern Ortho-
dox. Standard prayer books have been adopted with English translation.
Affiliation is maintained with the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations
of America, New York City.(2) Rabbi Uri Miller, elected in 1935, is the
spiritual leader, He is a graduate of Lewis Institute, Chicago, and
holds a rabbinical degree from Hebrew Theological Collegse, Chicago.
Ellis C. Irwin is president; Morris Hyman, vice president; Joseph Cohen,
recording secretary; Meyer Barton, financial secretary; Morris Reiner,
treasurer.,

Records are kept in Rabbi Miller's office, 1629 Buterpe Street,
unless otherwise indicated,

a, BETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION MINUTES, 1937-~. 1 vol,
Record of proceedings at meetings held by this congregation, giving date
and business considered. Arr, chron, by date of entry, Typed., 12 x
g x g

b. BETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION MEMBERS ACCOUNT, 1935--, 1 vol.
(loose-leaf).
Record of receipts and disbursements showing financial status of the
synagogue. Arr, chron, by date of entry. Hdw, 8 x 12 x 5,

¢c. BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE MENORAH TALMUD TORAH, 1935--. 1 vol.

Records of births, weddings, anniversaries, accounts of recovery from

illness, in memoriam, and miscellaneous remarks. Arr. chron, by date of
entry, Hand printed, 18 x 12 x 2, In glass case in Synagogue.

27, CONGREGATION EMANU'EL (God With Us), ca. 1907- ?, 0ld Young
Men's Hebrew Association Building, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.
Defunct.

This congregation, composed of a number of Jews who immigrated from
Greece,(3) was organized about 1907, Services were held in the old Young
Men's Hebrew Association Building. Other congregations gradually ab-
sorbed the membership and the organization lapsed, The date of lapse is
unknown, (4)

No records have been found.

1, Information obtained from Dr, Mendel Silber, 1735 Gen, Pershing St.,
Apr, 24, 1940, by Stella W, Steve.

2, Information obtained from Rabbi Uri Miller, 1300 St. Andrew St.,
Apr, 24, 1940, by Stella W. Stevs,

3. Information obtained from Dr, David Fichman, Stern Building, New
Orleans, June 25, 1940, by Verdie Gomez.

4, American Jewish Yearbook, IX (1907-08), 188.
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i

28, CONGREGATION AGUDATH HAKEHILLOTH (United Community), 1909-15, i S

South Rampart and Julia Streets, New Orleans, Orleans Parish, ! tive o

Defunct. ! a rabb

; d govern

The purpose of this organization was to act as a central advisory | 1925.

body for the several Orthodox groups which existed in New Orleans during § Jewish

the first two decades of the century. Organized in October 1909, the § Atter

congregation selected Rabbi Moses H., Goldberg to officiate at the dif- ' Alexan

ferent gatherings. The formation of Orthodox congregations, and the § the co

selection of Rabbi Goldberg as leader of one of these, (see entry 13) | R
caused the dissolution of Congregation Agudath Hakehilloth in 1915.(1) |

No records were found. a

Record

! giving

29. CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL (Sons of Israsl), 1913--, Second § and ba

and Fulton Streets, Alexandria, Rapides Parish. ! age, S

Orthodox, i thereu

Motivated by a desire to worship in the traditional Orthodox cus-
tom and in the Hebrew tongue, a score of members belonging to Congrega- 3
tion Gemiluth Chassodim (ses entry 8) withdrew from that group in 1913
to form Congregation B'nai Israsl.(2) A dozen years prior to the orga-
nization of the present B'nai Israel there was a congregation or minyan
of that name in Alexandria, Ths Jewish Ledger of New Orleans reported

that at a meeting of "the Sons of Israel" in October 1900 “the Union ‘ A
Prayer Books were adopted much to the delight of members." Rabbi Alex WO?Shl
Rosenspitz was conducting services, A Sabbath School had been organ- t?les,
ized with Mrs. Simon Gugenheim, Mrs, Jonas Rosenthal, Mrs. Achills | tion c
Bauer, and Abe Bear acting as leaders.(3) Congregation B'nai Israel tion c
was chartered December 9, 1913, the 17 signers including H. Bohrer, ! c?StOK
president; D. Neustadt, vice-president; Joseph Weil, secretary; and Tion ¢
Nathan Wohlder, treasurer.(4) The first synagogue was at Fourth and | Goldbe
Lee Streets, which building was occupied until the present temple was | and sy
completed in 1932. Rabbi Rubenstein Arenson, 1913-15, wes the first of the
settled spiritual leader.(5) The property on which the present syna- § advanc
gogue stands was purchased in 1931,(6) The congregation owns B'nai | ental
Israel cemetery, (see entry 52) and conducts a daily religious school wore e
in the synagogue. do; be
mainta
Charle
Rabbis
1. Information obtained from the late Rabbi Moses H., Goldberg, :
(d, Jan., 6, 1940) Aug. 9, 1939, by B. P. Martin. | —
2. Information obtained from Meyer Kaplan, 1025 Second St., Alexandria, !
May 16, 1939, by Marion H. Page. N
3. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Nov. 2, 1900. 9 £l
4. Rapides Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Charter Record, vol. 1, 2 ;n
Pp. 146-148, 3 ¥°
5. Information obtained from Meyer Kaplan, 1025 Second St., Alexandria, ’ 6”
May 16, 1939, by Marion H. Pags, } !

6. Rapides Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol,
184, pp. 36-40,
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Archives of Congreagations (29,30)

Serving the congregatiocn at present is Rabbi Lipman Levinson, na-
tive of Poland., He was born on April 25, 1875, and as a youth attended
a rabbinical college in Valozno, Russia, Later he studied at a Russian
government school and on graduation taught the Russian language until
1925, That year he immigrated to Canada and was elscted rabbi of the
Jewish congregation at Edenbridge, Sask., where he remainsd until 1937.
After a short stay in Houston, Texas, Rabbi Levinson assumed duties at
Alexandria in October, 1937.(1) Meyer Kaplan is president-secretary of
the congregation.

Records are kept in the office of Meyer Kaplan, 1025 Second Street.

a., FINANCIAL RECORDS, 1913--. 1 vol,
Record of receipts and disbursements of funds of this organization,
giving amounts of assessments, dates, and amounts paid, salary of rabbi,
and balance in treasury. Included are names of members, giving address,
age, sex, and date of affiliation., Arr. chron, by date of entry; alph.
thereunder by names of members. Hdw., 100 pp. 16 x 10 x 1.

30, CONGREGATION OF THE JEWISH ORIENTAL SOCIETY, 1916-ca,1917,
0ld Young Men's Hebrew Association Building, 1205 St. Charlss
Avenue, New Orleans, Orleans Parish,

Defunct,

About 18 young men, natives of Syria and Turkey, who, wishing to
worship in their own language and aftor rites obtaining in those coun-
tries, banded in 1916, They were all of military age and with declara-
tion of war the following year the majority entered service. Dissolu-
tion came soon after.(2) Unique religious rites, departing from the
customs of other Orthodox congregations, mede the short-lived Congrega=-
tion of the Jewish Oriental Society an unusual group, Rabbi Moses H.
Goldberg assisted on several occasions when the society was at worship
and subsequently reported differences in rites. On one occasion, that
of the naming of a child, candles were placed on a platter. Each member,
advancing to the front of the room, lighted a candle while a solemn ori-
ental hymn was being chanted. Rebbi Goldberg said also that children
were named for living persons, contrary to the practice of other Ortho-
dox bodies where names of the departed are given.(3) Headquarters were
maintained in the old Young Men's Hebrew Association Building, St
Charles Avenue, where on January 21, 1917 a Sefer Torah was dedicated.
Rabbis Goldberg, Silber, and Rathstein participated in the ceremony.

1. Information obtained from Rabbi Lipmen Levinson, 1016 St. James St.,
Alexandria, July 12, 1939, by Marion H. Page.

2, Information obtained from Dr. Mendel Silber, 1735 Gen. Pershing St.,
Nov, 15, 1939, by Verdie Gomez.

3. Information obtained from the late Rebbi Moses H. Goldberg (d. Jan,
6, 1940), Nov, 29, 1939, by Verdie Gomez.
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(30-32) Archives of Congregations

The soloist was Isaac Cohen who sang traditional Jewish melodies.
Ufficers at that time were as fqllows: Sam Kassin, president; Nouri
Kalta, vice president; and Isidore Salem, secretary-treasurer.(l) The
sole remaining member of this group now residing in New Orleans is
Jack Sutton, 125 Baronne Street.

No records were found.

31. THE HEBREW MINYAN OF NEWELLTON, 1919--, Union Church Building,
Newellton, Tensas Parish.
Mixed.

Not officially organized, the Newellton minyan consists of some 23
persons who occasionally hold services in the Union Church Building,
which is used by people of other faiths also. The minyan's first meet-
ing was in 1919. The group has never had a rabbi. Some of the members
belong to congregations in Vicksburg and Natchez, Miss.(2)

No records were .located.

32. CONGREGATION BETH EL (House of God), 1920--, Bogalusa,
Washington Parish.
Orthodox.

Led by the late Morris Berenson, Jewish residents of Bogalusa
formed Congregation Beth El in 1920 and conducted services in the
Berenson home.(3) The group was chartered June 28, 1922, (4) and on
December 9, 1923 the corner stone for a temple was laid.(5) The build-
ing was erected on land which, on completion of construction, was do-
nated to the congregation by the Great Southern Lumber Company.(6) In
the dedication program, February 22, 1925, Rabbis Moses H. Goldberg,
Max Heller, H. Raphael Gold, and Mendel Silber took part.(7) The syna-
gogue is a brick structure with seating capacity of approximately one
hundred and sixty. There is no affiliation with any national body.

The Minhag Chassidim is observed. Owning no cemetery, deceased members
are buried in New Orleans. Total membership is 90. The Beth EL
Sisterhood (see entry 118) was organized shortly after foumdation of

1. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Jan. 19, 1917.

2. Information obtained from Levi Morris, Newellton, Apr. 14, 1939,
by Hugh T. Marron.

3. Information obtained from Elias Berenson, Bogalusa, Apr. 4, 1940,
by Mary McCormick.

4. Washington Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Charter Book, vol. iys
p. 179, entry 89.

5. 1Inscription on corner stone.

6. Washington Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records,
vol. 43, p. 551, entry 454.

7. Dedication Beth El Synagogue, program, Feb. 22, 1925 (Copy in
Statewide Records Project office).
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Archives of Congregations (32 133)

the congregation., There has never been a settled rabbi. On Rosh
Hashonoh and Yom Kippur a spiritual leader from New Orleans is invited
to conduct services,(l) The econgregation sponsors a daily school where
children are taught the Hebrew language by A. L. Hershberg. A. M.
Goldman is congregation president; J. Bien is treasurer.

Records are kept in the safe in J, Bien's Furniture Store, Columbia
Road ,

a, FINANCIAL RECORD, Oc*, 1b, 1939--. 1 vol,
Records of receipts and disbursements of funds of this organization,
showing funds expended for charitable purposes and deposits. Arr. chron.
by date of entry. Hdw. 6 x 4 x 1,

33. ORTHODOX JEWISH CENTER, 1928~~-, 2137 Milan Street, New Orleans,
Orleans Parish,
Orthodox,

For convenience of Orthodox peopls residing in uptown New Orleans
who, in accordance with their ritual, do not ride on the Sabbath, the
Orthodox Jewish Center was organized on March 21, 1928, 1In the beginning
worship was held at 2132 Milan Street. After one year the minyan rented
the house used at present.(2) Officers are as follows: Philip Brener,
chairman; H. Katz, vics chairman; L. Palter, treasurer; and Sam Katz,
secretary.

a., [MINUTE BOOK], 1928--. 2 vols,
Records of proceedings at meetings held by board members, giving date,
nature of business considered, and an account of all financial trans-
actions, Included are membership rolls, giving nemes and addresses, mem-
bership dates and a record of members dropped. Arr. chron. by date of
entry S Haw.. 120 3.8 zelobmdivold, 1928~32, in ofifdce of Louis Paileit,
437 S, Rampart Street; 1 wvol., 1932--, in office of Sam Katz, 1045 Camp
Street.,

1. Information obtained from Sidney Kayman, Bogalusa, Feb, 28, 1940,
by Mary McCormick.

2. Information obtained from Louis Pailet, 437 S. Rampart St., Aug. 2,
1939, by E. A. Westfall,
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INVENTORY OF THE ARCHIVES OF JEWISH CEMETERIES IN LOUISIANA

34, HEBREW REST CEMETERY, 1828--, 2000 Jackson Avenue, New Orleans,
Orleans Parish.

Hebrew Rest is the first organized Jewish cemetery known in Louisi-
ana. There is no authenticated information placing sarlier places of
Israelite interment, although it is indicated that a portion of one of
the old St. Louis Cemsteries (Catholic) in downtown New Orleans was set
aside for that purpose.(l) The burial ground came into existence as a
part of Congregation Shangari Chassed (see entry 1) on April 26, 1828,
with the formal purchase of the plot on Jackson Street (now Jackson
Avenue). At that time the site was a part of Jefferson Parish. The land
had been acquired the preceding April by Manis Jacobs, Gates of Mercy
president.(2) Provisions of the congregation's charter, issued March 25,
1828, (and the bylaws) placed the congregation in full charge of the
cemetery. One section of the charter stipulated that "No Israelite child
shall be excluded from the cemetery because of the mother's religion."(3)
When Gates of Mercy members reorganized in the early 1850's the cemetery
title was vested in the new group which continued under the name of Con-
gregation Shangari Chassed.(4) Enhancement of the cemetery value during
these 20-o0dd years is noteworthy, $361.25 in 1828,(5) $20,725 in 1852 .(6)
The cemetery was sealed in 1868,(7) Its care remains in the hands of
Hebrew Rest Cemetery Association, a group of approximately 950 members
of Touro Synagogue and Temple Sinai.(8) Information on the first burial
is conflicting., Sources differ as tc the person but agree that the in-
terment took place in June 1828.(9) Officers are as follows: Lazare
Levy, president; Louis Hausmann, sscretary; and Irving R. Alcus, treas-
urer,

The records are contained within those of Congregation Touro Syna-
gogue (see entry 1 e).

1, Myers, Israslites, p. 56.

2. Orleans Parish, Notarial Archives, C. Pollock, notary, vol. 24,
PP. 348,349, i

3. La, A., 1828, #84; Shpall, "First Synagogue," 526-3530.

4, Jefferson Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Book, vol, C,
P72

5. Orleans Parish, Notarial Archives, C. Pollock, notary, vol. 24,
Pp. 348,349,

6. Jefferson Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Book, vol. C,
D 72 %s

7. Stone at gate of cemetery.

8. Information obtained from Louis Hausmann, 730 Canal St., New Orleans,
Jan. 20, 1940, by Minnie A, Spenso,

9. Jewish Histdrical Publishing Company of Louisiana, Hisiory of
Jews of Louisiane,p, 45. See also liyers, Israelites, p. 56; Hun-

dredth Anniversary, p., 8; Shpall, Jews, p. 9.




35,36) Archives of Cemeteries

35, CEMETERY ASSOCIATION LINFUZOTH JEHUDAH (Dispersed of Judah),
1846~~, Canal Street between South Anthony and Helena Streets,
New Orleans, Orleans Parish,

Records show that this association existed as early as January 2,
1846 (see sub-entry a). It was organized by Congregation Linfuzoth
Yehudah to facilitate proper burial.(1l) 1In 1881 Congregation Linfuzoth
Yehudah merged with Congregation Shangari Chassed (see entry 1), and
the association became an independent body, retaining its original name.

On February 1, 1850 Judah Touro donated the site on Canal Street
for the burial ground,(2) The present set of governing rules was adopt-
ed February 24, 1918, Membership is limited to 50 persons. Each member
is entitled to the services of a rabbi for marriage and burial rites.
Each member may purchase as many squares in the cemetery plot as neces-
sary for himself and his family, Non-Jews may be buried there provided
no ceremonies contrary to Jewish beliefs are conducted, or non-Jewish
symbaols erected.(3) No record of incorporation has been found. Ben ja=
min Y, Wolf is president; M. M. Tannenbaum, vice president; Jacob
Phillips, secretary; and Maurice Simon, treasurer.

a. [GENERAL RECORD OF CEMETERY ASSOCIATION HEBREN CONGREGATION
DISPERSED OF JUDAH], Jan. 2, 1846--., 4 wvols,

Minutes of proceedings at meetings held by this organization, giving
names of members present, reports of committees, elsction of officers,
financial reports, dates of moetings, and business considered., In-
cluded are records of deaths, giving name and age of deceased, date of
death, cause of death, place of birth, date of interment, number of
row, and number of grave, Dates are given according to the Gregorian
Calendar with corresponding dates according to the Hebrew Calendar,
Arr, chron, by date of entry. Hdw, Aver, 80 pp, 16 x 10 x 1. 1846~
98, 1917--, 3 vols,, in home of Mr, Jacob Phillips, Apt, A, Marlborough

Gate, 1899-~1916, 1 vol,, in office of Mr, Benjami i
Carondelet Stree%. X ! g e

36, CEMETERY SHAARAI TEFILLAH (
Street, between Pitt ang Ga
Orleans Parish,

Gates of Prayer), 1850--, Joseph
rfield Streets, New Orleans,

Selecting a site now in the heart of Ne

. _ w Orleans' uptown residen-
tial section and only a few blocks removed f P

rom Audubon Park, members

1. By-Laws of the Cemetery Association Hebrew
3 B sy Tt -
of Judah, copy in Statewide Record
cited as By-Laws.
2. Orleans Parish, Mortcage 0ffj
an S age Offi
e R ;:g gag fice, Record Book, vol. 6, pp. 244,245,

. Congregation Dispersed
§ Project office; hereqinaftor
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Archives of Cemeteriss (36,37)

of Congregation Gates of Prayer, on January 24, 1850,(1) established a
cemetery that was variously known as "Hebrew Rest" and "Joseph Street
Cemotery."(2) The cemetery was incorporated with the congregation in
1850 and anew on May 22, 1930,(3) Through subscription of members a
trust fund is maintained for the perpetual care of the graves. The La-
dies' Auxiliary (see entry 70) and other dasignated members care for the
cemetery. The board meets monthly on second Mondays at the Leopold Weil
Center, Napoleon Avenue and Coliseum Street.(4) That portion of the cem-
etery originally set aside for residents of the Julius Weis Home for the
Aged and Infirm (see entry 97) was turned over to the Jewish Charitable
and Bducetional Federation (see entry 107) in 1928 for the burial of in-
digent Jews.(5) Samuel S. Victor is president.

Records are kept in the home of Samuel S. Viector, 2411 Jeiferson
Avenus.

a. DEATH RECORD CONGREGATION GATES OF PRAYER, 18563--, 1 vol.
Records of deaths and interment, giving name of deceased, date of death,
date of burial, location of grave by section and row. Included are rules
and regulations of this burial ground, Arr, chron, by date of entry;
alph., by name of deceased., Hdw., 12 x 9 x 1.

37, CEMETERY GEMILUTH CHASSODIM (Unselfish Benevolence), 1854--,
Pineville, Rapides Parish.

This cemetery, situated across Red River from Alexandria, belongs
to Congregation Gemiluth Chassodim in Alexandria (see entry 8). It was
established in November 1854 by a Hebrew Benevolent Association, which
had been hurriedly formed to arrange for the burial of a strange Jew
whose body had been brought to Alexandria.(6) The first interment was
November 25, 1854,(7) It is a plot of 300 feet by 400 feet; approximate-
1y 75 percent of the area is in use, Sub-surface burials and vaults are
used,.(8) William Hashbaum is president; L, C, Bauer is secretary.

The records are kept in the office of L. C. Bauer, 307 Federal Build-
ing,

a, INTERMENT RECORD, Nov. 25, 1854--, 1 vol.
A record of deceased members of Congregation Gemiluth Chassodim, giving
name, address, age, sex, description, date of interment, location of

Shpall, Jews, p. 21.

Myers, Israelites, p. 57.

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 1417, pp. 410-414,

Information obtained from Samuel S. Victor, 2411 Jefferson Ave.,

Mar, 22, 1939, by Stella W, Steve.

5. Information obtained from Dr. Mendel Silber, 1735 Gen. Pershing St.,
Mar,. 22, 1939, by Stella W. Steve.

6. Seventy-fifth Anniversary.

7. TInterment Record (see sub-entry 37z2).

8. Information obtained from L. C. Bauer, 307 Federal Bldg., Alexandria,

May 10, 1939, by Merion H. Page.

oW D
P




(37-39)

grave, and number of plot, Arr. chron. by date of interment, Hdw.

Record is old and worn and some entries are faded. 175 pp., 16 x 10 x A

38. CEMETERY OHAVI SHOLOM (Lovers of Peace), 1856--, Division
Street, Plaquemine, Iberville Parish.

On November 11, 1856, within a few months after the Hebraw Benevo-
lent Society of Plaquemine (ses entry 75) was chartered,(1l) the group
purchased a2 burial ground on Division Street.(2) The Jews of Plaquemins
later organized themselves as Congregation Ohavi Sholom (see entry 17)
The charter for that organization, issued in 1878, provided "for embel-
lishment of the cemetery."(3) The same provision prevailed in the con-
gregation's new charter of 1905.(4) About this time supervision of the
cemetery was assumed by the Jewish Ladies'Aid Society (sse entry 100)
under Mrs, L., N, Rose., The Jewish Ladies' Aid Society continues +o care
for the cemoetery.(5) Mrs. T. W. Dardenne is 'the society president,

No records were found,

39. HEBREW REST CEMETERIES, 1858--, Baker and Sprague Strests,
and 1573 Texas Avenue, Shreveport, Caddo Parish.

With Mayor Jonas Robeson acting for the municipality and A, L.
Heine signing as president of the Hebrew Benevolent Association, (ses
entry 76) the Jewish organization, on July 17, 1858, purchased from +the
City of Shreveport a portion of Oakland Cemetery for $160.(6) Abraham
Winter and other members of the benevolent group wers active in the in-
corporation of Congresation B'nai Zion (see entry 5) eight years later.
(7) The first interment in the Jewish section was tha+t of Babette
Eichelstein, June 30, 1860.(8) 1In 1873 the yellow fever epidemic in
Shreveport took its toll among the Jewish residents, Within a few years
the cemetery was filled and a ney burying ground was needed.(9) A two-

l. La. A., 1856, #1738,

2. Iberville Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Original Conveyance Acts,
vol. 4, entry 360,

3. Iberville Parish, Clerk of Court's office,
Acts, vol, 3, entry 797,

4. Iberville Parish, Clerk of Court's
Acts, vol, 9, entry 253,

5. Information obtained from Mrs. T. W.
1939, by Thomas Q. Chapman,

6. Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court!
Pp. 679,680,

7« Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office,
PP. 64-66; Ia, A., 1858, 74,

8. Information obtained from Je M.
30, 1939, by Bertha i, Shaner,

9. Jewish Historiecal Publishin
of Louisiana, P. 104,

Original Miscellansous
office, Original Miscellansous
Dardenne, Plaquemine, July 20,
§ office, Conveyance Record, vol, L,
Conveyance Record, vol. P,
Kaufman, 1041 Sheridan Ave.,, Oct.

g Company of Louisiana, History of Jews
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Archives of Cemsteriss

acre site on Texas Avenue for a second Hebrew Rest
(1) There being no burial society,
vision of the congregation, (2)

Records are kept in the office of
Sheridan Avenus,

was acquired in 1885,
the cemetery is under direct super-

J. M. Kaufman, secretary, 1041

a. CEMETERY RECORD BOOK, 1885--. 1 vol,
Records of burial plots sold and interments,
with number and location of lot bought, date
name of person buried and whether a member of the congregation, age of
deceased, date of death, causse of death, name of atiending physician and

number of burial plot, Arr. chron. by date of entry. Hdw. on printed
tormse: (100 pPpee iz 14 3.1,

giving name of purchaser
purchased and amount paid;

40. CEMETERY ASSOCIATION OF CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL (Children of

Israel), 1858--, Fifth and Laursl Streets, Baton Rouge, East
Baton Rouge Parish,

Records of the association show that it was established in 1858 (see
sub-entry 40 a) but it was not incorporated until June 30, 1916,(3) The
first burial recorded in the association's Death Record was that of Isaac
Kahn, age 23, .who died of yellow fever on September 11, 1858 (see sub-
entry 40 2). Congregation Shaare Chessed, one of the older Baton Rouge
Jewish groups which eventually merged with Congregation B'nai Israel
(see entry 6)(4) in 1898, purchassd ground adjoining the first burial
plot in the suburb known as Gracise.(5) In May of 1917 these tracts wers
donated by Shaare Chessed to Congregation B'nai Israsl with the stipula-
tion that they be used “"entirely for cemetery purposes."(6) A few years
later, it was discovered that, through a surveying error, the cemetery
lines hag extended upon grounds owned by outside parties.(7) This neces-
sitated +the purchase of these properties from Mrs. Lillian Knox and Solon
Farrnbacher on May 18, 1925,.(8) Members of B'nai Israel Sisterhood (ses
sntry 109) constitute a commitiee in charge of the grounds, ILazard Blum
is president; Albert Maas is secretary.

Records are kept in the office of J. M. Kaufman, secretary, 1041
Sheridan Avenus,

1. Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol, 3, p,37.

2. Information obtaimed from J. M. Kaufman, 1041 Sheridan Ave., July 7,
1939, by Bertha M. Shaner.

3. East Baton Rouge Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Charter Book, val. 1,
Pp. 194-198,

4. Baton Rouge Woman's Enterprise, Jan. 13, 1921,

9. Bast Baton Rouge Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record,
vol, 22, pp. 550-552,

6. East Baton Rouge Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Original Notarial

] Acts, vol, 120, bd1l, 214, original #4,

Infonmation obtained from Lazard Blum, 1405 Convention St., Dsc. 217,
1939, by Buma J. 0'Brien.

» East Baton Rouge Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record,

[e0)

vol, 151, p, 353,




Archives of Cemeteries

a. DEATH RECORDS, 1858-~, 1 vol.
Record of interment in B'nai Israel Cemetery, giving name of deceased,
date and place of birth, date of death, section and grave number. Arr,
chron. by date of entry. Hdw. 110 pp. 6% x 9 x 13.

b. JEWISH CEMETERY MEMORIAL FUND, 1929--, 1 bundle.

Contains certificates of shares of the full paid income of the Union
Federal Savings and Loan Ass'n. issued %o the Jewish Cemetery Fund. The
cortificates show date of issue, serial number of coertificate, number of
shares, value, and signature of the president and secretary of the Loan
Ass'n,., and the seal of the company. Included are names of persons
making donations, amounts donated, dates, and nemes of persons .commemo-
rated, This fund is kept in trust for the permanent upkeep of the graves
of persons commemorated, Arr. chron. by date of certificate. Hdw. and
typed on printed forms. 27 documents. Aver, 2 BRSO e iS5t il o P Giee
of the treasurer, 541 Convention Street.

¢. [Map of ] OLD HEBREW CEMETERY, Jan. 1, 1927. 1 plat. Blueprint,
Plat of tract W 4 of square 9, Suburb Gracis showing subdivisions "A",
"B", "C", and "D" of the 0ld Hebrew Cemetery. Also shown ars family
burial plots and individuval burial places of members of congregation,
Artists: Isaac Morgan and 7. Abramson, Baton Rouge, La. Scale: 1"

equals 10', 48 x 60, 1In office of Albert Meas, North Blvd. and 13th
Street,

d, [Map of ] NEW CEMETERY LOT, 1939. 1 plat. Blueprint.
Plan of new unoccupied cemetery, B'nai Israel Cemetery. Artist, Isaac
Mayse, Baton Rouge, La. Scale: 1 equals 10', 48 x 60, In office
of Albert Maas, North Blvd. and 13th Street,

41, CEMETERY B'NAI ISRAEL (Children of Israel), 1861l--, Grammont
and Elysian Streets, Monroe, Ouachita Parish,

This cemetery was established in 1861 when the Hebrew Congrega-
tion Manasas, which later becams Congregation B'nai Israel, (see entry
7) bought a tract of land to be used as a cemetery, the latter then
designated as the Hebrew Burying Ground.(1l) A Jewish cemetery associa-
tion was organized. Therse have been about two hundred and fifty inter-
ments to date, Among those buried is Louis Lock, d. May 16, 1916,
pioneer in the development of the Monros gas fields,(2) Rosena Chapel
was named by Dr. David Winegarten as a memorial to his wife who died

September 9, 1937.(3) The cemetery is under supervision of Isador
Liebrich,

Ouachita Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol.

Py ppe 519,520,

<. Information obtained from Dr, F. K, Hirsch, 406 Jackson St,, Monroe,
Juns 10, 1939, by Edna E. Reid.

3. Information obtained from Mrs. L. Krauss, 610 Jackson St., Monros,
June 10, 1939, by Edna E. Reid.
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Archives of Cemeteries (41,42)

Unless otherwise indicuted, records are in the possession of Isador
Liebrich, 119 DeSiard Strest.

a. TREASURER'S BOOK, Jan, 1, 1935--. 1 wvol.
Membership registry and record of finances of the Jewish Cemetsry Associa-
tion. Registry gives full names of members; receipts give amount of duss,
dete of payment, and how paid (annually or semi-annually); a record of
disbursements for upkeep of cemetery grounds, showing amounts disbursed
and dates. Arr. chron. by date of entry. Hdw, 100 je )2l QAR 2l 07 G SR BTN K
home of secretary-treasurer, Mrs., L. Krauss, 610 Jackson Street,

b. GROUND TITLE RECORDINGS, June 1, 1925--. 1 vol.
Rscord of ownership of cemetery lots, giving date of recording, number of
title, number and location of lot, to whom sold, amount paid, and date of
payment. Arr. chron. by date of entry. Hdw. 150 PRI N Ax i e B R

¢. CRYPT SALES, June 1, 1925--. 1 vol.
Record of crypt sales and interments, giving date of sale, block number,
crypt number, name of deceased, date of interment, name of buyer, amount
paid, and date of payment. Arr, chron, by date of sale, Hdw. 150 PP.
12 'z lis e el

42. BETH ISRAEL (House of Israel) CEMETERIES, 1864--, 4300 Frenchmen
Strest, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.,

In 1864 members of Congregation Temime Derech (see entry 4) bought a
plot of ground at Canal and South Anthony Streets (1) which was used as
2 burial place. Most members of Temime Derech joined Congregation Beth
Israel (2) after the former disbanded in 1903.(3) During the latter year
Congregation Beth Israel acquired an adjoining plot and established =
cemetery. By 1936 all space in these plots had been used and Congrega-
tion Beth Israel then acquired property at 4300 Frenchmen Strest. A part
of the latter is set aside for burial of indigent Jews and for burial of
lepers from the United States hospital at Carville., A trust fund has
been set up to insure cars in perpetuity for the graves. At the entrance
of the Frenchmen Street site is the medahrhaus through which pall bearers
carry the coffin and where mourners perform their ablutions.(4) The
board of directors meets on the second Thursdays at Menorah Institute
(see entry 124); Harry Offner is president.

Records are located in the library of Menorah Institute, 1629 Euterpe
gtreet. One volume, 1936--, in office of Harry Offner, 326 South Rampart
treet,

——

Heller, Jubiles, Pa e

New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Feb, 17, 1905,

Myers, Israelites, p. 5A4,

Information obtained from Harry Offner, 326 S. Rampart St,, July
22, 1939, by Stella W. Steve,
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a. DEATH RECORD, 1903--. 3 vols.
Record of interment in the cemetery of this organization at S. Anthony
and Canal Streets, 1905-35, and those of the cemetery at 4300 Frenchmen
Street, 1936--, giving name of deceased, date of death and burial, Arr.
chron, by date of entry. Hdw. Aver. 10 x 8 x 2.

43. HEBREW REST CEMETERIES NO. 1 AND NO. 2, 1866--, 4100-01
Frenchmen Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.

Realizing the need for more burial space, Congregation Shangari
Chassed (see entry 1), in 1859, obtained the site where Hebrew Rest Ceme-
tery No. 1 is located. On December 16 of that year permission was
granted by the city to convert it into a burial ground. (1) The old
Hebrew Rest Cemetery on Jackson Avenue was not closed until 1868, (2)
but first interments were made on Frenchmen Street in 1866.(3) On
March 22, 1872 Congregation Temple Sinai (see entry 9) purchased from
Shangari Chassed one-half interest in the Frenchmen Street property. (4)
On May 19, 1872, the two congregations formed a joint board to supervise
the burial grounds. The board continues today in the Hobrew Rest Ceme-
tery Association.(5) The need for still more burial space led to the
purchase of a 10t directly across Frenchmen Street in 1894.(6) A finhl
purchase was negotiated on June 1, 1938.(7) A% present each cemetery
consists of one city block,

In 1900 a general beautification plan was put into effect, and mem-
bers joined in seeking better railroad service.(8) Only dirt roads led :
to the cemeteries and on rainy days these wore impassable,(9) leaving
as the sole means of access the old Pontchartrain Railroad which, be-
ginning in 1832, operated from Blysian Fields Avenue +to Milneburg. (10)
This is claimed to be the nation's first railway for general passenger
traffic.(1l1) Burial of non-Jewish spouses has beén permitted since
1916,(12) All interments are sub-surface. The association is composed
of about nine hundred and fifty persons who were members of Temple Sinai

1. New Orleans, City Archives, Ordinances and Resolutions, Assistant
Aldermen, 4664-5231, Room 4, bin 422.
2 Stone at entrance of cemetery.
3. Interment Record (see sub-entry 43 a),
4 Orleans Parish, Conveyance Office, Record, vol. 102, p. 206.
5. Minute Book (see sub-entry 43 b).
6. Heller, Jubilese, p. 139, note 1.
7 Orleans Parish, Conveyance Office, Record, vol. 496, p. 487,
8. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, June 15, 1900.
9. Information obtained from Louis Hausmann, 730 Canal St., June 2D
1940, by Minnie A. Spenso.
10. Louisiana W. P. A. Writers' Project, New Orleans City Guide, p. 27.
11. Joseph Nathan Kane, Famous First Factgj_b. 433; Coleman, Guids,
0 R BT
12. Heller, Jubilee, p. 80.
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Archives of Cemetsries (43,44)

and Touro Synagogue,(l) The latter is the successor to Congregation
Shangari Chassed (2) (see entry 1). The board of supervisors meets
twice a year. Officers are as follows: Lazare Levy, president; Louis
Hausmann, secretary; Irving R. Alcus, treasurer, Hy Schaefer is the sex-
ton, Temple Sinai has a burial section in Metairie Cemetery also (see
entry 46),

Unless otherwise indicated records are to be found in an iron safe
in the hall at Temple Sinai Center, 6221 St. Charles Avenus.

a., RECORD HEBREW REST CEMETERY (Interment Record), 1866--., 1 vol.
Record contains names of deceased, age, date of birth, date of death,
cause of death, doctor's certificate, date of interment, section, number
of row, number of plot, date tombstone erected, and remarks, Arr. chron.
by date of entry; alph. by surneme of deceased. Hdw. on printed forms.
204 ‘pperTbdrent 16T stivghy

b. MINUTE BOOK OF H(ebrew) R(est) C(emetery) A(ssociation), May 19,
1872~-, 1 wvol,
Minutes of regular, annual, and special meetings and records of general
business of the board of commissioners. Arr, chron. by date of entry.
Hdw,; typed from Jan. 18, 1931-~-, 290 pp. 10 x 17 x 2,

c. CERTIFICATE TO SEXTON OF H(ebrew) Burial Ground (Burial Permits),
1872--, '1 vol,
Records of burial permits, giving name of deceased, date of birth, ags,
date of death, cause of death, date of interment, and location of grave.
Arr, chron. by date of entry, Hdw,., on printed forms., 11 x 15 x 2,

d. TREASURER'S BOOK, 1872--. 4 vols,
Record of receipts and disbursements of Hebrew Rest Cemsteries, No, 1
and No, 2, Arr, chron, by date of entry, Hdw. Approx. 320 pp. Aver.
9 ix o

6. JOURNAL (Hebrew Rest Cemetery), Jan. 1, 1895-Dec. 1908, 1 wol.
Title varies: Hebrew Cong, Bates of Mercy of the Dispersed of
Judah,
Records of financial transactions of this organization, showing receipts
from dues and donations, and sums expended. Arr. chron. by date of en-
try. Hdw., 15 x 10 x 3. In bookcase in choir loft at Touro Synagogus.

44, CEMETERY B'NAI ISRAEL (Sons of Israsl), ca, 1866--,
Natchitoches, Natchitoches Parish,

This cemetery was under the supervision of Congregation B'nai Israel
(see entry 11) which was incorporated in 1871.(3) The first graves were

l. Information obtained from Louis Hausmemn, 730 Canal St., Juns 25,
}940, by Minnie A. Spenso,
2. Hundredth Anniversary, p. 18.

3. Ia. K., 1871, #8.
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dug just after the War Between the States.(l) The cemetsry was never
given & formal name. Rabbis from Alexandria or Shreveport now go to
Natchitoches for funerals, Cemetery records were destroyed by fire in
October 1932, Dr. Robert J. Phillips was the congrsgation secretary
when the group dissolved.(2)

No records were found.

45, CEMETERY MENACHIM AVEILIM (Comforting the Mourners), 1869--,
Lee and College Avenues, Lafayette, Lafayette Parish.

On February 12, 1869 ex-Governor Alsxandre Mouton donated to Jews
of Lafayette a plot of ground to be used for burial purposses.(3) A
governing body was incorporated April 14, 1890.(4) Jews of Crowley,
Rayne and Lafayette have been buried in Cemetery Menachim Aveilim since
its establishment.(5) Emanusl Ostrich is president; Marcus Meyers is
secretary.

No records were located.

46. TEMPLE SINAI CEMETERIES, 1872«~, Hebrew Rest Nos. 1 and 2
4100-01 Frenchmen Street, 1872--; Jewish Section, Metairie
Cemetery, 1884--, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.

Eleven years after the purchase of one-half interest in Hebrew Rest
Cemetery No. 1 (see entry 43) members of Temple Sinai (ses entry 9), at
the annual meeting in 1883, rsjected a proposal to acquire a new burial
ground. Twelve months later, however, Isidore Newman, M, Frank and
Julius Weis, together with 37 other members, had bought 40 lots in
Metairie Cemetery, The undertaking met with opposition from a portion
of the congregation. Rabbi James K. Gutheim signified his approval by
accepting one of the lots as a gift, and he prspared a ceremony with a
prayer of consecration toward the first burial in the new tract., That
burial was his own.(6) This section, centrally located in Metairie
Cemetery, is laid out in keeping with custom and its surroundings em-
brace many works of sculpture,(7) The trustees of Temple Sinai are in
full charge of the cemeteries and burials.(8) Lazare Levy is president;

1, Information obtained from Miss Augusta Nelken, Natchitoches, July 20,
1939, by Willard L. Cobb,

« Information obtained from Dr. Robert 7J. Phillips July 20, 1939, by

Willard L, Cobb,

Lafayette Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Book of Donations, vol, 1,

PP. 125,126; Notarial Acts, vol, 13, entry 5052,

4, Lafayette Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Miscellansous Record,
vol. 1, entry 14731, pp. 584,585,

9. Information obtained from Mrs. N. Abramson, Gen, Gardiner St.,
Lafayette, July 21, 1939, by Wilton P, Ledet,

6. Heller, Jubilee, pp. 71,72.

7. Myers, Israslites, p. 57.

» Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 723, pp., 132-137.
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Archives of Cemeterises (46-48)

Louis Hausmann, secretary; and Irving R. Alcus, treasurer,
Records are included in those of Temple Sinai (see sub-entry 9 a),

47. B'NAI SHOLOM (Children of Peace) CEMETERY, 1878--, West Madison
Street, Bastrop, Morehouse Parish.

Two acres of ground on the old Bastrop-Point Pleasant Road (now West
ladison Street), were purchased on May 31, 1878, by Congregation B'nai
Sholom to be used as a cemetery.(l) The title rests with the congrega-
tion, which is now defunct, and the cemetery is used by all persons of
Jewish ancestry. Lots are given to anyone of this faith. The acting
trustee, Ferdinand Wolff, assigns the locations. All graves are sub-
surface. About fifty interments have been made. There is but one mauso-
leum, that of the Wolff family, Care is under supervision of Ferdinand
Wolff and H. H. Goldstein.(2)

No records were found,

48, CEMETERY AHAVAS SHOLOM (Love of Peace), 1890--, 4400 Frenchmen
Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.

This is the cemetery of Congregation Ahavas Sholom (see entry 20).

t dates from 1890, a few years after the founding of the congregation
by Joseph Pailet and other Orthodox Jews. The board of directors meets
semi-annually in Agudath Achim Anshe Sfard Synagogue (ses entry 24) or
in the office of some member, The entire membership gathers once a year,
There are about seventy-five members,(3) Joseph Pailet is president;

0. Gerber, vice president; David Pailet, secretary; and Lester Pailet,
treasurer,

Records are kept in the office of Joseph Pailet, 437 S. Rampart
Street,

a, DEATH RECORDS, 1922--. 1 vol,
Shows name of deceased, date of burial, number of grave, and location by
section and row. The rules and regulations of burial grounds are in-
cludeds Arr, chron. by date of entry., Hdw., 12 x 8 x 1.

1. Morehouss Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol,
L, pp. 1984199.

2. Information obtained from Ferdinand Wolff, Bastrop, La., May 26,

5 1939, by Katherine L, Rhodes,

Information obtained from the late Louis Pailet (d. May 29, 1940),
July 25, 1939, by Stella W. Steve,
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49, CEMETERY CHEVRA THILIM (Society of the Psalms), 1897--, Canal,
South Anthony, Cleveland, and South Bernadotte Streets, New
Orleans, Orleans Parish.

Cemetery property on Canal Street between Cleveland and South Anthony
Streets was purchased by Congregation Chevra Thilim (see entry 13) in July
1897, Within a month it was discovered that Chevra Thilim's original
charter, issued on July 27, 1887, had beon lost or misplaced. In order to
protect the purchase of the cemetery, 16 of the original members of Con-
gregation Chevra Thilim revived the charter on August 31, 1897. Signers
to the charter revival were as follows: S. Lowenstein, S. Klinger, Joseph
Katz, Samuel Katz, H. Muskovitz, Max Miller, Wolf Morales, L. Brandt,

I. G, Barnett, A. Wasserstrum, S. Blitz, 3. Rabinovitz, W. Lowenstein, H.
Fisher, B. Barnett, and Marcus Simon.(l) The governing board of the con-
gregation retains control of the cemetery. E, Finkelstein is president;

Herman Yuspeh, recording secretary; and A. Louis Sizeler, treasurer.

Records are contained in those of Congregation Chevra Thilim. (see
entry 13 b).

50, GRACELAND CEMETERY, 1899--, Lake Charles, Calcasieu Parish.

On February 18, 1899 members of the Lake Charles Hebrew Benevolent
Association (see entry 98) established Graceland Cemetery with the pur-
chase of three acres of ground.(2) It is the burial ground for members
of Temple Sinai Congregation (see entry 23). Business matters ars
handled by the association. Meetings are called,(3) The Lake Charles
Cemetery Association, Ltd., purchased approximately one-third of the
original tract from the benevolent group on May 4, 1918.(4)

No records were found,

51, CEMETERY CHESSED SHEL EMMETH (Society for the Dead),* 1901--,
Walnut Street, Shreveport, Caddo Parish,

Following the incorporation of Congregation Chessed Shel Emmeth
(see entry 19) September 10, 1901,(5) that body acquired land on Walnut

1. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 600, pp. 205-208.

2., Calcasiou Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol.
16213 my 313

3. Information obtained from E. R. Kaufman, Charleston Hotel, Lake
Charles, Dec. 5, 1940, by Rose Commander,

t, Calcasieu Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, veol,
167, pe 618,

5. Caddo Parish, Clerk of Gourt!s office, Conveyance Record, vol, 28,

P. 286,

Rabbi Emil W, Leipziger believes the Hebrew words Chevras Hammes

(Society for the Dead) may have been intended instead of Chessed Shel

Emmeth which means Rightecugness of Truth. s o
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Canal, Street, better known as Butter Alley, and established a burial society.

New (1) Members of Chessed Shel HEmmeth and a minyan called Beth Joseph
merged on October 30, 1902 to form Congregation Agudath Achim (see entry
19) and the property title was transferred to the new corporation. It

Anthony was stipulated, however, that the cemetery was to retain the name Chesssd

in July Shel Emmeth.(2) The cemetery, commonly called Agudath Achim Cemetery,

al has no chapel, The congregation is in charge of upkeep. Graves for the

order to underprivileged are provided by the synagogue.(3) Joe Goldberg is secre-

f Con- R teryy

Lgners Records are kept in the home of Jos Goldberg, 601 Euclid Streset.

, Joseph

1t, a, [CEMETERY RECORD], 1902--. 1 vol.

in, H. Record of interment, giving name of purchaser, number, location and size

16 con- 3 of plot bought; names of deceased buried in Cemetery Chessed Shel Emmeth,

Ldent; ‘ date of death, and name of undertaker. Arr., chron, by date of entry.

"o Hdw, on printed forms. 14 x 9 x 1.

(see

52. CEMETERY B'NAI ISRAEL (Sons of Israel), 1913--, Halloway
Prairie Road, Alexandria, Rapides Parish,

; Shortly after organization of Congregation B'nai Israel (see entry
ylent 29) in 1913 (4) members purchased a tract of land 600 ¥ 600 feet on

pur- | Halloway Prairie Road, three and one-half miles north of the city, for
bers i cemetery purpose, No chapel is maintained at the cemetery. Burials ars
. subsurface and in vaults, About twenty persons have been interred to
‘les 1 date. Business of the cemetery is transacted by the governing body of
) ; g the congregation which meets twice monthly, Meyer Kaplan is the presi-
dent-secretary, (5)
No recqrds were located,
== 53. CUNGREGATIUN AGUDATH ACHIM ANSHE SFARD CEMETERY, .1936--,
Frenchmen, Lombard, Stephen Girard Streets and Elysian
Fields Avenne, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.
h
Inut Comprising seven c¢ity lots, totaling 150 fest by 175 feet, this
cemetery was established by members of Congregation Agudath Achim Anshs
Sfard (see entry 24) in 1936, It is not incorporated. The first burial
was that of Eva Gurievsky, 13, on October 9, 1936. Monthly meetings are
-208.
vol,
x 1. Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol. 28,
P.. 694,
vol, 2. Uaddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyanee Record, vol, 33, p, 99.
3. Information obtained from Joe Goldberg, 601 Buclid St., July 11,
28, 1939, by Bertha k. Shaner.
4 Rapides Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Charter Record, volsils
5 pPp. 146-148,
d 8hel . Information obtained from Meyer Kaplan, 1025 Second St., Jan. 22,
’ 1940, by Marion H, Pags.
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(53-55) Archives of Cemeteriss

held at the synagogue, 2230 Carondelet Street. Upkeep is by congrega-
tion subscription.(l) Albert Pailet is president, Sol Grisham vice
president, Louis Gurievsky, seeretary and J. Silverman, treasurer,

No records were found.

54, CEMETERY BIKUR CHOLIM (Visiting the Sick), (dates unknown),
St. Patrick Street, Donaldsonville, Ascension Parish.

In Donaldsonville the Jewish Cemetery which serves Congregation
Bikur Cholim (see entry 3) has besn in egistence for many years, The
congregation itself was organized in 1856,(2) and a bensvolent society
was incorporated in 1860.(3) Early documents pertaining to Jewish orga-
nization activities in Ascension Parish have been lost. It is possible
that conveyance records of the cemetery were destroyed in the courthouse

fires at Donaldsonville, two of which, 1862 and 1889, consumed numerous
public documents.(4)

55. HEBREW REST CEMETERY, (dates unknown), Bellevue Street,
Opelousas, St. Lendry Parish.

Hebrew Rest Cemetery at Opelousas has been in existence for many
years., One Opelousas resident, Aaron Jacobs, is of the belief that it
dates back beyond the organization of the first congregation in 1877.
No conveyance records have been found. Present cars of the site is en-
trusted to the sisterhood of Temple Emanu'El (see entry 15).(5)

No records wers found.

1. Information obtained from Louis Gurievsky, 2238 Baronne St., June
10, 1941, by Nell Clouston.

2. Myers, Israelites, ol Sk

3. La, A,, 1860, 3.

4,

Ascension Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Miscellansous Notarial
Acts, 1862-1876, vol. 3, p. 104; Ascension Parish, Police Jury,
iinutes, 1889-1900, p. 22

Information obtained from Aaron Jacobs, Opelousas, 1939, by Marsells
C. Saucier,
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INVENTORY OF THE ARCHIVES OF JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS
IN LOUISIANA

B'NAT B'RITH (Sons of the Covenant) L

Philanthropy, cultural development, patriotism, and fellowship are
the main objectives of the fraternal order B'nai B'rith, which was es-
tablished in New York City, October 1843,(1) That was some 30 years
before lodges appeared in Louisiana.(2) A Shreveport unit (see entry

7), the first reported, was formed on November 24, 1870.(3) New Orlsans'
initial group followed in two years.(4) The order's activities ars in-
ternational. Prior to the present World War thers were lodges in 19
countries. Membership is composed of men over 21 years old, and it rep-
resents the most diverse viewpoints, Orthodox and Reform, COHS*TVathG
and Liberal, Zionist and non-Zionist; "differences of politics and phi-
losophy are subordinated to a common ideal of Jewish culture and human
service." The motto is: "Benevolence, Brotherly Love and Harmony,"
There are over 400 lodges in the United States, and there wers about 175
in foreign countries. Approximately 56 ,000 Amerlcaq Jews are membsers,

B'nai B'rith, although originally so, is not no secret organiza-
tion. This practics was discontinued in-1920, Init ion rites and lec-
tures have been published., Lectures mainly have iptu 3
on the idea of man-to-fellow-man duties. Democ
ernment, Bach lodge is autonomous, having an
its district grand lodge, of which thers arse
The same applies to the districts, which are

u1+ut70” Grand Lodge, the supreme unit.(5 )

Washington, D. G. Louisiana is includsed i

hﬁssissippi, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texzs, and ﬁ
the seventh district. Dues s Which vary but av
are directed to charitable ends where no largs ¢
Originally the official designation was ;wdep
5 rith, Iw 1830 this was shortensd to B'nai

CGrand Lodge. Each lodge selects its individuzl n
be official, must be followed by the parent name,

Lodge No. 182, B'nai B'rith.(6)

The junior order is Aleph Zadik Aleph, open
not having attained majority.(7) Ellis Levin,
netional secretary of Aleph Zadik Aleph.(8)

| nputhA” (4 |

o i

uel S, Cohon, ed., B'nai B'rith Manual, pp. 319,320,
d as Cohon,
ans Parish,

ol 152.4

\TO

: ‘U‘ o

uhaﬂ‘ﬂ".

mation obtained from Myron Goldman,
HOCEG ho. 7, B'nai B'rith, Whitney Bank
1939, by Verdie Gomez, 1 ﬂrellufter cite
Cohon, Menual, pp., zi-xzvi,

Secretary Goldman,
Cohon, Menual, pp, zi-zvi,
New Orleans ot +e:, Aug, 4, 1941,

i
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(56) Archives of Organizations
and Institutions

56. DISTRICT GRAND LODGE NO. 7, B'NAI B'RITH, 1873--, Whitney Bank
Building, New Orleans, Orleans Parish,

Louisiana lodges were not represented when District Grand Lodge Ho.
7, B'nai B'rith, was organized in Memphis, Tenn., by members of seven
units from Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama and Arkansas., This state was
included in the district one year later when the national convention set
boundaries.(l) The organization date was January 19, 1873.(2) Thers
are 91 independent lodges within District No. 7. The enlarged bounda-
ries of 1874, in addition to Louisiana, include Texas, Oklahoma, and
Western Florida (Pensacola). The total membership is about 7,500, 'The
District Grand Lodge initiates, supervises, and supports activities of
its own creation as well as those of other agencies. Institutions with-
in the area which receive help include the New Orleans Jewish Children's
Home, Leo W. Levi Memorial Hospital at Hot Springs, Ark., and the B'nai
B'rith 0ld Age Home in Memphis.(3) Headquarters were in Memphis until
1889; offices were removed to New Orleans the following year. At that
time Nat Strauss was chosen secretary, a position which he held for many
years,(4)

Incorporation papers were taken out September 14, 1894, Among the
signers were Isidore Newman, Henry Marx, Sidney Marx, Gabriel Kahn,
Simon Kahn, Joseph Magner, and Nat Strauss.(5) Beginning in 1877, the
district was represented on the board of managers of Touro Infirmary
(see entry 69).(6) This was prior to the transfer of residents of the
Julius Weis Home for the Aged and Infirm (see entry 97) to the B'nai
B'rith home in Memphis. Ten men composing the executive committes,
and a representation from each lodge, based on membership, meet annually
in some city of the district. An optional endowment insurance plan was
offered to members when the group was formed, but this was discontinued
after 1896, and now there is no benefit plan.(7) Julius Livingston,
Tulsa, is president; Myron M. Goldman, New Orleans, secretary.

Records are kept in the office of Myron Goldman, 331 Whitney Bank
Building,

a. PROCEEDINGS (of) DISTRICT GRAND LODGE NO. 7, Independent Order
B'nai Bfrith, 16873+, "16" o1k “4¥ _
Record of all business considered at the meptings of District Grand
Lodge No. 7, minutes of meetings of conventions, and reports of the
various committees of District No, 7. Arr, chron. by dates of meet-
ings. Printed. 8} x 5} x 2,

Nat Strauss, Historical Sketch, Silver Jubiles, District Grand

Lodge, No. 7, I. 0. B. B., 1874-1899, ) o PR

2. Jewish Historical Publishing Usmpany of Lowisiana, History of Jews
of Louisiana, p. 67. lly

3. Secretary Goldman,

4, Jewish Historisal Publishing Company of Louisiana, History of Jews

o. Louisiana, p, &7, e

5. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Rocord Bock, vol, 516, pp., 284-286.

5
6. Orleans Parish, Noxtgage Office, Record Book, vol. $0P 5 ips 130
7. Secretary Goldman,
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Archives of Organizations (57,58)
and Institutions

57. LOUISIANA LODGE NO. 107, B'NAI B'RITH, c¢a. 1870--, 802 Gotton
Street, Shreveport; Caddo Parish,

Led by Erngst Bernstein, onetime mayor of Shreveport, Jewish resi-
dents of that city organized this lodge, which was the first reported in
Louisiana., The date given is November 24, 1870, although no records were
found to support this date. No record of incorporation has been found.
The lodge at present has sbout 200 members.(l) J. M; Kaufman is sscre-
tary.

Records are kept in the office of J, M., Kaufman, 802 Cotton Strest.

a, [MINUTES OF LOUISIANA LODGE NO. 107, B'NAI B'RITH], 1915--.
1 vol.
Minutes of proceedings at meetings held by the Louisiana Lodge No. 107,
giving number of members present, business discussed, appointment of com-
mittees, election of officers, and name and address of secretary. Arr.
chron, by date of entry. Hdw, 300 pp. 14 x 12 x 1%.

b, [FINANCIAL RECORDS OF LOUISIANA LODGE NO. 107, B'NAI B'RITH],
1915--, 1 vol., 1870-1915, beliseved to have burned.
Record of receipts and disbursements of the funds of this lodge, giving
on receipts, names and addresses of members and dues paid; disbursemsnts
give amounts and for what purposes expenditurses werse mads. Arr. chron.
by date of entry. Hdw. on ptd. form. 300 pp. 14 x 12 x 13,

58. NEW ORLEANS LODGE NO, 182, B'NAI B'RITH, 1872--, 5342 S%,
Charles Avenus, New Orleans, Orleans Parish,

Indication of B'nai B'rith activity in New Orleans in 1870 is found
in a group picture, held by M, J. Weiss, secretary of Rebecca Lodgs Wo.
240, Alexandria (see sub-entry 62 c¢), which is inscribed "Annual Meeting
«+. B'nai B'rith, held in New Orleans, la., 1870."(2) Earliest organ-
ization in New Orleans, however, is given by the order's officials as
November 1, 1872 when Crescent City Lodge No. 182 was founded with Leon
R. Levy, Benjamin Schiff, Emile Bsnjamin, Bernard Oppsenheim, L, Weiss,
A. L. Weil, Lazard Levy, Bdward Goetz, and Max Brown as leaders.(3) It
was incorporated March 14, 1876.(4) In July 1874 Orleans Lodgs No. 220
Was organized by Isaac Zelmer, Leopold Levy, Joseph H. M. Chumacisro,
Henry Marks and B. Rosenberg. It was not incorporatsd until August 27,
1877.(5) In 1882 this group merged with Crescent City Lodge,(6)

—

1. Information obtained from Moise Levy, Levy Bldg., Jan. 31, 1940,
by Bertha M. Shaner.
Information obtained from M. J. Weiss, Third and De Soto Sts.,
July 19, 1939, by Marion H, Page.
Secretary Goldman.
Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 118, pp. 757-760.
Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 152, pp. 155-157.
Secretary Goldman,




(58) Archives of Organizations
and Institutions

Felixz Dreyfous, Louis Michasls, P. Goldstein, &nd Samuel Weil were
charter signers of B'nai Israel Lodge No. 188 on July 29, 1875.(1)
During the same month, on Independence Day, another lodge was formed.
Isidore Newman, M. W. Newmzn, B, T. Florance, and Daniel Dalsheimer were
the officers.(2) It was incorporated as Home Lodge No. 243 on September
11, 1877.(3) Home Lodge merged in 1928 with Salomon Maory Lodge No. 221
(4) which had been founded on May 25, 1877 under the original name of
Gulf Lodge No. 221,(5) The name was changed in January 1922 after the
death of Salomon Marz who had been active in organization and subsequent
affairs of the lodge.(6)

Named for James Koppel Gutheim, revered rabbi of New Orleans during
the last half of the nineteenth century, James K. Gutheim Lodge No. 439
was organized in 1894 by Isidore Newman.(7) Joseph Rittenberg and
William Feldman were among the organizers of International Lodge No. 500
which came into being on December 20, 1900.

In 1935 the five New Orleans lodges consolidated under the name New
Orleans Lodge No. 182, Crescent City Lodge, having continued uninter-
rupted activity since 1872, is a unit of the combined group. The present
lodge, therefore, dates from the earliest organization in the city. The
objects and policies conform with those of District Grand Lodge No, 7
There are approximately 500 members; meetings are held monthly at the
Jewish Children's Home (see entry 72).(8) Alvin P. Lichtentag is presi-
dant,

Morris Marks Lodge, No. 5, an auxiliary for younger Jews, existed
prior to 1900 and was very active that year with initiations, literary
entertainment, and a lecturse by Ralph J. Schwarz,(9) This group appar-
ently lapsed shortly for, by 1901, there was mention of attempts to re-
vive the group.(10) Younger people today constitute the Aleph Zadik
Aleph which has headquarters at the Young Men's - Young Women's Hebrew
Association (see entry 86),

Records are kept in the office of Joseph Dresner, 740 Poydras
Street.

1, Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 118, pp. 685-687.

2. BSecretary Goldman.

3. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 152, pp. 157-159.

4, Information obtained from Joseph Dresner, 740 Poydras St., Sept. 6,
1239, by Verdie Gomez, {

5. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Bookowol, 152 il 3] /132,

6. Information obtained from A. A. Marx, 829 Baronne St,, Sept. 1,
1939, by Verdie. Gomez.

7. Proceedimgs, Twenty-first Annual Sesgion, Digtrict Grand Lodge,
WAl Tl B., May 20-23, 1894, p, 11.

8. Secretary Goldman.

9. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Feb, 2, 1900; Ibic,, July 13, 1900.

10, 1Ibid., Sept. 27, 1901, EFE
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Archives of Organizations (58,59)
and Institutions

a. MINUTES, 1915-33, 1935--. 3 vols., 1872-1914, destroyed by
fire. Title varies: Record, Jan. 1926-Jan. 1933, 1 vol.
Record of proceedings at meetings held by this lodge, giving details as
to business transacted, and reports from various committees. Arr. chron.
by date of meeting. Hdw., typed 1935--. Aver. 12 x 8 x 1.

59. ABRAHAM GEIGER LODGE NO. 232, B'NAI B'RITH, 1875--, Fifth and
Laurel Streets, Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish.

According to the records of the local lodge the B'nai B'rith order
came to Baton Rouge in 1875 with the organization of Abraham Geiger Lodge
No. 232 (ses sub-entries 53 b and 59 d). The lodge is named for Abraham
Geiger, distinguished rabbi and scholar.(l) No record of incorporation
has been found. Members first met at Dalsheimer Hall, 401 Taurel Street,
but since 1879 meetings are held in Temple B'nai Israsl (see entry 6) and
in the annex, Leon Eagle is president; B. R. Kantrow, vice president;

I. H. Rubenstein, recording secretary; Albert Maas, financial secrstary;
and Adolph Elgutter, treasurer. There are 36 members.

Records ars located in the office of Rabbi Walter G. Peiser, Fif+th
and Laurel Streets, unless otherwiss designated.

a. MINUTE BOOK, 1879--. 2 vols,
Record of proceedings at meetings held by this lodge. Included is a
membership 1list, showing names, addresses, account numbers of membsrs,
and page number to which permanent account of each member has been trans-
ferred. Arr. chron. by date of meeting. Hdw. 548 pp. 18 x 14 x 22
In office of Albert Meas, secretary, North Boulevard and Thirteenth
Street.

b. CASH BOOK, 1875-93, 1936--. 3 vols,
Record of receipts and disbursements of the funds of this lodge. Re-
ceipts include names of members, accounts of members, account of the
District Endowment Fund, and quarterly payments of members to the fund;
disbursements give amounts spent, and purpose of expenditures. AArr:
chron, by date of entry. Hdw. under printed headings. 105 pp. 143 x
9t iz i

c. ENDOWMENT FUND, 1879-97. 2 vols. Fund discontinued in 1897.
Records of members participating in the insurance plan of the lodgs,
giving name, member's account, quarterly payment, amounts received, dates
received, disbursements, dates disbursed, amount, and beneficiaries.
Included are numbers of accounts, namses and addresses of members, names
of beneficiaries, transfers of beneficiaries, dates of transfers, numbers
of affidavits, folios of records and remarks. Arr. chron. by date of
entry. Hdw. under printed headings. 98 pp. 18 x 11 x 1. 1In office of
Albert Maas, secretary, North Boulevard and Thirteenth Street.

Information obtained from Rebbi Walter G. Peiser, 2233 Tulip St.,
Dec. 16, 1939, by Bmma J, O'Brien.




(59-61) Archives of Organizations
and Institutions

d. MEMBERS' RECORD, 1875--, 2 vols.
Registry of this lodge since its inauguration on February 4, 1875, giving
names of members, by whom recommended, date of election, date of initia-
tion, and names of 1st, 2d, and 3d degree members. Arr, alph. by surneme
of member, Hdw. on ptd, heads, 100 pp. 18 x 11 x 1.

8. BIACK BOOK, 1875-86, 1 vol, Discontinued in 1886.
Records of proceedings against members violating constitution and bylaws
of this lodge, giving date complaint was received, name of defendant,
name and number of lodgse, date notice was given to member and disposi-
tien of the case. Arr. chron. by date of entry. Hdw. under printed
headings. 97 pp. 18 x 11 x 1,

60. ZERED LODGE NO, 245, B'NAI B'RITH, ca. 1880-12, Opelousas, St,
Landry Parish.
Defunct.

Zered Lodge No. 245 was founded several years after the organiza-
tion of Congregation Gemiluth Chassodim (see entry 15), Meetings wers
held in Humble Cottage Lodgs, Free and Accepted Masons, at 525 Main
Street, The date of lapse is not known.(l)

No records wers found.

61. ADASSAH LODGE NO, 208, B'NAI B'RITH, 1882-~, 400 Jackson
Street, Monroe, Ouachita Parish.

Fred Levi, Sig Haas, Dr. D. Heinberg, Herman Meyer, Jonas Meyer,
Sol Meyer, and Mose Hoffman organized Adassah Lodge No, 208 in 1882,(2)
Barly meetings were at 121 DeSiard Street, but in recent years they
have been held at the synagogue of Congregation B'nai Israel (see eniry
7). The lodge is not incorporated.(3) Isador Lisbrich is secretary-
treasurer.

Records are kept in the home of Isador Liebrich, 506 Auburn Avenus.

a. MINUTES, June 28, 1891--, 2 vols. (1oose-leaf).
Record of proceedings at meetings held by this lodge, giving date, time
and place of meeting, names of presiding officers, names of members
present, and signature of the secretary, Arr, chron. by date of meet-
ing. Haw, 300 pp. 14 z 9% x 2.,

Information obtained from Julius Stander and Aaron Jacobs,
Opelousas, 1939, by Marselle C. Saucier,
<+ Information obtained from Sig Hazs, 608 Riverside St.,
July 21, 1939, by Edna E. Reid,
3. Information obtained from Isador Liebrich, 506 Auburn Ave.,
July 21,1939, by Edna E. Reid,
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P ROLL, Jan. 1920--.
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surname of member. Hadw.
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(63-66) Archives of Organizations
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Dr, Robert J. Phillips, secretary, burned, Haphazard ezistence continued
for three years afterward, but the organization lapsed completely by
1935,.(1)

No records were found.

64. CALCASIEU LODGE NO, 506, B'NAI B'RITH, 1900--, 713 Hodges
Street, Lake Charles, Calcasieu Parish.

Through the efforts of Maurice J. Muller this lodge was established
in 1900 when a charter was obtained from the supreme lodge.(2) At pres-
ent there is an active membership of 28, Meetings are conducted at Templs
Sinai (see entry 23).(3) Sol Riff is president; Joseph Fry is secretary.

No records were located.

65, ASCENSION LODGE NO, 543, B'NAI B'RITH, ca. 1900--, Donaldson-
ville, Ascension Parish,

B'nai B'rith activity in Donaldsonville was under way in 1900 (4)
but complete organization was not effected until October 26, 1902 when =a
charter was obtained. At that time thers were 30 members, The rolls to-
day contain 16 names. Membership includes residents of communities adja-
cent to Donaldsonville.(5) Leopold Lemmel, Napoleonville, is president;
Raphael Singer, Donaldsonville, is secretary,

No records were found.

66. FELICIANA LODGE, B'NAI B'RITH, ca. 1900-1, St, Frangisville,
West Feliciana Parish,
Defunct,

Records of B'nai B'rith affairs in the Felicianas have been lost,
However, a lodge existed in St. Francisville as indicated by the induc-
tion of several members in April 1900 hy A, A, Marz.(6) Feliciana Lodge
is recalled at Clinton (East Feliciana Parish) ,(7) but information is
lacking because Jewish residents left Clinton many years ago. It is

Information obtained from Dr. Robert 7J. Phillips, Natchitoghes,
July 20, 1939, by Willard L. Gobb.
2. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Dec. 21, 1900,
Information obtained from E. R. Kaufman, Charleston Hotsel,
Sept, 5, 1939, by E. H, Hardey,
4. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Aug. 31, 1900.
5. Information obtained from Raphael Singer, Donaldsonville, July 20,
1939, by Robert Babbitt.
6. New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Apr, 24, .1900,
Information contained in letter, July 21, 1939, from R. C. Stanley
to Statewide Records Project,
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Zations ! Archives of Organizations (66,67)
R and Institutions

tinued ' possible that a single lodge existed for residents of both places as Rabbi
¥ _ Reisin served the two communities in 1904.(1)
No records were found.

67, HEBREW BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION, 1844-1931, Touro Infirmary,
3500 Prytania Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.

Defunct.
ished ‘ "Spread of a better state of religion" was the newspaper comment
Yk garding the organization of the New Orleans Hebrew Bensvolent Associ

Temple on March 17, 1844. Gershom Kurshesdt was elected president
etary. treasurer; and J. Bzekial, secretary.(2) By the spring of
‘ 80 active members, D, S. Gans had succeeded to the presidenc:
was vice president.(3) A charter was obtained on April 30th
year.(4) Due to vellow fever there was sxtended activity by
this time, Forty-four Jews succumbed during ths summsr of 1
1852 the name of Rabbi Jemes K. Gutheim appesred as a dirsct
Following the fever epidemic of 1853 the association,
Simon as president, led in the formation of the Jewish Children
(see entry 72).(7) Affiliation with Touro Infirmary (see
about 1868 or 1869.(8) The amalgamation quite liksly was
greatly increased duties dus to another epidemic, that of
deaths totaled more than 3,000, most of them non-immunes
to New Urleans following the War Between the States.(9)
the two finally was effected on June 7, 1874.(10) Thus bagan
tion which lasted through several fever scourges including t
days of the 1870's. Reports covering the lattsr period indicate
cooperation with the Howard Association of New Orleans, of w
Gutheim was one of the vice presidents.(1l) One noteworthy en
accounts is that of a fever treatment administered years befors
ferous mosquito was even suspected. It was translated from
notes of Father Charles M, Menard (see sub-entry 69 c¢), “Apostle
Lafourche," who served S+. Joseph's Catholic Church at Thibodauz fo
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then half a century.(l)

Reincorporated as the Touro Infirmary and Hebrew Benevolent Associa-
tion on March 6, 1893,(2) the group continued an active part in the hos-
pital orgenization until February 1931 when a charter amendment restored
to Touro its original name.(3) By that time supervision of much of the
charitable and benevolent work in New Orleans had been assigned to the
Jewish Charitable and Educational Federation (see entry 107).

There seem to have been at intervals several groups of bensvolent
character in New Orleans. Probably they were intended to meet the oxi-
gencies of the epidemics, There is mention of a Society of Love and
Benevolence in 1851,(4) On March 2, 1847, through misunderstanding, two
of the societies held their annual balls, from which funds were derived,
on the same night.(5) The Israelites Benevolent Association of the City
of New Orleans and State of Louisians was chartersd by the legislature
of 1872,.(6)

Records are included in those of Touro Infirmary, (see entry 69),

68. LADIES' HEBREW BENEVOLENT SOCIETY OF NEN ORLEANS, 1847-1914,
New Orleans, Orleans Parish,
Defunct.

The Ladises' Hebrew Benevolent Society of New Orleans had its incep-
tion in 1847.(7) It was incorporated on March 7, 1854 with Mrs. George
Jonas, Mrs., A. Haber, Mrs, Ben jamin Florance, Mrs, S, Forchimer, Mrs.

J. L, Levy, and Mrs, Isaac Hart as charter members. The group's purposes
were "to grant relief in sickness, distress and need to indigent Israel-
ites."(8) During the yellow fever epidemics the society functioned as

an official contact unit with groups outside of New Orleans anxious +to
aid the stricken city.(9) At the death of Judah Touro the society re-
celved a bequest of $5,000,(10) In March of 1880 lirs. Caroline Marks,
Mrs, Mary Frank, Mrs, Sarah Kahn, Mrs, Hannah Hollander, Mrs. Theresa
Simon, Mrs, Thersesa Leopold, Mrs. Carrie Klopmen, Mrs, Helen Rosenthal,
and lre, Annette Stern reinscorporated the organization.(ll) The society
was absorbed in 1914 by the Jewish Charitable and Educational Federation
(see entry 107).

No records have been located.

Roger Baudier, The Catholic Church in Louisiana, p. 354.
Orleans Parish, Mortgapge Office, Record Book, vol. 488, pp. 225-227.
Urleans Parish, lMortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 1433, p., 56L.
Heller, Jubiles, p. 8.

Occident, May 1847, p. 111,

La, A., 1872, #51.

« QOccident, May 1847, p. 111,

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Society Book, vol., 3, pp. 164 ,165.
Irme M. Isaacson, A History of Jewish Philanthropy in New Orleans,

PPe. 17,18,(thssis, Howard-Tilton Memorial Library, Tulane University):
hereinafter cited ag Isaacson, Thesis,

10, Toure Will (see p, 10, footnote 1),

1l. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 152 432, 433,
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69. TOURO INFIRMARY, 1852--, 3516 Prytania Street, New Orleans,
Orleans Parish.

Touro Infirmary dates back to the early part of 1852 when Judah
Touro acquired property "in the First District" of New Crlesns for the
purpose of establishing 2 hospital and selected Dr. Joseph Bensadon as
resident physician.(l) This property was situated at the corner of what
is now Gaiennie and Tchoupitoulas Streets. The price paid was $8,000.(2)
Purchased by Touro from the estate of C. Paulding,(3) the building was
an ornate and stately dwelling facing the river and surrounded by cane
fields.(4) The location was about midway along the waterfront between
the city proper and the old City of Lafayetts, but was within municipal
limits, New Orleans having annexed the City of Lafaystte, February 3
1852.(5)

Dr. Bensadon came to New Orleans in the early part of the ninetseenth
century from Charleston, S. C., his native city. Touro observed the
young practitioner and admired his professional attainments. During
these ysars yellow fever and other diseasss repeatedly scourged the
city.(6) Two years after he bought the Paulding residence and placed
Dr. Bensadon in charge, Touro died, January 18, 1854.(7) On the follow-
ing May 1lst, Rezin D. Shepherd, who was Touro's residuary legatee and
administrator, Rabbi James K. Gutheim, and other leading Jewish citizens
constituted themselves a body corporate under the name of Toure Infirmary.
The purpose outlined was the carrying out of provisions in the Touro will
and "affording surgical and medical aid, comfort and protection to deserv-
ing and needy Israelites."(8) Touro had left the Paulding property "to
found the Hebrew Hospital of New Orleans" which was to be organized "as
a charitable institution for the relief of the sick."(9) The building
was leased to Dr. Bensadon on condition that he "receive all Jewish
patients and provide them with permitted food."(10) The lease was for
five years (11) and Dr. Bensadon was to pay $75 monthly.(12) In M. and A,
Cohen's Nsw Orlsans City Directory for 1854 there appears a2 Touro Infir-
mary advertisement offsrinz terms of $1-5 a day, slaves %

J

Occident, May 1852, p. 171.

Shpall, Jews, p. 25.

Touro Will (see p. 10, footnots 1).

Myers, Israelites, Py 45,

James A. Renshaw, "The Lost City of Lafayette," Louisiana
cal Quarterly, II (1919), 48.

Myers, Israelites, p. 45.

New Orleans Deily Dslta, Jan. 20, 1854,

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Cffice, Society Book, vol.
Touro Will (ses p. 10, footnots 1).

Shpall, Jews, p. 25.

Heller, 355?169, P9,

Touro Infirmary, Annual Report of Charles
hereinafter cited as Touro Infirmary, Annual R
Statewide Rscords Project office.)

Heller, Jubilee, p. 128, note 12,
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The lease arrangement continued until 1861.(1) The building had
proved unsuitable for hospital purposes and at the start had been used
as a shelter for poor families, Several years after Touro's death
Dr, Bensadon was authorized by the corporation's board to ersct a small
building on the premises for an infirmary. On this $10,000 was spent
and on January 1, 1869 the institution opened its doors.(2) Capacity
was 24 beds,(3) Today Touro Infirmary has a bed capacity of 400,(4)

By June 1874, 800 persons had been trsated.(5)

On June 7, 1874, Touro Infirmary was consolidated with the Hebrew
Benevolent Association (see entry 67).(6) Although not chartered until
April 30, 1847,(7) the benevolent group had been active since 1844, the
membership of slightly less than 100 persons administering relief during
yellow fever epidemics.(8) At this time the name was changed to Touro
Infirmary and Hebrew Benevolent Association,(9) which style obtained
until February 18, 1931 when a new charter restored the original
title.(10) The object of the consolidation was "to add to the care of
the sick in the hospital, medical treatment for the poor in their resi-
dence, providing for an asylum for the aged and infirm and the rslief
of those in distress, the latter to embrace both residents and strangers
pecuniarily stranded in the city."(11) In 1877, 13 members of District
Grand Lodge No. 7, I. 0. B. B, (see entry 56), were included on ‘the in-
firmary board of managers (12) and the order had representation until
1932, (1:3})

Gradually the cane fields surrounding the institution gave way to
industry; commercial buildings sprang up along the streets adjoining.
The railroad made its way down the riverfront. The location was suited
no longer to the care of the sick, Too, enlargement of the group's
activities soon evidenced lack of space, and steps were taken in 1881
toward larger accommodations.

Grounds on Prytania Street, the present site, were acquired (1881) for

$5,000 and construction of a new plant was immediately begun.(14) 1In

"History of Touro Infimary,"

Touro Infirmary).

Goodspeed Publishing Co., Biographical and Historical Memoirs of
Louisiana, I, 152, hereinafter cited as—agodspeed, Memoirs,
"History of Touro Infirmary."

Information obtained from Dr. A. J. Hockett, Superintendsnt, Jan. 8,
1940, by Verdie Gomez.

Goodspesd, Memoirs, I, 152,

"History of Touro Infirmary,"

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Society Book, vol, 7, pp. 298-301.
Occident, June 1844, p, 165; Ibid,, May 1846, p, 97; Ibid., 1847,
p. 367; Ibid,, May 1851, p. 119,

"History of Touro Infirmary."

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 1433, p. 56l.
Shpall, Jews, p. 25.

Orleans FE?Tsh, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 152, p. 130.
Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 1455, p. 180.
Autobiography of Julius Weis, p, 13, (Published by Goldman Print-
ing Co.; no printed copy was located. Typed copy in Statewide
Records Project office.)

Pp. not numbered (Anonymous, copy at

Archives
and It

1880 Julin
ing fund.
August 31,
tional bui
board of n
the free v
firmary we
provision
incorporas
In 1€
that in it
decided ¢
week in Oc
of graduat
nurses' he
Street ad]
Mrs. Jacot
From
aside ward
more room
the old fo
is located
fleis who h
to Memphi s
The d
1937 at a
as procedu
a presiden
secretary.,
24 manager
two-year %
years ,(13)
Lazarus, f

"Hist
Goods
Shpal
"Hist
Orlea;
2210

"HiS't«
New O
Orlea
Orlza
"Histl
Shpal.
Touro
Orlsay



until
, the
during
ouro
ed

g of
resi-
ief
angers
trict
e in-
1riril |

y to

Archives of Organizations (69)
and Institutions

1880 Julius Weis, association president, began raising money for a build-
ing fund. About $60,000 was collected. The new hospital was opened on
August 31, 1882.(1) The first three buildings cost $85,000,(2) Addi-
tional buildings were erected in 1903, 1907 and 1923,(3) 1In 1883 the
board of managers passed a resolution admitting non-Jewish patients into
the free wards, This policy has been in force since,(4) When Touro In-
firmary was rechartered on March 6, 1893 for a period of 99 years, the
provision for "need and comfort to destitute and deserving persons" was
incorporated.(5)

In 1888 the outdoor free clinic was established. Records reveal
that in its first 12 months 1,728 treatments were given, In 1896 it was
decided to establish a training school for nurses.(6) During the first
week in October 1900 ‘Rabbi Isaac L, Leucht presented medals to a class
of graduating nurses.(7) On October 10, 1925, the hospital accepted a
nurses' home from the contractors,.(8) It had been erscted on Delachaise
Street adjacent to the hospital, The lots had been donated by Mr., and
lirss Jacob K, Newman,(9)

From early days of the institution it had been the custom to set
aside wards for the care of the aged, Because of a constant demand for
more room for the sick it was decided to provide a separate building for
the old folks.(10) 1In 1899 = section of the block on which the hospital
is located was set aside for this purpose. The home was named for Julius
Weis who had donated $25,000 to the cause, Recently this home was moved
to Memphis, Tenn.(11)

The department of laboratories of Touro Infirmary was completed in
1937 at a cost of $35,000, This unit is equipped for research as well
&5 procedure in patient care.(12) Officers of the infirmary consist of
a president, first vice president, second vice. president, treasurer, and
secretary, They are elected biennially on the even years. Thers are
24 managers comprising the board, Twelve of these are elected for &
two-year term on the even years, the others for similar period on odd
years ,,(13) Officers are as follows: Charles Rosen, president; Eldon S.
Lazarus, first vice president; Albert J. Wolf, second vice president;

"History of Touro Infirmary."

Goodspeed, Memoirs, I, 153,

Shpall, Jews, p. 26.

"History of Touro Infirmary,"

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 488, pp.
2R

"History of Touro Infirmary."

New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Oct., 5, 1900,

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 1309, p.
Orlcaws Parish, Lortgags £fice, Record Book, vol., 512, pp.
"History of Touro Infirmery."

Shpall, {gggj ps 27s

Touro Infirmery, Amnvadl Report.

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol..1478, p,
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Robert H, Polack, secretary; Otto J. Mayer, treasurer., Dr, A. J. Hockett
is superintendent.(l)

All records are to be found in the office of the superintendent,
Touro Infirmarye.

a., [MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS], 1910--,
3 vols,

Minutes of the proceedings at meetings held by this board, giving a
general account of matters pertaining to the hospital, including names
of employees, money spent for upkeep of buildings, acknowledgements of
donations received; discussions concerning committees, conventions, and
statistical reports. Arr, chron. by date of meeting. Hdw. Aver. 16 x
10 x 2%

b, ANNUAL REPORTS TQURO INFIRMARY AND HEBREW BENEVOLENT ASSOCIA~
TION, 1869-1919, 8 vols, (dated).

Record of all activities of this association, ineluding receipts and
disbursements of various accounts, donations, supplies, nurse accounts,
and trust fund; also other matters, including the number of patients
treated, number of pay patients, number of charity patients, membership
rolls, and a list of officers and managers of the association. BEach
report is preceded by a letter of transmittal from the officers to the
members and patrons of the Touro Infirmary and Hebrew Benevolent Associa-
tion.

c. ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TOURO INFIRMARY AND HOWARD ASSOCIATION OF
NEW ORLEANS, LA,, 1874-82, 1 vol,

Contains record of membership roll, receipts and disbursements, dona-
tions, nurse accounts, trust fund, rent, supplies, list of officers and
managers of the association, and number of pay, charity, and relief
patients treated. Included is a yellow fever treatment as translated
from the notes (French) of Rev, Charles M, Menard, and the names of
people who died during the yellow fever epidemic, Indexed by subject
matter, Printed., 350 pp, 10 x 6 x 2.

d. TOURO FAIR REGISTER, Feb, 1, 1896, 1 vol.
List of names of people who registered at the Touro Feir, Feb, 1, 1896,
Haw o k81 x A2 gl i

e, CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS, 1 wvol.
Original constitution and bylaws of Touro Infirmary, giving method of
operating hospital, hospital force, system of electing officers, and
board members. Included is a summary of the purposes and aims of Touro
Infirmary, Arr. by subject heading. Hdw., 6 x 10 x 1,

1. Touro Infirmary, Annual Report,
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70, LADIES AUXTILIARY OF THE CONGREGATION GATES OF PRAYER, 1853-~,
Napoleon Avenue and Coliseum Street, New Orleans, Orleans
Parish,

Established May 16, 1853 by members of Congregation Gates of Prayer
(see entry 2) for the purpose of sponsoring religious, charitable, cul-
tural, and social work, this organization was known as the Montefiore
Ladies' Benavolent Association. Synagogue sisterhoods had not been formed
at the time and the association named itself for the British philan-
thropist, Lord Montefiore., Members met at the old synagogue, Chippewa
Street and Jackson Avenus, and, after meny years, affiliated with the
Gates of Prayer Ladies Auxiliary.(l) The latter group had its beginning
shortly after the turn of the century.(2) It was officially named the
ladies' Auxiliary of Congregation Gates of Prayer and its aim was the
"furtherance of the welfare of the congregation."(3) Several years ago
the auxiliary joined the National Fedsration of Temple Sisterhoods. Re-
cent presidents have included Mrs. A. L. Shushan, Mrs, Rosalie Rosenthal,
Mrs. De Lo Foldman, and Mrs. Bernard Zoller, the incumbent,.(4) Mrs.
Bert Morris is secretary.

Records are kept in the home of Mrs. Bert Morris, 1907 Gen. Taylor
Street.

a., MINUTES OF THE GATES OF PRAYER SISTERHOOD, 1906-~, 2 vols.
Minutes of meetings of Gates of Prayor Sisterhood, showing dates held,
and business considered. Included are financial records, showing re-
ceipts and disbursements and a list of members. Arr. chron. by date of
entry; membership roll arr, alph. by surname of member. Hdw. 14 x 8 ¢ 2.

71, THE HEBREW FOREIGN MISSION OF NEW ORLEANS, 1854-ca, 1863,
New Orleans, Orleans Parish.
Defunct.

Incorporated April 10, 1854, the socisty sought "to grant pecuniary
2id to Israelites in foreign countries for the purpose of ameliorating
their spiritual, social, and political condition, and to assist Jewish
immigrants, who may be disposed to settle in this country and engage in
agricultural pursuits.," The charter members were G. Kursheedt, Jos.
Simon, J. K. Gutheim, I. M., Goldsmith, I, B, Da Silvia, David C. Labatt,
and Isaac Hart.(5) The leading spirit in the movement was Rabbi Gutheim,
seconded by Judah Touro, whose financial assistance aided the work of

Information obtained from Dr, Mendel Silber, 1725 Gen. Pershing St.,
Cot, 26 1239 Hv Vardis Comexz
) ’ oo

New Orleans Jewish Ledger, July 20, 1900,

Constitution of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Congregation Gates of
Prayer (Copy in Statewide Records Project office).

Share, "Eighty-fifth Anniversary.,"

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Society Book, vol. 3, pp. 167,168,
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organizing and who left a bequest of $5,000 to the socisty.(l) At a i epidemic.
meeting, held in 1857, the board of directors passed a resolution "to charter «
forvard Dr, (N, M.) Adler (Chief Rabbi of the British Empire) $500, to leans, bu
be expended by him in educating two Chinese young men." The society . nal tltlg
remeined active until the outbreak of the War Between the States. | known toc
Thereupon, its funds were depleted and the society lapsed, (2) ers were
No records have been found. sitg, was
of $100,C
; Chil
72, JEWISH CHILDREN'S HOME, 1854--, 5342 St, Charles Avenus, New ! 1904, Ef
Orleans, Orleans Parish, | of group
tories in
In 1853 when the most virulent of Louisiana's yellow fever epidem- ] in effect
ics (3) had spent its withering ravages, teking a toll of 7,849 lives Playing ¢
in New Orleans alone,(4) the Hebrew Benevolent Association (see entry 67) | In 1900 {
found itself the sole guardian of four widows and some 20 prphaned 1 ferred t
children.(5) The Jewish Children's Homs, the second Israelite orphanage Ralph J.
in the United States,(6) was a direct result of this epidemic.(7) On 1 Joseph 8.
November 25, 1854, Joseph Simon, president of the bensvolent society, treasure:
called a meeting (8) in the old Armory Hall. It was attended by every ‘
Jew in the city and plans were laid for organization of a widows' and | 2
orphans' home.(9) A charter was granted the Association for the Relief | {
of Jewish Widows and Orphans on March 14, 1855.(10) Within a week ; Mlngtes s
M. M. Simpson was elscted president, an office he held for many years.(ll f b931n6§5
Ground was purchased at Jackson Avenus and Chippewa Street; the corner | fln?n°1?1
stone of a building was laid on August 7, 1855, The home was dedicatsd | ganizatic
January 8, 1856, with Benjamin F. Jonas as principal speaker. The homs | addresses
was opened February 1, 1856, State legislators aided with a grant of f Included
$6,000,(12) : chased, I
Again in 1878 yellow fever ravaged the city. Two of the 35 child- 3 %dwf Avf
dren stricken in the home were victims as was Mrs. Mary Schoenberg, ‘ Jewish Ch

matron.(13) Twenty-five new orphans were admitted as result of this b

Data on e
Renshaw, "Touro," p, 80. of rAEe
Heller, Jubilee, p. 10, g
Chambers, Louisiana, I, 607, i
New Urlaans“ﬁaii§-?ﬁcayune, Sept. 15, 1897,
New Orleans Owl, Jan, 1897, p. 18 (Published by New Orleans Young
Men's Hebrew Association).
Joseph Manger, The Story of the Jewish Orphans Home in New Orleans,
P. 13, hereinatter cited as Manger, Homse., (Copy at Howard-Tilton
Memorial Library.)
Heller, Jubilee, p. 27.
Lhade ptrai
New Orleans Owl, Jan, 1897, P 18-
Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Society Book, vol, 3, pp., 273-275
New Orleans Owl, Jan, 1897, Pe: 18,
Magner, Home:_gp. 6-12,
Diamond Jubilee, Jewish Children's Home, p. 6, hereinafter cited as
Diamond Jubiles, Copy in Statewide Records Project office.)
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epidemic+(1) A new charter was approved on March 13, 1880,(2) This
charter changed the group'’s name to the Jowish Orphans' Home of New Or-
leans, but within a month an amendment was recorded restoring tho origi-
nal title.(3) Widows are cared for elsewhere, and the institution is
known today as the Jewish Children's Home.(4) Tho Jackson Avenus quart-
ers were outgrown by 1885 and ground on St. Charlss Avenue, the present
site, was acquired by midsummer that year. A new homs costing in excess
of $100,000 was dedicated on January 8, 1888.

Children attend the Isidore Newman School (sse ontry 103) o
1004, Efforts have been made to avoid institutionalism by the
of group tables in the dining room and by the abandonment of la
tories in favor of smaller sleeping quarters. Self- governmsnt
in effect for a number of years under the Big Brother and Bi
Playing grounds and a swimming pool are among recrsational
In 1900 the United States Director of Education and Social
ferred to the home as the ideal private American ssctarian
Ralph J., Schwarz is president; Leon C, Simon, first vice pr
Joseph S. Losb, sscond vice president; S. L, Kahn, secreta
treasurer, Board meetings are held on the first Tuesday o
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JEWISH CHILDREN'S HOME, MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETINGS
1855-~. 13 wvols.
Minutes of the proceedings of this board, giving dctez
business econsidered. Included ars ruportu of commit
financial statement on receipts and ezpenditures of €
ganization, and addresses of members of the board of dir
addresses of wards of the institution, dates entered,
Included is a record of the purchase of the property, sh
chased, location, and cost. Arr., chron, by dates of entry;
Hiw, Aver. 18 x 14 x 2, In vault in the office of the

Jewish Children's EHom 3 harles Avenue,

ENISH ORPHANS'® HOME OF NEW ORLEANS,
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c. IN MEMORIAM BOOK (Register of Benefactors), 1854--, 1 vol,
Roll of honor, listing donors of $100 or more, giving name of benefactor
and date of act., Arr, chron., by date of donation. Engraved on parchment.
18 x 18 x 2, In glass covered case in the reception hall of Jewish CGhil-
dren's Home, 5342 St, Charlss Avenus.

73, YOUNG MEN'S HEBREW LITERARY ASSOCIATION, 1855-7, New Orleans,
Orleans Parish,
Defunct.

Meeting on April 8, 1855, young Israelites of New Orleans organized
the Young Men's Hebrew Literary Association. Ferdinand Haber was chosen
president; A. Hart, vice.president; L., Florance, Jr., secretary; Edwin
Kursheedt, treasurer; L. J, Solomon, E. H, Levy, and A, Nicholls, man-
agers, By the end of April there were 27 members,(l) By August of the
same year Solomon advanced to the presidency; Haber and H, E. Cohen were
listed as managers. Dr, I. L, Crawcour had delivered a lecture on
natural sciences and had so impressed the group that he was requested,
by resolution, to continue the subject in a series of talks,.(2) No date
for the association's dissolution has been ascertained.

No records were found.

74, TOURQ RELIEF SOCIETY FOR INDIGENT JEWS IN JERUSALEM, PALESTINE,
1855-ca, 1873, New Orleans, Orleans Parish,
Defunct.

Incorporated January 12, 1855, the purpose of the society was to
grant aid to Israelites in Jerusalem and to ameliorate their spiritual,
physical, and social condition., Among the charter members were R. D.
Shepherd, of Virginia, Gershom Kursheedt, Dr. Joseph Bensadon, Rabbi
James K. Gutheim, and Ben jamin Florance.(3) 1In 1873 members voted to

donate the society's funds to Touro Infirmary.(4) No exact date of disso-
lution has been ascertained,

No records have been found.

75, HEBREW BENEVOLENT SOCIETY OF PLAQUEMINE, 1856-?, Plaquemine,
Iberville Parish.
Defunct,

Incorporated March 20, 1856,(5) the Hebrew Benevolent Society of

Occident, July 1855, p. 198.

Ibid., Aug. 1855, pp. 245, 247,

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Society Book, vol, 3, pp. 256,257,
Heller, Jubilee, p. 128,

le. A., 1856, Z78,
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Plaquemine purchased a cemetery lot in November of that year,(l) The
group's objectives were general charitable work, supervision of burials,
and the establishment of a temple.(2) The society's first hall was
bought November 1, 1860, during the presidency of Samuel Kahn.(3) Some-
time prior to 1900 the building caved into +he Mississippi River as re-
sult of a shift in the stream's channel,(4)

No records were found.

76, HEBREN BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION, 1857-ca. 1898, Shreveport,
Caddo Parish.,
Defunct .

Although none of the association's own records are known +to exist,
activities of the Hebrew Benevolent Association of Shreveport, ons of
that city's earliest Jewish groups, can be partially traced through legal
documents, The association was in existence in 1857 with A, L, Heine as
president. This is shown by a conveyance record dealing with the pur-
chase by the organization of a plot of ground described as "Lot 19 of the
City of Shreveport." Intended use of the tract was not designated,.(5)
A legislative act, approved March 18, 1858, granted charter rights to the
issociation with Heine, Abraham Winter, A. Aaron, E. Eberstadt and S.
Haber as incorporators.(6) Four months later, with Heine still president,
a portion of what is now Oakland Cemetery, at Baker and Sprague Streets,
was purchased from the city.(7) The next document uncovered deals with
the sale of "Lot 19" which was disposed of on January 15, 1866, with no
evidence that it had ever been used by the asscciation. W. B. Levy
signed as president.(8) Samuel Levy, Henry Dreyfus, Sam Cahn, Carroll
Cahn, Felix Cahn, Nathan Weil, G. Blum, Max Moch, and N, Firsch met %o re-
charter the association on March 9, 1878, The charter, stating that
charity was the organization's chief function, was to run for 20 years,
(9) Carroll Cahn is the only surviving signer of this last instrument.

Iberville Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Original Conveyance Acts,
vol, 4, entry 360,

La. &,, 1856, #4178,

Iberville Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Original Conveyance Acts,
vol, 7, entry 349,

Information obtained from Victor Heuman, Plaquemine, July 20, 1939,
by Thomas Q. Chapman.

Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol, L,
Pp. 259,260,

La., A,, 1858, #74.

Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol, L,
Pp. 679,680,

Caddo Parish, Clerk of Uourt's office, Conveyance Record, vol. O,
pp. 1148,1149,

Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyancs Record, vol. X,
Pp. 104,105,
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When or why the organization passed out of existence Cahn cannot recall,(1)
No records were located.

77. HEBREW BIKUR CHOLIM (Visiting the Sick) OF THE PARISH OF ASCEN-
SION, 1860-?, Donaldsonville, Ascension Parish.
Defunct.

Four years after Congregation Bikur Cholim (see entry 3) was estab-
lished in 1856 by residents of Donaldsonville,(2) 25 men of the community
grouped themselves as a benevolent society under the name of "Hebrew
Bikur Hulion (Cholim) of the Parish of Ascension." The legislativs act
of incorporation was signed by Gov. Thomas 0O, Moore on February 9, 1860,
Charter members wersc S. Weinchenk, D. Blum, E. ILion, L. Cahn, S. Stern,
N, Phorrheimer, M, Schram, S. Scherier, S. Levy, M. Tobias, H, Weil,

S. Blum, M., Blum, Sam Bhem, M. Lion, G. Kline, R. Kaufman, M. GCahn, G.
Weil, M. Israel, ®E, lLion, S, Mayer, L. Lehman, T, Levy, Sr., and T. Levy,
Jr. The act provided that "the funds... shall be employed in relieving
the sick and destitute, in the promotion of education and religion and
such other benevolent acts as may be resolved upon'....(3) Congregation
Bikur Cholim continues today but no evidence of the benevolent society
was found.

No records were located.

78. HEBREW LADIES' BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION, 186l-ca. 1923, Shrevéport,
Caddo Parish.
Defunct.

Meeting at the home of Mrs. Marianne Baer in 1861, 15 women of
Shreveport established the Hebrew lLadies' Benevolent Association, choosing
Mrs, Baer as the first president.(4) BEarly members included bMrs. Abraham
Wintery Mrs. I. Spainer, Mrs, Babette Weir, Mrs. L. Newberger, Mrs,
Joseph Frank, Mrs. Henry Levy, Mrs. A. Saur, Mrs, H. Dreyfus, Mrs, Julia
Meyer, Mrs, Eliza Blum, Mrs, Peter Frank, lirs. Felix Cahn, and Mrs. Clara
Weinstock. Activities included general charitable work regardless of
denomination or race. Mrs. H., L, Heilperin served as president for 20
years prior to the group's being absorbed by the Shreveport Council of
Jewish Women (see entry 94) around 1923.(5)

No records were found.

Information obtained from Carroll Cehn, 708 Milam St., July 30, 1939,
by Bertha M. Shaner.

Myers, Israselites, p. 128,

Las A., 1860, #13.

New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Aug, 2, 1895,

Information obtained from Mrs. Max Michaelson, 5253 Wichita St.,
Aug. 9, 1939, by Bartha M. Shaner,
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79. HARMONY CLUB, 1863--1930, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.
Defunct.

Founders of the Harmony Club were a number of young Jews who had
formed several social and literary groups one of which was known as the
Doutsche Company. Permanent organization of the Deutsche Company was saf-
focted at a meeting on April 1, 1863; the first business meeting took
place May 24, 1863, at No. 12 Chartres Street with Salomon Marx acting as
president.(l) The club soon became a factor in New Orleans social lifes
it sponsored charity balls, and concerts; lectures and amatsur plays were
given at the clubrooms, 112 Common Street, where a circulating library
was maintained also, Membership increased and a building at Bienville
Street and Exchange Alley was acquirsed for use as headquarters.

In 1872 the Deutsche Company merged with another group of young
people who had formed an association under the name of Harmony Club which
title was adopted by the joint organization. Joseph Magner was elscted
president.(2) Incorporation took place April 13, 1880 with Leopold Losb,
Raphasl Meyer, Isidore Newman among the charter members.(3) Although
founded by Jews, the Harmony Club was non-sectarian and many of its mem-
bers were Gentiles. During its earlier days the club was domiciled on
Canal Street near Carondelest Street, adjoining the site of the old Boston
Club.(4) By 1897 property had been acquired at St. Charles and Jackson
Avenues and a magnificent clubhouse was srccted. The building was dedi-
cated by Judge I. D. Moors, of the Court of Appesal, during his presidency.
In the succeeding yearsits offices were held by such leaders in the Jewish
community as Albert Godchaux, E. Lemle, F. J. Dreyfous, Lazare Levy, and
L. N. Weil.(5)

On February 15, 1905, the club was reincorporated with Ferdinand Katz
as president and L. N. Weil as secretary. The affairs wers managed by a
board of directors which met once a month. The membership met annually
to elect officers,.(6) The eclub remained at the St. Charlss Avenue address
until 1923 when the building was sold to the Standard 0il Company of
Lovisiana for $170,000.(7) In the four years following:mestings were held
in the St. Charles Hotel. Members then moved to the building which is now
the Elks Club, St. Charles Avenue and Common Street. A dwindling member-
ship caused the dissolution of the club in 1930.(8)

Records are located in the office of Felix Dreyfous, 1818 Canal Bank
Building.

Souvenir of the Harmony Club, New Orleans, 1897, p. 43 (Copy at
Howard-Tilfon Momorial Library).

Myers, Israelites, pps 60,61,

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 152, p. 434.

W. 3, Meyers, Guide Book to the City of New Orleans, Louisiana, p. 23.

D w O
- »

Myers, Israelites, pp. 60,61. N

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 813, p. 204,
Resolution adopted by the Board of Managers of the Harmony Club,
Feb. 15, 1923, (Copy in Statewide Records Project office.)
Information obtainsed from Felix Dreyfous, 1818 Canal Bank Bldg.,
Oct, 13, 1939, by Verdie Gomez.

~J on O
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a. RECORD OF MINUTES (of the) GOVERNING BOARD (of the) HARMONY
€LUB, 1900-28, 3 wvols,
Minutes of proceedings at the monthliy meetings of the Governing Board of
the Harmony Club, giving date held, treasurer's report on receipts and
disbursements, reports of committess, and names of members enrolled and
resigned., Arr. chron. by date of meeting. Hdw. 900 pp. Aver. 18 x
12 x 2

b. RECORD OF MINUTES (of the) ANNUAL MEETINGS (of the) HARMONY
CLUB, 1911-26. 1 vol.
Minutes of the annual membership meetings of the Harmony Club, giving
date held, record of members present, financial reports, and other
business discussed. Arr. chron. by date of meeting. Hdw. 300 pp.
18/ % T2ixnd .

c. MINUTES (of the) NEW CLUB HOUSE COMMITTEE, 1895-97. 1 vol.
Minutes of the meetings of the building committee, giving date held,
names of members present, record of discussion on location of new club
house, cost, size, construction companies considered, and final choice.
Arr. chron. by date of meeting. Hdw. 12 x 9 x 1.

80, ISRAELITE LADIES CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION, 1865-7 New Orleans,
Orleans Parish.
Defunct,

Incorporated on May 5, 1865 as a charitable association for the
purpose of giving aid to the sick, to the widows, and to the orphans of
the Jewish faith, the association had among its charter members Sophia
Gretzner, Babette Gernsbacher, Sarah Bodenheimer, Rosa Davis, Julia
Trautman, and Hana Beek.(l) The association's date of lapse was not as-
certained.,

No records were found.

81, HEBREW EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY OF NEW ORLEANS, 1866-81, 1532 Calli-
ope Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.
Defunct.

Organized in October 1866 and chartered on December 31lst of that
year,(2) the Hebrew Educational Society of New Orleans, sponsor of the
cld Jewish School on Calliope Strest near St. Charles Avenus, was one of
the interesting social and religious developments during the reconstruc-
tion era immediately after the War Between the States.(3) The society
was composed of some 250 members including many leaders among the Jewish
people of the city.(4)

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Society Book, vol. 5, pp. 136-142.
Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Society Book, vol. 6, pp. 316-323.
Heller, Jubilee, p. 40.

New Orleans Crescent, May 21, 1868,
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Prominent in organization was Rabbi James K, Gutheim, (1) at that
time rabbi at Shangari Chassed on North Rampart Street (see entry 1),
(2) who served as superintendent of the school,(3) Rabbi Henry S. Jacobs,
of Congregation Gates of Prayer (sees entry 2),(4) was the first presi-
dente The society's aim was the establishment of a school in New Orleans
in which was to be taught "the elementary branches of education together
with the sciences of modern and ancient languages, always in combination
with instruction in the Hebrew language, literature and religion." At=-
tendance of non-Jews was permitted and it was stipulated that no pupil
should be compelled to participate in religious instruction.(5) Although
only the one school on Calliope Street was established,(6) the society
had in mind a seminary of higher education conferring degrees in the arts,
law, and religion. In regulations goverhing election of officers it was
provided that the board of directors should designate tuition charges and
control the purchase and distribution of text books.(7)

Shortly after organization the first school opened on. Delord Street
under W, F. Meads, a teacher of 30 years experience in New Orleans. There
were 125 pupils. 1In 1868 construction of a school building on Calliope
Street between St. Charles Avenue and Camp Street was begunj; the corner
stone was laid on May 20th of that year.(8) Some $20,000 for this purpose
had been obtained by subscription.(9) The structure was of pressed brick,
two stories, 55 x 85 feet, costing about $30,000,.(10) By 1873 the school
enrolled 160 pupils, many of whom were non-Jews.(ll) Pupils were graded
and credited in the manner thon used by the public schools.(12) One of the
early instructors was Professor Alexander Dimitry;(13) Professor Ulrich
Bettison was principal at one tima, Dr, Hermen Barr taught German and He-
brew to the higher grades.(l4) The school encountered financial troubles
in 1874, Julius Weis, elected society president, readjusted the finances
and teaching activities continued until 1881, when Dr. Barr accepted a
call to New York and the school was closed.(15) The property was sold;
the $4,000 received was divided between the Jewish Children's Home

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Society Book, vol. 6,

Hundredth Anniversary, p. 7.

Heller, Jubiles, p. 40,

IS cle PR 7ES

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Soeciety Book, vol. 6, 316-323.
Heller, Jubilee, p. 40.

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Society Book, vol. 6, pp. 316-323.
New Orleans Crescent, May 21, 1868.

Heller, Jubilee, p. 40.

New Orleans Crescent, May 21, 1868.

Heller, Jubilee, p. 40.

Information obtained from Mrs. Paul Godchaux, 1237 Jackson Ave.,
Oct., 9, 1939, by Verdie Gomez.

Heller, Jubiles, p. 40.

Letter addressed to Mrs., Paul Godchaux, Oct. 6, 1939, by Edgar M.
Cahn, attornsy, 1006 Carondslet Bldg.

Heller, Jubilee, p. 40.
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(ses entry 72) and Touro Infirmary (see entry 69).(1)

Later the building became a part of the New Orleans public school
system and in 1886 it was named McDonogh School No., 2%, It was rebuilt and
enlarged in 1891 and continued under the McDonogh name.(2) The building
presently houses the Joseph A. Maybin School for Graduates. Inlaid bricks
of contrasting colors on the front of the present structure form the
inddials "HY B Sit

No records were located.

82, YOQUNG MEN'S HEBREW BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION, 1870-?, Shreveport,
Caddo Parish.
Defunct.

Incorporated on June 7, 1870,to "cultivate charity, kindness and
benevolence," the Young Men's Hebrew Bensvolent Association was to remain
in operation as long as there were seven members,.(3) Names of the incor-
porators included prominent early Jewish residents of Shreveport.(4) The
following were charter members: N. Hirsch, Ben jamin Holyman, A, Kahn,

M. Kaufman, Sr,, M. Kaufman, Jr., William Winter, and William Maas.(5)
Older members of the community today do not recall the association. The
charter members have all died.(6)

No records were found.

83. LADIES' HEBREW ASSOCIATION OF BATON ROUGE, 1871-1914, Fifth and
Laurel Streets, Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish,
Defunct.

On January 29, 1871,a group of 17 women, members of Congregation
Shaare Chessed which later became Congregation B'nai Israel (ses entry
6), organized this association for the purpose of aiding in the purchase
of a synagogue in Baton Rouge. Mrs. C. Fendler was the first president;
Mrs. Sophie Mendelsohn, vice president; Mrs., Mary Block, treasurer; Miss
Josephine Bear, secretary. The first meeting was held in Dalsheimer
Hall, 401 Laurel Street, and members continued to gather there until
1876 when they moved to the vestry of the newly acquired temple which
had been purchased on September 12, 1876, The association had donated
part of the price paid, On March 25, 1877, the group dissolved. Reorgan-
ized on June 21, 1878, it was again discontinued on November 24, 1879.

Letter addressed to Mrs,., Paul Godchaux, Oct. 6, 1939, by Edgar M.
Cahn, attorney, 1006 Carondelet Bldg.

Corner stones in present building.

Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol. R,
PDPe 374,375,

Shreveport Times, June 28, 1935, Centennial BEdition, p. 191.
Caddo Parish, Glerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol, R.
Pp. 374,375,

Information obtained from J. M. Kaufman, 104k Sheridan Ave,,

July 20, 1939, by Bertha M. Shaner.
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(nce more the association was reorganized on January 29, 1882 with Mrs., J.
Farrmbacher as president and Mrs, J. Fraenkel, secretary, During the fol-
lowing years the association broadened its scope of activities, assumed
care of B'nai Israel Cemetery (sse entry 40) and performed charitable work
until the fall of 1914, In October of that year, with other temple organ-
izations, it was merged into Temple B'nai Israel Sisterhood (sees entry
109).(1)

Records are kept in the rabbi's office, Temple B'mai Israel, Fifth
and Laurel Streets.

a. MINUTE BOOK, Jan. 29, 1871-Sept, 15, 1914. 2 vols.
Minutes of proceedings at meetings held by this organization, giving
date, name of presiding officer, and business considered. Included is a
copy of the constitution and bylaws, giving date, purposes, and amend-
ments. Arr. chron. by date of meeting. Hdw. Binding broken, 1 vol.,
1912-14, 192 pp. 14 x 8 x 2,

b. CASH BOOK, 1871-1905. 2 vols, Title varies: Ledger.
Records of receipts and disbursements of funds of this association. Re-
ceipts give source, amount and date received. Receipts and disbursements
are entered on alternating pages, 1 vol., 1871-98, duplicate. Arr.
chron, by date of entry. Hdw. 145 pp. Aver. 14 z 8 x 2.,

84. CHILDREN'S HEBREW BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, 1874--, Fifth and Laursl
Streets, Baton Rouge, Bast Baton Rouge Parish,

Organization of this society was effected on February 20, 1874, for
the establishment of a Sunday School and for benevolent purposes. E. H.
Oswald was first president; Leon Levyne, vice president; Felix Ross,
Secretary; Joseph Weil, treasurer. Charter members were Caroline Kuhnagle,
Julia Goodman , Huletah Jackson, Bessie Lehman, Caroline Weil, Joe Weil,
Jacob Levin, Samel Weil, and Fanny Mayer. Mrs. Charles Oswald was chosen
school superintendent. Classes wers held Sunday afternoons in Dalsheimer
Hall, 401 Laurel Street, until 1877, and thereafter at Temple B'nai
Israel.(2) Rabbi Walter Gilbert Peiser is the present superintendent.

Records are kept in the office of Rabbi Peiser, Temple B'nai Israel,
Fifth and Laurel Streets.

a. MINUTES, 1874-95, 1927--. 2 vols.
Minutes of proceedings at meetings of the Children:!’s Hebrew Benevolent
Society, giving date held, and affairs discussed. Written into the
minutes are the date and place of organization, names of charter members,
lame of first superintendent, names of officers, Sabbath School teachers,
énd a list of children attending the Sabbath School in Baton Rouge, from
1889~95, and a copy of the constitution and bylaws of the society. Arr,
chron, by date of meeting. Hdw. 86 pp. 10 x 8 x 1.

Minute Book of Ladies' Hebrew Association (see sub-entry 83 z).
Minutes (see sub-entry 84 a).
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85, LADIES' AID AND SEWING SOCIETY, 1875-1939, New Orleans, Orleans
Parish.
Defunct.

The society met at Touro Infirmary (see entry 69) to make hospital
garments, gauze dressings, and clothing, Other services also were rendered
to the poor of all faiths. At one time there were about 300 members., Activ-
ities were discontinued im 1939. The program is being carried on by Touro
Infirmary, aided by the Community Chest. The society was never incorpo-
rated, (1)

No records were found.

86. YOUNG MEN'S AND YOUNG WOMEN'S HEBREW ASSOCIATION, 1879--, 1634
Clio Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish,

Housed in a new edifice completed last fall, (1) the Jewish "Y" organ-
izations of New Orleans date back .to 1879 when the Young Men's Hebrew
Association was founded.(3) The Young Women's Hebrew Association, although
it did not take that name until 1915, had its beginnings as a project of
the Council of Jewish Women (see entry 93) in 1897.(4) The two youth
associations amalgamated, assuming the joint title, December 29, 1939.(5)

The charter issued to the Y. M. H. A, on October 18, 1879 set out
plans for literary, misical and social entertainments, but did not include
physical education. A bureau to assist unemployed Jews was contemplated.
George Stern was president; Charles Silverstein, vice president; Felix J.
Dreyfous, treasurer; Samuel Weil and A, H. Gernsbacker, secretaries, and
Charles Florance, librarian. Charter signers included D. Haas, J. S.
Dreyfous, Ed Klotz, J. L. Beer, Herman Jacobs, M. Matuner, and Sol Lion.
(6) Quarters were arranged in the Storey Building, Camp and Common Streets,
but the association was short lived. It disbanded after "a single public
effort." It was not until a decads later that the movement was revived by
a group of young people who gathered on Sundays in the home of Rabbi I. L.
Leucht.

Urged on by Mrs. Molville Israel (Helen. Leucht) and Mrs. Adolph
Katz (Adeline Israel) the young men chose a committee to consider organi-
zation: HRdgar M. Cahn, attorney, S. Metzger, S. H. Stern, and H. J.
Seiferth, then a newspaper man.(7) A general meeting was called for Novem-
ber 22, 1891 to which some 300 persons responded, Organization was per-
fected and plans went forward toward sscuring clubrooms.(8) A charter was

Information obtained from Mrs. H. Dennery, No. -1 Dunleith Ct., May 29,
1939, by Minnie Spenso,

New Orleans Times-Picayune, Oct, 20, 1940,

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 152, pp. 353,354.
Isaacson, Thesis, p. 77.

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 15773 pp. 301-303.
Orleans Porish, Mortgage Uffice, Record Book, vol. 152, pp. 352-354.
New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Feb. 9, 1900,

Myers, Israslites, p. 60.
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issued on December 18, 1891 embodying all features of the first associa-
tion and adding provisions for physical culture and the teaching of physi-
cal education., Gambling in the clubrooms was strictly prohibited.(l)
N, I. Schwartz had been chosen president; Elkin Moses, Felix J, Dreyfous,
and Edgar M. Cahn, vice presidents; Sam Blum and Bugene Gutmann, secreta-
tal ries; Sim Weiss, treasurer; and Leonard Stern, librarian., By Jeanuary of
-endered 1892 quarters in Grunewald Hall had been occupied and there a series of
e Activ- | functions was given. The following October the hall burned and with it
r Touro all furniture, books and records of the young association, Space was
Y po- taken in the 0dd Fellows Hall.(2)

During the presidency of Sam Blum in 1895 a movement for the associa-
tion's own home was inaugurated;(3) the "“Y. M., H. Improvement Co,, Ltd.,"
was orgenized as an auzxiliary.(4) Ground was acquired at St. Charles
Avenue and Clio Street on March 2, 1895, The corner stone of a building
was laid April 5, 1896 with Judge A. G, Brice, grand master of Louisiana
Masonry, presiding,., Rabbi Leucht and Rev, Herman Cope Duncan, an Episco-
pal minister, were on the program, Corn, wine, and oil, symbolizing

organ- nourishment, refreshment, and joy, were poured over the stome. The build-

W ing was opened the following November 18th with an extensive affair.

1 though Other earlier Y, M. H. A, presidents were Elkin Moses, Leopold Levy, Man-
fred Meyer and I, W. Ashner.(5)

Fire swept the Y. M. H. A, quarters in 1905, but members at once be-
gan plans for a new and more elaborate building, which was completed in
1907, With additions from time to time, the final cost mounted to $400,000.
It was named the Athenaesum and there for many years centered the social
and cultural life of New Orleans. From the time of the French Opera House
fire, December 4, 1919, until the Municipal Auditorium was completed in
1930, the Athenaeum was the scene of Mardi Gras revelry., From a platform
the queen received Rex's greeting on carnival day; all of the larger
functions were held in the vast auditorium, and at midnight preceding the

Streets, ‘ Lenten dawn, the courts of Rex and Comus met on the Athenasum ballroom

oublic floors The club also-was the home of the New Orleans Philharmonic Society

ved by and its walls echoed the best in music.{6) Beneath the wide proscenium

i Tien s ‘ arch Clarence Darrow, the celebrated lawyer, and St. Clair Adams debated,
In the gymnasium some important national sporting contests were staged.(7)

h For the third time flames struck and, on January 11, 1937, the Athe-

~gani- nasum suffered a loss of approximately $125,000. The conflagration broke

; out at 7:30 p. m, and a class of some 40 children, engaged in a National

~ Novenm ] Youth Administration dancing class, were marched to safety while

per- '

ter was

‘ . Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 444, pp. 592-594.
1 Myers, Israelites, p. 60.
iay 29, New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Feb., 9, 1900,
Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Regord Book, vol. 516, pp. 699-702.
‘ New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Feb, 9, 1900.
, 354 4 - R. M. Sands, "Blackened Athenasum {lalls Recall Carnival Splendors,”
‘ New Orleans Times- Picsyune, July 10, 1938, hereinafter cited as

1-303. : Sands, "Athenaeum,”

-354. New Orleans Times-Picayune, Dec. 25, 1938.
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participants and spectators at a basketball game scrambled to the streets,
(1) For nearly two years this once ornete edifice stood, a shell of its
former glory, until the last week in December 1938 when demolition began.
Thus passed the Athenasum, so named, not only because thse purposes of the
structure were similar to those of the famed Athenian temples, but also
because it lay in an area between Howard Avenus and St. Andrew Street
where thoroughfares derive their names from Greek mythology.(2)

Thersafter offices were maintained in the Stern Building and soeial
quarters were temporarily established in the Knights of Columbus Hall,
836 Carondelet Street.(3) The latter structure by coincidence once had
been the home of New Orleans' oldest Jewish congregation, Touro Synagogue
(see entry 1).

The new "Y" center, located immediately adjoining the site of the
Athenaeum, was dedicated with a week's activities beginning October 27,
1940,(4) On the first floor are the library and lounging room, the men's
game room, safateriz, table teanis raqom, nursery school, arts and crafts
shop, boys' and girls' locker rooms,ths general offices, and lobby. On
the upper floor is an szuditorium and gymnasium, 95 x 66 feet, sufficient-
ly spacious for all varieties of indoor sports. An auxiliary gym is lo-
cated on the mezzanine, Health classes range from the business men's
group to below 'teen age classes.(5)

Tn 1900 the Council of Jewish Women (see entry 93) was organized
and that group's first project was the formation of a "kitchengarten"
patterned after a similar endeavor in Cincinnati, Instruction in domes-
tic science was given to a number of Russian immigrant girls, Quarters
were downtown, accessible to the young protegees. Some years later a
sewing school was gotten up, then joined with the "kitchengarten," and
the two finally becams a community center., The title of Young Women 's
Hebrew Association was officially adopted in 1914, The young women ‘s
group was qiartered in the Athenaeum until 1928 when a move was made to
a building located on the site of the present center. A trained social
worker was engaged in 1916,(6)

A charter was issued December 29, 1939 to the combined groups under
the name of the Young Men's and Young Women's Hebrew Association, Mem-
berships are divided into three categories, the juvenile group, 6 to 13
years; intermediate group, 14 to 16 years; junior male group, 17 to 20
years; senior female group, 17 years and upward; senior male group 21
years and upward; and sustpining memberships., Centiles are admitted to
membership. The adminis?ering body is composed of 24 senior members,

15 of them male. The baard meets once a month and the membership

Sands, “"Athenacum,™
New Orleans Timcs-Picazgge, Dace 255 LI38%
Information obtained from Dr. David Fichman, 303 Stern Bldg.,
June 28, 1939, by Karl Nelson.
New Orleans Times-Pigayune, Oct. 30, 1940.
William McG. Keefe, "Viewing The News," New Orleans Times-Picayune,
Aug. 25, 1940.
6. Isaacson, Thesis, pp. 77-80.
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ammually in January.(l) Walter J. Trautman is president.
All records are located in the custodian's office, Y. M.-Y. W. H. A.

a. [MINUTE BOOKS OF BUSINESS MEETINGS], 1918--, 22 vols,
Prior records destroysd by fire in 1905 and 1937.

Records of the proceedings at the monthly business meetings of Y. M. H. A,
Board of Directors, giving number of directors present, nature of business
considered, and reports of officers., Also dates of yearly businsss meet-
ings of entire membership, giving place of meeting, number of members
present, name of presiding officer, reports of officers and committees,
and nature of business considered. Arr. chron. by date of meeting. Hdw.
Approxe 125 ppe Avery 8z 10 =1

b, MEMBERSHIP LEDGER, 19356--., 2 vols, Prior records destroyed by
fire in 1905 and 1937,
Registry of members of the Y. M. H. A,, giving name, address, age, dats of
joining, and educational background. Arr, alph. by surnams of member.
Hdw, Approx. 100 pp. Aver., 8 x 2 x 10.

¢. CASH BOOK, 1937--, 2 vols, Prior records destroyed by fire
an 1905 tand Mli937:2
Daily record of all cash transactions of the Y. M, H, A, Arr. chron. by
detalofenteyc Hdwol B2 izt i e

d. JOURNAL, 1937--. 1 vol, Prior records destroyed by fire in
1905 and! 1937,
Daily record of debits and credits of the general fund of this organiza-
tion. Arr, chron. by date of entry. Hdw. 12 x 8 x 1.

8., LEDGER, 1937--, 1 vol. Prior records dsstroyed by fire in
1905 and 1937.
Record of debits and credits to the general fund posted from the journal,
and a record of all real propsrty holdings. Arr. chron. by date of entry.
Hdwe #H0 > N6t x 1%

f. CORRESPONDENCE, .1937-~, 1 wood file, Prior records destroyed
by fire in 1905 and 1937,
Correspondence of the Y, M. H. A.,, including copiss of letter sent to and
received from sympathetic organizations and individuals. Arr, chron. by
date of letter. Hdw, and typed. 12 x 14 x 30.

g. [MEMBERSHIP CARD FILE], 1930--, 1 wood file with 2 drawers.
Card record of each member of the Y. W, H. A., giving names, addresses,
and dates enrolled. Arr. by age group; alph. thereunder by first letter
of surname. Typed. Approx, 400 cards; drawers 4 x 6 x 3.

l. Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 1577, pp. 3
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h. [MINUTE BUOK OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS ], 1930--. 2 vols.
(loose-leaf).
Minutes of proceedings at business meetings held by the board of gover-.
mors of the Y. W. H. A. Arr. chron. by date of entry. Typed. Approx.

50 pp. Aver. 10 x 8 x 1,

i. [MINUTE BOOKS OF THE MONTHLY SENIOR GROUPS ], 1914--, 2 folders

in 1 wooden filesg
Minutes of proceedings at monthly meetings of the senior groups of the
Y, W. H. A. Arr. chron, by date of entry. Typed. Approx, 50 sheets.

12 ziel2bixil0d

jo [MONTHLY ATTENDANCE RECORDS 1, 1930-~. 3 folders in 1 wooden
file.
Records of the number of members who attended the various activities of
the Y, W. H. A. Arr. chron. by date of entry. Hdw. Approz, 300 cards.,

12 exr 2o

k. [ANNUAL REPORTS], 1929--., 2 folders in 1 wooden file.
Yearly reports of all activities by the various clubs and groups of the
¥. W. H. A. Arr. chron. by date filed. Typed. 12 x 325 40

1. [CORRESPONDENCE FILE], 1930--. 2 folders in 1 wooden file.
Correspondence with members and general business correspondence of the
Y. W. H. A. Arr. chron. by date of item. Typed. Approx. 100 shests.
12 xuilnxios

m. [FINANCIAL RECORD], 1929--. 3 vols,

Records of daily receipts and expenditures of the Y. W. H. A. Arr, chron.
X

by date of entry. Hdw. Approx. 150 pp. Aver. 14 x 18 s
n. [MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS AND YEARLY AUDIT TO THE COMMUNITY
CHEST ], 1927--., 12 folders in 1 wooden fils.
Monthly reports of receipts and disbursements and yearly audit as fur-
nished to the Community Chest by the Y. W. H. A. Arr. chron, by date of
entry. Hdw, Approx. 75 sheets., 12 x 12 z 10.

87. FIRST AGRICULTURAL COLONY OF RUSSIAN ISRAELITES IN AMERICA,
1881-82, Sicily Island, Catahoula Pariskh,
Defunct.

Mass immigration of European Jews to America was encouraged as
early as the 1870's by a New York group, a branch of the Alliancs Israsl-
ite Universelle,(l) but the movement did not manifest itself in Louisiane
until 1881 when the Hebrew Foreign Mission Association of New Orleans to-
gether with the Hebrew Immigrants’ Aid Association fostered a plan to

1., Samuel Joseph, "Jewish Immigration to the United States, 1881-1910,"
Studies in History, Economics and Public Law, LIX (1914), 155.
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bring over a colony of Russians, Albert Montagu was president of the
former, Some $5,000 was raised in ‘the state.(l) On October 18, 1881, 60
femilies totaling 173 persons arrived in New Orleans. Through the efforts
of the two societies and Gov. Samuel D. McEnery arrangements were made to
establish them on some 5,000 acres on Siecily Island (2) which is located
in Catahoula Parish near Harrisonburg, ' The itrast is bounded by the
Quzchita River, Dser . Creslk, Bayou Louis, and Ieks Louis.(3) |,

Forty-eight of the newcomers signed articles of incorporation for ths
colony on November 16, 1881, their residence being given as "temporarily
of New Orleans." The charter provided for a co-operative organization,
the tracts to be assigned by lot with members privileged to purchase the
land when able. The act required the establishment of a community to be
governed by a board of seven, serving without pay. The irmigrant aid
group in New Orleans was designated as final authority in disputes, and
as a shipping and receiving agency for supplies and produce.(4) Many of
the colonists contributed as high as $450 each to the land purchase.(5)
These funds, with the American aid, were used to start the venture at once.
Cattle, horses, poultry, farm implements, and materials wers sent from
New Orleans by the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society. First crops wers planted,
but in the spring of 1882 the Mississippi River overflowsd, inundating
the island. Tilled land was ruined; houses were washed away together with
stock., The colony broke up and members moved into the cities or to farm
sections in the Middle West,.(6)

No records were found,

88, HEBREW RELIEF SOCIETY OF SEREVEPORT, 1887--, 1707 Line Avenue,
Shreveport, Caddo Parish.

Incorporated on April 6, 1887 with Ben Holtzman as president and
E, L. Hess as secretary, the society was formed as an agency to provide
relief for indigent Jews in Shreveport and such transients as might apply
for 2aid.(7) No regular meetings are held, but when funds are needed the
secretary notifies officers of Congregation Agudath Achim (see entry 19)
who call a meeting of the board of dirsctors; the sessions are hsld at
the synagogue. While organized for the relief of Hebrews, aid also is
given to any other transient, Eli Kaminsky is the secretary. (8)

Records are kept in Eli Kaminsky's store, 707 Texas Street.

Heller, Jubiles, p. 67.

Jewish Encyclopedia, I, 256,

De Bow's Review, XII (1852), 259,

Act of Incorporation of the First Agricultural Colony of Russian
Israelites in America, Nov. 16, 1881 (Copy in Statewide Rocords
Project office).

Heller, Jubilee, p. 67.

Jewish Encyclopedia, I, 256.

Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyasnce Record, vol, 4,
Ppe 303-305.

Information obtained from Eli Kaminsky, 707 Tezas St duly 25501939,
by Bertha M. Shaner.
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a. EXPENDITURE BOOK, Feb, 10, 1938--, 1 vol,
Record of all money spent by the society, giving names of persons re-
ceiving relief, name of town from whence he came (if transient), amount
paid out sach month, and total for the year. Arr, chron, by date of en-
trys P HAw SN 2424

89. HARWONY CLUB, 1891--, 1411} Feirfield Avenus, Shreveport,
Caddo Parish.

There were 80 signers to the charter issued to the Harmony Club of
Shreveport on August 27, 1891.(1) The names included representatives
of families long identified with the city's activities.(2) Julius Bern-
stein was the president; H. A. Winter, first vice president; J. Raempfer,
second vice president; Felix Cahn, treasurer; Joseph Levy and S. Liebman,
secretaries; and A. Shulsinger, steward., The aims of the organization
were defined as social and literary. First headquarters were in Nagel's
Hall, 121 Texas Street.(3) A clubhouse located on Crockett and Market
Streets was purchased on September 22, 1891.(4) In a few years the mem-
bership dwindled and the club dissolved. Reorganization took place May
5, 1896 when the Columbia Club was formed with 33 charter members. Capt.
Simon Levy, Jr., was president and A. J. Kahn, secretary. The group was
nonsectarian, admitting Gentiles as well as Jewish members. Its purposss,
too, were social and literary. The Columbia Club lapsed in 1931.(5)
However, immediate reorganization under the original name of Harmony
Club took place with David T. Ross as president, Clarence Dryer, vice
president, Frank Katzenstein, treasurer, and M. D. Weisman, secretary.
The charter was issued on September 14, 1931.(6) David T. Ross is secre-
tary. Meetings are held monthly on the first Monday.

Records are kept in the office of Ross Bros., 602 Commerce Straest.

a. [FINANCIAL RECORD OF THE HARMONY CLUB ], Sept. 18, 1931--.
Al e
Detailed account of the club's finances, giving names of members, their
addresses and telephone numbers, and sources of revenue. Disbursements
include amounts spent for rent, repasirs, maid service, salariss, Socizl
Security Tex, and Louisiana State Unemployment Compensation Tax, Arr.

Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol. 11,
pp. 140-146,

Shreveport Times, June 28, 1935, Centennial Edition, p. 191.
Information obtained from I. B. Wile, 626 Wilder Pl., Oct. 15, 1
by Bertha M. Shaner,

Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Record, vol. 11,
PPe. 174,175,

Information obtained from J. M. Keufman, 1041 Sheridan Ave,, July 8,
1939, by Bertha M. Shaner.

Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Charter Book, vol. 10, pp.
577-580,
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alphe by name of member, Hdw. on printed forms. 300 pp. 6 x 14 x 2.

90, LADIES'RACHAEL BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION, 1894--, Young Men 's-Young
Women's Hebrew Association, 1634 Clio Street, New Orleans,
Orleans Parish.

Formed on September 2, 1894,(1l) the Ladies Rachael Benevolent Associa-
tion, by the time of its annual election one year later, had definitely
established itself as a charitable group.(2) Mrs. Jacob Wertheimer was
the first president. A charter was obtained on November 26, 1894, The
association's purpose was to nurse the sick, provide aid to members, to
arrange funeral rites, and to assist indigent Jewesses,.(3) The charter was
revived in 1918 and there are now about 60 members who meet at the Young
Men's-Young Women's Hebrew Association. Officers are slected annually in
September, (4)

a. MINUTE BOOK, Dec. 4, 1921--., 1 vol,
Minutes of the proceedings at meetings of the association, giving dates
of meetings and nature of business considersd. Included is a membership
roll, Arr. chron, by date of entry., Hdw. 300 pp. 11 x 9 x 1, In home
of the secretary, Miss Marie Van Os, 4218 Freret Street.

b, FINANCIAL RECORD, 1922--, 1 vol,
Records of receipts and disbursements, including an account of money sent
to families of deceased members. Arr. chron. by date of entry. Hdw.
450 ppe 14 x 9 x 1. In home of the treasurer, Mrs, Simon Bollag, 5301
Danneel Street.

91, SISTERHOOD OF TOURO SYNAGOGUE, 1895--, 4238 St. Charles Avenus,
New Orleans, Orleans Parish,

Organized on November 9, 1895 for cultural and spiritual advancement,
the Sisterhood of Touro Synagogue has about 220 members. It was formerly
known as the Woman's League of Touro Synagogue. The group is affiliated
with the National Federation of Templs Sisterhoods. Members meet monthly
2t Touro Center except during the summer, Mrs. Harris Hyman, Jr. is
president; Mrs. Dan Scharff, vice president; Mrs. Bernard H. Goldsmith, re-
cording secrekary; Mrs. Percy Kaufman, corresponding secretary; Mrs,
Wilfred Gehr, treasurer.(5)

Myers, Israelites, p. 54.

New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Sept, 3, 1895,

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Regord Book, vol. 516, pp. 420-422,
Information obtained from Mrs, Percy Jaccbson, 2235 Gen. Pershing
St,, July 31, 1939, by Crystsl y, Anderson.

Information obtained from Mrs, Harris Hyman, Jr., 217 .Audubsa Blvd.,
¥eb. 1, 1940, by kinnie A. Spenso,
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Records are kept in the home of Mrs. Bernard H. Goldsmith, 3136
Robert Street.

a. SISTERHOOD OF TOURO SYNAGOGUE (General Record), 1895--,
1 vol. (loose-leaf) and 1 large envelope.
Minutes of proceedings at meetings held by this order detailing all busi-
ness transacted, including an account of receipts and expenditures along
with the annual reports. Arr, chron. by date of entry. Hdw. and typed.
Vol, approx, 200 pp, 9 x 14 x 1, Envelops 8 x 10.

92. SOMECH NOPHLIM (Uplifters of the Fallen) ASSOCIATION NO. 1,
1895-1909, 510 Carondelet Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish,
Defunct.

Commonly called Somech Nophlim Society, this was a charitable or-
ganization which later formed a minyan for prayers. ATy Kagz g3 the
sole survivor of the first officers.(l) A charter was granted January
29, 1895.(2) Functions included aid to needy Jews in starting business
enterprises, care of the sick, and the conducting of funerals, A special

feature was the provision of funds toward the proper observance of Pesach

for those in need.{3) On September 3, 1905 members voted affiliation
with Congregation Beth Israel (see entry 26).(4) Later it was decided
40 associate with the Young Men's Hebrew Association in dispensing chari-
ty. The society finally dissolved in 1909.(5)

No records have been found,

93, COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN, 1897--, 40 Versailles Boulevard, New
Orleans, Orleans Parish,

The council was organized on January 13, 1897 (see sub-entry b) as
a2 branch of the National Council of Jewish Women, New York City, by Mrs.
James K. Gutheim. The association's. purpose was to engage in social,
educational, and religious work, particularly among the foreign born.
Mrs. Solomon Wolf# was first president.(6) One of its first activities
was to establish a "kitchengarten" among a group of young Russian immi-
grant girls who were taught domestic science., The class was greatly en-
larged under the direction of the council and later became the Young

Information obtained from A. T, Katz, 1629 Buterpe St., Aug. 10,
1939, by E, A, Westfall,

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 516, pp. 510-512.
New Orleans Jewish Ledger, July 3, 1908.

Ibid., Sopt. 8, 1905,

Information obtained from A. T. Katz, 1629 Euterpe St., Aug. 10,
1939 by E. A. Westfall,

Information obtained from Mrs. Paul Godchaux, Jr., 472 Lowerline Stes
June 15, 1939, by Minnie A. Spenso,

Archives

and .

Women 's 1
rated Mai
Jewish pl
continue
ry (see ¢
One of I
recomment
habilitar
of Mrs., |
fessor o:
1935 and
under th
subject,
the vari
recording

Rect

Street.

a.

Minutes ¢
of membe:
cial rec
ceived; ¢
date, am

Hdw,

Ap

b.

Minutes ¢
present,
undated r
10, x" 54

94,

Insj

of Jewist
the Shresy
of Jewist
Carroll (
Mrs. Louj
Bluesteir
activitie

———

1,
2'
3%
4“.

5,

Isaac
Orlec
Isaac
Infox
June
New (



Archives of Organizations (93,94)
and Institutions

Women 's Hebrew Association (see entry 86).(1) The council was incorpo-
rated March 19,1928.(2) It has contributed materially to New Orleans
Jewish philanthropy. A scholarship fund which enables boys and girls to
continue education is maintained. A linen lending room at Touro Infirma-
ry (see entry 69) is conducted for use of the ocut-patient department.
One of the wide services is the milk fund which provides milk to cases
recormended by recognized agencies. A special fund is devoted to the re-
habilitation of refugee German Jewish children.(3) Through the efforts
of Mrs. Paul Godchaux, Jr,, then president, Dr. Abraham Leon Sachar, pro-
fessor of Hebrew at the University of Illinois, came to New Orleans in
1935 and 1936 to deliver lectures on Jewish history. In 1937, he returned,
under the council's sponsorship, to conduct a three-day institute on that
subject.(4) Meetings are held, October through May, at the centers of
the various synagogues. Mrs, Moise Cahn is president; Mrs, Dan Scharff,
recording secrstary; Mrs, Julius Weiner, treasurer,

Records are kept in the home of Mrs,., Paul Godchaux, 472 Lowerline
Street.

a. [MINUTE BOOK], 1910--. 4 vols.
Minutes of the proceedings at meetings held by this council, giving names
of members present and nature of business considered, Included are finan-
cial records, giving dates, amounts, and from what sources funds were re-
ceived; also an account of expenditures, showing to whom money was paid,
date, amount, and for what purpose. Arr. chron, by date of entries.
Hdwe _Approxe 75 pp.. Aver, 12 x,8 'z 1,

b. [MISCELIANEOUS DATA], Jan. 13, 1897. 1 envelcpe.,
Minutes of first business meseting, Jan. 13, 1897, giving names of members
present, election of officers, and other business considered. Various
undated notations by members are inc¢luded. No.obv. arr. Hdw. and typed.
10, 2754

94, COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN, 1897--, 802 Cotton Street, Shreveport,
Caddo Parish.

Inspired by Mrs,., Solomon Wolff, president of the New Orleans Council
of Jewish Women, members of Congregation B'nai Zion (see entry 5) formed
the Shreveport branch of the Louisiana division of the National Council
of Jewish Women in the spring of 1897, Active in this group were Mrs.
Carroll Cahn, Mrs. Ralph Kahn, Jr., Mrs, Ida Florsheim, Mrs. Seymour Cahn,
Mrs. Louis Liebman, Mrs. Jules Dreyfus, Mrs, Henry Bodenheimer, Mrs, Marx
Bluestein, Mrs, Horman Zodisg, and Mrs, Paul Lowenthal, Philanthropic
activities wers outlined by Rabbi I. Saenger.(5) In 1902 Mrs, Zodiag was

Isaacson, Thesis, pp. 77-81.

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol, 1387, pp. 30,31.
Isaacson, Thesis, pp. 77-81,

Information obtained from Mrs. Paul Godchauxz, Jr., 472 Lowerline St.,
June 23, 1939, by Josephine Fulley.

New Orleans Jowish Ledger, May 7, 1897,
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the Missi
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president; Mrs, S, J. Asher, vice president; Mrs. Flora D, Meyer, secre-
tary; and Miss Clara Florsheim, treasurer.(l) About 1923 the council
absorbed the Hebrew Ladies' Benevolent Association (see entry 78),(2) an
organization which had existed since 1861.(3) Prosent activities are
charitable and social. There is a special braille committee in charge 97
of work with the blind. Mrs. A. Goldstein is secretary; Mrs. James Rich 2
is treasurer.

a, [MINUTES OF COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN], 1932--. 3 vols. Ao

An account of the meetings of the council, giving dates held, record of G

: L T g : ble the he

business transacted, and reports on activities of the various committees., . of yourd

Arr, chron. by date of meeting, Hdw. 100 pp., 12 x 8 x 1, 1In home of 16 y1899 ;
?

Mrs, A. Goldstein, 935 Thora Avenus, furnishing

&) ek o L it of the inf
b, [FINANCIAL RECORD OF COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN ], 1930--. 9 vols, decided

Records prior to 1930 were burned. the aged
Record of receipts and disbursements of funds of this council. Receipts Tenn, tﬁe
include dues collected and funds from other sources; disbursements are Genma;y oY
to various charities. A list of names and addresses of members are in- E him to Ame
cluded, Arr, chron. by date of entry. Hdw. 50 pp. 12 x 10 x %, 1In at New Orl
home of Mrs, James Rich, 488 Ockley Drive., : up the haz

took a les
and servecd

95. HEBREW MUTUAL AID ASSOCIATION, 1897-?, Young Mon's Hobrow . "Goldan Be
Association, 1205 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans, Orleans Parish. | tirst oo
Defunct.

Recor

stituti
The Hebrew Mutual Aid Association came into existence shortly before Ty

the election meeting held at the Young Men‘s Hebrew Association on Febru-

ary 21, 1897. It was organized for the purpose of visiting the sick, at- ! 1 98

tending wakes, and burying the dead. E. Deneksmp was elected president; $

I. M, Levy, vice president; Louis Abramson, secretary; and T. Simon,

treasurer, A committee to draw up a constitution and bylaws was composed

of Aaron Phillips, I. M. Levy, A. Steeg, and G. Aletrino.(4) The date This

of lapse was not ascertained, , 16 190;
No records were found, couitRbaE

early as F
96, ISRAELITE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION, ca. 1898-7 Providence,

Jofferson Parish.
Defunct,

The Israelite Benevolent Association, of Providence, was in exist-
ence in June 1898, as evidenced by the purchase of a tract of land near

New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Oct. 10, 1902.

Information obtained from Mrs. Max Michaelson, 526% Wichita St.,
Auvg. 9, 1939, by Bertha M, Shanar,

New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Aug. 2, 1895,

Ibids; Feby 267 189%%
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the Mississippi River opposite Kenner. Andrew Neal signed a conveyance
accepting the ground for the association.(l)
No records were located,

97. JULIUS WEIS HOME FOR AGED AND INFIRM, 1899-1928, Touro Infirm-
ary, 3500 Prytania Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.
Defunct.

Among other charities and philanthropic works Julius Weis mads possi-
ble the home for aged Jewish people, which was conducted for about a score
of years on the square where Touro Infirmary is located. It was September
16, 1899 that a donation of $25,000 by Julius Weis for “building and
furnishing a home" was announced.(2) Built on the Coliseum Street side
of the infimmary site, it housed 30 o0ld folk, After some years it was
decided that proximity to a hospital did not make suitable environment for
the aged, Hence, on completion of the B'nai B'rith home in Memphis,

Tenn,, the residents were transferred there.(3) Julius Weis was born in
Germany on October 8, 1826. Despite the fact that a brothsr had precedsd
him to America only to die of yellow fever, he emigrated in 1844, landed
at New Orleans, and proceeded to Natchez., As a peddler, Julius Weis came
up the hard way, eventually settling in New Orleans as a merchant.(4) Hs
took a leading part in the founding of Temple Sinai at New Orleans (5)
and served as congregation president for 10 years.(6) He instituted the

"Golden Book of Life" at Touro Infirmary and the name of his wife is the
first on the memorial roll.(7)

Records of the Julius Weis Home wers transferred to the Memphis in-
stitution when residents were taken there.

98. LAKE CHARLES HEBREW BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION, ca. 1899-7, Lake
Charles, Cale¢asisu Parish.
Defunct.

This association was incorporated between July 29, 1902 and January
16, 1903. The original charter was destroyed when the Calcasieu Parish
courthouse was burned in 1910.(8) However, the group was in existence as
early as February 18, 1899, evidenced by its purchase of a tract of

Jefferson Parish, Clerk of Court's offics, Conveyance Book, vol. Z,
Pe: 323

Shpall, Jews, p. 27.

Information obtained from Myron Goldman, 330 Whitney Bldeg., July 29,
1939, by Verdie Gomez.

Autobiography of Julius Weis, pp. 1-10. (Published by Goldman Print-
ing Co.; no printed copy was located. Typed copy in Statewide Records
Pro ject office.)

Heller, Jubilee, pp. 135-137.

Ibid., p, 74,

Goodspeed, Memoirs, I, 153.

Index to Charters, Mayo Title Guaranty, Inc., Lake Charles, La.
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land (1) which was used as a burial ground for members of Templs Sinai
(see entry 23). At a meeting of the association on November 18, 1917
the president, Leopold Kaufman, and the secretary, James J. Utitz, were
authorized to sell a portion of this plot to the Lake Charles Cemetery
Association, Ltd.; the trensaction was completed May 4, 1918.(2) The
association was formed to conduct the business of Temple Sinai. The
date of dissolution is not known.(3)
No rscords were found.

99, TEMPLE SINAI SISTERHOOD, 1900--, 6221 St. Charles Avenus, New
Orleans, Orleans Parish,

Formed originally as Temple Sinai Guild by a group of 15 women "“+o
serve as an auxiliary in charge of furnishings and maintenance of build-
ing," Temple Sinai Sisterhood dates from May 15, 1900.(4) There ars
approximately 350 members. The group is affiliated with the National
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods. Meetings are held monthly at Temple
Sinai Center, 6221 St. Charles Avenue, from October to June. The group
is not incorporated.(5) Purposes of the sisterhood are as follows:
promotion of the principles of Judaism, assistance in management of the
temple, Sunday School aid, promotion of attendance, entertainment, edu-
cation, and co-operation with state and national associates.(6) Mrs.
Paul L. Godchaux was first president and served for many years.(7) Miss
Miriam Kehn is president; Mrs. Julian R. Hiller, first vice president;
Mrs. Leon Solis Cahn, second vice president; Mrs. Fred BEckstein, record-
ing secretary; and Mrs. Louis Kahn, treasurery(8)

a. RECORD (of) TEMPLE SINAI SISTERHOUD, May 15, 1900-Jan. 2, 1903,
Sept.ul, 1923--...5.vols, )
Records of proceedings at meetings held by this sisterhood and an account
of receipts and expenditures of its funds. Arr. chron. by date of entry.
Hdw. 962 pp. Aver. 8 x 10 x 1, In home of Mrs. Fred Bekstein, 3301
State Street Drive,

b. FINANCE BOOK (of ) TEMPLE SINAI SISTERHOOD, 1935--. 2 vols,
Records of receipts and disbursements of funds of this sisterhood,

Calcasieu Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol.
162 p.'313%

Calecasieu Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Conveyance Records, vol.
167, p. 618,

Information obtained from E, R. Kaufman, Charleston Hotel, Dec. 5,
1940, by Rose M. Commander.

Heller, Jubilee, p. 96.

Information obtained from Mrs. Fred Eckstein, 3301 State St. Dr.,
Nov. 27, 1939, by Minnis A. Spenso,

Revised Constitution and By-Laws, located at Temple Sinai Center,
6221 St. Charles Ave.

Heller, Jubilee, p. 96.

New Orleans Item and the Tribune, May 27, 1941,
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Regeipts give date and from whom received; disbursements give purpose of
expenditure, Arr, chron. by date of entry. Hdw., 328 pp. Aver. 13 x
10 x 1, In home of Mrs. Simon Kahn, 4729 Prytania Street.

100, PLAQUEMINE JEWISH IADIES' AID SOCIETY, ca., 1900-?, Plaquemins,
Iberville Parish,
Defunct.

Women members of the Jewish congregation in Plaquemine organized a
Jowish Ladies' Aid Society about 40 years ago. No charter was over ob-
tained. Mrs. L., N, Rose was the leador for about 20 yoars; Mrs., T. W,
Dardonno served in a similar capacity for thc noxt 17 yoars, The sociaty'
chief aim was philanthropy, and membors supervised upkeep of the Plague-
mine cemetery. The organization now is considered non-existent, although
small monthly dues are collected from some of the former members; a part
of the funds provides aid for distressed Jewish strangers in Plaquemine,
and the remainder is used in cemetery care. Mrs. Dardenne acts in an
official capacity.(1)

101. PROVIDENT AID SOCIETY, 1902-14, Young Men's Hebrew Associza-
tion, 1205 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.
Defunct.

Established in 1902 (2) the Provident Aid Society was incorporated
April 14, 1903 by a group of Jewish business men and leaders. Its pur-
pose was to advance money to daserving members of the race as an aid in
comercial pursuits.(3) It began operations with z donated capital of
99,000, Petitioners were aided in starting small business enterprises,
Nominal sums were loaned; no interest was charged.(4) In 1914 the socie-
ty consolidated with the Jewish Charitable and Educational Federation
(see entry 107).(5) It exists today as a committes of the federation
vith the following officers: Froed S. Weiss, president; Dr. David Fichman,
Secrotary; Henry Gumbol, treasurer.

Records are included in those of the Jewish Charitable and Educa-
tional Federation (see entry 107).

Information obtained from Mrs. T. W. Dardenne, Plaquemine, July 20,
1939, by Thomas @. Chapman.

Information obtained from Dr. David Fichman, Stern Bldg., July 26,
1939, by Minnie A. Spenso,

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 750, pp., 280-282.
Myers, Israelites, p. 55.

Information obtained from Dr. David Fichman, Stern Bldg., July 25,
1939, by Minnie A. Spenso.

o
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102. YOUNG MEN®S HEBREW ASSOCIATION, 1904--, 115 Catalpa Street,
Monroe, Oumchita Parish,

Incorporated June 3, 1913 as a social, literary and cultural group,
(1) the Young Men's Hebrew Association of Monroe had its beginnings as
the Unity Club in May of 1904, The first meeting place was in the
Simmons Building at 235 DeSiard Streot. Later, quartors were taken at
the present location on Catalpa., The club meets on every Wednesday
during the winter; ealled meetings are hold ocecasionally during ‘the
warmer months. The charter members included Abo Arrent, A. A, Goldsmith
I. Sugar, M, H, Marks, Jonas Meyer, Arnold Bernstein, Sig Maueor, Isidor
Levi, Julius Cahn, Leon Cahn, Julius Kalieki, and Charles Eickel,(2)
Henry Haas is secretary-treasurer.

Unless otherwise indicated records are located in the Y. M. H. A,
Club, 115 Catalpa Street,

a, MINUTES, May 16, 1904-Mar. 4, 1908, Sept, 1927--, 2 vols,
Minutes of proceedings at meetings of the Y. M. H, A,, giving dats, time,
place held, all business transacted, and names of presiding officers.
Arr. chron. by date of entry. Hdw. Approx., 125 pp. Aver. 14 x 11 x 1,
In office of secretary-treasurer Henry Haas, City Hall, Monroe.

b. MEMBERSHIP ROLL, Jan. 1, 1939--., 1 vol. (loose-leaf).
Registry of members of this club, giving names only. Arr, alph, by sur-
name of member. Hdw, Approx. 50 pp. 7 x 12 % 3.

c. [VISITORS' REGISTER], Nov. 17, 1904--, 1 vol.
List of all guest members visiting the Y, M, H, A,, giving name of visi-
tor, address, name of his home club, town, and state, and the namo of
the person who introduced the visitor. Arr, chron, by date of entry.
Hdw. under printed headings. Approx, 200 pp, 16 x 11 'z 1.

d. TREASURER'S RECORD, Dec. 4, 1936--, 1 vol.
Detailed reécord of the finances of the Y. M. H. A., giving amounts re-
ceived, amounts disbursed, and for what purposes expenditures were made.
Arre chron. by date of entry. Hdw. Approx. 200 pp, 15 x 11 x 2. 1In
office of secretary-troasuror, Henry Haas, City Hall, Monroa.

103. ISIDORE NEWMAN SCHOORL, 1904-e, 1831 Jefforson Avenue, New
Orleans, Orleans Parish.,

As early as 1889 direetors of tho Jewish Childron‘s Home (sao
entry 72) expressed a desire to provide adequate educational facilities
for the institution's chargas. However, it was not until 1902 when
such an arrangement .was made possible by a donation of Isidore Newman

Ouachita Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Corporation Charter Record,
vol. B, pp. 148-150,

Information obtained from Mose Hauffman, 608 Riverside, June 13,
1940, by Edna E, Reid,
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through Rabbi Isaac L. Leucht. On July 6th of that year a board was
formed to organize the school. A two-story brick and reinforced concrete
building was constructed; it opened for classes Monday, October 3, 1904.
(ne hundred and twelve children were enrolled; 102 were from the Jewish
Children's Home. The school grev steadily and in 1913 was placed on the
approved list of secondary schools by the Southern Associstion of Colleges
and Socondary Schools, tho first in Louisiana to have this distinetion. (1)

Cooducational and nonsectarian, tho school offers coursss ranging
from kindergarten through the twelfth grade. Isidore Newman School is
the examination board center in New Orleans for students who plan to enter
eastern universities which require entrance tests, The maximum attondance
is 550,with an average annual atiendance of 45 from the Jewish Children's
Home. Pupils from private homes:pay tuition., The institution is = non-
profit one, and any surplus is spent for improvements. At present the
school consists of four buildings; the original structure is the adminis-
tration building. Originally the name was the Isidore Newman Manual
Training School, but it was shortened in 1934, It was the first New Or-
leans school to offer a menual arts course. The faculty numbers approxi-
nately 40 members, In the high school library there are 3,000 volunmos
and about 1,500 volunes in the elementary library. Well equipped labora-
tories are available to the science pupils. Stress is laid on orgenized
athletic activity; a gymnasium has boon in uso since 1918, A hoalth
program is carried out with physicel ozaminations in the fall and
spring.(2)

Principal C. C. Henson, a native of Ohio, attended Ohio State Uni-
versity from which he has A. B., M.A., and Ped. D. degrees. He came to
Now Orleans as a momber of the faculty when the school was openod, and
with exception of two briof periods when ho was superintendent of Rapidos
Parish schools, he has been at Isidore Nowman since. Ho has conductod
summer classes at Tulane University and served on the statse board of
education, He is a lecturcr on educational sub jeets, and joint author
of Cur Country's History, (Garner and Henson, 1921).(3) Isidore Newmean,
the school's founder, was one of New Orleans' widely active Jewish phi-
lanthropists. Born in Germany, he came to Louisiana when 14 years of
age, entered the cotton business in Catahoula Parish, but about the
period of the War Botwoon tho States, he camo to Now Orlcans to sngage
in banking pursuits. He died in January 1909.(4) He was a chartor mom-
bor of Temple Sinai.(5) e

a. [RECORD OF STUDENTS], 1904--, 12 steel file drawers.
Record of each student attending this sghool, giving full name of stu-
dent, date of birth, name, address and occupation of parent or guardian,

———

¥ New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Jan. 10, 1930.
Information obtained from C. C. Henson, principal, June 23, 1939,
by Josephine Pulley.
Albert Nelson Marquis, ed., Who's Who In America, XX (1938-39),
1189,
Shpall, Jows, p. 43.
Heller, Jubilee, p. 138.
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date of rogistration, and school last attended. Data on each student
kept in an individual envelope. Included is & yearly school report, a
semi-annual physical report, and an amnual medical examination report.
Arr, alph. by names and chron. thereunder by years. Hdw. and typeda.
12 x 14 % 30, In office of the assistant principal, Isidore Newman
School.

b. [RECORDS OF COMMITTEE OF EDUCATION], 1902--. 8 wooden file
drawerys.
Minutes of the proceedings at meetings of the Committeo of Education,
giving datec hold, place of mecting, business considorod, and a monthly
recard of the genersl activities of the school. Arr. chren. by date
of entry. Hdw. and typed. In office of the principal, Isidore Newman
School,

104, CONGREGATION AGUDATH ACHIM (Society of Brothers) SCHOOL,
ca. 1905-~, 1707 Iine Avenue, Shreveport, Caddo Parish.

The school was established about 1905 by Rabbi Joseph Getzler and,
until 1914, occupied a small frame building in the rear of the lot upon
which Agudath Achim Synagogue is built, Upon completion of the syna-
gogue, space for the school was arranged in the building and classes
are conducted there.(l) The Hebrew language is taught; the Bible and
prayers are read in Hebrew. The school is opon to anyono who wishos to
learn the Hobrew languagc.(2) Rabbi Leo Brener was the scle teacher
until 1935, when a student assistant was appointed, E. Renor has been
assistant teacher since August 1939; he is also prosident of tho school
board,

Records are kept in the rabbi's office, Agudath Achim Synagogue.

2. [ATTENDANCE RECORD OF HEBREW SCHOOL], 1934--, 4 vols,
School records, giving name and address of each pupil, number of pupils
onrolled in each class, and record of daily attendance., Arr, alph. by
name of pupil. Hdw. 50 pp. Aver. 8 x 10 x 1.

105, NEW ORLEANS ZIONIST DISTRICT, ca. 1910--, 1139 Napoleon
Avenue, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.

First attompt on bohalf of Zionism in Louisiana was made in New
Orleans about 1899 through the sale of shares for the Jewish Colonial
Trust, The first organizod group callod itself OChavel Zion (Lovers of
Zion) and detes' back to about 1902 or 1903, A letter dated in 1905

Information obtained from Leo Goldberg, 601 Buclid St., Sept. 8,
1939, by Bertha M. Shaner,

Information obtained from Rabbi Leo Brener, 444 Stonsr Ave,,
Sept. 8, 1939, by Bershe M. Shansr,
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bears such a title, giving the Dr, Herzl Memorial Library, 936 Julia
Street, as its address with Dr, A, L., Levin as president, and Philip
Brener, ex-president. The library was used as a clubroom and meeting
place for Friday evening gatherings. Running parallet with Ohavei Zion
and organized about 1904 was the Ladies' Socisety of which Mrs. Elias
Brener was first president. These groups amalgamated about 1910 or 1911
constituting the New Orleans Zionist District.(l) The society promotes
funds to provide a homeland in Palestine for the Jews. The movement is
based on an old Messianic belief, promising the return of Palestine to the
Jews.(2) The group is not incorporated. There is an executive board of
30 members who are elected annually; meetings are held monthly in the
Leopold Weil Center, 1139 Napoleon Avenue, Co-operation is given to all
cultural and educational movements, National headquarters are in New York
City.(3) Dr. M. Carl Wilensky is president; Miss Abbie Brener, secretary;
Leopold Stahl, treasurer.

All records are located in the home of Miss Rose Hershberg, 1806
Milan Street.

a. [RECORDS OF BUSINESS MBETINGS ], Sept. 1933--., 1 vol, and
1 folder,
Minutes of proceedings at meetings of the New Orleans Zionist District,
giving date held and discussions of problems vital to national and inter-
national Jewry. Written into these minutes are the names of delegates
elected to attend conventions and conferences. Arr, chron. by date of
meeting, Typed, Aver. 12 x 6 x 1,

b. [MEMBERSHIP RECEIPTS], Sept. 1933--. 1 bundle.
Records of membership, giving name and address of member, date of joining,
and account of duses paid. Included are records of receipts from the
National Home office, 111 Fifth Avenue, New York City. Arr. chron. by
date of entry. Typed on printed forms. Approx 46" x5! X3

106. NEW ORLEANS HEBREW SCHOOL, 1910, 1616 Carondelet Street,
New Orleans, Orleans Parish.,
Defunct.

This school was conducted at Beth Israel Synagogue (see entry 26) for
six months during 1910. It was the result of the foundation of a society,
Beth Sefer Izry, by Rabbi Moses H. Goldberg in 1908, It was not incorpo-
rated, Rabbi Goldberg was president, The Hebrew language, and the Jewish

Rose Brener, The Jewish Community of New Orleans, pp. 4,5, hersin-
after cited as Brener, Community. (Copy in Statewide Records Project
office,)

Rachael Davis Du Bois and Emme Schweppe, eds., The Jews in Amsrican
Life, p, 124, om0
Information obtained from Rabbi Nathaniel S, Shars, 1139 Napoleen
Avenue, July 8, 1939, by Verdie Gomez.,




6,107) Archives of Organizations
and Institutions

ritual and customs were taught. The school had no connection with the

Communal Hebrew School.(l)
No records wers found.

107, JEWISH CHARITABLE AND EDUCATIONAL FEDERATION, 1913--, Stern
Building, 348 Baronne Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.

The Jewish Charitable and Bducetional Federation was incorporatsd
June 4, 1913 as an agency to supervise philanthropic, charitable, liter-
ary, and kindred work in New Orleans, The purpose of the federation is
the elimination of "indiscriminate and unauthorized forms of solicita-
tions, ticket selling... and to assure... fair and squitabl e distribution
of funds collected."(2) The federation includes practically every Jewlsh
charitable and philanthropic group in New Orleans and serves as an agency
or representative of national and foreign associations, It is affiliated
with the local Community Chest and cooperates with that group. Relief
work is done exclusively for Jewish clients,(3) There are about 1,300
subscribers, either directly or through affiliated units. A board of 35
is the governing body. Meetings are held on the second Wednesday in
January, March, July, and October; there is an amnual mesting in January.
(4) Leo L. Hirsh is president; Dr. David Fichman, secretary.

All records are located in the office of the Jewish Charitable and
Bducational Federation, 303 Stern Building.

a. [MINUTE BOOKS], 1918--. 3 vols. (loose-leaf). 1914-18 destroyed
by firs.
Minutes of proceedings at meetings of the board of directors of the Jewish
Charitable and Bducational Federation, giving date hoeld, and business con-
sidered. Included are the minutes of the meetings of the membership.
Arr. chron. by date of entry. Hdw, Approx, 75 pp. Aver. 11 x 9 x e

b, [FAMILY CASE RECORDS ], 1914--. 1 steel file.
Records of cases handled by the Jewish Charitable and Educational Federa-
tion, giving name of family, place and date of birth of each member,
relationship to head, present address, social history, means taken to -
aid the family, and reports on progress., Arr. alph. by first letter in
surname, Typed. Approx, 6660 records.

c. [ANNUAL REPORTS], 1925--. 1 steel file. 1914-25, destroyed
by fire,.
Annual reports of each organization affiliated with the federation, shov-
ing a record of their activities throughout the year. Arr. chron. by

R

Information obtained from the late Rabbi Moses H. Goldberg, 1700
Saventh St., June 23, 1939, by Josephine Pulley.

Orleans Parish, Mortgago Office, Record Book, vol. 1088, p. 534.
Shpall, Jews, p. 29.

Information obtained from Dr, David Fichman, Stern Bldg., July 27,
%939, by Rebie L. Sponcel,
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date of entry. Typed. 22 x 14 x 12,

d. [POST LEDGER], 1928--. 1 vol. 1914-28, destroyed by firs.
Records of the finances of the Jewish Charitable and Educational Federa-
tion, giving amounts received and ezpended. Arr. chron. by date of
entry., ‘Hdw. 18 x 10 x'1,

ytern
tsh o 3

108. TEMPLE B'NAI ISRAEL (Sons of Israel) JEWISH DAILY SCHOOL,
ated 1913--, Second and Fulton Streets, Alexandria, Rapides Parish,
liter-
n is Founded in December 1913 the school provides instruction in the
sita- , Hebrew language, history, and the Bible. The school was begun with the
~ibution organization of Temple B'nai Israel (see entry 29) and, due to the limit-
r Jewish ] ed membership of the congregation, it has never had more than 15 pupils.,
1 agency Sessions are daily except on church days. The school is not incorpo-
Filiated rated.(1)
31ief Records are located in the office at Temple B'nai Israel, Second
1,300 and Sutton Streets.
of 35
in a. MEMBERSHIP ROLL, Dec, 1913--, 1 vol,
January. Registry of all pupils attending the Jewish Daily School, giving namse,

address, age, and sex. Arr. alph, by surname of pupil. Hdw, 100 pp.
le and 16 3Gt

destroyed ' 109, CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL (Children of Israel) SISTERHOOD,
1914--, Fifth and Laurel Streets, Baton Rouge, East Baton
he Jewish Rouge Parish,

ness con-
hip. Records of B'nai Israel Sisterhood show that women of Congregation
s b ! B'nei Israel (see entry 6), on October 3, 1914, voted to combine the
ladies Hebrew Association (see entry 83) and other organized groups of
the temple into a sisterhood to be affiliated with the national federa-
Federa- tion, At a second meeting, November 15, 1915, Mrs., A. Bauer was slected
er, i president; Mrs, E. H. Mayer, vice president; Mrs. J. Mendelsohn, treas-
n to - urer; Mrs, H. L. Cohn, financial secretary; and Mrs. E. Sternheim, re-
ter in 3 cording secretary., At the same time a constitution and bylaws were
' edopted, Other meetings had been held in the interim, however. The
minute books disclose the efforts of the sisterhood to embrace social,
oyed charitable, cultural, and religious activities. The group's endeavors
led to the establishment of a library in the temple. Another function
n, show- : is the care of the congregation cemetery (see entry 40). Meetings are
s DY E 3 held in the temple annex, Fifth and Laurel Streets, on the last Friday of
sach month.(2) Mrs. M. D. Beer is president: Mrs. Henry Cohn, secretary,

1. Information obtained from Rabbi L, Levinson, 1018 St, James St.,
July 12, 1939, by Marian H. Page.
Minute Book (see sub-entry 109 a).
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Unless otherwise indicated, records are located in the office of
Rebbi Waltesr G. Peiser, Fifth and Laurel Streets.

2. MINUTE BOOK, 1914--. 4 vols,
Minutes of proceedings at meetings of the sisterhood, giving names of
presiding officers and business considered. Included is an original
membership list for 1914-20, and a revised list as of 1920; also a list
of Jewish students at Louisiana State University during 1922-23. Arr.
chron. by date of entry. Hdw. Binding broken, 2 vols., 1914-21, 1922~
23, Approx. 125 pp. 14 x 8 x 2, 1 vol., 1924-36, in homs of Miss
Belle Mendelsohn, Bosler Drivse,

b. CASH BOOK, 1914--. 4 vols.
Record of receipts and disbursements of the finances of the sisterhood.
Receipts give date, and amount, and name of member paying dues; disburse-
ments give dates and amounts of expenditure. Rateipts and disbursements
are entered on opposite pages. Arr, chron. by date of entry. Hdw.
Approx. 192 pp. 14 x 8 x 2. 1 vol.,, 1924-36, in homs, of Miss Belle
Mendelsohn, Bosler Drive.

¢. CONSTITUTION, 1915. 1 folder.
A copy of the constitution of Sisterhood B'nai Israel, showing date
adopted. Arr. numer. by no, of articles in constitution. Typed. 3 t
32 TG

110. DAUGHTERS OF JACOB SOCIETY, 1914-ca. 1917, 2134 St. Charles
Avenue, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.
Defunct.

Orgenized in 1914 for charitable and benevolent purposes, the
Daughters of Jacob Society was in existence only a few years, A small
roup of New Orleans women constituted the membership. Headquarters
were located at the old Harmony Club on St. Charles and Jackson Avenues.
Monthly meetings were held.(l) Upon organization of the relief bureau
by the Jewish Charitable and Educational Federation, the Daughters of
Jacob Society was dissolved.(2)

No records were found.

111, JEWISH LIBRARY OF NEW ORLEANS, 1915-29, Carcndelet Sireet
near Howard Avenus, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.
Defunct.

Founded for the promotion of fellowship among New Orleans Jews
who were inclined to study and discuss literary matters, the Jewish

1. Information obtained from Julius Goldman, 1525 Joseph St., Gct. 2
1939, by Verdie Gomez.
2., New Orleans Jewish Ledger, March 16, 1917,
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Library of New Orleans was incorporated September 8, 1915. The governing
committee was headed by Isidore Koretzky, chairman; J. Leichmer, vice-
chairman; and L. Gertler, treasurer. William Feldman, C. Milner, and
Julius Goldman were among the charter members.(l) There wers no dues;
the library was supported by subscriptions and donations. There wers
about 80 members, all of them members also of the Y. M. H, A. An active
interest in Americanization was manifested in the teaching of English to
several groups of Russian and Polish immigrants. The first location of
the library was at 1612 Carondelet Street. Later the Y. M, H. A. Build-
ing, 1205 St. Charles Avenus, was used., At the time of lapse, 1929, the
library was located in a2 building on Carondelet Street near Howard
Avenus,.(2)

No records were found.

112. CHEVRA THILIM (Society of the Psalms) LADIES'AUXILIARY,
1915-~, 826 Lafayette Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.,

Designed to assist in raising funds for Congregation Chevra Thilim
and to participate in charitable work, this auxiliary was organized in
July 1915.(3) There is a membership of 90. Business meetings are held
monthly, and there is a Bible class each month under the direction of the
rabbi,(4) Mrs. L. Karnofsky, is honorary president; Mrs, A, L, Sizeler,
secretary; Mrs, Sydney Jacobs, financial secretary; Mrs. Israel Samuelson,
treasurer,

Records are located in the home of Mrs, Sam Pailet, Jr,, 122 Hector
Avenue, Metairie, unless otherwise indicated,

a, MINUTE BOOK OF LADIES' AUXILIARY, 1931--. 2 vols.
Minutes of proceedings at meetings held by the Ladies' Auxiliary, giving
date of meeting and nature of business considered. Arr. chron. by date
of entry. Hdw. Approx, 100 pp. Aver. 8 x 7 x 1,

b. MEMBERSHIP BOOK OF THE LADIES' AUXILIARY, 1928--, 2 vols,
Membership roll containing a- complete record of dues paid, Arr. chron.
by date of entry, Hdw. Approx. 100 pp. Aver, 8 x 7 x 1.

¢. TREASURER'S BANK DEPOSIT BOCK QOF THE LADIES' AUXILIARY, July
1, 1936--., 1 vol.
Bank deposit book, giving dates and amounts deposited for the Ladies’
Auxiliary, Arr, chron, by date of entry. Hdw, on printed form, 2 x 4.

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 1157, pp. 551-553,
Information obtained from William Feldman, 325 Royal St., Kugust 5,
1939, by Verdie Gomez.

Congregation Chevra Thilim, (Pamphlet in Statewide Records Project
offics),

Information obtained from Mrs. Sam Pailet, Jr., 122 Hector Avs,,
lisreh 17, 1939, by Josephine Pulley,
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In the home of Mrs, Israsl Samuelson, 3028 Baronne Strest.

4. TREASGRER'S BANK CHECK BOOK OF LADIES' AUXILIARY, July 23,
1936-~-. 1 vol,
Stubs of checks issued, giving date, smount withdrawn, and purpose of
expenditure. Arr. chron. by date of check. Hdw. on printed forms.
4 x 7. TIn the home of Mrs. Israel Samuelson, 3028 Baronne Street.

113. COMVUNAL HEBREW SCHOOL, 1916--, 1630 Josephine Street, New
Orleans, Orleans Parish.

The Communal Hebrew School, as it exists now, was organized in
1916 (1) and it began functioning October 1, 1918.(2) The school is co-
educational; it offers kindergarten, elementary, and advanced courses,
Tts library is nearly 100 percent in Hebrew, Teachings are centersd
around the principles of Americanism and Judaism.(3) Supervision is
vested in a board of directors. Contributions ars received from parents
who are able to pay, but tuition is fres. Prior to organization in
1918, classes were conducted at 1205 St. Charles Avenus, and instructors
included Rabbi Moses H. Goldberg, Rabbi Meyerowitz, Rabbi Mendel Silber,
and finally Ephraim E. Lisitzky. Under the latter the school moved to
1628 Clio Street in 1918 where it remained for seven years before
locating at its present guarters. Superintendent Lisitzky was graduated
at Marquette University in Milweukee and taught in that city and in
Buffalo, N. Y., before coming to Louisiana, Other faculty members are
ag follows: Morris Schloss, educated in Jerusalem; Miss Rose Brener
who finished the Communal School, znd Tulane University; and Leon
Hershberg, also a Communal Scheol and Tulane graduate.(4) Rabbi Emil .
Leipziger is honorary president; Abraham Slabot, president; Samuel
Goodman, vice president; Miss Pearl Freed, secretary; Samuel Weisler,
treasurer.(5)

Records ars kept in the secretary's office, Communal Hebrew School,
unless otherwise indicated.

a. RECORD CARDS, Oct. 1, 1918--, 2 file cases.
Card record of each pupil of the Communal Hebrew School, giving name of
pupil, date of birth, name and address of parent or guardian, and on
reverse side the pupil's monthly and yearly averages. Arr. chron. by
years; alph. thereunder by surnames. Hdw. on printed form. 16 x 7 x 5.
1 file case is located in the utility room, Communal Hebrew School.

American Jewish Yearbook, XXI (1919-20), 380.

New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Oct. 1, 1926.

Information obtained from Miss Pearl Freed, 1630 Josephine St.,
June 23, 1939, by Josephine Pulley.

New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Oct. 1, 1926,

New Orleans Item and the Tribune, May 21, 1941.
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114, CLINTON LOUISIANA HEBREW ASSOCIATION, 1917--, New Orleans,
Orleans Parish,

Incorporation papers of the Clinton Louisiana Hebrew Association
wore taken out in Orleans Parish on May 30, 1917 by a group of Jewish
residents headed by Albert J. Wolf, president, and Jerome Hirsch, socre-
tary. The object set forth was maintenance of the Jewish cemetery in
Clinton, Bast Feliciana Parish,(1l) 1In 1904, while serving Temple Sinai
at St. Francisville, Rabbi Raisin established fortnightly services for
Clinton Jews.(2) Several years prior to the formation of the Clinton
Louisiana Hebrew Association, all Jewish residents had moved from Clinton.
No records were found.

115. NEW ORLEANS HADASSAH (Queen Esther), 1917--, 241 Audubon Blvd.,
New Orleans, Orleans Parish.

The New Orleans Hadassah, as it is known today, began its history
in 1917 although women's interest in Zionism dates back to 1904. The
first Hadassah meeting was held on February 13, 1917 at the Y. M. H. 4.
Building. Mrs, Joseph Friend was unanimously elected president., Its
program is two-fold; practical or fund-raising, and educational. The
latter includes such phases as child welfare, study groups, refugese aid,
instruction in Hebrew and Hebrew singing, and symposiums at monthly meet-

ings.(3) Membership is about 300. The New Orleans chapter is affiliated
with the National Hadassah, organized in 1912, with headquarters in New
York City. (4) Mrs. Joseph Cohen is president; Mrs. Jack Harris, first
vice president; Mrs. Sam Sternberg, second vice president; Mrs. Harry
Haas, corresponding secretary; Mrs. I. Selig, recording secretary; Mrs,
Ben Blumberg, treasurer.

Records are kept in the home of Mrs. I. Selig, 4211 S. Galvez Street.

a. [MINUTE BOOKS], 1932--. 2 vols,
Minutes of the proceedings of business meetings held by the New Orleans
Hadassah, giving date of meeting, names of members present, and details
of all business considered, including an account of receipts and disburse-
ments, Arr. chron, by date of entry. Hdw. Approx, 100 pp. Aver. 10 x
8 X

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Rscord Book, vol. 1212, pp. 11-14,
New Orleans Jewish Ledger, Nov. 25, 1904,

Brener, Community, p. 6.

Information obtained from Mrs, N. H, Polmer, 2207 Carondelet St.,
July 20, 1939, by Minnie A. Spenso,
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116. HEBREW FRATERNAL ASSOCIATION, 1919-31, 529 South Rampart

Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish,

Defunct.

Formed for benevolent purposes, the Hebrew Fraternal Association was
organized in May 1919,(1) and incorporated October 5, 1920. Max Bernstein
was first president; he was followed by S, L. Jacobs. A. Caplan was re-
cording secretary; Thomas Goldman, treasurer.(2) Tho association becams
defunct in 1931.(3)

Records are kept in the office of Aleck Caplan, 529 South Rampart

Street.

a. [MINUTES OF MEETINGS], 1919-31, 2 vols,
Minutes of proceedings at meetings of this association, giving details
of all business considered, including sick benefits peid, election and
installation of officers, and an itemized account of receipts and dis-
bursements. Arr. chron. by date of meeting. Hdw.

117, NORTH LOUISIANA ZIONIST DISTRICT, 1920--, 802 Cotton Street,
Shreveport, Caddo Parish.

Nathan Murov and Harry Fisher pioneered the Zionist movement in

Shreveport, founding the North Louisiana Zionist District in 1920. Mem-
bership now totals 112, The group has national affiliation and thersby
completes its assistance to the Palestine program, It is not incorpo-

rated.(4) Walter Wolens is president; Joseph Murov, secretary; E. Renor,

treasurer; Bd Klein, Moise Levy, Sam Willer, and Rabbi Leo Brener, msm-

bers of executive committes,
Records are located in the home of Rabbi Brener, 444 Stoner Avenuse.

a. [MINUTES OF NORTH LOUISIANA 2 TONIST DISTRICT ], 1928-31, 1935--.
1 vol.

Minutes of the proceedings at meetings of this organization,
of meeting, details as to the election of officers, appointment of com-
mittees and reports of their activitises, along with financial reports
of the treasurer. Included is a membership roll, giving the names of
paying and non-paying members. Arr. chron. by date of entry. Typed.
300" ppe 9z 12Xy

giving dete

Information obtained from Aleck Caplan, 529 S. Rampart St., Feb. 22,

1940, by Malinda Moore.

Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 1253, pp.
Information obtained from Aleck Caplan, 529 S. Rampart St.,
1940, by Malinda Moore.

Tnformation obtained from Nathan Murov, 255 Stoner Ave.,
July 30, 1939, by Bertha M. Shaner.
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118. CONGREGATION BETH EL (House of God) SISTERHOOD, 1920--,
Bogalusa, Washington Parish,

Meeting at the home of Mrs. E. Berenson, members of Congregation
Beth Bl (see entry 32) organized a temple sisterhood in 1920. Tt is a
unit of the National Hadassah which has headquarters in New York City.
Members are active in the charitable work of the congregation. They
assist in paying the salary of an instructor engaged to teach Hebrew to
the children of the community. Thirty members are enrclled.(1l)
Mrs, M. Strug is president; Mrs. Joe Burke, secretary,

Records are kept in the home of Mrs., Joe Burke.

Bre . LEDGER - Jam, A0 19295 1 ol
Minutes of the proceedings at meetings of Beth Bl Sisterhood, Also
contains a membership roll of the organization. Arr, chron. by date of
entry.e HAwWG i X W x T

119, NEW ORLEANS YOUNG JUDAEAN COUNCIL, 1921--, Young Men's-Young
Women's Hebrew Association, 1634 Clio Street, New Orleans,
Orleans Parish,

Young Judaea is a junior movement of the National Zionist Organiza-
tion and is composed of boys and girls between 10 and 18 years of age,
he New Orleans Young Judaean Council, representing ssven clubs, is a
division of the Southern Young Judaean Region with hsadquarters in
Atlanta, Ephraim H, Lisitzky, 3722 Gen. Pershing Strset, was the organi-
zor of the first group in 1921. There ars approximately 120 members at
present.(2) 1In addition to the advancement of Zionism, the @ims of Young
Judaea include the furtherance of mental, moral, and physical development
of Jewish youth and the teaching of Hebrew ideals,(3) When first organ-
ized, the members gathered at the old Young Men's Hebrew Association
Building until it burned (see entry 86), Subsequently they took quarters
on Carondelet Street; later, meetings were held in the homes of officers,
with social functions at Menorah Institute., Recently the council returned
to the new Young Men's-Young Women's Hebrew Association Building, where
meetings are held on first Mondays, Sol Hershberg is president; Lazar
Brener and Ethel Weinstein, vice presidents; Ruth Gottesman, correspond-
ing secretary; Colman Bzkovich, recording secretary; Mrs, Herbert Pailset,
treasurer. (4)

Records are kept in the home of Miss Tess Goldfarb, 2601 Jena Street,

Information obatined from Mrs, M. Strug, 714 Carolina St., March 19,
1940, by Mary McCormick,

Information obtained from Zolomon Levin, 1730 Delachaise St.,

July 14, 1939, by Verdie Gomez.

American Jewish Yearbook, XXVI (1924), 497.

New Orleans Tribune, Nov, 25, 1940,
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a. [MINUTES OF BUSINESS MEETINGS ], Sept. 1937--. 1 vol. (loose-
leaf). Some prior records lost when the Athenaeum burned (1937).
Minutes of the proceedings at meetings of the New Orleans Young Judaean
Council, giving date and place of meeting, names of members present,
number of clubs represented, reports of their activities, and details of
the election of new officers. Arr, chron. by date of meeting. Hdw. and
typed. 14 x 10 x 1. Tn home of Miss Tess Goldfarb. 2601 Jena Street.

120. JEWISH BURIAL RITES ASSOCIATION, 1923-- 1629 Euterpe Street,
New Orleans, Orleans Parish.

Burial and benevolent socisties are the result of an ancient
Talmudic observance which obliged the whole community to cease work and
participate in preparations for the burial of the dead.(l) Louisiana's
first congregation, Shangari Chessed in New Orleans (see entry 1), devi-
ated from this slightly, but it was decresd in the bylaws that the presi-
dent, vice president, and trustees should not absent themsslves from any
funeral on pain of a $5 fine; six members, selected from a rotating list,
were appointed to prepare the body for burial.(2) From the time of the
first Orthodox interment in the state until less than 20 years ago each
congregation carried out its own exercises for the dead, but in the
summer of 1923 a group of men gathered to discuss an association for this
purpose. Several meetings were held and eventually every Orthodox group
in the city was represented. Organization was perfected in July; the
aims and purposes, written in Hebrew, were deposited at Msncrah Insti-
tute (see entry 124), and the Jewish Burial Rites Association came into
being.(3) Articles of incorporation wers recorded August 24, 1923.(4)

Twenty-two men compose the association which has its own burying
ground, 4300 Frenghmen Street. Traditional coremonials are fulfilled
for rich and poor alike, Once a ysar a banquet is held. It is preceded
by a day of fasting to impress members with the religious aspect of the
organization. There are no stated meetings, but called cegsions are con-
ducted when necessary,(b) Jewish tradition prescribes a series of cere-
monies to be performed over the dead. Tt is further prescribed that
these rites be conducted by men who in their private lives maintain a
high standard of religious piety and morality. The body is ceremoniously
washed in a definite procedure while prayers and Biblical passages are
recited, It is then dressed in a plain white linen shroud and placed in
a simple casket. Service is generally performed by a rabbi. Orthodox
burials are governed by other traditions, among them a declaration
against embalming. Services are either in the home or at the grave,

Israel Abrahams, Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, p. 333.

Shpall, "First Synagogue", 527,528. e

Information obtained from Herry Offner, 326 S. Rempart St., Jan. 29
1930, by Verdie Gomez.
Orleans Parish, Mortgage Office, Record Book, vol. 1286, pp. 556,557
Inf ormation obtained from Harry Offner, 326 8. Rampart St., Jan. 29,
1940, by Verdie Gomez.
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never in a synagogue, The association, in addition to those specific
duties, has a wider program of activities. It dispenses charities and
contributes to institutions teaching Jewish principles,(l) Harry Offner
is president; Samuel Teles, sscretary.

All records are kept in the office of Samusel Teles, 1629 Euterpe
Street.

a. RECORD (Charter and Minute Book), Nov., 1923--, 1 vol.
Minutes of the proceedings at the annual meetings detailing all business
considered. Included are financial records, giving amount of contribu-
tions and expenditures, and balance for fiscal year, Also contzins a copy
of the charter and bylaws, and a membership roll written in Hebrew. Arr.
chron, by meeting, Hdw. in English and Hebrew. 400 pp, 15 x 10 x 2.

b, LEDGER (Burial Record), April 10, 1931--. 1 vol.
Record of persons who have been prepared for burial by the association,
giving amount charged, name of deceased, and date of death. Arr. chron.
by date of entry., Indexed in vol, alph, by first letter of surname of
decsased. Hdw. in English and Hebrew, 284 pp. 86 pp. used, 16 x 10 x 1,

¢. LEDGER (Burial Record, Rough Draft), April 10, 1931--, 1 vol.
Rough draft of the burial record, from which entries are posted in the
official ledger. Arr, chron. by date of entry. Hdw. in English and
Hebrew, 88 pp. 14 x 8 x 1.

121. CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL (House of Israel) SISTERHOOD, 1923--,
1616 Carondelet Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish. 3

The sisterhood was organized in 1923.(2) Its activities include the
Sponsorship of a Sabbath School, supervision of Menorah Institute (see
entry 124), the issvance of a monthly bulletin, and +the conduct of a
monthly book review,(3) 1iirs, M. P, Brener is secretary,

Records are kept in the home of Mirs. M. P, Brener, 2231 Marengo
Street,

a. [Minutes of ] BETF ISRAEL SISTERHOOD, 1934--, 1 vol., (loose-
leaf),
Minutes of the oroceedings at meetings of the sisterhood, Also conteins
& membership roll, Arr, chron. by date of entry, Hdw, 12 x 10 x 2,

Information cortained in letter from Rabbi Uri Miller, June 9, 1939
to Statewide Records Project.

Information obiained from Mrs, M. P, Brener, 2231 Marengo St., New
Orleans, April 24, 1940, by Stella W. Steve,

Beth Israel Synagngue; Its Place in the Community (Pemphlet

in Statewide Records Project oifice).
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122, CONGREGATION B'NAI ISRAEL (Children of Israel) SISTERHOOD,
1924--, 400 Jackson Street, Monroe, OQuachita Parish.

Formation of the Congregation B'nai Israel Sisterhood took place
October 1, 1924,(1) The group participates in affairs of the state
sisterhood orgenization,(2) Financial records, kept in the home of the
treasurer, Mrs, S. K, Henninger, 1312 North Third Street, were not

available,

a. MINUTE BOOK, Oct. 1, 1924--. 2 vols.
Minutes of the proceedings at meetings of the sisterhood, giving date
of meeting, place held, names of members present, total amount of dues
collected and signature of secretary., Also contains a roster of officers,
giving address and title of office held; a membership roll, and a copy
of the bylews of the sisterhood. Arr. chron. by date of meeting. Typed,
Oct. 1, 1924-Sept. 30, 1936; hdw., Oct, 1, 1936<e: . Mpproxs 800 pp.; 11 x
91, 1vol,, Oct. 1, 1924-Sept. 30, 1936, in rabbi's office, Temple
B'nai Israel; 1 vol., Oct., 1, 1936--, in home of the secretary, Mrs,
Stella Sandman, 211 Erin Avenue.

123. ORGANIZATION SISTERHOOD OF CONGREGATION AGUDATH ACHIM ANSHE
SFARD, (United Brothers of the Sephardic Rite), ca. 1925--,
2230 Carondelet St., New Orleans, Orleans Parish.

This group was organized as a sewing circle around 1925.(3) Tt has
a membership of 65. Members meet monthly at the synagogue and carry on
various phases of charitable work. Mrs. W. Gerber is president; Miss
Bessie Weinstein, secretary; end Mrs. J. B. Katz, treasurer.

Unless otherwise indicated, records are. kept in the home of Miss
Bessie Weinstein, 2222 Baronne Street,

a. MNUTE BGOK, 1936--, 1 vol. (loose-leaf).,
Minutes of the proceedings at meetings of the sisterhood, giving date of
meeting, nature of business considered, and rscord of attendance. Arr.
chron, by date of entry., Hdw. Approx. 50 pp. 10 x s

b. ROIL BOOK OF THE ORGANIZATION SISTERHOOD, 1937--. 1 vol.
(loose-leaf),
Register of all active members of the sisterhood, giving name and address
of each, amount of '‘dues paid, and date of payment. Arr. chron, by date
of entry, Hdw, Approx. 50 pp. 10 x 7.

Minute Book ({see sub-entry 122 a).

New Orleans States, Mar. 27, 1941.

Tnformation obtained from Miss Bessie Weinstein, 2222 Baronns Sty
March 27, 1939, by Jossephine Pulley.
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c. TREASURER'S BOOK OF THE ORGANIZATION SISTERHOOD, 1937--. 2 vols,
(loose-1eaf).

Record of the finances of the sisterhood, containing an account of all
cash receipts and disbursements, giving source from which monsey is re-
ceived, purpose of expenditure, and date of sach transaction. Included
is a bank check book containing stubs, giving name of person to whom money
has been paid. Arr, chron., by date of entry. Hdw. Aver. 11 x 9. 1In
home of Mrs, J. B, Katz, 2101 Nerth Claibowne Avenue.

124, MENORAH INSTITUTE, 1925--, 1629 Euterpe Stroet, New Orleans,
Orleans Parish,

Fostored by Congrogation Both Israol (see entry 26), Menorah Insti-
tute. is a religious school founded in 1925 when Joseph Rittenberg was
congregation president and Rabbi H., Raphael Gold was spiritual leader.(l)
Part time classes are held daily. There is a seven-year course of Jowish
sducation and a four-year high school course with special stress placed
on the moral and spiritual aspects of Judaism, The school has its own
organization, raises its own funds, the larger part of which, however,
accrues from the congregation and from Beth Israel Sisterhood. Thore are
three teachers, One hundred and twenty children attend. The main audi-
torium serves as a community center for Jewish youth.{(2) William Feldman
is president; Elias Singer, financial secretary; Miss Ester Fisher, socre-
tary .

Unless otherwise indicated, all rocords aro kept in a bookcase in
the library, Menorah Institute,

a. MINUTES OF BOARD MEETINGS, 1938--., 1 vol. (loose-leaf).
Minutes of the proceedings at board mestings; also contains financial
reports and attendance record of pupils of the daily schonl., Arr. chron,
by date of entry.’ Hdw. 11 x'9 x'1,

b, NEW LOUISIANA CLASS RECORD, 1938-=-. 1 vol,
Record of each pupil attending the daily school, giving data on attend-
ance, Arr, chron. by date of entry; alph. thereundsr by name. of pupil.
Hiw. 9 % 6'x'1.

c. SUNDAY RELIGIOUS SCHOOL, 1938--. 1 vol,
Recerd of pupils attonding Sunday School, giving names and data on attend-
ance, Arr, chron. by date of entry; alph. theresunder by name of pupil.
Hidw," 9 x 9 x 1. 1In office of Menorah Instituts,

Corner stone in building.
Information obtained from Miss L. Dulitz, 410 3., Rempart St.,
June 30, 1939, by 3tella W. Stevs.
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125. MOSEAN FRATERNITY, 1926--, Young Men's-Young Women *s Hebrew
Association, 1634 Clio Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.

The Mosean Fraternity was organized in 1926 and has headquarters et
the Young Men's-Toung Women's Hebrew Association. Founders were Leon
and Abe Goldberg., The group's purposes are to foster good fellowship
among Jowish men and boys. Boxing matches, other sporting events, ama-
teur plays, and social functions are on its pregram. Following the New
Orleans organization, chapters of the fraternity have been established
in Mobile, Ala., Atlanta, Ga., and Washington, D. C.(1) Abe Finkelstein
is president; Sol Belasco, secretary; Israel Trestman, treasurer.

a, [GENERAL RECORD], 1934--. 1 vol.
This is a general record of the Mosean Fraternity. Included are minutes
of the meetings, names and addresses of board members, membership roll,
and record of members admitted and dropped. Arr, chron. by date of
entry; alph. thersunder by names of members, Hdw. 14 x 10 x 1., In
home of Sol Belasco, 2772 Marengo Street.

b, [FINANCTIAL RECORD], Aug. 17, 1936--. 1 vol.
Record of receipts and expenditures as reported at each meeting. Arr,
chron, by date of entry. Hdw. 8 x 5 x 1, 1In office of Israel Trestmen,

1701 Joliet Streset.

126, NEW ORLEANS JUNIOR HADASSAH (Queen Esther), 1927--,
2231 Marengo Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish,

Through the energy of Rabbi Max Heller and Ann Balser, of Atlanta,
the New Orleans Junior Hadassah was organized in the fall of 1927.
Miss Tda Brener was its first president. From a very small group the
chapter has growm to a membership of more than 100 Jewish girls.(2)
Tts functions include matorial aid in the support of a Jowish children's
village in Palestine, the conduct of cultural classes, the spreading of
ideals of Zionism, snd general fund work.(3) The chapter is a unit of
the National Junior Hadassah, New York City. Meetings are held in the
centers of the various New Orleans synagogues from October through May.
(4) Miss Rose Hershberg is president; Miss Rosalie Levin, first vice
president; Miss Sara Brensr, second vice president; Miss Rose Barkoff,
corresponding secretary; Miss Alice Mayer, recording secretary; Miss
Sylvia Hainebach, treasurer.

Rocords are in the home of Miss Rosalie Brener, 2231 Marengo Street.

Informetion obtained from Sol Belasco, 2772 Marengo St., August 10,
1939, by E. A, Westfall.

Brener, Community, p. 6.

American Jewish Yearbook, "Hadassah News Letter," XL (1938~39),
446,

Information obtained from Miss Rosalie Brener, 2231 Marengo Ste,
June 8, 1939, by Minnie A. Spenso.
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: : Archives of Organizations (126-129)
ations ; and Institutions
s
a. [MINUTE BOOKS], 1937--. 2 vols.
Minutes of the proceedings at meetings of this chapter, giving dats of
she meeting, names of members present, and business considered. Included is
a' financial statement, itemizing receipts and expenditures, Arr. chron.
by date of entry. Typed. Aver. 75 pp. 10 x 8 x 1,

127. TOURO SYNAGOGUE BROTHERHOOD, 1927--, 4238 St, Charles Avenue,
New Orleans, Orleans Parish,

Although the Touro Synagogue Brotherhood did not come into existence
under that name until 1927, a men's group known as the Young Men's Club,
had been formed seven years before. Louis Rosen was the first president;
he was succeeded by Simon Schwartz, When the club expanded, its ranks

Lnutes , were opened to all men of the congregation and to those unaffiliated
roll, 3 with any congregation. Dr, Isidore Cohn was the first president of the
i . enlarged organization.(l)

In No records were found.

128. CONGREGATION B'NAT ISRAEL (Children of Israel) BROTHERHOOD,
1928--, 400 Jackson Street, Monroe, Ouachita Parish.

Men of Congregation B'nai Israel (see entry 7) formed the brother-
hood purely for social purposes. The members elected to meet monthly in
the home of one of the group for a dinner with no business discussions
contemplated. There are no dues and the only obligation is that each
member, once a year, act as host. (2) The first meeting was held on
November 22, 1928,

anta, | Records are kept in the office of the secretary, Mark Wilenzick,
' 304 Bernhardt Building.

the !

) a., MINUTE BOOK, Nov, 22, 1928~~, 1 vol. (looss-leaf).

dren's ~ Minutes of proceedings at meetings of the brotherhood, giving date of

ng of meeting, number of members and visitors present, names of host, principal
t of g Speaker, members of refreshment committee, and officers, Included is a

1 the | membership roll, giving full names and addresses of members. Arr, chron.
y May. ‘ by date of meeting, Typed. Approx, 150 pp. 11 x 10 x 1, In office of
ii;? f Secretary, Mark Wilenzick, 304 Bernhardt Building.

A ] 1

.58
4 , 129, HEBREW INSTITUTE, 1930-34, 411} Louisiana Avenus, Shreveport,
Street. . Caddo Parish,
! Defunct.,

Organized and incorporated in December 1930 for the purpose of pro-
moting fellowship and the perpetuating of Judaism's principles, the Hebrew

1
2. Information obtained from Mark Wilenzick, 304 Bernhardt Bldg.,
May 22, 1939, by Edna E. Reid.

Hundredth Anniversary, pp. 11-14.




(129’130) Archives of Organizations
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Institute of Shreveport had as officers Abie Goldberg, president; Mrs. Jos
Gardsbane, vice president; E. Renov and Miss Mollie Goodman, secretaries;
and Joseph Graseber, treasurer.(l) The club disbanded in 1934,.(2)
No records have been found.

130, JEWISH WELFARE FUND, 1932--, 348 Baronne Street, New Orleans,
Orleans Parish.

Organized in 1932 but not incorporated, this body is affiliated with
the Jewish Charitable and Bducational Federation. The Jewish Welfare
Fund is designed primarily to assist needy agencies outside the c¢ity of
New Orleans.(3) Kirby Newburger is president; Harold S, Mayer, vice
president; L. Hirsch, secretary; Louis Rosen, treasurer.

Reocrds are kept in the office of Dr. David Fichman, 303 Stern

Building.

2. MINUTE BOOKS, 1935--. 3 vols.
Minutes of procesdings at all meetings held by the executive board of the
Jewish Welfare Fund, giving dato of meeting, names of membors present,
names of groups appealing for aid, nature of appeal, and action taken by
board. Included is a record of annual meeting of the entire membership,
giving date, number of members present, details of election of officers,
and a summary of reports and other matters considered. Arr., chron. by

date of meetings. Hdw. 125 pp. Aver, 10 x 12 x 1.

b. JOURNAL, 1935--. 1 vol,
Receipts and disbursements, giving name of contributor, name of benefic-

jary, date and amount of each transaction, and page number in Ledger.
Arr. chron. by date of entry. HAw. 125 pp. 10 x 12 x 1.

¢. LEDGER, 1935--, 1 wvol.
Debits and credits of each unit receiving relief,
and folio number of entry in Journal, Arr, chron., by date of entry.

Hdw. 150 pp. 10 x 12 z 1.

giving date, amount,

d. GCASH BOOK, 1935--. 2 vols.
Record of reseipts and disbursements, Receipts give date, amount, and
name of contributor; expenditures give name of agency assisted, date,
amount paid and to whom. Arr., chron. by date of entry. Hdw. Approz.

132 pp., Aver. 10 x 12 x 1,

Caddo Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Charter Book, vole 10,

pp. 23-25.

Information obtained from Mrs. Joe Gardsbane, 243 Jordan St.,
July 21,1939, by Bertha M. Shaner,

Information obtained from Dr. David Fichman, Stern Bldg., June 1,
1939, by Karl Nelson,
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Archives of Organizations (130-133)
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6. CORRESPONDENCE, 1935--, 4 of 1 steel file case.
Correspondence between this body and Jewish charitable and communal
agencies outside New Orleans, pertaining to appeals for assistance in
carrying out their programs. Arr, chron., by date of letter. Typed,
12 xle i30T

131, CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL (House of Israel) MEN'S CLUB,
ca. 1936--, 1616 Carondelet Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish,

The Men's Club of Congregation Beth Israel (see entry 26) meets
monthly for a dinner gathering at the synagogue. Various phases of con-
gregation endeavor are attended to by the club; it also sponsors a Boy
Scout troop.(l) Exact date of organization has not been ascertained. The
records, however, begin in 1936, Alezander Gottsegen is secrstary.

Records are kept in the home of Alexander Gottsegen, 3135 Louisiana
Avenue Parkway.

a. (Minutes of) BETH ISRAEL MEN'S CLUB, 1936--. 1 vol, (loose-
leaf).
Minutes of proceedings at meetings of the club, giving date of meeting
and an account of the activities., Included is a list of the names of
members. Arr, chron. by date of meeting, Typed. 8 x 10 x 1.

132, TEMPLE SINAI BROTHERHOOD, 1936~-, 6221 St, Charles Avenus,
New Orleans, Orleans Parish.

Temple Sinai Brotherhood, affiliated with the National Federation
of Temple Brotherhood, was formed in January 1936, There are about 75
members; monthly meetings are held at the synagogue from October through
June, Purposes include co-operation with the congregation, and the
fostering of comradeship through social gatherings and cultural programs.
Leon §, Cahn was the first president and he retains that position.,
P. H. Stern is sscretary.(2)

No records were found.

133, MACCABEE ALUMNI ORGANIZATION, 1936-40, Young Men's-Young
Women's Hebrew Association, 1634 Clio Street, New Orleans,
Orleans Parish.

Defunct.

After ten years existence as an affiliate of the New Orleans Young
Judaean Council (see entry 119) under the name of the Maccabees, the latter

2. Information obtained from Leon S. Cahn, 1916 Jefferson Ave,, Nov, 28,

1939, by Minnie A, Spenso.
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group, reorganized in 1936 as the Maccabee Alumni Organization and became
a chapter of the Masada, Young Zionist Organization, with headquarters in
New York City.(l) Membership was limited to ages betweon 21 and 30 years;
the objoct, to furthor aims of Zionism.(2) Those reaching 30 years of
age affiliated with other Zionist organizations. Meetings were held on
the second Tuesday in each month at the Y. M.-Y. W, H. A, The original
Maccabee group in New Orleans was the first Young Judasan unit in the
United States to affiliate as a body with Masada. Membership was mixed.
(3) The organization ceased to exist in 1940. David Herman was the last
president; Golda Kleinfeldt, recording secretary.

Records are kept in the home of Miss Golda Kleinfeldt, 3001 De Soto

Street.

a. [MINUTES], 1936-39. 1 vol, (loose-leaf).
Minutes of proceedings at meetings of the Maccabee Alumni Organization,
giving date of meeting and a summary of all business considered, including
acceptance of membership applications, an account of social and cultural
activities, and dues collected. Arr. chron, by date of meeting. Typed.

\2 e b Bl LA

134, CONGREGATION SHAARAI TEFILIAH (Gates of Prayer) BROTHERHOOD ,
1937--, Napoleon Avenue and Coliseum Street, New Orleans,

Orleans Parish.

Mature men of Congregation Gates of Prayer compose this group which
was organized in 1937. Activities include social functions and partici-
pation in general communal work. Meetings are at the Lecpold Weil Center,
Nepoleon Avenue and Coliseum Strest. Sam Pulitzer is secratary.

Records arein the custody of of Sam Pulitzer, 910 Pousyfarre Street.

e. RECORD BOOK OF THE CATES OF PRAYER BROTHERHOOD, 1937--.

1 vol., (loose-leaf).
Record of activities of the Brotherhood, signed by the sscretary. In-
cluded is a 1list of members. Arr, chron. by date of entry. Typed.

1l 5 e i Jiie o1

135. JEWISH WELFARE FUND, 1937--, Union Building, Baton Rougse,
East Baton Rouge Parish.

To assist community welfare work, and to raise funds for national
charity and for refugee aid, the Baton Rouge Jewish Welfare Fund was

Information obtained from David Herman, Maritime 3ldg., Sept. 18,
1639, oy Verdie C:omez.
Constitution of Macabee Alumni Organizatien (Copy in Statewide

Records Project office).

Information obtained from David Herman, Maritime Bldg., Sept.
1939, by Verdie Gomsez.
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organized June 12, 1937, Thers is no definite membership; donations are
voluntary, Beneficiary institutions inelude children's homes in Denver
and New OUrleans; a home for the aged, Memphis; hospitals in Los Angelss
and Hot Springs, Ark,; the United Jewish Appeal, Foreign Countries; the
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society; and the Jewish tuberculosis society, (1)
Ben R, Mayer is chairman.,

Records are kept in the chairman's office, Union Federal Loan and
Savings Association, Union Building, Fifth and Florida Streets.

a. GCASH BOOK, 1937--, 2 vols, (loose-leaf).
Financial record of the Jewish Welfare Fund, giving date, amount of money,
and from whom received; date, amount of disbursement, and name of benefit-

ing institution. Arr. chron, by date of entry. Hdw. Approx., 65 pp.
Avery H2s 3 0 ..

136, UNITED JEWISH CHARITIES OF NORTHEAST LOUISIANA, 1938--, 400
Jackson Street, Monroe, Ouachita Parish.

This organization was incorporated May 17, 1938.(2) Administration
and supervision rests with a2 board of trustees, 12 from Ouachita Parish
and nine from other sections of the Fifth Congressional District,(3)
which constitutes the area covered by the organization. A president,

vice president, secretary, and treasurer are selected from among board
members who are chosen by the membership, Annual meetings are held on
the third Tuesday in January. The group's purposes include supervision
of collections for charities and philanthropic endeavor,(4)

Records are kept in the rabbi's office, Temple B'nai Israel,

&. MINUTE BOOK, May 17, 1938--. 1 vol. (loose-leaf),
Minutes of proceedings at meetings of the United Jewish Charities of
Northeast Louisiana, giving date and place of meeting, name of presiding
officer, members present, board members, and business transacted., In-
cluded is a membership roll, giving name of member, amount pledged, date
pledge fulfilled, and total amount of pledges for the whole year. Also
contains a copy of the charter and bylaws of the organization. Arr.
chron, by date of meeting, Typed. Approx. 125 pp. 9 x 11 x 1.

Information obtained from Ben R. Mayer, P. 0. Box 812, Dec. 29, 1939,
by Bmma J. O'Brien.

Ouachita Parish, Clerk of Court's office, Corporation Charter Record,
VoL S D 3 PR

The Fif+th Congressional District is comprised of Caldwell, Catahoula,
Concordia, East Carroll, Franklin, Jackson, Lincoln, Madison, More-
house, Ouachita, Richland, Tensas, Union, and West Carroll Parishes.
(B. 4. Conway, Secretary of State, Report of Secretary of State to
Eii Excellency Richard W. Leche, Governor of Louisiana, from January
1, 1937 %o December 31, 1938, p. 8.)

Ouazﬂ?%éuﬁarish, Clerk of Court's office, Corporation Charter Record,
vol., I, pp, 123-130.
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b. TREASURER'S RECORD, May 17, 1938--. 1 vol, (loose-leaf).
Financial record of the United Jewish Charities of Northeast Louisiana,
giving full name of sach member, amount pledged, and & record of contri-
butions toward individual pledges, and dates contributions were made .,
Arr, alph, by first letter in surname of member. Typed., Approx. 75 Pp.

J o 0 i b8

c. CORRESPONDENCE, May 1938--. 1 cardboard file box.
Letters received from participating organizations, and copies of letters
sent out by this organization, Arr. chron. by date of letter. Typed.,

Approx, 75 letters. 5 x+10"x"12%

137, JEWISH YOUTH ORGANIZATION, 1938-40, 826 lafayette Street,
New Orleans, Orleans Parish.
Defunct.

Organized November 6, 1938, the Jewish Youth Organization, composed
of about 20 young people of Congregation Chevra Thilim (see entry 13,
met on the third Sunday during winter months to arrange social and re-
creational affairs. Any young person from 15 to 19 years was eligihle
+0 mombership.(l) Isabel Fisher was the last president; Gusteve Pailet,
secretary; and Nellie Kaufman, treasurer.

a, [MINUTE AND MEMBERSHIP ROLL BOOK], November 6, 1938-39, 1 vol.
Record of procaedings at meetings of this organization, giving date and
nature of business considered. Also contains attendance data and 2
membership roll, Arr. chron. by date of entry; membership roll, alpha.
by first letter of surname. Haw. Approz, 50 pp. 11 X 9 x 1, In home
of Custave Pailet, 3432 Louisiana Avenue Parkway.

b. [FINANCIAL RECORD ], Nov. 6, 1938-39. 1 vol. (loose-leaf).
Financial record of the Jewish Youth Organization, giving an itemization
of receipts and disbursements. Arr. chron. by date of entryj alph.
thereunder by name of members. Hdw. “9'x 6 x 1, In home of Miss Nellie
Kaufman, 1820 St. Andrew Street.

138, CHEVRA THILIM (Society of the Psalms) MEN'S PROGRESSIVE CLUB,
1938--, 826 Lafayette Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.

The Men's Progressive Club came into existence through the activi-
ties of Meyer Sabludowsky and Julius Katz, members of Congregation Chevra
Thilim (see entry 13). Records of the club show that organization was
perfected on February 14, 1938, with 21 charter members. The group's
purposes are to aid in cultural development by instilling the spirit and
atmosphere of Jewish ideals, customs and ceremoniss as practiced by

1., Information obtained from Isabel Fisher, 305 Homedale Ave., DecC. 21,
1939, by Verdie Gomez.
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Congregation Chevra Thilim; to foster a fraternal spirit in the community
among the Jewish and non-Jewish residents, and to participate in all
worthy activities. There are 45 members.(l) Dr, Marx Sterbcow is presi-
dent; Hyman Karnofsky, vice president; Dr. Louis Cohen, corresponding
secretary; Sam Katz, recording secretary; and Herman Yuspsh, treasurer,

a., [MINUTES], May 1, 1939--, 1 portfolio.
Minutes of proceedings at meetings of this organization detailing all
business considered. Also contains membership attsndance record. Arr.
chron, by date of meeting, Hdw. 8 x 11. In home of Elias Cohen, 2723
S, Broad Street.

b, [REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE], Feb, 14, 1838--, 2 portfolios.
Miscellaneous records, including a complete membership roll, notices of
meetings, listings of the organizers of the club, offiéers, charter mem-
bers, prospective members, and copies of correspondence. Arr. chron. by
date of article. Typed. Approx. 125 sheets; aver. 11 x 8. In office
of Dr, Louis Cohen, 2141 Franklin Avenus.

139. CENTRAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS, 1939-20, 303 Stern
Building, New Orleans, Orleans Parish.
Defunct,

The council was organized February 7, 1939 to co-ordinate activities
of various Israelite groups in New Orleans. There were about 23 member
groups; each was allowed two representatives in the council. Many of
these were youth organizations for which the central body acted somewhat
as a clearing housse., There were no dues; no definite meeting place.
Charitable, educational, and refugee sndeavors were discussed.(2) The
organization lapsed within a year. Bernard Mintz was president;

M. Dennery, secrstary.
No records were found.

140, BROTHERHOOD OF ANSHE SFARD SYNAGOGUE, 1940-~, 2230 Carondslet
Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish,

Thirty-five members of Congregation Agudath Achim Anshe Sfard (sese
entry 24) composs the Brotherhood of Anshe Sfard Synagogue which was
organized November 1, 1940. The group is not incorporated. Purposes are
to cooperate in all congregation activities, "contributing toward progress
and humane ideas." Meetings are held monthly on the last Thursdays.(3)

Information obtained from Dr. Louis Cohen, 2141 Franklin Ave,,. Mzrch
17, 1939, by Josephine Pulley.

Information obtained from Bernard Mintz, 536 Canal Bank Blag.,

June 30, 1939, by Verdie Gomez.

‘Inf ormation obtaineg from David L, Herman, 1915 Napoleon Ave.,

June 10, 1941, by M}nnie A, Spenso.
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Hershberg, vice president; Morris

David L. Herman is president; Leon
and Maurice Feingerts,

Moskowitz, treasurer; Abe Weiner, secretary;
historian.

s. MINUTE BOOK, 1940--. 1 vol.
Rocord of proceedings at meetings of this organization, giving date of
meeting, and detail of 21l business transacted. Arr. chron, by date of
entry. Hdw. 200 pp. 7 x 4 x 1. At place of business of Abe Wiener,

1726 Dryades Street.

b. [FINANCE BOOK], 1940--. 1 vol.
Financial record of this organization, showing dues paid, all money re-
coived and from what source, and an account of all money paid out by
the organization. Arr. chron. by date of entry. Hdw. 200 pp. 7 %
4x 1., At place of business of Morris Moskowitz, 1520 Dryades Street.

141, JEWISH BURIAL SOCIETY OF CONGREGATIONS AGUDATH ACHIM ANSHE
SFARD AND CHEVRA THILIM, 1941--, 2230 Carondelet Street,
New Orlesns, Orleans Parish,

This is a joint burial society established by members of Congre-
gation Agudath Achim Anshe Sfard (see entry 24) and Congregation Chevra
Thilim (see entry 13) March 24, 1941, It is not incorporated, Meet-
ings are held quarterly at the synagogues. Its purpose is to bury the
dead in conformity with rites of the two congregations.(l) Albert
Pailet is president; Sol Grisham, vice president; Louis Gurievsky,
gecretarysy and J, Silverman, treasurer,

No records were found.

142, CONGREGATION B'NAI ZION (Children of Zion) SISTERHOOD, @ate
unknown)*=, 802 Cotton Street, Shreveport, Caddo Parish.

Existence of the Congregation B'nai Zion (see entry 5) Sisterhood
antedates the earliest existing records, the minutes from January 1928,
but members cannot give information as 4o the organization date. Barly
records have been lost or misplaced.(Z) Through collections and sub-
scriptions the sisterhood gives aid to the Hebrew Union College in
Cincinnati and the New Orleans Jewish Children's Home. Books for the
Sunday School, and braille books for the blind are bought. Temple
decorations and care are in the hands of a special committee {see sub-
entry 142 b). Mral Armand Ross is president; Mrs. Bob Redstone, secre-
tary; and Mrs. M. M. Silbernagle, treasurer.

Information obtained from Rabbi Moses T. Goldberg, 2230 Carondelet

St oy duner L0 EIA LY Josephine Pulley.
Information obtained from Mrs, Bob Redstone,
12, 1939, by Bertha M. Shaner,

711 Unadilla St., Aug.
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e, [MINUTES], Jan. 9, 1928--~. 1 vol,
Record of proceedings at meetings of the B'nai Zion Sisterhood, giving
date of meeting, naturs of businsss considered, including appointment of
chairmen to various committess, reports of chairmen, and elsction of
officers. Arr, chron, by date of meeting, Hdw. 300 pp. 12 x 8 x 2,
In home of Mrs, Bob Redstone, 711 Unadilla Street,

b. ([FINANCIAL RECORD ], 1936--, 1 vol,
Record of receipts and disbursements of the sisterhood. Receipts give
amounts and sources of revenus, including membership dues, profits
derived from benefit parties, teas, bridge parties, dances, and from the
sale of "Uniongrams;" disbursements give amounts and purposos of expendi-
tures, including contributions to Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati and
to the New Orleans Jewish Children's Home, expenses of convention dele-
gates, aid to Jewish students at Louisiana State University, decoration
for the temple on holy days, purchasing books in braille for the Jewish
blind, books for the Sabbath 3chool, Bibles and prayer books for confirmed
children, flowers for the altar, stationery and stamps., From time to time
bank deposits :and withdrawals are entered on the record, Arr. chron. by
date of entry. Hdw. under printed headings, 76 pp, 12 x 14 x 1, 1In
home of Mrs., M. M. Silbernagel, 420 Fannin Street,

143, CONGREGATION B'NAI ZION (Children of Zion) HADASSAH SOCIETY,
Date unknown--, 802 Cotton Street, Shreveport, Caddo Parish,

Organization date of +this group is unknown and the records, kept
for only a few years and then destroyed, date back only to 1936, The
group participates in the customary Hadassah activities including contri-
butions, through the national body, to hospitals, children's homes, and
general aid in Palestine.(l) Mrs. E. W. Rappeport is treasurer,

Records are kept in the home of Mrs, Walter Gershowitte, 1535
Elizabeth Street.

a. [MINUTES ], March 1936--, 1 vol.
Minutes of proceedings at meetings of the Hadassah Society, giving date
of meeting, names of officers elected, names of members appointed as
chairmen of various committees, and reports on the activities of the com-
nittees, Arr. chron, by date of meeting. 1936, typed; 1937--, hdw,
200 pp, 12 x 10 x 1%,

b. [FINANCIAL RECORD], 1936--. 1 vol.
Record of receipts and disbursements of funds of the society. Receipts
include membership dues, donations, funds raised by various means, and
amount deposited in bank; disbursements give an account of charities
Supported by the organization, Included is a list of names and addresses

f members, Arr, chron. by date of entry. Hdw. on printsd forms. 50 PP.
226x },

———
15

Information obtained from Mrs. Walter Gershowitte, 1535 Elizabeth
St., July 17, 1939, by Bertha M. Shaner.
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Church

Congregation Touro Synagogue
Hebrew Rest Cemetery

Hebrew Benevolent Associstion

Cemetery Association Linfuzoth
Jehudah (Dispersed of Judah)

Ladies Hebrew Benevolent Society
of New Orleans

Cemetery Shaarai Tefillah
(Gates of Prayer)

Touro Infirmary

Ladies Auxiliary of the Congre-
gation Gates of Prayer

Cemetery Gemiluth Chassodim
(Unselfish Benevolence)
The Hebrew Foreign Mission of

New Orleans
Jewish Children's Home

Tourc Relief Society For. In-
digent Jews in Jerusalem,
Pzlestine

Young Men®s Hebrew Literary
Association

Cemetery Ohavi Sholom (Lovers
of Peace)

Congregation Bikur Cholim
(Visiting the Sick)

Hebrew Benevolent Society of
Plagquemine

Congregation Temime Derech
(The Right Way)
Hebrew Benevolent Association

Cemetery Association of Con-
gregation B'Nai Israel
(Children of Israsl)

Hebrew Rest Cemeteriss

Congregation B*Nai Israsl
(Children of Israel)

Location

New Orleans
New Orleans

New Orleans
New Orleans

Orleans

New Orlesans

New Orleans
Orleans
Pineville

New Orleans
New Orleans

Orleans

Orleans

Donaldsonville

Plaguemine
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Baton Rouge
Shreveport
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Chronological table

Church

Congregation B'Nal Israel
(Children of Israel)

Congregetion B'lal Zion
(Children of Zion) Shreveport

Hebrew Bikur Cholim of the
Perish of Ascension
the Sick) Doneldsonville

1860

T3 a3 +ine
Y1S1T01Ng

Cemetery B'Nai Israel

(Children of Israel) lonroe
Congregation Gemiluth Chassodim
(Unselfish Benevolence) Alexandrie

Hebrew Ladies Benevolent

Association Shreveport

New Orleans

1863 Hermony Club

Beth Isreel (House of Israel) New Orleens

=

Israelite Ledies Chariteble

Association New Orleans

1866 Cemetery B'Nai Israsl (Soms
of Israel) Natchitoches
Hebrew fducation Society of
New Orleens
Hebrow Rest Cemeteries No. 1
No. 2

w Orleans

and

nachim Aveilim (Com-
the Mourners) e

9 Cemetery M
forting

Congregation Temple Sinal

Iouisiana Lodge No. 107, B'Nai
B*Rith Shreveport

fen's Hebrew Benevolent

Young,
Association

Shreveport

1871 Congregation B!Nai Israel (Sons
of Israel)
Congregation Chevre Anshe Tip-

hereth Israel (Society of len

for the Glory of Israel) ew Orleans
Congregation Shaarey Zedek

(Gates of Righteousness) Morgan City
laedies Hebrew Association of
Baton Rouge Baton Rouge

1873

1874

1875

1877

1878

1879

1880

1881

1882

1883

1884

1885



Chronological table

Church Location

New Orleans Lodge No, 182,
B*Nai B'Rith New Orleans
Temple Sinai Cemeteries New Orleans

District Grand Lodge No. 7,
B*Nai B'Rith New Orleans

Children's Hebrew Benevolent
Society Baton Rouge

Abraham Geiger Lodge No. 232,

B'Nai B'Rith Baton Rouge
Congregation Chevra Thilim

(Society of the Psalms) New Orleans
Ladies® Aid and Sewing Socisty New Orleans

Congregation B'Nei Sholom

(Children of Peace) Bastrop
Congregation Chevra Mikve

Israel (Hope of Israel) New Orlsans
Congregation Temple Enanu'El

(God With Us) Opelousas

B*Nai Sholom (Children of Pesace) Bastro;
Congregation Chavi Sholom
(Lovers of Peace) Iberville

Young Men's and Young Women!s
Hebrew Association New Orleans

Zered Lodge No. 245, B'Nai
B'Rith Opelousas

First Agricultural Colony of
Russian Israelites in Americs

Adassah Lodge No. 208, B'Nai
B'Rith

Congregation Rodeph Cholom
(Seekers of Pesce) Lafayette

Congregation Agudath Achim

(Society of Brothers) Shreveport
Rebecca Lodge No. 240, B'Nai

B*Rith

)thniel Lodge No. 28 B'Nai
B'Rith
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Chronological table

Date Church Location

1887 Congregation Ahavas Sholom
(Love of Peace) New Orleans
Hebrew Relief Society of
Shreveport Shreveport
1890 Cemetery Ahavas Sholom (Love
of Peace) New Orleans

Congregation She! Erith Isresel
(Remnant of Israsl) Lecompte
Harmony Club Shreveport

1892 Congregation Temple Sinai St. Francisville

Iadies' Rachael Benevolent

Association New Orleans

Congregation Temple Sinail Leke Charles

Sisterhood of Touro Synagogue New Orleans
Somech Nophlim Association No.
1 (Uplifters of the Fallen) New Orleans
1896 Congregation Agudath Achim Anshe
Sfard (United Brothers of the
Sephardic Rite) New Orleans
1897 Cemetery Chevra Thilim (Society
of the Psalms) New Orleans
Congregation Schangary Tefilotta
(Gates of Prayer) New Iberia
Council of Jewish Women New Orleans
Council of Jewish Women Shreveport
Hebrow Mutual Aid Association Wew Orleans

Israelite Benevolent Association Providence

1899 Gracelend Cemetery Lake Charles
Julius Weis Home for Aged and
Infirm New Orleans

Leke Charles Hebrew Benevolent

Association Lake Charles

Ascension Lodge No. 543,

B!Nai B'Rith Doneldsonville
Calcasieu Lodge No. 506,
B'Nai B'Rith Lake Charles

Feliciana Lodge, B!'Nai
B'Rith St. Francisville

1901

1902

1903

1904

1905

1914
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Church

Plaquemine Jewish Ladies! Aid
Society
Temple Sinai Sisterhood

Cemetery Chessed Shel Emmeth
(Society for the Dead)

Provident Aid Society

Congregation Beth Israel
(House of Israel)

Isidore Newman School
Young Men's Hebrew Association

Congregation Agudath Achim
School (Society of Brothers)

Congregation Emenu'El (Cod
With Us)

Congregation Agudath Hakenhilloth
(United Cormunity)

New Orleans Hebrew School
New Orleans Zionist District

Cemetery B'Nai Israel (Sons of
Israel)

Jewish Charitable and BEduca-
tional Federation

Temple B'Nai Israel Jewish
Daily School (Sons of Israel)

n B'Nai Israsl Sister-
ldren of Israel)
Jacob Society

Congregation
hood (Ch
Daughters o

hi
£

Chevra Thilim Ladies Auxiliary
(Society of the Pselms)
Jewish Library of New Orleans

Communal Hebrew School
Congregation of the Jewish
Oriental Society

Clinton Louisiana Hebrew A
tion
New Orleans

Plaguemine
New Orleans

Shreveport

New Orleans

New Orleans

Vew Orleans

Monroe

Shreveport

New Orleans

New Orleans

New Orleans
Hew Orleans

New Orleans

Alexandria

Baton Roug
New Orleans

w Orleans
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Chronological table

Date Church Iocation

1919 Hebrew Fraternal Association New Orleans
The Hebrew Minyan of Newellton Newellton
1920 Congregation Beth El (House of
God) Bogalusa
Congregation Beth El Sisterhood
(House of God) Bogaluse
North Louisiana Zionist District Shreveport

New Orlesns Young Judean Council New Orleans
Congregation Beth Israel (Sister-

hood (House of Israel) New Orleans
Jewish Burial Rites Association New Orleans

1923

Congregation B!Nai Israel Sister-

hood (Children of Israel) Monroe
1925 Monarch Institute New Orleans
Organization Sisterhood of Con-

gregation Agudath Achim

Ainshe Sfard (United Brothers

of the Sephardic Rite) New Orleans

Mosean Fraternity New Orleans

New Orleans Junior Hadassah
(Queen Esther)
Touro Synagogue Brotherhood

New Orleans
New Orleans

1928 Congregation B'Nai Israel
Brotherhood (Children of
Israel)

Orthodox Jewish Center

Monroe
New Orleans

Shreveport

1930 Hebrew Institute

New Orleans

1932 Jewish Welfare Fund

Congregation Agudath Achim
Anshe Sfard Cemetery
Congregation Beth Israel Men's
Club (House of Israel)
Maccabee Alummi Organization

Temple Sinai Brotherhood

New Orleans

New Orleans
Wew Orleans
New Orleans

1937 Congregation Shaarai Tefilleh
Brotherhood (Gates of Prayer) New Orleans
Jewish Welfare Fund Baton Rouge

Dete

1938

1941

No Date
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Church
Chevra Thilim Men's Progressive
Club (Society of the Pselms)
Jewish Youth Organization
United Jewish Charities of
Northeast Louisiana

Centrel Council of Jewish Or-
ganization

Brotherhood of Anshe Sfard
Synagogue

Jewish Burial Society of Con-
gregations Agudath Achim
Anshe Sfard and Chevra
Thilim

Cemetery Bilkur Cholim (Visi
the Sick)

Congregation B'
Society

Congregation B!Nai Zion Sister-

Nai Zion Hadsssah

hood (Children of Zion)
Hebrew Rest Cemetery

Location

New Orleans
New Orleans

Monroe

New Orleans

New Orleans

New Orleans

Donaldsonville
Shreveport

Shreveport
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