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Of M. ADAM RANKINs

R AT

by T a mec'ing of the Transylvania Presbytery, at

" Mr. Haggin’s, October 7, 1789, sundry pa-
pers were prescured to tke Presbytery, containing
several charges against Mr. Adam Rankin ;onwhich
it was resolved, thata Committee ofthree members,
meet atSion church, on the third Monday in Novem-
ber, to prepare the way for trial.

L The Committee met according to appointment,

proceeded to do some of the business before them,
and adjourned to meet the second Thursday in next
December, and met achrding to adjournment. At
these meelings they received the following charges,
ViZ.

Whereas Mr. Rankin, debars from the table ofthe
Lord, all who acquiesce in Dr. Watts' preface;1tis gi-
ven ii1as a farther pal'tofthe charge, by Samuel Blair,
that AMir. Rankin said, the Doctor’s preface a.d
psalms were all one. Wiinesses, Robert Patterson,
Famcs M<Dowell, lames Trotler. | '

Mr. Rarnkin atfirmed the day, -certain questions
svere given him toanswer, ‘¢ That Mr. Rice is of the
opinion that Dr. Watts denies the eternal existence of
the Son of God.” The witnesses are as above.

" 39t Rankin said, ¢ That Mr. Samuel Shannon, is
y“errore »us principles, adangerousman, and

i3 wwould not come within the bounds of his

% Given in by Col. Patterson. Witness,

i€ el

< easy e vlairdeclaresin aletter, <“That Mr.,
B('U?f{-'il,- charges the body of Presbyterian divines,
with de and blawhemy,"” The said Blair u .der?
dags to su poort said charge by the wiines.es, lames
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¢ If‘nv 11, Robert Steel, Iosenh Walker, Tamcs

L .[Ii|"!’L‘ 1 ['(‘ "h\ 'k,f;W al ‘L Ux (lLl Ilci]ld l)l

1s bww it ag: m‘nt tire bnuv (J[-I)'(’“‘b}tbllalld{‘«lllesj
on account of mur using Dr. Wa

psalmody, and
Vas pur,,kdx d at \’Immt Sion, lhc first Sabbath he

Led tlicze, ai;::i his return from the general as-

dq;hcm;

A Cit L.

S(‘I.uiu\
I Samuel Blair, ¢ Do Cljzﬂrf;{: Mr. Rankin, with
pw.mu.' T Lo 111 m med om»clatlon from Hnnc

1n a dreauy, whic} a_f::?:" ined him not to use Dr
Watts® psalms and hymns”  Witness, Alexander
;\'Iaxx'.'c':l.

And with saying, “That the divine being had
raised him unasa 17 pfi—nm nt to overthrow lfc use

of Dr. Watrs’ psalinod y in the church, andthat he
sould live to see the d: iy, Lhat he hun:df would do
1"  ‘Witness, Robert “Steel:
- Also with sz aying, ““That every thin 1g of impor-
tance to him, was always beforehand lC\CdlLd to
11 % \H n ”:,, fohn Maxwell.

And when a dav was C““f“l‘ll\,h to choose elders,
!I:‘ Lhaud .(a[:m((ul to the choice, becauseithad not
45 yel been revealed to Ll m, that 1? was 1ecessary Lo
doit.t W xuzcs*;‘s, Robert Steel, Iames Trotter,
_bir, Parkin is charged b\ r"puu,- with calling
vatts’ psalms the rebels of the king otuea\cn_

FVitvesses, lames Trin ible, V.mmn W alLu Willi-

aim Scolt.

11 ere yere also certain questions written b

®  [oukin's own me’ and g 1* enin asa ha:(‘r .::-:
hi im. The mos t material le‘ as conldiuod
ar¢ as follow. | : _
When he was asked by wkat authorit
to_the ~*(:11-'". al Lassembly, and whom he
he answered, ¢ Tell meswas the inst '8
¢f Heaven, orefmen, andI willte” - .. TS
:Li_ji'-l'i:)” ! did these lI]le{."i‘-‘ .
14 ks ainsvicrs to others, I» - 1 solemnly

“Troter, L( Lert-Patter so, lohn Maxwell, Robert
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debar from the table of the Loy a4, all who acquiesce
an Dr. Watis’ i)I\,tu"C $ B =

““1 can make it appear that he (Dr. Watts) de-
nies Christ was the ete; nal Son of Cody that he holds
the precepts ot the Old and New Testament are COl=
trary,” _

<] profess myse!f a member of the Tr‘;lﬂuj lvania
Presbytery ; I do not ;um ‘.'.i_.'fz ail the members in
full conmunion so lo g as they continue to counter
nance Watts’ errors, :

By order of Im committee, " Rankin and all
othérs concerned in fh“ trial, were cited to attend the
next stated session of inr';‘u .---.'3-\ :- ry : ‘but instead U_f
obeying this citation, Mr. Ranl H.'_.': this country
and’ Jiever. returned until about the end of thic yeag
1791. :

Al a: presby tery, vxhich met at Cane-run chuoreh
f”l ]tfHHJI‘, 2{":, £792, 1N consequeice of cerlain
.‘lhiOIlrumcm that Ay, Rankin was retvined Lo this
((‘Elllrl\ I lL! ”1'17!7)._].:.'!1‘ l'lnri'}l"l'“z;I"' i_'i: 1 ;1.‘-‘ ('ﬁ.":.i.:';l.".'
ed to act op the same principles as before his devars
ture ;, he and 11 concerned | in f:?.‘s i'.".::;’, Wwere order-

ed to be c_ih,l.:1 lo atie nd the next pre by I by
The prc%b‘-.'t:;""-' met at Stoner-;nouth church, on

the 24th  of April, 1792, a;'ul was cautinued by ad
}ﬁd]la]t]l_.'_ir‘-:hl!'!] J‘ -_1‘-‘!h, Ir. Baalk .r';'.'\s Erial t}:i.’_(.f
on the 25th and m;!linuw] 1113 2 1?1. All persons

$
who had been, orvcre concerned in the tiial were
nresent, E‘.‘{Qt,‘PHElI’C‘(} witnesses '

ad.  The witnesses WEIe ¢ ;:‘1:1'-51!\_::_5, their depositi-
ous recorded and subsuribed LJ them, which are as

coviPatterson test '/?r*m % That at LMount Sion

v - * ! 1 .
, ”ISS) ,—‘,". Ihw Juflf} !} ii:_" el y Vil |f: )
?' ' alyd IJ!C'Q'C‘ Were .;!E:.‘E'L;E':.: Ly CLWOrus

. SO E TS ; e 3
P Mr Banl iz, ansyyered tile plelace

- i
set I ) ey & :
2CL Lo, . rasto coue after.” y
A »'f [ 7] N“’J 64
; I" iC38 rf't};'t"’:'- .
el e R R
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Robert Steel testifieth, *“ That Mr. Rankin, atSiog
meeting-house, soon after his return from the North-
ward in 3¢, charged Dr, Watts, with holding thae
there was a contrast* between the Old and New
Testament ; that he denied the eternal sonship of Je-
sus Christ, and that his favourites to the Northward
were of the same opinion.”

Josepl: WW ailker testifictl, “¢ That Mr. Rankin, at
Sion meeting-house soon afier his returpn from the
Northwaid, in the year 179 charged Dr. Watts
with howling that there svas a contrastbe'ween the
Old 2nd MNew “estament: that he denied the eternal
sonchin of lesus Christ, which he, the said Rankin,
lookel vion blasphemy and deism, and that Dr.
Watis fi ends to the Norhtward were ofthesame opis
N101. :

James Trotter and Robert PWallace tetified the a-
bove, and the former that it was said publicly.

Roberi Steel testifieth, ¢ That Mr. Rankin said
the divine being hadraised him up as an instrument
to overthrow tie use of Dr. Watts” psalmody in the
church, and that he would live to see the day that
ke himself would do it.”’

Robert Patterson testifieth, «« That Mr. Rankir
appointed a day for choosing elders, and when the
day came, Mr. Rankin refused to proceéd in the b
siness of the day, because, hesaid, the expediency of
it,-had notas }'cE been revealed to him, or words to that
ameunt. : LT

Jokn Mazwell testifieth, ¢¢ That Mr. Rankin after
his return froma prC;})}-‘tel'y in the old settlement,

where hewas called upou to answer to a.chargc ex]
bited against him; he asked Br. Rankin how

1; [')l

ters went, Mr. ankin answered very wei o
q - ST . - AveTrvy \"-

}‘tc ]iil(}w befm‘e lie wc*nt‘m-d}f 2 f{jl fi\tlj:'j \C?lt‘"(l

- . . el § B 1 LT

amportance to him, was always betorehars

2

to him.’
James Trotter !estfﬁwt.’:,-
B : . Visren
f:omlecl a day for choosing elders,

i : 24 oo at
® e, Rankin by ceatrait, proscficdly mes

when “the dﬂﬂ
COUIUALICII0B.

¢« That _!1{{". Ba nkin apa"
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came, hedeclined proceeding in the businassof tfis
day, and among otherreasons forso doing, save one
that it had not yet been revealed to him, that it was
necessary ; and one other reason, that where the
session was large, itgcnemllys]e_wim}'e:d the inftuence
of the head of the session, orwords to that amonnt,

Witliam Galloway, Richard Steel and David I.o-

an, testify, *Thatthey do not recollect that they
Enew ofany person, Leing offended atany thing Mr,
fiankin said on the day appointed for choosing elie s,
nor do they remember that Mr. Bankin said, any
thing from which it could be infered that he was di
rected in any part of his conduct, by extraordinary
revelation. ° '

“James Trimble testifieth, **That Alr. Rank'n
said, to the northward, at the Lord’s table. he savw
it spread from the one end to the other (he thinks
the expression was, but not certain) witl the rebels
of the word of God.”

William Scott deponent saith, he understood
the expression to be ¢* The rivals of the word of Godl,

David Logan and William Ranlkin deponents,
sdy, that they understood the expression to be, ¢ ri-
vals of the word of God.”

Mr. Rankirz - was allowed fullliberty to introduce
what witne.ssés‘ In? thought necessary, and toanswer
“r. and defend himself. .

t's ncknowledged at least, the greater part of the

st ony ofthe witnesses, which respects and proves

o “rownoutagainst Dr. Watts’ psalmody,

. it L.

vy, t=ul of manitesting his sorrow, for his un-
ires of his brethren, which censures
tall the ministers and christians orn

Bdr ... ver denomination, he endeavoured
toenlL . - bate about the propriety of singing
I atts 1 hymns, which he knew were genc-
rally ap 11 practised by the higher jn:lir.';f:_-.n'r:c

pleUELETT o) - of which, therclore, ths prosoy-

-
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tm'v ﬁF 1.”1'1:\%'11111 had no business to uuT c¢. Tha
wse of this psé lmody, he mizht have protes Ir‘uu;_;“u et
and left l:‘ o rhl rch “}mn m‘n?ll’l} f"t"” ed ()f
an | P:...l'( sed 1t: but whilc ue ffmtmu a member
0 ‘thatchurch, ],,-, could nol cousistently expec E, that

tiie pres! '."‘:‘-: would condemna PI;‘.C[[L.L‘, ‘n.u(“ had

the . public - and avowed approbation of the ‘main
P body to which they belonge 'I Tilf‘p resbytery could:
' not have B -:ift- d g'fr fiankin, witiiout condemning
! the main body as guilty of making the &FIL\J[HI'(,:C()H"
tradict themselves, and of deism. and bl aai)ht my

which viould have been as great an absurdily ‘as for
an infeior civil court to censure, and condemnn the
procecdinzs of the ﬁt:pu me court. This kind of de-
fence, t.-'--_vn, the Flf‘} ery could not admit. When
M. 1. ankinwas c Ju,Lw in this, or in things loreign
to his inc;rrn defence, or in atte mpis'to lead the pres<
bytery wrong, he u)mplal ried- that he could not get
@ hrearivg in his own defence; -to which it was an-
s\vered, that if he would speak to the point in
hard, be should have full pliu'l'.-;r;c to dcﬁ nd him<
self; which ar‘('ordir;_‘l}' Le hw, nd spoke a c01151-
derable part of Mf‘)(ﬁ“".

With respect to his pretensions to divine revelati
on, which was pros es against him ; he acknowledg-.
éd he told acertain dream ordre "mn;, bulattemp[(.u[
to exeplain them aw 2y, as Rxffmf}m" no more than’
certain inward e xercises of the children of God; and
' expressed his sorrow for doing so asa thing ’urrhl‘, 1N~
]:‘!tlpt[ But ac \c"ﬁmtTMa p: 2t of Mr«Rice's testing-

ny since taken, which says, that Mr. Ba rﬂq.z 2
formed him, ¢ That it was made known to Li4 L 4
dream, that he must mkoxm Mr, Rice, thas '_ e
. '“‘cl‘d by his dreams.” There could be no greak
r 6l ucul} OT COl11515 ucm‘} in this confession ‘FHlE‘%S he
' Jeant to confess that his d] am had desudéd, him,
Ile ftrequently denicd that e m: ade an7! mmmmns
1 to divine revelation, and said, “buu;nlcctl()ld of
expression I liave not been -acqr -aintst] nltll that fus

twre things werg revealed to 111:;
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Aﬂel‘Tm ITnm denying tha: he nmcle anv "LI.U']‘CL::
¥d divinerevelation, and denying the te stimrony of
? 1e witnesses proving suc h preiensions ; li(,ldlllh‘ to &
pl 1se: upon which Mr, Crawiord iose r.mll 51)0;\(..‘ Lo
this etfect; ‘I find invse lh-m. in very pel uliar circuni-
stances, 'ma] am bound in duty and conscience, as a
nwmbc of PiQ‘»lHI‘CI\., and ninister of the "nwpr* o
, that Vfr. Rarikin is declaringa posilive falschood,

-

\%Iur h I know to be siich, and of which he ]mnapit '

must be canscidus: and 1! the Presbytery.c huse it,

i will explain inyself. - Mr. Rankin objec. ol to Mr.,
C iawfmé S bcmfr admifted as a witness ; perhaps be=
eause he had Imt been previcusly r'i:;-d, or pecalse
a member of presbytery: (o nlm h it wasreplied tha#
4 witness had been admitted under the samie circuni-
gtances, in favour, of Mr. Hmz!un, and at niu'cma',ii.‘.
The Presbytery then voted that Mr. C mu ford sinuid
be w&oru, which was done; and hisd eposilion 1s us
'fol iy e s
fam f("‘r ord a'c’pmzr*m‘ mf!f’zl, That l e Invied
MMr Hamﬁmr) assist him in ’l(]]]]li‘lnt‘ft‘l“ the sacra
gentof the Lord’s supper; that onthe F uf!n} b efnw
the sacrament, Mr. Rankin gave kiin to know, that
he could not come to the s‘urament if Dr. '\m'l"c,
pcnlms and hymns were uséd, ]w (‘m'[(l not }0'11 n
€omMmunion. i .Seud deponent saith, that he rét turned
for anSwer, that it was. the mind of the sessi-
on : that the request could not be complied. with ;
and aceordingly Mr. Rankin did not attend the sacra~

fent... Bficony ers*tmn somne time after, in Lexing-,

ton, saui depoalemc'l that Adr. - Rankin tG & him:
thcﬂhavm" pray ed for rTu sction, -itwas made known
ko hiin a dream (the interpretation ofwhich was
made krfown to him with the fullest eorisinty when kg
awoke) that he should not attend ¢ sacramentof
thesupper -thathesawin bisd:ean, te sacramentof
the Lord’s ﬂlppar admini rered b+ said (.!('P ynet, an:l

‘the great o whole depeidence was lail on Waits’

o ! I et M p e s e e G SR S e i s
ljb:"liﬂf‘;' Ih_ih y m:t,th.';.“-lr;-l.llh.__- WeIg jocouceda i the ye-
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presentation ofil.e psaiwis; tLatin all matters ofcone
scquence, bie vias underan exirzcidir
fion 5 hat in consequence ofsuchcireciion Le move
cd 1o and scttied in this country. The devonont
suith, hietsnotto be understood, as afﬁru.lng the abuva
15 literaity in the words of M. Senking bt
words fully communicated the sap, ¢
above. Said deponent farilier saith. that Mr. Licalin
gave him to know that the use of Ur, Watts” psalims
vwould be laid asidein the churchs the knowledye of
this, ke obt2ired in the same exiraordinary way as
above : Lhat being asl.ad by the deponent, when ‘Lhis
should come 1o 1ass, he would rot fix the el

Bir. Bankin, again denied that lie had by any means
told Mr. Crawford, that he had madesuchpreici g i o
to divine revelation, as Mr. Crawi ford’s oatl: declares
be did. Alr. Rankin aano'ﬂlcdged Lis sorrow that
he told hisdiezms, and his religious exercises ; but
rot that he (old them as divine revelation. Had
tl ere been no pretensions to divine rcvelation, theére
vwould have beenno cause ofsorrow ; he that hatha
d:eain, may tell adream withoutsin (Jer. 25. 28.) but
i he pretends to divine revelation, when it is iy
a dream, heischargeable with causing tiac.people of
Cod to forget his name by his dreams. (v. 7:¥
e wascharged w itl-pretending to divine revelation
in hisdreams, and thaf by thiem he wasdirectedin aid
JFiatters ofimperiance, in which he was at a loss tor
d now hisduty : this he ¢id not colifess; “and for this
Ee professed nOSOIToW.

L'I'he Presbytery,.at a
since Bir, Ranlkin prbl
expedient to req
subject of ALy, £
15 as follows : :

I David Rice do testify,
J'n's on acertain occasion

ters of imﬁa

I'V Givine dijec-

at jilS
ideas with the

séssion occasionally . called,
ished his defence, tf" gl it
tiest Mr; Rice’s tesitimony’ {ipunthp
\ankin's dreamns w hich he gave, and
3 o
That when at AMr, Ran~
» hie told me, thatin all mate
ortance in which he was ata loss to knovw

hisduty, ¢ vwas dirceted in his dieams 5 thatin such

T T S

e s e

-
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&1*&5710 ﬂr:h" ! o 1?](‘ \]I‘}._flr’\, rnr T "Ntmn 1n ["-cg
way ; thatafer prayer he dreamed, and was direct »d
in IH_\ (ire.{:‘:lq, as to the matter of liis reauests
that as he wasa weak muan, Goil condesceida] B
give him iastruction in this w. dy. wie inform ai a
m(_‘u. several instances ofhis bol ing thus directer, viz. -
T hata certain debate, which h ippened in Prehy 1g.'".'_..

h 1 been male er..u to him beforhaad ; that once

i the old settlement, finding himse! ." ataloss o
]\I nwuhetllm he mrg.it (@) :»ul'1 Viatls' p=d atims or
h, mns, he prayed fordirection in that matter, a:.4d |
had his duty made known to himica dream s thatte :'
thesame way he was informed, that a certain caridie
dilefer the gospel ministry, o 1gih not Lo pracee:lin his
trials ; of whic h candidate, Le I. d the evening befi. s
hisdream, e xpre »wl hisvery good or wmmi ’lmf _;H‘ 17
desire that 111 shiould proc (*Cd he told ine also‘lik
he was directed in a rln,:l m to t.ifnri'i me, that Lie was
thus directel in hisdr.ams*. I was <e: 1\1’)13 af - 2o
by :fli-.fllf’w“"1*5(1.:‘ aund warned Ar Hankin of tlia
danserous co: -2 juencesy thatl apprehended he was
o1 dangerons grouad, 5::!}4{\? to beled iuto great er |
YOrSs ai H "stns (;u whitch HU"».L.I, he knew thag {
those who had never experientced it, could form ao ]
]":l ament aboutit. 1 then desisted from warning
him of the da 1ger he s m but expressed my great
di 2pBro! mtmn of men's rel un.5 on their dreams for (1]
duu,uon in matters res mum 7 st and dut ¥a Tn""'.a ! f
we pdm,r] he 1c-lum~.¢er£ me, ih ‘ee or four times that ' f,
1 would nofdivul. gewhat he had told me. Assoor 1aslie i
Illl"]t.l]ll)lf‘ijllf_q[ 1t structk my mind, that Laight pro- {[ $\
;_j,;‘})h‘S{,e the day, when'it would be my du: ty t0 make |

3 T, 5 )ct,fm ].IW’IS €mr1nutfm[c*1 to mie in the i
€Ol udcnt"r' of friends [alp 1-resolved to keep tlie so- |-
cret, until I should think myself called in duty to di- B!
vulge it, To meit did not appear that we should 1
fong hold communion, and act Iurum.um:,h to~ }

gether, hlu!c we had such different rules ofdlrmuun

| as the sacred scriptures, and nightvisions, .
* Will the rCﬂLI{.I‘ r I refeto eom IJ|I( thIS W llfl B ;.u. 1 26, S." of
‘ dowRWEIrGs ol fur. Lanken's yingivation |
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l”f‘ Bonlin tnthe ch arge of { divine revelation, I'lfi
"’gcurht L, alga.ul that instead of one clor ge, i
guwounted to several (asmay be likewise scen in his
pubhcalmn) that there was butone witness toguppmn
irmwt of these ¢ hargCa. '

The state ofthe case s this, which thc Prﬂmxtc *
'Ltul before Bir' Rankin, in the time of his tria! 10
}hs (,la m, and the ground of claim to divine feycls-
vion," he told to dnﬁueurpuaonc at different

sonetimes :l\\ds a ernl again l)\ sayingitw.
ves led, or thiings were re: mlcr to him. ' Thesc tha.zs
avere told A5 4 sec el m"'mall\ , 10soine cases sec: t:‘_)
reauested by him. Ulum‘mc one ‘witness mosily
;n;ght L €Xx Ier‘tul 1ot \\stuma'uhn'n it 1s DUt one
i"har-f{“,"kiz “of p;uf:mlnw to dl‘»m(.:e elation, and
fevelal \\1 nesses to support it, with tl 1e5¢ additiona

cireumstanc esto ﬂrdm credir to l]lcn lestimn ony Ihd,
it was-told thcm al c{hfewnt times, and difILI‘Ellt st b
jectc of this rev elation related b him. "

That pzlrtofthc charges i in which Mr. Rice’s S name
3;} menuoncd {11)1)63103 not'to be “hat should have

een given in 1o the committe¢: Ar' Randin, and
the witnesses sald, what was dtﬂlﬂn(’(l and whag
the witnesses were to prove, 'was, “Timt Mr Rice
denied the eternalevstuwe ofthe bon ofGod.” ' This,
which was a® much heavior charge Lhan L'le oiher
“r[r han!.m aanowlcdoeu. ' ‘

" The' person \ who br mwht the rharﬁe of slanderingz
Mr. Shannon! “failed Lhrough negl Pci (asit f)l)eclu,i

before Prmb} tery) to get mote witnesses than one, and

Ihe testimony "of thdr witness ¢ould not be keard. (78

" The other’ Lharncsue}eﬂlll) proved, thmwlrw;r :
art was denied bn Mr Rankin s »mp“u was a(fxnom-
fedﬂed ‘which’ rcupr‘cts his ¢ensures of ! hose n}m csg
D1 Vtht) R's.’ll rmd anc lthe’ Presbyiery was o! )hgcd
to; udwo, ‘and det Clnunc thc trlﬂ 'avamlnun fn L[t-, [eSa
l‘:mmm of the ‘witnesses,’ not o. I) ﬁom reason and
cripture, but by thcfnrm of T)IO((‘SblIl ‘.e]ud catrLres
% Qh'-i dbLlIde w lldl. ds il aj )Pi csm uua umancu I'i
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aSEJ“nWS ¢ e TR o v ter when Leas rmm*‘"\v.]‘ nok 1
confess; but denies ithe facis al! ml:ﬂ against him3 -
HUIJ Ile'Tll'l‘T the witnesses the -’,.d'*” sapnpear iln---x— b

@)

fant aad nPn suppo .f“l. the Prasl 1\;( 3 u. sLnever-

theless censure lm 13 and sus spen :(-I deposc !;i::;. ac-

Cmdu‘x to the nature of the off; enee.

1 The l’lmhwmx haw 1:.:'J heard the witnes sses, an t[ |
Mr. Bankin's flt,ﬂ,r-: ¢, drew up a summay ob vl

was proved against him, andjudged him ceusura b, '; '
.- mhich is Coutdmcd in the follov: | ing extract oi ilim :
munutes, = ' l’
“*Whereasit has been proved before thisPresbyte Iy
Ehat thc fae'v Ada-n flan vire Jras dee! il ared and said that |
| he 1 1S Ihe Sthcr ot extr 101 H"'ﬂ'y x.l;;..._.‘r e '-l[l(]’i |
HIdT]'EhH‘? taken tlaecam- {l‘s’lulii ctor in part, in Lhe
(]I".rhdr‘”f} ofhis minis !c:m function, and in all matter
oflmwmtauw‘ and has been the means of prevent ang
1111 ) ho n)m.um 1n communica with these who were
1u the nseof .Dl. YWatts’ pan’mq and that he calls Dr.
W Warts le:lhns. the rivals of the word of God. anc dsave
) himselt "hg "doeg got join withs ome of the mem-
bers of this I'leabx tery in ‘com:; Hmml‘ ,*s0 long as they
countenance Dr." Watts' orrors, with o ther d« ‘r‘!anrh
ons, an(] thlﬂ"r]}ro'.f‘“, ufhm like nature 1%1“}:(”*
' fromu the (‘m‘(m{m ns take:! 1.1 therof: ‘fore the Preshy tery
yduoe gajd M. Rangin, gensurahle.” Tn Murh tb
|’ A g s iy;;lr':der[ (which 1s als 0])10' ¢d by thewitnesses, |
' ilfj-’f more than acknow! edged in Ris vindicatio .1‘. that -
he charged the body nfl’rcﬂv\, t: -:1.‘11( livines, wit! h de- |
' ism and'bl 1&-“”‘1"' R }
The Pte Sb\ tery h: av 11‘ 3 T””i;fnr as avove, calied ln /t
Il M Hm" \in, wa(,\r*(‘m .,ir,p theth’ i gs proved against
| - ]um : i‘f‘ mmgml andsaid, “; "I'E"‘““ o God, .-"‘.'."t“
and men, that. 1} protest against “the proceeding of
Pres [‘nC'LV-. illd 1\1!1 !w np ff‘-lr' or a member ()i the
Tl-m%}l\ ania Presbyt ey » andg tinmediate iv wenft ont.
The Preshytory her wholly suspeuded
e

! : : j I’t llkl'..\.
from the cxercise of tfm it inis
:{wn XL sl u,d S€S§ ,wz'

o A

e

J.IP J.J‘."-.,. .HZ
tial function, untd
s <l
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They suspendel him until the nex? stared Preshys
fery, that he mishthave time > coolly toconsider it
t(-m.a".! recall the dec laration hc had made, if_ha
gh )uu; be so disposed. :

rd 1“"*-0‘ gty which mer at Rode rn church,
OC ober 2, 1792, and was continveld bs adjoul .
cawved, thar M. Adam Ran’ -'n,agreeable to theder!1-
ration hehad made on the davofh's susvensicn L-..';l
E s<tuallyscparated him<elf from the Transylvania! " esw
£ L b*“‘“n and from the church, of which he was form -

|. .“['L' d nien: h(‘l, 3'1"] Wwas F")r['nlnr? ccplrarf‘ Q(‘)(‘]_(‘* ;‘-\;
i thev, therefore. not merelv for the things prove i
ezainst him, athis trial, but for these, hiis crlmma ical
}-100"(’(] nmclrrnac\] hun Thesentenceis as follows:

“Whereas 87r. Adam Rankin was mrspeudel ihe
.L:St Su;‘ul C(ESH‘)!I J*" "rechn terv, an(] j“n pTEchl!t 5€5=

.81011 unarime 1“<1} anpproves of said jndgm elu, and
2'r. Rankin, since his snspensinn, has not been ~ub-

Ject to his brethren in the Tord; but has prmr} el as
| ﬁt’f]l‘eu?w sing 0, a5 bofore I Lacwcpﬁmmn has been
| f‘.' ring a number of congregations, and alminisier-
‘he sealing ordinances of the lr’\qr‘f‘f repeatedly,
(I hav mrrbuf;' cient reason to believe ‘hat heis de or=

hu! ed to goon 10 the same c uise, this Pr‘:no,le, Vs

.o unanimeusly declare. that said Alam Renlin ha 8
|“ noright to exercise any of the - 11=t1t'~5 of th Cj ministeriv
[ .alf'f!m tion, at any nme nor in any pl e, audthat
| as he was setapart to. the office ofa gospel minister,
i .and the liecha rge of the daties of the same, by lhc
L ' ,ofticers of the l’leqbg terian church; so by ithe same
| . athority (being utml now a minister am] member of:

( v tn is Pr eql)} tery, under suspansion) the sajc “flice i9

| - taken from him, and he forbid to discharge aiy’ ofhe

. dutiesofthe same, and itis hg,m?n dfmo and declar-

| ed m bedone, by thatauthority w hich Christ thehead
| b.th given his churchand his (‘(‘n:_;lef‘rl'].{‘llb, or pas-

; ﬁouﬂ (‘h arge is declcared vacant,

énorder vas made that lu.; aLo’ucscrm”CuLc puby

!‘“‘n’%l'r*'h .irc, Gth. anthentic informa‘ion was ree

.
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Uhed in the cengrezations, wider the cere of this

lzmbx tery.
Mr. Crawford, accordin o to order, transmiiiod a
eopy of Vr. Ranhkin’s ~1H~Innmm to him in die bind

[ aud Mr. Ri ice, s seuthim a copy ot his bei .1"c!r4 YO Z.

-

H:r.u,lg given this fLJHIL‘L" 1 llous naraits -.::' Wi

-I.’qn,ﬁu, : Hlu] Wwe \\UL(A; l.I.U\.,-L\l lw Mc .Lx ‘.h Y lb.

$iarks ga the same.
R EM A R K S

THOUGH there was mnch said ip the course of
Mr.Rankin’s trial about Ds. Watts, an hiis imiiziion
of the psalms ; it was not because he I}ihli:]i{ ditfer-
ently from his brethren on thiis subject, that he was
tried and censured, It is herc by declared that his
particular sentiments merely in the use of psalinody,
viere never considered asany ground of censure, or

s:cficient cause of alienation of affection : he was cen-
f.mcd for unchiistian and uncharitable refl. ctious on.
kis brethren, for their use of Dr. Watts’ psalms aad
bymns, his charging them on this account, with de
win, blasphemy, «c. and that after he h: s greed
with some Uftllcrn ko exercise mutual forbearance

Those whosprmchon Tary reports, ¢al 1nmpru-.lu<
i ::Luﬂ[P evidence for 1t,, and thu‘lc who believe Lt de
it on tile most unwarrantable foundation.

Mr. Rankin by profession, and part of his pracd
tice, acknowleged himselfto be a minister and men
ber ofthc Presl::}lﬂn mn church, and of lmns}'lvan?a'
Piesby Lery, unhl his trial. . Ry this church he was li-
ccnsuf “preach thcrmi;el, and ordained a ; mrnsiu :

and piolessed himselfa member of the Transylvauia
Plesb} tery, given under his own han: . as a
ninister Df-t]m ¢hurch he acted in this country: on
the morning before his trial he took his seat in P reshy
tery: his de&l ring, afler he knew the opinion of
Presbytery, that he would be 7o longer a mf‘ml}m
evidently unpuml tlm same thing.  Dut notyviths
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gtaning this, hehd for soitie time before Been unde#~
,.tllli:l(lll!b L Clidi ec: {:l'Sli-i i S brethren, (:iu‘a:z;ing them
Witk greac  eriors in dectzine, and throwing heavy !
censuics upon them, sonielires 1n private conversa- {

s S T T TRty ) o

tion, at oliers, in the iost lnsinuating manner in
public; and thus nuder the mask of {riendship, a:t-
11g che part ofan e my. Ifhebelieved auy ofhis bre-
tiren, to be fundamentally erronions, and could not
otherwise reclaun thein, it..as his duty 1o enfer pro-
cess against them and o gonduct it acrecable to the
word of God, ai d 'he Vireclory of surcliurch, ] liis,
he was bound o do, baik as chrisiian and a mitiis- §
ter of the gospel ; nehended the main body
of the ecclesiasti lickture to beso corrupt, asto’ |
reclude all probabisty of a fair and impartial trial, L
ie ought noionger o have proiéssed himselfa mem-
ber, or minister of ous ¢harch, bt peaceably to havd
withdrawn. . Ifaiter hLis suspension, hé thought the
Presbytery had proceeded irregularly, or judged.
wrong, he should 111;:'\'0 appealed to the Synod. . This
became necessary, in order to preservé consistency j
siice he was a professed member of Présbytery, va-
t they judgc-,l-ili[11 worthy of censure. . It he knew
the Synod of Virgiuia to be so partial, as ‘to preciude
all hope of jus' e, why profess any ¢onnexion vwiith
‘ -_ that body ? If he, beforetiand, saw the .whole body
! to be so corrupt, he must beférehand, have been del
termined not to centinue in communion: why thes
profess to be a mémber? Was if not that Presby tery
, might be oblized to do, what he was determined at
". any rateshould be done 5 that he might have an op-
(/ | pertunity to complain of the hardship, in arder to
/ ‘ siove compassia: > Thiswe think is impliedin what
1 he says page53 of his defences ““All' things were
% g own upe for @ evjaauon, and Presbytery helped
\ to such () sireahle steps as made all things evident to
the sensible and conscientious.” It may li!\'m\i_;e‘,
e apprehend, Lo inferred from page 69. 15 hrz‘?

Or it lie 41D
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defence he could not, consistent with the characted
ofan honest conscientious man, have continued a
member of Presbytery, or Synod ; but was' in duty
bound to seperate : this he saw, and this he virtual-
ly acknowledges.  For what purpose then, we say,

-

, did he declare himselfa member ? why blame Pres-

bytery for putting him in a situation, -which he was
obliged to be in, by his own principles 2 why-blame
Presbytery for excluding him from communion,
when he could hot continue in communion witl
them without sin? : S PR
When Mr. : Rankin first became a preacher, he
knew very .well, that his brethren, alinost:without
exception, approved of the use of Watts® psalms and
hymns ‘in divine praise; «which is the great and
fundamental error,-as it inakes the : scripture clash
with itself. . He informsus page 69 of his defence,
¢¢ That since he entered on the ministery he had not,
to ‘his knowledge, iad¢ a-single .ghange "in any:
point of principle-” . Ifwewerethe sime; and hewas
the same, how strange that he should form any con-
nexion with- us! he must have believed ¢then as he
does now, :that his brethren .were guilty of gross and
fundamental errors: was he not therefore extremely
to blame to énter the go'spel ministry in a church so
x‘erj‘corruf;t?, would 1t not then if knrown; and does
it not row carry the.face of greatdecephon? he cer-
tainly knew that they must renounce their ‘princi-
]E)IES, or he his orelse.the'connexion lnnstlbrfrak,'
and a separation ingvitably take place. ©: If he had
changed Li-; opinion  (which he says he had riot) and
concluded that to be wron]g; which he had before
thought right, ‘or<'that to be a fundamental error,
‘W]liC?l he had before esteemed less essential ; so that
hecould not in conscience have continued in comn-
munion,- he ought to have protested against their cr-

O : :
rors, and withdrawn from all connexion with them.

Before his trial, he was fullyacquainted with the senti-.

geatsofthe Synod of New-York.and Philadelphia, and
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afthe General Assembly, as well as the rules rm condigd
towhich the Y intended to llrlhctc, it apr)m sfiom i
ny things in his public aiion, that his desigzn Wes

not to continue in tu"l't'xl(m, yet [or scine vr. Of

other, he would (1('] nowledse himself a member of

Transylvania Presbytery, lmn gl lie intended to go
out, hew tmhl not go, u lu was driven ol
Those who joined “1}- Lf,m.m in his state of se-
pugmem formed themselves into a judicature which
[fn‘, called E/fc House.
qm;c.l Mr. Rankin,dsnot censurablein an - part of
]11‘4 couduct ; and therefore, «uhr-.t 11[Jflr uT\, , COn-
emnued the proceedings of Presby i 1y, without even
h('.':n'ff thert in their own d Lh,.‘ ¢, " Thus they as-
bur'm(l!lw prerogative of Synod, or rather acted as
absolute independents Ili\,» stand detaiched,
Mr. /‘H.’H/’H“\Plt‘wt‘b it page 69ih, notonly hOm c..I

This "mm:mrl'- ;L' and ac- .

communion, but from -all commuication wiily .

any society. = They placed a man at. their head
as their téacher who had no right to preach
the gospel, mnot administer it5  ordinances
b(,mm" suspended, and afterwards deposed, by lhb
disciplinary sc .ll(‘ 1ce of the same church which Frst
licens sed, anderdained him. He assumed the ofiice
ofa g0osne lmmmol without lnc ()I'LICL or JI pnit -
ment of any church on earth ,except Lhchou% \xhl(ﬂ
reju Jum[ and utilll ted him. Those who encouraz
and ; join fitm, do virtually say, either that am man.
may assuine the nmucu,udl nﬂ ice v hen’ e pleases,

kL |

or that theright of jydging oftheir quahfcdtmm dhd_

of lu.mwmrf, and o.wmmg ministers, is in them-

sclves, they must claime¢ ‘thiis right, or owif’ tf]u are

AT ll\("l(](ll\- scelety dmltlmt the 01(!111(.11(‘0% of the,

gospel are administered alnong them I)} ore who has.
110 Il\fllt [o (Il‘«l)f‘il‘\ them. -
Several expressions in the (]mtgu, brought against"
Nr. Rankin, andin the depositions, by w lu(h these
charges are. proved, may aj 11*-(“11 qomulmlq obscure,

ululu,uzl or 1[11}\01!111(‘1|t Had he only pl]bll"]lcd

a parralive of lu< n.hl 1t nushtimw bf‘cnsuspegtetf
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that the Prcs.?};'tm‘}' made more of these cxprv:;:imm

than thiey v.ould naturally bear, discovered a fosid- |
pess to find him guilty,and treated him w ithunmertted
severity. Butin his publicalion lic has abundantly
jusliii(rd the sense in which thie; undersiood hist

and shewn that in his uncharitable censures, hetooi. |
| thesame tract, and went all the lenaih, they jndged
M he had done. He has there ter the world know ‘

i

e ——

. -~ 9 B . |
that by his doubtful expressions he really did mean, -
yhat the Presbytery not merely sus sected, but hzeow hig .'
meant. See Pages 15, 23, 25, 2, 27, 34, 96.&¢,

. |

Koo p it ey ey s -
y "~(::\€.i;_1\"lll'1 Ol s¥il's

We would now make a {fcw o
Rankin’s vindicaiion.,

We do uot mean lo answer this production, bt i
only to pointout a [ew things which may enable a- '

o . <
; A : * - Bl
ny sensible and impartial reader to answer and coi- N
- - r 1 y - Pl 3 1 X - 4
fute it. A fulland formal refutation, would "be axn
1.lIl!J’II.‘>Llu.:.be waste ol LLitic, I}uut LO [!!L' WILeCl c.I.ll\_l
-aae]ar
IGdict«

© B°'S ERVATIONS
1. WE observe, in this publication, many filse
i n‘;)rescnm!im:s, and false assertions, withregard to
| 4 matters of fact. We shall only mentiona few 1stanc-
es, as aspecimen ; and leave -the reader lo judec,
whether they are wilful, or the cifect oi suspicion
and jcal()nsjf. '
In his dedication to the Associate Svnod, he savs,
¢ ] presentygu with the cventof a sere and tadious
trial, I have endured in defence of priniciples you have
much recommended.”  Here he'is mistaken, unless
the -Ass-ﬂ?;fﬂle-' Synod, have priagiples leading theit
to repsoadh, in an nnclivistiatt mannery those who
differ frém thein in religious (;pit:inn-;, and practice,

BT TS T SR i >

not essential to carishiantty ;. or Lo bhelieve that A
Lankin is the subject of divine revelation, and at-
: Ve i ; - .
reotted by ir, in all mattors ob consequence, 10

e

which he was at aloss; hrcause ¢n thesg accowins
1 L] 0
he endured thetnal, o
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In Page 5, and 6, He says, ‘¢ They (mcaning t'nf.-i
Présbytery) finding a rumour among the people, ap~
pPointed a commitlee to meet at Lexington, in Nov.
1789, to take in the complaints of the people, and
form them into Chargcs.”. . This committee was not
appointed in consequence of a rumour, butof svn-
dry papers - containing a ‘charge, or charges against
Mr. ‘Rankin, . They were not appointed to forn the
complaints into charges, neither chd they do it ; but
to prepare the way for trizl. It should be noted here,
that Mr.  Rankin tully concurredin the appointment
of the committee. G g
< ‘In what he calls the »d charge, page 7, he says,
¢¢ here thedccuser knowing it to be a lie, sagacious-

ly concealed his name, andthe witnesses suminoned;

refused te urove the charge, and : the slander fell
on :the committeer”* The narrative shews that the
slander f=llon M~ Rankin, and that the accuser was
under no temptation to teli a known lie, unless he
designed to favour ihe accused. - . =

In hisdefence against the charge ofslandering Mr.
Shannon, «he ' says, - ¢<:The committee . is censur-
able forreceiving anaccusation at the mouthgof one

witness," referingio 1 Tim. 5; 19, Notto Teceive an:

accusalion, (in:the sense of the apostle, must mean,

310t to believe it upon the testimony of a single wit-

Jiess, 5o’ as tojﬁdge and censure the Elder while he
pleads innocent..., This passage of scripture is there-
fore by mo means applicable. to the case of the com-
mittee, because they heard no testimonies, passed
no judgment,  or censure, on Mr. Bankin, on ac-

count of any accusation, and consequently no foun--

dation tosay they were censurable, i
In{»age 40 he says,¢¢ They (meaning some of the
members of . the -general assembly) published the

: Planwhilc Iwas in Philnt[clpllia, and sent it in alet-

ter, by a gentleman in Lexington, to Mr. Bice.”” Mr.
Rice denies thatever he received such letter from any
person or persons, in Philadelphia, or any other parg

. i i iy
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ot the world—Again, page sz, *‘letterscame (meaning
from the 501191‘ur;155a1|11111)', or some of its members)
lo Transylvania Presbytery to bring about tiie prea
gess, which was excculed.” This isabsolutely fals 2, ' I
We never received any such letters ficm the generil i
assembly, nor heard of them by any otler mean s,
. than Mr. Rankin'spublication. :
Mr. Rice received a letter frem a member of the
Synod of Virginia, blaming the Piesbylery for nu-
lect of disciplinein suffering M. fankin to go on as ’
5];1(3 did; but it was not an othgcial letter, it was not r
communicated to Presbytery ;5 and if it-had, it w.is
too late to have hadany iufluence on his trial.

Page 40 hesays, ¢¢ Mr. Crawtord f~}la.1fer with great
venom, &c.” My, Crawford did not speak with th e
appearance ofanger or matice ; dic not say he coul:d
prove Mr. Rankin gszi!iy of falschoad, and that bk 2

-svould not enjoy communionwiih Iim tili he wonld
acknowledge himself guilty of lying. = (Sexthe narra -
tive, page 3.) ** Upon this Linformed Presbyter:r
Mr. Crawford should be swarn tatell all he knew o €
me.” Ths is so far from betnga true representation,,
that Mr. Rankin uterly refused, and debated witlh

11 Presbytery ypon it fora consideravie time. This evi-.
' dently appears from his ovwn 'words page 4sth, wherd

he says, ¢ Mr. Crawford was received by Presbyrery |

. to be (and that by avaote of the mafority) aa accusar,
5

=
b
-
:
[

'1 anda witnéssto his own acctisa ian. © Had Mr. Bah -
|l - &ir>been agreed that Mr. Crawfard should beadmit -
_FJ, “ted as awitness, threreweuld have been no necessityr
i of determining it by vote.’ There are two other fils =
| represepfations in this scatence, viz. that he is re -

g g

il . ceivedas’an accuser, and by a vote of the mujority .
' He was'not received as an -accuser, there was n
vote Gaken, nora word to -that purpose; but onl
that his testimony should beadiutied ; and surel
Mr. Crawtords being awilness did not nnqualify hi
for being a judge, unless apersons having persong
lgnowlcfg,r; of a fact unfits himto form a ;ndgmer

LY jeud e TR M w
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«bout it, Mr. Crawford affirms that he knew of g
A 1 person i)rescnt w o couh? (‘laarg_e him with driplic i_L)','
- l or falsehood, was conscious of no such tning him -
1 sclf, nor ever was told of it by any person, e'.u'cpt
‘I Mr. Rankin in his publication ; and Le, has produced
| noevidence
Page soit issaid, ¢¢ Mr. Craw ford came unsent for,
| and joined me in communion ;' which Mr. Craw=
ford aftirms is another false representstion ; that after
finishing certain busincss for which he came to Lex-
! ington, he wentto thcmcctiug liouse, in the evening,
’ on Sat rday, but with nointention to preaclt, or join
in communion, hay ing to preachat Walnut-Hill the
me:t ‘av. Mr. Rankin,atior sermon, asked him ta
preach thatevening, appointed it without his consent ;
and the solicitations of Mr. Kankin, andsome ofhis
people to altend the communion the nextday, were
sovery pressinig, that Mr. Crawtord broke hisappoin!-
aentat Walnut-Hill, and attended ilig comniunion
upon Mr. Rankin'surgentinvitation.

Yage 41, the clerk is accused of design inscliing
down the word revealed 5 knowiug, Mr. FBankiwe
says, that unless he had the word, he would fail to,
prove thecharge. This the clerk denies: norwas hie
under any temptation so to do, even according to.
BAir. Rankin’s own representation of the matter ; for
¢ acknowledges, the wituess testified that<if thae
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was not the word, it imported as much, =
Page 42 Mr. Rankin says, ¢ Mr. Bluir informed’

me, he wished to throw up his office asa deacen ;
and gave me to understand by some plain hints, he
vvould rather be elected as.an elder. Mr. Blair de-
nies that he ever gave an}rsuch liints on ti;:xif m' any.

e .,i -

other occasion,

In page vt itis aftirmed, ¢¢ But again one pflhem-
s :lves, 1n apublication known to the principle part
o [ them, maintains that Christis not the eternal Son
ol:God.” And to this the [Iransylvania Presbytery

accorded, nemine contradicente,”  The mostobvious’
. L] % . . Ty Ve
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sheaning of thislast, andequivocal sentence is, that
Transylvania. Presbytery tock the orthodoxy of the
first sentence into consideration, put the question on
it, and voted unanimously that Jesus Christ was not
the eternal Son of God. ~The Transylvania Presby -
bory never took this ]mint under consideration, never
ut it to a vote, never determined any thing about,
.1ov even made it the subject of conversation previous
¢ Mr. Bankin’s publicaiior.

Page 47, 62. Mr: Rankin, speaking of acertain cans
didate for the ministry, says, **I saw hint lcensed
v.ithont examination on divinity, as a candidate.”
This, as the word license s commonly used is not
trie, and Mr Rankin was informed it was not a =
censure at the time ; besides he was exainined on divi-
1 j[}' before this, and Mr. Rankin, himselbwas present
| ai <aid examination: Presbytery ouly permitted him
28 ]'-te;u:h occasionally, under the direction of the
f wanister with whom he was studying, agreeable to
ihiese wordsin thescotch directory, *¢ Howbeit, such
as intend the ministry, may occasionally both read
the word and exercise their gift in preaching in the
coungregation, if allowed by the Presbytery thereun-
\ to.”” It istrue the I’rcshytcr}«'licensccl the man alluded
| to withont the usualeducation. They didit because
' they found he was as able to preach sound doctrine,
| in properconnexion, and a1 goad language, as many
! wh bave-education.  But they did it not before
| they receiveda petition from a vacant congregation,
praying that he might be licensed and sent to them
| norbelorghe had stosd a longer and better examina-
“fionin d_i*:iaity, than many learned candidates have
imdergo_ﬁ‘é'; and his performances since have not dis-
graced the Presbytery even in the judgmentof learned
men.” Mr Rankin, however, who lias great sagaci-
ty in drawinginferences of that kind, has found out,
that in licensing the man, we were guilty ofperjury,
A discovery made on aprineiple which would prove
himself, and perhaps all the ministers he is acquainted
with chargeable with thegame crime,
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which we confine all our songs. THere the dactor in-

lieve, to sci the scriptures al ywar w ith tl.'.: “‘l‘ae‘“é

R T T —

f"4i

We hnve m"v given thﬂ reader a ew, out of many
1nanucs of 3’: in(uz/un:q false IL’PIC‘:LIHa[lO'lS, and
false assertions, as a specimmen. We have how-
¢ver produced . more 1ustances .than- we should
otherwise have done, because many of them were
facts of which none certainly knew the falshood, but |
ourselves.

" 2. We observe that much of Mr. Pa.‘:,.m il '~bli~
cation, and that too which has the greatest upj yeary
ance of argumient, proceeds from anisunc .m%tumlmﬂ, .
or misrepresenting the sentiments, or E\l)].'...é.'il';‘l‘o uf
cthers . Ll ,
In i";:: 8, Bo qu oie l]m follow i ng - sentence from
Dr Walls, lhc *'f) lv’l brings us nearer the heaven-
]\ state than 11 . the fermer di ispensations, ot God,
.mmnu mén ; and then says, .** This is implic 1t(‘diy
l:x.na:cl': mng [lmt the g0 ‘:I}Cl wWas  nev er Pl(nulled 1n
any disp ens: ationof G od, before the fulness of time.””
‘ﬁ[ must be ewd-“nt to every unpmjudl ~ed mind, that
5y the r:tp I]w doctor means. the new testament
(llkpulka'tcm ofﬂl ce, as dl‘-\illl“lll‘allt,d from.the old.
1h en f:‘ nﬂ: mi[;,\ s just contrary to Mr. Rankin’s
Jogick, lI"tLl he former hcpf‘nﬂnmh of God brought |
11’6';1 near. EIEQ heum,n]) state ; but the gospel dispen- |
ﬂllon unun them nearer s,nl[; J.nat the umpel was |
clexsly preat thed underthe. uldchf{mnﬁalmn, but more a|
clearly mwh‘r the new. .. Thisis a. treth generally
allowed by christians, and seems to be acknowledg- |
€a by Mr. Ilm;..ml nself.  See pagf‘. Ir,hllt 15,2 +:
znd elsewhere. & S
The dector says,: as (]uo ted Lwr‘rr' 10, } Inxc long
hceu convinced the occasion of this evil, VIZ a fhlll
indiffeience &c. arises [rom the matter dlld ‘words to;

Jonsistence with what he had said .before, must.

miean the matierand w mdspculhax to the forms, (01"—. :

paritively dark dispensation. He did not intend, a
m’r. Rankin believes,.and tries to make . others bu—,
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tyat to represent them as a light shining more, a
Canore to the perfect day. This perhaps carries the
| matter no farther than Col. '2, 14, where the agno‘stle
i holds the same contrariety between the old and new
§ .testamient as 1s, intended by the doctor. +/The most
exceplionable partofthe doctor’s preface Mr, Rankire
oth page ; ind calls

e ————

{- has expressed 1n capitals in his 1
| it a'mysterious contradiction. . Should . we. find the
¢ very same contradiction in My. Rankin'sproduction,
. awould it nokincrease 'ihe,,_mystb_:‘y?_;‘md_ this.we ap-*
prebendis not ddificult task. A verse iri 109 pszllm, i
Watts” imitation, Which is most evidently i thespirit =
of the new . testament, .Mr. . Rankin says. - page 97,
¢ stands opposed to the _docirinie contained in the it
whole psalm:” ifso, ilien the new testurient plainly ! :
stands opposed to the old. . But Mr. Rankin (Hi.d not
mean to assert this ; meither did dogtor Watts mean
i to set theprecepts of heaven, one. against another ;
r as appears_by the close of the same sentence. -
Oxn these, and numerous other mistakes, and mis>
| pepresentations, much of Mr.. Rankin’s baok is found*
ed. . Nothin% obviates , his impeachnient of -doctor
[

! Watis, and iy

T g

1o0se who nse lus Esahnod}'; as holdin
.o contrast”’. or contradiction between the - old and

niew testament, more. effectually; tham . that..very
imitatiorsyvhich isso much reprobated, and severak
of the doctor’s kiymns:. .Let any man read these im-
partially; and he needs rio other argument, :0r ])rom
to confute all that. has been advanced,on this head.;
From Mr.. Rankin’s manner of writing, or speaking,
one would imagine.'he takes it for granted[’, elther
that his rcder, or Hearer has niever read Watts” writ-
ings,. in“i destion. . o1 is entirely ‘void of commost
dense, aid observation.. The doctor's business was
to explain,  and illustrate the psalms ; ip doing which
he has set their consistency with the new testament. .
in a inuch clearer point of view, than. perhaps any of
. his opposers can do ; and thus effectnally confuted
| 2l their t,-fﬂﬁ_f‘il_s'; Al the same time, he omits certaird

T, T T
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fparts, not because, lic thought them of no use; byl
:vecause e could not so well accommodate them tc
dile present dispensation of divinegrace.
oIt is trne Mr. Bankin lias said, Page 13, ¢ David
Mvrole asr'stem of divinity, having “a)l the articles
Lontained; in the word of God from Genesis to the
Hevelations.”  And again lie avers, ¢ there is not
one ‘article of faith, and practice contained in tle
‘whole word of God, but is perspievously in David’s
epitome of the bible.” Slroug and bold expressions !
ut what proof has he pr')duced?Lheproofﬁs, ! aver :
and this, we cxpect, isall he will ever produce, If
the whole s Perspicuonsly contained i the

psalme,
future gencrations wold sustain, but litide logs should
all’ the rest of the bible, old and new testament, be to- !
tally destroyed, -Here, an Inlemperate zeal for one
part ofsacred writ, seems to lead to affirmations not
very Lonorable to e remainder,
" he only way we have now to judge of the fulness
- and perspicuity of the sacred writings, is carefully to
" ~read them. In order then to know the different de-
grees of knowledge in divine things, which (he peo-
ple ofGod had under the old, and have now wunder
the newdispc:_:sali_un, especially respecting the way ,
of salvation_ thro’ 2 redeemer, wemust diligen tly ex-
amine, both the old, and new testument; and com-
pare the degrées of lightreflected upon tltat subject by
each. . Ifitappears o1 such comparison that the gos-

el plan of salvation was, as fully revealed to the Jews,
})(:fure Christ’s Hime, as if is. now to cflristians',- we
mustadmit the fact.  Butifwefind this plan of salva-
tHon more clearly expressed in the new testiment, than

A

1 was in the old, we must conclude tha. ¢hristians
| naw more af it than the Jews did. Wetsill th?n
say, the impartial justice of God does not require
fhat hécq ually distribu‘tleshis favors among his chil-
tlren = if we take this method, we shall see that the
“assertions above are contrary to common sense, and
§9mon obsesyation - absurditiosnto hich rationd
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men, can only be driven by strong prepossessiony
This conclusionis inevitable, unless we indulge un;
warrantable conjectures, and say, whatwas wanting
in clearness of language was made up by greater illu-
minations of spirit; which is being wise above, if
not contrary towhat is writlen, '

i principa[ part of Mr, Fankin's reasoning,
and censures 1s founded upon \this suppositi¢n, that
the psalms of David &, and they only, were designed
by the cacred author to be used in the public praises
of Godin all generations. This, u']!icll is the main
F('uint in debate, e has all along taken for .‘s_‘)rautcd,‘l
and never, we think, pretended to prove. Unless
this point can be well established, his sentiments
can not besu )portr_‘,{l. ‘We believein the divine iu-
spiration, a:‘.c} authority of the psalins : and have, we
hope, as greataveneration forthem as ourantagonists =
but we do not think they werc designed for all the
purposes, that some others imagine. We dotthink
they are so clear and compleut, as to render the rest
of the bible superfluous. OUn this assumed principle,
which we deem a mistake, which Mr. Ranlkin has
not proved ; and which we never saw proved many
of his arguments are founded. It this principle is
unsound, his arguments vanish like smoke. Al
that is said about opposing huntan - compositions
to the divinely fnspired psalms, and setting up Walls
Against David, is nothing better tltan begawng the
‘question. Bliould we use aform of prayerdrawn up
by a prous man, we do not oppose that- tor;n to the
Lord's prayer, nor sct up its author in opposition (o
Christ. ;ZV/cno me't‘i:,_nppnsé Watts to David, when
" we sing Bis psalms, or hymns, than weoppose Pool,

-
v

or Hengy, to the holy S[;:i.l’i[, or their wrilings tothe
vord of God, when we read their exposiiions,

4. Some of Mr. Rankin’s reasoning and eensurcs
are founded upona false prim‘ilﬂc, viz. That if ¢ues
Ctor Watts 1s wrong In some things, all who agwe?
v:ith him inother things, are gnilty of liis SHIDESh i v
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| $h01{1(l we %rant that the dector is wrong in some |
£xpressions and’ he, aswell as other men, may be, |
floesit follow that if we use such of hiz works, as are |
agreeable to the tenor of

ree scripture; apd “the analogy
of faith, we arewyong too? ‘we think suzh an infer

encewould nothe fair, CIE i would, ‘we may, by the
same kind of logic, prove there is scarce a book up-
on earth fit"to be read ; ‘thatthie confession of fiith
15 a very dangerous book : that our franslaticn of the
H bible ‘deserves 1o credit ; -that every copy of the bi-
| ble, now" extant ‘in the original lenguases is wasafe s
and that Mr. Rankin’s book ought to be burnt. We
$€C 1o neeessity in order toour re

ubing hiswritings with safety, that he should be in.
fallible, ‘and we have an wmiplicit; frithin him, and
s ! :idoptever}- article ofhis ‘creed. “We are to judge

|
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ading an auther, or

¢ of
| €VEry composition on divine sy bjectsby the scripturesf
h what is -agreeable to these we may use, whether the
author was sound in every'point, ér not. © Admis

It then that doctor \Watts ywas really as erronious as Mr.
| Rankin supposes him' to be, to infer, that all whao

I sing his psalms, or hymns, are’ chargeable with the’
' Same “errors, is reasoning falsely, and

nnjustl}". FE Y

censuring
[ ~Violent opposition has been made to Waik's psalms,
H and hymns, and the wit of man put on the rack o
o find fault with," and’ condemn them ;- yet wedo not
| 1l find him charged, ‘even by "his greatest (oes, with any.
(R fandainental “error in "either * of these productions.
| ' Bead them ;' and you find the way to lieaven pointed
; i out in elear, scriptural,’and beautifii} languase « but
r i Sing them ; and|-&ccording to” his OppOSers, ' you exs

- pose yoursell to eternal damnation.  If thés con tain
no fundamental error, “a persons using thent ig certain-
‘ - 1lyna evidence ofhis ‘beipgE';lr':dg_i_l;ténrally“grro,mons.

e et

Why then condemn hiin with sa much severiiy ? why
impeach him with " Watts’ ‘{supposed) corrupt princi-
! | ples, without rroof that ever heimbibed them ? when
| the doctor’s foes can find no errorin his kwsztlms, ang
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ﬁxcmnq they searcit his preface ; and fin Lu”there R
eéxceptionable word. ortwo, (in their opinion) they
censure and condemn Lh-= span, his other works, aud
all who esteem, and uge them v.l:‘.u“zt inercy . oral-
 lowing tha t(‘"lnav{ mlm sretalion, of lus words, (o
whlch overy author of note Ic,; entitled.
o M. Rankin has ¢! nuwi doctar »V"fs, and those
who use his psalmody, w ith denyingthe. eternal son-
slup of: TGSHS”HHUE We believe the dnr‘r'm“m .nu
trinity, asitrel lates mtlm manner of the divine subsis
ence, ta “be a profonnd mystery, “absolutzly mcmm

I't['iOﬂRl")If’ by any finite mind; and thierefore a subf
]f‘ctofw aich common modesty w ould teach both Mr.
Rawrkin and usnever toa L:_,mpL:w explanation.

We cannot say what sentiments Dr. Watss may L)

haxe C\Prf_%scd ou ll'lb h?irl 11l \'1111110-1 we never \ J
saw; butin writingwe lvw & seen, Nesays, : ”

i,
s

While God’s eternal Son pr oclaims,
His fov'reign honors atd his names, |

" 1T may not beamiss to observe, that Kir. chﬁ"’n
ﬁeqm,nth, so contrived it, as Lo express his unjust } |
gensures of his o'\pun nts, iﬂ_ the words of sacred 1
Scuptur{‘ "u’\ Llu these Lie so mixes his ewn. words, .T' |
as to shew that it is mw.m speaks, though in the :
g \ words of tlie Holy Ghost. ™~ In one prace (*wfr‘ 36Yhe . " [

|

[

.
— T T

!

gssuines and app Aies ta himself the language ()Flmz“\,.
and the bow els of God, These things I‘H"‘Ih‘l)a, verge.
23 ncar upou Hmpmn v as alll) taing l‘{, Lias Mh:*;bul
uPnn hlq opponeils. Nl ,
We have, now, iiiformed the r\_ud;r, on twhat: [
foundation Mr, fmn’:m stands, while both before
and 91"‘ ”hrst'm, LE' accuses his brethien alinost; ; j
indjscrims IM of making the seriptures clasi, ;1111.
Lfdmcm ﬂd b 1a.wm-u=1‘.{ :_‘ Promnoitces them unwol e
thy of communion in the chuich,* and cum ynins f
them to the infernal regians: fe VWe wish him no . 1'
other harm than that ke may sees wad repent of 1tis, |
|

[
L |

rcl.plmqs:.  And O & lent destrs witil ra ragd [0 you,
e .
¥
& i = % . ]
Page 15, laf tine,  f P.35, 137,
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¥s it you would  mind the one thing needfuls and
avoid gllunprofitable illnatured altercations, on this
and every other point ; such as would alienate your
Learts form God, and your fellow men. '
- Tender hearted. christian, when you peruse the:
31st. and 32d. pages of M. Rankin’s dcfguce drop
the book, and weep ! yweep that one who calls hin.
s«if a-minister of Christ, should be found capable of*
treating the spiritual and experiniental tonversation
of (for'what he knows) sincere christians with™ con-
tempt, and joining g profane world in Sneering at it
as mere hypocrisy ! weep, when you find him capa ¢
ble oftreating with thesamecontempt, a society of (for
what he knows) humbie picus christians, met to join
111 social prayer for themselves, for pcrishing sinners,
forthe church of Christ, for him, and for his adhe-
rents! weep bitterly, when you see theasacred scrip-
tires made the vehicle of this profane abuse! when
youmeet again, talk over the gaodness of God ta
yYou, notwith a pharisaical, butwith a greatful heart,
that you have becn preserved from such profanity;
and unile yourhumble forvent supplications to hin,
that he would preserve you, and all others from iy,
in future. ! .
Mr. Rankin’s publicalion conrains a fifth part; in
v hich hLe intends, afier his sertous labour, to ind ulge
Linselfin alittle wit by way of relexation.
Dulce est desipere in loco, T
Had he not, for common, intizely mistaken. the
auther e intendsto redicule,and patched upanarticle
of faith for him, out of any wor({:; he could find ina
Fage, though taken quite difterently from the authors

£

. . . . 3k Eos v =
Iicanwg, it might have passed for wit; byt as it is
,rJ “ [

the redicule rebounds, and falls upon himself. Mi-
nisters of the gospel might certainly be better emplf)}'-
ed, than, iu aitempis to expose others,' by puhing
absuidiiies, and faltshoods i1 their mouih_?: ‘~'~i”f”_-"
were not included in, nor could be infered from their
EXDIESSIONS, SNE LS
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ADDRESS,

TO PROFESSORS OF THE

. PRESBYTERIAN DENOMINATION.

PRINCIPAL object of Mr. Bankin's plﬂ.ﬂit‘ﬂﬁﬂli
appears to be, to persuade the world, that

the Presbyterian ministers, with whom he was for-
inerly connected, have renounced the doctrines
of the reformation, and even of the Bihle; and
have become deist: and blasphemers: though
like all fallible creatures, we are liable to 1mis-
takes, ~yct- wé can discover no foundation -for
such charges; and we acknowledge ourselves utterly
stinable to account for them, without attributling
to Mr. R, such a liveliness of imagination as
aight change his suspicion into belicf.  If this isthe
casc, it may likewise account for that conduct which
subjected’him to censure, and for many ugground:
ed insidifations in his vindication. : ' '
We fiid that there is a propensity in mankind ta
attend to, and believe what is said to the disadvan-
tage of any individual, or Lody of men, rather than
whatissaid to theiradvantage ; and hence conclude,
this Prodnction may make some unfavourable im-
pressions Qi the m@_gds of those who bave no proper

- B -
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%16ans O?i"!f-)l‘fnﬂf:(“"l' vi2, therefore, think it ouz
duty to make the followin g d(_udmhu“ of our belief

O 2 Iew ﬂl’)]l]&a. »

We believe, that what are om*.loul) cziled the
scripturesof the Old and | New Testanent, were 'rw-
en lw mspuﬂmn of God, znd are pn,fl ulf for doca
lunc for It"woo,, for c,o-!emmn, Aor 2ustruction in

II“II*C\}‘_IN"“‘ , and tha H 1212 1s gne great "‘Ollahi{ﬂ.f

untform scherme of rel jLU‘T carried on, by Nzluus

nodes of administration i {muu--h the v iol{‘

We belizve, llw*ijlc]“saum of David, Asaph, &
werc div n'th izspired, and ought eve t()Lt, rev 010r1C-
ed 'ﬁrl regarded 2s a -verv im rml,t nt part of diving
l{‘.\ !nn; aud £ xuwinrp,_m' hu., ensure and con-
demn the con \fL( torall who Hlm rwill ui[ or IJ:RII‘.’
despise, or speake r=rf=-\e[e“mfo \de p;m;c But
we do 1ot Le h-ne that the nsalms of David, &c. con-
dm every-thing in Lhe }: l)iP with all fulmcs a 1([
clearness 6fex DTESSION,  OF AYeré ever m[('nc’r‘rl as th
sole matter of our praises to God, either in private or

blic h()n;l*“ 2 ‘:‘1 ¢, fIICI(,;OI"“ Go. not ..J"jl leve, it lo
{;e blasph 1emy to ado Lt ko our system of psalmody,
0{1' lur:s nf the -ﬂkjmimas eéspecially the
more evangciical. | We 'dec.‘,, ue have the same
huc:t} o enjoy the peculiar advani: :ﬂe of the more
full and clear disp euw"ou of ihe ncw ie-tamcnl
when cele umr.nﬁ the l)lleL% of redeem iing love,.
mn;n we f,zf;:(h, pray,.or dlxmuc{' th{: Uldulﬂ"ltrvb
of bay ptism and l]J lmu S SuJ Uu.-, When Our songs
of pr: m“ are asrecable to suclt.d writ, though not ex-
pressed in the exact w ()[c|-0f'~.filpthle we eel, we

i ean, Wwe e -;i,_rw, no more contempt of the psgif"
of L)duu, than we do ‘.\h(.‘”‘\" e tucatn, pray, or th—
pﬂase *?055}(:3 ordisances not in: the express words 0:‘
saiiptore,  The principal differencé then, betwoen
usand otlzers is, they think hutlue pS: 1]11190! David,
"nd r}w,,, only ;5 'u(}c f;nﬂ'“z(,‘f I)V the clmlf of God as
he matter of christian praise, in all i”«,:s, and in e-

holy

rl

Jyery partof the werld ; but wethink the peculiar atk.
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and hudmul) to teach ti Lo to the pr ople ol our res-

¢ a3}

,m['lffm of the rew testament dispens atioq, Of If.;‘fg!'
to be “used in this part of \\(._h_[llli, as well as 1

a3

others. : :

Though we b chcn‘ al ] Synods, cenc¢ral assem
blies, orc mmul are fallible, .uul therelore caunot
wnplicitly receive thut dictales, or adopt _cevery pai-

i
ticulas I)le!‘ nsed by them, or any individual an-
Llltl vetwe believe the \wmmmiu colession af

Gaith ’uul catechisms, as rev ised and ..-.[nim‘il by ihie
Preshytarian mmdmfﬁl re United States of _\.uu.-‘:‘.‘n
comntain a true mmc«cwllcnt systent. of the docires
and duties t.nght and rn,ml ed i in the word of God.z
aad under this per: 5uasiof, cheerfully adopt them as
the contession of our faith. _ We el '1,.1:\H‘I"ili:i";'.'!‘.[l:'_
pective charges. In which svork. we fnake use of
such C\prmwh as Vincent, Thot 'i an, Flavel, Fish-
er, &c. Byour pmlmaml h\ cur preaching, by one
"alochism“ we decl lace our agrecement in se atiment
with the ::L vencrable fatliers. Howierer by some
means 1t sesius the “"Cut Seqgral '\d'w ‘.'z;:.':_’.*ll. that WEe
do not believe what we prafess and  teac f'; butave u=
dermining the pr muplcx of the reformation 3 and c-
yen the chrlslltm Jf‘ll m, i, and 1'i|m'r1‘ into deisnt.
Notwithstanding this (IL"‘I‘--I“ITIL‘M discovery, we are
still of opinion, that the doctrines contained i the

above mentioned confession and catechisms, are e

- nerally believed by the serious and intelligent mem
‘Dbers of our respec five socicties.
I . :

We acknowledae, and deeply lament, that there
are great de ﬁ,chonq in our ("lpmlm and th#t we
have greatly departed from the religion of our Forefa-
thers ; ; bu{ we Hnucw these defe chom consist mucls
more in the loss of a truly christian temper lo vards
God, aund our fellow men, and the pmchr > of reti-
gion, than in a de [altmc from the dectrines of the
reformation. T hey consist m formaliiy, hy hocuisy,

neslectofreligious duties, worldliness, i Huuf‘c* ance,

_?u\., unchgritablencss, and tie hmé' We wonld
. L ATees s lady 21N m
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teadily join with others in confessing and bewalling
ourdegeneracy in these respects ; and endeavours t:?
promote conviction, repentance, and conversion 1o

God. We think the most dangerous crrors which

take place in ourchurch, relate tothe nature, neces—
»’i[}'l, _;t.ncl evidendes of rqg(::wralinnj and the temper-
and couduct of real christians. We do not pretend’
loabsolute perfection in oursystem of doctrine ; but

in the infinitely important ti:?ngs now nentioned
our need of reformation is evident.

With minds. decply impress<d with asense of the
fruth and ilrs}n,rtulaf'ir of religien, the necessity of a
yevival of the life, peswer, and practice of godliness,
dand of our great dvzoneracy in these 1'0.-:})0(‘{5, wWe
would with the most tender affection, address our-
selves to the Presbyterian inhebitants of this state.

Dear bretliren, we would not desire youtobecome-
Yatitudinarians, or indifferent whether yvou embraoe
trutfi of error; but would urge you to search for
truth =5 for hid treasure’; ICCCi‘.’t{! it in love, cleave
to it, fecl its powerfulinfluence on your hearts, and

"tn your lives carefully practise it.  We would Low-

ever eariesth mntreat }'.I’:»:I to avoid allangry and par-
ty contentionsabout thedocirines of religion, modea
of worship, and forms of government, and to rea-
lize the importance of that much neglegted truth,
The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of
God. Take hreed that you do not biie and devonr
one another, lest you be consumed one of another.
Extend thisrule 11:’)r(mf}' to those of your own party,
but to those also who differ from you in sentiment.
Take care of censuringand C()ﬂ(lCIIIIliHSIHCI{I)(‘.(‘EH]S!"
thiey do not [ollow you : ﬂ.)rtlllc}' may, m.utl.'\'1l-hs!:1m'i-_-
ing, be humble and faithful tollowers of "l,'hnst. and
the dear children of God. Cultivate a h'}mullly re-
gard to all who bear the image of Chrizt, 0?}\11&!&&'6:‘
denomination. Live in love to all mankindy and’
1 every proper dct of b_{‘lliﬁ(‘.t‘.llct.‘. Never rr.{un}_
vailine for railing, but pity, pray for, and de good
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€ven toyour worst encmies.  Ifyouare unjusily re-
pmag,hc' bearit with me LL!I(‘HH as Pull of tlte cross,
and nev zlndulw any unchristian resexatments. 1€
the ministers, oa whose administralions you attend,

are slandered and reproached, bear it wilh mildness
and patience, We hl"" an ullmut in your fervant
prayers, but charge you never to guane ]l on-our
account,

We, whoare II‘tifii‘Fe""q arc often under the very
<isagreeable necessity of i;*]r:g employed in the exer-
Cise Otthurdl dﬁuplnw This 1 1': Gl ALY accounls
the most mer [lf.)lIJ" and piti inful duty otiour ! fice, ll
19 untam interesting object to us, we il rm" ing by

:+ but bear all the ;m\w““ and.ex { cnce avhich al-
terudxt for your spkes, andtlic good ot thec herelies.
When we mestwith uneraieful retirns, oudare cen-
sured for cur feeble, theugh well meant endeavours
to serve you, it greatly increases the dithculty, and
adds to our burden. Ihmt cels nrmmz conduct, we
must endeavour patiently to bearit; but won ld ra-
ther beg your prayers to Alighty (md, that his
w 1>dum may direct, and his power support, us i

this arduous work. Weawsould remind you of your
happiress in dhaving eomparz tively little to do with

this painful business. Letit be yaur daily endeavour
to livethie lives of chiristians in \Ul”’p'l\d[t‘ stations,

and to promote it in yuour famihias, and ;tmurw‘u one
another : but do :.(,t so far interfere in the go-
wernment of the church, astoassume tiie p]*(ﬂ of Lhe
Synod, and lefl"P the cor 4.uut of Preshyteries; un-
loss you mean to Lly aside the Presbyterian form of go-
vernment, and set up absolute n'rl‘c;m ency. Y our

excmption fromn this burden, you shoul 1 esteem
your felicity, and never takeit upun your shoulders,
without the eall of divine provi idence.  Ifweact
wrong, we are lable to be corrected by the Synod.

Ever}' inferiorjudicatnre we decline ; and if ]'T(l"{’l
by them, it musthbe withouta hearing ; and theretoye
witheut a fair iriclas na late ¢;151.111L.L.. %




_ Plll([l more I'l")"?‘ tance to you,

'me.lnfnu}b, of h(ul- t':ll”]l’(‘l”u 111

gl (g5 =)

e df‘ﬁ'*o to turn your attention ?t‘] what {s uf

aird | 111 ¥ }llt 11 \(‘11 arg
L. ¢. the nature and
1nece 51 v of C\PU_‘I]IL'[] tal ai ul practical relicion. Di-
Jigenily en quie into the nature, and duly conside
the nege: sity,” of effectual alrm 15 tite necessity of
]i.uu._ yuua ininds deeply mm'v“crl with a trueand

5 ungent sense of ‘~..i i its evil nature and dreadful

piore mzm-’nlu [{‘ concerned,

U

the %I]"’\'
]calgt(‘- Jesus (hr ist, (mclcn.ﬂbl;ti to discern the glo-

1y of (.rlJtl liis f'(-- G as to have vour h:.utf;
tranfornied .:_ |>\. its powe mul infuenee, andvour wills
renewed : ‘the necesity of having your m nds turned
from self tu( hrist, f.nm sin Lo l.niu ess, and -m[ J08=
ed and enahled to embrace the redeemer in all hisof-
fices, waking a solemn and sweet surrender of voun
vhole kelwc.; to him. "' Labour to be well acqu ainted
with the true ten nper and character of a real christi: 1,
and aboveall tmn" , see that this temper and C}mm-
ter he :.mns. bnc all diligence to imake your call-

ing and election sure.” Fear ‘the mmt and eternal

God; ddm(, his holy name: make Ium the objeclof |

your supreme love 6 dmniu Lis in! Illit(‘ condesc enn-
sion and rm;dnmq in the great work of ze{‘mnntmn .
bow your hearts .JCI()I\, }11.11 as depen dent creature 5,

-and as I-:,udnr sinneis; lm{'xow fellow men ; live i N

o} |

thie da uty practice of the various duties af justce and
ch: Lrli\ : 1R your ]pm])ﬂl ]Lur: C'nnewllx elwlra\o[,r
to promote vital re igion, realize the worth of immor-

P
“l muln Jud exert v (;uzmh cs o pmmo te Lheir sal- ¢

vation : bear with one. another’s infirmitics; bear

with the infirmitiés and mistakes of see Lmﬂ souls;

directand encour age them all you can : t]ﬂll\ E'lt]llm-
mwimml pray for one another : lie near the throne of
grace, “wrestle with Godnight and day for \mlm"]\ €5,

your unnlhf‘s. the chiirclhi of Chuist, ["Il}plf‘ distres-
sed souls, and carcless sinners. Let Sion’s inlerest

“lie near vour hearts; be inportunate, with Ged to

ngrl I.;l acl out cf Jii hiis troubles ; fcn'cu{l}-' pload
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gor the miiisters of Chirist, that they 1‘}"

of the divine spirit, and be a nointed ro prexch tio
gosnel and (ii\!;mt% its ordinances aright 3 that he
would, by the energy of lnsf-l ace, mike the word
like a fire, and like % hammuier to break the rock i
]\iw""; that fie wounld water with the showers of

(lt‘ lIlL‘lrlI uences the -"'II"' -vine of the 205] )‘.L. ;1'-';;{
i1

havamuele

make this htltlllllb-‘s like .a fruitful 1‘--1. Set the

Lord always before you, t'm:m-it';' it as the con-
stant inspector ofall your coaduct, aud ever actas
umier the \'i'rw of his emniscient eye.  Carefully
study the temper, imbibe Hn" SpItit, and ftollow the
'eulm}al UF\”I.I tii\.‘lﬂ' 1 ‘11..:, A ('b:'i»li;x:l is a
disciple of Christ, and lik 11;5 lessed master, the
great business of his life ntu slority God, ;::ul do
guml to men, (‘ull [o ]u, nen 1108,
- Take care of C‘Ilh;:dlnxh_ﬁ }1 ;mmr"a ;L}n-nw a work

of God’s grace, szl 1_-'111“11E;1:1f_=; it under the namne

5

of f’{"}‘ll“-l“nll ar H\i‘(ll..\l ‘ ]l maw be carried on
b‘, Infu!nw, Or11l a s -'m::: (I [mt en tur*.t- what youex-

pvr : ii«.’}, divest it urt .z‘.w( CHCII RIS NZes, (jU!ISi{!.‘_'I_'
1is nature and effeets, and it i}==3~£,_- he ..t-;|'¢,--':;1i;i-:-., Loy
the w Uld, dtlamm;z' lge i:' a divine wark, give God
the glory and endeavouy to encourage ;ill(ill‘i'uill()iu

e bnnnld rousecan uncomnnion religionus concern,
:lm' with it cl mixture t:‘l'-, J&Llu\ (1 (‘L‘:L ;.11'.;.
do not condemn allin the lumyp, disijncuish between
1110 wheat and the chail, and liu noi :il.n_n:,- the cua
1o qcu lear of the other. Emfc:;vcmr Lo 1:1;:]{{: atlow-
ances for huinan woakness, and eacourage cvery
lm, Fnl beginning. Am_,- il o) l)Ili.‘(!_‘l G
conden ining a 11114;::3(: cencern aboit I'C:I:.leO;. a5 Qit-
thusiasm and distraction ; rather seiiously examine
whethether it is not owiag to a siuful Slﬁpi{iit\-‘ an.{
hardness ofhieart that maay more, and youss selves in
]ﬂm- ulay, are not deeply d“.u sseil, and cryiug ok
in an l“ Ol f, Merand .’}u,.uun, what shatl e dots

"L S

We liave loaz been Ofr..)piniog. that unless it should

v
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please . <o eretgin and gracious God to revive religh-

o1, i bf*gmnl_s:g' and carrying on a work of grace,

& work of conviction and couversion, the Presbyte-
J

sizn church would sogn cease to exist in this land ;
and we ex

‘ pect whenever such a revival shall take
3:2:1(‘9, many smooth formal professors will Hst with
its violent or ariful opposers, will narrowly watch
fov the halting of others, lla}' kold of every instance of
impnu}mu-s or excessive heat of imagination, and
suagnity it in order to discredit the whole work and
sink it into contempt.  Be not terrified or discourag-
ed at this, should it take place; but earnestly p['ea(d
with God to revive and carry on a work of grace in
spite ofall opposiiion ; and dilig{:nily exertyourselves
;Imynur?mper places, to encourage and promote the
important désign,

God has favoured lis church with many, great,
and precions promiises concerning its fulure prospe-
rity and increase, and thereby made it our duty and
f:‘i'.’ifcge to plead and hope for their accomplishinent.
det us yaise ovr hopes and expectations, and s!ir up
our spuls to takehold of God, resolvine by faith, ne-
ver to let liim go until he blessus.  We think it pro-
bable that the American reyolution, the religious li-

: i‘.-f'rf}' which sprung out of it, and the spiritot liberty

which seems (o spread in various pasts of the workd
are the Cawnings of more glorious timesin the church
‘thanwe or our fathers have see. Though the firs:
fruits of these revolutions should be confusionof opi-
nions, enthusiasm, scepticism, foolish and hurttul
€rrors, andinuch infedility, yetdo notdespond; but
entertain a chearful expectation, that the stone cut
out ofthe mountain without hands, will itself become
a mountain, and [ill the whole earth. .

When depraved man first enters on the enjayment
of full religious liberty, it cannot be thought he will
Tearn at once to make a proper use of it.  We must
not expect him instantly to renounce all the J‘“‘l“-"

rmly

1

wlces of ancient usages, and tocmbrase and be
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ve therefore d('spx‘:c ll-'m invaluable ble ssing? Ilr s
athm exert oursclves to makea Clllla_)t"nf and f‘ ankfut
I-mpmvuncnt. Let us consider with L;mlmu]:‘ God’s
goodness to s in these United Staies lere the
huauan ILI151011 pe ltmq for the first time siice its
introduction into the the world, is free, at once,
from pcrxccutu}n, and the 111(‘1'11_-!Jt,1a[1-f-105 and corrups
tions of civil establishments ; truth has (ree (‘\‘ru:";,
and we are at entire liberty to nmm.zp God accoud-
ing to the dictates of comscience, without a n} toy
nml\c us afraid or imterrupt our d"m ions, We are

peculiarly favoured in this infant séate. The glad

tidings of 5&1\at10;1, though atteuded with much in-
Ixrfectmn in the '1dms.m~.~mtmn are ptlhl:%h('f’a 112
every corner of the land.  Other new counntries have
Leen long settled betore the word and crdinances of
the ﬂosrul were publickly dispeused; but tie nos-
pel, We may say, did notfollow us into this wiider-
ness, itcame out with us ; and NOW SOU Is itn every
vart r)f the state, almost as soonas there are ears to
pear it,  Since we are thus dist llI"Llh-‘.“tl by ,'..;ui
providence, let usdistinguish ourselves by inbibi g
tlre spirit and walkeing in the footsteps of the divine
Re: irmmer.

When Christ made kis [irst appeerance, in the
time of h¥s incarnation, he pwumm\ sent foritl his
harbinger to call kis professing luﬂm‘h to repentance.

and relormation. In }1t)pc~, llul (.,1'}11 will appear
amongst us in exerting the energy of lus grace, and
making his pmplc W 11[111” i a d 'j, ul Liis tm.w r, we
would, as his unworthy servants, call you to repen-
tance, and to an humble, but cb f‘.mul cxpeciation
and earnest secking of Christ that lie would come iz
mercy, visit these long desolations, and revive the.
things that remain.

I)Lar brethren, though we have aix ady exhorted
you to cultivate a f-,pmt of love, m.‘.f'l\m‘ 5, .rl"l for-

Be drance, “Ild to avoid ail angry debates on ye. 1"101

eha 'Lt
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4tir1;e(‘t§ Wo ‘un Id nevertheless
Huwu UPOoIL you once movie.

&
“(‘IL 4')(‘ oo o} iCN rec alm \]fd or ltoo.c ‘IL;H“.\f at-
i
tenGed to: assucly “"!“l tes most effectually. tend to
J'“‘{'i“, m.r\': s of 4"iwmn, to sour the mm(l, COr<

Tipt re ligions zezl, quencli the holy

o] \ P
11 [ lr«..l:winl mf 55018, .,11 fhl‘\ 1{\“ el

LLIE‘JMLC-
ljnﬂ‘\ .Jl il 5 F'l 57 ?LJ ] I‘I Vo . {l{'ﬂf Ihl.f II.\- S3 (llll]d

Itis a c!u!ﬁ, which cag

c\.-t:.*.i_'l_;:;;' tances might be proc u(‘crl both in Britain
: ' America "."c'n :s';lg;‘fzi to lcarn wisdom by the
blinders of it forcfathers: as well as e wilate their
3 _3-.‘-’-'-. vy ;:[':'-\f'."i cud it is ﬂ“-.llt T much to a :i—h-l;
(¢l ._r:'rrf*‘ 1 ilentin T‘., F:.ml} EIC 15 L.(:LlJ wore of the

practice of i T Amon ; us. . The L-’m't

61 God 153 '-"H-‘n of .' iy _ud ofpeace ; anddwellsnor
i

an H | [::_l-\r.(;[ ;I g‘Jl‘;f' ' »-;nll Ijl}t"i .”"" '![l Iy I'll"""l{.!.:;“

. : ; _

by such crfminal cone duct the Pll‘a svtorian church

1

s greatly suffered, the cause of Christ has been
wounded, leanness has possessed the souls of God's
peopie, convivced seekir ngsouls have been offendei,
ail turned back perhaps to their eternzl ruin, hlcl

the carcless have been more and more hardened (o
theirsins.  Censcientiously avoid these this ngs, learn
of Christ wiio is meek and Lmn « walk in 111; <*C’“> .
like him ever seek 'IV‘ glory ot vour heaven! ..1lth
and g:f about doing cooll, %

. Wewoukd Im.l.l".‘ tlmja a word or two with rc‘"'ml
to the deliglitful duty of praising God.  In this liea-
venly excreise the mnlody o f the voice is not only de-
¢n.][, but ef, cn has a ! "[‘\"'I_ ;‘:.l:i "mm 11]1]1 clucee l'}‘Un
the keari: We Ul *:' re recofitinena it ln all ‘.\110
have |1]n %5 and o 1'“) rwn--'y ' 1o make themselves
well acquainted with the art of music. . Endeavour
to fave \n:.. voices svell tuned, butt take Care yon
do not substituie meio 1) in the room efdevotion, or
the natural pleasures of music, for the sniritual m“l
bruly m:iﬂif{:oF:?r.‘t-‘z:lm of religions To little ¢ purpose
¢lo you tune your voices, while vour liearts are not
¥iy ] y di ;mw.k mtur brate the wonders of iedeeming

.

urge ‘the camia

spirit, and hard-
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{ova: in vali you tontend about Wwhat ’)Q“ﬂ;u Yol
¢hall sing, whiie you are void of a lrue wlru o! de-
~iotion, rncelect t‘m worship of God in your famiiles,
and live according to the course of this world
Let the matter of your songs of praise be ac:z[ﬁ nral,
~hether ex nccwuhtemlly in the words of scripiire,
or not: ar J wliilé you sing them, let it be w ith ad
'nlrmgamlac.mw~7tllf)1lgitt~, oftl‘(‘pf'i[cctlm‘sct Deityz
of the wisdom and goodness of divine pr mlm,n(‘c;
andofthe l::fc::f“c m’rc‘., \'\i%ﬂ()rl, and holiness ma-
nifested i;l the astonishing wiork of rede: 1“\?im:..
Where the Uhr’lrl. or d\lllf‘ consists ()F])t tticins for
reeded me rcws. there ofier up the fery ent desires of
our soulsto God, Do all in the name of the Lord
4 -JesusChrist, and tlten youwill irid ag '1-“-1 US aceep-
¥ tance, whetlicr r your song bed psaim of David trans-
t fated into English nieire, or a ftymn of human com-
H fositiona 'fremi 16 to the writteu wor.
Miay tl Lt Gad, w[}».) inhabits tlie praises of isracl,
&une your hearts by his giace to sing the immortal
~ songs of the New Jcrusalem ; au- mwmu ,- v ouals
with that universal bénevolence, w "h soare
you to have thesarmiomind wiic I as also ur Jhiris?
your hord.  Amen.
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