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MILAM F. TANDY

GLEN FERRIS, WEST VIRGINIA

Letter No, 10 - 1930
March 28, 1930

My darling Mother:

When I did not receive a letter from you
yesterday morning I became somewhat worried and
wired you to see if there was something that you
were keeping from me, Your last letter had said
that Tommy had been sick, so when I did nor hear
anything further I became worried more than I had
in a long time, I hope that the wire did not
frighten you but 4 could not wait any longer to
receive workR from you, Your long letter came
this morning and I will try to answer it in this
one tonight.

I have just reread your letter and I
find that it will take a long time to write a
sufficient answer and also there are marny things
contained in it that 4 want to think about, so I
will wait a little while before I attempt to

answer it, I, of course, remembered all of thes
things from the first reading but I did not rmm-
ember that there were so many things that needed
so much thoughte.

I might go up to Hinton tomorrow after-
noon as the Stevens have invited me up again.
We are planning a little surprise party for lir,
Jones Sunday afternoon so that might interfere
but I am hoping that the Stevens will come down
for it so I may go up there tomorrow and then
drive down with them Sunday afternoon. The
actual construction of our job starts Monday
morning so we are planning to have a surprise for
Mr, Jones and get him up to the job and let him
operate the steam shovel and actually 1lift out tk
first shovel of earth, After that we are going
to have some eats here at the Inn and invite all
of the interested people to be here, We are
trying to keep it a secret from him but it is
pretty hard for everyone in the village to know %




except him, We have secured lMrs., Jones comperabion
and we hope that by getting her to take charge of him
until then we can keep it from him, He has been
working on this job for about eight years and I feel
sure that he would appreciate an affair of this

kind.

I wrote Uncle John not long ago and asked
him to send me a pair of shoes that he mentioned and
I received them the other day. They are indeed good
looking and I sure did get a bargain. They are
black and white sport shoes and they cost me only
four dollars and twenty eight cents, they retail
for about ten or twelve dollars. He has my size
and can usually pick me out a parr of shoes that
fit exactly.

I am sending you a check in this letter and
I am making it a little darger than usual for I thought
that it might help you and Tommy with your spring
clothes. I wish that it could be larger and I am
sure that 1 can continue this amount and more as the
time goes on,

There are a number of letters that I want
to write tonight so as long as I cannot write much
on the topics you discussed in your letter I will
close with the promise that 1 will write a long
letter in a day or so and take up the other
things-in—detail. I am-out on the lounge tonight
and Gladys and others are with me so I really can-
not concentrate as I would like to. Give my love
to fommy and save a lot for your own sweet self,

Devotedly,

=




MILAM F. TANDY

GLEN FERRIS, WEST VIRGINIA

Letter No., 14 - 1930
April 30, 1930

My darling Mother:

When I sat down to write this letter I
fourd a letter that I had started on April 14 in
the typewriter and I was astonished that it had
been over two weeks since I wrote anyone and I
knew that I had written one or two since I wrote
you so I ckecked up and found that my last le tter
was dated on the tenth of this month. I am very
much ashamed of myself and I hope tha you will
again forgive me for my negligenee. I meant to
write you when you were at home but I did not
know just how long you would be there and after 1
realized that it was too late to have a letter to
you for Easter I just wircd you, I did not mean
to slight you but I have just been so busy that I
have been putting off wirting for so long that it
has become a habit.

I hopped on Gladys for writing such a
letter to Auntie and she said that when she read
that letter over she thought thd you might mis-
understand so she added a P.S. on another sheet to
correct the misunderstanding. At lunch time of
the day that I received your letter she called me
to show me that P,S., that she found in her desk, as
she had failed to include it in the letter, She
wrote the letter some days before she mailed it she
said and then forgot to put in the extra sheet, it
am indeed sorry that you were worried about me and
I do hope that you will trust me to tell you when I
am sick. I think that every time you have become
alarmed about my health and I did not tell you, you
have found that the informer was wrong so please be
assured that I will tell you whenever I am not in the
least well,

I am so glad that you like the typewriter
and I hope that it will prove a help aad a pleasure
to you. I liked the blue model much better than
any of the others and I did hope that you waduld like
the color, I think the colored machines are so
much more attractive that the plain black. Now,
about the type, I think you would be making a mistake
to have the spacing changed but if you wish to do it




it will be a very simple matter to make the change.
I called the agent this morning and he said that
you could take it to the Royal representative in
Louisville and he couldé make the change in a very
short time, I do not know whether there will be

a charge for it or not but from what he said I do
not think that there will be, I will be glad to
pay the charge and if you want it done be sure to

do it, I find that Auntie's machine is the same
spacing as yours, twelve letters to the inch but
she used a double spacing and it makes it look more
spread out than yours. The wertical spacing on the
Elite type is so much less than that on the Pica
like this that it does not look so scattered as this
one would double spaced, I believe that if you
would try it double spaced you would like the result
much better,

The officials of the company decided that
they wanted some test made of the tunnel intake
structure so Mr, Jones gave me charge of the work and
I have sure been working one it. I am making up a
concrete model of it and will pass water through it
and rurn a complete test on it so see just how the
water will act in the large or designed structure
whem it was built, I have had to design the model
to be exactly similar to the designed structure and
then employ a model maker to make it up. He has
started work and is pretty well along with the forms
Nnowe. I am going to Charleston tomorrow to buy some
materials and equipment to build the laboratory to

do the testing in. We expect to make several models
and make complete tests on each one.

I was real pleased that he put me in charge
of it for I like that sort of work and I think that
if I make a ggod job of it it will do me some ggod
in the long run, There are going to be some tests
made by the turbine manufacturers on the draft tubes
at the hydraulic laboratory in Worcester Mass. some
time in the next month or so and lr. Jones said he
would probably want me to go up and represent the
company at those tests. They will take about three
weeks and I will sure be glad to get to go. I am
not counting too much on it for there are several
things that the trips depends on but I really think
that I will get to make it,




There is also a possibility of me going to
Cincinmati the first of next week and if I do I will
come down to Louisville and spend a day with you.
This trip depends on whether I can get the material
I want in Charleston or not. If I cant I willltry
to get it in Cincinnati and probable go up there to
pick it outs I will write you tomorrow if I am
coming so if you do not hear from me tomorrow you
will know that I am not coming.

I was glad to know that Mammur made the
trip alright and arrived in Boston safely. I was
a little worried as she is so dependent on other
people and I was afraid that she would be too timid
to make the last lap of the trip alone. However,
she seems to depend on people when they are around
but she gets along without them when she has to and
she sure knows how to travel alright.

I was indeed sorry to hear that Lucy Belle
had such a paanful accident and 1 do hope that she
is getting along alright. I meant to write to
Alfred when he was in the hospital but did not so
I am going to write Lucy Belle a létter before I
go to bed this night. The letters from the family

are a great joy to me and I hope you will keep on
sending them to me, If you want any of them back
please make a note of it in your letter and I will
send them right back to you. I am keep all of them
for I tinkg that they form a valuable family history
that we will all enjoy in later years., The next
time 1 am at home 1 am going to get all those others
out and have them bound, While 1 think of it, 1
wish you would date your lettees as 1 take them out
of the envelope and file them and thus lose any trace
of a date other than the day of the week on which
they were written.

I asked Dr. Simmons to wire Auntie about
me as 1 did not want to alarmm you and I thought that
you would understand it that way, I first asked him
to send it to Dr. Woodard and then it would be official
from one Dr, to another but told him to change it
and send it to her. :

It is getting pretty late so 1 am going to
close for tonight and will promise to write you again
real soon, I know I have left out a lot of things
but will read your letters again and try to pick
them up again in the next letter., Lots of love to
you and Tommy.

Devotedly,




MILAM F. TANDY

GLEN FERRIS, WEST VIRGINIA

Letter No, 15 - 1930
May 6, 1930.

My darling Mother:

Your last few letters have come in such
rapid succession that I have not been able to keep
up to date as far as answering them is concerned, so
tonight I sat down and read them all over again and
have made out a list of the subjects that I want to
discuss with you. I also found that there were a
few older ones that contained things that I had not
commented on, It looks as though this will be a
very long letter and I hope that you will let the
length make up for the lack of frequency that has
been characteristic of my writing latelye.

It is very hot tonight and I have been
dripping with perspiration until the last few minutes,
but it has cooled a little and I made up my mind to
staxt in onethis letter, but until the last few
minutes I was afraid that it would have to wait amnother
day.

I am indeed glad thzt you are enjoying your
typewriter and I hope that it will give you even a
fraction of the pleasure and use that this one has
given me, I have used it for wight years and it is
still in fair shape. I suppose you remember that
you gave it to me for a high school graduation pre-
sent, I dont think that I have ever owned one article
from which I have derived so much pleasure and use,
Your letters are improving in looks and I believe that
if you will continue to use the double spacing and
watch that period change on your keyboard, that they
will continue to improve in appearance. I am in-
clined to believe that the Royal man's suggestion
about the faint ribbon is very good. All of the
typewriters in our office are equipped with the same
type as you have and they all carry the fain ribbons,
and the work that is turned out on them is indeed
as good as any I have ever seen, The company in-
sists on perfect typing and will not accept anything
that is in the least messy looking,

I did not think that you were dissatisfied
with your machine at all, In fact, I was very much
pleased that you were so well satisfied for you left

the selection almost entirely to me and I was might y




glad that my selection pleased you. I was inclined
to believe, at first, that there was something crowded
about the type spacing but that was because I had
been accustomed to seeing a page set up in a little
different form, The single spacing looks very nice
with indeted paragraphs and single spaced, After
you get on to it and use it a little more I sure that
you will be able to get the most satisfactory arrange-
ment,

My trip to Cincinnati did not materialize
as I found articles in Charleston that I could sub-
stitute for those that I wanted and I did not feel
that the slight difference in the ones I wanted and
the ones I found necessitated a trip there just for
the difference, Of course, I did want to see you
and I was very much disappointed at not getting to
make it for that reason, However, I could not make
a trip on company expenses under those conditionws,
If you want to talk to me I will try to get off this
week end and come over to see you and talk things
over, Let me know what you want me to do and I will
try to arrange it so 1 can see you.

You have not mentioned how Tommy has been

feeling lately so I just assumed that she is entirely
over her little spell and I do hope that this si true.
If it is not I want you to see to it that she takes
care of herself and consults a doctor about it, L
know it is useless to tell you that but I have been
gquite anxious about her,

I am so gdad that she could take the trip
home and I hope that it gave her the needed rest.
Those little vacations mean so much and I know that
she will feel much more like working than she did -
before, I hope tlet she will not take too many
and impare her work for I know too that they can
make serious inroads on a school routine if she
takes too many days off. Dont misunderstand me
and think I am criticizing for I am not at all but
I do want her to get as much as she can from school
for I know that when she gets a position and starts
using what she has learned she will have to apply
all of it and some more too and her skill will mean
a great deal to her, One of the important thing
about a professional school of any sort is the
training the students receive in high pressure
application over long period of hours, I feel sure
that she will find her seemingly long hours of school
will help her out when she gets into an office,




I know exactly how you feel about your move
and I wish that I could assure you that the feeling is
much worse than the move, I will never as long as I
live forget certain days in my life and those that
stand out as strongly are the ones just before I left
home for Georgetown and those preceeding my leaving
for New York last summer, In those two cases I did
not know anyone in the school or company and some-
times I felt that I just could not go through with
1%, When I arrived in Georgetown I was never so
lost in my life and I remember that Skinney and I
were both ready to turn around and come home and
I know that both of us would hlave gladly given up
any idea of a higher education if we could have just
gotten out of that town then, After that part of
it is over everything runs smooth and you feel that
you would not have turned around for anything. I
once heard a wealthy and successful man say that he
did not know of a single business, industry, or man
that could be successful in one place. We must move
to the centers of business and to the heart of the
markets and from there branch out before we can hope
to sell ourselves and our services or our goods. I
do hope that you will look at it in this light and
if you do I know that you will see the wisdom of
going ahead and making the change., Do not let me
urge you to do it against your better judgement for
I want you to decide for yourslg€ and be clear in
your own mind as to just what you want to do, but I
do not want you to harbor that fear of a move and
fecl that it is too much for you to undertake, I
would want to know more about your proposition and
just where you intend to be located before I gave you
definite advice about moving, that is the business
ete. If you go to New York there is one thing that
will stand in good stead and that is the fact that
you are a Southern Lady. Those Yankees look up to
a well bred Southerner evdry time and I am sure that
you will find that one feature a big help to you up
there, I am not discounting your other assets for
they will stand by you anywhere you go but the other
is of much more value in the North than it is in th e
South e

Judging from what you have told me of the
proposition I would say that it is a very fair one
but I would want to know more about the location and
prospects before advising you more strongly or defin-
itely.

Now about Tommy, I would like for her to
finish there in Louisville and have the advantages of

the connections with the school when she finishes for




they can do far more for - her than could the Newtons,

I thought that she might be able to get a room at the
same place that Cousin Anne stays for s month until
she finishes and then either join you and get a pos-
ition or get one there in Louisville. I do not think
that she could get one in Hopkinsville or nearby that
would offer her the possibllities that either of the
other places would., It would be mighty nice for

her to stay there at home and continue going to school
but I do not believe that she would get as much out

of it nor would it be as much to her in the long run,
This is given on partial data and I hope that you
will discuss it a little more with me before you

act on anything that I have said.

My last letter was very brief and I did
not get around to telling you all about the work
that I am doing so I will take the time now and
try to explain it te yous We are planning rather
& large rectangular funnel shped structure to divert
the water from the river into the tunnel, This is
to be placed about two hundred feet above the dam,
thet is, upstream from the dam, and will be sort of
a huge mouth to take in the water that goes through
the tunnel and finally into the turbines and back
into the river three miles below. There is no
theory to back up the deésign of such a structure
so they have laid out several plans, any one of
which might be the best, or any one of which might
not be at all good. Mr, Jones has given me the
Jjob of having models made and testing these models
in order to determine just which one, if any, of the
proposed structures will have the least losses of
capacity, etc. I have an ercellent carpenter
working on one of the models now, making it to a
scale of % inch to the foot, that is, the measure-
ments on-the-model will be just ome—twenty fourth
the corresponding ones on the actual structure,
It is entirely possible that the tests will show that
some other design will be better than any of the
proposed ones and that we will construct a design f rom
the data and information derived from the tests
rather than just selecting one of the designs already
made,

In order to make these tests I have to con-
struct a laboratory behow the dam here in Glen Ferris
ard that is some job, I have had about ten men




working for about a week digging out the place for
the concrete floor, filling in with stone, building
forms for the concrete, and putting up the pipe line.
Tomorrow we are going to pour the concrete and I
think I can have it all finished up by Thursday night,
that is, the baboratory itself. We are going to use
a siphon to pull the water over the dam and down to
our models, I am using an 8 inch pipe line and I
am here to tell you that a steel pipe 8 inches in
diameter is plenty heavy to handle and requires a
Jot of work to get it ready to put in place, We
have it about all cut now and the plumbers will

swing it in place tomorrow morning, I have been
working right hard for the last week or so but I
have enjoyed it as it necessitates me b#mng out of
doors and I feel lots better from it. I get on the
job by seven in the morning and work until five in
the afternoon along with the laborers. About all
the actual work I do is supervision and getting sup-
plies but that keeps me jumping and be night I know
that I have been up and around all day. I have
designed the whole works and the models too so I
have plenty to do. I still have some more work

to do on laying out the plans for the models as we
only have now the designs for the actual structures.
I am going to take some pittures soon of the labora-

tory and the models too so I will send them toe you
when I get them,

It has certainly been hot here the last
few days and I have gotten just about as brown as
I usually get by the end of the summer, We have
a right cool ‘place right down by the river but up
in the village it is scorching hot, I hope it
stays that way and continues dry until after I get
that concrete in place tomorrow.

I have not heard any more about my trip to
New England lately, but I was not due to hear anything
further, I will in all probability represent the
Company at the tests of models of the draft tubes
being made by the turbine manufacturess. They will
be made in the hydraulic laboratory of Worcester
Polytechnical Institute at Worcester, Mass. Unless
Mr. Davis would rather a man from the consulting
engineers office would be there I will get to go,.
I think the tests will be made about the middle of
June, I sure hope that I will get the trip and the
experience and connections with the men there but I
am not counting on it too much.







If I am not mistaken the beginning of this,
the sixth page of this letter, breaks the 1930 record
for the length of one of my letters, I had better
close before I go much further for I might want to
set another record sometime and if it was much longer
I have have a long wqgy to go to do it.

I hope to get another letter from you in
the morning as I have gotten so I look for them daily
now, Do write me when you can for 1 always enjoy
them and 1 want to know jmst what you all are @ ing
and planning to do.

I think that, for once, I have caught up
with you and that I have discussed all the things
that you have mentioned in your letters which called
for comments. Let me know the details of your
proposition just as soon as you get them and then
we can make some definite plans. Please forget
that feeling.of being unsettled and uneasiness for
I know that you will get over it when you get started
and it will only worry mou unitil then. It has lots
of advantages and you can get a lot out of it and you
know that you are not going to do it for but a little
while anyway.

Tell Tommy that I think she ought to prac-
tice letter writing a little and direct some of them
to.mes Now that she ean use a typewriter with lots
of speed I want her to write me, She can practice
all phases just by writing to me, And while I think
of it, this would be a good chance for you to get in
a little practice dictating. do it by all menas if
it does not interfere with Tommy's work. 1 have
found it one of the hardest things to do but one.of

the greatest time savers when you learn to o i 5

to express yoursglf properly in so doinge.

I will close by sending a heartful of love
to both of you,

Devotedly,
X':% A \ [‘ ) e

g?
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NEW- KANAWHA POWER GCOMPANY

NEW YORK OFFIGE
CARBIDE & CARBON BLDG.
30 EAST 42%° STREET GLEN FERRIS,W. VA.

August 2, 1930,

My da®ling Mother:

My train leaves in just an hour and a half and as I have
just about decided thet I can make it I will have to hurry in
order to take a bath, shave, and write this lebtter before it leaves,
When I wired you the other dey and said thet I would write I did
not kmow that I had such & busy week in fromt of me, Mondey night
I received & wire from Mr, Schroeder, hydraulic engineer, for Col,
Cooper, saying that he would be here the following morning so that
meant for me to get to work and finish up the results of the tests
which hed already been mades, Mre Davis came the next day and I was
expecting Mr, Jones on Thursdey but he did not come upe The tests
were finished while Mr, 2vis was here so he wired Y¥r, Jones not to
come up until later. I°had planned to have them all here on last
Tuesday but you know that best laid plans go astray most of the time.

Mro Davis decided that the tests had not covered all the
ground that they should bave so he wants some more made and we are

not making arrangements 88r these other tests, They will prob=-
ably end Tuesday or Wednesday and I will stay up he e until the
latter part of the week and then go to New York end finish up the
computations eand write my report there, and I expect that will take
me three or four days, making it ne rly the end of week after next
before I start south ageine

I really think that it is wieer for you to go on home an d
let me come by there on my way back to West Virginia, You can see
thet my plans are still in the state of reformation and I really do
not know just when I will get back south ageine This sort of trip
is almost legendary in our company in athat they always take sbout
three times a5 long as they expect Wwhen they start, Then T left
Sams last worlts were "I hope you get back for Thanksgiving Dinner
with us"e He went to New York for a few days last August and did
not get back until just before Christmase, Of course, I will not
stay anywhere near that long for I must be back before long to take
up the work thet I left off before leaving therey but it might be
two or three weeks yet before I start backe I will come by home
and stay there for a day or so if it can possible be arranged, and
it would take only a few hours longer to get there than it would to
Louisvillee so as far as the difference in the trip is concerned,
that does not enter ihto it at alle I do kmow that it would be
much cheaper for you snd I feel that you would be more comfortable
there with the family then you would be in Louisville, so I wuld
advise you to go home and stay until you feel that you are ready to
start in the work, I can get there just as easily as I could to
Louisville so your move will not meke the keest difference in my
planse

I hage had a very pleasant stay here in Worcester and
heve enjoyed it a great deal, especially since I have been able to
go down to see Aunt Agnes over each week ende I wired Uncle John




Thursday that I would be down.bgt then the work began to pile up

and I thought for a while that * would have to give up the idea

but I sat down and burned a 1little late oil and got everything in
shape and now feel that I am not doing the company woong by teking
the day off and having a good time, Adelaide is down there now
and, of course, I enjoy being with her wvery much, The first

Sunday I was there she and a feiend of hers came by in the morning
and Aunt Agnes esked them to dinmer so wh stayed around until late
in the #fternoon and then drowe to Rmxkmm Brockton and I went on

in to Boston that night, last Sunday she ceme over in the morning,
or I should say thet I went after her that morning, and we had a
swimy then-she wtayed to dinner. I had to take the Sunday afternoon
train back in order to get back to Worcester thiat night, I suppose
tomorrow will be a repitition of that schedules Aunt Agnes is
certainly swwet and always goes out of her way to make it pleasant
for mee Neither of them ever miss a chance to make my stay with
them as pleasant as possible.

I have just about &in hour to dress and catch that train
so I will close for this timee Please forgive me for not writing
sooner for I have indeed been on the run ever since I got started
into the testse Give my love to all the family and let me know
by wire when you expect to leave for home so I can keep you posted
as to my movementse

Devotedly,

¥

A

n

PeSe I am encloseing a check and I hope it will help you along
until the silver lining comes out to views




MILAM F. TANDY

GLEN FERRIS, WEST VIRGINIA
September

rt to a private note
you in private,

Tomorrow is juut a year from the dey that Dad died and
I went you to know thet T will be '(‘llll"l(lﬁg) of you a and that I will
feel all day that God good to us wa 'Lto rlm. I wish that
i r‘cwld be with you end to show 1 that T €. you more

; you ’igu 1a;ow that it ing
oh%»nge(‘x for us in the las \11, we }Ia\: od well and
'L‘hrwt the very near future v '3, lead us to even better tin

lmow thet Dad is proud o" for you hawme inde,xl shown a fox

and strength of character the h no one would and could appreciate
any more than he could ‘x'lr:.ve. T am so proud of you - I always have
been - but this last year you have shown me what you have lewo
taught me, character, diligence, and pl'e:wﬁ.h‘h‘xess, aside from the
multitude of other vittiues.

<
o
1
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I do not kike to mention other things in the same note
his but there are some bthers that itz to take up with

I know thet you will pardon me

I am sending you a check for $50,00 and I hope that it
p you a little, I do also hope that if it im not enough
et. me knowe

It looks if I will have to get me a car as much as I
hate to do ite A‘:i e from the fact cifi I am completely buri
here without one it is becoming necessary for the business as 'izbe
Job is from three to {@'1 miles from Glen Ferris and as soon as I
finish with this testing I will have to be up there nearly a
the time, I hate to spend the money on it but I belleVe 1t
the only Thing thet I can do, T can get g good buy ima~Ford
so I think that I will go eheed and do it, I hope that you will
not think me foolskh and travagent for doing ite For sbout
ix months I have been ’Lhe onlw one in the company thet did not
2ve & care I did not mind that but it goes to show that a car
practically a necessity, I remember thaet we discussed it
last winter and you thought that I should get one but I would like
for you to write me what you think at this time, I believe that
you know I would mnot do it if it were not practiwslly necessary and
thet I would not take on any additional expense if it were not soe

e ST
O

{733

Remember dear, that I will be thinking of you all day
tomorrow and Ithat I will also be thankful that I have had such
a wonderful Father and that I still have the most wonderful and
the sweetest Mother on earthe With a heartful &f love to you and
Tommy o

J..
Devotedly,
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MILAM F. TANDY

GLEN FERRIS, WEST VIRGINIA

October 28, 1931,

My derling Mother:

This is the third letter that I have started since my very hurried
note written in the office the latter part of last week, It looks like I
heve more inmterruptions than anyone could possible imagine and invariebly,
when I stert writing you, someone comes in with a favor to ask or merely to
talk. I have not been away since Saturday yet I have not had time to finish
a letter, Saturday afternoon I went into Charleston to have some photostats
made and came right on out reaching here before eight that night, Traffic
was heavy and the eighty mile drive made me rather tired so I lay down on the
bed and ropped off to sleep, I woke up late that night and just stayed awake
long enough to undress and crawl under the covers. Sunday was a beautiful day
and I could not resist the temptation to get out in the afternoon and that night
Ruth Stacey asked me up there so I went and found that she is getting up another
play end wantes me to take a part, I would rather take & beating than do it
but I can see no graceful way out of it. Monday night I started a letter and
Peter came in with the news that one of the boys from Alloy had & wreck down
the road so we went amt to see if we could help any and after looking around
for over en hour we found his car with nothing wrong, only absndoned and
locked ups He had run out of gas., That took the whole evening, Last night
I drove to Montgomery and on the way back remembered that I had not reported
some field information so went down to the office on what I thought would be a

thirty minute job, and when I got back in my room it was after ten. Thet is
the way it goes, I dont know what becomes of the time, I do nothing of any
conseguence yet seem to never have any time on my hands,

I have made a long list of the things I want to mention in this letter
so it seems that I will have quite a long volume before it is completed. I
have not written you a real letter in so long that I suppose you will not tire
of them so far apert.

I did not mean to frighten you about my hedlth, and I took the trouble
so lightly thet I guess I failed to put enough enphasis on the real insignificance
of it, A change in weather will always give me & slight cold and this one was
typical of the weather changing kind. I have been very interested lately in
securing records of weir experiments and these records date back for over
fifty years. I have been fortunate in securing these old publications at a
ridiculuously low price and have been buying them from time to time until I have
a real nice collection and a very instructive ome. I would come in at nights
and &it down to read and in a few minutes I would be so stopped up that I could
not be comfortable, It was thet tickling kind of congestion and I was miserable
for quite a time with its I woild go to bed and lay there for a while and then
feel fine again and always the next morning I thought I was over the cold.
That happened every night for a week and then I thought it might be the heat in
the Inn which had been turned on only that week. I went to a movie one night
and never felt better in my 1life, For some reason I did not read any for a few
nights and was perfectly well and then went back to it by reading one of the
oldest of the publications and immediately began to feel this tickling and
uncomfortable sensation and it dawned on me what it wase The dust from these
okd magazines and books had irritated my nosé, I told Dr., Pleasants about it
the next day and he said that it Was very probably the trouble and to seal the
papers in a Mason jar and put them in boiling water and thet would moisten the
gaper enough to settle the dut. I did that and have not felt the slightest

iscomfort since, I thought that was a very unusuel experience.




Dont worry about it any more for I had forgotten that I had been fe ling

bad until I received your letter. The sense of fatigue that I mentiomed
was one of the first symptons of that condition and I have not felt that

since I boiled the old records,

Much to my astonishment I found & check that I wrote out the first
of the month, I evidently failed to send it in one of my letters for the
other night I found it in the desk drawer, I am enclosing it with many
apologies for the delay, I will send you the one for next month just as
soon as I get my expense check and a couple of checks from the boys that
I loaned money to this month, I like to get these checks together and send
them in at one time, and I do not want to check any money out until I put
it in the bank,

We have been enjoying the most glorious weather lately that I think

___T have ever scen, It has been perfect, just cool enough to make & coat com-

fortable and clear, crisp, windy days with the leaves just the right colors

to be beautiful, This lasted for nearly two weeks and all of us enjoyed it

a great deal, The mountains are beautiful at this time of the year and it is

such a relief after the extremely hot weather and dust that we have endured

all summer, I always rather dread the winters but I rather look forward to

it this year,

I was mighty glad to receive your letter from home with the good
news about Tommy and you do not know the releif that it brought me,. I was
not so much alarmed as I was worrieds All of us have the failing of not
being too expéicit in writing of our sickmness so I was not real clearly
informed as to the true status of her health, I was indeed glad to hear

that Dr, Stites treated it so lightly and I feel that a real source of worry
haw been taken from me,

We received quite a let down about our apartments. I wrote you
before that Mr. Cherlton was just about ready to start them and that he had
all the detailed plans and estimates prepared and the contract ready for
the contractors, He told me right after that that he would have to post-
pone starting the work until he finished a deal that was started and that he
would sign the conbract just one week later that he had said originally,

Thet week was filled with catastrophe, His deal fell through and one of his
best friends was killed by the shock of finding himself responsible for a
bank embezzlement of several hundred thousand dollars, This man, a banker,
~w2s a8 very good friend of lir, Charlton and evidently went to Mr, Charlton for
help and it seems that he received it, and then died very suddenity from
what they said was heart failure, That left Mr, Charlton holding the bag
so to speek and he was taken with a stroke of paralysis and it is doubtful if
he will ever recover. Mr, Charlton had just reached that stage in life where
he was well off and apparantly fixed for life when this occurred, He sold
a coal mine to the Union Carbide Company and received stock in payment and
before he could dispose of the stock it has risen about twenty points, Like
a very wise man he sold out all of his holdings before the crash and after it
he bought only a little stock in the reliable companies. He told me this one
morning when I was down there to talk to him about the apartments. When he
told me what stocks he had I was very much surprised for I had thought he held
a great many,. He owns a piece of property about three miles down the river
from Glen Ferris which he was developing for a residential site and the place
where he wes going to build the apartments, That piece of property, one coal
mine on Cabin Creek(which he was going to sell before he built the apartments)
the stocks he mentioned, and govermnment bonds, were his investments, with ,
as he said, about seventy five percent of the total in govemnment bomds,
seemed on the ultra conservative side for anyone's money and safety.
Misfortune strikes certainly without warning,




I was indeed sorry and surprised to hear sbout John Starnes'
terrible accident, We hear of those things so often that they do not seem
unusual but to me it was most surprising to hear th=t John had been so
unfortunate, ¥or these reasons: He used to never drive a car on account
of his lame foot. You remember thet he used to tell me about his foot and
the agonly he endgured after his accident in the saw mill, He always said
that cold weather end automobile driving were the two things thet hurt his
most, I think John always had a taste for liquor but I remember that he used
to come in the store once in a while and be deathly sick for days after he
had taken only one or two the night before and I know that for years before
he left Hopkinsville he never took more thaen one or two drinks. I also recall
that he had a rather serious operation for appendicitis and it may be thet the
operation removed the real cause of the trouble as faras his drinking is con-
cerned, I certainly hope he does recover and that he will not be left in

the condition described in Auntg's letter, Whiskey and gasoline certainly
do not mix,

Gladys was very much interested in that part of your letter dealing
with the disaussion you had with Cousin Anne. I think that she would give it
very serious consideration even though it means a secrifice in salary at the
starts, She is making about $150 now, I do not know the exact amount but
from what she has said from time to time I gathered it was about that amount.
She would like to get all the information she could concerning it and urgent ly
requested th t Cousin Anne keep her in mind so thet if a position was vacent
she could apply. She did not write Cousin Anne as she gathered from your
letter that there was no vacancy at the present,

I dont know what to do about a vacstion this year and L want you to

tell me just what you would like for me to do, I would like to follow the

same plan that I have had for the last two years but there are some difficulties
this year that have not been present in the past, For one thing our staff has
been reduced and all of us are kept busier than we have been heretofore, and

as we will finish the testing in about another month thet means that Christmas
will fall during our busiest time in the office computations of the results,

I could not very well leave and have anything done on it during my absence.

I suppose that I could get off if you would be disappointed in my not doing so.
I want you to tell me frankly just what your plans are and what you would like
for me to do, You know thet things cen alweys be arranged.

I have notéced in reading your last letters that you are facing a
depression that has not crept up for some time and I want to repeat e admonition
of my note that you must not let yourself be swayed so much by the immediate
conditions, You have suffered interruptions th -t have interferred with your
work and possibly a notmal decline at the same time but do not let thet discourage
you nor worry you. Every business and every profession has the temporary ups
and downs that do not show up in the mass analysis of even so short a time as
a month, It is a natural and favorable condition. Continued byging is not a
natural condition of business and shows a stimulation brought about from outside
or unnatural conditions, Dont worry about it and when things get bad like that
Jjust quit thinking about it for a day or so and then resume again, You will
find that helps your mentel attitulle and that reflects directly in your work,

I was indeed sorry that Mammur could not get the relief that she had
expected and desired. I hope though that the dentists suggestions will relieve
her of the uncomforteble features of her teeth even though it will not help
the clicking.

This about covers my list so I will close tonight and d4s it is still
not nine thirty I will drive to Montgomery and mail this so you will get it

tomorrow., lMaihing in Montgomery cuts a day off the time of delivery.




I fully intended to write you a letter and have it in you hands
before the day that marked the second year since Dad's death but I was not
able to get it to you. I thought of him and of you & great deal that day
and I know that if }e could know how you and Tommy have teken hold of things
he would be indeed proud of both of you, He did not mean to leave us in the
condition that he did and I trust that he did not realize the state of affairs
at the end, for I know that it would have been a source of sorrow to him.

This two years, Mother, has shown what a wonderful person you are and the
character which you holds You have taken hold and have helds You started

in a profession of the keenest competition and you have fitted yourself to

rank with the best of the field and I trust that you will reap the benifits

and profit from your labors and study and I know that you feel the s&tisfaction
of a subject mastered,

I did not forget your birthday either and want to send you some
little gift but have not been able to find a thing that I thought you would
likes Not-being-with you makes-it very difficult to select presentsand
I want you to tell me whet you want, I do not want the reply that you do
not want anything but I really want you to tell me something that you want
for yourself, This is a definite request and I do hope that you will tell
me outright.

With a heartful of love for you and Tommy I will close for tonight,

Devotedly,

A
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MILAM F. TANDY

GLEN FERRIS, WEST VIRGINIA

ley 8, 1932,

My darling Mother:

It seems like a long time since I have written you, and even though
I am sure that it is what you will call the usual thing, it is really much
longet thah I wanted to wait and I am ashamed of the faet, very much so,.
The last flew weeks have been very hectic ones for me and I ho»e thet it will
be a long time before I shall have to spend. others in the same WaY e I
have been essigned some new work from time to time and it has kept me running
day and night and it is only in the last few days that I have been able
to wake up in the morning and not have a thousand things staring me in the
Yace, It is a fecling of .relief to-start a day end not feel that vou have
to do two minutes work in each minutel of the daye. I have missed your
letters which have not been coming so frequently as has been your custom,

I have just sent you a wire and I hope that it reaches you for
Mother's Day. I drove to Charleston yesterday and thought I would send
it from there last night but was in a hurry to get back to Mont gomery so
decided to wait until I got there and I had plenty of time as I did not
think the NMontgomery office closed until eight thirty, When I reached
lontgomery I found that they closed a half hour earlier so I had to wait
until this morning and then after driving down this morning and finding
it closed again I finally telephoned it to Charleston, Please pardon
it being so late but you know that it carries the love and affection that
it would have if it had arrived the first thing bhis morning, In spite
of my apparant indifference on the subject of writing I am sure that vou
know it is not any reflection of my love and admiration for you, Mother
darling. I wish I could tell me how much you are in my thoughts and how
I long for the time when we will not be separated. The mere fact that I
know the separation is necessary is the only thing that mokes it bearable
for mee

I told you some time ago that I was working on a book.e Well,
I realized that I did not have all the material necessary for it so I stopped
until I could collect the necessary information, I wrote many letters
requesting it and have had unbelievable success in securing the facts that
I wenteds -~ I-have-heard from professors; enginesrs; "and research experts
from all parts of this country and some foreign countries. I hesitated to
wiite some of the people but finally screwed up my courage end one night
I sat down and wrote them all and was amazed at the response I received,
I have heard from men in England, Sweden, Germany and France, and the response
from the ones in this country is even more remerksble, This correspondence
grouped on me last week and I could not let it drop after the success in
starting it. I am really very ple ased at the emount of information that
I have collected at practically the cost of postage, I have communicated
with book stores and periodical merchants in this country end in England
and Germany and have either received or have ordered almost every article
ever published on weirs et only a few cents a copy. I hppe that I have
enough information now to allow me to continue the study and eventually the
preparation of what I hope to be a book,

I have rather enjoyed the work I have been doing lately as it has
been a very satisfactory combination of outdoor and office work.e We finished
the survey and supervision of the transmission line right of way and the
clearing of it, The outdoor work waes good exercise and good exzperience.




We have started the excavation of the site for the surge tank and I have
that on my hands too,. Several of the boys have been let off and several
more given notice that they will probably not be needed very long so the
whole organization is rather in a state of turmoil. I have talked to Mr.
Jones again and he assures me that I will be retained until the end of the
Job at least so I feel safe about it, but for the majority of the others

it is rather an unsettled matter. I have been very pleased at the things
Vr. Jones has said and the confidence he has placed in me, Just the other
day several of the men from the E.M., Co., were at our office and Sam and I
were standing out in fromt of the office and Mr., Jones remsrked(not within
our hearing) that he would not trade those two(meaning Sam and me) for any
other six in the orgenization. We were told about it later by one of the
men to whom the remark was made, Bill Evans is one of the boys that has been
given notice so I suppose that puts a crimp in the sale of the amnuity,

I hate to see the organization borken up and some of the boys let go at

this time but it has to be done, The corporation is demanding curtailment
of all unnecessary expense and there is mnothing for a good many of them to
doe so it must come, I am certain thet I have a position for anobher vear
at Teast and,-inall-probability; longer thenthet in en operating capacitys

I am certainly glad that you got your trip to French Lick and
am sure that you enjoyed it a great deal, I think that it is wonderful
tht you can make these trips end it certainly is an incentive for work.
It is not only a very pleasant recreation but seems to be a way to keeg in
touch with the officials and successful men in the companyl I certainly
hope thet you will be able to make the others that are still to be had. I
do indeed look forward to the omne that would allow vou to come out here again,
I dont remember whether you told me White Sulphur or Hot Springs, and I em
looking forward to seeing you again this summer.

You have not mentioned your business connection lately but I
hope that it has been a more successful venture than you indicated in vour
last mention of it, I have always thought that you would have a hard time
finding anyone who could match you in ability and brains and I am afraid,
Judging from what you said, that the association haw been 2 handicap to you
instead of an assete Those things all work out in the long run, however,
and usually for the best,.

I was indeed glad to hear that Tommy lmd secured a position with
the Brown and Wiiliamson Compony and I hope thet it is one that she will
like and enjoy. The seemedh so anxious to have her and I am confident that
the one she has now will only be a stepping stone to a better one whenever
there is an opening, I think that she is just about the smertest person
I know-to-get jobs as she has in times  like theses, It is not only her
brains but her charm and character combined that carry through now, I
am indeed proud of her for I do think thet her achievements are remarkeble,
I heard a thing the other day which impressed me a great deal, The vice=
president of the E.M. Co, said that two vears from now the best recommendation
a person could have would be that they could say that they had held or had
secured a position during the years 193021932, and I believe that what he says
will be true, It is logical for it certainly menas that & person must be
superior in their own line in order to eifiher get a job or to hold one
over thet time,

Right after I returned from Louisville you sent me some handkerchiefs
end I dont believe that I ever thanked you for them. They were certainly
pretty and I have indeed enjoyed them, Those things that you send me are
always nicé and I camnot tell you how much I enjoy and appreciate them,

The hard thing for most people to see is how you can select the socks and
things for me and to get ones that I will like, I usually get the box at

the office and open it there and it invariably causes comment along that line.
Nearly everyone says that you are the only person they ever say that had such
consistent good taste, and my reply is always that if they knew you they would
understand,




I notece that this letter usee the last sheet of my printed
stationary and thet brings to my mind the question we discussed while
I was in Louisville, I am rather tires of just this type of printed
letterhead and I recall that you received an advertisement of some attractive
ones while I was there, If yvou can find thet circular I wish thi&t you
would send it to me and I will get some of it or similar stationary for both
of us, I am entirely out, as I have said, so if you can find this, please
send it to me immediately and I vill get some of it, If you cant find
it let me know what you want and I will get some printed through the company
purchasing department and thus much cheaper than I could elsewhere.

About two months ago Gladvs entered a subscription contest run
by the Upper-Kanawhe Times, & new newspaper being started in Montgomery.
They were offering a first prize of $700 for the person who solicited the
most subucrlo ions, $300 as second prize, then $100, $50, %25, and so on
down the 11n9 for third, fourth, fitth, etes They offered $20 to the one
quhnwtklﬂ‘ the most the first weck and she won that prize and received so much
encouTaenent "tHererom thet SHe bepan working on it in ernest with weeks
of enthusiasm and then weeks of feeling that she was not in the running.
The contest was supposed to run for six weeks and then they continued it
for two weeks more and it ended last night. Gladys won the second prize
of $300 and a more tickled person I have never seen, I have driven her around
a little and it was with a hope of a last minute rally that I took her to
Charleston yesterday afternoon, I was afraid that she was going to be
disappointed in the outcome for there were so many people entered that had
nothing else to do and could spend far more time on it than she could. The
girl who won the first prize spent every day on it and her liother did the same
thing, They secured eabout twice the number of points that Gladys had and
she barely oozed out on the girl that had the third prize. Incidentlly,

the third prize winner is a girl that works in & bank in lMontgomery and had
: [ girl : gomery
just about the same amount of time to put on it as #ladvs hade.

Before I started this letter I wrote down a num ber of things
that I wanted to say so I think that I have covered most of it in this letter,
Please forgive me for the length of time that I have let elapse and I
promise not to let it happen again, Time just seems to slip by and I
heve had so much to do that I have had the feeling for wecks that I was
crowding myself too close, but Mother darling I can even now see that it
is and is going to pay me in the long run, I know you will understand
and will forgive me, This is the first day thet I have passed in a long
time thet did not leave me with the feeling thet I hed left something
undone, Mr. Jones came up to my office the other day and asked me to do
something for him that Would require about two days and I sure had a sinking
feeling when he was talkwng. He went out and came back in about five
minutes with a sort of guilty look on his face end asked me when I would do
that work and I told him that night and the next, His reply was that I
had too "damn" much to do as it was, He sat down and talked a while and
said that he had seen me in the office nedrly every night and thet he did
not mean to overload me but thet he had gotten in the habit of getting me to
do whatever he wanted and did not realize how much he had been giving me.
It was almost an apology on his part and he said that as some of the others
could do this work he took it out and told one of the others to do ite It
meant some night work for the fellow he assigned it to and he objected to it
but it did him no good. The expression of disgust on lir. Jones face wes
aprarant and he came back in my office and remarkdd thet the boy he gave it
to had not done any overtime or much work during office hours in qxvte a while
so let him squawk about it, it would do him good. I want him to feel that
he can give me work and th t it will be done but I am also glad that he realizes
the effort I expend.




I cannot find your letter telling me about the insurance and the
amount that you paid for me but I recall that it was about ten dollars
so I will add that amount to the regular check and you can tell me what
the difference is so I can send that to you in my next letter. I
certainly do appreciate the way that you figed it up for me and I am
tickled to death with the arrangement. It mekes me feel thet I am making
some progress, :

I have rented a safe deposit box in the Merchants Natiomal
Bank of Montgomery for convenience and have placed all of my insurance

polocies and the annuities in that box, The rent there is
a vear and it is much more convenient for me than having them in the bank
at home,

I must close for this afternoon by again sending you my love on
this Mother's Day and assuring you thet you are in my thoughts even more
today than mssal. Give my love to Tommy and tell her how proud I am of
my little sister, and also thet T think she owes me & letter as i
about six months since her last ome,

Love,

only two dollars



MILAM F. TANDY
GLEN FERRIS, WEST VIRGINIA

Mother Darling:

After writing my other note or rather letter I meant to
enclose a private note for you but it slipped my mind so I will send
it in another envelope.

‘-

like to woory you about business matbers but I must
with you and get you to act on it for me, e received
cut in salary on ; in so much as we were all put on a five
and paid acconri y is is only a temporary condition
=T : further reduced and it will be
then necessary to go back on the full It se necessary

for me to discontinue the annuity for a few months and I wish that you
jould have it arranged for me to obtain permission to discontinue the
annuity for say six months and if possible to allow the insurance to be
continued over that period and effective, I dont know how the Insurance
Compeny will react to this request but please make it known that conditions
make this mnecessary and that I do not want to permanently discontinue

the agreement, If after that time the salaries are not further reduced
I think that I can resume it without any further trouble even if mine is
not restored for I will have then the chance of being ahead and to have
taken care of a few thing in which T was a 1ittTe behind, T do mot

like to ask‘this for our agreement was that I was to continue this but
with this cub I think it is for the present impossible for me to go ahead
without getting in debt on other expenses. I have cut my expenses to

e minimum and I intend to keep them that way. With & six month dis-
continuence I think that I can not only pay off the few things I owe but
build up a reserve to help carry the annuity through until salaries are
raised again,

I want to explain what the debt is to which I refer, I have
insurance policies amounting to about two hundred dollars coming due in
April so Harry Pirrung, eniagent in Montgomeny, finances this for me and
that allows me several months to pay it in instead of having to pay it
all at sne time, So you see that the cut coming when it did left me
with a note on my hands and shorted income with mwhich to mee tit,

If you will see to this for me when you return I shall certainly
appreciate it. I am sending Tommy a cppy of the other letter to you and
and mailing you, in Louisville, a carbon of this letter, with a note in
my letter to Tommy to the effect that this is a memorandum sbout my
insurance and to hold it for you theres In other worl#ts, I am sending
a copy of each of my letters to both Hopkinsivlle and Louisville.

Ageain I send you love,

Moo

—




MILAM F. TANDY

GLEN FERRIS, WEST VIRGINIA

July 17, 1932,

My derling lMother:

liy note of yesterday was written just to keep the elapsed
time down to one dey less thah it would have bepn had I waited until
todey to write, In that note I promised to write you a long letter
today and I am afraid thet if I had not so OIOHJSOd the letter would
wait another day for it is frightfully hot, I have an electric fan
blowing right on me and it only seems to intensify the heat, but
cut it off it is umbearable,

le have been having the most unusual weather thst I have ever
Seen. It has been very hot and rainy all summer and the temperature
will rise to over a hundred degrees one dey and then a sudden cool snap
with terrific rains, which have plavad havoc with the cummunity. One
dey about two weeks ago I woke up in the morning with a severe atrack
of indigestion and was rather uncomforteble until Dr, Simmons ceme in
and gave me something for ite At breakfast time it was raining torrents
so I decided, as Dr, Simmons had advised, to stay in bed for the day and
try to get the disorder straightened out, so that I did, It rained all
day and about eleven that anht Bill uvans came in to my room and asked
if I felt well enough to go out. He said that rather dangerous slides
had begun up on the side of the mountain and that the weter was pouring
off the hill so fast it looked as if all the houses just below the
Jones home would be undermined if we did not get the water ulverted.
I got up and went out and sure enough everyone had moved out of the
houses and some of the people at the foot of the mountain were beginning
to move oute As one man went into his house down below & big chunk of
the mountain gave way and aracblcully covered his house, He was not
hurt bet he lost no time in getting out the fromt way which was eway from
the mountd ne It continued to rain and flﬂﬂlly undermined the foundation
of Mr, Seymour's house end practically ruined three or four in the valley,
the water poured off the hill for hours and filled the lower portion of
the town with about three feet of water and ev ry cellar in the village
wasinundated, None of this water came from the river but all of it came
off the hill, I have never seen such cascades form where not a drop had
been a day before, We worked until four oclock and as everything was
under water we went to bed for there was nothing else to do.

The next day the Gauley river came up and almost flooded out
Gauley Bridge. For another week the weather acted very decently and
then there were two or three ¢loudbursts around Montgomery and three of
the creeks on the other side of the Kanawha river were flooded and millions
of dollars worth of damage was done, Hundreds of howses were washed
down the river from these creeks and some twenty people were drowned.
The creek velleys were stripped of everything and there are the most
barren looking places I have ever s en. The Red Cross and other organ-
izations are doing their best to relieve the suf ffering but the people
are pitiful, The coel mines along the creeks were nearly eiil ruined
and if they escaped all the roads and railroads were washed out and it
makes it impossible for them to operate. Times are hard Pnough around
here without the addition of the shut down of these mines and the added




hardshipe imposed by the loss of their homes and gardens., Along &he
creeks and rivers the only place for dens is on the banks and the
floods of both tup créeks and the rivers have almost ruined every

rden

Of course this had had no effect on my writing so I will
try to explain why I have been silent for so long. I have been having
to get up around five oclock each morning in order to measure the length
of our base lines and the other lines necessary in the determination
of the transmission line span across the river. When the day gets
real hot the measurements taken with a 300 foot chain or steel tape
are far from accurate due to the expansion of the chamm so we have to
start in and do this work early in the morning when it is cool, of
course We can, within certain 11mvtd, correct the measured distances for
the expansion of the chain but this does not give satisfactory results
when the sun is shining on the s . T%cn f0u, we have had to do most
f the angle measurements either 1y late in the day for the heat
waves almost obliter our t@rg ts at the triangulation stations,
At mights it hes just been too hot to do much writing and I have been
i to get to bed eatly enough to get a good nights &leep but find
thet I could not even Jlapp before ‘oozt leven oclocks, I have just
been putting it off from day to day in the hopes that I could find a time
when I could write comfortable and I am afbaid that my procrastinati
has been carried too fars

I want to tell you again how much I have enjoyed the presents
that you and Tommy sent me. I am afraid thet you became very extrava-
gent in my birthday gifts bubt I have indeed enjoyed them evey one
and I hardly know how to express my appreciation and thanks, There is
nothing I enjoy hore than nica pajemas and those certainly gualify in
every respect. That linen bathrobe is a joy. I can take a shower,
put thet on and come back to my room and even in this hot weather I feel
like I have had a bath and not just ready to take another one,

I certainly did enjoy seeing Aunt fgnes, John and Alfred
in Charleston. The whole party was such a surprise to me. Aunt Agnes
called from Clarksburg the night before and even though I had been
wondering just how ®he was «oing I had no kdea that she would come
through Charleston without coming down through Virginia and thet, of
course, would take her right through Glen Ferr;s. I dont know when I
have enjoyed & day so much as I did thst one,

I though that when I sat down here I would write you several
pages but my news seems to have run out with the expepuxon of one item
and thet is a wuestion., What shell I get Tommy for her birthday? I
have been racking my brain to think of something and have made two trips
to Charleston to find something and could not think of bubt one thibg
and when I started to get that I did not know whether she had one or not.
I started to get a nice week end bag and then hesitated in order that I

might write you and find out if she needed or wanted one. Please let
me know what you thing of this and make any suggestion thet you can
think of for her birthday is past and I have gotten her nothing. I
would rather wait md get what she wented &hdn to jump in and send her
something thet she néither wanted no needed,

I will close now as but my subject matter and myself are
about exhausbed. Give my love to all the family end I send a grea
deal to you.

Devotedly,
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MILAM F. TANDY
GLEN FERRIS, WEST VIRGINIA
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