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Firestone Plantations
Monrovia, Liberia, W.A,
October 18, 1840,

My dear Mothers:

Again I have allowed the time between ships to elapse and
have waited until the ship was in port before I sterted a letier to
you. This time however I have the afternoon before me as I am deter-
mined to write more than the hasty letter that has been necessary the
past few times. About all the work is finished for today and I am
staying in my field office until this and several other letters are
finished. I suppose I will have the usual number of interruptions
but I do hope to get a few more words down on peper. This boat is
the Humhaw so I will get Captadn Phillips to carry them over for me
again, I do not want to impose on him too much for he did bring a
good many paekages over the last time and I want to hold his good graces
for the more important items we need. He growled a bit about the
number of tings the last time so I am going to suggest that you do not
ask him to bring over anything this time. Mrs. Phillips did some
shopping for Gladys and we are sending them some whiskey and wine to _
show our appreciation but are going to refrain from calling on him too
often, Incidently, we have had notice of Postal Regulations forbidding
the import or export of mail by means other than the regular mails so
newspapers and first classs mail will hereafter have to go by the regular
mails, I suppose this is the first step towards censorship and we
are urged to have all mail to this country sent through the regular
channels to avoid any action taken against the cmpany or our sources
of information and supply.

The rains have finally borken and we do have a few days of
clear weather each week but it is still far from the dry seasen, In
the real rain season it rains dmost constantly and with only a slight
break now and then. In the period of &hange from rain to dry or dry
to rain the showers are intermittant and usually accompanied by lightning
and thander.  Periodie showers, or those occurring at about tke same
time each day are common. For about a week we have been having a shower
at noon but gradually getting later each day. It is now two ocleeck and
a real thunderstorm seems to be in the offing. It will last about
45 minutes., The other day we had 2.24 inches of rainfall during the
hour that I was at lunch. Late in August we measured 9.79 inches
in one night.

The little radio Gladys and I brought over from New York
finally gave up the ghost and quit. I put in new tubes and the radio
operater patched it up but said that all the condensors were absorbing
moisture and he did not think I would get much more service out of it
so I went to Monrovia and bought a tropical, short wave set which is
indeed a joy. I told them about the set I had and they asked me to
b ing it down as they would make me an allowance on it. I did do and
much to my surprise they offered me almost as much as I paid for it, I
took them up so quickly I was afraid for a moment or two they would
back out. We can now get all Buropean stations and most of the :
American short wave stations at any time, night or day. Gladys was up




late last night and heard many of the regular American broadcasts
just as clearly, she said, as we would at home on the standard or
broadcast bands., I did not know such gets existed until I saw the
ones out here even though Sam Simms did talk about a band spread set,
Instead of having the short wave bands about a half inch long this
set has 16, 19, 25, 51 and 49 meter bands $hat go clear across the
dial, that is each one does, each band being about 7 inches across.
That makes it possible to separate the stetions much better and also
makes tuning much easier. This set is twelve tpbes and it puts us
in a position to get news and comments ourselves instead of having to
depend upon others, It also gives Gladys something to amuse her
during the day,

And before I forget it, if you can obtain from the Loussville
radio stations a printed schedule of short wave broadcasts to Europe
and Africa 1 would certainly eppreciate heving one. Do not go to a
lot of trouble about it but sometime ago one of the broadecasting
chains invited foreign listeners to write in for such a list and 1
did nct do it so I would like to have ell the inf rmation on these
ackdules that you can get without any trouble to you. In time we
will pick them up and record them but scme would get by without us
knowing about them, Nearly every Sunday night we go to the club and
get home about eleven at night when the regular Sunday night broadcasts
are beginning but we have not been successful in receiving any as we do
not know where to look for them. The news broadcasts are, of course,
of prime importance.

Just a week ago today the U.S. light cruiser Omaha was in
Monrovia harbor end the American Consul gave a reception for the officers
inviting all Americans. We enjoyed it a great deal snd could not but
remember the article you clipped and sent to us as well as your comments
on that subject. Apparantly this will not idmxk be the last such visit
for this cruiser was supposed to stay five deys but was ordered home after
twenty four hours., It was quite a surprise to ceetain of the Furopeans,
the visit was.

I have been so busy the past few months that I have not had
time to write any of the letters that I had hoped to get off on this
ship. In July we knew that the Cathlemet would not make the nmext trip
out here and that there would be & period of six weeks to two months
when no mail would be going home sc I resoved to write a lot of letters
in that time but there has be¢n so much redesigning and office work
connected with our construction plens for the dry season to come that
I have bad to spend about twelve hours each day up here in this. office.
I hope to have more time to myself the next month or se and 1 want to
take some pictures to send you. It is hard to describe the meny things
we gee and I am afraid that my letters scmetimes sound as though all we
did was look around, but everything is so strange, or was, that I could
not resist throwing in a few descriptions.

Your letters are slways sc interesting and we look forward
to each ships errival in order to get them. In fact we drive about
thirty miles et night when the ship arrives in order not to have to
wait until the next morning. The mail truck foes to Monrovia and
picks up all meil that is assorted at the Post Office closing. time,
five oclock, and brings it back to the Plantation, arriving here
about eight that night. Since the office is elosed the meil ig left
at Kilian's and he lives fifteen miles from us but we go each night
after the ships arrive. You have been so sweet about writing, as well




a8 sending us magazines, papers and everything else, that I hardly

know how to thank you. I was sorry that were worried about the

empty letters which you received. Akron radiced that you were worried
and they telephoned the message to me out here se I had to gel Harry
Godley to answer it for me end he did not get it expressed quite clearly.
The empty envelcpes I assumed were the ones to which were attached the
Liberian stemps mailed and postmarked the first day of issue. 1 secured
then right efter I had come out of the hospitel and in my rush to mail
them in time for them to be postmarked on that day I could not write you
and explain sbout the empty envelopes. Afterwards I forgot about sendin
them. You hed mentioned that several of your friends had asked. about
the gtamps so I sent these for you to pass on to them, thinking that

you would like to do so, These stamps are supposed to have some
comrergial value in the stemp trading world but I am afraid that the
local authorities made such a venture of it thst they will have no real
value even if stemped on the day of isswe. I am assuming that these-
were the letters in gquestion for the orly others 1 have sent have been
carried over by membere of the steff returning home and they have been
mailed over there. Let me know if they were the ones you were referring
to.

I am sitting here trying to think of the questions you akked
in your letters and some of the things I hed planned to comment on but
as usual, under these circumstences, I cannot think of the things I wanted
to write. The family news is always interesting even if it is hard to
believe that Nell and Martha are old enough to be married. The news of
Aunt Agnes' and Uncle John's decision to move to California was a sur-
prise for I thought that he was still enthusiastic sbout New England as
the certein, if not logical, seat of shoe manufacture. I hope that his
new venture will prove a guccess and I trust that it will relieve him of
the strain of responsibility under which he has lsbored for se long. 1
had planned to write them but I am efraid that is one of the letters which
will not be written. I am, of course, sincerely sorry that lir. Eckles
condition does not seem to improve and I trust that the improvement will
coxe in spite of the slowness in starting. I think of beth him and Aunt
Pat a great deal.

The thunder shower that started earlier in this letter has left
us rather in the dark so I had better close for this time. ;
le#‘r', on rereading, sounds like the hastlly prepared one that it is but
I trust you will excuse it once more., I have been trying to use the
porteble for the last few days as these native stenographers are terrible
and, poor as my typing is, it is better than theirs. The juicy ribbon
has added nothing to the appesrance of these sheets which will probebly be
just one big smear by the time they reach you. Give the family my love
and Gladys joins me in sending the greater portion to you and Tommy.

Devotedly,
Juf

P.S. One of the boys has suggested that the Radio Guide mlght be
the solution to the short wave broadcast.schedule.




Firestone Plantations
January 27, 1941,

My dear Mothers

Once again I have allowed the ship to creep into port without
having a letter ready to send you. In spite of my good resolutions and
even starting several letters I just could nolt seem to get cne ready so
I have taken ratiér drastic measures to have not only a note but what I
hope to be a full length letter written by eight oclock -~ that is I have
gotten up early enough to allow me several hours to write it. Itis now
four oclaéck in th morning and I am writing from my field office and 1 do
not think there is much chance of may serious interruptions. I rather
surprised the watchmen by arriving so early, in fact I think they were
asleep and the noise of the car awakened them for they came running out
of their house beside the office waving lanterns and cutlasses(machetes)
and wearing nothing but singlets. When they saw me they were rather con-
cerned thinking, in their own limited way, that I had made a special trip
to check up on thm, I could not lose the opportunity to put my early
rising to good professional cause so I listened to their stories of wvigilance
and attention to duty and added to their stories my admonitions and also
my opinions of watchmen who slept on the job all of course in worlis of
one syllable., After this routine I statted the generator and settled
down to this letter,

Tommy's letter came on the last boat just a few days ago and
I cannot tell you how sorry 1 was to hear that you had been sick and 1
am sure that you know how much I trust and hoie that you are fully re-
covered by now. Her letter sounded so frank that I cannot but think
that she was telling me the whole truth when she said that you wdre
much better when she was writing and I devohtly +trust th=t the procéss
of recovery is now complete and that you are entirely well by now, She
also said that sk thought the doctors had gound the seat of the trouble
and that you would probably be relieved of the discomfort that you had
suffered for some time. This is all very comforting but I will not be
eagy in my mind until I hear from you and know that you are entirely
well, Do take care of yourself and be sure that you have entirely re-
covered before resuming activity.

The Humhaw is leaving today homeward and it makes me feel rather
homesick, in fact, I am afraid that we both rather long to take each one
tat leives port., Capt. Fhillips is ashore with us and we have enjoyed
bis visit very much. He has never been on the plantation in all the
years that he has sailed this coast until this trip down when he accepted
our invitation. Each trip we had invited him and he had declined but
this time he accepted and seemed to enjoy it very much so on the way back
he radioed and accepted the invitation we had given when he left before.
H eis very nice and we both enjoy him a great deal and I think that now
he has broken the ice and come ashore he will continue to do so each trap.
It is a rest for him and a very pleasant interlude for us.




You and Tommy were very sweet indeed to think of us Christmas
and both of us appreciate it a very great deal. We saw it was impossible
to do any shopping for Christmas so we had to pass it up consoling our-
selves with the thought that we could collect some African novelties that
would mean more as returning gifts than they would for Christmas. I
regeet to tell you that we have not yet received your presents. They were
sent to Cape Palmas by mistake and will be returned here by the first
homeward boat which may not reach here before Easter. Chris Lund
radioed us just before Christmas that it had been received and that he
would take care of it until he could get it up here. We were, of course,
very much disappointed but we have learned patience in matters of that sort
and can now enjoy the expectation that much longer. Gladys was so pleased
with the other tings that you sent later and I am sure that she is writing
you ebout them in this mail.

The Harmattan season started early this year and made Christmas
for us seem less like Christmas than ever. I do not kmow the origin of
that word unless it is an English spelling of an Arabic word but the
Harmattans are winds which bring down this coast the dust blown from
the desert and thy give us a taste of desert conditions. It is fright-
fully hot during the day and the air is dry and dusty but at nights is
is pleasantly cool. The sun rises and sets in these ctuuds of dust like
a ball of fire and there is no twilight; when the sun sets the change
from light to dark is almost as abrupt as the snapping off of a light.
This transition is so fast that it can happen while playing one hole of
golf, tee off in daylight and by the time the last putt is sunk it will
be nearly pitch dark.

Christmas day was like this but we enjoyed it nevertheless.
We had asked several people to have dinner with us and to share the
American turkey Capt. Phillips sent us when he went back on beard about
ten days before. It was delightful and all of our guest seemed to enjoy
it about as much as we did. There was = party the night before at the
club so we s}ept rather late Christmas morning and when we awakened it
was really hot but when we opened up the house the breeze came through
and in spite of a xmmx solar temperature of about 150 degrees our house
was cool and comfortable. As I have said it did not seem like Christmas
“but it was a very pleasant day. Gladys had a native tailor meke me a
nice linen robe for lounging in the cooler weather and I had found for
her scme ivory bracelets and native handbags of pocket books of various
sizes that matched, I did not have the slightest idea where to look for
anything for her but just a few days before Christmas on ‘the the landingo
traders came in the office and brought these things telling me he thought
Missy would like them for Christmas. I bought them and, not knowing
whether she would like them or not, I foolishly bought only a few pieces.
She, and all the other girls, liked the kxrmmmex bracelets a great deal so
I have kicked myself for not taking all he had. Ivory is hard to get
now for all the skilled laborers in the French Sudan, the source of
practically all African ivory carving, are in the army. Ivory Charlie,
the trader told me later that he knew this one man who was not in the
"war palaver" and would get him to make some more for me. If I get them
I will send them to you and Tommy but I have not the slightest &dea whether
I will ever get any more of not, these yeople are so unreliable.




It is now six oclock and for the past thirty minutes the boys
have been coming in to work, the watchmen having, I presume spread the
word around camp that I was in the office. Each one so far has come by
to say good morning and to impress on me that he wes here early. I guess
human beings are pretty much alike the world over whether they be savage
or civilized, black or white.

I suppose you heard that the West Kebar and the Otho, two Barber
ships were rather badly damaged on their last trip homeward and had to
send out distress signals. We now hear that the Otho may sail early next
month but we doubt that this is possible so the Humhaw or the Irmo which
left here yesterday may be our next chance of getting mail from home, If
tbs is true then you will not hear from us for about two months after the
next two ships return home. 1 do not have a copy of the latest shipping
gchedules but I think the Cathlemet will sail homeward about February 15
and the Laghaway about February 25, I am telling you this for about the
time you receive this letter these ships will be about to sail foom here
and, unless some ppovision is maRe for replacement of these damaged ships
there may be a rather long period immediately following in which we cannot
get letters home. You can probably determine with greater accuracy than
I the schedules but I thought I would mention this so that you would not

worry when the time came. Incidently, we passed a few days of ppprehensiion

as there were about ten of the plantation people on these two ships.

I wanted to get & letter off to Tommy also this morning but it
is getting daylight now or as these boys say "the sun he broke one time",
and since we have gbout 200 yerds of concrete to place todey 1 want to get
things rolling. Fred, who does the concrete wrok worked untii-about™
midnight last night 8o I am doing his job this morning. Tell Tommy
I do appreciate her letter end I will write her a long one for the next
boat. I have a good story to tell sbout my hippo hunt which I will
alsc relate.

Once more I want to express my hopes that bhis letter finds
you entirely recovered from your illness and I sincerely trust that
your discomfort has been entirely releived. Again mguy thanké for
remembering us at Christmas with the gifts which we still enticipate and
the radio which we received at the club Christuwas eve, If this letter
seems as poorly written to you as it does to me please excuse it on the
grounds that I am not accustomed te writing before "+he sun he broke",

If Gladys were here and aweke I am sure she would join me in
sending love to you both,

Devotedly,
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MRS. MILAM F. TANDY

FIRESTONE PLANTATIONS, MONROVIA, LIBERIA, W. AFRICA

April 22, 1941
My dear Mother:

The outward and homeward boats have an inconvenient
habit of crossing here just in time for us to get your
letters without leaving us time for answering them. This
time the Zarembo arrived yesterday and the Otho and Kebar
are leaving tomorrow. I am getting George lart to take
this letter on the Otho and I am afraid that he will
reach th states after the Kebar so if you do not receive
a letter on each one of them you will know that it is
because thy are leaving here the same day, There wil

a boat out of here every two weeks now for about two
months when we will again reach this phase of the cycle
we have just ended, that is a six weks gap between home-
ward ships,

I was glad that you enjoyed th 2tte wrote

some weeks a I went to the o in the
morning for I was afraid that it was a very uninteresting
affiar, as 1 think I mentioned several times. I am
writing at home now and it is about eight thirty and
terribly bt. The breeze stops about seven in the evening
and does not start up again until about midnight. That
makes it difficult to do anything after dinner but go to
bed and is the reason that we spend so few evenings
writing. Shakey ismvery comfotabble at my feet but he
cannot quite afjust himself to the noise of the typrewriter
so he changes his josition occasionly only to come back to
his favorite position by the door. The boys are finishing
their work and each one comes to the back door to tell us
goodnight, This is a daily ritual and they come in the




order of tkir importance. Its the cook, the steward
) b
Y, so for each of us

v
Y
L

the two small boys and the yard bo
its "goodnigh Adam", "goodnight Ben", goodnight Small Boy",
"goodnight Small Ben" and "goodnight Try Best" At this

n <4

stage of th evening only Small Ben and Try Best are at
' work,

One day just before Christmas one of my clerks

came in very excited and told me that his country bvother
had trapped a hippo and could not get him out of the trap
and would we please come hel} him, called Mr, Seybold
and asked if he wanted us to ge » eritter and he said
yes so 1 took some eguipment a gang of boys 1 could
trsut and went into the bush after ; We walked
for a couple of hours and came on the trap deep into the
bush and sure enough they had a young pigmy hippo in the
pit. We tried several times to 1lift him out with slings
but they are builts so that a sling just slips off so 1

—  had the boys build a country ienmce around the pit anc them—
#ie sloped the sides of the pit so he could walk out. We
had a cargo net which we threw around him and finally had
him so snarled in this and about 2 hundred feet of rope
that we could tie him up for transporting. When this
was all done I found that we were just about a half mile
down the river from the site of our new power house and
I could have reached the trap in fifteen minutes by canoe.
Anyway we boought him in and this boat, or rather the
Kebar,is bringing him to the states as a gift from Nr,
Firestone to Mr. John Ringling North as a teken of
appreciation for the loan of animals for the Firestone
exhibit for the Worlds Fair. Enclosed ape some pictures
I took in the bush. Included are two of a dwarf native
woman who followed us out of a town to wateh us "take in
the meat", The hippos looks like a 300 1lb pig and the
dwarf like any ebher one except that she is black. They
are very rare and no one on the plantation had ever heard

of her,




 FIRESTONE PLANTATIONS, MONROVIA, LIBERIA, W. AFRICA

You asked me to #dell you about the work and how
it is gelting along. I think we have made very good
progress but ther is not a chance of completing it until
next dry season. I never did think it could be done and
it cant for we have not received some of the foundation
materials for some of the structures. Everything has
been behind schedule for many reasons. I have had to
relocate some of the important structures including parts
of the dem for the foundations discovered after all
the specified excavations had been completed were not
satisfactory. Some of the necessary redesigns are not
complete and all material shipments have been hedd up by
war conditions. The dam is approximately half completed
as is the power house, Excavation of the canal is now
almost finished and a large proportion of the dikes have
been filled, The Tains are just beginning so we will
have to curtail the work considerably until the end of
next November. It is during the raing that I will have
time to take some pictures and send you some showing just
what we have done. It is interesting work and turning
out to be a much bigger affair than any of us expected.
In many ways I dread to see the rains start for this
will be the sloppiest, wettest place on the face of the
earth for the next seven months but it will give us &
muchneeded rest from the intense heat and dust of the dry
time. Also as the wrok cannot be pushed $o assiduousgy
I will have more time to myself and to do some of the
tings 1 have wanted to do.

Gladys and four otér gurls took a bush trip to
Cape Mount last month and all had & real good time and
a splendid experience but I will let her tell you about
it in her next letter. I was so glad that she could go




for it is something th t very few people have the
opportunity of .doing.

I have a long list of letters that I have been trying
for weeks to write but just have not had time to do. 1
will get down to them the first rainy day and really
write them but as it is I have been terribly busy and
limited as to time. As I said earlier it is Jjust too
hot at night and I am at the office from dawn to about
five or six at night, I received the gun and the letter
to Uncle Beylor heads the list, I now have some informatio
for the radio concerns who so kindly responded to your
requests and sent me the information on schedules, Trdaia
not yu=sk wish o acknowledge their letters without supplying
the information they requested so I will writee them zll
soon and give them the data 1 have collected.

I had really meant to write Aunt Pat but could not
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and time for the one I wished to write was not available.
I will do that before the next boat.
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1 know ther are a dozen things I inteneed to say
tht are not in this letter but 1 cannot think of them now.
In addition to the heat we are no suffering an invasion
of small black bugs that bite like fleas and are so small
tat thy come right through the screens.. They started
coming in sbout thrity minutes ago and I am cuite sure now
tere are thousands in this room. I must close so we can
turn out the lights to get rid of them. Sometimes it s
a flock of beetles and other times like tonight they are
very very small. Gladys has already given up and gone to
bed to escape then,

Give my love to all the family and Glaglys joins me
in sending a great deal to you and Tomuy.

ke
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Mrs. Howell Tandy
305 E. 16th Street
Hopkinsville, Kentucky




Firestone Plantastions
Monrovia, Liberia, W.,A.
October 21, 1941,

My dear Mother:

Thanks to Gladys! good judgement we have, for
the first time, comforteble facllities for writing
as well as the required materials, When she was in
Akron she bought a rebullt, standard size, Royal
typewriter and it is so much better than the portable
that even I am more inelined to write on 1t than on
the smaller machines, I have let her have a native
carpenter for the past week and she has kept him
busy building tables and stools for both the type-
writer and her sewing machine so our baeck bedroom
is really a much used room now., When I came in
this afternoon she informed me that everything was
set for me to start writing and I found that she had
even stuck this plece of paper in the roller so that
I would "have no excuse for not writing" as she so
graclously puts it.

I notice on the table beside me a rather fat
letter to you so I judge that she has told you all
of the local néws so I will stert back where I left
off in Babhhurst, I was sorry that my letter from
there ecould not be more in detall but I was in the
war zone and, not knowing for sure just how it would
be earried, I thought it better not to include
details which might cause the whole letter to be
destroyed, A very good friend of mine is going
home in two or three days on the chartered ship

———Acadla so I have asked him to take this letter and
mail it at home hoping thereby to get to you the
story of a very exciting and interesting trip.

We saw nothing that was of ilmportance and if I had
I would not write it and divulge it to anyone but
censorship is so strict that I was afrald then that
it would not pass. Incidentally, my letter to you
was the only one written there which was accepted
and taken home for I was honored by having an
official of the company offer to take it where the
others tried to get some employees to take them
contrary to the rules of the company,

We took off from New York that Saturday after=-
noon about on thirty after waiting around the Pan-
Ameriecan Terminal for over three hours, We made one
cirecle over New York, climbed to 8000 feet and headed
out to see and did not see land again until after




midnight when the lights of San Juan became visible.
That part of the trip was pleasant but uninteresting
as sea water the world over looks the same and there
43 1little to be seen from that altitude however we
did spot an occassional ship. The peculiar thing
about it is that you can see the wake long before
the ship is visible and about the only way we could
gee one at all was to spot the wake and follow 1t
until the ship was found, That is only understand-
able when you realize that they appear only about
four inches lone and a half inch wide and ther 1s
unlimited surface below you. We stayed in San
Juan only long enough to refuel and then toock off
for Trinidad, landing there the next morning for
breakfast in the Queens Hotel, a typieal English
establishment, By that last phrase I mean one with-
out screens and ice, with an abundance of flies and
waiters in dirty uniforms and cold, indifferent food.
Here two, we spent only two hours, but just long
enough to see the United States patrol plsne arrive
after completing its circuit of watchfullness from
some unannounced point. From Trinidad to Belem was
the most interesting hog of all for we were flying
a good part of the time over South America and the
terraln was interesting and varying., Neat Duteh
settlements, dirty native towns, deserts, steaming
tropics, plains, mountains and muddy rivers all
unrolled bedow us in what became a seemingly end-
less panarama. Another night landing in Belem
where we welcomed the thrity six hour respite taken
for the benefit of the crew even though the humid
heat of the place nearly got us all including those
of us that had previously spent time in the tropics,
We arrived there about nine ocloeck Sunday night with
plans to leave early Tuesday morning but one of the
Pratt and Whitney mechaines travelling to Cairo to

service the American planes there took the chance of
having one last fling and did not show up, The
combined search by the local constabulary and the
Pan-American staff failed to disclose his whereabouts
but the lug showed up just as the skipper had given
him up, drunk as a lord and looking like he had
slept with the live stock. We took off about seven
and reached Natal late in the afternoon, refueled
and took the air for the hop across the ocean just
ab dark and in the teeth of a storm, By this time
all of us had the greatest confidence in that crew
and felt no apprehension whatsoever for we had seen
then set that ship down at night with nothing but
their own landing 1ights, fly through storms and
even come in on three mobors when one conked out

50 this looked like duck soup to a2ll of us and it
was. That was the most comfortable part of it all
and T mast admit that I slept nearly the entlre way




across., Once during the night I was awakened by
the ship bouncing around so I glanced up at the
lights and saw only the "Remain Seated" one on

and, knowing that I had not the least desire to get
up, I turned over and went back to sleep, The
next morning some of the lighter sleepers told me
that there had been quite a display of lighténing
but I only have thelr word for it,

Bathurst at eight oclock Wednesday morning and
there our troubles began, Keep these dates in mind
we left New York Saturday, August 23 and reached
British Gambda Wednesfldy, August 27, On arrival
there we were informed that we could not fly the
remainder of the way to our airport here for two
reasons; first because the man wo had brought the
DC-2 to Bathurst for our use had gone to Cairo the
day before and had taken the keys along with him,
second, because the weather was too bad for the trip,.
So we were stranded, They took us out to the R.A,F,
barracks and of all the dumps that I habe seen along
this coast that is the worst. A fine bunch of
fellows if I have ever seen one but those poor devils
are living on native foods and under the worst con=
ditions possible for white men in this country, No
food, no planes, nothing but the will and courage
that has made England great in spite of her leaders,
They gladly shared with us what they had beut we
nearly starved in the twenty four houfrs that we
spent there, The first night we learned that we
would be taken to Freetown on a British destroyer
early the next morning and then we found that only
five of us could make the trip. When we boarded
the ship the next morning the destroyer turned out

" to be a corvettefSee Tife, May 19,1941), Four hours
out the ship received a signal(radio) to turn around
and piek up a convoy north of Dakar, So turn about
we did and looked for that convoy until Sunday
mroning mhErex when we picked it up about a hundred
miles out of Freetown.,X According to the officers
we missed 1t only four miles the first night, Those
blackouts are really complete, This was no pleasure
cruise for those boys were hunting the most treacherous
of game, the submarine, We liked the officers fpom
the first and they too shared with us what hhey hdd

~ and invited us to inspect and watch all the operation

“of the ship. ™ I spent two watches at night on the
bridge talking with a charming young officer who
had been a lawyer 1n London before the war, We
arrived in Freetown Sunday morning after having
travelled 1400 miles to cover about 400 miles of
coast line, The other six of our party left a day
later and arrived in Freetown a day earlier than




we did but they travelled on a trawler and only had

to worry about mines that Jerry might have planted
alone the eoast, It was Thursday before we could

get out of Freetown and then 1t was on the Sansu,

a British Elder Dempster boat headed for some point
farther down the coast and loaded with Hurricanes and
American fighters in the hold and Glen Martin bombers
on deck, I must admit that I was not too comfortable
when I learmed that we were to make the trip unescorted,
But we arrived in Monrovilia safely on September 5,

For several days after we landed weather
conditions-were—so bad that we could not establish
radlio contact with the akron station or you would
have been advised of our arrival much sooner than
you were, In fear that thebe would be Some
lack of commection I radioed to hawe Tommy advised

knowing that she would relay the message 1f you were
not with her, With the new regulations concerning
radio messages to ships at sea we could not get in
touch with the KeBar and let Gladys know until about
a week before they arrived here,

In reading over this description of our trip it
does not seam to convey the impression we had but it
is rather difficult to describe our reactions to a.
audden introductlion to the war zone and the activities
necessary to this confliect, We all enjoyed the whole
trip but I am quite sure that all the others shared
my sense of relief when it was over, and I am equally
sure that it would have been much more difficult to
have sold that crowd on the idea had we all known
what was ahea® of us, It was interesting and
umisual and, now that it is over, I am glad that I

———made 1t, but I am certain that I would not start
out ol a similar return trip unless 1t was something
that was expected of me in the line of duty.

Four pages aBout one trip is enough so T will
end it here,

=




\\ X /" N
éw,wm WL, 1y.a.
C ‘Hg,.,v\l,,{, ! .y gq’ q’ﬁ

T‘rm
A U, B inia

Y.

L {1 aA 2 J

AFUADARD™ (4,1
:

LY
4O VST Ae

3/ A [ L,-!" 4% 3_‘/“: l}A,‘ ,;’







Firestone Plantations
Monrovia, Liberisa,
February 3, 1942,

My darling Mother:

This morning I was delighted to receive your letter
mailed from Louisville on January 15, 1t being the first
one carried all the way here by alr mail, The others have
been flown part way and then carried here by ship but the
air service 1s now definitely established both ways and
this letter will reach you via the first official flight
from Liberia, Be sure and save the envelopes with these
Stemps on them for they may have some value some day, Of
course the®e will be hundreds leaving on this first flight
but a great many will probably. be destroyed before their
value is established. We are all so pleased that this
service has been established for the ship mail is such a
long and tedlious process that correspondence is almost
Impossible, our letters are necessarily unrelated, This
time you should receive an answer in less than a month.
The plane will leave Fisherman Lake on the seventh and
should reach Miami about the lelevnth or twelth, reaching
you the next day.

My last letter was carried by Capt. Phillips and should

be in your hands by now, I will try and have one on each

ship as well as each air mail but since the ship schedules

are not announced that part of the letter carrying possibilitie
will not be of much use to you. We will know, though,

when they are in port and can dash off a letter as before,
However, lets not write anything requiring an eanswer in the
ship borne letters,

We certainly enjoyed the notes added by Aunt Agnes and
Tommy to your letter and we read with especial interest all
your descriptions of her visit with you, We both wished
that we could have been with you and hope that it will not
be many months until wéd can get home,

Your Christmas presents arrived on the Kebar about a
week ago, Rabeck had sent them with the baggage of a passenger
on an earlier boat but this package, grouped with a good many
more,were in a case which did not make the earlier boat but
were sent on the following one, Dr. Donges, the passenger
did not have the slightest 1dea where this case was and since
it was filled almost entlrely with personal packages Bor others
he, as were we, was condlereably worried, Its delay made it
no less welcome and we certalnly enjoyed receiving and opening
it. One would think, judging from your selection of gifts,
that you had lived in the troples for everything was most
adaptable to this climate and just what we wanted and needed,
Even though this statement may seem contradictory, the hottest

season 1s also the coolest. The hottest days come during
this Hermattan season when the sands from the desert blow




down here and parch our skins during the day but at night
and early in the morning it is really cold, The morning
after I received the sweater and jacket I wore it out to
work and it fulfilled my requirements exactly. Handkerchiefs
I always need, In spite of all my precautions against
wearing them out the washman seems to wash them out., When

I come in the house after work and change clothes the house
boys see to 1t that everything I have worn is placed in the
wash and that plays the devil with clothes, Of course,
most of them need it but hanBikerchiefs seem so show the wear
of the washman more than anything else,

It is now just four hours since I started this letter.
Gladys played golf and the rest of the foursome come in with
her after the game, After they left we hiG dinner and now
it is time for us to go to bed and, during the week, we allow
nothing to interfere with that function for neither of us seem
to get enough sleep. Ben has just come in with the cooks
clock to be set with my watchso that I will have no chance of
giving them the devil about the clock being wrong. They
. have, all six of them, come into the living room and told us
goodnight and have locked up the rear of the house and gone
to bed, or rather given us that impression. When they come
in that way it means that they are giving us the chance of
telling them that one or more has to stay around but if we
tell them good night they take it that they are through for the
night and are free to go to one of the nearby camps for

"play". These little devils spend most of every night in
the camps and then are dopey all the next day. They depend
upon the sleep they get in the afternoons to suffice for
they never get more than an hour of so at nights unless we
keep shem around late when we have guests,

I see that Gladys has written you alsc and I suppose
she had included all the news if there is any. We may
put our letters in the same envelope as the stemp situation
is 1imited and we had to take some of rather large denominatio
in order to fill out our quota, I want to write Tommy
tomorrow so I will close this letter for tonight, I am
Sorry that she and Charles did not recelve my letters for I
certainly wrote them both, I woote them each long letters
but letters I received from you made me revise them both and
one night after a party at the club I rewrote both of them and
gave them to an officer from one of the ships who was visiting
us at the time,

Again let me thank you for the Christmas presents and
hope that every plane beings us a letter or more from you.
Glayds joins me in sending much love to all of you.

Devotedly,




Firestone Plantations
Monrovia, Liberia,
West Africa.

Mother, dear:

This is the first day that Gladys and I have spent at home
in over a week, About two weeks ago I had a slight attack of malaria
and spent two days in the hospital, then went back to work too soon
for last Sunday I had to return, the parasite not being thoroughly
suppressed in the short time I was there, I have been here now for
eight days and have been feeling fine since the first two days, which
were not so comfortable. Gladys began to chide me about taking a
vacation and the next day she piled up in the next bed with the same
malady. We are both well now, our blood smears having been negative
for the past few days, and both of us greatly rested by the solourn
in bed. By being in the hospital it does not mean I was ill enough
for that sort of treatment but out here we are not allowed to stay at
home when ill, When the doctor says go to bed we have to do it for,
in the medical end his weyd is law. Everyone gets "the fever" sooner
or later and one good dose is usually good insurance against another
for some time since your system is rather well filled with atebrin
by the time they release you. Atebrin is a dye and staing the tatient
with a yellow tinge for 'a month or so and that tinge is the brand of the
malaria patient,

-Dr. and Mrs. Campbell have been wonderful to us even to the
extent of sending us a bottle of champagne to celebrate Gladys' birth-
day yesterday. Wle were very comfortable and they serve delightful
meals. The only strange thing about the whole affair was the black
attendents, it being a rather queer feeling for a Bassa nurse to take
your temperature and pulse. They do surprisingly well, when you
consider that they are just one generation removed from the bush.
Most of the hospital attendents have been educated at one or other of
the missions and then received their training at this hospital. It
must have taken untold patience on Dr, Camjbell's part to train thenm
to perform so efficiently.

The time spent in the hospital was fine for wbiting and 1
have caught up on my crorespondence to a surprising extent. I will
take your suggestion and write Mrs. Major a letter if I have time before
this boat leaves. It is th West Humhaw and I am asking Capt. Phillips
to mail these letters in New York, He has been so nice about taking
letters, buying us things in New York and doing other favors. It is a
help as that is about the only way we have of getting things ashore with-
out raying a terrific duty. The things you have sent have been duty
free so far, however, and maybe our friend, John Dunaway, an American
from the State Department who acts as revenue collector and amkes the
budgets for the Liberian government. Did I tell you that his mother
was born in Hopkinsville and also that Mr, Ashley, in Akron, lived two




on Gentral Avenue, His father was working for the railroad and was
stationed in Hopkingville during 1912 and 1913. It was a queer sen-
sation to meet John and in the course of our first conversation find
that his Mother hadgrown up in Hopkinsville.

We have certainly enjoyed the papers and magazines you have
been sending. The Sunday Times is a weeks reading matter and gives
such a good resume of the world events for the week. The New Eras
were very popular with everyone who saw them as they constituted the
only day by day record of éwents here on the plantation. We, like the
rest of the world, as very distressed at the turn in the war and we feel
particularly sorry for the Danes, Norwegians and Englishmen. The
former two groups have not heard froh any of their families and do not
know whether they are even alive or that their homes are intact or
completely destroyed. We are just as safe as we would be anywheree in
the world for we are tucked away in a little corner as far from the
scenes of activity as we would be at home.

Gladys and I were both glad to see the things that you sent
and it was nice of you to go to all that trouble. It was nice of Mr,
Ashley to arrange for their shipment though I would not like to impose
too much on people coming out to bring things. Everyone out here has
found the best way to get articles is to have the store from which they
are bought pack them in a wooden case and ship directly with a stutement
enclosed in the ease or firmiy-attached on the outside glykkg_jhe emALL

contents and value., Unless they value is high the duty is'reassuable

as there is a sliding scale, \\\\ 
You mentioned writing the company about the description of ;

the tree felling which I wrote you. I would rather you would not do

this as they know all these things and the men who did the work will

be at the worlds fair.

I certainly made a misteke by not bringing a shotgun and
heavy rifle with me for hunting is a favorite sport and a very convanient
one since the deer meat is delightful, not strong like venison at hone,
but very tender and tastg. What we call deer are really antelope and
some of them are not over eightgéen inches high. Of course it is illegal
to import firearms of any sort but the inspections are too casual, pmr-
posely, to detect anything they dont want to see., By this I mean the
luggage brought in by passengers.

I believe Gladys wrote you a note on the last boat and she
probably told all the news if there was any. I have been pretty well
tucked away since that boat so there is nothing new to write. I do
want to take some pictures and send them to you in order that you might
see how we live and what is around the place. Since the war has cut
out the possibility of sending film to England for developement I may
have to send you the rolls to have developed and enlarged,

The raing are here and I am sure that no movie has ever told
the real story of a trapical rain. They are so different from anything




we have at home. During the transition period from the dry to rain
seasons there are thunder showers of torrentisl characteristics with
gquite a display of lightening zmim accompanied by viadlent thunder claps.
As the season progresses the-rains beome more freduent and last a Ilonger
period of time. Then when the season really arrives the gkies just oren
up and pour for days on end. It does not rain hard for & while and then
sprinkle, it just rains constantly for days without a moments resypite,

I was very much surprised however to see that, after one of these rains,
there might be a week of dry bright weather. They start and stop just
as abruptly as turning on and off of a faucet.

Since I have to go back to the hospitel this afternoon for an-
other shot of atebrin I had better close for today. These shots are
not so hard to take but since they give them in the stern the malaria
patient is not apt to enjoy a siiiing position for some days. In faet,
it is standing joke(no double meaning meant by that standing) at.the
hospital for a visitor to arrive and see every patient either iying on
his face or sitting on a stack of pillows. This shot is just further
preventative against a recurrence of the malady and I will go back to
work tomorrow, half days until I regain the strength lost/by a week in
bed and then full time again,

Ross and Peg Wilson are sailing on this boat and I have asked
them to stop in to see you if they are near Louisville. Ross is Chief
Engineer of the plantation and a very nice person, so is Peg for that
matter, His initisls are R.E. so if he calls and gives that name you
will know who he is. o

I wrote Bob a long letter about the wild and wopley Africa
and it contains just about what I have written you from time to time
but I have asked him to pass it on to you after he has read it. The
experiences I related hajren to everyone and no one has ever suffered
any bites or injuries yet and since everyone is on guard the snakes are
not nearly so dangerous as they were in West Virginia,

Thanks again for keeping us supplied with reading matter and
for sending Gladys the things. She joins me in sending a great deal of
love to you and Tommy. You have been mighty sweet about writing and
you cannot aprreciate what those letters mean to us. Keep it ur and
I will write you a long one each time a boat leaves. Incidently, the
air mail down the coast has been discontinued since it was French owmed.
Again love from us both,

Devotedly,
Mcum
\—”‘f'/
P.S5. MWy twping is terrible, please excuse it.

_OvER

Part of Gladys' letter is missing. I sent it to Pat and this is all she




returned to me, I am sorry because the account of the puting was most interesting.
The hunter collected his family for them- Gladys was the first white woman they
had ever seen and the ettentions to them were most unique, She also said they were
going again the next Sunady for a pionic- I wonder how yhey ate] It was a right
interesting letter but poor Pat- iys wonderful she remembers as muchas she does
and she is so in meed of anythinh from the outside that I pas the letbers om to her
first and @ this ome is gone I am sure. Of course its not impottant but I wanted you
to know why it was not all therel, She also siid the natives wer e most execited
about "Shaky"- wh o is the cutest dog ! ever saw and the only oms I ever really
wanted, I heted to see them take him but he has been agreat joy to them end
Gladys says a wonderful watch dog which I am glad she hase

Isnt it wonderfyl that £ rozen food cen be carried to the Equator in perfect conditaoR?

I thimk Gladys was right smert to +trdin her serwwhhs to sevve a dimmer like that,

dont you?
Int it funmiy about the man from Hopkinsville being out there- and another 4n
Akron- the ohe.who-gives e all-the informetion-e#to ships-ete- has liyved there

too} Pumny little Hopkinsville- ome cant escape it anywherel
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New-Kanawsa Power CoMPANY

Unit of Union Carbide m and Carbon Corporation

NEW YORK OFFICE
CARBIDE & CARBON BLDG. GLEN FERRIS, \X/ VA.
30 E. 42ND ST.
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the important letters being stuck away in some place
known only to them, Four of them are now searching
the house for your letters but I have only falnt hopes
of finding them before I finish this one,

One thing I remember is the stock, I wrote eilther
you or Tommy a long letter and included the history, as
T remembered it, but I think thet a letter I received from
you before it was mailed, made me discard it in favor of
a shorter summary, Here 1s my recollection: wehn I
resched home after Dad's death you told me that he had
given Uncle Will and Uncle Ed unlimited powers of atiormey
in order that they could place his affalrs in shape before
his death, Amomg the things they did were to dispose of his
business and to take up the mortgege onthe homee or loan
on his life insurance (I do not remember which) with eash
supplied by Uncle Ed, As compensation for this he took
the Zenith stoek at the price Bad paild for 1it, sbout
gsix dollars a share when it was selling for around two
dollars. I think it was only 200 shares rather than 2000
for I do not think that Dad was in a position o buy
the larger number at that time, The 200 shares stuck in
my mind even before you mentlioned the larger figure,
Mine is a lay opinion only, but I am confident this
transaction as well as the others seemed to all of us
more than fair, Remember this was 1929 and Uncle Ed
allowed us more than twice the then present value of the
stockk. As mch as I would like to think we could
collect from that branch of the family I cannot see any-
thing illegal in the procedure. How Uncle Will obtalned
the stock is something hidden in the mist of the past
and seems strange to us but I would bet that the entire
series of transactions are covered elgally. I would
trust Charles' opinion on this and do as he suggests for
he 18 in a position to give you far better advice than I
ame I am sorry that I cannot throw any morse encouraging
1ight on the matter and Twall-BeAntorestad In knowing
what he thinks of it in this light, Charles is confused
about the insulting letter Uncle Ed wrote me, it was about
my loen and not about the stock, Uncle Ed mentioned it
only once to me later and that was #hen I was at home
in Christmas in 1929, He told me thet he thought he
had made a good deal in disposing of the business before
the market opened that year and that he did not think
the purchasess would meke enough to pay the price but
that they were worth enough to collect the full price
and that he could hold the stock long enough to come out
oeven himself., He also mentioned that Dad was $2300
behind in his rent to Uncle Will - and that may accound
for the transfer,

Gladys is returning with some guests form the gold
course so I will close temporarily with the hopes that

I will have the opportunity of add
If I dont, Much lgge from gs bo%fh,ing = L e ser,
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