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Febrmary 24, 1942,

Dear Mother:

At last the air mail service is starting.
The letters which you sent airmail came on the Kebar,
which arrived last Saturday, a week mgm or ten days
ago., The letters came from Miami to Lagos, from Lagos
to Freetown on a shuttle plane and from Freetown on
the Kebar. Why the service was so late from this §nd
we do not know, except that the two govermments did not
agree. The first mail will leave from Cape Mount (You
will remember that is where I went almost a year ago)
February 7th.

There are many things I want to write about.
First, the package Came xE On the Kebar and was received
last Friday. The things are lovely. I wore the pin
Saturday night and had many compliments. The blue is
just my shade and I shall wear it a lot. I haven't
worn the lovely socks yet because both my heels have
been blistered. I wore a new palr of golf shoes and
the darned things were too bilg in the heels, I thought
they were when I bought them but allowed the clerk to
talk me into buying them against my better  judgment when
I was in such a hurry I should never have attempted to
buy shoes, Anyway, when my feet get well again I'M sure
I shall enjoy the socks. The bed jacket is beautiful.
I have never seen a nicer one and sachet is practically
indispensible in Africa, Thank you so much for all the
things.

Milam's sweater 1s perfect for him. He shows
it to everybody who comes in, It looks so nice with the
windbreaker too and the windbreaker is gust what he
needs for hunting. He borrowed one from Robbile the last
ti me we went hunting. He will write you about the things
himself, I know, Oh yes, I have gone patriotic these
days so the cards were just the thing. I have just fin-
ished a luncheon set. The mats are blue, the napkins
red and T use white dishes, and either white or red
flowers on the table, depending on what we have bloom-
ing. I'M quite proud of it.

We were so interested about Tommy., I'm sure
she'll be all right. Loulse Robertshaw is having a baby
about the middle of April and I've been helping her with
some clothes. You know it's impossible to buy anything
but cloth in Monrovia so without the aid of patterns we
made a dress, or rather I did and it looks all right too.
I 1ag§’awake nights trying to figure a way of making it
without the too obvious wrap around skirt and finally
succeeded.

%,)-\4‘;-0»———\ :




They are actually using the airport for small
planes and we have an airport manager and everything,
There was certainly plenty of excitement two weeks ago
Sunday. We were at Vipond!s for dinner when the Seybolds
telephoned and sald there was an airplane in. Of course,
we all dashed madly to the airport, which is about a
20-minute drive, The plane was going from Lagos %o
Freetown, carrying U,S. and British officers and Pan
American people, The skipper, who is the senior one on
the line was the flirst officer on the clipper which Milam
came over on., The planes come now four times a week and a
lot of people still rush down to see & plane come in,

Yesterday, we had a lovely day. The Chancellors,
Robertshaws and Milam and I got the the launch and went
down the Farmington fishing. Milam got two small ones,
Chance one small one and I got two blg ones. They are
not the kind we eat but the boys like them. We carried
a picnic lunch and two boys to pass 1it, pilllows, playing
cards and all the comforts of home. We playdd bridge
part of the time. There 1s just about room enough for
two people to -fish off the back, so there was just the
right crowd. We went early and gotback late but enjoyed
it a: 16t

We hope to get home not later than July but
Please don't count on it. Right now nobogy is going
home and nobody i1s coming out. Even the Pan American
people can't get passages on the planes because the

Govermment 1s using them all, At least that®s the story
we get., Most people think that the reason they Rmmkk
don't send people home is because they have no way of
replacing them but I rather think that wehn we -get ready
to go they will get us passages. I don't imagine they'll
pay Mllam's salary any longer than they have to,

Food here i1s outrageously high., A 1little meat
came on the Kebar, It was all allotted. One little
leg o' lamb cost us one pound five and a small roast,
which at home would be considered a good thick steak
cost one pound two. Since we got back here our Trading
Company bill has been anywhere from forty pounds to
53 pounds,

Mr. Firestone sent a radlo about the passages
home, saying that they were investigating the situation
but that considergng that this was an important defense
base we should all be patriotic enough to get in there
and "pitch". Some of the wise people thought that there
was a mistake made in sending or receiving the radio
and that the last word should have been spelled with a "b"
instead of a "P", You would have to live here for a
while to appreciate how people feel, Firestone is so
cheap in l1ittle things but I wont go into that now. It's
a long story and all the employees feel the ‘same way
about it.




If you Eam ever feel that you have time, and don't
get too tired of knitting for the Red Cross, I wish you
would make me a cardigan., I had a lovely cashmere one
which I bought from Peck & Peck's but it, like a great
many of my things, was either lost in that batch of
laundry Milam had done in New York, or was destroyed
by cockroaches. I usually wore it in the mornings here
and at night when we went hunting. Now I weat a dress-
ing gown until 1t warms up and close the window in the
pick-up at night. You'!ll think I have a nerve but
Milam's is so beautifully knitted I want something you
have knitted too.

About the wedding present for Tommy =-- I don't
know what to suggest -- I thought that perhaps she
néegded a little more of her silver and if so we could
get 1t for MeTrT AT yoUXNOW,“Wwe had planned to bring
enough leppard skins for a coat for her and will do so
if we can get them but the airport people are paying
three and four pounds for them and we can't compete
with that price. As it is, even if we get them at
the old price -- and we have a source of supply from
one of Ben's friends -- they will make a fairly ex-
pensive gift so we thought we would forget about the
Christmas part.

This is a very stupid letter -- I'm ashamed
to send them -- and the typing is as bad as the letter
is stupid. There are a lot of things I could write
about the airport -- it's purposes, ete., but I'm
afrald they, the censors, would cut out part of it and
you would get all upset wondering what they did cut
out and you probably know all there is to know anyway.

By the way, I enjoy the New York Times more
than anything we get out here. The News of the Week
is the stuff and I'm keeping them all since the U.S.
got into the war, Life too is good magazine for out
here,-as-well as at home.

Please don't take our coming home in June or
July too serlously and don't try to keep an apartment
vacant. If we come home at that time of the year we
would not want to stay in Hopkinsville any longer than
a week at the most, After spending so much time in
the troplics both of us want to vacation in a cool spot
if we can find one, Milam will want to get in some
defense work as soon as possible after we get home and
so will T, so it would be foolish for you to try to
vacate an apartment,

We are both pleased about Tommy's baby and
8 little endous, I'm afraid, no, I wont say envious,
because that is not the word.

The end of the page is close so I must stop,

I want to write to Aunt Pat and get the letter
on the plane. With much love to all of you, I am

jo AL
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February 12th,1942,

Dear Mother:

A lot of things have happened since
I wrote you a week ago., First,the date of the
airmail service was postponed one week, s0 you
will receive that lettjgfy;th this one, and, as
the stamps are scarce, A ohe first flight ones,
both of them will be enclosed in a letter which
Milam is writing you.

At the first of last week Mr, Seybold
had a radio saying that seventeen dignitariems
would arrive on Tuesday at Fisherman Take, He
sent the Elsie, a big lighter, up there but the
Clipper did not arrive. One other day he sent
The Elsie up but nothing haopened, On Friday he
had word that the Clipper had arrived and that
the men were expected in Monrovia at 7 o'clock,
We were asked to put up two of the dignitaries.
They arrived at 5:30 A.M.Saturday all worn out,
piled right in bed and slept until after 12 0'clock.
They were very nice men and from what they told
us we figured that they are Naval Intelligence men.
One of them was en route to Aden and the other %o
Turkey., We could not go to a party to which%Were
invited because one of them had to stay and watch
the Diplomatic Pouches, with which he was entrusted.
They told us a lot which we had not heard on the
radio and impressed us with the seriousness of this
war and at the same time gave us a gregy deal of

encouragament . :1!14.1 b.f(— ad- 9 ¢S av

I can't tell you how much we enjoyed
the first air mail which we got from you -- that
is, the one which actually came all the way by air --
debed January 15th., When you write Aunt Agnes
please tell her that we did not receive the radio
which they sent us Christmas end when you have her
new address please senfli 1t to us. We both thought
she planned to go back to California soon,

Another thing, did Uncle Baylor get
Milam's letter. He gave it to Stone, the Chief
Engineer on the West Lashaway, at the same time
he gave Stone the letters to Tommy and Charlie,
I'm worried about them - the letters, I mean,

I have a few more letters to write

even though the plane service was delayed a week,
This pr@erastination is bad and Liberia is bad

for procrai;;ﬁ%ZiiiLxl\ 1A~v<.’t4 alﬂ)
Ptul, Selad
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BARBER STEAMSHIP LINES, INC.
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