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The Louisiana Historical Records
Survey Project headquarters is located in
Room 300 0ld Criminal Courts Building,
Tulane and Saratoga Streets, New Orleans,
Louisiana., 0 P 65-1-64-197, The Project
is operated under the Research and Records
section of the Division of Professional
and Service Projects, Work Projects Admin-
istration, Official Sponsor, Department
of Archives, Hill Memorial Library,

Louisiana State University,
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FORLWORD
This report was prepared by John C. L. Andreassen, State

and Regional Supervisor of the [listorical Records Survey., It
is believed that the information it cmtains will be of interest to so=
cial scientists and public officials concerned with the location and
preservetion of materials relating to the government and history of
Louisisna end the Lower South, It is also believed that the general

L

public will be interested in this roport as an indication of the
manner in which WPA "white collar" work pays the state and its communi-
ties. For these reasons the report has been mimeographed for wider
distribution than was originally intended.

The Historical Records Survey had its inception in the
early days of the lJorks Progress Administration as the product of
hope for better records conditions on the part of numbers of historians,
archivists and public administrators, and a recognition of the devasting
social conditions which are an outcome of "white collar" unemployment.
Initiated by My, Harry Hopkins in early 1936 and placed in operation
with procedures developed under Dr, Luther H, Evans' direction, the
Histoii cal Records Survey was nurtured for some months under the pro-
tecting wing of the already established Federal riters' Project. The
work continued as a federally sponsored project until September 1,
1939, when a series of locally sponsored statewide projects were set up
to continue the work begun by the Historical Records Survey on the state
and local records of the nation.

The Department of Archives of Louisiana State University,
1

operating under the terms of Act 258 of 1936, has from the beginning of
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the work in Louisiana taken an active part in the support of the
Historical Records Survey objectives and program. Since September
1, 1939, the Department of Archives has been the official sponsor
of the project in Louisiana. Prior to that date, the Department
sponsored the publication of numerous volumes prepared by the Sure
vey. There are now sixty cossponsors of the Louisiana project.

Briefly, the major objective of the Historical Records Surw
vey is to place under primary controls the records of civilization
in these United States. Major emphasis has been placed upon public
records. By a primary control is meant such a compilation as a list
or inventory of newspaper files by titles of the newspapers. A
secondary control would be a name and subject index to a file of
newspapers. A second guiding principle governing the scope of the
survey projects has been that the work undertaken yields a published
result. The list of publications in this report gives evidence that
this principle is being followed in Louisiana. A third, but seldom exe
pressed principle governing the Survey Rrogram, has been acceptance of
the "progressive bibliography" idea. This is best illustrated in the
publications of the Early American Imprints phase of the Survey Program.

For example, the Check List of Chicago Ante-Fire Imprints was published

before the Imprints Survey in the State of Illinois had begun from titles
already located elsewhers in the nation's libraries. Publication in
mimeographed, or other near=print form, has kept duplication costs at a

low level; the aid of specialists throughout the nation has been enlisted
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