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Revd. and very dear Sir London Decemb, 31, 1775

I cannot with any face attempt to Justify my neglect in omitting
writing for so long, but must confess you have had great reason to com-
plain as I have not been careful to preserve as I ought such a valuable
correspondent, but I hope my dear Freind will not leok upon it in any
such light as he seems to himt in the first part of his Letter - it has
been partly owing to a Multiplicity of Business and partly to a leng bar-
ren State of Soul, that if you will believe me I have not been able to
Write, as I am at best such an uncommon Dunce that I can scarce write at
21l - The kind reception which my poor beggerly Scerible has mett with
from my dear Freind encourages me to continue, may the Lord send by whom
he will, & to him be all the Glory.

I would not have you think your case is peculiar to yourself I belileve
most of the Children of Ged, and eminent bellevers too (however everyone

I have conversed with) have trodden the same path before, and been exer-
cised in the same way, and that for a considerable time together., Would

it not be ridiculous to argue because we did net live under the aequater
where there is equal day and night, but near the North Pole where we have
(especially in winter) but 1little Sun, that we have no Sun at all, & its
just as absurd in a spiritual sence, we are not to judge by our Frames
and Feelings, the Sun in the natural World 1is continually shining in the
Firmement, tho frequently shaded by Cluds and Darkness, and so the Blessed
Sun of Righteousness remains the same Yesterday to day and for ever, he will
rest on his love which was from Everlasting & is to Everlasting; perhaps
you will say its good talking for you that don't feel the Burthen as I de!
I answd I know from sad experience what such a state is, and if you com—
plain thus I am sure I ought to be confounded and never open my Mouth any
mere, but lay my hand upon my mouth and ery our Guilty, Guilty- I have
lately had such discoverys of the Misery of Iniquity in my own Heart, as

I never experienced before — from the Crown of the Head to the sole of the
Foot I am nothing but Wounds & bruises, and putrifying sores, I do not men-
tion this because I would affect something, but its really too true, and
them words which you quoted, too much resemble my case — unatable as water,
thou shalt not prevail, or as St James speaks — a Double Minded man unstable
in all his ways — And yet I must own, notwithstanding I am toss'd about,
there is a Hope which supports me under all these Troubles that I cannet
give up, for if we come to examine the Scriptures from one end te the other
there is not one word against a poor sensible Sinner, but its full of pre-
cious Promises of Free pardon and reconciliatien, thro the Salvation that's
in Christ Jesus, and there is a mistery of Goodness to answer the Mi stery
of Iniquity - and when we look into the sacred records we shall find it ne
new thing to be exercised with such Heavz Afflietions& St Peter exorted
those to whom he wrote to think it not strange concerning the Flery Trials
which were permitted to try them, and in another place he tells them there
was a Needs he (for a season) to be in heaviness thre Manifold Temptaticn,=-
and St. Pauwl writing to the Hebrews speaks cof resisting unte Blecod striving
against sin, & tells them it is the common lott of all God's own dear chil-
dren te he thus exercised ( and that it's a lark of a child of God) and
that they may not he discouraged in their Spiritual Warfare, he bids thenm
ieok unte Jesus, and comsider what contradiction of simners (far more than
they do of Lusts) he endured against himself which was tc encourage them
a gainst being weary and faint in their Minds, sc that it's no new thing-
and we read of 0id Testament Saints walking in darkness and having no light-
and heaviness enduring the midst of cembatt ery-
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The Starbuck Family.

Samuel Starbuck of Nantucket, kass., was born Jan, 15, 17827, He mar-
ried 1lst, 1749, Abigail Barney. With his family he removed to Milford
Haven, Wales, (either direct or by way of Halifax) in 1795.

Among his children was:- Samuel Starbuck, Jr, born Sept. £9, 1768;
married Nov. 82, 1783, Lucretia Folger. Samuel Jr remcoved to Kilford
Haven after the Revolution and helped to establish a whale fishery,
which was a while very successful.

About the year 1793 a number of sea captains living in Nantucket, and
engaged in whale fipglfghgeg, were induced to go to Halifax, / Nova fcotia,
where the British government was attempting to set up a whale figsery
center. When the enterprise failed to prosper, some of the Nantucket
families moved to lillford Haven tc engage in a sililar industry. It was
in this way that Samuel Starbuck migrated to Wales, either by way of ;
Halifax, ot direct to Wilford Haven. His sons went with him, and it
was his sone Samuel, Jr, whc was the reclplent of the gifts from King
Liholiho, It is not imprcbable that Captain Valentine Starbuck's pa-
rents were among those who left Nantucket to go to Halifax or Milford
Haven., His mother was a Folger, and his father Reuben Starbuck, and he
himself married a London woman; but his relationship to Samuel Starbuck,
Jr, has not been determined.

(Bistory of Nantucket by Alexander Starbuck, 19924
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