THOMAS BABINGTON MACAULAY.

TroMmAs BasineToN MacAurAy: A famous English historian,
essayist, poet, and statesman; born at Rothley Temple, Leicester-
shire, October 25, 1800 ; died at Kensington, December 28, 1859.
He was entered at Trinity College, Cambridge, at the age of eighteen,
and won high honors, taking his Bachelor’s degree in 1822, and his
Master’s degree in 1825. He was called to the bar in 1826, though
he never more than nominally entered upon legal practice. As
early as 1823 he began to contribute, in prose and verse, to
« Knight’s Quarterly Magazine,” a brilliant periodical, of which only
a few numbers were issued. Among his contributions in verse were
the ballads of “ Moncontour ” and “Ivry,” and notable among his
prose pieces the imaginary ¢ Conversation between Mr. Abraham
Cowley and Mr. John Milton, touching the Great Civil War,” which
he himself regarded as not inferior to anything which he ever after-
ward wrote. Macaulay’s connection with the ““ Edinburgh Review
began in 1825. This connection with the ¢ Edinburgh Review 2
lasted, with occasional interruptions, about twenty years, the last
contribution being that on “ The Earl of Chatham” (October, 1844.)
He was Member of Parliament 1830-34, 1839-47, 1852-57 ; member
of the Supreme Council in India (residing at Calcutta, with a salary
of £10,000 a year), 1834-38 ; Secretary of War 183941 ; Paymaster-
General 1846-47. The “ History of England ” is his one large work.
Vols. 1. and ii. appeared in 1849; iii. and iv. in 1855; v., edited
by his sister Lady Trevelyan, in 1866. His “Lays of Ancient
Rome” appeared in 1842. His works have been published in in-
numerable forms in many countries; a complete edition, edited by
Lady Trevelyan, appeared in 1866. He was a keen critic, an eloquent
and convincing orator, and one of the most delightful of English
letter-writers. THe has contributed to English literature a vast
number of brilliant essays.




