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James Humphreys (d. 1830) was the author of "Observations on the Ac-
tual State of the English Laws of Real Property, with Outlines of a
Code"(1826); barrister, Lincoln's Inn, 1800; friend of Charles But-
ler, eminent conveyancer, and the first catholic barrister since
James II.

Sir Robert Peel at the date of this letter was home secretary in
Lord Liverpool's cabinet. In March of 1826, Peel had presented to

the House of Commons his program for the reform of criminal law, es-
pecially of those parts which which related to offences against prop-
erty and offenses punishable by death. The masterly bills in which
these reforms were embodied were the bills of Peel - not himself a
creative genius, but a profound appreciator of other men's creations,
and unrivalled in the power of giving them practical and complete
effect.

Beginning with Bentham, the codification of the law of England has
been the dream of the most enlightened jurists and statesmen. In the
interval between Bentham and our own time there has been an immense
advance in the scientific study of law, but it may be doubted whether
the problem of codification is at all nearer solution. . To Bentham
the problem presented itself in the simplest and most direct form
possible. What he proncsed to do was to set forth a bedy of laws,
clearly expressed, arranged in the order of their logical connect-
ion, exhibiting their own rationale and excluding all other law. On
the other hand the problem has in some respects become easier since
the time of Bentham. . The law has now been brought into a state of
which it may be said that, if it is not the best in all respects that
may be desired, it is at least in most respects as good as the condi-
tions of legislation will permit it to be. . . The earlier advocates
of codification founded their case mainly on the evils of judiciary
law, i.e. the law contained in the reported decisions of the judges.
Benthamts bitter antipathy to judicial legislation is well known.
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