OLD TOKEFIELD,
CRANLEIGH,
SURREY.

December 5th, 1928,

My dear Ralph,

Meny thanks for vour nete, cheques, accounts, and
statements, I am interested at ;e++ing 20 much upre from D D,'s
on account of 'Ducklings' than I expected. I only hope we shall
not find them dnn~c+inw most of it from subsequent accounts as
’overnaid rovalties,'

As to the Hutdhinson atoOhﬂ+q there are one or
two things that rouse my curiosity, 1I'l11 1us+ mentien them,
in case you are abhle to tell me anything.

-~ SUMMER STORM. I thought thev had remsindered the
balanc~ of the original edition; yet there are 3000¢ coples in
the present account, with 8 coples remaindered. Is this a re-
print? If so, it mny he a Ra, 6d, edition?

YOUNG FELIX. 29 coples are given as 'en hand' I
presume these bhelong to the 3s, 64, edition., I thought this
had been printed specially as a 3s, 6d, edition, Was it eimply

-8 binding up of the halance of the 7s, 6d, editioen?i..If there
was a qneoial prip*ing for ﬂﬁ. 6d., have they really sold it
a,,=1‘)\ / P \ ¢ ¢ : )

HATF - ChOwN hDLL;UN generally, I am pleased to see

that a few copies of this have been s0ld. BUt 1t seems to me
that ther might sell more copies if any reeders of my books were
aware of the existence of a half-crown editien, For example,
there was no mention on the dust-cover of 'A Brood of Duckliwvs
that the editien existed, and I never see eny sdvertisement of
the edition such as o+%er publishers frequently insert when they
are lssuing a new bhook by an suther. When we were recently up

in the notth, I mentioned *to the Literary editor of 'The Man-

cheater Guardian' (a Swinnerton eﬂ+kusia.+) that the editien had
been published. He was surprised, and said 'We haven't had it!',

I said 'No; for seme reason hu+chineons did not send ot all to

the press,' He said 'Pity.' Well, I don't like fussing, and it

is Hutchingons' bhusiness; ¥u+ I do’ think an effort might be made

to bring the hooks to the notice of those who like my books., After
al;, there musf he larger numhers than +hoee we hEVL had returned

to us (as sales) whe would buy and who would give the books, I

am not taking the Author's poin+ of view; but am thinking of what

I shouléd have done at Chattos, ququing the firm had relssued

ten novels in a uniform style, Don't meke a fups with Wally sbout
this: it isn't worth it. But if one day vou are *alking amicably




with him the matter might perhaps be mentioned incidentall He
will no doubt shortly be issuing 'Nocturne' in this form; and

it would be a good opportunity to raise the point., I may exag-
gerate the importance of an occasional advertisement; and Wa]lv
would probably be able to say that the set was travelled and ir-
cluded in trade lists and so on, However, what I am after is, I
think, that whereas uniform efitions of Wn3noie Tewrence, and
o+kers get advertised in 'The Times Idterary quplemen* ’ nc
effort seems to he made to impress the nublic with my own work
in bulk., I do not wish to institute comparisons with the two
men I have named (they could net be sustained); but I think some-
tking might he done to suggest to the world tha+ after all I am
in existence. See what I mean?

Yours ever,

J. Ralph Pinker, Esq.

I return the accounts herewith; but have kept the cheques,




