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20th., October '22 Dorchester.

Dear Rowland Grey:

I do not object at all to your quoting the first
paragraph of my letter, if you wish to do so, to Mr Courtney, though
I fear he will think commendation: (if 1t was that ) from an interested
party is not of much value.

I should 1ike to answer your present lettor more fully, but life
is too short. I forget 1f I said in my last that I wondered you had
not taken up my verse in preference to my prose.

Yours very truly,
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13,Regent's Park Terrace,
Gloucester Gate,
N.W.

July 29 1909.

Dear Miss Grey,
/ I send the Sprouts. as promised.

Therewere two or three editions published

and this is my only copy of one of them.
They can always be had I think through the

second hand booksellers at a slight

increase on the original cost.
=

I do not know that any great poet
has particularly influenced me unless we
are to class Carlyle as one, a8 I think we -

should, and Emerson as another. These

two were I think the making of me so far as

I am made. A later influence of another
kind, and here of course we come to a poet,
was Whitman, the only man to my thinking
with a trﬁe sense of the democratic aspira
tions of the race, and the democratic
significance of all the world history

ﬁreeent and past.

Very sincerely yours,

@
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Madame Linda Villari.

MADAME LINDA VILLARIL

THE wife of Professor Pasquale Villari, D.C.L., Hon.
Oxon, and daughter of Mr. James White, M.P.,

was born in London on June 27th, 1836. Her first

husband was Signor Vincenzo Mazini. She has

written two books for children, six novels, two

volumes of travel sketches and a monograph on

Oswald von W in, last of the Mi i

She has written English translations of all Pro-

fessor Villari’s historical works, also numerous
reviews and literary articles in English and Italian
magazines. Gardening is Madame Villari’s hobby.
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Sept. 24, 1892,

OUR PORTRAITS.
aftvior iy
MISS ADELINE SERGEANT.
1SS SERGEANT must have boen quite as much
ified by tho result of her latest
'y oxporiment. In publishing “Tio Story
%] of a Penitent Soul”” anonymously, Miss Sorgeant
has won for hersolf a braud-new roputation. - But
the awkward part of the affair is that the now reputabion is
won from a differont, public tha timo pro-
* sent the two publics are barely on speaking torms | The old
reputation was a very high and (both
material and nobler sense)
roputation of a novelist w hrilling and some-
" times melodramatic interest to tell, who tells it in good
vigorous Knglish, who permits hersolf no intervals of dulnoss
or pudding, who chooses her characters from typos well
approved and quite unambiguous. The public which gave
Miss Sergeant this reputation, gavo her likowiso many hours
ot its prosperous middle-class loisuro, gave her wholo shelves
roserved for her books at its circulating libraries ; gave hor
indirectly a handsomo proportion of its Mudio guincas. But
it could ot give her the dearest tribute of all—apprecintion of
hor best work. It noticed onco in a while that, asking for
Another of Miss Adeline Sergeant’s,” it recoived somothing
that was not quito up to samplo; somothing that dealt with
the complexities, not of family relationship, but of the
human mind; something to bo vaguely condemned as “ not
exciting.” Either becauso theso lapses
plausibly, bocause a literary reputation o
altered, tho smaller public which appraciates
work did mot dispute the posscssion of Mi
the larger public which appreciates good
But with the anonymous publication of her last book the
position of affairs is altered. The smaller
1aid hold of ““The Story of a Penitent Soul,” and n
00d it deferred claim upon the author of “No Saint” and.
© listher Donison.” Tho question is, which party will
conquer ?
1a effoct this was tho question which I put to Miss Ser.
gownt tho cther day, after congratulating her upon hor pro-
foundly impressivo work, Ter as an_explanation.
+ A book such as my Inst,” she said, “cannot be written at
frequent intervals ; it might be five years before I should bo
i Meantime, sho implied, novelists
meedful, considering tho exhausting
, that they should do o in moderate
When Miss Sergeant presently mentioned that the
i lotion of hor work

hor stories had boen written to
ughly enjoyed commission work,

the {ho threo I have already named; “and then I mave
i :n: st \I-y vt o Land-mado paper, and X
s ety dicrogardod all comvontions about, length.”
m peni > hrow the printer:
“Tho Story of a Penitent Soul” throw tho printe
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Upon our literature tho influcnces of that doctrine
in darkest thadows. What is more
writer may havo long

religious creed gai




=
&

24
7)
=







0l

X

Yours faithfully,
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