Without a doubt, the most picturesque character in Edinburgh
literary circles to-day is John Stuart Blackie, at once the most \'Omatlle
and the most famous of livi ing Scots. TFor nearly eighty-six years
Professor Blackie has been the property of the %cuttlsh 1)001)10 and
to-day, nowhere in Edinburgh can one breathe more of the healthy
invigorating atmosphere of thc old Scots than in the society of the
(hatmwmshed author of “ The Wise Men of Greece,” ¢ Four Phases of
\Iomls” and ¢ Self-Culture.”” Ie has been called * the last of the
Scots,” and certainly it is difficult to find to-day another man who
carries with him so much of the robustness and freedom of character and
thought which was so characteristic of the country which produced W alter
Scott and Christopher North. Not only as a classical scholar, with his
*“ Wise Men of Greece,” ¢ Aischylus,” ¢ Hore Helleniese,” and ‘¢ The
Iliad,” has Professor Blaclae cained distinction, but by his ¢ Four Phases
of \101“115 as a philosopher, and by his “ Self Culture”” as a moral
teacher, he has won a distinguished position in the world of letters. He
is a singer, too, and a singer who takes his notes straight from Nature.
But it 1s the man himself that fascinates most, and it \\'111 be a sad day
{for Scotland when it wakes to discover that the Grand Old Man of Scotland
has passed into the Valley of the Great Shadow.




902 BLACKIE (Professor) A. L. s. 2 pp. 8vo, Douglas Crescent, Edin-
burgh, to Colin Rae Brown, relative to a volume of poems
which he has received from his correspondent, he 1s always

busy, but to-morrow 1s Sunday, when he will read the book




Professor Blackic was fully aware on Friday
that his end was approaching, and bade an affec-
| tionate good-bye to his wife and adopted son, in
whose presence, togather with that of his sister,
he passed peaeefully away at the time mentioned,
just half-an-hour after being visited by his con-
sulting physician.  Previous to last spring the
professor could boast that he had never suffered
frore illness, but he then overtased his strength by
an ardnous lecburing tour, and weaicness of heart
developing his medical attendant ordered a three

‘months’ stay at Pitlochry, where he met Mr.Glad- |

stone, whose friendship he had enjoyed for years,

After his return to Edinburgh he only once |

the house te attend one of the opening lectures of

the Edinburgh University winter session. On
this occasion he took a chill, and gradually failed
in health, but he retained his faculties aimost to
the last, dictating an article on ‘‘Erasmus’ as
recently as the week before last. Grave symptors

develuped on Wednesday. . '3

Professor Blackie, who celebrated his
wedding three years ago, when he

of esteem from  various pri

public bodies, leaves no family. Ifi

‘e has left £2,500 towards the foundation of &

travelling scholarship for the study of modern

Greek in comnection with the Edinburgh

University. ‘o ¥ -

- The deceased professor, whose name and works
enjoyed a world-wide reputation,was born in 1809,
being the son of an Aberdeen banker. He was
educated at Aherdeen and Edinburgh, and spent
two years of his early life in Germany and ftllﬁ
For thirty years he occupied the Chair of Greek
Edinburgh University. He contributed largely to
current literature, one of the best known of
works being *‘ Self-Culture, Intellectual, Physical,
and Moral,” a volume addressed to the young,
ard tull of sound practical advice. Professor
Blackie championed many deserving patriotic
causes, hig husi once ar bei:ns
unbonnded. About a dozen years ago he succeede
in_raising a sum of £12,000 for the endowment of
a Celtic Chair at Edinburgh. g

THE LATE PROFESSOR AS A LECTURER.
- The late Professor Blackie was chiefly famous a3
O it Eppontaui. ot T T e o
of an appearance of Lis in that capacity we t
from an issue of the Christian Commonwealth,
dated November, 1891 : — gl
To get such a manas Professor John Stuart
Blackie on their lecture list was characteristic
of the enterprise shown by the managers of
‘Westbourne Park Institute, of which the Rev. Dr.
Clifford is president. At their bidding, or in
P to their cajoling, the profy pped
his plaid around him, put on his broad wide-
awake, and left ** the finest city in the world” for |
a much inferior town. i aay
‘The lecture was delivered on Tueaday evening,
last week, and, needless to ng, ‘Westbourne Park
Chapel was more than crowded. Th‘eﬂ‘mféuo
subject was ‘‘ The Highlaads and Highlanders.’
It would be hard to find a man who could handle
such a theme better or speak with more authority
than Professor Blackie. But it js safe to say that
| bis hearers were even more interested in the man
than in his snbject. AR Rt S
The most noticeable and most amusing
was the professor's total disregard of pl
conventionalities. Often the audience
train its laughter at the novelty
| nfththe ituation. ‘Once the ‘b" )
| rather rose—into song. e began
 Johnnie Cope,” and Bnished b; m
ng :— ¥
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:"b.{ow. Juh'li‘?i&. troth ye sr:tnliblaﬁe z

0 come 'WB M
Andluveyuul?;:niizoa{:l!a:m PR

Sae early in the morning. " Tt
O, faith, quo’ Johnnie, I got sic flegs
Wi’ ft.lgieh- u?symo&sn:n?i ﬁbe:nﬁpa
I£ T face them again, deil break m

o I wish you a’ gude moraing. - ; 5

The professor strode freely about the platform.
Once he almost danced. i o
the Psalmist’s injanction,
fimbrel aod tho dance.” Ho was

o1

§ stians, a

religion is like the skies—gloomy.

gaiety,” he declared, 1

Grecks and Hebrews and all healthy naf

This was aboat the only thing he found to c
ow-countrymen.  Still ‘i

The 1
the irreligious woman is
amonster.  Religion Ia tho. keystone.of the areh |
of morality,” He once asked some Dingwall folks
why they didn’t cultivate a few flowers nd
their church, and was told, * The lust of the
is danger.”  “ If we're ::iut'i'o spgi!"sdb?q&el
S Professor dem B,
hty make so many bonn‘i'e%nm“’” 3
Occasionally, when he wished to ressollxi ;]

~ He
oot habs iy DRloswmhres. A honce
ood— s my philosophy.” A hearty
ear ” came from Dr. Clifford. *‘That
| doctor,”’
hand,

that were not true.

0 ]
All gre: ” he stated,
‘“are a balance of forces,” and then add
“ Contradict that if you dare ! You may con«
tradict Blackie, but if you contradict Aristot!
you are a fool.”” Of course John Bull &
castigation. John Bull had once mshlgpronb\m
the Scottish dialect ‘‘ vulgar,” But the pro-
fessor declared, * There is no more barbarous
language than. fohn Bull’s, And don’t they know
that common people have truer and healthier
seutiments than those above them ? If is the wor-
ship of show and fashion that has corrupted the
upper sociaties of London.”  As the Scot’s lan-
age is superior to the English, so is his kilt
Egttei' than the trousers of the Sassenach. Res
marking on the abolition of the Highland dress
the professor claimed that it is *‘ the finest
‘most healthy dress in the world.” 7
| The greater part of the lecture was devoted to
consideration of the clan system. Its origin,
advantages, and declive were fully dealt with.
** What made Highlanders model’ men ?

| asked. Tt was the clan system, and this ho re-

garded as the most perfect form of organisation
that human keings ever took. Its rang from the
family and patriarchal idea, and developed &
 splendid type of manhood. Celtic fire,” he said, -
“ makes our Scottish soldiers so ior to yoar
tame folks in England. For strength and standi

out, and doing real work there is no man like a Hig]
lé.nd%:. Wtilzly dlt: men not stl;ooaed i:hthewuld.
Because they have no patlence, they cannof
endure’” What was the cause of the decline of
the clan system? It arose from that want of
balance which affects poetical minds—minds
overned mainly by sentiment. 'This m 1 :
o rash and foolish things—noble things, of
course, bub things that lead to their own i

(It was this excess of loyalty, 1 devotion

“head of the clan and king th

lands. * A fine sentiment may make a good s

‘but it may make a very bad policy.® )

the clan system with ‘modern meth:

‘ment, he ked, *‘The perfection of

doee not consist in its largeness. Londo
big—all big things are contrary to nature.”
the ideal state there would be * o
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