, Uharles AbDot, Lor er,
was the younger son of the Rev, n Abbot,
D.D., rector of All Saints, Colchester, and, in
1775, was elected a student of Christ Church,
Oxford. In 1777 he won the chancellor’s medal
for Latin verse, gnd in 1783 took his degree
as B.C.L., and soon after was called to the bar,
Tu 1795 he left the bar and became clerk of the
rules in the Court of King’s Bench, and in the
Same year was returned member of parliament
for Helstone, in Cornwall, He now laboured
in infroducing practical reforms of the law, and
the improvement of the public records, In 1800
he obtained leave to bring into the House a bill
for taking a census of the population of the
kingdom, and the following year the census
was taken, and has continued to be taken ever
since, decennially. He was now appointed chie
secretary for Ireland, and keeper of the Irish

privy seal; but these offices he scarcely held a
year, when, in 1802, he was elected speaker of
the House of Commons, which he continued to
be till 1817, when, in May, a stroke of erysipelas
forced him to resign. On the 3rd of June fol-
lowing he was raised to the peerage as DBaron
Colchester, with a pension of £4000 a year, and
£3000 a year to his next successor to the title,
B. at Abingdon, 1757; ».in London, 1829, 53%4
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