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Sept 12,1955,

Dear Dr Fromms

I an gbout half way through the Sane Socie which I received some time
agoe I am reading it with the greate erest and profit, and taking my
time, for I believe it to be your very best book, I thank you for having
Written it and for having been so kind as %o send me an inscribed copye

Once again I would like to tell you how closely I agree with your main
conclusions, that I have vead so far, and especially with your admirsble
analysis of man in our present society. The long passage sbout the Chicago
suburb, in the section on anaomymous authority, made my blood run cold,

In a way that sort of thing is more terrible than Nazism, because it is so
mich more insidious, It is certainly what we are wp apainst-- everywheres
I an glad too that you are showing up the danger, so great now in America,
of the psychiatrist becoming just another expert who lhelps industry to
manipudate ibs employees, :

I certainly agree with you that we ought to scrap the notion that
mental health is merely a matter of adjustment to the existing society—-
to be adjusted to a society that is insane is not to be healthys The trouble
is that those who are not adjusted to ity even for the right reasoms, have
a rabher hard time togs The statement you make at the bottok of page 176
has ny full agreements As a priest and a man decidated to Cod in 2 monastery,
I am bound to say that I am deeply worried by the falsity, the swerficiality
and the fundamental irreverence of what is so often hailed, nowagtays as a
"return to God", People have resurrected a lot ofMwords about" Cod and a
lot of concepts of rdligious things, but it sometimes seems to me that
they= wee are not too anxious to find the ILiving Gode At the foot of the
mountain, we prefer our golden calf but we do not even have the honesty to
invite a lbses to ascend for us into the smoke and commmicate with Cod and
receive His messagess I think, incidentally, that your page on idelatry (121)
iR is a most acute observation, along the lines that you have already
indicated in your other books,

I also like very much your pages on work, In giving some lectures on
art to my dtudents last year I went into Eric Gill's thoughts on work, which
are very similar to yourse I am sending you the mimeographed notes of which
I have plenty, in the event that you might feel like glancing through them,

I think you will find things to interest you here and there, and a further con
fimation of the fact that we ave trying to say much the same thing in our own
different wayse

There are one or two points on which I diisagree with you, Ii seems to me
that your statements about the history of various religions arve often rather
sweeping and arbitrary, For instance it is by mo means certain just what origi
mal Buddhism is-~ sk atheistic or theistice Then in your note on page 55 you
are certainly wrong in saying the original idea of Christ was the adoptianist
onee After all, how about the Gospel of St Jolm "In the beginning wes the
Wordess and the Word was made flesh", You could easily find plenty of Chris-
tian thought that would substantiate your idea of the dignity of man, lMost
of the Fathers of the Church looked at the Incarnation in that lighty and
Duns Scotus, for instance, is always speaking of the Humanity of Christ as
theassunptus homo", the man who was taken up by Gode This &s far stronger
than adoptianism, for it says that the Man Christ was not only "adopted"
but, the true Son of God == "prue G,d and true mam,”" Al our ideas on the
dignity of man, all our "humanism" really flows from the right understand
of the mystery of the Incarnation and of the reacpitudation of all in Chri
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If you are interested in a good exposition of this idea, De Lubae's
"Catholicism" brings ot out very well in the fizst cowple of chapters,

I have just finished giving some lectures on Ecclesiastes, comparing
it in the end with Lao Tse, I, was a fasecinating study for me. The Pope,
you may know, has come oub r&ther strongly in favor of psjmtpsychiatry
and even (implicitly) of psychoanslysis, and in passing he regommended the
Catholic psychiatrist to reread the sspiential books of the Bible for the
light they throw on man's psychologys To my mind, Ecclesiastes is the best
from this point of view, with its rejection of arbitrary, a priori and
wishful rationalizations about life and its insistence upon a real adaptation
to reality, much of which comes to us as wnknown and unpredictable-~ hence
also the acceptance of risk and the avoidance of dogmatism and of extremes,
the humility of faith, the recognition of our own limibations, the ability
to cooperate with others in a common endeavour, etce

Your book the Forgotten Language which I vead last May or June also
interested me very much,

Soghpey Did you, by the way, receive No Man is &an Island?I hope you
dide Probably you would not be interested in all of 1%, oy my part I
think the last few chapters are the more important ones, together with the
Prologue and the principles given in the first chapters I should be interes-
ted in your reactiony in any case,

Once again, if you will pemmit a personal observation, if seems to me
that your writing shows you to be one who has a very real sense of the
God of Abrsham and Isaac and Jacoby the Living God Who is defiled by the
images and concepts which we so easily allow to become idols and projections.
Your book would not be comprehensible without an implicitly religiocus foiumne
dation, without an implicitly monotheistic foundations

My Superiors ave considering letting me stop writing and go into a -
kind of retirement -~ perhaps even in the woods, I don't lmowe If they do,
they will probably desire me to sever the conmbacts I made as a writer; but
nothing has beensald dbout it so far and T trust T will be able to hear from
you until something definite is sald on the subjects But I would like to
repeat that I have profited very much by reading your books and by our
letters and want to express my pratitude, NO matter what the future may bring,
I would 1like to assure you that I will remain in spiritual combtact with you
by a continued sympathy and by my prayers. God bless yous

Very sincerely in Christ




