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KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY

Personal Reminescences

by
Curater 2. F. Bmith

Copys Transylvenia Records, by Mrs. W. T. Lafferty.

Wihe sbory of Xentucky University and of its beggénings with the

vestiges of Transgylvenia University and Bacon College, has been
told. In this procession of draxcstic events of more than a
century, we were of the young men who matricul:zted a® studentes of
Bacon College at Harrodsburg, in the year 18454 six decades of
years gone bLy.

$mhig Institution had then resched it meridian of success, second
in influence to none other under the suspices of our Brotherhood:
gave Bethany College, to which the presidency and prestige of
name of Alsxander Campbell gave urguestioned prededence tnroughout

what may be called the renaissgant vperiod of religion in the

nineteenth century.

"Oar studient comrsdes were mainly native to the Commonwealth,
most numerously re-enforced by the sons of planters from the
Southern Statesy as we remember them, & representative bog§U§§;:€ﬁ
;(Mtellegence and courteous bearing} a type of youthful manhood,
worthy of the virtuous citizenship form whence they sprang,

#The Faculty of Bacon College was made up of men of reputztion

in their day, well qualified for the work of the respective depart-

wents of %the instidotfew $8 w»hich they were gevers£iiy assisned




Jemes Shannon, ¢f scholarly attainments, of untiring zeal and indus-
try, and of loyal devotion to the cause of education and religion
wae our honored president. He wss, in physical st ture only, &
—ddminative Irishman, born, reared; educeted, end finighed, in
_Ireland: There was not & gpace for remcdeling #ndey any new
-enviropment. He was an unterrified Demoorat, and intensely South-
-804 —and-as-sincere-in-his falth se-wse Saul in defengs of Juda-~
—ism-or-of Chrisisnity. We well remember his oral débzte of days
—with Dr, John C. Young, president of Centre College, Danville, Xy.,
,effirming -the "Selvery is a divinely suthoriged institution?, Some
who-give sudience-—today, will wonder that the leszrned miniester and
scholer; Dr. fhannon,; should heve affirmed sush & proposition,
wﬁaéf%he%wliveawin~K@atuekymséxmdac&éesmai~yes;swagovuthﬂy.wnuld
heve wondersd that the loasrned minister and scholsr, Dr. Young,
w-uld heve hed the Beméerity to deny the propositien hefore a repre-
sentive Kentucky-andience, — ¥e -need pod -sey - thet the yerdiet of
the-metority was & victory for Dr. Shannon.
"isgbeiated in the Faculty with president Shannon,; were Dr.

Semuel Hateh, professor of Natural Sclences; George Mathews, professor

£ Lan s nd Henry H. White,

;;ofééié;;ig Méthematic;;o—the latter weii remeémbered by many pre-
senty and wham to know, was to admire and love, Venersted be the
nemes of alll Had we ss students, been as falthful in duty as
they were as instructors, it would have been well for us. The
good works they did live after them, even more than the fame they
#o well deserve. All have joined the great majority, and rest

now f%om their labors.

i

"On the opposite borders of the town of Harrodsburg, from the

site{bf Bacon College, was Greenville Institute, presided over by

/




-3“

Sanuel G.‘!‘«él‘lllinl, 28 f’amed then in ite way, for the slueation

of females, a8 Hamilton Colleze is in the present day. This

Ingtitution wese succedded later, by Danghber's College, made

famous under the presldeney of Johm Auzuetus @illiams. The

chief aim and Ldeal of the education of Woman in early ante-

bellum days, were the stteinment of the highest sceomplishments for

domestie and socdal life. 1In this nobds work, the teachers were

eminemtly successful, &8 many devoted vives, and mothers, and grafd-

mothers whom we have known, and & few of whom yet ressin with us,

beuy evilence,.

"Those were atirring times. The annai&tion of Texas, £nd

fhe threat of wer with Mexico, desply sgitated the minde of the

geople. and fermed the ilgsues of contest between the great %Whig

and Deémcorat parties. Annexation bepame an ac¢couplished fact, and

war waged in earnest during the colleze yesars of 1846 znd 47.

Vividly do we remember the bright May-day, in 1848, on returning

from the college seéssion at early noon, hearing the shrill, martial

n@i@s of the fife and the inspiring roll of the drum-beasts that

ee&ued through the stroets of the town. Wastening on %o the pud-

11& square, we heheld the great! crowd gathered around the court-
f;haﬁge, eagerly listening to improvised orators msking patriotic
{appealn to cltizens to rally to arme.

A\

H7he quota for Geptain Phil B, Thompson's company wes goon

made up., Six of our fellow-students, William T, Withers, Hobert

Baker, and four others whom we hsd lezrmed to love zs comrades,
left opt College ronks, and joined the riunks of soldiers 4n their
country's cause, Of these Willlam T. ¥Withers fell in the front of
battle, =t Buens Vista, near by the spot where Colonel W.

énd Lieutenaent-Colonel Henry Clay were slain at the head of their




regiment. He recie¥véd a2 wound through the body and lay for weeks
in the hospital, lingering between life and death, Be recovered
and returned to us, $to serve after as a Curztor of Zentucky Univer-
gity, until his deceass in Lexington a few years agoe. TFrave Beb
Baker, of Bourbon County, received a fatel wound in tne breast,

snd died upon th:&?:eld of bzttle. The pthers, afier honorable
discharce, returned, te become azain our worthy fellow-citizens.
Phig tridbute of menition we own %o thelr memories.

%" Bacon College reached the perihelion of decline late in the
decade of the "fortiesg and in 1830, ended its cereer of msefulness,
pagseing nnder the clond, and closing its doore a2s gur representative

Tistheel for Bigher educatior in Xentueky, for wint of sdeguate sup-
port or the part of the greast body of fellowehip, to whom its
fortunes had beem committed by its founders, ¥e psuse & monent,

to tnguire into the phenomens of this fallure, so burtful to the

intereet snd prestige of the Christien Church for many yesars. Do
we hosten to lay the blame at the doors of our good brethren of

Kentueky, snd alledge that they were unfaithful te & great trust?

1%t would be an inguastive to do so.

"Tn the darkest days of this eclipse, a walting Providence

found for the Brotherhood the max and the eppoftunity to insugunrate

the revivael and reinstatement of the College deestined %o grow and
fenslly to expend, into the purpose and planm of & great University,
a5 the suceessor of the former simple college of Liberal Arts.

John B. Bowman a graduate of Bacbn College, endowed with a splendid

wanhood, &n ample fortune, =srd rare gift for the work, entered the

field ss solicitor snd two years of successful lzbor, secured for

the endowment fund & total of nearly €200,000. Including subscris-




tions afterwards obtained for the purchase of Sshlgﬁa and Woodland
for the Agricultural and Mechanical College, the full amount thus
secured, approximated $300,000. Just preceeding and during thie
period, our Brotherhood in Xentucky gave %o their Hidway Orphan
Sehool, the Christian Education Society, and other sducational
institutions, over £200,000,

u¥e mention theds detnilsg in evidence that our Brethren in Xenw
tucky, during the interval of fifteen years, from 1850 to 1865,
with onme~helf the membere¢hip and wezlth of the precent day, gave

A1y half a wil Lon for the promotion of educe tions! entervrises.

witnegsed

the passling of tmo penevetions since, The sons

afc. grerdapons of these noble  apd wopthy sives, with & few excep-
ticne, heve, done ctavorstively 14ttYe 1n the Bise Jivsction, though
the resonrcer Tor sndowrents ave tvrgefnl b gk How taan they

were fiThy yesra agn [t A8 not the yod sta legs eppre~
ciative end degs doyel tn the sfeed wdnestional frosts commistted

to them, than we! theliy eires and grandegires, a4t 5o peried in the
higtory of the chureh heve the mémbhership e¢hown themselves as respon-
sive and liberal in the work of buillding ard meictaining churches,
suprorting their mipistere, and in contridbutien to miselion work at
home and ebroad.,

#his 1deal of a University took substantial feem as the logical
suggestion of fhe marvelous work of John B, Bowman, In its developn-
ment, every stige of the movament vag marked with the iampress of
his own strong personality. UWed, it 18 dut Just to mention that at
every opportunity, he wigely sought the counsel of tuat incamparable

mentor, John Augustus Williame, in hie day one of the most &ccomplish~f

ed sducstors, eéspecially of female mind and character, that America

hag ever produced.




"Under the legislative act of Jenuary 15, 1858, thirty citizens
of Xentueky were named therein ag & corporate body, to gerve as the
irst Doard of Curators of Kentucky University, as follows: John
B. Bowman, James Taylor, John Augustus Willlams, Ben G:. 243119,
A. 0. Kyle, A, H, Bowman, ¥ohn &, Dearborn, D. W. Thompsen, A. G,
Vivion, Fhil B. Thompson, W. A. Cooke, G, D, Runyan, A. §: Talbott,
P. B. Mason, Charles 7. Worthingten, G. W. Givens, James C., Stone,
4. G. Herndon; R. C. Graves, William Moerton, Joseph Wasson, John
gurd, ¥. W. McXinney, ¥. L. Williams, Johm Allen Gano, John I, Hogers,
gachary ¥, Smith, Robert G, Price, Theoéére T. Bell and Znos Campbell.
H0f the thirty named in the charter, twenty-eight have compassed
the brief missionsg of life, have sergéd for a while the ties of
coﬁyanianshign vith loved oneshere, and presed %o their rewsrds,
It wae our good fortune to personalily know them, each one, 2nd to
gerve with them inm the first meetings of the Board of Curvtors) it
is with picasure now, that we bear festimony to the fidelity with

which they received and cherished the trust committed to thelr

charge. But two ofﬁlkssc original cherter members of forty-seven

years e£go survives, one of whom, Captaln Pnil B. Thompson, retired
from the Boerd in the ‘aﬁxﬁies. en removal from Harrcdsburg. The
other coniinues a Cur&té?, the sole revresentative of the original
Body.

¥ihe Tirst Session of Kentucky Univereity opened suspicisualy at
Harreisturg, in September, 1858, under the pregidency of that
Seinted man of God, the menerated Robert Milligan. But the idea of
a University in its moet extended sense had been evolved, snd had
tuken deep hold upon the minds of many friends, The difficulties of
building up a circle of colleges around the éentral figure of a

¢ollege of Liberal Arts, providing for higher education in the several




learned professions and for the industrial utilithes, at Harrode-
burg, compating with fhc great unive}sities of the country, appeared
formidable. A more eligzible and central site seemed an imperative
condition of success. We shared this view of the sithtation with
others.

% Becoming & citigen of Lexington in 1880, and brought in touch
gomewhat with Transylvania Yniversity and its officizls, the idea
of & removal of Kentucky University to lLexington and the union of
the two interests, took fiiret form and found a first expression in
\an interview with the venersble Benjemin CGrats, them president of the

Transylvania BPoard &t his residence, 231 Mill Street, near by the

ﬁniv&rsity Lawn. The suggestion met with the enthuslastic apvroval

of Mr. Gratg, Ve well remember his words of endorsement: "Thisg,"
gsid he, "ie an opportunity for Transyl.vania such ss we hseve long
wikhed 2nd waited for, after years of experiments and failures.
Your young Brotherhood is maede up of ;embership who are wezlthy,
and strong, and aggressive, and who have the spirit of enterorise
to accomplish whatever they undertake. If such a consolidation can
be effected, I would heve hopes that the University would agsin
become, what Transylvenia was in 1ts earlier career, the leading
ingtitution of learning West of the Alleghenies.®

"A meeting of his Beoard was at once c¢:lled by president Gratsg,
and a resolution adopted giving full power to present the overture
for & vnion of the two institutions, at discretion, With Dr. Wine
throp Hopson, then pastor of the Hain ®treet Christian Church, and
also & Curator, we 2t once visited Harrodsburg, and in a first
interview, submitted the guestion to Curators John B. Bownon ithd
John Augustus Williame, They were favorabley impressed, but wonld

not commig themselveg farther than to promise to leave the issue




&n open one for the Board to decide, The point was now reschhed
to make public the purpose and policy of the chunge proposed,
that a full preliminary discussion might be had.

A% & meeting of the Curators eooh after, s resolution wes
introduced, fevoring acceptance of the overture of the Transylvani
Board, A angtciéated, the resclution met with earnest rrotest
on the part of those most interested in reteining the siteof the
ingtitution at ferro’sburg, The question of vested righte was
ylﬁmsibly‘urg&dg and‘intimations of injusgiton and of e&structiva
legialstion made.’ It was a stormy session, Wnilst a majority
snimitted the great sdvantages of change, the Board deemed it unwise
to attempt 2 move so serious in the facafof guch adverse conditiona
The matter was indefinitely postponed, and 1#y in abeysnee until
the destruction of the college buildings at Harrodsbure, by fire
in 1864, This calenity for that town became the opportunity of
Lexington, The removal and consolidation was finally consumated,
with Transylvenia by & decided majority.

“The opening of the first session of Kentucky University in
Lexington in 1865, with the College of the Hidle and the follege

of Law grouped with the College of Liberal Arts, to which wewe

soon to be added the Agrigultural and Mechanical College and the

Commerédlal College, was an event of 1ts history., fha;znatitution
now assumed something of the dignity and proportions of the ideal
of 1ts founder, There was promise of a brilliant future, and
patronage and prestigze came soon to redeem the promisd,

“In 1868, & resolution providing for the office of Hcpent of
fentucky University, was introduced, and sdonted by the Board of

C urators, confiring unusuzl powers of confrol of the varied depart-




ments and intercésts upon the person appointed, The measure was

opposed by some Curstors, on the ground that {4 would be a gquestion-

able precedent %o centralise so much power or control in the hands

of one ;afaan. The gajority, recogniging the marvelloug success
whieh had been wrought put by the geniue and energy of John B, Bowe
man, sné heving £2ith in his ability to carry forwerd the great end
gervrise he had pomoted, voted for the Regengy. They 444 mo, haviong
in view the one persom, Upon no other would they huive conferred

thig office of extraordianry powers and distinction. Ve believed
this eoncession he had Justly earned snd well desreved.

#nhe Univereity continued for a faw yenrs a caresy of success.,
#ut discontent and digsentions appeared at éimes on cu-stions of
srerozstive and poliey, which gendered strifes beyond the power of
the Bocrd to allay. As interpedtdd by some, the authority conferrdd
uposs the Regeney eneroached upon the precedent rights of the

neads of the several Paculties, snd upon the diseri
: tionery rights

of the officisry of the Institution. The unity of 2im snd purpose

wis seriously uffected, whilst strife within spread its gontagion

of Aigeffection throughout the Brotherhood abrosd. (One effect of

the crestion of the office of Regent, with its sloost sunreme

maplgterial powers conferred, was, that, in the discharge of the

yaried and complex duties assumed, the entire time aﬁé anerzies of

thet Fupctionary were employed, No opportunity wos given ofter

1865, to resume the work of incre:sing the yet {inadecuate endowment.)
" te pass over the inmterval of thifteen years, f:ﬁm 1865 to 1878,

when & majority of the Curators deemed it best for the Institution

to shbdlish the office of Regent, without comment upen the interven-

ing 8v§nts. This sction wes not in any spirit of d@crieniliness
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to Mr. Bowmen, or with any pdrpose or desire %o have hinm
sever his first official relations with the University, on
the part of his long-tried friends in the Board. 1I% was the
reverse of this. They were persuzded that the office and fune-
tions of the Regzency, had ceased to be in harmony with the
interests of the University, 2nd that the majﬁrity of ‘the
pafponizing Brotherhood were unfriendly to a continuance of
the ssme. It was the desire of these Curator friendes that the
feeling of friendship and confidence be restored(within and
abroad), that the extraordinary powers vestéd in the Regeney
be distributed to the heads of departments, and that ¥r. Bowman
be left untremmeled to resume his work 28 fiscal director.

flisfortunes do not oft'n come singly. One reverse does
. not complete the ordeal of chastening by trials which befals
the experiences of measures, as vell es of men. A reactionary
policy was introduced, which in a comparatively brief time,;
bereft the College of Liberzl Arts of the sustaining presence
of the zdjurct Colleges, lesving it almost the solitary figzure
of the family group which hed begum to fulfil the ideal of a
fniversity,. Bﬁt the processes of emasculation were destined
to find 2 limit, The foundations of the Institution had been
leid too resl =nd substantial, for more than a passing distur-
bance in the car-er of its miseion. Some valuable time and
some profitable work may have been lost, for which in returnm,
we have learned some lessons of experience which we could as
well have taken fop granted before.

wYne foct stonds $o the credit side, Xentucky University

has preserved an unbroken continuity of sessions, with an open

door of opporturity to the publiec, since the beginning in 1859.

Not a ygper has passed that it has not made record of noble




vork done in behalf of higher education. It bhas had its

experimuntum e¢ruciy, and not only servives; but has come forth
: &

through a new genesis, chastened in spirit and comely in
pregence, inspired with fsith in its own possibilities %o
live up to the law of a splendid and worthy destiny. With
happy re-adjustment snd harmony inm 211 its appointuents, with
inereacsing vropserity snd prestige, and sgain establisghed in
the confidence and fellowship of the Brotherhood and the

public at large., the future of Kentucky University vas

never brighter with hope ani promise then it 1s today.




