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PrROCEEDINGS of the COMMITTEE
for the Town of Newbern, and
County of Craven, May 31, 1775,

Circurar LETTER 70 thefeveral CommiTTEES of this Province,

GENTLEMEN,

E herewith tranfmit you a Copy of the Proceedings of our Committee, hoping
they will meet with your Approbation, and that you will think it neceffary, in
thefe Times of general Danger, to adopt fomething of the like Nature for our

; common Safety and Dgfence. We think it neceflary, upon this Occafion, td
inform you, that Affociation Papers have been circulated through this County (fuppofed
under the Direion of the Governor, as they are in the Hand-Writing of his Private Secre-
tary) with a dire& View to draw off the People from the Caule of Liberty, and to create in
them Sulpicions and Jealoufies of all thofe who openly declare in Favour r(?F reedom. Some
few very ignorant People in this County were by the Artifice of our Enemics drawn in to
fubfcribe fuch Affociation; but we have the Pleafure to acquaint you that they have been
fince convinced of their Error, with indignation tore off their Names, and now look with
Horror on the Trap that was laid for them. If any fuch Papers have been circulated in your
County, we doubt not they will, through your Vigilance, be eafily and fuddenly put a Stop
to.

We alfu tranfinit you a Letter from Charleflown Committee, which was fent to the feveral
Commit:ces in that Province, fot the better Information of the People at large ; which ex-
plains and fets in a clear Light the real State and Nature of the prefent Difputes between
Great-Britain and America, in which this Province 18 involved as well as the reft. It is, we
think, the Dury of the feveral Committees to inform the People of their Danger. We re-
main moft relpectfully, Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servants, &'c.

In tke COMMITTEE af NewserN, May 31, 1775.

i "V? HEREAS it appears by Letters from the Committees of Correfpondence in New
i York and Philadelphia, and by the Public Papers, that a)l Exportation to Quebec,
Niva Scctia, Georgia, and Newfouraignd, or any Part of the filhing Coafts or Iflands.-is
fupended.

li?ql/':-m’. That the above Meafure be recommended by the Committee to the Merchants
and fahabitanss of this Town and County; and that from this Time no Provifions, or any
0. "wer NecaiTaries, be fent from his Port to the Artuy or Navy at Boffon, unlefs otherwife di-
aeeled By the Continental Congres.

WHERTAS having received certain Intelligence that a moft bloody and barbarous Aétion
hath-lately becin comaitted by the Army under General Gage on the Inhabitants near Bo/ion,
wlhom they nnmercifully fell upon and murdered in cool Blood, and without Provocation, as
they marched through the Country, having no Regard to Age, Sex, or Infirmity; at the
j2me “Time ravaging the Country, burning, deftroying, and laying all waite wherever they
c.ine, uniil at lenzih they were met hy a few Companies of Provincials, who then thinking
1 nitves pitfied by all the Laws of ‘God and Nations, took up Arms in the immediate
Defnee «f their Lives, and by a manly Exertion of that brave Spirit which a good Caufe
neyor-fails t infp re, they, though greatly their Inferiors as to Numbers, providentially put
a Stop to their deftructive Carcer, and forced them to retreat with Precipitation and much
Lols, for near 20 Miles, to their Yortified City of B]a{hn, which unhappy devoted Place the
Army now confider as their own Property, in open Exclufion of the right Owners.—From
all wich it manifettly appears that the Briti/b Miniftiry mean no longer to receive the peacea-
ble Addreffes of the much injured People of Amcrica, on the Subjet of their invaded Rights ;
but are determined, fince they will not voluntarily make a total Surrender of their Freedom
and Conftitution, to wreft it from them by the brutal Hand of Violence. The People of
Avica are therefore now driven to this fatal Extremity—either they muft tamely fubmit to
Siavery, and agree for themfelves and their Pofterity for ever, to work for and maintain,
wich the Sweat of their 3rows, their proud Mafters and Overfeers, the minifterial Penfioners,
Placemen, and Hirelings, of every Denomination whatever ; or they muft refolve firmly and
pantully to maintain thofe Rights, which God gave, and the Conftitution warrants. The
latter Refolurion our Sifter Colanies have unanimoufly adopted, and accordingly have now in
the v old not lefs, from the beft Accounts we have received, than 25,000 Men, well difci-
plined, 2nd equipt weth a large Train of Artillery, and cvery Kind of military Implement ne-
ceiliry for immediate Action.

And whereas there is much Reafon to fear, in thefe Times of general Tumult and Confu-
fion, thas the Slaves may be initigated and encouraged by our inveterate Enemies to an Infur-
tection, which in our prefent detencelefs State might have the moft dreadful Confequences;

. we therefore, induced by thefe moft weighty Confiderations, do think it our indifpenfiblp

Duty to take every Precaution that Psudence and Forethought can poffibly fuggeft, fo as to
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-as Lord North openly declared, To pIsuITE the Americans
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in ‘Time againft the worft Event that may happen. We therefore recommend it
z:ongy t?o‘\:' ,(!Z.onﬁ.ituenu, the Inhabitants of Newbern and Craven County, that they form
themfelves immediately into Companies, and nominate proper Officers o each Company ;
that fuch Officers, when nominated, ufe unwearied Diligence in inftructing their refpettive
Companies in the Ufeof Arms ; and from Time to Time, as they fhall judge expedient, that
they fend out Detachments to patrol and fearch the Negro Houfes, and ali other fufpeted
Places within their feveral Diftricts, giving ftri& Orders to the Officer of fuch Detachment
to feize all Arms and Ammunition found in their Pofleffon, and to apprehend and carry be-
fore the next Magiftrate alt fuch Negroes as they thall find under Circumftances of Sufpicion,
to be dealt with according to Law.
The following Perfons are appointed forl the prefenit to fummon together the feveral Com-
anies, viz. Abner Nafb, Lovick Fones, Richard Blackledge, Charles Grawford, Miofes Anond,
ohn Gray Blount, Lemuel Hatch, Nathan Bryan, Levi Dawfon, Fr{derid Hargett, Francis
illamar, Samuel Smith, Richard Nickfon, and Thomas McLin. And in Qrder that the moft
perfe& Union and good Underftanding may prevail amongft the good People of this County
and Town on Subje@s of fuch Importance, it is further recommended that the feveral Com-
panies, fo to be farmed as aforefaid, do meet in their feveral Diftri&s twice in a Monch, if
convenient, to advife and confult together how they may beft a& with united £ orce, in Cafe
of any fudden and dangerous Emergency. i ! L
Refolved, That the Proceedings of this Committee be printed and made public, with the
printed Letter from the Committee of South-Carolina to the Inhabitants of their Province,
explaining the real State and Nature of the prefent Difputes between Great-55ritain and Anie-
rica.

A CircuLAR LETTER 70 the CoMMITTEES in the feveral Dijiriéls and
Parifbes of Seuth Carolina.

GENTLEMEN, CuarLESTOWN, April 27, 1773.

H E General Comnmittee thinking it of the higheft Importance that the Comuntices int
T the interior Parts of the Colony, and that, through them, the People at large, thould
from Time to Time be informed of all fuch Affairs and Tranfacions as have anv Relaii.n
to the American Caufe; they have for the Management of {o neceffary a Service, néminated a
Committee of Intelligence. |

We are very forry that at our entering upon that Service we are to announce t5 you that
there is but little Probability of deciding the prefent unhappy Public Difputes, by the pcuic
Meafures we have hitherto purfued. However, even this Circumftance, we hope, wili be of
Service to our Caufe; for we have no Doubt, but that the Miniftry having thus turned a deaf
Ear to the Complaints of the Colonies, thefe will be confirmed in their wciolution to com-
plhinin a louder Tone, and be ANIMATED to meet thofe Difficultics and 1Janigers they can
now no longer avoid, with Honour to themfelves, and Safety to their Liberties.

On the gth of February the two Houfes of Parliament addreffcd the King. In Subftance,
they declared to his Majefty that America was in a State of attual Rebellion ; they deired the
King, by all poffible Means, to enforce the late Ats of Parliament aganflt Auvicrs and they
affured him that in fuch a Meafure they would fupport him with their Lives and Fortunes,
The King acquiefced, and fome Days after defired from Parliament an Ad.lition o his miji.
tary Forces—it was granted without Helitation. In Confequence of thiic Meafures, Rein-
forceforcements of Troops and Ships are ordered to By ; where, when they thall be ar-
rived, ‘General Gage may have under his Command about 10,000 Men., But whar are
10,000 Men again/t THE UNITED POWERS OF AMERICA !

Amidft this Gloom, fome Rays of Light break in, and chear us in this Extremity of Af-
tairs, ‘The City of London has declared in our Favour; in a few Hours, fome of her Mer-
chants fubferibed 26,0001, Sterling for the Relief of America, and public Subfcriptions tor the
fame Purpofe are induftrioufly promoted. London, and other confiderable Towns have peti-
tioned Parliament, and continue to exert themfelves vigoroufly in our Behalf, The moft
illuftrious Noblemen, and the moft eloquent Orators, are loud in our Defence. ‘The Friends
of Liberty in England look with Horror upon the late Addrefs to the King; they term it a
cruel and unjuft 5cc]arati0n of War againft America. In fhort, the whole People of £agiind
are alarmed at fuch a Meafure, and lock to the Virtue of the Americans, to preferve even tiie
Liberties of England herfelf, now almoft annihilated by Corruption. The Miniftiy are irre-
folute, and nothing can be more flu&uating than their Counfels ; they refolve one Thing one
Day, and the contrary the next. But, from fuch a Condu&, this evident Truth refults ;
they are utterly at a Lofs what Meafures to purfue—a Dilemna, without Doubt, arifing fivm a
Con :iaufmf:?“tbe Iniguity of their Schemes. Hence, we may ftill Juitly entertain flatiering Ex-
pectances ; for, where there is not any regular and conne&ed Syftem of Operations formed,
Autifices fabricated for the Purpofes of the Day, muft from Time to Time afford Circum-
ftances improvable to our Advantage.

The Miniftry themfelves feemed frighted at their own Declaration of War; they grew
doubtful of the Event of military Operations ; and fearing the combined Force of America,
they turned their Thoughts to Stratagem. In a few Days they formed a Plan, calculated,

and, on the 20th of February,

only eleven Days after the Declaration of War, his Lordfhip fuddenly introduced it into the
Ho’u.fc off_jomn;‘ons. _He :ermed ita concil.iatory Plan, and it is to the following Purpofe :
F'hat if the Crlonies will tax themfelves in Juch Proportions, as thall come up to the ldea
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that @ venal Parliament MAY CHOOSE TO ENTERTAIN of their refpe@ive Abilities; and alfo
tax therafelves to fuch an Amount, and at fuch Times, as fhall be AGREEABLE to Parlioment -
and confent that this general American Tax fhall be ENTIRELY at the Disposar of a corru ;
Parliament ; and alfo provide for their civil Government in fuch Manner as thall be SATISP-
FACTORY fo Parliament ; that is, to make permanent and profitable Eftablithments for o/
the miniflerial Tools Adminifiration may chufe to fend among us; then, while the Americans (hall
2;‘{}:11;:;RVILE, Parliament, that is THE MINISTER,” will ¢ FORBEAR” to lay any Tax

But, Gentlemen, furely ALL THIS is nothing more or lefs, than lying at the Merey of Parlia-
zient EQUALLY AS BEFORE.P For you muﬁPhave obferved, EVERY PARTICULAR is # DE-
PEND ENTIRELY #pon THE PLEASURE OF-PARLIAMENT; that is, i ;
PL: ASURE oF THE MINISTER. T e

U late Years they taxed us to what Amount, and at what Time they pleafed ; and this
to raife a Revenue in order to preferve themfelves from paying fo large 2 Tax as otherwife
they would be obliged to contribute ; and alfo to be able to give comfortable Salaries to their
Dependents, fending them to America, without the leafi Care of examining whether or net th
arc proper Wen to fil thofe Offices which they are deflined to hold. However, at length Admi-
niftration finding that fuch a Mode of Taxation is no longer practicable ; the Minifter changes
his Ground, in Hopes of impofing upon, and over reaching the Americans. He comes into
Parliament, and ¢ demands” that we confent to tax ourielves af fuch T1MES, in fuch Sums
and for fuch PURPOSES as fhall be ggrecable to Parliament---that'is to himfelf. ithout De-
lay,” the Parliament regifter the Miniflerial Edi&t, they prefume not to alter one Word of it -
How much happier are the People of France in their Parliaments---they are only required to
regifter the Royal Ediés ! ‘Gentlemen, this Demand alone is an Affront to our Underftand-
ing; it is adding new Iniult to old Injuries; indeed,; it comprehends Terms to which A~
werica never can fubmit, until her united Counfels fhall decree, that it is no longer practicable
to refift the Iron Hand of Oppreflion. And remember, Gentlemen, that even at the Time
that Adminiftration offers fuch humiliating Terms to us, they do it with the Mufket and
Bayonet at our Breafts. For Lord North declares that this Offer muft be looked upon as
¢« 4 DEMAND ;” and that he does not ¢ mean in the leaf? 10 fufpend his military Operations by
Sea and Land, ntil” the Americans fball ¢ fubmit to his Laws.” Is there any Difference
between this Conduét, and that of a Robber, who, with a Piftol at your Head, demands your
Purfe, with a bluftering Threat---deliver, or I wiil blow your Brains out? The Magnitu&c of
the Crime conftitutes the ONLY Ditference.

You will Oblerve, Gentlemen, that although America may tax herfelf, yet Parliament does
not by any Means give up the Point of T'axation, the Objeét of our ten Years Struggle. No,
they have determined, that fo long as Auerica will tax herfelf at fuch Times, in fuch Sums,
and for fuch Putpoles, as thall be agreeable to their Pleafure; Jo long only will they gracioufly
< FORBEAR’ to tax her. Lord North, in his Speech upon this Occafion, declares, ** 1HE
EXERCISE OF THE RIGHT OF TAXING every Part of the Britith Dominions, MUST BY NO
MEANs BE GIVEN UP.” He faid, he did not niean to give up a fingle Psint. He confefled,
that he did not believe his conciliatory Plan would be agreeable to the Tafte of the Americans,
nor did he know ¢ whether any Colony will come in upon thefe Terms;” but added his
Lorithip, if only ONE of them confents, ¢ A LINK OF THE GREAT CHAIN IS BROKEN.”

Here, Gentlemen, fix your Attention. T'he Minifter confeffes, he does not think his
concihatory Pian is calculated to compofe the American Troubles, and to reftore the wonted
Harmony between the Mother Country and the Colonies, which ought to be the grand Ob-
jects in a Minifter's Contemplation ; but his Lordthip hugs himfelf in the Idea, that iT 1s
CALCULATED TO DISUNITE THE AMERICANS, and to break a Link in the great Chain on
this Continent now formed, happily for us, as dreadfully for him, in Defence of American
Laberties, and as a Barrier azainft Minifterial ‘I'yranny, influencing and inducing Parliamenta-
ry Exactions.

“he Minifter’s Politics evidently point out the Mesns of our Safety. Let us unite cvery
Effort to preferve this Chain; and, above all, let us with the utinoft Circumfpeétion guard
THAT LINK entruffed to our Cure; let us maintain it not only unbroken, but let us preferve it
unfullied by the Breath of T'reachery.

Bat thould the American Combination be unfortunately broken, of which we have not the
flightelt Apprehenfion, by this conciliatory Plan of Divifion 5 behold, Gentlemen, the probable
Confequences. Eacht Province muft then enter into a feparate Negociation with a diftant
Adminiftration. A Province muit fend and make a Propofition, which, in all Probability,
will receive no Anfwer until all the Provinces fhall' have made theirs. Then, after a long Ne-
gociation with our Agents, the Minifter will tell this and that Province, their Quotas of the
Tax they offer are not equal to their Abilities ; and that their Propofitions for the Support of
civil Government are not fatisfactory, in this and in that Article. Thefe Anfwers muft be re-
turned to the refpective Provinces ; much ‘T'ime will be requifite to form new Terms to un-
dergo a new Courfe of long Negociation in London, and to be expofed to new Objeétions.
Perhaps, the Demands may be erroneoufly, or defignedly, made above the real Abilities and
Proportions of the refpe&ive Provinces. When, Gentlemen, can we expect a fatisfaltory
Adjuftment of our refpe&ive Quotas of a Tax, which it will be the Study of Parliment to
fcrew up ‘as high as poffible, becaufe, ‘the MORE they can make us pay, the LESS will be their
Burden: Nay, when can we expe& even an End of a Negociation, which it will be the Inte-
re/t of Adminiftration to procraftinate as long as poffible ! For, in the mrean Time, having
difunited the Colonies after fuch a Struggle as the prefent, they will be fenfible there will not
be any Danger of a new Refiftance, and they will continue to tax us; they having only
promifed To *“ FORBEAR,” WHEN our refpeétive Propofitions * sHALL BE APPROVED

by
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by his Majefty and the two Houfes of Parliament.” In fhort, if we DIVIDE, our Lnbe’r.
ties are LOS'{' ; we fhall lie totally at the Mercy of ‘Adminiftration, and be obliged to pay
sucH A TAX as they pleafe; and that too, in the moft ignominious Manner, becaule we
fhould do it under evident Compulfion. Such a Condutt would prove our !\Lnds to b?
weak ; it would demontftrate, that, Heroes in Words, we thrink at but the Ajpearance o

Danger. We fhould be more abjeft th.an the moft abje_& Peop}c we 1cad of ; we fhould E)c
‘deemed unworthy of the Name of Men : Hiftory could not give an Example of fo bafe a.ConQuut.
The Inhabitants of Europe, Africaand Afia, have at various Times fignalized their Love of
their Rights and Liberties. There is fcarce a State among them, but has declared this in
‘Charaéters written with her own Blood ; and whole Cities have voluntarily perifhed, rather
than refign their Liberties. The Ruins of Saguntum in Eurcpe, Carthage in dyrica, and Xarthus in
Afia, are glorious Monuments of Nations preterring Death to Slavery; and this is the h\,-u_f'.ln
‘which the Virtue of America is to be tried. And are the Americans lefs virtuous, lefs Lovers of ii.
berty, than the Reft of Mankind !—Three Parts of the World are now looking on, ta fee if the 4-
mericans are as bold, as heroic, as great in Deeds, as they have experienced them to be in Werde.
But, if at this Time of Trial, three Millions of Americans fhall hide their Heads becaufe of :'he.Ap.
pearance of ten Thoufand Soldiers, an American mult ever be a Term of Reproach among all Nations.

Shameful to our Reputation, and ruinous to our Affairs, as fuch a Conduct would be; we have
the Pleafure to aflure you that, from every Appearance on this Continent, we dp not fec any Room
to think we run any Rifk of being expofed to fuch Confequgn_ces. Eveiy Advice from L{w North.-
ward informs us their People are traini? to Arms. ‘The neigabouring Provinces of Aorw-Ca‘ra/ma
and Virginia have embodied very confiderable Forces, that are ready to ‘mﬁar:h on the {hortelt No-
tice; and we have it from good Authority, that the four Newv Eng./am{.(.iovcrnmems alone have
25,000 Men in adtual Pay, and ready for Aftion at a Moment’s Warning, befides 20,000 more
who are inlifted without Pay, and prepared to take the Field when cal}ed upon ; and all this Force,
exclufive of a well trained Militia, who are refolved to defend their Liberties at the Hazard of
their Lives. The Inhabitants of this Capital, and the neighbouring Country, are cqually deter-
mined; and are happy in finding that a fimilar Purpofe prevails throughout the Province. In fhore,
from every Appearance, we have the moft fanguine Expectations that America will not be guilty of
any Conduét in her Youth, that fhe will be athamed of in }wr maturer Age.

Notwithftanding Lord North’s conciliatory Motion, which we have {o fully cbferved upen, and
upon the Principles of which his Lordfhip means to ground an A& of Parliament; yet, having al-
ready punifthed the Province of Majachujetts Bay, by the Violation of their Charter and the military
Blockade of her Capital, the Town of Boflon, Lord Nesthy proceeds in extending the Effeéts of his
Vengeance. On the 8th of March a Bill paffed the Houfe of Commons, re/firaining the Provinces
of Maffachufetts Bay, New Hampfpire, Connecticut, and Rkcde Ifland, fiom fithing on the Banks of
Newfoundland ; and from exporting to any Part of the World, _but “ to Grea: Bn'lm'ﬂ.‘ cr forqe of ghe
Brityfp Ilands in the #eft Indies.’’ Thus, as thefe four Provinces have by the dmerican Afociation
contraéted not to export to the/e Places, THeIR ExporTs aARE ToTaLLY sToPPED. And the Adt
further fays, that into thoje Prowinces jtall xoT be imperted any *‘ Sort of Wines, Salt, or az Gocas
or Commodities whatfoewer (except Horfes, Vi&tual, and Linen Cloth, the Produce and Manui:ciure
of Ireland, and Goods for the victualling his Majeity s Ships, and for his Majefty’s Forces and
Garrifons, or the Produce of the Britifb Iflands in the Welt Indies) upon any Pretence avl.atfocver,
unlefs fuch Goods be thipped in Gieaz-Britain, and carried dire@ly from thence.”  Thus, as thofe
Provinces are bound by the Aflociation #ot to import EROM Great-Britain, Irelard, or the Wt Indies,
it is evident that their IMPORTATION /72 the I/ ay of Trade is ToTALLY PREVENTED. If the Biock-
ade of Beffon alone rRousep the whole Continent to their Refcue and Support, HOW VIG O-
ROUSLY ought we to exert ourfelves, Now that four entire Provinces are blockaded by an A& of
Parliament, and cut oF¥ FROM ALL MANNER OF Tranz! And, Gentlemen, remember, 14:s
wiolent Meafure has been executed since the Introdu@ion of Lord Nerth’s conciliatory Motion.

This arbitrary Condu& on the other Side of the Water has driven the People of this Capital,
and the neighbouring Country, To pespaIr of a Redrefs of American Grizwances, without an Fg-
FUsiON of AMERICAN BLoOD—oOF THis they are virtuouily willing to contribute their Quota, and
even smore than their Proportion, to procure this invaluable Relicf. Thefe Advices ariived on the
14th and 1gth Days of this Month ; and on the Night of the 21/# Izf2. the Public Armcry and Ma-
gazines were opened, and a confiderable Quantity of Arms and Ammuniticn were taken, without
Doubt, for the Ends for which they were originally procured—ri1e PusLic SareTy.

Laft Wedne/day; the 26th Inftant, the Gencral Committee paifed a Vote, that the Provincial
Congre{s be fummoned to meet in Charleflown on Tue/day the zoth of Fune. We make no Doubt
but that you will exert yourfelves to give a general Notification of it, that the Congrels may be as
tull as poffible, as it is expeited Affairs of the HIGHEST Impcrtance will be the Subjeét ot Deli-

berarion,

AS 8.0 C 1 AT G N

: E the Subfcribers, Frecholders and Inhabitants of the County of Crawen and Town of Near-
bern, being deeply affected with the prefent alarming State of this Province, and of all
Arerica, do refolve that we will pay all due Allegiance to his Majefty King GECRGE the Third,
and endeavour to continue the Succeflion of his Crown in the illuftrious Houfe of Hanozer, as by
Law eltablifhed, againft the prefent or any future wicked Miniftry or arbitrary Set of Men what-
foever. At the fame Time we determine to affert our Rights as Men; and fenfible tha: by late
Als of Parliament the moft valuable Liberties and Privileges of Amcrica are invaded, and en-
deavoured to be violated and deftroyed, and that under Gop the Prefervation of them depends on
a firm Union of the Inhabitants, and a fleady fpirited Obfervation of the Reiolutions of the Ge-
neral Cengrefs; being fhocked at the cruel Scene now alting in the Maffachufitts- Bay, and deter-
mn‘xed never to become Slaves to any Power upon Earth, WE do hereby agree and afociate,
under all the ‘T'ies of Religion, Honour, and Regard for Pofterity, that we will adopt, and en-
deavour to execute, the Meafures which the GeneralCongrefs, now fiting at Philadelphia, may
conclude on, for preferving our Confitution, and oppofing the Execution of the feveral arbitmr‘y
and illegal A&s of the Britifb Parliament; and that we will readily obferve the Dire&ions of our

Ge Committee for the Purpofes aforefaid, the Prefervation of Peace and good Order, and
of Individuals and private Property.
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