2 May 1945

Jayne dear,

Aftery having beenkicked around from the stem to the sern of India, (I enaed
up in the stern) I find myself in the city of Calcutta, sweating profusely,
and missing you more than ever. I'11 not describe my =trip now, 1t was one
of those monotonous affairs that follow a pattern horrible for its sameness,
I've settled down (amost) into a desk job, and am now 2 real chair borne commando,
not complaining, Jjust commentinz. Am going to start to work in a few minutes,
but thought you'd like to receive a line ofthenews hot off the press. Come this
evenine my fair colleen yon will receive a voluminous report of everything
that has happenxed to date, with embllishments and garnishments,

Am split up from my erstwhile colleagues, w¥mk which means that I'll lose my
average of either getting the stuffinge kicked out of me once & week, or/and
vice versa, They weren't bad boys, it was merely a matter of heredity aid
environment, at that, they always said they were sorry when they put each
other in the hospital for more than three days at a tdne,

I'm living in a billet ( naturally ) don't mant to eg211 it a hotel as mou
might receive the wrong impression, and the word hotel is a bit too

uppity for this Yernt. Nice place to be during the monsoon, in that I kmx
was fortunate, as the prospect of spending Whe rainy season under. canvas

with little rivulets of cold water and bugs in my drawers cotton did not
appeal especially to me, pahdon the sentence structure, we'll blame it on

the haste,

In paragraph two I'l11 again tell you that the office is about to open for
business and that I love you, only I'1l say it with some imagination, dash

and cunningness that will endear me torny reading public (yrow)

The office is about to open and I love you.
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Jayne dear,
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Jayne sweeu,
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6 Bag 1945

Jayne dear,

Sunday morning and I had a heck of a time getting up.
Looks like I&m getting back into my civilian hobits.

Saw a weepy movie yesterday evening and then played four
rubbers of bridge with the boys. My partner and I won
handily. It looks like I can analyze a hand better in India
kmkkmr than I could in Lexington. Won one rupee and ten annas
playing for a fiftieth, around 2500 points. My partner is

an erratic bidder, bids by modds and hunches, which reminds me
of a very pretty galx I used to play bridge with back home,
although you were improving right along. (Npw, now, dont be
modest.) Someone else has taken my favorite typewriter this
morning, and I'm using one of those elongated jobs which has
six extra keys mnd it&s difficult to get used to the feél of
it. The number row is set over one and your right hand is

in two keys, life can be so diffiault.

I'm going out to see Babe Meyers this afternoon, or at
least I think I am, heard a rumor that we get Sunday afternoon
off when we're not busy. Nothing special planned, we&ll just
bat the breeze. He always puts on a good show for me, as
I'm an apprecidtive audience. Always thought his antics were
dammed funny even though crude at times.

Got my laundry back this morning and it smells like he
delivered the dirty wash water to me and threw my clothes down

the drain. Shall have to change dhobies or get this one to

change water.(Periodically) He presses well too, it's a shame,




Hope this free mail is getting there as quickly as the air
mail I used to send. Be sure to keep track of the mmail
from the second of May until about the tenth and we can judge
accordingly.

There is a legitamate theater directly across the street
from our quarters which presents plays weekly. The fellows
say that some are good, will have to go sometime.

Have one of those mechanicsl jobs that require little
thought sbheduled for this morning, Its only temporary thank
goodness. I imagine you have to develop a whole new set
of mental habits to keep from going batty when you're doing
a job that takes up 10% of your EEKEEIEMEXEIXY mentality
and 100% of your attention to avoid small errors.

They're going to start a volleyball league here soon,
and I've gotten hold of a skipping rope, and there are some decent
horses, so the physical side of things should be well in hand..
Would have a tendency to put on weight here unless 1'm careful,
Desk job, good food, little exercise, bad combination. ;

The morning’s sbout to begin officially, s'long toots.
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7 Moy 1945

Jayne dear,

Formula for spending a Sunday: Work in the morning,
read in the afternoon, read in the evening. Was too
unsettled to go out to Babe leyers camp, so called that
off. Since there's no reason why not, I got one of those
hairless Joe hairbuts. Don't worry, I&ll try to time it
so that when I get home it won't be distasteful to you.
Ought to be able to work out a‘proper schedule all right,
plenty of time to do it, My bridge partners =re on a
vacation (three day pass) so that's out for a while,
et Reggie that other day. He's the proud possessor of
a‘@ip, got a direct cormission. The only catch for him is
thiat he has to remain in Indiax for an extra year. 'We
tailked over 0ld times and arranged to meet some time
ne%xt week. He's not very optimistic about commercial

or hportunities in England after the war and doesn't give

a |dzrn whether he remains in India or not. ' It would be

av/ful to have nothing to come home to, he has no relatives,
Do) gal friend, no ties of any kind.

| Keep running into fellows that I came to India with,
Saturday, I ran into four of them, If I keep transferring
from pb.ce to place like I have been, there'll be no keeping
away from acquaintances.

) liailed the Motherds some poetry yesterday, the uninspired
kind as usual. Hope they'ré in n good mood when it arrives,

otherwide m'picture will come down from the respective

mantles,




o

Arrived at. the office late and the clock is almost around to

opening time, and this letter is thin, very thin and

meatless, so we'll just have to call it meatless Mondag

remind you that I love you, ard call the whole thing
off until tomo:rrow.
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8 iy 1945

Jayne dear,
Received three letters from you yesterday evening, 26, 27 and

28 April, real service. Was sorry to learn that lMrs. Lowenthal

has an incurable disease, you must have referred to it in a

previous letter which I haven't received.

V-Day reaction in this theater is one of restraint, we're glad,
but it looks like a long hard grind for us, so there is little
jop in Mudville. Naturally, I have a little bone to pick, a sort
of vested interest in the peace having come when it did, financiﬁl
as it were (remember the bet I had), just hope the guy pays off,

I'11 mention the weather briefly then let it go, it's been
warm lately, the kind of warmth that instil¥s conviction, the
Exmvexiizm conviction that India is not the sort of place
people are supposed to live, at least not the part we're in now,

Haven't received a letter in many moons from lMoe Tonkon
and was rather surprised to learn that he's being discharged
for medical reasons. He could have had a discharge at any time
in the last couple of years (he always had the ulcers), so I'm
surprised that he took one now.

Am looking into the conversion of my insurance into
some other type. The conversion clause is applicable after the
war and there's no particular rush, but I'll see what the;:omplete
story is.

I'11 tedl you a secret, this morning when I read about the
unconditional surrender, I thought of getting home and seeing you
in concrete terms for the first time. Gosh it'll really be a day,
and perhaps it's not too far off. We'll make a date (tentative)
for our fifth wedding anniversary. 2 Lo T
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9 My 1945

Jayne dear,

Big celebration yesterday evening, one drink of domestic
Gin, one bottle of beer, a movie 'Brewsters Millions' and
read the copy of Coronet that I received through the mails
yesterday. This kept me up until the wierd hour of 10:15,
but I slept until 6:30 this morning to make up for it.

This is the first copy of Coronet that I've received,

however, 1've received three change of ddress notices. At least

one part of the cirgulation department is on the job.

As evidenced by the above celebration, everyone here is
thankful that the war in Burope is over, for it means that
we'll undoubtedly be able to bring great pressure to bear
on Japan much more quickly, but there is no sense of jubilation,
not even a holiday spirit.

Still haven't settled down to any particular job here.
Keep moving from one department to another. I understand the
flow of papers through the office, and have worked on most of
them or had them explained to me. Learned how to use a
Comptometer the other day (basic principles). Addition and
maltiplication are simple, subtraction and division require
care, but aren't too hard to master. I know what to do, but
don't know why you do it., Reciprocal numbers are used in
subtraction and division,

Think I'll go riding on my afternoon off this week.
There are some decent horses here, but the paths are dull

and uninteresting. Can't seem to interest any of the other

fellows in goihg with me, so it'll be a solo flight.




.

Have hit on an excellent cure for heat rash, you merely
move to a cooler dlimate, of course, the problem becomes
more complicated if this can't be done. 8o far I haven't been
too troubled. Two changes of clothing daily and Calomine Lotion
is taking care of things.

It rained yesterday evening, kmkx (during the movie),
but the audience calmly remained seated., It wasn't a hard
rain, but I'm sure that wouldn't have made any difference.,
Getting rain in the hair wasn't too thad. (Yes, there's still
some hair left),

And that seems to be that for another day, 1like this

letter the day was uninteresting,
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12 May 1945

Jayne dear,
Am visiting with Babe Meyers today. While out here he told me about
my picture sppearing in their camp paper, so am enclosing a copy.
This is of course, s picture of shotputting at Bsabourne Stadium in
Bombay about which I wrote yo n. Zthe typewriters hut here are strictly
no good, I puess they've seen hard usage, 'cause they're out of line md
the timing on them is bad, Babe showed me around his camp this morning,
it's & nice place, but like everyplace else in this part ef India, it's
very warm right now., With thecoming of the monsoon, I imagine it'l1

| cool off considerably, but the constant rainfall will be just sbout as bad
a8 the heat, not complaining, just observing,

After you're ih Indis six months, you're eligible to go to a rest
camp, Of course, since I jwst changed camps, I'll probably have to wait
quite some time, but it's something to look forward to. Getting away from
things militery is always a relief, even if you don't do snything while
at rest camp but rest (ain't that unuswal),

Feeling lonesmome today, it's not that I miss you any more than usual,
for I don't see how that csn be possible, the thing is that I haven't been
forced to go to a picture concerning the point system of discharge for the
last twenty four hours.

Lucky you will probably forget my hamdwriting, hope you don't mind
my using a typewriter all the time, but it's convenient and so so
legible, Am sitting in the office where Babe works, he's been regaling
me with tales of life as it shouldn't be lived in India., You'd be surprised,
the guy doemn't chase around at all. He tells me that he hasn't been in

Calcutta more than five or six times, but prefers to hang azound camp

and fool around with his chums, After the hard time I had getting out here




today, I don't blame him for not coming into town,

There are Badminton add tennis courts out here, but I don't think
I'11 do eny playing as the heat would melt you. I prefee to wait umtil
late in the evening when the sun is about to go,down and do my rope
skppping, shadow boxing etc on the roof of m'own homs, The heat rash
gituation is getting bad here again, but I have it under control.

I use libersl amounts of calomine lotion and change underclothing twice
s day. If the underclothing holds out, I'll meke it CK®

Babe got kind of a bad break on Rotation. He had only a few months
to go before he would have been returned to the states, snd now he'll
probably be heee until the war is over in this theater.

By now the Memmys will hiave potten my poetry for Mammys day.

Hope it wasn'f too bad, tried to keep the whole thing light and airy,
but at the same time tell them that I miss them,

Last week when Bsbe visited me, I fed him some beer, and he was going
to return the compliment out here, but a bad situstion developed out here,
It used to be that your beer ration wasn't usmable for anything slse, but
now you ca either get beer or toddy with it, so no one will give theirs
up, rought isn't it. Maybe it'll do me good to go the rest of the month
without any beer, they do say that the sater here isn't too# bad and I'll
have to try it.

Got a letter yesterday from a friend of mine that's working up in

Delhi, name of Ray Schwartz, I think I told you about him, he used to be

8 sports writer on the San Francisco Chronicle., He has an interesting job

up in Delhi, writing historical records. It's a little put of his line,

but he's enjoying it, as he cam keep his h:nd in writingl




fis il

Wrote a letter to Dad yesterday, and didn't write to you, so I give
you permission to read hig, will that meke up for it?

Really anxious to find out how fast this free mail is arriving.
Sure hope it isn't held up any, that would be awful., If you wait for

my letters like I wait for yours, well

M'boy friend is anxious to go back to his barracks to té& e a showar,
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17 May 1945

Jayne dear,

Much adventure yesterday, stand ard model 1 adventure.
I am no longer quite as wise, right upper widdom tooth is gone.
You will be interested to know that the tooth which practically
supports the right upper side of my mouth is tired of it all, but
can be rejuvenated with some careful dentistry., Whether or not
I1'11 get the careful dentistry is, of course, a moot question,.
Think everything will be all right. The dentist started out with
the usual gag about making an investment in my mouth, how come
Fort Kpox gold vaults left me from under lock and key, ete.
Then he admired the work, and finally we became fast friends when
I told him that T trusted his judgement, and that if he thought
my tooth should be pulled, then it would be pulled. I lost a taboo
or rather a fear Xk yesterday that I've had since I've been seven.
When I was a kid of seven a dentist injected some novocaine into

my gums and it was so painful that I've always dreaded it, and

since then never have had it done again, Yesterday xka the dentists

injection was painless, I suppose it was a matter of better technique
and a better needle, Well, I believe that takes care of the
dentistry. The patient is doing exceedingly well, in fact, I hardly
noticed the whole thing,

Second on yesterdays agenda of memorable events was a bridge game.
My partner agreed to use a strong no trump and we went through the usual
rigamarole of two people playing bridge as partners for the first time,
when we got up to slam conventions, he didnft think those necessary,
no signal bids, mm each hand to be cased according to its merits.

So it began. I got beautiful cards and my partner had some faar fits
for the first three rubbers and we jumped out in front 3000 points.




Naturally, as you can te2l by the introduction to this story, we wasted
approximately 1500 points because we passed up two slams which were
not only biddable, but mandatory. Then the fun began. My bid, two hearts,
opening, with 5%'and ten probable winners. Partners reply positive

two spades. I hold the QJ and 10 of spades, my only desers, Very
Juicy says I. My next bid, 3 spades to establish the fit before
proceeding to slam, partner passes, It was seven cold. % You

won't believe it, but I quietly pointed out what I thought was an

error in his bidding and we went on. The next hand, I open with

one heart, he bids one no trump., &ince I'm blank in spades and we
need only one, I take it back to two hearts, his bid two no trump,

At this point I did something #llegal and asked for the score,

as it was being given I gave my partner an arched look. Then I

bid three hearts, he bid three no trump, Slam says I, after trying

to figure out what kind of foolishness went on, but I decided to

quit at three no trump because of his #anitial negative response.

§e lost five spade tricks. Well that was nothing, If times were

tough originally, you should have seen the rest of the evening.

Everything went wrong, and we finally wound up 2500 points in

arrears, which at a 25th amounted to three rupees. Turrible aint it.
The mail hasn't come in lately. It's to be expected. Mail

never gets st raightened out for a month after moving. Of course

I miss your dally pep talks, but I'1l wait patiently, and try to reyain
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18 May 1945

Jayne dear,

Twenty letters, news, gaiety, questions, sometimes, I think itis almost
worth going without mail for a couple of weeks just to accumulate many letters
to be read at ences Got one from Dad alsoc in the batch,

Think I've answered almost all of your questions before whey were asked.
Since I was transferred from my last post, I've got to sort of start over
again and there's no promotien in prospect. Actually, K can truthfully say

that all I'm interested in is doing an honestxz days work, and I'll be content

|
to let everything happen as it will, Prestige, and all that goes with it

can go by the boards for the present. The end of the war is in sight. It

may not be for a year, or even more, but, it's something that can be looked

fomward to confidently. Swcdkmaomyx So being in the army won't develop into

the marathon that it threatened to become, and since that's the case, there's

no use getting excited about promotions, jobs etec. An honest days work, I repeat.
Ttheck with the Muellers. I wrote them last, If I get plenty of time,

I'1l write, but they really never answered my last letter written bbout

nine months ago.

The cartoons about bridge were good. Incidentally, we played mgaiowst
again last night., Before the battle was joined, my partner and I had a long
talk, We came out fighting and won three rubbers for approximately 3000 points
and a sum of three rupees or to you amedicans, a buck., We, of course, had the
cards, but we used them approximately correctly.

I can hardly wait for the pictures of the foads. Ask Dad about the blood
lines of SWING AND SWAY, he's among the miliion horses that I!ve never heard about.
Also, will you send me the names of the horses that are in training. %

"Happy Chandlerf’& #, and that isn't all., His doings for the last month

have been highly newsworthy, not highly amusing, His blast at racing was the




o

high point of some ridiculous goings on. X If he wants te divorce betting
and baseball, that's fine, They alwajs say, never bet on anything that can
talk, and baseball players, as a rule,} can talk. B8SeyzExkkiwmix Never sock
2 nephew mxxxx for the ;ctions of hisiwncle. I fail to see just how
baseball and racing tie in and why Hap*y is so concerned about keeping
ball players away from the races., If %e's afraid the gambling f raternity
will get to the ball players for a'fix'|, then he!ll have to do more than
keep the boys mfxmist away from the races, he!ll have to build a fence
around them, and lock them in at night. | The whole thing is not clean
smelling. and I quote "Some of my best |[friends are HORSE OWNERS".

Your letter off 23 April stating thait my June 6 VE day prediction
was out of line, is out of line, and I'm\not correcting my Bnglish,
The monetary reward for my good guess isﬁnot forthcoming, and I'm bitterly
disappointed in the Lieutenants characte#, besides I can use the fifty
bucks. I've given up hope of cbllectiné it, the rat,

The interchange between EDValera %nd WChurehill is a hot sketch.
I'm with the Irish this trip. The moral "If you take five of a cats

lives, how long can such a thing go om, the cat is bound to be both

suspicious and apprehensive." Is that good?

Stlong honey. ;} 10 e oL ol
J
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Jayne dear,

Didn't write yesterday, have had a two day job at one of our supply

outside of the city. I'd like to tell you the wvarious
they're both interesting and complex; however,
sor, Something
else to talk about when the grandchildren want to know what Gréndpa
so little that I

remember each detail. Have been working
home t wn; Huntsville, Al s He went to school
Exk as far ] determine, your not related. He
O'Hare Jr., my Beale ascociate live together, and I stayed

Bungalow while working out here, They really have all the comforts of

hane, Tile floors, bath in each room, refrigerator, really sumpth ous

guarters, and if perghance tennis is desired, there is a red clay tennis
court out in lies tamp down ea g n of dirt
it's perhaps the best cared for court in the worlds Needless to say
the sight of a tenn urt was too much for this old bag of bones,
ire horse (Fire Brigade Retired), I went charging out on the
»It really wasn't too bad considerihg the lengdh of time since I played
any tennis, The backhand was fine, everything
the total result wesn't too bad, This fellow Sam
tennis and beat me handily,
We had sane Indian Gin in the evening and did
very entertaining, g gota s r every
le woes a w ishman from Boston and cut a wide

in his days back in the states., He went to school at Notre Deme, znd

ting taught Politicel Philosophry there, His




really funny, He never

present wife are little
£6RLY
the wme hours, Among

isted Men',
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23 May 1945

Jayme dear,

Received your V-day letter and one written on May 12th. Also three
lovely books, the one by Thurber, "China to Me", and a third one, I didn't
even get to see the title before one of my boy friends borrowed it from me.
Coronet arrived the same day, so I have plenty of literature, Thank you honey,
it’s such a good feeling to kmow that someone is thinking of you constantly,
(You oughta feel good too). I won't attempt to describe Calcutta ink todays
letter as you requested, I'1l look around a little more, so when I do describe
it I can do a good job. This can be told, it's perhaps one of the dirtiest,
smelliest?oz;r;smitary (iest) ? cities in the world, 4lso one of the largest.
Your gifts to both Mothers sounded well chosen and I hoped they liked them
better than they did my poetry. So the free mail comes in quickly?

There's no use sending it air mail under the circumstances. Joes!
éxperiences are dreadful, everyone who has been in battle tellé of similar
relatively

things. I've heard it from the other angle too, that of an inexperienced

Officer who is thrown into combat. He'!s afraid to use his avn judgement

and follows orders from higher up and often gets thex outfit into just

such a mess as Joe describes. I'm certainly glad Joe is tdl king about
it instead of us talking aboﬁt poor Joe.

Don!t breathe a word of this to your gal friend, it's only an opinion,
but, if Selmas husband hasn!t forgotten what he knew about medicine, he's
a lucky guy., Running a hespital as an administrator is strictly a paper wrk
deal in the army, and thereés little time far the practice of medicine., Perhaps
it's different in this particular case,

Glad to see you taking some interest in golf., Will the same thing happen
that happened at Joplin, namely, the reverent approach to the fourth hole;

and I quote, "I made a three here once."




It's not the score, it's how much fun youx have,

After kicking around the office for a couple of weeks, learning the
trade as it were, I've been given a good job. I =mmx compile,
consolidate and check on all reports going from this part of India
to headquarters that concern the contrel or issue of Quartermaster stock.
You'll get a kick out of this, khowning my tendehcy to forget things,

I have something to remember practically every hour, either ddvance
planning, some papers that should be arriving, some that I should be
working on or sending out., I have a deaaline on all work, and am
responsible for all of it., The very fact that I don't trust my memory

has helped out considerably., First of all, I've gotten so that I recall
most things, but to make doubly sure, I keep a2 suspense file and a reminder
file of all things that I have to do,

S'long for this morning. Since I got my new job the days seem=

te start andend with the drawing of two breaths (poetical ain't it).

S e .
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2y ¥ay 1945

Jaybe dear,

Another visit to the dentist in prospect for today. Deadline, 11:00 AM

it111l break the day up nicely and hope it won't do the same to me, He's

going to fill a cavity in a front tooth and build a silver abuttment on
the bridge of sighs, upper right,

Last night m'partner (looks like we're wished on each other) and I
won by 2500 points at a 25th., It was really a disgrace., The first
two rubbers thex cards were pretty even, then we started to really get them,
We were dealt seven slam hands during the remainder of the evening., I don't
mean freak slams, but biddable ones., We only bid and made two. It was
heartbreaking. After telling my partner not to lie to me as far as honor
count was concerned in an initial repponse or an opgéning, he proceeded to
do it consistently. I bid one spade, he bid one no trump, the hand dropped
at three spades, he laid down two aces and four spades to the queen and I
made six, The very next hand, I was sitting in the fourth slot with a
powerful hand and he opens one diamond. I had five and a half and a fit in
diamonds, so I took him to six diamonds in the course of the bidding.
Two kings werermissing and he lost both finesses, in the firsst place he had
zpErexR opened insufficient and then played the hand incorrectly as neither
finesse was necessary, By the time the ebening was over I felt like a martyr
just wish you and I could get the cards we were getting, We would have scored
conservatively speaking 8000 points. Besides if you and I were getting the
hands, I would be home and that would be fine, I'd let the other team
héve 8000 points, maybe even more, probably wouldn!t even be playing bridge

as a matter of fact, especially if I'd just gotten home,







How do you like my method of letter writing., It works like this.

We don't start to work until 8:30. So by getting up at 6:15, I can be
at the office by 7:20, and have a whole hour to write to you. Kind of
give you a summary of the previous day, and an outline of the coming one,
MY DAY:e00
Today I dedicated a new jeep, A symbol of our productive capacity.
This little car may mean nothing to you, but I see a whole nation back

of it, it's a little cmowded, but this is war, of course, (of course).
After the ceremony, I went out to Scarddale oh the 8:10 local te see

an old friend, Dave Kahn, His community project there is functioning
efficiently, enough bathtubs have been provided (clean bathtubs) of course,
to ease the liquor shortage. It was only through the organizing ability
of the chairman of the board, DK, fhat the proper results were obtained.
Then I came into Manhattan for a fitting,., It is wonderful to see the
union organization of the fitters, here is real genius, The first
fitter, also known as tﬁe head fitter, pulls the dress over the head,
both going on and coming off, the second fititer pulls the dress down,
and also lifts it up (as the case may be), and the third fitter smooths
the wrinkles and makes minor adjustments. It is interesting to listen
to their little jurisdictional squabbles. After the fitting I was
accorded the rare honor of dedicating a new hat for Mayor LaCuardia,
Since my corns were bothering me, I went home,

Eleanor

Anything else after that would be anticlimactical, except to tell you that

;l WLBREG ik€XQL~r"
\\SgyggAAJyxl
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27 May 1945

Jayne darling,

Sunday morning, remember the one that came every seventh day
when I'd get up sort of early and play what you thought was eighteen
holes of golf and which was usually twenty seven. May;oe I shouldn't
be telling my civilian secréts, after all, I may comé home some day, and
the little womans memory may be tetentive,

Saturdgy evening, my night to howl, so we wemt to thé movies on
the roof of our building. It rained early in the proceedings, so
we abandoned the movie (it was going to be 'The Corn is Green') and
played some bridge instead., We lost by 160 points, and of course outheld
our opponents on cards by quite a bits In one rubber we lost 2000 points
in sacrifice bids trying to save a rubbe.r. My partner had settled down
and seem ingly was hamless, when he unleashed a one no trump bid with
our opponents vulnerable with a partial of 60, I had two kings and two
queens and perfect no trump ‘distribution, so naturally I bid two ne trump,
It boughtat three no and we went down five doubled. It seems that he didn't
have ‘:jx diamond stop, plus a few other little things like lack of honor count,
One bright spot, we bid only three slams (small) and made all threes

So much for the bridge, We finished plying about midnight, and I walked

into my room:(adjoining), and there was a fellow groping around in the dark.

He was in the right room, but on the wrong floor and slightly with grog.

Anyway this character turns out to be one of my old buddies from the

185th at our former station., When we came up here, and the men had to be

separated, Lt O'Hare let me do the separating becamse he felt that I knew

the men, I tried to put #ach man in the best spot, the only mantipulating
met

that I did was to make sure this guy whom I ¥Ef% last night wés stationed

at a different spot than I, So he turns up not more than a month later.




bad penny, bad penny. This fellow's really a pest, moronic, talkative,
persistent (that describes him)., Last might I handed down an ultimatum,
IE, stay the hell away frmm me, When I was this guys first sergeant,

I had te look out for his interests and fool with him, but now, noococo.

Had yesterday afternoon off, so I went back to our quarters and
read from Mr. Thurbers masterpiece. It left me a little cold the first
day but Thmrbers work kind of groﬁn on you. I'll reaxd a little more of
it this afternoon andsee what happens.

Itve discovered something in the army, overseas. Sleep is wonderful,
No kidding, when you go to bed at 9830 or ten in the evening, you
can get up at 6:00 feeling fine, imcxmmpctatExrxmmkesxa alett and there's
no pooblem connected with giving your full attention to matters at hand
all day. However, if you go to bed later, you can still stay awake the
next day, feel fairly-well, but you can't work and concentrabe with
the same intensity successfully, Of course, I always knewthat, this
Just proves it. Sleep is worderful,

The rain cooled things off last night., This morning instead of running
down my face, the perspiration remains on my forehead in little droplets,
and don't think that isn'!t an improvement,

Read the booklet you sent entitled Zioniéﬁ etc, In 57 pages the
writer brings out three facts, all of which I believe are tree, but
he tortures himself and his reader by involved sentence structure,zms .
indirection of thought, and long windedness. When people learn that
if you want to gel a message acress you must state it in clear direct
language,azixz briefly, more little messages will grow up to be
papa messages, (or mama messages), or (neuter messages).

The working day is about to begin, so as a mamber of the working

brigade, s'long toots until tomorrow, dk)¥;§%&_)y
GLLNijiitt?IL&jL :xE&AA»“sul_&JQ*A;" vlhnij; itSL,ﬁck;:f:fh;hzf::
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28 May 1945

Jayndear,
(a typographical error of a different color). It's kind of a good

thing I wrote to you yesterday afternoon, as we had to wait 45 minutes this

morning to get a ride to town and almost all our letter writing time was

wasted.

Didn't get to see 'Objective Burma'! yesterday evening. It was raining,
and we decided not to go, the whole thing becomes too realistic, and besides
you get wet, We played (guess what) yea, bridge. Won by 2600 points
again., We have our opponends talking to themselves, When they do have
hands they're so surprised that they don't handle them properly.

It was still raining when I came downtown this morning, and it's the
first morning that I haven't perspieed all over the place., It's really.a
comfortable feeling.

In your letter of the 16th, you mention the piano for the first time
in many a daye. Could it be that my little boopsie is not willing to give her
all to be an artiste???? I'll be sat&sfied if you can still play chopsticks
(with two hands of course) when I get home.,

Yesterday, I was indoctrinated into the mysteries of the teletypewriter,
It's very simple o operate, but the touch is entirely different than that
of the typewriter., I think it's a matter of following through on the
typewriter and just touching the key on the teletype. I gummed up a few
messages by not turning the key from receiving to sending, and a few other
little errors, but I can use the thing pretty well now,

We may go swimming Tuesday afternoon (late) if we can get a ride to the
swimming pool and if the weather i§ OKe Time and info are gone.

o ﬂ@«»\w&m&_




Jayne sweet,

This i an extra dividend begauvse I'm j ous of the suys that
¥jemx their wives seven times a day (I believe you mentioned someone
does ‘5',1-"rw+,>, Resides, sverytime T see a typewriter t
ther els an awful temptation to write to my sweetheart, A lazy

<

aft-rnoon is in progress or should T =say is lying dorment or at best

creeping by. Tlve been up on the roof ski

pping rope end raising an esinine
swea 1, as distinguished from a regular sweat incurred by just sitting.

If & T don't perform calisthenics the beam brosdens noticeably quickly,

Read some more of Thurber this afternoon snd played a few gemee of gin rummy.

One of the fellows has a camera and wé‘}} probably be talking some snapshots
eal soon, If you went & photo T'1l have one made, incidentally what's

this informal pose you refer to, is that in underweasr . whew, whew,

This guy Tlve been telling you about from my former camp has been bending

be necess—

my ear this sfternoon, so I finally had %o tell him that it will
ary thet we cemee conversing, break off relationshipse so to speak, the
alternative being that we will break off necks

i0bjective Burma" is playing this evening in the little theater
off Chowrinsee square, so,.the gang and T are going to see it, T think
you mentioned reading the book recently. Yore husbind is working on =2
gimiler tome entitled "Ohjective USA™ or "You're My Target For Tonight"
T thought the article by Bob Hope inclosed in your letter of the 18th
was teek-ai, Exuberant Chandler indeed. Incidentally you never did say
what he called dad shbout, or is it a secret.,

You'll be plea sed to lmow that I wear my glasees when doing close

work, which is practically the whole working dsy. T seem to zet bleary

eyed if T don't, age, age, here it comes, Incidentally I feel a little

petter sbout my present job than my former onesg, Being near the hub of




things makes you‘feeT e. little more useful., Besides, I cen exercise some
sre was e directive the other day which is kind of indiecs

Nemely that men who are cualified to attend d“@ may do so with the under-
gtending that they will waive their rights for discharge under the point
systen,

Well since s is an extra dividend in the form ef a second letter
in one day, I'd better not make it too lengthy es a2 dangerous precedent
may be formed, besides I've nothing further to say, except the usual

T love you, which will never change and the usual, I migs you, which

I hope will change soon by my not having to miss you.

LAY e pdcu«,\_/
& %QL«_,W,DL
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30 May 1945

Jayne dear,

Yesterday was reat pleat, I mean replete with adventure, A.fte.r
work we got a ride and went out to Bata Shoe Co., swimming pools
They have a factory here with loveky ground; around it, and = every
kind'of facility for their employees. On Mondays and Tuesdays
American TTroops may use the pool, and use it we did., Afterwards
we had dinner in their cafeteria, actually it isn't a cafeteria, I don'tr
why I called it that. You don't carry anything yourself., We had hot
soup, roast beef (from twelve year old cattle) but not too bad, etc,.
Incidenij,ally, I don't belgeve I've told you anything about the rule
limiting the slaughter of cattle to animals who have attained their
twelfth birthday. That conserves the nations meat supply, does not
offend the Hindus who do not believe in the slaughter of cattie ’
the cattle are all in favor of it (they enjoy life more), but the
end result is tough stringy meat. If everyone's happy thatis little
enough price to pay.

Got a few more reports to turn out yesterday, spent a really busy
day, checking details, learning what info was wanted, and the thousand
and one litlle additional things I'll have to remember. About three
O'clock I let out a loud guffaw, and the guy at the next desk thought
the heat finally got me., What had happened was that I'd been thinking

about you and me, and the helter skelter first year we were married.

The incident that I remembered (LSrd only knows why) was the one

conceening the electric fan that you wanted me to bring to Aunt '
Ednas after I got home in the evening. When I got home, theee were
newspapers leading in a line (I mean path) to the fan which was on the

floor. Funny thought I, the little woman is sure getting to be a




il

sloppy housekeeper, or maybe the wind blew the newspapers on the floor,
At the time, it should be mentioned in defense of my actions, Xxdx the
discount dates of about$ll;000 worth of bills was approaching with
footsteps on horseback, and I was a little worried and preoccuppied.
Well, when I got over to Uncle BEEBEE eyes house without the fan

you went straight up to the ceiling and stuck there., So I had to
become angry in self defense and we had a first rate quarrel which
lasted for two days, (remember at the time we were sleeping in twin
beds). Well toots, just a little incident out of the long ago,

I'm waiting impatiently for a chance to be able to remember some

new ones.. #R = Stlong honey time to go to work

D\Q_M Cﬁ/u\_/
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